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/. BOMBAY'S FAREWELL’ J B

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SRINIVASA SASTRI

1.« JT'yNDER the auspices of the Indian Citizenship the Indians there to bring about complete amity ,
o U Association and several other public and T)Oﬁl"“n for the common good of that country. [/
_ y A8 - N Concluding the speaker - said, “Let us trust tha
~ Qodies o monster public moeing Was . Ny Sastri with his groat culture, with his wisdom]| -
held at the Sir Cowasjee Jehangir Hall, Bombay, .. and with his know] edm will ' ile all diferoncasty’
to congratulate the Right Hon, V.8 §. Sastri on g Bt 0 that through his effart they willll /
his appointment as Agent of the Government of .l ATRTRS “HQ Bl AENET e T LY
India in South Africa and to express the confidence I‘a’;:., peace an ﬂb W fulgl th tacis ;
felt by all political parties and communities in d'i' . [May our ib assador fu @ task w1
India in his ability sud willingness to shoulder the 1gnity, courage and honour. . :
onercus burden which dt}volved on him bfy virtue ' Sir Purshottamdas
of his new appointment It was a unique funetion . C ed .
in the annalg l;}' the city, both in point of attendance . _ Sir Prshottamdas Thakurdas sald,It]:g;_t the .
as well as warm ehthusissm that provailed among Right Hon. Srinivasa Sastri went from India not
the audience. :  _only as the Agent G:neral to the Government of '
o ) ' India' in ‘- South Africa but also as an aceredited
i Mrs. Sarojini Naidu’s Speech representative of buth the princes and the people ’
Mrs Naidu who was voted to the chair eulogised of India. .{Cheers). He dig not think there was
Mr:'Sastri’s services t) India and said that nomore any other appointment made by the Government
rloquent testimony of this fact could be sought of India which had met with such unanimous
than the complete unanimity with which his approval as the post which had just heen conferred
appointment had bpen hailed from the Himalavas upon the Right Hon. Srinivasa Sastri. Ifhe (the - -
<} w -Cape Comnrin.v Mr. Sastri was going to South  speaker) might give ~ut a accret, he nndersiood that -
Africa not only as the Government’s representative it tosk the Government of India several efforts to
{‘ but as the ambassador of the princes and penple persuade.Mr. 3astri to accept the appointment. “All
of India They were sending out an ambassador the greater hon .ar to Me. Sastri, and all the greater
) who embodied these traditions, those ideals and  honour t» the people of [ndia whose ropresentative
those achievements of the Indian race which made he is going to be in South Africa The task be- -
India today a living nation among the living fore Mr. Sastr! is not easy No better person can
nations’ of the world. All India honoured Mr. go from Indiato South \frica than the accredited
Sastri” who was going out on a responsible mission Agent to the Government of [ndin to bring abont -
S on behalf of the coun'ry to vindieate the honpur harmony among the warring c)mmunities. The
N and rights of her nationals in South Afri In uphill work in Sonth Africa, the speaker said, bigins
| these days when India was torn by communal and from the moment the Right Hon Srinivasa Sastri
other dessensions, when the fissiparous tendency leaves Iodia and it is our function, this afternoon, -
in India raised controversies among trivial subjects  to wish : him. God-speed and assure him that the
there was oue outstanding question on which all - - whole nation will be behind him and we will all -
parties, communities and classes were united, watch his task. ' .
/nargely, the Indian question in Soutk Africa, .- S .
as well as on the appointment of Mr. Sastri ' ir Phiroze Sethna -
as its first ambassador to discharge the onerous ' . The Hou. Sir Phiroze Sethna said : Qo
' task of vindicating phe honour and self-respect of  The occasion which has brought us together to-
the Indian people. ¥The paradox of destiny has day is certainly a unique one in the sense that this
hrous:ht the Schnol Master from the school room 10 . jg the first time that the Goveranment of ludia is
a new Sphere to he'ly his people, to envolve a new sendiag out an Agent, and he an Indian, 10 another
\1deal “f. 9“:11133“011- ) . .. _. csmponent partof the Empire to give effect t» the -
Coatinuing. the speaker said she wished to dispel  decisions tEat were arrived at early in the year at
from their minds the common notions abrut the the Reund Table Conference hel«i‘7 at Cape Town
* South African people, by saying that they area between the Delegates of the Union Government
very simple, people, hospitable people, and people , of .Sonth Africa and of the Government of India.
who were respinsive to kindness. The negotiations ... Defore we left Sonth Afries, friends there, both
which their ambassador was going to carry on with ' Indians and Europeans and : particularly Mr.
them were of the most delicate kind-and, therefore, Andrews did desire that Mr. Sastri might come
they were sending out India’s best man t» perform * out as the first Agens. None of us treated this
that task. On the other hand, she would like the *propoenl seriously: and least of all Mr, Sastri him~
people of South Africa to realisa that the prospority self.” To us it seemed 8 forlorn hope Immedi-
of South Africa was bailtp by the Indian settlers ately after we landed in Bombay, Mr. Gandhi
there who were commonly called “coclies” and, wh.iivst giving his blessings to the work dons strong-
thererfore, they owed it to themselves and to ly arged in his paper Young India that Mr, Sastri *
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should be sent out as the first Agent. The idea
caught on with the general public and from all
sides pressure was brought to bear upon Mr. Sastri
to accept the office. "In a spirit of true self-sacri-
fico~for ‘it certainly meant a heavy sacrifice on
Mr. Sastri's. part—he has answered his country’s

call ‘i the manner he has done, and we have again_.

reason to be grateful to Lord Irwin for yielding to
the popular verdict and appointing Mr, Sastri the
firat Agent.  -- S e

. And" why does the Indian public attach so much
importance _to the appointment of Mr. Sastri?._It
does so0 becaunse it judges him from his past record

and feels confidernt he is bound tndo remarkably - *
“community of Bombay joined in the chorus of God-

well. Thmk of his services ‘ass a member of the
Madras Legislative Council, as a member of the

Btc')e-Reform Imperial Council, a8 a inember of the

ancil of States, as editor of that sober and
thoughtful organ the “Servant of India," asa
member of the Southborough Crmmittee, as the
leader of the Liberal Reform Deputation that went
1o England in 1919 in connection with the Govern-~ |
ment . of India Bill, asthe head of India's delega-
tion to the Dominions in 1921 as India’s representa-
tive to the Tmperial Conference, to the League of .
Nations, to the Dismamament Conference in Wash-
ington also in 1921,.as & member of the Delega-
tion to South Africa and last but not least as Pre-
sident of the servant of India Society, with such
a brilliant and enviable record beiiind him and
record of gcod work well done we cannot but feel
there are yet greater triumphs in store for him in -
the work on which he sets out with the best wishes
of all India. ' - B

One of 'the Greatest Indians -

South Africa will recognise that we are sending
 to "them ome of the greatest Indians of our day.
Mr. Sastri’s appointment reminds one of the
appointment of .Lord Bryce as Ambassador to
Washington. The lest history of the American
constitution has been written not by an Am rican
but by an Englishman no other than Lord Bryce
himself. ; Incidentally, Imay remark that the best
history of the English Navy has not been written
by an -Englishman but by an American Admiral.
Mr. Sastri. has so far not written any history of
South Africa, but he may yet do so. - Lord Bryce’s
appointment was the outcome of the belief enter-
tained by the British Cabinet and fully justified by
results that he was the one man in all England
who could win the confidence cf the American
people and bring about good understanding and
friendly relations between Great Britain and the
United States. In the same way, not only we here
but the authorities in South Africa all feel sure
that Mr. Sastri is best qualified to inspire the
European residents in South Adirica—Boer and
“British, with respect for the culture and the civili-
sation of this country, to promote in them a desire
to do justice to our countrymen in South Africa so
that by degrees they may be raised to a footin of
equality and thereby the bonds of good under-
standing and friendship which are now being
forged between South Africa and India may be
better comented. :

Mr. Sastri will however, look forward to receiv-
ing the greatest help  from Indians themselves,
rich or poor alike, whether South African born or
who have gone over from this country, whether
residents of Cape Province or of the Transvaal or
of Natal, whether engaged in commercial pursuits
or in other activities; They must forget their
petty differences, if any, and trust to Mr. Sastri's
‘superior judgment in all matters. And let me also

hope continued the speaker, that our weulthy
Indian friends in South Africa of whom therw are:
many each possecsed of a few lacs of rupees and a *
d few who -each of whom own fortures which
run into six figures of sterling money will never
fail Mr. Sastri ghould he have to approach them for

“help to their poorer compatriots in regard to edu-

cational and other matters 8o necessary to raise the
status of Indian in South Africa generally. “We

- -wigh My Sastri bon voyage and every success in

his great mission ¥
---—= -Sir Lestie Hudson ~ "~ =~~~
Sir Leslie Hudeon on behalf of the the European

speed showered on Mr. Sastri and said the Govern-

‘ment ofi India had chosen'an ideal ambagsador

in the person of Mr, Sastri who had already won
the confidence of the Governmont of the Urion
of South Africa. He said that ke was enrrectly

, voicing the sentiments of the Europeans of Bombay

when' he said that men of the type of Mr. Sastri
would andoubtedly, in their effurts towards the
uplift and bettermuent of their people, command
the utmost support of the majority of the Euro- .

Mt. M. R. Jayakar

Mr. M. R. Jayakur ssid, Mr Sastri was going to
South Africa to assert the self-respect and honour

~of his comntrymen.” But the agreement which he

had to put to effec: had many bitter and difficult
spots. He would, therefore, want all the goodwill
and sympathy and moral backing that his country-
men could give him. When he heard of his appoint-
ment his sympathy went out to him that he should . @
have undertaken a duty which a mach stron%ar '
and younger man would have quailed under. He ,
ho that Mr. Sastri would keep up his health ,
and that his countrymen would accord him their
best goodwill and sympathy.

Mr. Mahomed Yakub

Mr. Mahomed Yakub, Deputy president of the
Legislative Assembly said, no action of the Govern-
ment of India had ever been received with such
approval and acclamatirn as the appointment of
Mr, Sastri to represent India’s cause. Indeed no
better selection could have been made, They
knew it all very well that Mr. Sastri's job was very
thorny and difficult, they were confident that the
rights and claims of Indians in South Africa
would find a very beautiful and sincere advocate
in the Right Hon. Sastri, '

Mr. Gladstone Solomoﬁ

Mr. (Hladstone Solomon, a South African born,
extended on behalf of his countrymen there, the
right bund of fellowship to Mr. Sastri. He sad .
he approached his friends in South Africa and the
messages he received from them showed the bigh.,
esteem in which they held Mr. Sastri’s appoint-
ment would prove to be ond of the atrongest links ...
in the chain of concord that was being forged
betwec: the East and West. . .

He finally hoped that Mr. Sastri would enjoy a
full share of hoapitality from the South African

ple as the speaker was privileged to recuive
E::Om the people of India.,

_ Mr. Ismail Moosa
Mr. Ismail Moosa, a- well-known South African

-

- Indian also associated himself in wishing the Rt

Hon. Srinivase Sastri ‘bon voyage.’ He asau::ed
Mr. Sastri that the Indians in South Africa

would make his task ss easy ag possible.
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Mr. Sastri’s Reply’\/
Drrricuinies or Socte Areicas Ixpiax ProsLeEw

The Et. Hon. V., Srinivasa Sastri, P.C., on rising to
speak received a big ovation. He gaid that he was
proud to receive such an unprecedented welcome on
the eve of his departure. While he was proud at
game time, he was ntterly confoonded and nearly
deprived of speech. He found it impoesible to tell-
them how mnch he thanked them for the most
extrordinary and unparalleled demonstration that
ke had ever peen. It was not merely that they
strengthened him in his work ; it was not merely
that they told him of the interest which the country
evinced in him and the good wishes and the high
hope of the people of his Iand : it was, in addition
ke thought, an indication on their part of the task
that they had expected him to perform. ' It was
when he contemplated that aspect of the matter that
he nearly qnailed. Among the numerous difficulties
with which he wonld have to contend there wae one
which had bpot yet received specific mention, but
which seemed to him must be borne in mind when
they judged of the achievement that might fall to
his Iot. He kad hoped indeed that when the time
came at the end of 12 months for them to judge of
his work, they would extend to him something of
the generosily which somewhat prematurely they
had showered on him ; for he believed that that one
difficulty was going to dog his footstepe for a long

time.
The Province of Natal -

They were aware that the greatest part of Indians
in Boutn Africa lived in the Province of Natal, That
Province, even more than the Provinces of India,
enjoyed autonomy under the Government of the
Union, and under tbat antonomy which embraced
subjects of education, trading, sanitation and other
elements of social welfare with regard to which our
peoples’ gituation was most to be deplored. Our
peoples’ destiny lay ~mostly in the hands of the
-Natal Government and the Natal Legislature. Un-
fortunately, the sgreement reached between the
representatives of the Government of India and the
representatives of the Union which bhad been
received in India with such approbation met with a
ead fate in the Natal Legisiature which repudiated
it b¥ 3 large majority. ____ .
—The inoet valuable part of the agreement dealt with;
the improvementa tbat the Union Government de-
sired to effect in regard to housing accommodation of
our people, to the educational facilities they enjoyed
and to the trading facilities which at present they en-
joyed in 2 very limited mezsure. Extensions of those
advaniages which were so indispensable to the very
elements of social welfare had been placed in jeo-
pardy by the rooted hostility-of the people of Natal.
To overcome that hostility, to conciliate those people
8o that they smiled instead of frowmed #r the pro-
posals made for the uplift of the Indians, to change™
their heart from what was now unmitigated ill-will
to. goodwill and fellow feeling, binding people to-.
gether in one common citizenship—such was the
tagk that lay before the person whom they had in ,’
the exuberance of language, which some of them »
seemed to have got from the poet President of ihe
evening (langhter) described as their ambassador: To -

part of South Africa which was peopled by our
countrymen was only an Indiz writ small.~ In India
they were encompassed politically and socially by,
difficalties unparalleled in the historyof the world,,
But what did they see in the country ? He wonld
not say a word in condempation of the sincere
patriots at whose feet he had learned and ander
whom he had worked, but which among them wonld
not shed bitter tears at the disunion and disagree-
ments that at present kept people from people, Pro-
vince from Province. community from commaunity,
political schiool of little moment from political sehool
of little moment: which among them would not
feel angnish and agony at the sitnation ? —
South African Indian Congress.
Proceeding ~Mr. Sastri gaid that in Soath Africa’
some of their own coantrymen—their own fiesh and
blood—were in nohappy conditions. Far be it from
them to blame their countrymen. ' They did the
best as they (in India) did the best before thern. The *
Indian National Congress was a body affiliated to a
body called the Souath African Indizn Congress.
He pointed oat, in that respect. one anomaly. The
Government of India might discountenance the pro-'
ceedings of the Indian National Congress, but they -
viewed with the completest' approbation—in fact’
they were willing to be ganided—by the proceedings
of the Sonth African Indian National Congress.
{Cheers). . v

" ~The Habibullah Deplitan"ot'f‘ Bl

Referring to the Habibuilah Deputation, Mr, Sastri
said : “Let me tell you, ladies and gentlemen, that’
we, here, regard that the South African Congress is
the authentic voice of our people. (hear, hear.)
Doering the whole of our proceedings, we were.in con-
stant touch with the representatives of that Congress,-
And T can tell you this that our contribution to the
work was greatly facilitated and made possible by
the knowledge’and self-sacrifice of the leaders of .
the Congress. The maintenance then- of-that Con- -
gress in its position and prestige and in its policy
to command not merely the sympathy but active.
co-operation of the Government and people, should -
be the foremost dety of every oune of our country-:
men there,” (Cheers) L

An unforionate fact, Mr. Sastri- said. had been
recently reported that snme of our conntrymen in
South Africa had seceded from the South African
Congress and proceeded to establish a separate body
on a different footing. He was glad that his friend
Charlie (Mr. C. F. Andrews) was:devoting his time
and atiention to bringing about wunity and harmony
among the Indians in South Africa. And by the -
time he (the speaker) reached South Africa, his
friend Charlie would, he hoped, be able. to tell the.
speaker. that the Sonth African Congress was once
again undivided.. (Cheers.) But if the part of that
task remained for him to setttle he could assure
them that he wonld do his best to devote a good
fraction of his work patching up these disastrous
differences. (Cheers.). - e .

* Ladies and Gentlemen, have I no reason,” My,
Sastri forther said, “to thank Providence that E
have had several advantages. 1 just mentionad twi
things that npheld me and my spirit. The Union
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that ambassador he wished every success and good- Government, compased a8 it is largely of Bger, .
fortune, - .1 Ministers, have resolved to stand by the agreemfnt
_ Present-day Conflicts in letter as well a8 in spirit. In fact, they have.
“u " e ar e . already ciabfed to me their anxious desire to co- .
. But pray,” added Mr. Sastri with animation, operate with me in seeing;that'thjs :

k3

“how difficalt that task is going to be. In that task,
nothing but the moet complete and individual union
of our people, nothing but their combined effort to
'W’i!!. the hearts of hostile population, uothing but
their settled determination that they will stick to- :
gether forgetting all differences, nothing less than
that standing behind me and backin ill be of
any avail” And yet, the speaker camplained, that

X fl?"s agreement is;
honourably fulfiled.” (Cheers) =~ & S

Mr. Gandhi’s Advice

Concluding Mr. Sastri said that he had, been
armed with allithe knowledge and the adyice that.
could bé' dbfained from Mr. Gandhi. with whom,
he had Ifeen in. the closest touch ever simece the.
_ isgne- was bronght before the Round Table Con-
T . ‘
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ference. He was proud to say that never since that
time that intirmate toneh between himself and Mr.
Gi_\pdhi had been weakened, At every stage, Mr.
Gandhi had been good enough not only to lay at
his {I;Bpgaal the intimate and uprivailed know-
ledgé which he possessed, but he had inspite of his
numerons pre-occupations and rather failing health
serit to South Africa counsel of the most valnable
kind wl_liph the Indiane there should remember
when t};xay greeted the speaker and pat him for
ward 48 their spokesman, if not exactly as their
champion* Hd Iknew his countrymen in South
- Afried will bow know in what apirit to receive him
how much and how little they should expect from
him, how they should co-operate with him, how they
should_ drop the differences they had allowed to
grow in - their midst, how they should drop the
rights and -ceremonials of a superstitions nature
which  had alienated them from the people of
South Africa among whom they had to live as re-
pectable and good citizens. While he was not un-
aware, of the difficnlties of his enterprise, he knew
also how much hope there was in the borizon.
It would be his good fortune to be abl¢f'to realise his
_hope for the betterment of the people bf South Afri-
ca and the people here. (Applause. ,

Some Farewell Messages

Following are some of the messages sent to the
above meeting:—

o . Governor of Bombay

“I ghall be glad if you will expresa to the public
‘meeting to ba held on Jane 7th on behalf of my-
self and the Government of Bombay the satisfaction
whiich I feel that India’s first Agent-General in
Sodth: Afriea will be one 80 well tried and skilled

as the Right Hon: V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri an assurance *

of all my support whenever necessary and my con-

fidence that his efforts will redound to the advance-

ment of Indis and the Empire as a whole. FPlease

offer him my sincerest good wishes in his important

work”: - . : .
Governor of Madras

“‘On the eve of your departure for South Africa
I send you my most cordial good wishes, All India
will wish you God-speed in the responsible work
which you have undertaken.”

The Maharaja of Alwar

¥ Please conveéy my message to the Right Hon
Srinivass Sastri: ‘My interest in our country-
men in South Afriea is alive since my participa-
tion in' the Imperial Conference of 1923. Since
the Imperial Conference in 1926 circumstznces
have rupidly changed in our favour; thanks to
the indefatigable energies of our conntry’s stalwarts
and the goodwill of South Africa, In such a Self-
. governing Dominion our cause will be won by good-
will and growth of mutual esteem and confidence.
I ¥mow of no fellow conntryman, if I can speak
in sincerity not in exaggeration, who seems befter
gnited to the tesk than the one “who embarks on this
great mission. To him the whole country wishes
Godspeed in which sentiments I and my State
.whole-heartedly join. The banner of our country’s
fair name and fame is placed in the hands of
Sastriji. Providence will guidé him to unfurl it for
the glory of India and South Africa. -
Taoe Maharaja of Bikaner

“Mr., Sastri carries away with him the best
wishes of every patriotic son of the Motherland
for the sviccess of his mission and I whole-hearted-
ly join in their fervant. prayer that he will be
completely saccessful in secaring the qut claims of
- our fellow-countrymen in South Africa thereby

placing on a permanently satisfuctory basie the
imvroved relation between India and the Domi-
nion of South Africa and farthet cement fhe ties
which bind us to the greatest British Empire,”

Sir Mahomed Habibullah

“On the eve of yonr departure I wish you “bon
voyage' and even success in your mission. Yon
enjoy in rich measure confidence of Government and
people of India. Your appointment has also been
received with gratification by Government and
people of South Africa. *Fortified with this know-
ledge you can devote your great gualities to promote
and place on permanent fouundation friendahip .
between India and Soath Africa. India will watch.
your endeavowr with unfailing interest and con-
fidence of success.

Sir George Paddison - - .

“I wish I conld be present at your farewell party’
to my friend Mr. Srinivasa Sastri. He has a difficalt
task ahead but the chorus of approval of his appoint-
ment both in Indis and South Africa shows how
well he ia fitted to cement the friendship between thé
two countries.” ‘

Mahatma Gandhi

“l wish your meeting eovery success. The
Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri embarks upou his
ardaous mission nnder the best of auspices. He takes -
with him goodwill of all India, and both the Earop-
eans and our countryimen in South Africa are looking
forward: to his advent. I know that if any man ocan
possibly prodace harmony betwseen the Europeans
and the Indian settiers, it is certainly Mr Srinivasa .
Sastri, May God give him all the wisdom and all
the strepgth he will need in South Africa.” :

Hon. Dr. Subbarayan

A1l Madras is prond that it has fallen to the lof
of & Madrassi to be the firat Agent in South Afries, .
Most of the South Africa born Indiang happen to he-
Madrassis and it must be a great joy to them to have
as the Indian Agent a man of their own provinds
who could, in many ways, enter into their lifa. A
bright era of union between India ahd South Afried:
is opening with the appointment of Mr, Sastri and
I am sure the great confidence that has been placed in
Mr. Sastri by the Government and the peoples of India
with the result in the cementing of the friendship
between these two great countries by Mr. Sastrid
labonrs in South Africa.” .

Sir Téj Bahadur Sapri’

“Phe Indian problem in South Africa is am ex-
tremely difficalt and delicate one and I do not think -
that as an Ambassador India could have hada better.
representative than Mr. Sastri. I wish Mr. Sastri
every success in the task that lies before him and.
express the hope that his mission to South Africa.
may have the way for an unqualified recognition.
in the not distant fature of the equal status of our;
countrymen in South Africa.” oL

Dr. S. K. Datta

“Please convey to our friend Mr, Sastri my very. |
warmest wishes for his success in Sounth Africa.
May his mission be the meaus of nuiting for mutual
gervice the peoples of South Africa and Indis in
brotherly partnership. He has behind him the,
prayers and support of many Christians in India

and elsewhere.”
‘ Mr. M. A, Jinoah

“India could not havé sent a better representative
at this juneture than the Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri
and I am confident that India's interests are sife
in his hands, 1 wish him God-speed and eyery success
in his. great mission.” St e "

' Siri Mubamad.-Shaft. -

“Mr. Sastri's great and wide experienceof publia

LY
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affairs, anique accomplishments, remarkable tact and
impressive pergonality will, ¥ am sure, enable him
to discharge his resposible daties to the mutual
advantage of India and Sounth Africa. Possessing
ag he does the complete confidence of all his
countrymen, he leaves India’s shores with their best
wishes for success in the patriotic task which he
has undertaken.”

Notes and News

N the course of an interview with a representative of
the Nafal Wiiness Mr. W.J O'Brien, M. L. A.,
complained that Natal was not properly represented

at the recens Roned Table Conference. Inso far as the
scheme of assisted emigration was concerced he did have
mach to eay but in regant to the object of the agreement
of nplifting the Indian Communnity he described _thatas
8 decided leap in the dark. He expressed surprise that
no provision had been mwade to break down the bar-
riers existing between the Provinces. There was o
doubi shat thig should have beenr done at Union. If
this bad been dene, said Mr. O'Brien, Natal at the
preccot time wonld not be in the position it is at
present. Questioned about his opinion of the sp-
pointment of Mr, Sastri as representative of the Indian
Government ip Sonth Africa, Mr, O'Britn said that
he congidered Mr, Sastii an extraordinarily able man.

It appears from tbe report of the Select Committee
on Pablic Accounta that .£5 is paid for informeation
of any Asiztic who bad been smugeled into the Union.
Aeked by the Chairman of the Select Committee { Mr.
Tom Naode) whether the fact was published My,
Schmidt, Secretary for the Interior, replied that
he did mot think it was poblished broadeast,
and be was nob prepared to answer the question
88 to whether it was net advisable to do 80 * because
it was rather a delecate questioh to handle.”

The second annual eonference of the Natal Todian
Teachetu’ Association, was opened by his Worship the
Mgyor of Durban (Mr. H. L. Buzzard, J P.) at the
M. K. Gendhi Library, Duorban on Tharsday the
7th ihstant,’

The MNatal Jodien Congress Committee is busy
waking preparations to aocord & hearty welcome to
the 8t Hon. W. S. Srinivasa Sastri who is doe to
arrive in Darban on the 14th instant.

g

The following message was sent to the Rt. Hon. Sri-
vivasa Sastri, by Mr. Cassim Meer as Chairman of the
Northern Natal [ndian tThamber of Commers snd &g
Choirman of the Natal Indian Congress ( Dundes and Dis.
trict Branch :—

* We extend you a moet cordial welcome to our shores,
May yon be saccessful in the arduons work connected
with your exalted position a8 Agent General and may
your presence be the meauns af uplifting the Indian Cop.
manity. We place implicit confidence in your ‘hopoup
&and hope that our interests will be fally guarded

We have received from the Secretary, .S. A. L. C..
copies of farther correspondence between the Congress and
the Minister of the Interior dealiog with the Immigration
and No:]"them Districts Bills which we hope to publish
next week,

The Union Parlisment has beea prorogued until
Angast 31.

The Servints of Indis Society has nuanimonsly
eleoted Mr, Gopal Krishna Devadhar M.A., C.LE, a8
President in succession to the Right. Hon. Srinivasa
Bastri who has come to Sonth A frics as the Agent of

the Government of India, and Pandit Hirday Nath
Kunzra M.L.A. i elected as Vice President.

The Hon. Sir Mabammed Habibullah, member of
the Governor-General’s Execative Council, has heen
awarded the K.C-S.I. in recognition of his servicea as
the leader of the Government of India delegation
that recently visited this conntry and Me. G. I. Cor-
bett, Secretary to the Government of India, Com-
merce Division deputy leader of the above delega-
tion has been made the recipient of the x.B.E. {Qivil
Division). ) .

A few days ago the Maritzburg Magistrate (Mr, W.'
P. Maxted) gave some good advice t» Europeans as -
to how they shounld honse their Native servants.
He has now given some good advice as to how they
should treat them. ' " t

" Europeans have no right to shelter behind their
colour when abuging Natives,” was the declaration X
of Mr. W. P. Maxted at the Police Clourt when giving
jodgment in a case in which a Native was charged
with assaulting his European employer. Evidence
showed that E. P. Walker a cleaner on the Railway
asked the Native what his nationality was, and on -
being told that it had nothing to do with him, had
abused the Native. It is nnderstood that the Native
thereapon mounted the engine on which Walker was
working and strack him in the face. Mr. Maxted
warned the Native that it was a very serious thing
1o strike a white man, and that he would be lisble to
very heavy panishment if he did it again. ' At the®
same time he was of the opinion that the Native had -
raceived sufficient provocation, and he commmented
strongly on the necessity of white people setting a
good example in the matter of language and behavior. .
The Native was foand not gnilty and was discharged. .

. APPEAL  TO'SOUTH AFRICA]
' INDIANS o
HE following appeal has been addressed
- tothe Indians in South Africa by
Mahatma Gandhi through his'
Young india :— SR
The Re Hon. Srinivasa Sastri has yielded -
to the pressure of friends in accepting the

office of the first Ambassador for India in'-
South Africa, at the sacrifice of his chere

ished wishes, solely with the object of serw-
ing you. It rests with you to make che
best use of his service and his - preseace.
amongst you,
you fulfil the following conditions = -
L. You will not expect too much., ' |
2. You will not uy to seek relief ¢n
purely individual cases through him.:
3 You will not swerve from ftruth in
your dealings ‘with him. To :be
false to him would be to be false to
yourselves. :
You will remain completely 'united.
You will put yourown house in
order and purify yourselves.
You will not assume that all your griev-.
ances will disappear with the coming of the.
Rt. Hon. Sastri as first Agenr. He will.

4.
5-

have done enough if he succeeds in ,Seeing

that no new restrictive legislation is passed

You -cannot do se ualess

1

o)
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agait-lst. you, that the operation of the old
restrictive enactments is not made unneces-
sarily haish and that the spirit of the new
Agreementis carried out by the Union Gov-
ernment.

, The Rt, Hon. Sastri is going there as the
representative, not of individuals, but of
. India as a whole. He is going there to
uphold the prestige of India. Therefore
you will not run to him for relief in every
individual case. 1If you do, you will make
the mistake of expending a pound for the
matter of a penny. :

Our strength depends solely on truth.
No matter how you behave in y~ur business
dealings, you will never in the interests of
the community think of swerving from the
path of truth in your dealings with the Rt
Hon, Sastri. In attempting to deceive him
you will be working your own ruin.

. We here constently receive reporis of
dissensions amongst you. If you go on
creating different and conflicting interests,
e. g. the rights of the rich as distinguished
from those 'of the poor, the rights of the
North Indians as distinguished from those
the South Indians, of the Colonial-borns as
distinguished from those of the merchants,
of the latter from those of the indentuied,
of the ‘Transvaal Indians as distinguished
from those of the Cape Indians and Natal
Indians, you will lose the little that you
have gained. If you want to better the
pusition of the whol. community, you will
always stand united..

We are ultimately to win by our own en-
deavour which does not mean sharp practice,
but self-purification, whicn again means re-
form from within and purging ourselves of evil
customs .and superstitions, educating our
children, and contributing money for educa-
tion as well as other measures of social re-
form. In this work of self-purification, the
Rt. Hon. Sastr’s profound experience as an
educationist and reformer should be very
helpful. :

You will ;never get such another oppor-,
tunity in the near future of ameliorating
your condition. In my opinion it was impos-
sible to find a worthier, abler and more
impartial representative than the Rt. Hon
Sastri. Let us belive that the Hand of
God has brought about this happy consum-
mation. It rests with you entirely to beae-
fit or not by the chance which God has in
his -mercy given you. May He show you
the right patn.’ '

| .
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Colour Bar Act Denounced
Rev. George Avre Speaks Out

A remnrkable speech was delivered hy the R:v,
Geoorgn Avre at the Primitive Methodist Conference
recently held in Leicester in moving a resolation
deprecating the Sonth African Colonr Bar Act.

“There has heen placed on the South African
Statute book.” he said, “an ordinance which is a dis-
grace to any British Siatute-book. Wae strongly hold
that in all our Colonies and mandated territories the
Native shonld have full facilities for cducation and
full liberty of oportunity to nse and develop any gift
of hand or brain which he tnay possess.

“Legislation directed to keep colonred people in
perpetual aubjection we consider utterly unchristian
and ono of the greatest menac-s threatening the
peace of the world.” :

Mr. Avre contended that the South African Act
bad ita roots in racial prejudico and fearof the nltimate
domination of the Nalive races. “Only thuse who
have lived in the Colonies,” he added, “know how
snbtle tho evil is. Those of us who have lived nesr
the Native people know that the only eagentinl di-
fference between a white man and* Native in thae
the white man has had a chance and tne hlack man
has not. .

Now that we have taken the meneage of Christianity
to those peop'e, sach legislation is nnjnst, What
right have we to say that any man, because of the
colour of his skin, shall not use the gifts which God
has given him ? Lt is theold attitude we once bad
in this country, when aristocrats opposed the edu-
cation of the cbildren of the poor. We said then the
child of the poor man should hava an opportanity of
being something better, and that is the reply we:
mske now regarding Natives.

Every Native has the right to education, Obriatiani-
ty wnd liberty of opportunity. Thuy ure now beivg
educatod : many have matriculated, and some Aren.
achoolmasters, doctors or lawyers, » - .

“Right throngh those races there is rising to-day
gonse of their own rights and their own importance.
If you treat these people little better than brute
glaves, the time will come when you will vesliso
that you have heen gitting on the sifety wvalve.
There will be a terrific revnlsion of feeling. The ,
real remedy is that these people should have inll
froedom of education, and shonld use all their powers
to develop their natare to its full exient, side by gide
with the whites, We beliove then that the Natives
will shortly be able to give their own contribuiion to
the npbuilding of the kingdom of God.”

Johannesburg Indians Honour
Mr. Sastri |

Jobuunesburg, July 6.—A baoquet given to Mr.
Sustri, vhe Indiun Ageit to the Union, at the Watis
derers’ to-night by the Troosvasl British Indian As-
gociation, wns uttended by 650 persons, 300 of whom
were curopesns, rcpresentative «f all rections of Lhe
community.

The Bishop of Johannesburg proposed
hiealth, v

Mr. Sustri, io reply, exprossed the hope tha* Loro.
pesns aod lndisns might be nctimte] by o fecling of
concord. No clan or community, ho said, could afford
to sprak lightly of another cluo, His dillicultles in
the Union, Mr. Sistri added, bad been mude lLighs
by the chunge of mind and bears swong 3 ZICAb B
tion of the Europesn commouity lowards Indians.

Mr. Leslie Blackwell, M 1. A, advised the lodians
not to use the romprowise which had been arrived at
too far, and not to build on ghat comrimise hopes
which ocould mot ba realised during their generation.
—Reuter. ‘ - Coe

Mr. Sistai’s
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Beira Indians Welcome
Mr. Sastri

On hia wazr to Shath Africa the Bt Hon. V. S. Sri-
niv - Sestri wsa welcomed by {odians st Beira,

Mr. Sastri made a mast impreasive speech at a gather-
ing to weleome him organised by local British Indiaps,
smys the Beira correspoadeat of The Slar, which was
atlended by “be Acting Governor, 13 well as represents-
tives of tLe Lisboa Government, and British Vice-Consul
and many prominent members of the white commnaity.

In reply to the address of welcome, Mr. Sastri maid
Indisns in Portnguese territnry were permitied to develcp
and live according to their own national charscter.
Cooreqoently there was no need, even if it had been
possible, for him 10 address them on local sffairs, He

was abeolutely unable to make a statement, not becapse
he was vawilling to do =0, but simply becanse there
was nothing to say. He came with the liveliest
bopes, and was ' to* believe that he
woald do good work by the fact that there was now a
moch better understanding everywhere on what was
known as the Indian qoestion.

Acked if he had yet made any desisive rezanling hie
headquarter«, he replied in the nagative, addiog that he
was going firet to Preteria and them to Durban. Bat

ing was an_interesting speculation nntil be had
conferred with the Unioa Government .

Mr. Sas'ri raid be thooght it un'ikely that his wife
and family, whom he had left behind, woald come ont to
join him.

g Mr. Sastri mentioned that he had been given large
welcomes by fellow Indians at each port at which the
boat had stopped, but he did not think that his jarisdic-

was pleasd to see *hat they ba'l n~¢ invited him to do s0.

Referiing 0 the addres of Mr. Ghokate, Mr. Sastri
paid a zreas tribate to the earlier missonary in the case
of Indinas 1n Africs. He mid that when he went tn
Soath Africa the first discovery be made waa thas the
difficolties were just where they were when Ghokale
visited the coantry. Tbheir reference to him in the

tios wonld at any time extend bzyoud the borders of the
Union.

The Story of My Experiments

address ss takiog over from Ghokale the work was With Truth
therefore mare than » mere conventional one. The only (Br ML K. G 1!
difference in the situation was that with the efflaxion of - GARDHI
time the difticalty bad, if anything, become rather more Part I11.

acute.  As a re-ult of the conference it would disappear Chapter L

in 0o long a time. It was impossible to say how long, but RUMBLINGS OF THE SToRM

it was possible to say that it would disappear,

“Everyoae connected with Iodia and the British Empire
will realise what a great thing that ix to say, bot I say
it deliberately. What Soath Africa does to-day the rest
of the British Empire will be obliged to do to-morrow or
toe day after.”

Status For The Uaion

He found 2 general mistake as to bis statos or rank in
the Union He «as not an Ambassador, who wes s
pesson who oceupied the bigest diplomaiic rank. He
was uothing like it. His daties were pot hxed and he
wonld have to define the limits of his own office in the
coarse of tme. It was clear that they would not have
much to do with trade, which problems were excladed
from the scope of his work. In a town like Beira, which
owed sll its impoetance to trade, the importance of bis
office would shrink, bot be asured them that their were
grearer things than trade in the world. His basiness
woald be political bat he hoged thas the politics be wonld
deal with would not be controversial nor sdd to the
tronoles of the State, The snbjects of the Capetown
agreement would more or less occupy bis time and energy.
Its provisions had yet to be carried oot and his wark was
to see that they were carried ont.

“Nuthing etands oot o much as the fact that the
membere of the Union Government sre actpated by
wholehearted desire to eee the Capetown agreen:ent trans-
Iated into actior. ThLis is a great aceet indeed, apd 1
bope oar perple will meet it with en anxiops solicitode
that nothing will be waoting cn thir pert o cany out
the agteement. I see Do reasop to look on the fotare
with ansthing bot hope, and thoogh sou live bere bnder
bettsr anspices, and as you say in your zddress mder no
gnevaprer, [ bope yoor hearts will be with yoor fellows
to the Soath.”

This was my firt voyage with my wife and children.
I have often observed in the course of this narrative that-
ou acconnt of child marrages amongst middle elass
Hiodns, whilst the hasband is literate the wife remains
almost illiterate and a wide gulf separates the life of the wife
from that of the husband who has to become his wife’s
teacher. So I had to think out the details of the dress my
wife and children were to adopt, thef ood they were to eat,
and the manoers gaited to their new sarroandiozs. 81» ma
of the rrollections of those days caase mach amuosement.
A Hindu wife rezards implicit obedience to her husband
as the highest religion. A Hindn husband regards him-
gelf asthe lord of his wife who must alwaye dance attend-
ance on him, ‘ :
I believed at the time I am writing of that in order to
Took civilired oor dress and manners had t+ approximate
t> the Baropean s andard a3faras poesible. For, I thouoht
oualy thus could we have some influeoce and without influ-
ence it was not poesible to serve the commnunity.

So | determined the style of dress of my wife and child-
ren. How could I like them to be known as Kathiawar
Banias? The Parsis used thep to be regarded as the
moet civiliced Indsaps, and 80, where the comn-
lete Buropean rtyle seemed to be unsuited, we sdopted the
Parsi style. Accordingly my wife wore the Parvi Saré
and boys the Parsi coat and tronsers.  Of coorse no one
ehould be without stockingsar . shoes. It was jong be-
fore my wife and children got nsed to them. The ghoes
cramped their feet and the stockinge stank with perspira-
tion. The loes often got sore. I bad always my answers
ready for all these objections. But I have an impression
g;:t‘ it was not the apswers bat the fmmo:hnauthority

carried conviction. They agreed to the nges in
dress becanse there was no other alternative. In the
same spiris and with more reluctance they adopted the
nsenfkfnif?ndfu-ks. When my infatoation for theswe
signs of civilisation wore away, they gave up the kuifes

At Lourenco Marques acd forks. The retarn to the original mode:aspaﬂnpa

At Loureaco Marques the boat on which Mr. Sastri o less irksome than those changes after havicg been

;;r:;‘ed m&o:)_n‘riyal by er.UH. Veon, the bead long accostomed to them. Bt I can pee todav that we
 new ¢ Thvision of the Union Department of  feel all the freer and lighter for havi cast off the tinnel
the [nterior, and by Mr. Loag, the local Union agent, of * civilisation.” lie e
hhuea:leputnm_mof the 'ocal British Indisan commani- On board the same boat with us were some relatives
tymcndedmglre_a-_elo?me_mdtoinvine Mr. Sastrito  a0d acqosintances. Theee and other deck passengers [
a luncheon, which invita‘ion be accepted. frequently met because I was free to move aboat any-

Asked by & Star wrrﬁxdonde_n:u Lomarenco Marquen whemandeveqwbmonmabmash belonged to my
t& mubiughnh'mﬂn ghﬁyhewaw pyrsue snd  ofiews friendss . .

Whist be propead (o work, Mr. Sessi aaid he A9 e hoab Wap maliing wreigish for Nalal), withoss
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calling at intermediate ports, onr voyage was of only
eighteen days, Bul as thoogh to warn us of ths coming
mal storm oo land a strong gale overtook ns whlist we
wore quly fonr daya from Natal. December is a month
of summer and monsoon in the Sputhern Hemisphere,
ang o gales, great and small, were gnite common in the
Sonthern Seas. The gale in which we were caoght wes
8o sharp and prolonged that the passengers were alarmed,
It wee.s solemn scene. Al} became one in face of
the gommon calamity. They forgot their differencen
and began to think of the one and only God-Mau
gsslmans, Hindne, OChristions and all. The captain
also joined the paseengers jn their prayers. He
geapred them all pbat thongh the storm was not
withony danger he had experience of many more
dangerous ones, and explained to tbem that a well:
built ship copld stapd almost any wegther. Bub they
were jncopsolable. Every momept were heard sounds
and oraphes which foreboded breaches and lesks. Tbe
ship rocked and rolled so much that it seemed as
thongh she would capsize eny moment. Ib was out
of question for any one to remain at this hour on deck.
‘His will ba done’ was the onlycry om every lip, So
far as I can recollect we mpst have been in this plight
for shout-twenty-fonr hogre. At last the sky cleared
the sun made his appearance, and the Captain said that the
storm had blown over. People's faces agnin beamed
with gladness gnd with the disappearance of danger
disappenred also the name of Gqd from their lips, Eating
and drinking, singing and merry-making again becaroe
the order of the day. _The fear of death was gone,
and the momentary mood of earnest prayer gave place
to maya,  There were of course the pepal namaz god
the l‘%!e% but they had pane of the solemnity of avab
read homr, ..
¢ Byt he storm had mede me pne with the passepgers.
I{; may be a?id ghet 1 had little pr very little fear of
the storm, for 1 bad experience of similar ones, E
3w sgopd eailer and do 11::: get sea-sick. So I gon
fearlessly moyg proongst the possengers bringing them
comfort apd good cheer, and conveying to them the
hqurly reports of the Captain, The friegdship I thus,
formed stopd me, aa we shall pee, jn very good stead,
'ﬁhg ghip casp anchor iquhe porp of Darban on the
18th or 19th December. The Naderj also reached the
same day.
. Byt pﬁq real etoryy was stjll to come.

“Nationalists On The Asiatic
AR TAEE \ v Q]]'eg,tion

L 1., . . .

.Referring .4q the .welcome given o Mr. Sastri,
Adypocate Q. Pirow writes in . Ons Vaderland : “ We
have now given .the coclie ip- the Trapsvasl 8 highly
oivilised, mod - intelligent leader, who will bave to he
received by every white maen on an egnal footing.
The Asistic question was difficult enough up to the
-present. | How impaseible it may become ju the fpture
anly time can tell. Dpe thing is certain gnd I hope
that all . Nationglieta will pealise it early. Qur next
oopgresy: will bave to take foll repongibjliy for &
qecision for or Agaivsh the uew copdition of affairs.’

The opioion has been gxpressed by p high official jn
the Natiopslish Party thet the statements made by
Advoeate (. Birow in Ons Vaderland, in which he
 degried ths welcome given to Mr. Saswri, are not likely
to .be. supForted by the party in opposition to the

wernment. . - . .
G":m,.-’?iewea- by Reuter Mr. O. J. yan Wyk, secre-
ary of. the Nations)ist Party in §l}ﬁ Pransyasl, paid the
views expreseed by  Advacate Pirow musb bp treated
gs his individual opinion. “I am certain tlge Natjonal-
iata a3  whole will never go againet the sttitnde of the

Goverpment in the matter by passiog any eeso]utions
whioh - would embarrasa the Government.

At thespme time Mr. vep Wyk snid thay FEoro-
pean Btorekeepers in the country baturally felt that

somethiog shonld be done tolimit the competition of
Todian traders. The Gevernment's position was a di-
fficult one by reason of the faot that Indisns were British
aobject. Were it not {ur this fset their course would
be essy, but the Government did not wish in their
handling of the Indian questiop to embarrass the jmpe-
rial Government in any way.

General Dealer’s Control
Ordinance
Powers Misused—Mualcipslity Checked

In the Sopreme Cour:, Pretoria, in the matier of
A, B, Varachia v. Potgietersrust Manicipality, which
was orgoed before the Jndge-President, in Chambers,
the aplicant, an Indisn, applied to the local licencing
board for a certificate under the Tranavanl Geueral
]]I:ealers Qontrol Ordinance of 1926, whichk was refysed

im.

Mr. Ourlewis, for applicant, ssked that the refusal
should be set sside and that there should be & ye-
hearing of the board, om the ground (1) tbat no
notice was given to applicant that acy objection won|d
be lodged ; (-2 ) he was given no opportanity of mee-
ting any such objection ; and (8) po grounds werg
stated on which the certificate was refused,

Mr. Mnrray appeared for reapondents,

After hearings argoment the Coart ordered res-
pondents to notify applicant of any objections, atate
the ground on which the oertificate wns refused and
re-hear the application and order reapondent to pay
the costs of the application.—7hs Star (Johannesburgj.
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