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GOD’S PURPOSE |

MR. C. F. ANDREWS ON RACIAL RELATIONSHIPS
CHRISTIANITY: RELIGION OF THE WHITE RACE

HE following very interesting speech was deli-
vered by Mr. C. F. Andrews at the §th Quad-
rennial Conference of the Student Christian

Movement of Great Britain in the Philharmonic Hall,
Liverpool, in January, which is reprodaced from the
full report of the Conference which the Stadent
Movement is publishing tbis month, (price 2s. Gd.)
Mr. Andrews’ speech, we are informed by the Far
and Near Preps Burean, much impressed the Con-
ference., Other Indiaps present among the 2,000
delegates and ganests inclnded Dr. S, K, Dutta, who on
one morning led the service in Liverpool Cathedral
and also addressed two important pectiopal meetings.

Mr. Andrews bas left London for the United
States and Canada, and will be visiting the Indian

community in British Guiana.
Mr. Andrews’ Speech

“Pilate said, ‘Am I a Jew 7"

These four words of Pilae, the Roman Governor,
with reference to Jesus, the Jewish Prisoner,
charged with sedition against Roman Imperialism,
bring us to the very heart of the race problem of
modern times. For we always come back, in some
form or other, to the actual domination of oune
race by another as the root cause of all the evil.
Arrogance is the curse that destroys all that is
simple, beautiful and opatoral in those divinely-
appeinted human relationships, which are called
racial. This wonderful thing, Race, which was meant
by God to give harmony and colonr to human life,
and to prevent dull aniformity, becomes turned into
a vast and awfal fanaticism leading to war, cruelty,
lust, passion, and every other iniquity.

Just as the Gospel Story gives us, with one start-
ling flash in the scene of Jesus before Pilate, the
ultimate issue of race arrogance, so we have, in a
quite different and very tender picture, the opposite
effect of race sympathy. For we are told how the
Jews themselves brought a Roman Centurian to
Jesus, whose servant was sick: ‘‘And they, when
they came to Jesus, besought him earnestly, saying,
“This man is worthy that thon shouldst do this thing
for him; for he loveth our nation, and built us a
synagogue.’” It is through such individuals, who
can rise above the fanatical hatreds of the age, and
love other nations, that the viras of race prejadice ie
aonulled. We chall see, when I conclude, that the
one final remedy for all the race problems of the
world is individual epiritual effort and individnal
love overcoming hate,

The Christian Religion, at its inception, stood out
boldly for racial equality. There were violent con-
troversies within the Early Church, and this issue
bad to be faced at once by St. Panl in order to win
perfect freedom for non-Jewish races. But ag the
controversy proceeded, the question was settled once
and for all when the fupdamental declaration was
tpade, that there could not possibly be any distine-
tion between the Jow and the Greek, the barbarian
and the Scythian, the slave and the free man, within

the Church, because all were ‘“‘one humanity” in
Christ Jesus. .

This charter of race equality was never seriously
challenged by any Christian until the evil days of
the slave irade, and the setting np of that cruellest
of all distinctions between slave and slave-owner.
Race Churches in which the races worship separately,
were originally slave Churches. They arose out of
this brutal distinction on a slave basis. They re-
present, when analysed, the ultimate fact of racial
domination. :

Though it was the disgrace of my country to fight
fiercely to retain the monopoly of the slave traffic
between Africa and America in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, yet it was also the glory of
Great Britain that she gave many of the noblest
pinneers in the long struggle for the abolition of
slavery. A famoaos historian has said, that the one
purely disinterestéd act in modern politics has been
the abolition of slavery. It is an infinite relief that
we read, how our own forefathers carried through
that struggle, Let me empbasise, in passing, that it
was through individuoals, inspired by a dynamic
spiritual faith, that the victory was obtained. Not
by might, not by power, but by God’s Spirit was
the end accomplished.

This same victory roverberated in a thousand
other directions. - It gave a generoua outlook to the
nineteenth cenlury, making it perhaps the greatest
century of humane liberalism in all historical ex-
perience, The breath of freedom, which had tended
to make men fair-minded, in thought and deed,
spread over earth, We have the Parliameniary Pro-
clamation of Racial Equality in India, a8 early as
1833. This was repeated in the Queen’s Charter of
1868. The whole Colonial policy of Great Britain
—in Cape Colony, Naral, the West Indies, and other
exceedingly difficnlt racial areas—-was decided at
first on the same progressive lines. In other coun-
tries, also, the same spirit of freedom prevailed.
Snch outatanding figures as Lincoln in America, and
Gladstone in Great Britain, made this one principle
of equality secare. Whatever difficulties might
arise in practice, yet in the eyes of the law all men
and all races were made equal, This one sovereign
truth bad almost seemed at ope time to have estab-
lished itself finally for mankind in tho same way
that the abolition of slavery had done.

It has been my own task to stady the official
documents with regard to Indian and Colonial affairs
during this great age of liberal statesmanship last
centary, when Gladstone, Bright and others were in
full power, They feli from the bottomn of their !
hearls, that there must be nothing witbin the Bri-i
tish Constitntion which meant in the eyes of the -
law racial inequality. Nowand then, great battles |
were fought over thia issne: but the prineiple itself
was always acknowledged. It was this prineiple,
and this principle alone, that made Mabatma Gandhi,
in early South African days, such a profound be-_j
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Tiever in the British Constitation.
to be the one snpreme champion of rdcial freedom.

Baut the pendulum has swang back. 4 The reaction
came towards the close of the pineteeth centary.
While equality betwesn the while races has become
acknowledged, equality owiside the whito races has
now been violently challenged. What has some-
times been called the “Religion-of the. White Race'
has in.some directions taken: the place of the Chris-
tian Religion, to all intents .and..purpoges... It.-has
become a far more potent force, in some parta of the
world, than Christianity itself. '; .: -

This “White Race Religion” has carrled with it
always in it irain Jdomination and economic ex-
ploitation. With such iinmeneely powerful adinnels

L O

ag these, it has been 'ablé, sablly bnt sirely, to nndir-_ -

mine both the Brilish Copstitution and alse the
American Constilnfion, as:mnly-be witnessed in the
“white” revolt in Kenya in 1923, and in the Jynch-
ing which still gocs-on, in the Sountbern: States of
America. These things have left “racial equality”
to-day, in many parts of the world, merely a facade
without any substautial background;.a theory with-
out corresponding practice. The British Colonial
Office, with ils long carlier traditions of racial equal-
ity, has fought a brave fight agaioat this reactionary
tbndency, but it has been-obliged to give way again
and again so as virtually to acknowledge in practice
that there is one law for the white race, as the
superior race, and another law for the coloured races,
as inferior. Thus the Chrislian principle of racial
equality, which was upheld by the greatest states:
jmen of last century, bes now been abandoned in
action, and this insidious change bas been wrought
'so gradually that it has almost escared delection;
Mahatma Gandhi has entirely lost the fuith: he had
before. He holds now, after the Litter experience of
“Amritsar” that the British Counstitation is an
hypocrigy, professing one thing and practising
another.

““White Racialissa” has infeoted, an I have said,
the Chnstlan Church, That is tbe oerowning cala-

Emw.tv ‘When I was in Sounth Afriea, in 1913-14,

i Makatma Gandhi-was refused admission to a Chria-
tian Chorch, even at the Christian season of peace
and goodwill, when he went in love and brother-

, hood in drder to'hear me preach. An Indian Chris-
tikn would have received exactlly the same treatment,
ald s0 would a Chinese Chriatign, or an African
Chrisfian. We have thos gol a professing religion
to-day, which ‘calls itself Christian, but does not
acknowledge the ultimate Christian pnnclple of
racml equality. It cannot traly say : “Wo are all
‘one ‘Humanity’ in Christ Jesuvs,” It eannot repeat
thig, because it dpes ‘not believe it, and also does nof
prachse it over large areas.’

"When I came back from South Africa, on a very
short visit 1o England, esrly in 1914, my heart was
full of pain at " this racialism within the Christian
Ohuréh which I had just. witnessed in Natal. Bat
the whole almoaphere in Eogland was buzzing with
the secondary issue of the Kikayu Controversy,
while this racial wrong, which was aclually destroy-
ing Christ’s rehglon at its very root, had been left
in the luich.’ " It wae not poaslble o get the shghtest
hearing for this matter, which wes so radical in its
destructive power.

The Worlil War followed, and now the same racial
tragedy haseveryday grown worse and worse. For
gines the-War;-and in keeping with the brutahty of
the War ‘Spirit, we have suffered terribly, in India,
at-~ Amritsari” In- Kenys, we have seen a racial
franchise.and a racial -bonecription imposed; we bave

5 had forcéd labonr nrged mpon us by odministrators.
We have had also a Colonr Bar Act in South Afrien,
which is an ontrage to mankind. Is it to be won-
dered at, then; if the Simon Commission, on which
only.white men have been allowed to sit, is nick-
. pamed-in India 2\ White Raoe Commlsamn ”
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Meanwhile, rucial churches, growing up like
noxious weeds, have spread this virnlence far and
wide, There are actually to-day Chrisfian Chuarches
where doxoted apostles.of Ohrist's love, like the late
Dr. Aggroy, would not even be admitted. :He did
not happen to belong to the dominant whito race.
He was not a “white man.” Therefore he conld not
attend the white man’s Chnrch. .. : ‘

1s.Christ divided ?

I-have not pansed to argue out the full case for
racial equality, but have taken it a8 one of the final
facts of the Christian religion, jost as it is also a final
-faot in dther World--teligions of mankind. The in-
“finite shame is this, that while, for instance, thn
* faith of. Islatn and the.Buddhist faith—to their
hounour be it said—praclise as well as preach race

y equahly, vot over large areas of tho world thoss who

{ profess'the Ghristian faith do #of practise, but inerely
preach, What shame, to & sincere Christian, can ho
greater than that ? P

.Again and again, when we go abroad—and even
sometimes in England itseli—the question is put te
ns by those who belong to other religions: “Why
do Christians alone to-day uphold racial -inequality,
and judge men. according td the eolour of their
skin ?” _If wo protest, and assert vehemently, that
Christ never tanght such things, we are brought up
against -the fact, tbat .Christ's followers aotnally
practizsed them on such a large scale that they fill up
ihe picinre in: cerlain lands abroad.: They ask us
the gearching gacstion :. “Did not Christ say, ‘By
their fruits ye shall know them ? Can men gather
grapes of thorns, or ﬁgs of! tbmtles . We have no
anawer. . - Lo

Itis an Afrloan proverb whlch mys “Your deeds
speak so loud to me that I. cannot hear what your
words say.” Snrely, in Africa and elsewhere, our
racial . deeds have -spoken #0 loudly that our pro-
fessions now carry no weight at all, , How counld it
be.otherwise ? It is these loud-speakers all over
the world—{hese racial Churches of Christendem
—which trompet forth our sins, No wonder that
the stil} small voice of the Holy Spirit of God can-
not be heard. No wonder that the portrait of the
meek aud lowly Chriat awaite recognition, unknown
and unloved.

‘What, theo, remains to be done? Aro we to fold
our hands? Are we merely to sit silent?

That is not what our forefathers did, when they
wore faced with slavery. Howaver few they were,
they feolt so deeply, as individunals, tho crying wrong,
that they were ready lo lay down their lives for. the
truth. The one.single death of Edward Smith. of
Demerara—tbe young inissionary who died in u
fetid tropical prison on behalf of the slaves in Bri-
tish Guiana—lid more to abolish aluvery than all the
others striving put together. It gave the moral
power, behind the plea of W:lberforce and others,
which carried it home to men's hearts,

What is needed to-day ie a revival of the spirit of
Cbristian martyrdom, That great word “martyrdom’
basa fine background and & noble meaning.. .It
signifies wilness in aclion: It is only those who
have carried their faith to- the test of action—thoss
who have lived. for their faith with. the. joyfuol
consciousness that at any moment they may be
called apon to dio for it—it is only sech men and
women ‘who are able to hold their own position
without wavering, when the crocial teat comes. It
is only these who can wrest vietory out of defeal.
There must be no compromise, no. betrayal, no
looking back. The tept is n crucial. test; for it is
always, in some way or other, tho test of the Crosa,

Becango Lbe issoe is 80 grave: beecaose it is a matter
of life and death—~—not lo you. nod mo only, but to
the Christian Faith itself, as it is lived and practised
among men—{or tbal reason [ bave waited in Eng-
land for this Liverpool Conference, in order, if God
gives me grace and strength, to pass on to the
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Christian stndents of this generation—and especially,
may | sdd, thoss of my own dear country—the
barning indignation that we all feel, who are abroad,
as we face the mischief done to Chriet’'s Church.
We nsk yon to redoemn this racial. wrong in the
present generation. - .

Very soon the call may come to finish what bas
been given to me, personally, to carry through in the
ghort life-span allotted by God: for l am nearing
the age of sixty, 2nd thip hody of mine has been
tried by constant i)lnesa in, the tropics. Bat if it
werg only possible to d-Jiver over-to the keeping of
{he present generation, both men and women, this one
sapreme Jongiog of our hearls—thia longing 1o re-
move from the fair name of Christ the racial
reproach, and to bring to an end, for His sake, these
racial Christian Chorches. then we who have grown
old conld joyfully make way for others, whose jdeal-
ism is unloucked by the caution of old age and
whose lives are still ardently adveniurous. We
canpot, we must not, we dare not, swerve one hair’s
breadth from the great charter of hnman solidarity
and bnman redemplion, which Christ Himself has
given us: for - o ‘ ) i

In Him, there can be neither Jew nor Greek,
barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, for all are one
man in Christ Jesus.

This racial irsue, on which I have given you my
heart, has been no easy one to deal with. To speak
alout it at a Conference Jike this conld not be
licbtly undertaken,', Such deep-rooted evils as are
now bound up with it bave only one sore remedy,
and Christ Himself has . niade.the remedy plain in
thess words: “Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Except a grain of wheal fall into the earth and die,
it abi teth by jtself alone; but if it die, it -leaveth
much fruit. He that loveth his life loseth it;and he
tbat hateth his life in this world -shall keep it unto
life eternal.. .If any man serve me let him follow
me, and where I am there shall also my Servant be.”

God’s purpose in the jvorld is clear. May we
have grace to fulfl it!

THICK-SKINNED DURBAN
' ° 'COUNCILLORS =

HE scathing indictment of the Execu-
tive- Committee of the Central

+  Housing Board who recently in-

- quired into and reported upon the housing
conditions of Indians in and around Durban,
we thought, would have awakened our city
fathers to their duty to thecir Indian em-
ployees and taxpayers, But with a few
exceptions, they seem to be too thick-
skinned 10 have any effect. Before the
Minister of the Depariment of Health could
be heard on the recommendations made by
the Board the Durban- Town Council has
expressed itself. " The Finance Committee
has recommended the rejection of the re-
commendation of- the Central Housing
. Board to utilise the higher portion’ of the
land at Eastern Vlei, “if the Council is
really desirous of doing its duty towards the
Indian population,” fof . erecting houses
which would either be sold or let to them.
The land that seemed to the Central: Hous-
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ing Board, who was specially -commissioned
to investigate into the matter, as being
“suitable for building purposcs” has seemed
to the Finance Committee of the Council
as unsuitable.

This recommendation of the Finance
Committee wastatried by the Durban Town
Council at its meeting last Monday together
with a furthcr recommendation that a sub-
committee consisting of the Mayor and
Councillors Burman and Lea should dea]
specifically with the development of the
Cato Manor property for the housing ‘of
Indians. Councillor Mrs, Benson who took
a more generous attitude proposed an
amendment to add the words ‘“Cato Manor
and/or o.her sites.” This was supported
by Councillors Knight and Burman and the
above motion was passed together with the
amendment, : :

We have hardly known any recommend-
ations made by a special inquiry committee
to be thus summarily thrown aside. But
some of our present city fathers seem to be
capable of anything—even of e¢xceeding the
limits of common decency.

The Town Council has no grounds now
to suggest that it has no land for &
housing scheme for ‘Indians within the
Borough. The Central Housing .Board’s
report stares it in the face o repudiate
any such suggestion.

The only fact that is proved to the hilt
now is that it does not want to do -its
duty towards the Indian population but that
it wishes to rid the town. of its Indian popu-
lation. This is the object of the Council's
Cato Manor scheme which it is so intent
upon carrying out. We are thankful to
those members of the Town Council wno in
face of opposition did the best in the
circumstances to improve matters by bring-
ing in the amendment, '

It is not many days ago that Mr.
Sastri paid a high tribute to the Mayor, Mr.
Eaton, for having said that the whole nation
was pledged to stand by the Capetown
Agreement and fulfil it. As the head of
affairs His Worship has nut been reported
to have protested against this unfair action
of the Town Council. Perhaps his inter-
pretation of the Agrecment was something
which could not be understood by Mr.
Sastri. : C

It will be interesting to know what the
Minister of the Department of Health has
to say about the Town Council’saction.
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Indian Housing In Durban

Council Has lts Own Way

———y

Intent Upon Sticking To
Cato Manor Scheme

Housing Board’s Recommendations Rejected

The guestion of Indian housing came before the
Durban Town Council last Monday when the
Finanee Committee submitted the following recom-
mendations upon the recent report of the Central
Housing Board :—

{2) That the site on the Eastern Vlei near the
Athlone Bridge to Durban North, referred to in
the report of the Central Housing Board as
being eanitable for Indiun hoosing, be nof enter-

' tained in view of it sitoation and inadequate
gize,

{b) That a sub-committee of three, consisting
of the Mayor and Counecillors Borman and Lea,
be appointed to deal specifically with the de-
velopment of the Cato Manor property for the
housing of Indians, negotiating with the local
health board in regard to the size of site per-
missible under their by-laws and with the Pro-
vincial Administration in regard to the provi-
sion of roads to the estate; and to submit full
recommendations in regard to the layout of the
land for these purposes,

Conngcillor Kemp declared that recommendation
(b) was simply procrastination. The Council, he
siid, would never be able to do anything in that
direction. To talk about going to Cato Manor was a
waste of time becanse the lndians regarded it as
gegregation; furthermore, the Earopean community
in that area wonld object. Why then tie down the
sub-committes to Cato Manor ?

In his opinion, Mr. Kemp said, the only satis-
factory solution was to accommodate the Indians at
Umgeni, where adeqguate transpori facilities were
available, and the Counneil onght to make a start
with the Indians in municipal employ. The Coun-
cil had not sent its own employees to Cato Manor;
jindeed the heads of departments objected on the
ground that the transport facilities were inadequate.
If the Council provided accommodation at Umgeni
for its own Indians, numbering with their families

, about 2,000, it would have the effect of altracting
other Indians there.

Councillor Wanless endorsed this view, aud de-
clared that the Council had made the mistake of
going it8 own way without consulting Indian
opinion,

Councillor Lea said it wouald geem as though some
Qouncillora had no confidence in anyone but thewn-
seives, He urged that the sub-commiitee shounld at
least be given an opportunity of meeting before
criticiams were made against the general scheme.

Councilior Clark also hoped the sub-committes
wonld be allowed to function and make an attempt
1o carry out the Couneil’s policy.

An Amendment

Couneilior Mrs. Benson was against restricting the
sub-committee’s terms of reference to Cato Manor;
and moved an amendment to add to the moiicn the
words, “Cato Manor, andjor other sites.”

Councillor Mre. Knight econded. Stressing the
gravity of the problem, she pointed to the fact thbat

while the pvor White class and Coloured persons
were allowed to pour into Natal, Indians by law
were confined to Natal. The position, she eaid, was
grossly unfair.

She aecused the Town Conneil of not keeping its
promisea towards the Indian comnmnuoity in regard
to giving them land within the Borough, and de-
clared that the Council had even taken land from
Indians.

Councillor Acatt opposed the amendment, observ-
ing that the Finance Committee had a special reason
for not mentioning any site other than Cato Manor.

Councillor Burman said he was willing to inclade
other sites in the terms of reference, althongh ho
was satisfied there was no available site within tho
Borongh itseif for any comprehensive honsing
scheme for Indians. Nor would he be a party to
any scheme at Umgeni owing to the danger of floods
sach 88 occurred in 1917. Bt there was other
propriety available for sale, adjacent to railway
communication, and if the sub-committees terms of
reference were widened this might be considered.

The comnmittee’s recommendations, together with
Mrs. Benson's amendment to (b), were carried,
Conncillor Acutt dissenting to the amendment.
—Nalal Mercury,

Springs Town Council Loses
Action

Effect Of The Gold Law

Judge’s Decision In Supreme Court

The only ground relied on is a contravention of
the Gold Law—in other words, illegality . . .I do
pot think that there can be any donbt hut that Sec-
tions 130 and 131 were inserted in the Gold Lawasa
matter of State policy, and that a special department
was created by the law-giver to administer the Jaw, .
In the Crown granta . . . no specific condition {ex-
cepting the mineral rights), restricting the rights of
the freshold owner waa inserted. There {8 no
mention that coloured peraonsd shonld not ocoupy or
reside on the erven:; but it is contended that the
provisions of the Gold Law should be read into the
Crown grants. .. In these circumstances I have
come to the conclusion that the plaintiff couneil has
1o locus standi civilly to enforce a contravention of
Section 13} of the Gold Law against an owner or
occnpier of an erf.”

Concluding a considered judgment, delivered on
his behalf by Mr. Justice Gey van Pittina in the
Rand Division of the Suprewne Court on Jan. 31, Mr.
Justice Krauge came to the above important decision
regarding the rights of muniecipalitia to apply the
provisions of the Gold Law, when he refused the
application of the Town Council of Springs for an
ejection order against Fakir Moosa and Moosa lissop
Sidat, Asiatic traders, who wore residents of Ecf 46,
Springs.

The application was based on Section 131 of Act
35 of 1908, the Council alleging that Moosa and
Sidat were in illegal occuption of the erf, as the
town of Springs had been proclaimed a public
digging under the Gold Law,

History Of Springs

Reaviewing the history of Springs, however, hig
lordship held that it was not a Government town.
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ship created under the Gold Law when it was pro-
climedin 1904, In November, 1911, a Proclamation
was issned by the Governor-General unnder the
provisions of Act 35 of 1908, and it was npon .the
interpretation and legal eflect of that Proclamation
that the Conncil now claimed the right of ejectment
of the Asiatici. The Iatter contended that the
Council had no locns standi, and denied the view
put forward by the Council that tho Proclamatit.!n
of 1911 had the effect of converting the township
into a public digging. If it did bave that effect, it
was maintained, the DProclamation was invalid.
Alternatively it was maintained that the Proclam-
ation was intended to give effect to the provisions of
Section 52 of Act 35 of 1908, and that the provisions
of Section 131 did not apply to the ground proclaim-
ed for sach purpose

Althoogh it had been the policy of the Transvaal
since the early days to restrict and limit the political,
as well as the civil, rights of natives and coloured
persons, inclnding Asiatics, his lordsbip held that

the law should be so interpreted that no citizen was -

deprived of greater rights than it was the clear
intention of the law-giver ahould be taken away.

Other Rights

“In my view, all the Legislature intended to
grant to the Crown by Section 52,” gaid his lordship,
after reviewing the decigions on the jssne, ““was the
rights, after notice to persons interested in the areas
mentioned, to mine for minerals existing therennder.”
All other rights, such as rights of anrface owner or
those holding rights ander them, were not affected,
"One could hardly imagine that if the populous city
of Johannesburg had been in the same position as
the town of Springs,” he said, “The legislatare
intended that by the Crown dec.ling to exercise its
rights nnder Section 52, the large coloured popnla-
tion could be legally ejected from the lot on which
they bave lawfully resided for years. . . . A confis-
cation of rights is not presamed, and if the Legis-
latare intended ench a wholesalo injustice, it wonld,
and should, bave said s0 in clear words.”

Although neither Asiatics nor coloured persons
possessed immovable property in freehold, they
were not legally debarred from enjoging and
possessing the rights of user of land, his lordship
pointed out, and it was, therefore, inconceivable
that such use was intended to be confined to
white persons only. He had, therefore, come
to the conclurion that the legal effect of the
Preclamation of 1911 was not automatically to
bring the provisions of Sections 130 and 131 into
operation, and that all that Section 52 contemplated
was to empower the Governor-General to notify of
the intention of the Crown to exerciss its rights to
mine underneath the areas mentioned. “If the
Proclumation c¢laims & wider scope, it is to that
extent ultra vires,” his Jordship said,

No Legal Effect

From other points of view, which his lordship
dealt with, the Proclamation was also of no legal
effect ag far as tho erf holders were concerned. His
lordship then proceeded to deal with the qnestion

of locns standi, giving the above decision in regard
to the appeal.

The Council’s application was therefore dismissed
with costs.

NMr. R.F. MacWilliam, K.C., with him Mr. H
Walton (instructed by Mr, W, Dunbar), appeared
for the Council, and Mr. J. V. Brink, K.C., with him
Mr. A. C. Thompson (intrncted by Mcears, Pearson
and Rothachild), for the defendant—~Nazal Witness,

Oppressive government, is fiercer and more dreaded
hau wny uger.caCrntugivg

‘mot express a greater compliment.”

Sir Kurma Welcomed At
Capetown

Agent’s Appeal For Unity

“Men like Sastri are given to a country but once
in an age. Ido not pretend to approach him in
greatness, and the relations he has created in South
Africa between Earopean and Indians will not cease,
even when he has crossed the seas. Sastri has left
behind impressiona which are indelible.”

This was the gracioua tribute paid to Mr. Srinivasa
Sastri by his successor, Sir Kurma V. Reddi, the
new Agent-General for India, in the City Hall last
night, says the Nalal Adverliser's Capetown correspon-
dent in a message dated February 6, when the Cape
British Indian Couneil gave Sir Eurma a public wel-
come. Among the many prominent citizens present
were Sir James Rose-Innes, Mr. Morris Alexander,
IKC., M.L.A., and Mr, C. J. Sibbett, M.P.C. On
behalf of the City, the Mayor of Capetown, Mr. A,
B. Reid, extended to Sir Karma a sincere welecome,
and wished him all saccess in his work. “Sir Kurma’s
task will not be an easy one,” he added, “but he will
be met with every goodwill. He will be worthy
saccessor to Mr. Sastri, and to Sir Karma we counld
1Applause,)

Mr. A. Ismail, general and organising secretary of
the Cape British Indian Counecil, eaid that three
years ago the Indian community in South Afriea
had been threatened with a “‘great disuster.” That
the disaster had been avoided was due mainly to the
important deputations sent to the Union by the
Government of Inida, and alsoto the statesmanship
displayed by the Prime Minister, General Herizog,
and the Minister of the Interior, Dr. D. F. Malan.

Country Of Great Problems

Sir James Rose-Innes gaid he felt sure Sir Kurma
would be not only a good friend of India, but also
a good friend of South Africa. South Africa was a
conntry of great racial problems, which would never
be solved by a policy of real repression. People
should not be too race-conscions, bat should think
of South Africa.’

Sir Kurma was given a great ovation on rising to
reply. He gaid that during his stay in Sonuth Africa
he wonld sorely need help, not only from his
conntrymen but from every section of the people.

“I believe,” he went on, “that some of those
present to-night do not see eye to eye with the Cape
British Indian Council. Let me urge, therefore,
that the watchwords of all Indians in South Africa
be education and unity, so thatany appeal made to
the Union Government will come from a united
Indian community. In this conntry Indians are a
minority community, and they cannot therefore
afford to be divided among themselves,

“I look uwpon the Capetown agreement as my
Koran. All has not yet been accomplished in
Boath Africa, and my daty will be to confine my-
self to the limits of the agreement, and to see that
fraition i8 reached. Let it bo that those who oppose
the agreement do not at least place obstructions in
the way of its working. Tho agresment may be
called a dark horse whick is now being given free
goodwill, co-operation and a helping hand. I am
certain this dark horse will eventually reach the
winning post to the great and overlasting credit of
South Africa and the benefit of the Indiau in this
country. -

“During the lagt 18 months both Indians and
Europeans have done their level best to give eoffect

The Social instinot is a primary iastinet in man=Maren
Autelion
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to this agreement. In_ demanding that Indiane
should improve their standard Jof liviug, however,
the Enropeans should take two circmmetances into
consideration, The first’ is’ the poverty of my
countrymen, the second is that men, women and
children with the blood of India in their veins have
been tanght for ages to live as peacefally and poerly
as possible. Provided the necessary food and I'Bl-
ment are there we are tanght not to think of more,”

Slr Kurma Addresses Rotarians

rai———

India’s “Keildg's Pect” OFf 4000 Yeer Ago

“East ‘London, Feb. 2.—Speaking at a Rotarian
Yancheon to-uday. Sir Korma V. Reddi, the new
Agent-General'in South Africa for the Government
uf India, ‘delivered an interesting addreés on the
Kéllogg Peace Pact, and the manner in which it was
viewed in India.

‘He paid tribute to the American desire to outlaw
war and make violence by nations as mnuch an
offence as murder, by individuals..

1n India, be sdid, war was ontlawed some 4,000 or
5,000 years agp aftér a great war—oven greater than
the recent Great War—in which not only did men,
women and children lese their lives, but even the
ancient acta and sciences were entirely destroyed.
Incidentally there was'evidence, he suid, that in that
groat Indian war airplanes were used, and a forin of
poison gas which made people swoon bnt did not
destroy life. From this the Indian theory wag built
np that mankind developéd in civilisation and cul-
tare up to a4 point when the whole thing would bave
to be stopped and mankind would have to begin all
over agam as hiad happened in India.

Experience bad showed, ha gsaid, that the Indian
out.lawry of war mentioned cou]d not prevent other
nations invading India or wars in Tndia iteelf. How
then would the Kellogg Puct help the cange of world
peace urless some authonty, . ﬂnme polieemau or
magistrate, ns it wers, ‘existed to enforee tho ontlawry
of war 7 He snbmitted that the Leagne of Nations
supphed that anthority, hut nnless America’ jomod
the League their object conld not he attained.” He
hoped the day was not far distant when Americd
wonld join the Liagné and render full help in the
cause of peace—Rrutar,

ve U

Typ ographical, Umon Admits
Indians

The following resolntinn was carried with only
one diesentient, at a wull-attended meeting of the
Durban branch nf the Typouraphicul Union:—

“That, ai the constitution of the Nomth' Afiizan
Typographical Unioh contains no refcrence to ny
Oolour bar, tliis annnal general meating of thin Dur-
ban branch, recognising the agreement thnl exists
betweon the Gavernmept of Tndia and the Govern:
ment of South “Affica, instructs its ecerctary and
eommittés to accept and rocommend to the Goye ‘rning
Board apnlications for membership 'to the South
African Typographical Union from Indums ‘under
the eobdmona lald down in the constitntion.”

"Asa “rerult nearly 200 Indiaus enuaged in the

rlntinﬁ indusiry ip and saround Durban were
pirolla pe e biarE

The Story ef My Experiments
With Truth

[BY M. K. GAHDHI]

Part V Chapter 11,

. e

WrrtH GOKHALE IN PooNaA

The moment I reachod Bombay. Gokhale sent me
word that the Governor was desirons of seeing me
and that it might be praper to respond before I left
for Poona. Accord:ng]y, I called on hia Excellency.
After the nsual inguiries, he said :

'l ask one thing of you. I would like you to
como and see me whenever you propose to take any
steps concerning Government.’

1 replied :

‘I can very easily give ‘the promiae masmuch ap
it is my rule as a Satyagrahi to onderstnnd the view;
point_of the party I proposs to deal with, and to try
to agree with him as far as may be posslble I
striotly chserved the rile in South Africa and I
mean to do the same here.’

Lerd Willingdon thanked lhe and: gdid: " ‘Yon
may come to me whenoever you' like, and you will
see that roy Govermnent do not w:llfully do any-
thing wrong.’

‘To which I rep]:ed
tams me.’

Atter this T-went to Poona. It i 1mposmble for
me to get down “all’ the' reminiscences of this pre-
cious time; Gurkhuls and the meinbers of the Ner-
vants of India Sociely overwhelmed ‘mé with affect
tion, So far as I recollect, Gokhale' hadl surmmoned
all of them' to' tmeet me. T Fad a frnnk tnlk w:th
them alt on every sort of subject, '

Gokhale was very koen that [ uhonld jom the
Society and go "'was 1. But the members felt that
#e there was &' great difference between -viy ideals
and methods of work dnd theirs; it' might' not be
proper for me to join the Society. Gokhale be-
lieved that in spitlo of my ipsistence on my own
principles I was equally ready and sble to tolemte
the:rs. .

‘Bat,’ he faid, ‘the membors of the Seclety have
not yet nnderstood your readiness for comprnmuh.
They are tenacigus of their principies, and. quite in-
dependent. : I am hoping that they will acerpt yon,
but if they don’t, you will not for 8 moment think
that they are lacking in respect or love for you.
They aro hesitating to take aoy risk, lest their high
regard for you should be jeopardised. Buat whether
you, are formally admitted as a metnber or not, I am
going to look upnn youn a8 one,’

Imfprmed Golchale of my jntentions. Whether I
was admitted as a member. or not, [ .wanted to have
an Ashram where Ie could gettle, dewn with my
Phoenix family, pre erably somewhere in Gujarat,
8 boing 2 Gujarati, I thought I wne best, fitled. to
perve the country throukh servmg Gujarat. . .Gokhale
liked the Silea., He snid:. . Yon shonld certainly do
PO, Whafever may be the reqnlt of your talks with
the meinbers, you must look to me for the cxpemlcs
of the Ashmm which I will regard as my own.’

. My heart overflowed with jny. = It was a pleagnre
te feel free from the responsibility of raising funds
to realise that I shonld not be obliged to sel “whont
the worle all on my own bnt that 1 should bé abld to
count on a sare guide whenever'I was in thlﬁcnlty.
This took a great load off my-mind.

So the late Dr. Dev waa sumrnoned and told te
open nn acconnt.for me in the Society’s books' and
to glve me whatover [ might reqnire for the Ashram

nod for pul-lin expenaca
1 now prapared o Hl; %o Bhantiniketan, ©On the

It 1s t.lmt faith wlnch sus-
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avo of my departure, Gokhale &rranged a party of
selected friends taking good care to order for re-
freshments of my fiking, i, fruits an.tl nuts. The
party was held jast a few paces from his room and
yet he was hardly in a conditian to walk to and
attend it. But his affection for me got the better of
him and he insisted on coming. He came but-fainted
and had to be carried away. Sach fainiing had not
happened for the firet lime, and 8o when he came to,
he sent word that we must go on with the party.

This party was of course no more than a con-
versation in the open space opposite the Society’s
guest honas, ddring which friends had heart-to-heart
chats over light refreshments of ground-nauts, dates
and fresh fruils of the season,

Bat the fainting fit was to be no common event in
my life.

Indian Athletic ébbrfé

Soccer Team From India

Under the auspices of the Durban Indian: Sports
Grounds Association and the distingnished patronage
of the Rr. Hon. V. Srinivasa Sustri, P.C., athletic
sports were held at the Indian Recrealion Grounds,
Currie’s Fountain, Durban, on Sunday the 20th
January. , . Lo

The entries for all events were excollent, And
for the first time Golf compelitions where held in
conjunction with tlie'athletiesports;and these proved
very successfull; there being no lack of keenness by
the competitors. s o

Doring "the afternoon” Mr. Bastri attendéd and
presented the prizes to the successful' compefitors, -

At the end of an exiremely suceéssful : sports day,
the Chairman of the Association (Mr. B. L. Singh)
in wishing Mr. Sastfi good-bye on behalf of the
members of the Associdtion’ and all ‘those present
thanked Mr. Bastri for the splendid work ke ha-l
undertaken and achieved for the Indisn community
and-in soggesting 1hat ‘g 'Sgeder Team from India
should visit South Africs, asked Mr., Sastei to assist
in this direction. *" ¢ ¢

Mr. A. Sookdeo (thé Hon. Sacretary of the Asso-
ciation) ‘exprissed the view that the Indian com-
maunity.of Sputh Africa was loging 4 'redl snd trad
friend il the return: of Mr. Sastri to India and sddsd
that he hoped that their friend, gnide and co nsgliqr
would be long spared ‘to continné the é’oétr public
Work foy which he was faipous;jand on their behalr,
he hoped that Mr. Sastri would visit this conntry
again at ho distant date,

Mr. Sastri who was received with an ovation.
replied in a humorous vein and &poke 0 'his youth.
ful days when he took part in sports, and; so far as
he could remember “the other fellow” always ‘won
the priza. Referring to'the sports then concloded,
he asked those present to take & greatér “interest 'in
athletics and- the like, and to help and’ assist loyally
and.devotedly the officers of the Association t6 inake
their gronnds and their games worthy of the Indian
community.. .

Speaking to the suggestion of the Chairman i
the matter of India sending a Soccer Team to South
Africa, he stated that he wonld certainly place the
propoeal before the Sporting Inslitutions in India,
and, go far ag he covld he would endeavonr to assiat
in the project of sendiug a fooiball {eam to the Union
at an early date, and with this in view suggested
that the: Indian Sporting Associations in this country
should keep in tonch with him,

The Association wishes it to be ‘known' thdt it
contemplates holding another sports mesting during
Easter and in all rrobability it will be ‘thampion-
shin(,Vanti.' e ST

§In sherelore aujemted thot ntbietan shnuld pis

in a8 much practice as they can 80 as to get themsslves
in trim for this meeting. R -

Farther information may be hid from the
Becretary, < e s o

—pie ¢ e ¢t A cd.a

IR N
Further Tributes To Mr, Sastri
;l;la;;ll Mell'ct.l;"ly’\/

The Natal Mercury dated'January 25 writeh <o

Except among those few who "have- deliberately
shut thair ears'to the measured eloquends of the-re-
tiring Agent of the Government of India, or -those
to whom the “Gentleman’s Agreement” entered into
between' the Goveraments-of the Union and-of
India has always been ‘auathema, - there is ‘véry
genuine regret that we are no :longer' ‘to- have the
privilege of Mr, Saatri’s acquaintance nor the- tomeh
of his statesmanship, which has ‘ensuréd the -dmooth :
working of that Agreement -from- its inception-té:
the present day. It is undeniable that alone through }
Mr. Sastri's enthusiasn for" the: causs - which ha§
pleada—the uplilt of ths Indian in:'the -Union ‘to aif
higher plane, of morality;: edlacation’and living~§{
there is a_-vastly better naderstanding of the two f
civilisations, East and -West; in South™ Afriéa-thar
seemed possible some Years ago. - The Aeteement' in
working where it might easily-havé broken dotrn:
Mr, Sastri has introduced a: consoiousness of ‘Indian
coltaroe to a country that formerly had no :ided ‘that
India possepsed any form of culture. - South Afridd’s
vision of Indja sjopped shoré at the: dhoby with the
wash and the Simy peddling vegetables at the - dodr:
That we see India with a broader vision to-day; that
our relations with her are more. happily establisted,
is dne to the great gifts which Mr. Saatri has brouzhi
to bear on the delicate position he has: ocenpied and
now.hands over to Sir Kurma' V. Raddiz --v-= 1) -«

The new Agent of the Tndian Goveriitisht tikés
office at 4 time of great difficdlty, it 2 p=fiod Swhai
changes are impending ‘ini ‘the Governmaht of the
Unfon :a Government’ withi' which he ‘must hecdit
sarily be in’ close touch and sydipathy. “That ‘ha
will be stccesstul —if not so fpectacalari§' ko' is his
predecessor—we have no doubt. Sir Kurma’s frst
public utterance in tbis ¢oantry and his past record
reveal him asa man of no small accomplishments,
eager not only to work Yor thél: welfarh' of “his .com-
patriote bat to find understanding of our own prob-
lems and our own viewpoint. If he bears that
always in mind and works for the unity of -his d¥n
people in this ecoyptry—a tagk in which evién M«
Sastri has not heen wholly suceessful—he will take
South Africa and India a long way on the path of
complete understanding, - *- - PR S SRTUNPEN

But the diffieplty is, ag. it always hes. been," thiat
the Enropean who seeks to meet ,the .Indian on hig
own ground ip this country finds him divided.in
h[_ﬂ opinions apd. allegiances. Mr. Sastri haa. tried
with only partial snccess. to malce the South African
!n_d_mn Congress tl}e mouthpieco of Indian opinion
in thi '?PRQ'N He Eia% to confess in his valedictory
8peech (o the Natal Indian Congress in the Town
Hallyeaten?h.yi". " co o .

. There.are stjl] too many divisions that cannot
be good for 3 small commonpity, living in # dis-
tant land..,, When Ileft Bombay I had oceasion
to tell my fe low-gountrymen there of the_ spli:
that had ogeurved .in our. primary . andeavorir
here to establish,the Authority and.“jurisdiction
of tha«“a‘o;:{;h.-A.-f-riean--Tm!ianddmzrrss.;nY; is
Dow poatibla to say $H1t dbha’ Qorgrodd prund;
18 benefils over the Tranavaal, ﬂ;gg‘stﬁé!ﬂﬁ 5 ’
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gee even now some signs that all is not well in
our political organisation.

"As Mr, Sastri stated then, the Union Government is
willing to recognise and to nepotiate with the South
African Indian Copgress. As he stated to the Con-
gress iteelf yesterday, its work has an intimate re-
lation to the welfare of the Indian commnunity and
to the delicate balancing of that community be-
tween the Governments of India and the Union.
But so long as the Congrees does not interpret the
views of the South African Indian commaunity as a
whole the hands of the Union Government are tied
in its negotiations. Good a8 is the work that he has
done in thia country, Mr. Sastri must take back with
him to bis own much divided country the realisation
that he has failed to establish abeolute unity among
South African Indians. -

Porhaps Mr. Sastri has, to a small extent, the

‘ shortcomings of his own strong convictions in tbat

{ he sees India g0 enthnsiastizally and returns to her

;80 gratefully, that he allows the rosy glow of his be-
ilief in her ultimate destiny to obscure the reality of
ther schisme, the wide gulfs that separate millionas of
{her people from our conceptions of justice and
humanity. “Upon all sides,” he says, “and even in
Sounth Africa, there is ample evidence that a recog-
nition of equality and justice is growing wider and
more firmly established.” Mr, Sastri says “even in
Sonth Africa,”” Surely the elognence of his splendid
oratory has led bim a little wide of the mark? We
have yet to learn that India’s’ many millions of
“antonchable” outcasts are more aware of ‘‘equality
rand justice” than weare in the Union—"even” though
we have turned 14 per cent. of our total white popu-
lation into citizens below the level of the more ad-
vanced Natives,

Mr, Sastri, however, leaves us the foundation of
agreement between East and West that he has bnilt
and the memory of a cultured gentleman. Sir
Kuarma Reddi hss no eaey task in continuing the
work that his successor has begun so ambitionsly.
We can but wish him success and, in bidding fare-
well to Mr. Sastri, assure him that he will not soon
be forgotten and that those who have been privi-
leged to know him in South Africa will watch his
further career of service in India with lively interest.
India needs his gifts of elogquence and statesman-
ship, his passionate pleading for justice and equality
between man and man, before she can hope to be
ready for and deserving of the autonomy that she
craves.

Bishop Karney’s Tribute

b The current issne of the Watchman, the magazine
of the diocese of Johannesburg, contains a glowing
tribute to Mr. Sastri by the Bishop of Johannesburg,
Dr. A. B. L. Karney. In the course of his monthly
letter to Dr. Karney writes:—

“Johannesburg seeras at the end to have awalkened
to the fact that in the Agent-General for India, Mr.
Sastri, we have had a really great man in our midat.
It has been my privilege to entertain Mr. Sastri, and
in other ways I have seen a great deal of him,

““He i8 certainly one of the greatest men I have
ever met. His extraordinary liberality of mind, his
fair-mindedness, his philosophic ontlook on life,
wedded to a passionate love of India, with strong
loyalty to the British Empire—here isa combination
of qualities rare indeed. Few who heard him will
forget his magmificent appeal for justice, for the
freeing of all racial questions from the toils of party
politics. God grant our first rank . pojitician will
read his words and weigh them well,” ‘

News In Brief

Weo draw our readers’ attention to the advertise-
meni appearing in another colnmn in econnection
with the Annnoal General Meeting of the Natal
Indian Congress. The date has been altered from
Feb, 24, which appeared in last week's issne in
error, to March 17,

—_—(—

The Quality Store, 104 Field Street, Darban, have
publised a time table for the Mabhomedan Ramadsn
month whick begina on Tuesday next. It s printed
on art paper and coniaings a fine pictnre of the
mosqne at Berlin. '

——

The Union Parlinment re-opened on Friday Jan.
25, Among the first important things done was to
approve of the Kellogg Pact. General Smuls dis-
eribed the Pact as nothing more than a pions
platitnde. The other important subjet dsscussed
is General Smuts’ motion of no-confidenca in the
present (Rovernment. Up to the ‘ime of writing
these lines the debate has not ended. '

—o..—

Mr, J. 8, Smit who has retired from his post as
Union High Cemmissioner in London and is on his
way back to South Africa has been appointed as
Administrator of the Transvaal as from March 1,

Natal Indian Congress
Annual General Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the a-nual
general meeting of the Natal Indian Con-
gress will be held at the Parsee Rustomjee
Hall, Queen Street, Durban, on Sunday
17th March 1929 at 2-30 p.m.

Agenda: Minutes, Secretary’s report,
Treasurers’ Financial Repcrt, Revision of
Rules, Election of Officials, General.

SORABJEE RU.ETOM]EE,
resident.
A. I. KAJEE '

] Jt. Hon,

P, Q, P4 THER[ Secrctarics,

EDICTAL CITATION

IN THE MAGISTRATE'S COURT
FOR THR DISTRICT OF INANDA HELD AT YERULAM

Case No. 55/1929,
Between :

MUTHAMMA No. 63043/59564—Plointif—Froe
Indian Woman of Mount Edgecombe, Natal, and
PONNEN No. 63075,—Defendant—Free Indian
whose present address is unkown to Plaintiff.

Te the above named Defendant :

' Take notice that a Summons has beon issmed
against you in this Court by MUTHAMMA of Mount
Edgecombe, Natal, for divoree a vinculo matrimonii
on the grounds of malicious desertion and costs of
snit and that an Order has been made that the pub-
lication of notice of snch Summons sbali be deemerl
to be good and safficiont service of the Snummons on
you. You are required to enter an appearance to
the Summons on or before the 5th day of March
1929; and if you do not do so Judgment may bo
given against yon in your absence,

Dated at Verulam this 6th day of February 1929,
A. P. H, MEYER,

Clerk of the Conrt.

Jas. W. GODFREY,
Plaintifl's Attorney,
437 Siith Street, Durbau,
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