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THE STORY OF MY EXPERIMENTS WITH TRUTH

[ Bv

M. K. GanpHi}

Part 111.—Chapter X.

THE BOER WAR

must skip many another experience of the
l pericd between 1397 and 1899 and come to the

Boer War, When the war was declared my per-
sonal sympathies were all with the Boers, but I
believed then that I had yet no right in such cages
to enforce my individual convictions. I have
minately Qealt with the inner sitroggle in this
behalf in my bistory of the Satyagraha in South
Africa, and I must not repeat the argnment here,
I invile the curious to turn those pages, Sauffice
it to say that my loyalty to the British rnle drove
me to participation with the British in that war,
I felt that if I demand rights as a British citizen, it
was also my duaty as such to participate in the de-
fence of the British Empire. I held then that India
conld achieve her complete emancipation only

within and through the British Empire. So I got -

together as many comrades as possible, and with
very great difficalty had their s:rvices accepted
a8 an ambulance corps. The average Englishman

believed that the Indian was a coward incapable of -

taking rieka and looking beyond his immn :diate self-
interest. Many English friends therefore threw
cold water on my plan. Bat Dr. Booth sapported
it whole-heartedly. He trained uws in ambulance
work. We secured medical certificates of fitness for
service. Mr. Laughton and the late Mr. Escombe
enthusiastically supported the plan and we applied

at last for service at the front. Tae Government_

thankfully acknowledged our application, bat said
that onr services were not then needed.

But I would not rest satisfiel with this refusal.
Assisted by Dr. Booth I called on the Bishop of
Natal. There were many Christain Indians in ounr
corps and the Bishop was delighted with my pro-
posal and promised to help us in getting us accepted.

Time too was working with ws. The Boer had
showed more pluck, determination and bravery than
were expected; and our services were ultmmtely
needed.

Our corps was 1,100 strong with nearly 40 leaders.
About three hundred were free Indizns and the
rest indentured. Dr. Booth was also with us. Tae
corpa acquitted itself well. Though oar work was
to be outside the firing line, and thoagh ws had the
protection of the Red Cross, we were asked at a cei-
tical moment to serve within the firing line, The
reservation was not of our secking. The anthorities
did not want us to be within the range of fire. But
the situation was changed after the repulse at Spion

Y

Kop and General Buller sent the message tﬁat though

we were not bound to take the risk, Government

would be thankfunl if we wounld take it and fetch the
wounded frowm the fisld. We had no hesitation and -

so the action at Spion Kop found us working w1thm :

the firing line. During these days we hid to march -
from tweuty to twenty-five miles a day, bearing. the

wounded stretchers. Among the wounded we had -
the honoar eof carrying soldiers like Geueral Wood-- :

gate,

After the reverses st Spoin Kop and Vaalkranz the
British Commandar-in-Chief had abandored the
attempt to relieve Ladysmith and other places by
suminary procedure, and had decided to await rein-’
forcemenis from Eugland and Indm, and to: proceecl
slowly. ne
Oar humhle‘ work was, at the moment, much
applauded and the Indians’ prestige- was enhanced.
The newpapers published laudatory rhymes whose
refrain was “Wae are sons of Empire after all.”-

’

The corps was disbanded a[“t.er gix weeks’ Bervice.

[

General Builer mentioned with appreciation the .
work of the corps in his despatch and the leaders -

were awarded the War Medal. .
The Indian community becams better orgamsed
I got into clear touch with the indentured Indlans

There came a greater awakening amongst them, and:’

the feeling that Hindus, Mussalmans, Christians, ;
Tamilians, Guajaratis. and Sindhis were all Indians -,
and are children of the same motherland took deep ,
root among them. Every oneé believed thab the

Indians’ grievances' were now sure to be redressed. -
The White Man’s attitude seemed to have distinctly

changed at the moment. The relations formed with J

the Whites during the Wur were of the sweetest, .
We had ¢ome into contact with thousands of tommies,

.~

3

They were friendly with us, and were thankfal to _

ui to know that we were there to serve them,

1 cannot forbear from recording a sweet reminj~-

acence of how human naturs shows itself at its beat:
al moments of trial. We were marching towards
Chievely camp where Lieatenant Roberts, the son of
Lord Roberts, had recsived a mortal wound, Oar
corps had the honour of carrying the body from the
field. It was a sultry day—:he day of our march.

‘Everyone was thirsting for water. There was a tiny

brook on thie way where we counld slake our tlurst,, A

Bat who was to drink fitst 2 We had proposed to
come in after the Tommics had finished. Bnt they _
would not begin first and urged us to do so0,' and for”
a while a pleasant compatition went oa for giving
Precedence to one another,

v
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MR. SASTRI'S TASK IN THE
TRANSVAAL
HE Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri has rea-
T son to be proud of his work in
. - Natal. He came when the dark
clouds were thundering. How the feelings
of the Europeans of the Province which
were high against the-€apetown Agreement
and Indians generally were to be subdued
was a garve problem. Mr, Sastri was even
| warned thaf he was facing a stone wall. But
with his wonderful tact, great ability and
magnetic personality he gradually won the
thearts of the antagonists, completely
changed their feelings and succeeded in
pursuading them to fulfil their share of the
Agreement. The first step in that direction
is the appointment .of an Indian Education
Commission. Though’the decision about the
membership of the Commission is not as it
should be, and in that we have the Nafal
Advertiser, the Natal Witness and the
Cape Times in agreement with us, the
change of front the Province has taken
is ‘cgrtainly a hopeful sign of a brighter
future.. As our contemporaries have point-
ed out it is not too late for the Provincial
Administration to alter its decision even now
and ap:pomt experts on the Commission.
"’T vmg: won the hearts of the Euro-
peans of atal who seemed not long ago a
hostile; element Mr. Sastri returned last
Sundayt&‘theTransvaa] only to find the posi-
tlop just the rgverse of what it was in this Pro-
vmce There the Indians are dissatisfied
w:th the Agreemenkand bave many other
sqres that require a heeling balm. Their
digsatisfaction with the - A‘greement is, as
.we: dnderstand  it, owing th"; - jjeir  posi-
' t1on B\Q‘ng rendered insecure by.,;h,g new
Immlgrald.gn Act of 1927 which was*eipart
of 'the Agibement. Their anxiety secths
Jusﬁﬁ'able, ‘Efwe‘ﬂfﬁe mformed cb’rrectly, that™
lause 5 of the abovéi entlonqd Act; is being
rhforéed ret;ospectw A’ case in,gpin} -
has been gepgrted: to us, “of ene Dayabhaii
Parsotam: alla.g\Govmd Odhav who, we are
infermed, is 2w’6ld resident of ﬂ‘le Transvaal,
possessi’hc a Ttansdal Reglstratlon Certi-
ﬁt:ate, on v@g jotice was served '%g Sept.
Rleave the. ;ovmce wuhm three. days,‘
Tbﬁ@ase, we-ujl mtand is now taken bafore
rhet dpeal Boardi,: We-are dlso iformeds
that. *cé%!‘ applicat pﬁé "t'!y exémpte&‘ Tn-*
: dlaags 1

svaal fg, biing, their wives.,

1nt01.ﬁhe @ounm)b aue been.turned . dows. /..

wa that Mr Sasm iE m‘ rhé Transvaal

. \; FRNLE

U and,speak with'one;voice.... . 4

these matters will naturally “be brought to
his notice and we hope also that our friends
in the Transvaal will not lose this:valuable
opportunity of pouring their hearts out to
Mr. Sastri ; and having had their reasonable
grievances redressed we sincerely hope they
will come forward once again and play their
due part in the harmonious working of the
Congress. If this changeis successfully
effected in the Transvaal it will be but an-
other step forward,

RALLY ROUND THE CONGRESS
E are happy to find that even among
those who have hitherto stood out-
side and against the South African
Indian Congress there is a growing recogni-
tion of the vital necessity for the Indian
community in South Africa speaking with
one voice and through one single central
organisation. It is therefore almost a tra- -
gedy that the British Indian Associatian in
Transvaal should fail to see the necessity,
and insist on its secession from the parent
all-embracing body and set up a separate
platform of its own. The Indian community
which is comparatively small in numbers,
voteless and voiceless in the affairs of the
country, and which is fighting for the most
elem,en,tary rxghts of civilised existence with
its back to the wall, can ill afford the disastrous
luxury of disunity, and divided counsels.
We are living under none too sympathetic
conditions. It is true, and we thankfully
acknowledge it, that there has been are- .
markable change of heart on the part of the
present Union Government. ‘But it will take -
a good long: while for the good influence to
spread far and wide and permeate ‘the whole
bedy of the people, and lift the clouds ’t;hat
darken the life of the average Indian in this
country. Mr. Sastri'y personality and ‘l:ps
uftgrances, have b.egun m,lea.y,en the public
opmlon that counfs in-thig lgad. - It require§
the eticentrated efforts! of the whole com-
munity t§%consolidate every step, in the be-’
neficial changdand stimulate it, “Phe |mp11-
menting of the ualftment part of tﬁe;Cq:pe-
town,; Agreement js a (gelicate and dxfﬁcglt
work, the:success of which depends.to alarpe
extent onthe unanimous and hcar‘t'y SWPPOTE\
the communlt& rves the Agen; in h:%bﬂ"orts ?

THig” consumﬁlﬁ, on will, P 't“g‘xyeawr handl-
cappe

k‘;F £, COWHUN';)MF!OGS not 5peak .

While the critics bf the Corigress; unlike
the Brltls‘h Indlan Association of Transvaal
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realise the need for unity, some of them
seem to advocate the formation of a2 new
central body to supercede the Congress.
We are unable to appreciate the justification
for this extra-ordinaty step. The Congress
has been in existence for some years and
not only won a place in the affections of the
Indians here but has also won the recogni-
tion of the peoples and the Governments of
India and of the Union. It will take a great
deal to shake its position and transfer
prestige to the new organisation.
The utmost that the new body can
do is to weaken the piestige and good
influence of the Congress without any
compensating advantage to the community.
Rival organisations will only perplex our
friends and be a sore temptation to our ene-
mies to exploit to our disadvantage. It can
do much harm but no good. The path of
wisdom is to rally round the Congresss,
strengthen it and make it even more thanever
the authentic mouth piece of the Indian
community in South Africa,

its

We have now before us the full facts of the case
of Mra. Barmania who was driven out from the
Transkeian Terretories where she went to accompany
bker husband who ig an old resident of those Territo-
‘We gave in our last issue a ghort Reuter's re-
port of the judgment of the Supreme Court in the
matter which went against the Appellant. We hope
to deal fally with the question in cur next issue.

ries.

Baya:

The Indian Education
- Commission

Press Comments—‘Natal Witness’

Commenting on the forthcoming Indian Educa-
tion Commission the Natal Wiiness dated Sept. 27

. The decision to appoint a Commission to inquire
11_1to Asiatic eduecation is undoubtedly a step in the
right direction. Not so long ago the Natal Provineial
Conncil was protesting (justifiably enough) to the
Government that it ought to have been consulted
on what is essentially a Natal problem before the
Capotown Agreement was drafted, and it is a tribate
to its own broadmindenness, as well as to the per-
sonality of Mr. Sastri, that it has decided to give
?ffeot to an undertaking which was thus made over
ite ollzeztnid. '}‘here bllxas, indeed, been %13" astonishing
revolution in public opiniog, and_ fhe problem is
ooV 6" he “approached with goodwill and in the
nght way. In these circnmstances it may seem un-
gracious to make any criticisms, and certainly Mr,

Sastri,

Who was interviewed by The Nafal Witness

when the suggested constitntion of the Committee
was first announced, uttered no word that conld
imply that he was not entirely satisfied. Indeed,
he showed himseif delighted with his birthday pre-
sent, and whole-heartedly grateful to the Admini-
Btration for their liberal action. “But what Mr,
Sastri, who i8 both a visitor and a diplomat, could:
Eot and would not say,” goes on our contemporary,
e may be permitted to say for him—though en-
tirely without. his suggestion or anthority. And it
8eems to us that the Provinecial Council, having taken.

the

L TS

first and all-important step in agreecing | to

appoint a Commission might well have gone farther
and entertained more liberal views in regard to its
membership, That the Provineial Executive should
form part of the Commission is reasonable enough
but that the Commission should be in point of fact
exclusively a commrittes of the Provincial Council is
sarely leading the dice. We do not doubt for one
moment that the Conncil wishes and intends to be
scrupulovsly just and even geperous to the Indian
community. But it bas to deal with traditional
prejudices in which it must share howaver uncon-
sciously, and it also has a responsibility towards the
public purse. There is therefore 'a danger that it
may approach the whole question not so much with
a desire to get atthe root of the matter and to lay
down lasting foundations for the future, as with the
intention of satisfying both sides at as little expense
as possible. ' R e

“It seems to us therefore highly desirable, since the
ideal of complets impartiality is really impracticable,
to leaven the Commission with impartiality, and to
appoint at least one or two educational authorities
who .can approach the whole question not only with
technical knowledge, which is very necessary, but
with a completely open mind. It is not too late to
do o, for thé appointment of the Commission and
its constitution have not yet been officially an-
nounced. We hope that before this announcement
is made the Administrator will reconsider the matter
if indeed he has not already done so, and since the,
presence of the Execative upon it will sufficiently,
protect the public interest, that he will decide upon,
a Commission which both Indian and European
opinion can accept without any reservations,” | |

- t— . A
# Natal Advertiser™

Thus the «Valal Adverliser on the-same subject i
its issue dated Sept. 23: S e T
We are extremely pleased that Mr; Sastri’s graat
work in this Province has resulted already in the.
appointment of the Educatioii” Commission which,
the Capetown Agreement foreshadowed. . “It would.
have been better if the Commission had not been,
composed (a8 actnally it is) of the Provincial Exe-
cutive and two other. members of the Provinaial-
Council. As it is, the body will never be able to
forget for long its major responsibilities to the Pro-.
vince as a whole, nor will it be able to free itself
entirely from its earlier predispositions on the Indian
question.” At the same time, the Agent-General
is much too wise 2 man to cavil at a half loaf be-
cause it is not a complete baker’s shop of bread..
The Executive members though they may not be
visionaries, will at least be men with some under-
standing of what reorganisation in Indian education’
is possible:; and all the experts who are to come
from India to guide them in their labours will no
doubt be able to show how a maximum of good may
be achieved at very small cost to the Provines. ¥ °
Writing at haste, and bn the eve of Mr. Sastri’s’
departare for Pretoria and Capetown, we wish him
well in this enlargement of the toils which come
within the orbit of his office. Education is the bed-
rock on which any betterment of the Tndian must
te-founded'T 46 Wherethe Tridian advances the
oountry. as a whole advances. - Thera is-tro heresy so’
stupid, no fallacy 80 ontworn, as that which main-"
tains that any one class in a nation can rise to pros-
perity on the repressed instincts or the khee-haltered’
capabilities of another and submerged class, Even'
the thing we detest most in the community life of’
the Easterner in otir midst—his indifference to insa-’
nitation, his ¢ontentment with social primitivism—'
will only be cured finally in the  classroom, and’
never in the legislature. Educationis thé enemy
of dirt a5 well 88 it iz the enemy of ignorauce. ' Ttis,
by the same token, the ally of efficiency ! and it
may-happen-that our own sluggish European minds
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will come to appreciate better what we enjoy in
oduncational opportunities nowadays when we gee
how the Asiatic puts the echoolroom before all else
in the equipment of life,

“Cape Times”

_1In the course of a sub-leader on the subject the
Cape Times considers the decision that the proposed
Commision should consist excinsively of members
of the Natal Provincial Executive, who were to be
empowered to co-opt other members of the Provincial
Council as unforiunate. “In a word,” eays the
paper, “‘the Commission was to be virtually a Select
Committee of the Natal Provincial Council.”

‘“The number and weight of objections to which
it wonld be exposed form indeed the best hope that
the report of it is unfounded. If it has been taken
it will be difficult to conjecture the motives of its
authors, but it is very easy to guess what motives
the man in the street will ascribe to them.

“What the man in the street remembers is that
the Natal Provincial Council is a body which
cherishes vehemently auti-Asiatic traditions; that in
‘May last it passed by 17 votes to 3 & formal resolution
condemning the Capetown agreement; that its pride
was sorely ipjured at what il considered insufficient
consultation over the terms of the agreement during
the negotiations and that subsequently it expressed
its indignation to the Senate and Asgembly in 8 form
which both Houses were compelled to ignore, and
that for years the Natal Superintendent of Education
has deplored his inability to induce the executive to
budget the improvements in non-European educa-
tion.

“Nature being what it is, the plain citizen when
he sees these recollections alongside a report that
the Provineial Council intends to conduct the pro-

posed inquiry itself, is bound to lead to one or both
of two conclusions, ‘

“The first is that the Council is so apprehensive
of the reflections which the minimum recommenda-
tions of an independent commission would cast on
the existing system that it dare not let the matter
out of its own hands, and the second is that the
. reported decision must be a peevish gesture of raffled
‘amour propre,’ perversely designed to embarrass the
‘Union Government in retaliation for its having nego-
tiated with India over the Provincial Council’s head.

"There is a further point which should not be lost
gight of, though published dccounta of the agreement
make no mention of the probable constitution of the
commission, we have good ground for thinking that
what was in the minds of both negotiation parties
was a commission of educatiohal experts, and that
sach was the understanding on which the agreement
was (concluded. We -cannot conceive that the Natal
Administration is ignorant of the fact,

“On all grounds, therefore, it seems to us impera-
tive that the promised inquiry should be conducted
by an independent commission of experts. They
would, of course, make their report to the Natal
Admipistration, who would be free fo reject recom-
mendations or to accept them with or without modi-
fications. -An inguiry by the committee of the
Provineial Council, on the other hand, wonld not
only be valueless in itself, but would for rea-
gons we have given create the anhappiest impres-
gion of that body throughout the country, and
counld not hope for recognition by the Indian com-
munity a8 being in any sense impartial. Agreement,
or no agreement, and quite apart from what the
Provincial Council may think of the agreement,
it is beyond dispute that a fall investigation is
needed into Asiatic education in Natal, and it
means a waste of time and energy if that in-
vestigation is to be held by any but those who are
best able to make it. ‘

“In trath, the whole matter, thongh Natal has the
privilege of handling it, is a national and even an
Imperial one,

“Natal is8 for this purpose the trustee of Bouth
African honour and statesmanship alike not in the
eyes of the Union alone, but in those of India and
of the whole Empire. We trust it is not too late to
urge her to rise to the level of the occassion.” (Reuter).

Notes on the Congress

(By “CONGRESSMEN")

[ Note—under the sbove nom de plume occasional
potes on the Congress activities will appear in these
colomns. They are written by those intereated
in the Congress work and have the welfare of
the community at heart., The views expressad
therein shonld not, however, be construed by
the reader as offical or emanating from either the
8.A.LC. or the N.I.C.]

Our ORITICS

For some time past and for reasons better kuown
to themselves, the Jndian Views and the dAfrican
Chronicle have been carrying on active propaganda
against the Congresses, vilifying the work that the
latter have been carrying on for & number of
years in the honest belief that at least men who are
responsible for the publication of these vituperations
would appreciate the littlo they are able to do for
the good of the community. We therefore intend
to point out the fallacy of their sarguments
and if need be to expose their past actions of
betrayal of the cause of our commaunity, withoat in

any way descending to the level of their villainy
and abase,

THE AGREEMENT A% Wa SBR IT

No sane person would deny the fact that ever since
the 1914 Sattlement Indians were gradually losing
ground and the few rights and pr.vileges they
possessed were ~being taken away. The pro-
cess of strangulation cnlminated in the Olass Areas
Bill, sabsequently termed the Asiatic Bill, the
underlying principles of which were mainly :

1. Residentinl and commercial segregation of
the Indians. .

9, Complete stoppage of further Indians from
entering into the Union.

3. Farther restricting of the right of those already
in the Union as to their future movements in and
ont of the Union.

The effect of this piece of legislation would have
been complete ruination of our commercial activities
in this country, and both rich and poor, merchant
and farmer;home born and colonial born would have
had to olear out of the country and seek for pas-
tures new.

Segregation, the Hydia-headed serpent of the
whole Asiatic Bill, has been killed by the Settlement
and the restrictions placed apon immigration both
within and withont the Union have been greatly
modified. Minor children who were completely
stopped from entry into the Union after the 1st
August, 1930 were allowed to come at all times pro-
vided they were accompanied by their mothers.

Dual domiciliary rights enjoyed by a good number
of Indians and the inheren} rights of South African
born Indians contemplated by the Bill to be reatriot-
ed, have been left intact.

The question of repatriation was gone into by the
representatives of the two Governments, becaunse it
was the ornx of the whole situation, and as the
gystem then existing was not satisfactory it was a
condition precedent to the holding of the Round
Table Conference that this matter should be tho-
roughly investigated and a way found to place it on
a workable basis, The scheme of Voluntary repatri-
ation was agreed to by the Indian commanity in the
1914 Settlement and an impetus was given to it by the
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Lange Commission in 1919. How then could we blame
the Governwment of India or anyone else for the
enlargement of this scheme which has brought about
certain advantages over the old system ? In the
first place the stigma of the signing away of oqe’s
right of domicile for a mere monetary consideration
bas been removed and the name of the scheme has
been changed to that of “ Assisted emigration.”
The right to return to this Country after a period of
one year and within three years of departure has
been secured snd the right of parents in binding
their minor children to this scheme has been limited
8o that a child above the age of 16 yeara is free to do
as it pleases, whereas formerly majority was fixed
at 21 years.

The pelicy of the government complotely changed
in a8 much as Indians who were formerly declared
as “aliens” were considered as part of the perma-
nent population of the Upion and the duty of the
Government to see that this community dees not
lag behind any other community was clearly express-
od. Eduecation and sanitary conditions were to be
inguired into and better facilities afforded in these
connections. The question of trading licences was
also to be gone into and when the time for revision
of the laws for trading arrives all due consideration
is to be given to amendments in certain directions
fivourable to the community.

What better compromise could our critics suggest in
the testh of the acute Anti-Asiatic agitation through-
out the country and the Asiatic Bill hasging above
our heads like the “Sword of Damncles,”

Gandhi Library and Rustomjee
Hall

Sixth Anniversary

The following is the official report of the sixth
anniversary and general mesting of the above
institntion,

The sixth anniversary and genersl meeting of the
above instituiion was held on the 9th September in
the Parsee Rustomjee Hall, Queen Street,- when
therse was a good attendance. Amongst those pre-
sent were included the Rt. Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa
Sastri, P.C., Mr. P. K. Rao, Mr. Wm. Doull, the
Secretary of the Bai Jerbai Rostomjee Trust. Mr.
A. H. West occupied the chalr and welcomed those
present on behalf of the committee. A silent tribute
was passed to the memory of the late Mr. Parses
Rustomjee, the donor of the Library, by all rising.

The minutes of the previous annnal meeting were
read and confirmed on the proposition of Mr. P. R.
Pather which was seconded by Mr. B. A. Maghrajh.

The Secretary's report for the vear ended 31st
Auguost 1927 was read by Mr. B. M. Patel who had
ably carried ont his duties to the complete satis-
faction of the Committee,

The attendance of the public daring the year wag
46,894, an increase of 6,575 on that of the previous
year and more than twice that of the first year of the
L:brayy’a existence. The Library which is free to all
containa 3,830 volumes comprising a wide range of
llt_eragnre in English, Gujarati, Tamil, Urdn and
Hindi. Frequent additions are made to the Library.
On the tables are to be found 151 periodicals and
newspapers, A special table is reserved for juveniles
with euitable books and papers provided. The
necessary funds for the upkeep of the Library
were placed at the disposal of the Committes by the
Bai Jerbai Rustomjee Trast.

The death of the late Hon. Treasurer (Mr. S.
Emmamally) who died during the year was recorded
" Pronoeed b

posed by Mr. Lawrence, and secondad b¥ M.
Rdg};;(ﬁde:n“ {:ﬂ% i,Se:c}-e'un-y’ls réport was a_dydpted:
& Db Wweke mede ti i

B, Boutely My, Tina arid Ms, Doatly the R, Hon: Vi

Speeches were delivered by Mr. Doull, Pandit
Bhawani Dayal Sanyasi and Mr. P. K. Desai, dealing
with the affairs of the Library and Hall, and the
mesting was brought to a close with the concluding
remarks of the chairman, C
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The Message of Christ”

[ With pleasure we publish the following letter
from the Rev. W. H. Satchell in reply to our leading
note on “Christisnity and Convergion” in the issue
of Sept. 16. .We thank Mr, Satchell for the expla-
pation.—ED. I.0. ] "

Sir,—I write with reference to a leading article in
your paper of Sept. 16th. You have kindly reprinted
the summary of my speech at the Natal Diocesan
Synod from one of the daily papers and based your
leading article on that snmmary. The press slightly
misrepresented what I said. - As far as I am aware
I did not say “Hindus had very little interest in
their own religion.” What I did say was that the
average Hindn in this land is very ignorant of hia
religion and that religious customs and practices that
formed s0 essemtial a part of the lives of their fore-
fathers have lost their hold on the 8. A. Hindus of
today. I mean especially caste, veneration of the
Brahmin, veneration of the cow and Temple worship.
I think, Sir, you will hardly dispute this, e

1 have alwaya believed tlat whatever tho West
may or may not have contributed to humanity
India’s contribution is of a spiritnal natuee. In-
dia’s real greatness lies in her belief in the saperi-
ority of the spiritnal over the material, Yet
8. A. Indians cannot live on India’s religions capital
and there is a very real danger that neglect of reli-
gious practice will be followed by death of spiritnal
instinct. :

Vedic Philosophy may keep this instinct alive
in the minds and hearts of a select few bat for the
great mass of the people there must be a more “po-
pular religion.” - :

There are many Hindus who regard enstoms that
appealed to their forefathers as of little value who
yot have not the leisure, or it may be the intellect to
study and appreciate the Vedas. We as Christians
feel they need Christ, whom we regard as the per--
fect manifestation of God. . i

Seeing the Indian people, as we do, great people
in our midst, with a great spiritual capacity we yearn
to present Christ.

‘We do not presume to foist or impose our religion
on others we only ask for. the privilege of telling
what we believe about Jesus.—I am, Sir, ete.

W. H, SATCHRLL.
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