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NOTES AND NEWS

N\ s

R. K. P. KITCHLT, the educational expert who
has been sent to South Africa by the Govern-

ment of India to assist in the Education "

Inquiry Commission which is to commence its
work early next month, arrived in Durban on
Wedneeday mid-day from Capetown accompanied
by the Rt. Hon. V. 8, Srinivasa Sastri and his ataff.
They were received atthe station by officials and
members of the Natal Indian Congress and the
South African Indian Congress and many leading
Indian merchants were also present. After the nsual
garlanding ceremony the Agent with his staff and
Mr, Kitohlu drove to Hotel Edward on the Marine
Parade where they will reside. Miss Gordon the
Enropean oducationalist who is also appointed by
the Government of India arrived earlier the same
morning.

The death is reported to have oceurred in England
in mail week of Sir George Paddison, who headed
the Indian delegation to South Africa which de-
servedly took the credit of preventing the Areas
Reservation Bill from passing and paved the way for
the Capetown Agreement. Sir George left India a
few months ago on forlough, prior to his retiral
from the Indian Service. During hig first visit to
South Africa as head of the Indian deputation and
afterwards as 8 member of the Habibullah delega-
tion, he, by his courtesy and interest, had endeared
himself to the South African Indians. . The late Sir
George Frederick Paddison who waa 44 years of age
was the Commissioner of Labonr, Madras. Eduecated
in Richmond (York) and the Queen’s College,
(Oxford), he entered the Indian Civil Service in 1897
and had ever since been serving tke Madras Govern-
ment in varions capacities. Deepest sympathy
of the community of the whole of the Union
will go out to Lady Paddison and family in their
sad bereavement.

At a committee meeting of the Natal Indian Con-
gress held last Saturday at 175 Grey Street the sab-
committee appointed to collect statigtics and other
information regarding Indian education in the Natal
Province to be placed before the Eduncation Enquiry
Commission which is to sit early next month, re-
ported progress and the names of Measre, Sorabjee
Rustomjee, S, R. Naidoo and M. A. H. Moosa wera
added-to the committee. A sub-committee was also
appointed to arrange for a reception to Mr. and Mrs.
Sorabjee who are due to land at Durban next
Wednesday. )

A short draft Ordinance to regulate trading by
pediars and hawkers in the Transvaal is published
in the Transvaal Provincial Gazetls, 1t ig designed to
meet a class of competition that has been geverely
felt by ordinary storekeepers. Clause 2 reads: It
ahal‘l not be lawful for any person to carry on the
bumnegs of a hawker or pedlar at any place outside
a:‘numcipality being within one mile of the pre-
mises of any person who is the holder of a licence
issued under the provisions of the Licences Consoli-

dation Act, 1925, or any amendment thereof anthoe-
ising such person to carry on the trade of a-general
dealer. Any person who carries on trade or buai-
ness in contravention of the provisions of this seo-
tion shall be guilty of a fine not exceading £50, or,
in defaunlt of payment, to undergo imprisonment,
without hard labour, for a period not exceeding
three months, [ This is to put another ban on
Indians who earn their livelihood by hawking.]

Pundit Bhawani Dayal Sanyasi who has recovered
from his recent illness wishes to express through
these columns his deep gratitude to those friends
who had so very kindly rendered assistance in his
hour of need and had inquired about his health.

In the course of a letter to the Secretaf-y of ri'sh'a

S.A.I Oongress Mr. C. F. Andrews writes : “There /7 Yo

is no hope whatever, I am afraid, of my being abl
to comse out to South Africa again just now.”

A —

It is reported that last year Canada had & heavy
child mortality. The Dominion lost 23,671 children
under the age of one year, and altogether 30,973
children under five years of age. Seven thousand
and eighty-nine infants -were still-born making a
total of 38.062.

WHITHER ARE WE DRIFTING,

WE do not wish to attach much: import- -

ance to the meeting of the so-called

Natal JIndian Association held at
Clairwood recently: and to the resolutions
passed thereat. That body had been long
dead and buried but it seems to have
once more risen from its grave. The Natal
Indian Congress and the South African
Indian Congress have a record to show that
they are not “so-called” but that they are
representative bodies of the community
whereas the Natal Indian Association has
no such record 10 show since 1914 and it
can therefore rightly be called “so called.”
However, whilenotrepresenting the views of
the community the latter does represent the
views of its own members and perhaps a
few of their followers, and to that extent
only they are to be, considered with a
view to reconciling them if there is the
slightest hope of succeeding in doing so.
Their resolutions are rather belated, for
the Agreement has long been accepted

by the community with cert2in reservations ,

Lo

on )"
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and" it' i now being worked. Until the
working of it is not proved unsatisfactory
nothing further could possibly be done.
~ Hence we do not know that the resolutions

of the Association could at all be recognised "

an-d we doubt very much if they will re-
ceive any recognition by the Indian National
Congress. Thatthe Agreement is not all what

we desire has been accepted by "all - parties,

and those that think that they could get all
that they desire are sorely mistaken. Even
the -bitrer struggle of passive resistance did
not' bring us all that we desired. Those that
have a great deal 19 complain against the
Agreement have not stated precisely what
they want'and ‘what’ they are 'prepared 'to
_sagrifige 'in . order. to - achieve it ‘
grumbling, therefore; s of no avail.
: But while - the. other .resolutions” of the
Association are worth throwing in the waste
paper basket withous taking any notice their
resolution. objecting - -to the . facilities for
higher education at TFort’ "Hare deserves
. severely to b condemned. They seem ta

little know what a’'blessing Fort Hare has

been to several Indian youths, and, if this is
the gratitude that we can show for the gene-
rug hospitglity. of that institution, we would
rightly deserveits doors to be closed for ever
in our face. W& can understand the desire
_ of the community to have -an institution of
that ty eibg}qqging %o them.. That is an
- aspiration that needs to be cherished, but to
object 40 fursher fagilities heing made- in: an
institution. whose . generosity  has . already
been taken good advantage of, only on the
“ground,ef zace prejudice, is :the heighe. of
ingratitude and cannot be itolerated. .
- -Sormuch for-the Association and its reso-
lutions, iy . c B o

What grieves us most howevet is- that
ata time when harmony and a united volice
is asked foriand when'there is the greatest
needforit we find an attempt being made by
somé unseen haid to sow the seeds of dis-
harmony,: disunity’ and -discontent.- When
we view the actions of a few of our mis-
guided brethrep.in the Transvaal and a few

inwNatal we-cannot but. heave. a sigh and.

cry - whither! are _we.drifting. We - have
tried . but failed to isee any - patriatic motive
behind theif actions. India is still suffering
and1 still: drinking .its: cup of humiliation
begause of the disunity existing among her
peopled;
have go suffer the same fate owing to the
folly :of seme of their misguided /elements,

Mere

.Will Indians in South Africa also-

‘Let us once more appeal to them in all
sincerity to come to their senses before the

. Government and the people of India decide

completely to wash their hands off South
Africa.

Natal Indian Association Peeps
Out of its Grave

Protest Against The Agreemecnt

A meeting of the Natal Indian Assogiation rmennly"
passed tha following resolutions ;—

(1) Thig meecting draws tha attention of the Indian-
National Qongress to the unjusc natare of the agreement
betweea India and the Union, and that it has hroaght
unemployment and stacvation to Indians, nnd calls upon,
the Nationsl Assembly to tuke the necessary stepa to
improve the status of [ndians settled ia the Toion.

(2) This meeting protesta against tha prinoiple sm-
bodied fn the Indo-Uniou Agreement providing for edu-
cation at the Fort Hare College, and calls on Indians to
refraig from taking advaotage of the facilities provided .
therennder.

(8) It is resolved, having regard to the fact that the
operation of the Industrial Conciliation and Wages Aot
has resnited in throwing out nf work a largo number of
Indians by the fixation of minimum wages, to protest
against the policy uoderlying the present industrial legis-’
lation, and respectfully prays the Minister of Labour to
find work for unemployed Indiane. .

(4) This meetivg protests apaink repatriation of
Indians, sineo it 18 not based on a voluntury principle
but is the outcome of unemployment caused by bhe
fixatlon of minimom wages. . _

Tt was also resolyed—ywhile supporting the ides of a
federal prganisation in order to safegoprd the rights of
Indisns o the Union independently of the so-called
South Africun Indian Congress, and in order to represent
to the Union and other Governments the twants pod’
wishes of the South African Indian community—to
authorise tue Exeoutive to co-operate with the Transvasl
British Indian Associationin their endoavaur to onnvoke
a convention of representatives of other Provinces sad' to
take action to curry out the objects of this resolativn.

ANEN

pp——

Mr. Andrews’ Statement

A Reoter's roessage from New Delhi atates :—The
Rey, C, F. Androws, in o statemenb with referonce to -
the resolutions of the Natal Indinn Association
denouncing the' Indo-Union Agreement,” ssys that
the pesqciation is entirely uarepresentative. The re-
actionary resolntions have revealed the irresponsible
character of the association's objection to educptional
facilities for Indians at Fort Hare, which is frankly based
on colonr prejudica,- - :

‘Tiao Natal Indisn Congress, founded by Mr. Gandbi,.
warmly welcomed the friendly contact of university life
with leading Africans, many of whomn were chiefa, The’
association's objection to the Industrial nnd Wages Act was
notenable hecause legislation was nop-racial and could, in
the Jong run waterially belp Indians by fixing 8 mini-
mum wage in skilled indoitries and by prevanting
sweated labour, C : L
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Mr. Sastri’'s Speech at Port
Elizabeth

At & oivic welcome given to the Rt. Hon. Brinivasa
Sastrl at Port Elizabeth under the chairmanship of
the Depnty-Mayor of the town (Councillor Jas.
Scott) after preliminary speeches welcoming the
guest were made Mr. Bastri rose amidst prolonged
applause and declared that he was very hononred
as wall as delighted to have had this cordial and
enthusisstio reception.

Reference had been made, he said, to his capacity
as Agent-General of the Government of India in
this country. And that reminded him that he was
now an official and like the offieial who had just
spoken, he was precluded from disoussing in publio
a great many subjecta of interest both to them and
to him. He was sorry, therefore, that he was not
able to take the hint conveyed in the Deputy-
Mayor's speech and tell them the story of India’s
struggle towards political freedom. It was not
possible for him as Agent-General of the Govern-
ment of India to discoss with truth and justice a
sabject in regard to whioh, in many phases, the
Government of India might not always appear in a
desirable light, This out of the question, he would
speak about his own mission. As they were aware,
he wea the first official representative of India in
this sub-continent What led to the creation of the
offies was within the full experience and knowledge
of nearly all of them. But he must be allowed to
take themn behind the Capetown Agreement, just to
dwell for 2 moment; on the anxieties and fears with
which the Government of India and the Imperial
Cabinet of Great Britain had. alwaye viewed the
gitnation created by the circnmstances in which
Indiang were living in this country, and generally
in the Dominions of Britain abroad. He did not
wish to say anything that might be unpleasant, or
:inythinz that might be in the nature of recrimina-

on,
but to make them better, and if he recalled the con-
dition and anxieties and fears prevalent amang the
Government and the people in one common state,
if he dwelt upon thig aspect of the subject, it was
merely to show that the Government of India, in
handling an extremely diffcult and delicate gitna-

1

His work in this conntry, he said, was conditioned -
above all elee by one requirement, and it Was well, -
perhaps, although he had said it pretty often he '
would repeat it in Port Elizabeth. 'The Government '
of India and in large messare the people of India |
were alike agreed that Indians living in this country
muet realise one peouliar limitation, not- that they '
had forgotten it, there had been nothing in the c¢ir. '
cumstancea of their living here to make them forget
it. Suspiolons had been aroused, sccusalions had v
been fung about recklessly, that it was necessary to '
be quite clear and emphatic on the point. l",

The Ways of Politiciang .., "

It was unfortunately true, in the political 'world; ‘|
that when politicians repydisted . something, we
ugually supposed that there was something \wrong
about it. . (Laughter). Politiciang were & tribo ‘whe
did not alwaya truat one another. (Laughter). - When |
they repudiated anything, they -were anxioua -that:
the repudiation shonld be taken at its face value; !

. that their honesty shonld 'not ba:'questioned, and i

their bona fidea should be above eavil; ,-But when. ./
another man repudiated suything, they laughed,

- ignored it, even sneered and said, “We know.what':

Hig purpose was not to make matters worse

tion, had thought it their duty, first and foremost,

to avoid anything that might be in the natare of a
diplomatic blunder, for diplomatic blunders had
consequences that wers far reaching, and fell, in the
main, an innocent people and npan generations who
were perfectly ipnooent of - the complications
throngh which they were made to snffer. (Loud

applause). . .
- Walking Warily

As representative of the Government of India, it
behoved him, also, to walk warily where there were
80 many pitfalls, and to avoid anything whish might
be in the nature of added bitterness, for bitterness
there was in abundance in all consolence, and if one
desired to cure he could not start by making the

disensa woree. (Loud applause). “

“But,” he asked, "if my anxiety is to avoid a
blander, iait tha do a0 2 You know, being men
and women of the world, that there is only one
trath and a thousand lies; there is only one
cayrse of action in a difficalty and there are be-
side it 100 wrong coursea each inviting you to

itaelf, It is hard —F realise it fully—it is hard to. .

do what is right, to apeak the truth, to keep to the
straight path in front of you when there are
temptations {0 make a great mark, to create a
sensation which the superficial observer will re-
galg asythmﬂmx}rt ot:’ clever, hn]: which, capnot contri-
ute an g w0 remove the evil of the situation.”
(Loud applause), ‘ h

thesa palitical statements are.” - (Langhter), . 1 /
He wanted them, to acqnif him of saying anything "
that would lopk like a palitical atatement of that i
kind, Thera ¢ould not be any temptation - for him -
to deceive them in making g statement in rwhich he o
did not fully believe. He had a pacred duty to the =
cause ha represented,, There were  ciranmetaneces’ -
surronnding his work; there was sufficient guarantes
that he would not make himself oonscionsly. guilty

- of exaggeration, a wilful distortion of the facts or a '+

calculated conoealment of feelings deep in the mind, '+
- A Clear Declaration /"' '~ -1

Hothen ssidi— ., . © i teu 1./
It ia no part of onr intention either now”or at’
apy time in the fature to ohallenge the .political |
supramacy of the white part of the "population: of
South Africa. (Loud applause). We admit to the |
fall your righ{ to maintain the civilisation' whick'
yon value, the modes of living, the standards of
coq:xfort. which you ‘have set up for yourselves,
amidst disconragement and diffienltics, which we
fnlly appreciate, We recognise that it will be
your right to determine the publio poliey -of this
sub-cantinent, and model it to yonrs and the satis- '
faction of the public interests. This being out of '
the way, we recognise as a natural cdrollary that *
there must be certain, limitations and: restrictions
apon the political and . municipal * fresdom : of
Indians heee so that this . essential requirement
may be gatisfied.. Wa are anxions to-disarm your '’
saspicions in the matter., O R
And gny application which might be made fop the': :
freedom of the Indian population in & request fop'
the removal of dissbilities pressing upen them, and: '
any petition for facilities, enabling them te live o'
happy, contented and prosperous life—all “thege |
things myst be understood as. being: subjeck ‘to ‘thig ™
limitation, with ne wish to interfere in, or dispute-
the political supremacy of the Europeans of thig’ -
sub-continent. Bat the question avose:: “Wonld: '
you he justified in ordering the lives: 'of Indians
amongst you ? Would yon be justified in ordering ' -
their lives in gaing forther than might bel'.necessary" '
in orda; ta gsqure thig essential condition ‘Would "
it be wise; would it be in accordance with the high- '
est civilised rule; wonld it be in conformity with the' "
higheat standards set up by Great Britain ‘in ‘variong -
parig of the Empire ? - Wonld it be right to raise
bars and harriers which are not neceasary: to main.’!"
tain your supremacy, but which seem oniy ‘desigmed- i
to deny the Indian, sometimes wholiy, semetimes '/
partially, the opportunities and faecilities which'are '
necessary for his full development? Ke has no,/

I
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right to shape your politics or alter institutions to
his own benefit. But i8 it necessary to bind him
with shackles and fetters which deprive him of the
opportunities to which, as a citizen of the British
Empire, a8 one who swears allegiance to the Throne

of Great Britain, he is entitled ? Is it necessary to-

impose limitations on him as to the profession he
might follow, or on the education he might wish
to Ireceive ? :

. .s.if. or is it not a part of the aims of ever
mvﬂxsed_ Government that every citizen, except h{a
be of evil character or disloyal conduct should be
allowed:to become himself fully? I believe that
the ordinary canons of right and justice would give
the answer, without reservation, in the affirmative
to that question.”

A Solemn Promise

There was, he added, the promise held out by
the Sovereign of Great Britain on dozens of public
solemn occasions. There was the course consistently
held by a long period of Imperial rule -by Great
Britain, a courge which would not be deviated by a
hair’s breadth, which required that no one would be
denied that which was necessary for developing
himself. (Applauss), -

Whether the institutions were monarchical, oli-
garchic or demoeratic, no matter which shape they
might assume in outward form, their tendency must
always be to utilise all the awailable talent in the
country to the fullest advantage—not only for one
section, becanse it might be domuinsnt, but for the
- whole community. (Applause). Everyone of the

community was interested not only giving the best
to the whole collectivaely of the State but he was
interested in exacting from the rest of the commu-
nity the best possible for that collectivity.

Mr. Sastri referred to the conditions affecting the
Indian in the'Cape Province, .and in the Transvaal
and Natal. In the Capeit wag a question whether
he was properly educated ‘'and put in smitable cir-
cnmstances, whether he was fit and suitable to carry
the burden and responsibility of citizenship in the
Cape Province.

Equal rights for every civilised man was the
motto of administration which on all occasions the
Cape had followed. It was his fervent prayer that
nothing would tempt them to depart from thst
atraight and broad path. (Applanse). The Govern-
ment of India wished nething better than that they
should adhere to this formula in all that they did
with reference to these. particular people. He had
neither the knowledge nor the experience to answer
the guestion which might be put: “What are the
signs of contemporary time, is that formula in jeo-
pardy, what are the currents of opinion that might
wreck that formula and drag the chariot of the Cape
Province Administration athwart that straight line ?
I put the question, but the answer must come from
those whose daily lives have been spent in studying
the detaily and the tendencies of administration.”

There wag just the danger, he feared, that the

ape Province might descend from its high altitude
:and place itself on all fours with the other Provinces.
i Asone who wished with all his heart that the
:British Commonwealth would continue for a Iong,
{long time yet in the history of the world to be the
exempler of the highest principles of rule, to be the
pattern of all-that is best to secure the welfare of
haman kind, he prayed them not to deviate from
the high standard set up by Rhodes, while they
might be absolutely required to keep their own
supremacy and maintain their own traditions. but to
ask the other Provinces to come along and take their
1 stand on their side a3 the custodians of even-handed
| justice and fairplay to maintain the high level of Bri-

tish justice, British equity and the British desire to
L give every individual under the common flag an
' opportunity. (Applause).

A
5

“I can assist my countrymen only by assisting
you,” said Mr. Sastri, amid applause. :

Addreasing the Indian section of the meeting, he
asked them not to misjudge him; he had not comse
there to exalt himself in the eyes of the Earopeans
at their expense. But they had always to remember
that they could not ask anything until they had
eatablished fully their desire to benefit by it. He
spoke of his visit to the Indian School that day, and
he was saddened by the small number he saw in the
higher hall.

In a most eloquent appeal, Mr. Sastri impreased
upon them the need of allowing their children to
have all the facilities of edrcation that were offared
to them. He knew how they loved their children.
But every trne father desired nothing more than
that he shonld be excelled and passed by his son.
{Applanse) He would rather prefer them to be beggars
wandering from door to door than that they shounld
have abundance to eat and leave their children in
ignorance. It waa wrong to take away children from
school after the fourth standard. It seemed to him -
that they should have their protection up to 17 or 18
yvears of age. And they should pay even greater
attention to the edncation of their girls. They could
only neglect the carefnl education of their girls at
the peril of the community.

At the termination ©of his speech, Mr. Sastri was /
loudly applauded. ]

Mr. J. S. Young proposed a vote of thanks to the
speaker, who, he said, had put the Indian view very
clearly and he declared that the Government of India
and its people could be proud of such an ambassador
as Mr., Sastri. (Applaunse). ~

The meeting terminated with the singing of the
National Anthem.

Congress Secretaries Expléin

The following letter signed by Mr. V. 8. C.
Pather (Secretary Natal Indian Congress) and 'Mr,""
A. L. Kajee (Secretary South African Indian Con-
gress) was sent to the Natal Advertiser and was
published in its issue of December 6 :— .

Sir,—Publicity has magnified many a small deed
and redundant thing befors this—the publicity
given to the Natal Indian Association is of that
kind. This association was formed about August,
1925, at Clairwood. Why Clairwood of all places
should have been chosen to form a body to repre- -
sent the Indians in Natal is beyond one’s compre-
hension. It has no connection with the one form-
ed in 1913 by Mahatma Gandhi. The one formed
by Mahatma Gandhi stopped functioning after his
departure in 1914. .

Thereaftor there was & blank in Indian political
activities. In 1918 the first South African Indian
Conference was held in Capetown. It wasafter the
second South African Indian Conference in 1919
that a committee under that name beganto function
in Natal. The Natal Indian Congress which had
been placed under an interdict, was resuscitated in
1921 and commenced the work of the community,
and when the Sonth African Indian Congress con-
stitntion was framed, it affiliated and formed s
foundation member thereof. :

The only work the Natal Indian Assnciation
which was formed at Clairwood in 1925 has so far
done was to pass resolutions agsinst the Asiatic
Bill, apd after lying dormant for over two years
has come to light and has passed resolutions de-
nouncing an agreement against which they had
nothing to say when it was allin the making. At
no time did they attend on Dr. Malan to dput their
views against the Asiatic Bill neither did they ap-
pear before the two deputations that came from
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mitted to us by the Transvaal British Indian
Association, they say, “if the complaint of
unfair competition be sincere, and thought to

India. It takes this body nearly four or_three
years reapectively after the passing of the Indus-
trial Conciliation Act and the Wages Act to realise

that these Acts are detrimental to the Indian com-
munity. It has also taken them 10 months after
the publieatioa of the results of the Uapetown
Agreement that this also is harmful to the [ndian
community. The agreement, as everyone is aware,
has been discussed from every point of view by
the Indian community all over the country and
finally approved of at the annual session of the
South African Indian Congress at Johannesburg in
March last with certain r?SfIrvations; the resolution
the Congress reads as follows : —
Of“ That this seventh session of the South African
Indian Congress in conference assembled hereby
resolves to accept the agreement reached at the
round table conference between the Governments
of the Union and India recogmsmitt asan honest
attempt to find a solution to the Indian problem.
The conference while prepared to work it as such,
foels however the necessity to iaﬁriﬁcise cortain
features of the agreement, especially :
1. The restt%ﬁfon of the sale of unalienated
lands in municipalities; .
2. The serious failure to restore the municipal
franchise; )
3. The failare to remove the disability under
the Colour Bar Act;
this confereuce further reserves to itself the
right to critically examine the Liquor Bill where
it affects the community and any Draft Bill
that may be brought forward to implement the

Agreement,”
If All Is Not Well

If all is not well with the Natal Indian Congress,
why do not these men get in as members and
push out those that are in power, and thereafter
do the right thing according to their lights? It
i8 easy to denounce anything by vague and general
statements but difficult to quote facts and figures
in support thereof.

Now let us take the most whipped up argument
of this Natal Indian Association against the Cape-
town Agreement, namely, the Industrial Concilia-
tion Act and the Wages Act. The clause relating
to these Acts in the Agreement reads :—

“The principle underlying the Industrial
Conciliation Act (No. 11 of 1924) and the
Wages Act (No. 27 of 1925) which enables all
employees including Indians to take their
places on the basis of equal pay for equal
work will be adhered to.”

If these men claim equality with the Europeans
in things that suit them, why do they mot accept
the disabilities that general lawa bring to them.

It is one of the cries against the Indian that he.

undersells and competes unfairly, because of his
cheap living. This faliacious argument has been
disproved times without number by Mr. Gandhi
in his time and those that follow Lim. It has
always been maintained both by Mr. Gandhi and
other leaders, that so long as any industrial or
sanitary laws were made applicable to all irres
tive of race, the Indian community will abide by
them.

In view of what hae been said by these men and
the interview that appeared in the Advertiser on
Baturday, from Johannesburg, by one, K. V. Patel,
of the Transvaal British Indian Association anent
these lawn, it will be of interest to nnte what that
hody observed before the Lange Commission in
}33;. Paragraph 212 of the Commission’s report

s . : :
"R that teinsia of @ ey Mddwiend wibe

be at all deserved, our community is prepared
to recommend and conform to legislation,
regulating the principle of minimum profit
and wage on an equitable basis for all ranks
of labour.”

Six years ago, the dencuncers of the Capetown
Agreemuent were prepared to accept legislation
regulating not only their wages, but also their
profits.

Improvement Necessary

Of course, needless to say, considerable im-
provement is necessary before the Indian is said
to be on & level with the European in the operation
of these laws, The main points which Indians
feel should be remedied are :—

(a) Facilities for technical edueation should
be provided {in this connection credit must
be given to Dr. Malan for the inquiries he
has initiated with the Durban and Maritzburg
Technical Colleges);

(b) The benefits of the Apprenticeship Act
should be extended to the Indian;

(c¢) Indians should be allowed to become
members of the employers’ and employees”
unions, or that Indians’ wunions shoald be
given recognition on equal basis. ‘

- Now let us take the other grievances of these
men, namely, the voluntsry repatriation scheme,
or, a8 it 38 mow knowm, the assisted emigration
scheme. Voluntary repatriastion is no new thing.
It was part of the Jaws under which Indians were
brought to this country under the Indenture Act
of 1891 and the amending Act 17 of 1895.

There are three conditions under which Indians
came, viz.: (a) Toreturn to India with a free
passage to be provided by the Indian Immigration
Trus;;; £('l§) to reindenture; or (c) to pay an annual
tax .

After the passive resistance struggle of 1913 and
the passing of the Indians’ Relief Act of 1914, the -
£3 tax was removed.

After the interim report of the Lange Commission
of 1921, a sum of £10 per adult person was paid
as an inducement and under the Capetown
ment this bas been increased to £20, and omly
reducing the righht of the father to repatriate his
children up to the age of 21 to 16 years. This is
an advantage that Indians appreciate, as it will
allow for persons over the of 16 to decide for
themselves, which was not the case formerly. The
other advantage is that a family desiring to come
back can do 80 under strict and rigid conditions.

Objections )

_The objections raiced against the facilities for
higher education at Fort Hare are ridiculous and
beyond the comprehension of anyone claiming that
a'l men are equal and that one’s education and
character should, if at all, be the line of demarca-
tion. What one would like to say to these objeo-
tors i8 that if it is the proper thing to claim to sit
alongside a Europenn for your studies, why not
alongside 2 native of the country? If the Euro-
pean does the wrong by refusing this right, has
the Indian the right to look down upon a native
and refuse to sit alongside of him? Wg;:ave as yet
to learn that two wrongs mske a right. What is
more regrettable about these objections to Fort
Hare is that it savours of base ingratitude in re-
;m&r_x for wha]:S that inatitution has done for several .

ndian youths; We are sure if these young ten
wha tuws Moot Ve E L ' ng Blgld
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. further etudies are to learn of what is being

said about their Alma BMater, their blood will boil.
~ Letus a,pFeal to these misguided countrymen of
ours that, if they think that matters are not what
they should be, let them come into the Congress
and straighten things from within, It is easy to
destroy but difficult to build,

i - (Sgd.) V. 8, C. Paraes,
Secretary, Natal Indian Congress.

-~ _A. L Kaes,
Becretary, B. A. Indian Congress.

Somprsei' Rast’ Indians Welcome

" M. Sastri

'Thé following is the text of an address presented
to the Rt, Hon. V. 8, Srinivasa Sastri by the Indian
community of Somerset East (CLP.) :(—

t"Fo the Right Honourable V. S, Srinivasa Sastri,
Agent-General of the Government of India in South
Africa, - 110 e ! S : :

. Right Honouarable Bir—We the Indizh commu-
nity of Somerset East feel.ourselves very highly
honoured at being afforded the opportunity of meet-
ing you and expressing the very grent pleapure that
it gives ne.to know:that ‘the distingaished mervices
which you. have rendered to the camee of your
countrymen bave found suitable recognition from
the Government of India. 'We have watched your
career with interest and fruat that it mey please

- Almighty God long to spare you to cafry on the
great work which you have undertaken to do to
asdiat in ameliorating the lot of your countrymen
whom ciretimatances or the incidence of birth have
planted in Sountk Africa. ‘We at Somerset East have
no grievances snd we are only a emall community,

but we know that others of onr countrymen are not_

g0 fortunate and we know that you may be relied
upon to improve their conditions while at the same
time rétaining the goodwill of the Government of
South Afries, - (God geant yoo strength and wisdom
" for the great work and may He gunide you in all
your undertakings, - And 'we ghall ever pray.”’

el 1 Rt AWANLY, Chaitman,

' K. T. GAJIAR, Becretary.
oot e e TRRWA DEANA, ' Treasurer,
TR A A o

‘Thé Story of My Experiments
i Wit Truth - o

Y IE H[n‘.i." ' [BY M. K. GANDHII

ol " Pat{ [11.. Chapter XX,
s Vege ey 1 BoMpAY

' Gokhale wanted very mtch that I shounld settle
down in Bombay, practise at the bat and help him
in publio work. Public twork in thosa days meant
Congress work and the chief work of the inatitution
which he had assigted to found wad carrying on the
Congress administeation.. . :

1 liked
confident of success as a barrister, The unpleasunt
mgmorjed of past Eailure were still with me, dnd I
stitl hated fiattery for getting briets as poieon.,

I tHeretore décided first to work at Rujkot,
Kévilrm Mavit Dive, oy old, well. wisher, who had
witiibed thé Yo go to Ebgland, was there, and he
stifted xiié with thrlié briefs at ofice. Two of them
word dppeals Leford thd ‘Jitdicihl Assistint to the
Pblitical Ageit i Kathidwad abd one dn original
cagd itt Jatndgnt;, ‘THid last <vdd rather impormnﬂl.
Ob my saying thut ¥ conld dbt trast myeelt to do it

T

pfr e

ot

Gokhale's advice, bot 1 was nék overs.

justice, . Kevalram Dave exclaimed : “Winning or
losing is none of your concern. You will simply
try your best, and I am of courss there to aesisi -
youn,”

The counsel on the other side was the late Mr.
Samarth. I was fairly well prepared. Not that [
knew much of Indian Law, but Kavalram Dave had
inatructed me very thoronghly. [ had heard friends
say, before I went out to Soath Africa, that Bir
Pherozeshah Mehta had the law of evidence at hia.
finger-tips and that that was the secret of his succeas,
1 had borne that in mind, and during the voyage
had studied the Indian Evidence Aect with com-
mentarles thereon carefully, and there was of conrse
the advantage of my legal experience in South
Africa, -

I won the case and gained some confidence in my-
gelf, I had no fear about the nppeals which wers
saccessfnl, All this inspired & hope in me that I
might not after all fall even in Bombay., -

But beiore I set forth the gdircumstances in which
I decided to go to Bombay, I shall narrate my ex-
perience of the inconsiderateness and ignoraunce of
English officials. The judicial Assistant’s was a
peripatetic Court. He was constantly touring and
vakils and their clionts had to follow bim wherever
he moved up his camp. The vakils would charge
more whenever they had to go oat of hoadguarters
and so the clienta had naturally to incur double the
expenses. This inconvenience was no concern of
the Judge. _

The appeal I am talking of was to be heard at
Veraval where plagne was raging. have a re-
collection that there used to be as many as fifty casea
daily in that place with a population of 5,500, It
wag, practically deserted and I had put up In a
deserted dhiarmashala at some distance from the town.
But where were tho clients to stay ? And if they
were poor, they had simply to trust themselves to
God’s mercy. ,

A friend who also had cases before the court had
wired that I should put in an application for thé
camp being moved to somé other station, ns there
was plague at Veraval. On my submitting the appli.
cation the Sahid yeked me: ‘Are yon atrald?

I answered : “Itis not a question of being afraid.
I think I can shift for myself, but what about the
clients ?” ’

The Sahib=~"The plague has come to stay in Indis
Why fear it? The olimate of Veraval is lovely.
(The Sahid lived far sway from the town in a,
palatial teat pltohed on the seashore.} Surely people
maust learn to live thus in the open.’

It was no use arguing againat this philosophy.
The SaAid told his Shirastedar : ‘Make note of what
Mr, Gandhi says, and let me know if it is very in-
convenient for the valkila or the clienta,

The Sahsh of course had honestly done what he
thoaght was the right thing. Bdt how could the
man hive att idea of the hardships of poor India b
How was he to tunderstand the neotls, habits,
idiosyneragies and customs of the people ? How
was one soenstomed to measnre things in gold
govereigns all at unee to make calounlations in tiny
bits of copper ? Ams the elephant iw powerless to
think in the terms of the ant, in spite of the best in«
tentions of the world, even »o is the Englishmar
with the nedds of an elephaht powerless to think
in the terms of or legisfute for the Indian with the
needs of an dfif. " S, .

Bat to resume the thread of the gtory. In spito
of the successes; 1 had, beon thinking of staying oh
in Béjkot for some time longer, when K Kevaltam
Dave one day came to me and mLi : ‘Gandbi we
'WLII fiot sulfer yoit to vegetate here. Yoh must
seltld ih ﬁoiubay.‘f o ) o

‘But who will find work for me there ? I aaked.
‘Will you find the e xpenses ¥ . ,. =, . , -

“Yor, you, L will,” said he, ‘We shall bring you
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down here sometimes as a big barrister from Bom-
bay, and drafting work we shall send ‘you there.

It lies with oa vakils to magnify or belittle a barris-’

ter. Youa have proved your worth in Jamnagar and
Veraval and I have therefore not the least anxiety
abont you. Yomn are destined to do pumblic work,
and we will not allow you to be buried in Kathia-
wad, . "Well then, tell me when yon will go to
Bombay.'

‘I am expecting a remittance from Natal. As soon
as ] get it I go,' said I.

The money came in about two weeks and I went '

to Bombay. I took chambers in Payne Gilbert and
Sayani’s offices and it looked as thoagh I had settled

down there.

Transvaal British Indian

: Association
Mass Meeting

Whereas, on the 5th November, 1927 a reqnisition
duly sigaed by over 700 mambera of the Association
was duly served upon the Joint Hon. Secretaries,
calling npon them, in terms of rule 27 of the consti-
tution and regalation, to convene a Special General

—

Meeting of members for the purposes set forth in

the said requisition .

and whereas in violation of the said rule
the said Joint Hon, Secretaries have failed, refused
or neglected to comply with the sald requisition,
and failed, refused or neglected to convene a Special.
General Meeting '

. And whereas the members of this Association are
by resson of the foregoing being subjected to injury.
in regard to the affairs of the Association and their
communal intereats - SNt

Notice is hereby given that a mass meeting of the
Indians of the Transvaal Provines (over the age of

16 years, all sach being ip#e facls membars of the
Associntion) will be held on Sunday, the 18th De-
chinber, 1927, 4t 2 p.m. at the Good Hope Bioscops’

Hall, corner of Commiwesioner and Nugget Streets, -

Johannesburg, for the following purposes :—
1. To consider the condnet of the present officers
» 8nd committee, and to pass such resolutions in
regard thereto, a8 the meeting may determine.
2. To eledt by vote officers and members of the
committes either ln addition to those presently

holding office or in snbstitntionl of them or any .

" N Of them-
. 8. To consider and vote upon the proposal that the_
Transvaal British Indian Asgociation re-affilia
-+ with the Bouth African Indfan Congress, -+ * -
4 To consider and discuss and vote upon any
' other matter arising ont of or incidental to the

;+ foregoing, T
E‘el. Add., N. R. PATEL, .
ORGANRISER" Vice-Chairman of the Trans-
P.0. Box 2538, vaal British Indlan Associ-’
Johannesburg, ation. (At the reguest aud.

instance of members and
sigpatories to the teqnisition.)

Lecture on the League of Nations
will be delivered by H. B. Butler Esq,, C.B,
ot the Leagus of Nation’s Unjon, London,
at the Parsee Rustomjee Hall, i40 Queei
Street, Durban on Saturday 1oth Decembef
1927, at 3 p.m. sharp. o

?

Don

all about the League and its work.
B. M. PATEL

HON. SECRETARY,

M. K. Gandhi Library &, Parsee
. .. Rustomjee Hall Committe

South African India.i; égﬁéressi;

t miss this opportunity of knowing .

- i

EIGHTH SESSTON™ { <

In terms of Clause 13 of the Constitution
notice is hereby given to the constjtuent
bodies that the next Annual Céonference will
be held at Kimberley on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd
and 4th January 1928. .

The following is the agenda :—

1. Presidential Speech.

2. Minutes. , -, .. g
3. Hon. Géfi Secletiry’s’ Répdee” "
- 4. Hon. Jt. Treasuret’s Finarcial State-
«  ment, FERURA LI T R ]
5. Capetown Agreement, ... .. ;.

~ (a) Bills’ passed " there anent. e
" (by Education 1nquity Comiiissionl
i v {c) Housing & Sattitary Gomihission?
-6, Proposed::Liquor Billi}¢ siky wie
7. Notices, .of Motion, e . 5y o0y
8. Revision of Copstitution and. Standy

" ing Orders, =~ . T
© 9. Electioit’of Officidls! ir:-t# 0 &
10. ‘General;...! B LA B
N Aiwll’: KAJEE?L-—I"J:"

HON. GEN. SECRETARY,
Headquarters : FTA LYSRRRSEN I P N

1735311‘6}?6??98;,71)111. e 1 Crernd npitee
S TIN HENIIE DR I

- In the Magistrate’s Coure’l
For thé I?istfict of YAl

}A"-\‘,\

i W

A VY it ?#19'»?‘!’ "
- - NO 1 7- ¥ "
A S S 43301".2- b.jﬁ'!

Between the EXECUTORE. OF ESTATE LATE,
B. H. WOOD (Plaintiff) and CHINNAPPAN
» ¥.No. 1106567 Fres Indian lately of Tongast; ©* ¢
] .-,.(Defendan_t_.)a(_g_. R Y -,,”.._..i:,.')' g ;.:..,
To UEINNAPPAN| L e d faran i Lo
TAKE NOTIOE that & Summons has been isaned
againet you in this Court by theé  EXEOUTORS of
ESTATE late B. H. WO0OD—efo A. D. Miller &
Kimber, 10 Leslie Street, Durban for an order.; 'y
(1) Cancelling the Agreement signed o the 18th
*June 1925 for the sale and purchdse of a
certain piete of freehold land -being Lot~110

of Y of Clairmont Estate, in the Oonnlg— oi
¢ fFoar e CELCD

¥+ Dutbad; Natak-# ! .~

(2) Forfeiture of the sam of £10 paid by’ lyatie

and : o ‘

(3} For your ej}egbq;gntJ?pq!Ig;tpg_ eaid land; s
and that an Order has been made that the publica.
tiont of notidé 6f dach Stimmons shall be - deaitad to
be good and fafficient service of .the; Summons,on
you. You aré required to enter an appearunce to
thié Sumin6iid o of bafore ths 14th daF of Detonibat
1927; and, if you do pot dg -go; Judgment, may be
given against you in your absence.

Datéd a¢ DurBlan, this 30th ‘G4¢ o8 Nobedbor,
1927. . m L ea e venpy giamas,d
.o Ry Q. VAN ONSELEN, ; ..

Pt RNy iy F CoHre.

: R AR T R o BRI S g i RH

A. D, MILLER & KIMBER, ..
Plaintit’s Altditieys, ¢ T ™
w"L“Blios-tmt‘i"V" Titver jf ’f Dopra™ i
e R LR LU 4

WS ke e

DarBan H ela at DieBian

»
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