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MAHATMA GANDHI'S MESSAGE

TO INDIANS IN SOUTH AFRICA

AHATMA GANDHI writes as fol-

lows in Young India dated June 7:—

Two very important cases have been
decided recendy by ‘ the Transvaal Provin-
cial Division of the Supreme Court of South
Africa.  One of them, S. B. Medh v. Immi-
grants Appeal Board, though important in
itself, affects only a few special cases of
Indians who received exemption certificates
under the Smuts-Gandhi Settlement as being
educated Indians. It was contended by the
Union Government that the exemptions
were not complete. I need not go into
greater detail. The Court has now found
that the exemptions were complete in the
sense submitted on behalf of the appellant.

The other case, Daya Purshottam v.  Im-
migrants Appeal Board, has far-reaching
consequences for the Indian settlers. The
judgment in this case lays down that section
5 of Act 37 of 1927 does not possess retros-
pective effect. Hence certificates obtained
by fraudulent means do not become cancel-
lable at the will of the Immigration Board
or the Immigration Officer. If this judgment
stands, holders of certificates even though
they were originally tainted will remain un-
disturbed. This is a great victory for the
settlers. I have no desire to see fraud in

any shape or form protected. But the case
~ of these settlers is not one of ordinary fraud.
| In many cases, at least up_to 1914, the
! Asiatic Office was a corrupt department and
it made it practically impossible for éoza ﬁde
entrants to enter unless they resorted to
some crooked means so as to satisfy the
greed of the Asiatic officers. Where Govern-

'ment officials are privy to fraud, it ill be- .

. comes that Government to punish the help-
"less victims,

. Cables from the South African settlers
tell me that the Government are appealing

agamst the two decisions. I venture to
suggest to .the Union Government that it
would be more in keeping with their con-
ciliatory attitude and the spirit of the new
understanding that they do not seek’ to
deprive the Indians’ of the advantage the
two appeals g:ve them The ]udgment in

“the first appeal protects only | a few mdl-

viduals, And in their case_there_ls no ques-
tion of fraud. . The judgment in the..second
appeal protects a fair number of those, who
are already in the Union:. It will ! be ! no
serious calamity for the Union to have to
absorb a few more Indians than the Govern-
ment bad counted upon. The Union Govern-
ment shou]d remember that these’ appea]s
are very expenswe aﬂ'alrs especxally for the
poor Indians. - It is hardly fair, for _an
organised powerful Government to take suc-
cessful citizens through appellate courts and
thus exhaust them into submission or worse.
It may be well to possess a g1ant $ strength
but it is admlttedly wrong to use :t[ agalnst
dwarfs, { I ‘ .
The settlers will do weIl not to, set much
store by their success in these \two appeals;
They have in Sjt, Sastri a greai friend and
adviser. Let them press their suit.as much
as ever before him, but having done so let
them abide by his advice.. He . will use in
their behalf all the influerice he has acquired
with the Union Government. : I.-welcome
their cables. I appreciate the trust they
repose,in me. - But my power to help them
from this distance and in.the changed
circumstances I found myself in, 1920 is
much too limited to be of, value, . Their
strength therefore lies. . in . their . unity,

moderation and ‘reliance upon one. who is
not merely Agent-General for-the Govern-
ment of Ind:a, but is, their true and powerful
friend and gulde.
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CONDONATION

E owe an apology to our readers
for reverting to the same subject
over and over again. But we

are perforced to do so in view of the import-
ance of the subject. In this
produce from Yowng India Mabatma
Gandhi’s message, and the leading article
of Cape Times on “An Indian Duty” and
we issue as a supplement to this issue the
correspondence on the Condonation Scheme.
We have now to wview the subject in the
light of these. Last Sunday there was
another Jargly attended meeting held at
the Royal Picture Palace when people of a
different school of thought took the plat-
form. The very views they expressed .could
‘have been expressed in a more moderate
way without lrresponsfble talk and abuse,
The community is very rightly uneasy about
‘the whole scheme and it was that uneasiness
and the desire to know more about it that
drew the large audience to that meeting.
It has been reported in the local daily press
that the meeting with acclamation rejected
the whole scheme and refused to place any
confidence in the Congress, This is a deli-
brate falsehood To tell the plain truth the
meeting really dispersed without being able
to make up its mind. ‘This is by the way.
Now to come to the subject, those who are
against ‘the scheme and are taking the
hazardous risk of advising the.community 1o
refrain from accepting it are not able
to suggest an alternative course. The
only course they advise is that of passive
resistance, and in this connection, we may say
" that these good men have never stood by
the community in ‘the past and -wehave our
doubts ;as ito their sincerity :in the futute.
But however that may be, passive resistance
is .a weaponito be used in .a righteous .cause
and mot in-an unrighteous .one. Therefore
to resort:to passive resistance against Section
5 of Act g7:0f 1927 which .after the Daya
Parshotam Judgment definately gives.power
to-the iGovernment to cancel all those certi-
ficates that were obtained by direct as well
as+indirect fraud will be a-failure. Mahatma
Gandhi in ‘'his ‘message -says, “I 'have no

desire to see fraud ‘in any shape or ‘form

protected.” He, of course, goes on to suggest
that where'Government officidls are privy to
fraud, it ill ‘'becomes that ‘Government to
punish the helpless victims; that it will be

.generous heart.
issue we re-

no serions calamity for the Union to have
to absorb a few more Indians than the Gov-
ernment had counted upon. But this is to
appeal to a Government which possesses a
The Union Government
is certainly not over-generous in its dealings
with the Asiatic question, but it has neither
been entirely ungenerous.

While enacting Section 5 to deal with
those who, in the words of Mr. Sastri, *“*have
for many years defeated one of the great
objects of Asiatic legislation in this country,
pamely, to keep out frezh immigrants” it has
made a concession to these to obtain pro.
tection certificates within a certain time.
Now, what prevents Indians from taking
this advantage is the grave suspicion - that
this may be a trap to easily catch all the
illicit entrants and ultimateiy to deport them,
“We should be the last to urge,” says the "
Cape Times, “‘that the hisory of Asiatic policy
in South Africa is such asto engender in
Indian hearts expectations of generosity or
even equity from any Government Provincial
or central, But we do not think there are
good grounds in the present instance for
fears of such barefaced perfidy from the
Department of the Interior.” This is also
how we take the word of the Government
As will be seen from the correspondence
the Congress has been assured by the Gov-
ernment that the rights of the protected
will not be interfered with. If the .Govern-
ment breaks dfaith we will then have a
righteous cause to fight and we hope our
friends like Messrs Anglia, Roberts and
Leo..Gopaul, who are misleading the Iodian
community at present to resort to passive
resistance will at that time be prepared to
throw in their lot with their brethren. But
meanwhile we would appeal repeatedly to
all those concerned: Do not be misguided.
The .consquences of rejecting the Condo-
nation scheme will be suicidal. Take sthe
opportunity that is given to you. Apply for
and obtain protection certificates with the
least possible delay and take every assistance
that you require from the Congress officials.
In giving this advice to our brethren we fully
realise our .responsibility and if they are
duped we shall be the first to stand.b}:'_th:m.
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"An Indian Duty

*Cape Times’ On The Condonation Scheme

Cops Times dated July 8 has the following well
conaidered leading article which we commend to all
those who have doobts about the scheme:— )

“The tangle of the “condonation” question, which has
cuused 8o much searching of heart amongst the Indian
commuonity, is in & fair way towards straightening itself

' out. Prominent Indians who have opposed the Gov-
ernment’s scheme, or who have shrupk from recom-
mending it to their fellows, bave been fond of argning
that, on the official information before them, it was im-
| possible to say unambignonsly what the implications of
i the scheme wera, The plea can po longer be employed.
|

Dr. Mslap's statement in Parliament on April 17, the
Appellate Division’s raliog in connection with the Gov-
ernment’s appeal in the Daya Parshottam case on June
26, and the amended immigration regulations and an-
gexnres pablished in the Government Gazelts of June 29,
these three documents together, when read in the licht
of the Indian Agreement and Actz 22 of 1913 and 87 of
" 1927, et out the position with all the clarity that any
. practical man can require. It can hardly be denfed that
. the Government’s offer is an attempt to get rough
: justice done in & corious and apomalous situation, where
abaolnte fairness to everybody is impracticable. I[udians
themselvea cannot regard as satisfactory the present sys-
tem of smuggling prohibited Asiatic immigrants into
the Transvaal, or reasonably blame the Government for
trying to put an end to it. Equally, we feel, the condo-
nation proposals cannot be thought harsh treatreent of
those to whom B breach of the law ot the land bas
brought bepefits at least subatantial enough to decide
them against a retura to Tndia. Mr, Sastri’= speech in
lJohannesburg on May 27 is known to bave more or less
reconciled Trangvaal Indians to the scheme, and in view
of the result of the Daya Parshottam appeal, such oppo-
_gition as snrvived Mr. Sastri’s enasion is likely to bow to
'the inevitable, and seek or advise condonation es the case
may be. The large Indian population in Natal, too,
seems on the whole ready to accept. This being o, the
fact that the Cape Indiansare still divided on the question
dwindies into insignificance. We trust that the recaloitranst
here will appreciate the pointers both to their self-intsrest
and to their duty to their community, which the new
factors of the last week or so afford.” -

After reprodncing the form of certificate of condo-
nation onur contemporary goes on farther to say:

“As there has been sincere misgiving amongat Tndians,
lest the certifeate should prove somehow deceptive, it
iay be helpful to add a note of explanation why it has
ssanmed this form. In the present state of the law,
restrictions such as that on the imtroducticn of wives
and children may only be annexed to what are known
a8 “Temporary Permits.” Hence, clanse (a) of the cer-
tificae is to safeguard its “‘bemporary” character
in the eyes of the law. Clause (d), on the other haand,
in effect renders the Certificate permanent, sinée the
Minigter binds himself not to cancel it antil the holder
is oonvicted of an offence for which he could in any case,
and quite apart from the illicit entry which the certificate
condones, be deported. While legally capable, therefore,
of being regarded as temporary, the document is in
practical effect & permanent one,

The Indisns who have opposed the condonation scheme
have not disguised the fact that their attitude wes based
oo a general suspicion of the Government’s intentions
with regards to Asiatics. ‘They see in the schemea rase
for enticing into the open illezal entrants who, when
they have irrevocably exposed themeelves in the hope of
the advertised free pardon, will find the trap saddenly
xung and themselves “‘bagyed” fur deportation. We

uld be the last to urge that the history of Asiatio
Excy in Soush Africa is such as bo engender in Indian
@pectativns of generosity or even eauity from

_popanlation alongside the European and

any Government Provincial or central. Bat we do not
think there are good grounds in the present instance for
fears of such barefaced perfidy from the Department of
the Interior. Whether clause (d) could be enforced
against either Dr. Malan or hiz soccessors in office is &
point which only the Courts could decide, thongh it is
apparently meant to be s binding engagement; but
there is certainly high legal anthority for thinking that
with clause (d) showing on the face of the docoment
the intention of the Minister who gave it and the onder-
standing on which the holder accepted it, no foture
Minister could repundiate the undertaking the clause

"embodies. All the indications are rather that the

Government means to do a square deal, and is genainely
making illegal entrants as good an offer as present
conditions and the declared policy of the Government
allow. It is to be hoped that the Indian ocommaunity
will in its own interests approach it as such. In any
case, all illegal entrants who hesitate to seek condonation
should earnestly consider the sole alteroative in which
guch hesitation will involve them. The Bloemfoutein
judgment mesus that the Government has power mader
Act 37 of 1927 to set aside all registration certificates,
etc., fraadulently obtained, whether before or after the
Act wag passed, and whether by frand of the holder or
of others on his behalf. The Government has made it
plain that, while giving condonation to those who seek
it and are entitled to it nnder the terms of the offer, it
will alzo exercise "that power with freedom and vigoar.
In the circumstances, the advantage to all Indians of
some convenient method of proof that their presence jin .
the country is authorised is very obvious. In fact, that
the Indian community is far better off with a condonation
scheme than withont one admita of so’ little dispate
that we hope no more will be heard of ‘“resistance,”,
reference to the privy Coancil, and suchlike wild talk,

TR Y
Dr. Clegg On Indian Health
And Sanitation

At the Pablic Health Congress of the Sonth Afri-
can Health Officials’ Association which was held
racently in Darban, the President of the Congress
Dr. 8. I. Clegg, M.0.H. of Darban, in the course of
his address is reported to have dwelt as follows on
the standard of health and sanitation of Asiatics ;—

“One of the ontstanding features of Durban and
diatrict is the existence of a large Asiatic and Native
inter-
mingling with them elosely in various forms of em-
ployment. Both races have admittedly lower ideas
of hygiene and sanitation, and live under conditions
which would not be tolerated for a Furopean; and
one gathered the impression that the existence and
eontinnance of such a lower standard was in the
natural order of things. Such a contention is, I
submit, a dangerons one, especially in the almost.
coanplete absence of segregation of the various races.

As regards the Asiatic, we have in the Borongh

"amore or less stable population of some 18,000,

centred chiefly in the Grey Street area, while there
are equal or greater numbers scattered over the peri-
Durban areas. Compared with the conditions of
housing and sanitation in these latter areas, the
standard within the Borough may be called good,
b.ut there is a great deal to which one takes excep-
tion. There is general overcrowding, and whereas
the number of peraons per house among the Earo-
pean community is less than five, in certain paris
of this area the fignre is from 12 to 19. The pro-
portion of deaths from certain diseases per thousand
among Asiatics is a3 follows ;—Infections intestinal
disease 174, compared with 107 Euaropeans; pul-
monary tabercalosis 83; compared with 41 Buros
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peans:; pneumonis and bronchitis 189, compared
with 63 Enropeans.

Indian Health Committees

“Some four years ago the suggestion was made,
very diffidently, 1 admit, that an improvement
might be effected more rapidly by the formation of
a subeidiary health committee amongst the Indians
with their own workers, voluntary in the first place,
trained in the elements of sanitation and going
among their own people pointing out defects and
explaining from the Indian standpoint the necessity
for these to be remedied. The time, however, did
not appear to be ripe for such a scheme.
suggested again some two years afterwards, and was
received with more favour, and the outbreak of
smallpox expedited the formation of an Indian com-
mittee which did excellent work among their own
community, the Rev. Andrews being the moving
spirit. Later a more permanent organisation was
set up, and under the insgipiration of Mr. Sastri com-
menced work of a more routine nature.

“The formation of these committees has been re-
ferred to in some detail, as I feel that it is along
these lines that more rapid progress may be made in
the future, But there is an even more important
side to the question. At the root of the matter are
the housing conditions, and these, in my opinion,
have now passed out of the scope of private enter-
prise and become a problem for the, community to
tackle. It is gratifying to note, therefore, that the
Town Conneil has in hand schemes, both within and
without the Borough, for the better houslng of the
Indian popnlation, and it is hoped that with the
practical sympathy of the Government these will be
developed to the ultimate benefit of the town as

a whole.” "
. P !

British Labour Party’s Attitude
- Towards India

Indian ADelegajtkes’ Protest

A Reater'’s message from London dated July 5
states:— .

The sensational action of the Indian delegates in
withdrawing from the Commonwealth Labour Con-
ference was the sequel to Chaman Lal’s presentation
of a resclution reaffirming the opinion of all consti-
tunent bodies of the Empire at the preceding confer-
ence in 1925 in favour of granting immediate self-
government for India.

The resolujion zondemned the appointment of
the Simon Commission as not meeting the Indian
political aima. _ ‘

British laboar delegates contended that the con-
ference wag a deliberative body only, and was not
jntended to record resolutions -whatsoever. This
point of view was adopted by five votes to three
with one abatention. ' '

Ohaman Lal then attacked the British Labour
Party’s general attitade towards India, and the dele-
gation subsequently left the room. ‘

- Mr. George Lansbury, M.P., drawing attention to
the withdrawal of the Indian delegates from the
conference as a protest against the atiitade of the
British Labour Party towards the Simon Commission
and the conference’s method of procedure, gaid,
“they have not accepted our friendship, and they
repudiate our offer of co-operation.”

. Mr. Lansbury 'declared that the British labour
movement was pledged to constitutional action.
Labourites were on the Simon Commission because
it wag thus they could secure the interests of their
Indisn brothers. "T-\l’lhatevelj our friends in India

It was -

may think, and however harshly they judge um
becanse we were nnable to accomplish the im-
possible, we will continge to work for the day whem
India will become a great and fully self-governin
partner of her own free will in the Commonwealt]
of Nations.” i

India Refuses to Be a Pawn in Party Gamcf
i

A later message states:—The Indian delegates tai
the Commonwealth Labour Conference have issmedl
a statement that they had come to the deliberates
conclusion that they conld no longer place any trust:
and confidence in the bona fides of the British.
Labour Party in its dealings witk India. !
India refused to be the pawn in the game played!
by the British Laboar Iarty. :

Shop Assistants’ Wages

Congress Memorandum

The following memorandum was submitted by the Nata n
Indian Congress as representing the Indian community of Natal'
to the Wage Board in connection with its enquiry into the condi--
tions of wages paid to Shop Assixtants in terms of Government
Notice No. 1 dated 6th of January 1928 :— )

To the Chairman and Members of the Wage Board sitting;
at Durban.

Sirs,—We the undersigned officials of the Natal Indian Con.-
gress, & body representing the Indian community of Natal, beg.
to tendet our thanks to you for affordiag us aun opportunity to-
place before the Board the suggestions of the Indian community
in connection with the condition of wages paid to Indian Shop
Assistants.

At the outset we beg to point out that with the exception of
those employed in agniculture, Indians are the lntgest in number
employed in commerce. The following statistics for the year
1921 will be of interest :—

QUCUPATION OF INDIAN POPULATION OF NATAL
Cexnsys 1921

Agriculture & Fishing 19,154,
Mining and Quarrying 1,816,
Industry 4,618,
Transport and Communication 2,958,
Commercial, Finance & Insarance  5,361.
Personal Service 4,250,
Other Ocoupations 5,255,
Undefined 5,590,

The present enquiry into the condition of wages of shop ‘
assistants is therefore of the utmost importance to the Indian |
community ns one of its main pursuits throughout South Africa Is
centred in commerce. |

TRADE DISABILITIER i

As a community, Indians nre peculiarly situated in this Pro-
vince in repard to trade.  In tne priocipal towns «f Natal they

- nre relegated by the adverse operation of the Licensing Laws to

certain quarters which do not give them the same opportunities
to trade as are enjoyed by the Eurcapcnns. This restriction on
the Indian community not only affects their material progress
but tends to £tifle their activitics towards the improvement and
advancement of trade generally, The Licensing Laws of the
Province, although peneral in character, are administered in a
menner as 10 keep the number of licences issued to Indians as
low as possible. Moreover, facilitics for Indians in commercial,
education and technical training which are factors of great im-
pottance in the commercial life of R community are non-existent,
and therefore any recommendation made by the Board will, s0
long as these fundamental disabilities exist, act harshly on the
Indian community.

PRESENT CONDITIONS

Ever since the establishment of Indian commeice in this pro-
vince, Indians have been carrving on their busincss under a
system peculiar to themselves, but convenient and satisfactory to
both the employer and the employee. In addition to the wages
paid, employees are prov'ded, at the expense of the employer,
with board, lodging, wash ng and other comforts, and in fact
everything an employee requires for his subsistence. Any alters.’
tion in this system in the suburban and rural localities will place)
these employees in a perilous position as it would be well nigh |

- impossible for them to find their board and lodging ouwide their.

employers’ premises. It is therefore suggested that in fixing &
minimum wage a maximum ‘aniount be also fixed to enable ap
employer to chnarge his employee for board and lodging, and in.
this respect the following figures are recommended t—
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Boarding £3 to £3 10s per month
Lodging £1 to £1 10a per month.
1o our endesvour to obtzin figures as to the present wages

! paid to [ndian employees, we find that in the Outbuting and

Drapery Retail trade. wages range from £6 to {10 per month
and in cases where the wages are from £6 to 47 per month,
boaed and lodgiog are also provided in addition. in some cases
men of experience and ability are ptid £15 and more per month.
In the Grocery Trade the wages range from ,(,'4_ o {10 per
month and ss & rule board aod in some cases lodgings are pro-
vided in addition.

Ib the wholesale trade, men 2re paid from £7 to i1 per
moath, plos boand and lodging. In addition to these facilities
the employees in all the sections of commerce enjoy the benefits
of purchasing goods fram their empleyers’ stores at cost prce
which isa distinct advantage and the benefit derived thereby
ranges from 103, to 207, of their purchases,

CLASSTFICATION

It is indced difficult for us to classify the different trades under
which th= shop assistants are proposad to be divided, but we give
the following definition to the terms as proposed by the Board as
they sppear 10 us:~—

A qualified assistant™ shall mean a person who has continmally
served 1n a particular ¢class of business for & period of say six

and over.

¢ A Gencral Assistant” shall mesh a person who has beco a
shop assustant ih several classes of business fur a period of six
years and over.

The meaning of 20 “‘anqualified person™ is obvious,

We feel that those who are employed as bookkeepers, cashiers,
clerks, stenographers, telepbonists and typists should not be
brought under the present enquiry as it would be unfair to thos
who are employed in similar capacities by other than merchants
and shopkeepers who woald not be covered by the Board’s
findings.

STGGESTIONS

We beg to submit that while the present eoquiry of the
Board affects as it does a very jmportant occupation
where Indians are largely employed, the fact should not be
Jost sight of that the enquiry relates not to a pamicular
craft or industry, where 2 sianiard of efficicncy and bility
is obtained but to an occupation whene aperson wonld be
judged and paid according to his or her natural ability.
There cananot be, nor are there arcepte? laws and rules and
set st adards of efficiency or oatpul in commerce.

In riew of the fixing of minimum wag-s being nniform imespec-

. tive of any class of community and in view of the fact that the

-

Indian community is ar 2 disadvantage in many respects in trede
compared with the European commaunity, it is proposed that the
wages be based on a gradation scale as has beea the case in the
clothing industry and the laundry trade. This will afford our
community suificient time t0 adjust matters and reach the desired
scale of wages. We therefore propose the following :

Up to and includiog a period of two years from the date of
commencement of the recommendations of ‘the Board, a lower
wage than the minimum wage prescribed for an employee may
be paid but such low wage shall not—

{2} Upto znd including a period of six months from the
operation of the recommendatron be less than 6o per cent,
of the minimum wage prescribed for snch employes.

{b) Up 10 and including a period of twelve months from the
operation of the recommendaiions be less than 7o per ceot.
of the minimum wage prescribed for such emploves,

{c} Up to 204 including a period of cightcen months from the
openation of the recommendations be less than 8o per ceat.
of the minjmum wage prescribed for su.h employee.,

(d) Up to and including a period of twenty-four months from
the operation of the recommendations be less than 90 per
cent. of the minimum wage prescribed

Aflet.l period of two years from the operation of the recom-
metdatioos no cmployee shall be paid less than the minimum
wage prescribed for the work upoa which he or she is engaged.,

SCALE oP MINIMUGM WAGES RECOMMENDED
Employers’ Employees’

Suggestion. Suggestion.
{2) Qualified Assistants. (Males-Not less than six years® service. )

{i) Shop Walker :
Salesman 12, £14. .
Window Dresser

(i) Bookkeeper }

ier
Clerk
(iii) Stenographer
Typist
(iv) Telephonist
{v) Dressmaker
Milliner
{vi) Paoker
Flaspatah

o)

I
et
o

£14

a-u-“--,-"\-—v-‘

ad £ #10,

for such employee. *

(b} General Assistant.

(i) Shop Walker "
Salesman
Window Dresser
Order-man

(ii) Bookkeeper
Cashier
Clerk

(iii) Stenographer }

Typi.st )

(iv) Telephonist

{v) Dressmaker }

£10. £1L

} £10. £11,

Milliner
(vi) Packer }
Despatcher £6.
{c) Unqualified and Juvenile Assistants,

18t Year
2nd year
3rd year
4th year
5th year . £8
6th year - £9

As females are rareiy employed by Indi2ns no suggestions are
being made in this

Ratio of nnqualified t0 qualified assistants shall be 3 to 1.

We would wrge that the present system of wages being paid
monthly be mzintained as any change in this direction would be
undesirable 20d inconvenient, Hours of employment need Dot
be discussed here as the Shop Hours® Act operates quite satis-
factorily.

We further suggest that the fixing of & minimum wage for
Juveniles be Based on a sliding scale according to length of
service with yearly increments.

From enquiries made, we find that there are no indentured
apprenticeship existing among the Indians and as the system is
fraught with difficoltics, the community which we have the
honoar to represent is averse to it

In conclusion we trust that you will be pleased to give due
consideration fo the suggestions made by us in this shert siate-
ment and once again thank you for the courtesy extended to ws
by vouw

£7.

£3
£4
£5
£7

10s. -

vam se

e Y

We befto temain, Sirs,
Your obedient servants,
SORABJEE RUSTOMJEE, President.
A. I Eajeel Jt. Hon.
P. R. PATHER J Secretaries,

Natal Indian Congresa. .

Natal Indian Teachers’ Society
Third Annual Conference
Resolutions

The following resolutions were passed at -the
third Annoal Conference of the Natal Indian
Teachers’ Socisty held last week in Durban :—

ACTING SUPRRINTESDENT OF EDUCATION

1. “That this Conference whilst respectfolly _con-
veying to Dr. Loram its gratitude for having opened the
proceedings of the Third Conference desires to express
18 pleasure at his appointment a& Acting Superintendent
of Education.”

INDIAR EDUCATION ENQUIRY COMMITTEE

2. “That this Conference is grateful to tue Provincial
Administration for its recent enquiry into the staie of
Indian Education in this Province and respectfully
requests that the views contained in the Statement
submitted by the Natal Indian Teachers' Society be
fuvourably considered.”
THE RT. HoN. V. S. SRINIVASA SaSTRI P. C.

3. “That this Conference desires to expresa its
avpreciation and deep sense of gratitude to the Rt. Hon.
V. 8. S. Sastri for his labonre in the interests of Indian
Education in this Province particnlarly with regard to
the establishment of a Training College for Indian

Teachers” : )
, TR INgtan aattod Bxvud
4 VPnm thi:w :nnlﬂr?:ou“m Explmfgﬂ texard
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its appreciation of the valanble services rendered to the
cause of Tadian Education in Natal by Mr, . P, I\.u_:hln,
M.A., and Miss C. Gordon, B.Ed., the Educauonpl
Experts who were deputed by the Government of India
to assist the Indian Educatior Enquiry Committee.”

SCALES OF SALARIES IN GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS

5. That this Conference isof opinion thas the seale of
salaries now epplicable to Indian Teachers in Govern-
ment Schools is unsatisfactory and respectfully urges
that the scale sebmisted by the Indian Teachers’
Society to the Indian Education Enguiry Committee be
adopted and given effect to by the Administration as
early as possible.”

MARRIAGE ALLOWANCE IN GOVERNMENT SOHOOLS

6. “That this Conference apperls to the Administration
that the “Marriage Allowance” paid to the married
male Assistants in the Government Schools be made
pensionable.”

ADMINISTRATION OF ATDED SCHOOLS, CONDITIONS
OF SERVICE ETc.

7. “That in view of the uneatisfactory state of
conditions obtaining in the Goveroment Aided Schools
this Conference urges that the whole system be changed
and the Provincial Authorities assume respousibility for
the district payment of salavies to Teachers on the same
scale at present in vogue in Government Schools with
defined conditions of service; provisions for leave ete., be
drawn and given effect to as early as possible.”

PENSION PrOVISION FOR GOVERNMENT AIDED
ScHOOLS

8 “That this Conference is of opinion that Pension
Provisions should be extended to the Indian teachers
employed in Government Aided Schools and therefore
appeals to the Administration to urge for the amend-
ment of Act 81, of 1910.”

ESTABLISHMENT OF GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS IN
IMPORTANT CENTRES
9. “That this Conference urges that provision be
made as early as possible for the establishment of Gov-
ernment Schoola in preference to Aided Schools jn all
centres where there ia a large lndian population: provided
however that in the event of a converzion of an Aided
School to & Government School, the richts, interests and

privileges of the staff of suzh Aided School are in no way
prejadiced.”

ESTABLISHMENT OF SEPARATE GOVERNMENT
SCHOOLS FOR GIRLS
10. “That this Cooference satrongly advacates the
establishment of separate Government Schools for girls
in important centres.”

INDIAN TEACHERS' EXAMINATIONS

11. “Thas this Conference is of opinion ‘that the time
hae arrived when the Syllabus for the indian Teachers’
Examination be reviced and raised toa hizher standard
and respectfully urges that no exemption b: given to
candidates for the Professional part of the Teacbers'
Examipations.”

FaciLities For FREE BMOVEMENT WITHIN THE
Uxiox

12. “That this Conference respectfully requests the
Administration to m1ke representations to che proper
authorities to grant, for specific purposes, fucilities to
teachers (employed in Government and Government
Aided Schools) for free movement within the Union of
Sonth Africa.”

VACATIONAT, COURSES

13. “That at preient there beine no facilities for
Teaghers both in Government and Government Aided
Schools to further improve their education or keep
abreast of modern teaching methods, this Conference
respectfully submits to the Administration to institute
Vacational Conrses for their Lenchit, and pledires ity co-
operation for the success of any scheme that muy ba
brought in this eonnection,”

ProrosSED TRAINING COLLEGE

14, %That in connection with the proposed Establigh-
ment and Stafling of the Training College, this
Conference resolves that _a deputatios from the Society
wait npon the Rt. Hon. V. 8. 8. Sastri,”

PROVINCIAL SUBSIDIES ACQT

15. “That this Conference respectfnlly reqaeats the
Natal Provincial Administration to urge uponthe Union
Government to raise the subsidy under the Pravingiai
Subsidies Act, 1925, in respect of non-European pupils,”

16. *“The officials of the Nuatal Indian Teachery
Society are herehy authorised to forward the forgoing .
resolutions to their respective quartera™

ELecrioy oF OFFICIALS

The following officials were elected for the enmaning
year, President: Mr, T. M. Naicker. Hon. Life Vice
Pregident: Mr, A. Rai, Vice-Presidents: Mesars S, M,
Moodley, E. J. Choonoo, L. J. Harris, E. Thomas, V,
Vinden, and @. V. Naidco. Hon. General Sccretary:
Mr. M. K, Naidoo, Hon. Assist. Secretary: Mr. C O,
Naidoo, TTon. Treasurer: Mr. B. Barnabas. Anditor:
Mr. 8. M. Moodley. General Council: Messra W, 8.
Seeshal, H, 8. Done, N. N. Perumal, R Joseph, . Mun-
gar, T. Tilchun, J. Thomas, B. Woodeeth, N. Gungaa,
M. Applesamy, P. R. Singh, D. P, Nundeo, J. Samuel,
A. Rowley, A. G. Vinden, K. Christorher, E, Sigamouey,
M. B. Naidoo, S. D. Pillay, A. Aidan, K. T. Snbban,
M. A, Pillay, Misses B. Peters, A. Porten, and A.
Howard.

PRESERTATION To EX-OFFICIALS

Messrs T. M. Naicker and C. C. Naidoo, ex-Hon.
General Secretary and Assistant Secretary respectively,
were presented with a Snitcase and a pocket wallet as @
token of appreciation of their invaluable services in the
eatly stages of the Society. This brought the meeting
to a close with a vote of thanka to the chair,

News In Brief

A football team of Fort Hare and Lovedale College
Stndents visited Darban last week. Thay were the
guests of the Darban and District Football Asaooci-
ation and played a match with them Juat Sunday
being defeated by 2 goals to 3. Tha visitors were,
however, very highly praia2d. for the very clean way
in which they played by the local footballers who
admitted they had to struggle hard to win the game.
The visitors stated that they were at a disadvantage
in that they were not able tn bring their best players
with them owingto financial dificulties and wmore-
over they were not enconraged by thair college
officials. Thoy had to come on their own and at
their own expense. The visitors ware Riven a very
hearty welecome by the local Football Awgsociation.
Last Sunday they were entertained to lanch at
Mr. Gandhi's Phoenix Settlement and in the even-
ing after tha atch a dinner was given in their
hononr by the Fontball A-sociation at Peter's Lounge
Tea Room.  On Monliy a lunch was given in their
honour by Mr. Soraljee Rastomjes the President
of the Natul Indian Congress at which the Rt Han.,
Srinivasa Sastri and the officials of the Congress
were present.. The visitors left the same evening
for Johannesburg thoroughly satisfied with the
friendly co-operation and hospitality shown them by-
the Indian community. )

The Rev. B. L. E. Sigamoney with the Boy Sconts
is baving an enjoyable fortnight in Duarban, They
are camping at the Indian Sports Ground and fooy
and vepetablea are supplied to them by generous
merchants and friends. The Darban Chrporation
give thum daily a free tram ride, Last Satarday the
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Boy Bcounts were entertained to tea by Mr, Sorabjee
Rustomjee at his residence at Mayvilla and on
Sunday they had an onting at Mr. Gandhis Phoenix
Settlement. Mr. Ashton, 2 European gentleman, is
working with the Rev. SBigamoney as a Scout Master,

_o_

Me. A. Tamail, Secretary of the Cape British Indian
Counneil and a member of the Sovth African Indian
Congress Execntive has left Durban last Thursday
and will tour the Cape Province to explain the
Condonation Scheme.

—O—

The fifth anniversary celebration of the Vidya
Pracharnee Sabha, Pictermaritzburg, will take place
" on Sunday the 15th July 1928, at the H. Y. M. A.
Hall, commencing at 10 a.m., Delegates from
various institutions are invited to attend,

——

In the presence of a large gathering of people,
the Administrator of Natal, Mr. H. Gordon Watson,
unveiled last Snnday the Cross of Sacrifice erected
by the Imperial War Graves Committee in the
Military Cemetery, Ordnance Road, Darban, to the
memory of the 67 saldiera and sailors baurried there
during the Great War, Among those present at the
ceremony included the Rt. Hon, Brinivasa Sastri
and the officiale of the Natal Indian Congress,

—-o—-—

The question of improving the Indian barrack
gecommodation, which has frequently evoked ad-
verse comment, was dealt with at last Monday’s
meeting of the Durban Town Qounsil. On the re-
commendation of the Health Committes, the Couneil
decided that the Acting Borough Engineer should
be authorised to invite tenders immediately for the
erection of additional accommodation at the Maga-
zinea nat exceeding the unexpected balance of the
amount of £25,000 which was provided on this
year's estimate; and that provision shonld be made
oy the draft estimates of ways and means for the
ensuing financial year of an amount of £25,000 for
additional barrack accommodatior whether within or
without the borough.

R

A LECTURE

on “Thought Influence On Society” will
be delivered at the Parsee Rustomjee Hall,
Queen Street, Purban, on Saturday r4th
July, 1928 at 7 p.m., by Mr. Venketasa
Perumal (S. N. Richards) who recently
returned from India. All are welcome to
this interesting lecture.
B. M. PATEL,
‘ HON. SECRETARY,
M. K. Gandhl Dhibrary & Parsee Rustom|es Hall Committee.
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A
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Milk

Supply
is positively assured if you
use

NESTLE'S MILK

' THE RICHEST |N CREAM AND
BEST FOR ALL PURPOSES : :
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