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HR. SRINIVASK SASTRI ON THE INDO-UNION AGREEMENT

NE following interesting and informative article
,[r has been contributed by the Hon. V. 8, Srinirasa
Sastri to the Hindusfan Review of Patoa :—

The dispute between South Africa and India is a3 old
a3 Kruger, who has already receded into the dimaness of
the past. It has seversl sides and bas passed throogh
several phases, bnt never knew sny assuagement bill the
other day. No settlement which waa not the result of a
severe armed conflict could in the circomstances be final
or decide all the points at issne. The recent negotiations
at Capetown bave achieved no miracle. But they have
borne nnexpectedly good fruit and, what is more, have
bronght within the region of probability a satisfactory
ending of a controversy thet bas vexed nearly two genera-
tions,

- The enlarged ontlook of South African statesmen, to
which this anspicions turn is due, is indeed a phenome-

non deserving of the psychologist's attemtion. Therse -

who witnessed it do not hesitate to describe it us 8 real
change of heart, It has caused pleasurable surprise to
most stndents of public affairs. Even the distempered
politician, who almost resents the removal of a grievance,
recognises it in his own way—by refusing to believe it.
How is it to be acconnted for 7 Its begioning is clearly
traceable to the final part of the work dome by the
Paddison depntation when they persuaded the Govern-
ment of the Union, at a late stage of the Areas
Regervation Bil!, to suspend its course, pending the result
of a Ronnd Table Conference between its representatives
and those of the Government of India. Sir George
Paddisor and Mr. @. 8. Bajpai must have been pratified
ot the many tokens of appreciation which they received
from leaders of opinion in Jouthk Africs on whom they
bad first impressed the gravity of India’s feelings and the
necessity of a thorough investigation. Then came the
visit of the important Parliamentary deputation headed
by Mr, Beyers. In a brief and hurried tour throngh
India these representative South Africans took a measnre
of India, ber resources and her peoples, and not only they,
bat their countrymen throughont Scuth - Africs who
followed their movements were profoundly affested by
the hospitality and conrlesy manifested by Indian gociety
and by the marvellous self-restraint by which politicians
.of every ghade forbore to make any unpleasant references
to the obnoxious Bill or indeed to any of the namerous
quarrels of which it was the cnlmioation. No better
witness on this poins can be cited than Dr. Malan, In
presenting the settlement to the Union Parliament he
eaid, “The invitation from the Government of India, of.
waich we availed ourselves duriog the recess, to send.a
representative depatation op a friendly visit to Iaodia,
which was prompted by ieelings ot genuine friendship,
bas offered to the Government and members of Parlis-
menta much-valued opportapity of studying at first hand
conditions in India and has been a potent factor in the
creation of that atmosphere to which the snccess of the
Conference must be mainly attriboted. The hospitality
which the members of the deputation received from the
Government and the people of India could not be sur-

passed.” The most potent cause, however, was the political

evolation of Genersl Hertzog, the present Prime Minister
of the Union. The earncstness aud innate candonr of
his nature bronght him completely under the spell,
which England knows how to cast over her political non-

friends. The new “status” of his country, hailed ag the
crowning triumph of nis diplomacy, ‘indue.ed, a high
degree of exaltation nnder the inflaence of which he was
determined to vindicate the enlarged freedom he had
acquired in the only way in which it could be vindicated
—by magpanimons extenvion of it to the weak and
powerless peoples nuder his sway, of whom hitherto the
Emwpire bas assumed the guardiansbip., - N
A feeling of mutunal respect and equal association be-
tween specially chosen representatives is one thing; good-
will and fellowship between communities is another. The
first may conclude an agreement; the second alone can
carry it into foll effect. It is open to donbt whether the
publie opinion necessary for translating into daily action
the ameliorative provisions of the settlement is at present
in actnal being. A surprising amount of toleration’ was
perceptible at the demonstrations held in honour of the
Indian Delegation. For the moment hotels and civie
halls opened their doors to the Indian community; they
were allowed to sit at meals with whites and apeak from
the same platforms. Whether this happy understanding
is kept up beyond the occasion depends on the care and
wisdom with which it is nursed by those biessed sonls on
both sides who value peace and goodwill among men.
Of such Mr. C. F. Audrews is the finest exemplar. No
praise in the chenpencd ourrency of the day is adequate
for the patience, devotion and humbleness of. spirit with
which this saintly man has gone about on his work of -
healing and reconciling in all grades of society, among
those who wield power and those who are -their victims,
among politicians, tradesmen, journalists and priests,
The settlement was made possible by his erxertions; it

will be made froitfal by his exertions. -

1L ' o

South Africa, Jike Indis, is divided into provinces of
unequal size, population and resources, the Cape Pro-
vinco alone being larger than the other three . put
together, Constitutionally the central government is
described as unitary, Still in respect of thoge fonctions,
which are actually transferred to the provinces or to
local anthorities, overlapping aund interference from the
centre are jealonsly gnarded against. Unfortunately,
sanitation, housing, trade licences, education, subjects
which most concern the welfare of Indians, all
come within this category. The Union Government
could only advise and recommend ‘ameliorative measares
under these headings to other sathorities, and the intell-
gent reader will gaess how difficnlt it will be,even when
guch measores have been passed by local authorities, te
get them administered in the proper spirit.  The
necessity thns arises for some competent and duly

. anthorised Agent of the Government of India to remain

on the spot and establish direct contact
anthorities, .

The provinces differ one from another in their treat-
ment of Indians. The Orange Free State excludes
Tudians altogether. There are only abont & hondred
Ferving as waiters or in similiar capacities, In the
Transvaal the Indian has neither municipal nor parlia-
mentary franchise, cannot acquire fixed property, muost
reside in locations, and even there can only occupy
honses on temporary tenmre. Trade licences, which are
really valued most by our people, are usnally renewed,
though here and there difficnlty has recently been felt

Lot
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even in this matter, but as s rale no new licenses are
given. In Natal the parliamentary franchise was taken
away from onr people long sgo in 1896 ; the municipal
franchise was taken away quite recently. . But tbe indi-
vidoal voters are allowed to continue on the register and
it is possible in certain localities for Indiana, if they
combined, (which however they seldom dv) to send in a
repregentative or two of their own, though these muost
necegsarily be white pereons, Our people can acquire
fixed property anywhere, but municipal anthorities have
within the last few years begun to sell the lands at their
disposal with restrictions on transfer of a racial character.
Such restrictions are common in private sale deeds, bat
to these onr countrymen raise no special objection. As
regards trade licences mew ones are no longer possible,
The Cape bas always been known for the absence of an
acute Indian problem. Rhodes's formuls of equal laws
for all civilised peoples is still the prevailiny doctrine,
thongh its epirit is no longer maintained as in the old
days. The Indian retaing the franchize and can acquire
Eroperty. Trade jealousy has jnst made its appearance
ere and there, and new licenses are occasionally refused.
In long distance trains and even in the tram-cars in cer-
tain pluces the Indian can only share the seanty accom-
modation provided for colonred persons ; walking on foot-
paths, once aternly forbidden to our people, is now tacitly
allowed in most placzs. Hotela and thestres do not
admit Indians. No Indisp g admitted to Universities,
Only one institution for bigher education is oren to our
people, namely, the miesionary college at Fort Hare,

Oar children can only go to primary schools specially -

maintained for them by Goveroment or mission agencies.
Thess are too few in number, especially in Natal, and have
no olasges above the fourth. The whole sitnation ia ad-
mitted to be ‘grave” by the authoritiecs. Everywhere
Indians repose the utmost confidence in the courte of the
land, and they would be prepared in the last resort to
acquiesce in the grant of full powers as to trade licences
to local bodies provided they enjoyed the right of unres-
tricted appeal, to the supreme judicial tribunals., ‘I'he
above ennmeration of disabilities might create the impres-
gion in the mind of the hasty reader that Indiana in the
_Union of South Africa were the victims of a croel system
of presecution, or, from a material point of view, iwere
sufferers from poverty, beggary, or chronic wnemploy-
ment of the acate kind that we are familiar with in this
country. ‘There can be no donbt thac speaking generally,
even the lowest clasces in Sonth Africa are better off than
they wonld be here, while a great number of Indians are
in sasy ciroumstances and some have amassed fortanes,
which in this over-crowded land wounld have been almost
impossible to men of their edncation and status, In fact,
intelligent lodiana who are in a position to compare the
conditions in the two conntries, have no hesitation in
giving the preference to South Africa, Anotber fact,
exactly the reverse of what one would ordinarily expect is,
that of the various provinces of South Africa. The Cape is
the one which records a decrease in the Endian population,
while the two other provinces show a perceptible 1ncrease.
This is noteworthy gecause the position of the Indians
is by all accounts the best in the Cape whether from a

litical, social or educational standpoint. Moreowir ]

he lave of the provinces allow the Indian to migrate
to the Oupe from the other provinces on satisfying an
easy educational test, while movement in the coatrary
direction ia prohibited. The explanation of the surpris-
ing pbenomenon is perhaps to be found in the gesarer
competition in the economic life of the Cape which makes
it diffienlt for the simple Indian trader to wmake his way
there. Notwithstanding the mnpropitions conditions of

~life which the Indian has to face in the Transvaa', hu
wonld appear to make money more easily there, and the
trader class on the whole wonld perhaps place a higher
money valoe on a Transvaal domicile than ov one in
either of the other provinces. Buot South Africa is not
the only land in which economic prosperity and political
freedom do not march together, or an unsophisticated
person who is driven to make a choice would attach more
importance to the former than to the latter.

The Indian population in the Union, as estimated for
the year 1926, is 174,000. Of these the Cape, though
much the largest province, has 6,600, the Transvasl has
15,500 and Natal has 152,000. Io the last-named pro-
vince the European popalation is roughly 150,000, 8o that
onr people are in a slight majority, Abont 15 years ago
the majority was much more decidedly in onr favour. To
redace, if not nentralise this majority, Earopean immi-
gration waa stimulated, while Indian immigration was
practicelly stopped, and even repatriation was after 1914
regorted to in the caes of Indians. Owing to these special
measares the disparity between the two populations was
in the conrse of being effaced. For some reasons, how-
ever, doring the last three or fonr years Earopean immi-
gration has practically ceased; at the same time repatria-
tion of Indians seems to have slackened greatly. This
#lackening is admittedly attributable in & great partto the
racial bitterness and ill-will created by the Cluss Arcas
Bill introdoced by the Government of the South African
Party. The resnlt is that the pumerical balance
threatens to continae in onr favour, and a few alarmist
agitators have succeeded only too well in filling the
minds of the Natal whites with the fear of being
swamped, Some extremista wonld like the Indians
to be driven out, of Natal altogether; the majority would
be content with a material reduction of the Indian popa-
lation. An easy calenlation shows that, even .if the
number of Indians wua to be kept stationery, by neatral-
ising the patural increass, as many as three thousand
shonld be induced to leave South Africa every year. It
may also be mentioned at thia point that the maximum
of repatriates in avy year so far bag just fallen short of
this figare,

The white population in Natal is mostly British, and
sapports in politics the Sonth African Party headed by
Gep. Smuts, In the earlier years our main difficolty was
with the Boers in the Transvaal. Since the Britiah
established themselves in that sub-continent, they bave
taken the lead in the anti-Asintic campaign, and the fact
i8 universally admitted that the position of Iadians has
become steadily worse since the Treaty of Vereeniging
and is now moat acute in.the most British of the pro-
viaces. (len. Smuts was right when he objected to my
fixing the responaibilicy on the B ers. “Ware I to yield
to Mr. Sastri’s demands,” he protested in effect, *I
should bo betraying the Natal Britisher, who has placed
his trust in me.,” Recent cables make it clear that the
Natal white will oppose the settlement bitterly. In the
circumstanoes it ia a consoling reflection that the present
Government does not derive mach support from Nutal
and cao afford to pursne ita own comrse without being
noduly frightened by the threata of their opponeats, In
this conrse {en. Herizog and Dr. Malan would find
their task rendered easy if our fellow-countrymen con-
doucted themaeives, as there is every reason to belive they
would, with digaity and m»d :ration.

111,

Mv. Andrews is never tired of poiating out that ia
essentinls the fndinn problem in Honth Afriey is the
same as it wuas ab the time of Mr., Gokhale's visit
towards tha close of 1912, With unerring insight that
great [nlisn s ateaman laid it dowa firs’ that the Baro-
_{pean mind st b2 relieved of the fesr of biing awamped
\by an excess of Indians, and sevindly, that the right of

the Earopeans to political domiontioa mnat be nel'her
dispated nor endangered. Two quotations from his
gpaeches of that time will put this matter beyond douht :
“The position was a most complicated one,

aad while it was to be expected that they (the
Enropean community) woald be true to the
traditions associated with British rule, they had

also the right to ask the Indian community to
understand and realise the difficulties, and not
expect what wus practically impossible. The
Earopean community was a small commaunity

in this conntry in the midst of a large in-
digenous popnlation and the situation naces-
garily bacame more complicated by tho presence

of a third party, differing in tradition and mode
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of living. There was no donbt that the Euro-
pcan element must continue to predominate. in
thie land-—that it must be made to feel that its
position and its epecial civilisation wers absolu-
tely secare; the government of the country
must be in aceordance with Western traditions
sod modes of thought,” (Speech at Durban).

“Now one thing is quite clear, that if a sola-

tion of this problem is to have any permanende.

and finality, it has to be such as will be accept-
able to the Enropean community, who are, after
all, the dominant people in this country. And
a8 long as there exists in the European mind
the fear of a continued ir.flox of Indians, there
cannot be that frame of mind on its part which
would allow of any settlement being a success.
The European community muet therefore re-
ceive, and the Indian community must be pre-
pared to give, the necessary assurances to re-
move the fear on this point. Again, there must
be no room for a reasonable apprehension in
the minds of the Europeans that the presence
of the Indians in this land would lower the
character of the political institations under
which they desire to live. I fully recognise
that South Africa must be governed along the
lines of Western political institutions and by
men who understand the spirit of those insti-
tutions, and the Enropean cominunity are en-
titled to an assurance that this shall remain s0.”
{Speech at Pretoria).

Mr. Gandhi has repeatedly disavowed designs of

political ascendancy and responsible leaders have
loyally followed this policy of renmnciation. The
fear of numerical swamping wus nentralised for the
time by our acquiescence in the almost total excla-
sion of Indians decreed by the Immigration Aet of
1913. And this principle has since received the
clear concurrence of the Government of India at
successive Imperial Conferences. For the benefit
of the young student of the subject of Indiang Over-
sean I ghall insert here to extracts setting forth the
views of Mr,. Gandhi. One is from a2 famous letter
of his of June to Mr. Georges, the other is of some-
what later date and is taken from his farewell
letter to the European and Indian public of South
Africa.

*“1 have told my countrymen that they will
have to exercise patience and by all honoarable
means at their disposal educate public opinion
80 28 to enable the Government of the day to
go further than the present correspondence
does. I shall hope that when the Enropeans of
South Africa fully appreciate the fact that now,
as the importation of indentured labour from
India is prohibited and as the Immigrants’ Re-
gulation Act of last year has in practice all bat
stepped further free Indian immigration and
that my countrymen-do not aspire to any poli-
tical ambition they, the Europeans, will see the
justice and indeed the necessity of my country-
men being granted the rights I have just re-
ferred to.” e et e e

“The concession to popular prejudico in that
we have reconciled ourselves $o almost the total

prohibition by administrative methods of a -

fresh infiux of Indian immigrants, and o the

deprivaﬁon of all political power is, in my

opinion, the utmost that conld be reasonably

expected from us. These two things being

assmred, I ventare to'submit that we are entitled

to full rights of trade, inter-Provincial migra-

tion, and ownership of landed property being
Mrreét:nr&etlln in the not distant futore.”

. i is fustly regarded as an idealist
adheres to a principle in the face of adverse clrc:;?
stances. If he has been a consenting party to this
compromise, it mnst be becanse the conditions of
the time made it inevitable. Yet both he and

t

Gokhale were ariticised with asperity for surrender-
ing a vital principle by champions of the party of
moderation. And althongh the nation has now
definitely submitted to the logic of facts, echoes of
the old opposition are still occasionally andible. It
is true Mr. Gandhi expressly reserved to his country-
men the right of re-opening the subject matter of
the settiement a8 well as other points; but he advised
at the pame time that the time for- reconsideration
would be when passions had subsided on both sides
and mutual understanding and goodwill had been
firmly established. Unfortunately, conditions in
South Africa have shown no improvement at all;
in fact, Mr. Gandhi had not long left South Africa
before each side accused the other of having violated
the Smuts-Gandbi agreement. It was asserted that
Indians were still pouring into South Afriea and
that white civilisation, white standards and wkhite
supremacy were as much in peril as ever. And the
cry has not abated to-day. The fact that Indians
by word or deed have given no causs for alarm
makes no difference. Is it reasonable to expect that
either the Government of India or their representa-
tives should be able to open afreeh the matters then
compromised ? We all live in the hope that the day
will arrive when within the British Empire the
right of free emigration and settlement and other
rights of a commeon citizenship will be acknowledged.
Baut it is in the distant future, and in the meantime
wo have to remember that in 1926, when the
negotiations for a Round Table Conference were

b e e S

afoot, the situation was much more stringent than

in 1914, and the existence of the Areas Reservation
Bill was a sword of Damocles held over our country-
men. :

As early as 1914 the principle of repatriation was
accepted and fonnd embodiment in Sec. 6 of the
Indians Relief Act. At that time the only considera-
tion offered to the interding repatriate was a free
passage back to India. The Act was in fulfilment of
a part of the settlement that had been arrived at, and
it is worth while, in view of the unsavoury nature of
repatriation, to set' down'a few declarations of
authority made both then and after.

The following paseages are culled from Mr. Gandhi’s
farewell speeches and letters of the second half of 1914 :

“The settlement was honourable to both parties.”

“T'o his conntrymen he would say that they should

wait and nurse the settlement, which he considered
was ail that they could possibly and reasonably
bave expected,” ;

“A word abont the settlement and what it means.
In my humble opinion it is the Magua Charta of
our liberty i this land.” '

“I call it our Magna Charta becanse it marks a |

change in the policy of the Government towards us

and establiches oarrights not only to be consulted - .

in matters affecting us butbave our reasonable
wishes respected.”

“The zettlement finally disposes of all ihe’!i:oints .

that were the subject matter of passive resistance,
and in doing so it breathes the spirit of ustice and
fairplay.” S

“The presence of a large indentored and ex-inden-
tared Indian population in Natal i a grave problem.
Cowmpulsory repatriation is a piysical political im-

poibility. Voluntary repatriation, by way of grant- -

ing free passages and similgr. inducement will not,
as my experience teachee te, be availed of to any
appreciable extent.” - .

‘““He knew the Mayor had rectived some telegramsa
stating that the Indiana Relief Bill was not satisfac.

- tory. It wouid bea singnlar thing if in this world they ~
" would be able to get anything that satisfied every- =

body, but in the condition of things in South Africa
at the present time ho waa certain they could not have
had a better measure. ‘I do not claim credit for it;
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it i rather due to the women and children and those
who quickened the conscience of Sonth Africa. Our
thanks ars duoe also tothe Union Government. 1
shall not forget that Gene al Botha showed the
greatest “statesmenship wlhien he said that his
Guvernment would etand or fall by this measure, 1
followed the whole of that historie debate, historic
to me, historic to my conntrymen and possibly histo-
ric to South Afriea and the world,’ It was well known
to them how Government had done them justice, and
how the Opposition had come to their assistance.”
The pext extract i from the evidence of Mr. Audrews be-~
fore the Select Committee on the Areas Reservation Bill,
dated the 5th March, 1926 :

“I was present with Mr, Gandhi when we talked
over carefully an extremely important clanse which
is now called the volantary repatriation clanse, and
he discussed the clause with me, discnssing it with
the objeoct of reducing the fear in this conntry of

" the Indian population, At that time there was an

atmosphbere of wonderfol friendliness belween Mr.
Gundhi and' those he represented and General
Smults and thore that he represented. The conse-
quence was that Mr. Gandhi cordially, with the
consent of everyone in India, agreed to that volan-
tary repatriation clanse, namely, that everyone who
liked to take the bonus passage baclk on the for-
feitnre of domicile would be allowed to do so and
no objection would be raised by Iandia. That
clanse was inserted simply becauvee there was an
stmosphere of give und take, Now to.day there is
no such atmosphere ab all; there is just the opposite.
Even to mention the word “repatriation” to-day,
with this present Bill threatening Indis, is to wonnd
ond sting and barn, Therefore, to-day it is not
possible in this atmouphere for the Indian Govern-
ment to co-operate in this way. But after the
atmosphere iteelf hay changed—completely changed
ag it wans in 1914—[ think there are many
ways in which, as the Indisn Government itself has
expressed, the voluntury repatriation clause might
be re-examined.” :

Tbe- condition on which o free passage was
given. to.an Indian wishing 1o go back to India
permanently -was that he should sign a statement
“that he abandons on behalf of himself; and hia
wife and all minor children (if any) sall rights
possessed by him or them to enter or reside in any
part of the Union together with all righis in-
cidental to his or their domicile thersin,” Without
doubt this slatement involves s humiliation, and
one cannot wonder that the pride of any patriot
would be hurt at the sale of his birth-right for a
mess of pottage. -the 'stream of emigration
. back to Indis, which started at that time, has gone
on since. then, with fluctuntions, it is true, but
never wholly dried up. The Government of South
Africa found it,gecessary.about. the year 1921 to
add to the free ]'aaggz'gé an additional inducement in
the shape of £5 bonus per head, subject to a
family maximum of £25. In 1023 the bonus was
raised £10 per.adult gnd £5 for each child, sub-
jeet to '8 maximum of “EJ0. Although several
thoueands of Indians 7eturned to,India under this
scheme, the anti-Asiatic feeling became worse and
worse. It led to the harassment of our population
in trade and kindred matters, and culminated in
their being deprived in Natal of the municipal
franchise. The Government of Gteneral 3muts felt
it necessary to introcduce the Class Areas Bill, which
would have enacted a species of segregation of our
people. But the Government fell before the Bill
couﬁi be passed into law. The present Ministry
took up the matter in their turn, and brought
forward a more thoroughgoing and drastic measure,
which was referred to as the sword of Damo]c::’]attzi

o

iy

Amid the consternation which it cocasioned,

. s W e ek oan r-

in the Government of India and the people, Lord
Reading's diplomacy found its opportunity, To
the Paddison deputation, which he despatched to
South Africa for tho purpose of conducting an
enquiry on the spot, must be assigned the honour
of %mving effected the first favourable tnrn in the
gituation. Before the Round Table Conference
could be decided upon, two points of consequence
had to be definitely yielded. As they formed the
preliminary basis of the Conference they must be
carefully remembered. (1) The existing scheme of
repatriation and its working were to te earefully
examined with a view to discover any difficultics
that might have arisen and to smooth these away,
and (2) no settlement of the dispute would be ac-
ceptable to the Union Government which did not
guarantee the maintenance of western stundards of
life by just and legitimate means.

At this point it may be useful to turn aside for a
moment and point out an snomaly which proves
how strange is the way of politics and how curious
the solution which the politician has often toaccopt.
The class of Indian against whom the brunt of the
agitation is directed and whom the agitator is most
anxious to get rid of is the trader, who undersclls
his Jewish rival and rouses his worst jealousv. No
bonus that the Government can conceivably pro-
mise will ever be a sufficient inducement to ‘this
class. On the other hand, it is the poor unorganised
agricultural labourer :and the thriftless section
amongsi the Indian farmers of Natal swho will avail
thomselves of the free passuge and bonus. Bu:
this class, far from exeitiny anybody'sjealousy, are
in much request in the farms and plantations in
Natal owned by whites. In-fact it 18 well known
that the white farmers and planters actually paid
men a few years ago to dissuade intending Indian
repatriates. Quite recently, however, they bave
been silenced by the raging and tearing propuganda
of the trading community. . So that in proportion
as the new assisted emigration scheme 18 succoss-
ful, the really aggrieved class among the whites
will get little relief, while a hitherto uncomplain-
ing class will suffer from a genuine gridvance.
The new settlement, however, justifies Lhe same
results on a more intelligible theory. T'he main-
tenance of western standards being a aine gqua
non, some Indisps could be enabled by suitable
ameliorative metﬂods to conform to them, while
other Indiaus might not by any process of uplift-
ment ever be enabled to do so. There are no
visible marks by which, the one class might be dis-

- tinguished from the other: A rough test is afforded
by the offerofa free passage and bonus. Those
who accept it belong to the second class ; those who
do not must be presumed to boldng to the other.
Lest anyone should over-interpret this paragraph,
it must be added that the white farmer in opposing
repatriation is only friendly=to thetedian up to a
point and in his own way. He wants bhim only as
a cheap and unresisting labourer. As soon as he
sets up on his own or his children go to school and
seek other employment, even the farmer joins the
general crusade. :

But what are these weltern standards, which
an Indian bas to reach or quit? No logical or
legal definition need be attempted, It is 4 malter
of genernl knowledge that different grades of
people live up to different standurds, Speaking
of communities - rather than individuals, no one
can fail to notice the difference in the general lay-
out, cleanliness, the absence of ovil smells and
the elegance or refinement of a -cantonement as
contrasted with its adjoining city. Th}s will help

{ Contintied on pagé 193.) H
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MR. SASTRI'S APPOINTMENT

’H‘HE appointment of the Right Hon.
V. S. Srinivasa Sastri as the Govern-
ment of India agent iu South Africa

in accordance with the recent agreement
between the Union and Indian Govern-
ments will be hailed with the greatest satis-
faction by Indians throughout South Africa.

Both the Government of India and that of -

the Union of South Africa are to be con-
gratulated for having respected the wishes
of the Indian people in this connection.
The most important of the provisions of the
Indo-Union agreement was the one dealing
with the appointment of an agent, as the
carrying out of the agreement, which was
really of more importance than the
paper which contained it, depended
largcly on 1hat appointment, It is there-
fore a matter of no small consolation to the
‘Indian community that an agent of the
Government of India will be present in
South Africa to see the agreement being
carried out. The present appointment is
satisfactory, firstly, because an Indian has
been appointed. No matter how capable
and how sympathetic a European may be,
an Indian alone can enter into the real
feelings of his brethren and he alone can fee]
the humiliations inflicted on his brethren
as though they were inflicted upon himself;
and a responsible and self-respecting Indjan
would immediately resign his post should
he find that he could no longer bare those
humiliations. It would be too much to

expect a European to do likewise. The -

appointmentis satisfactory, secondly, because
in the Hon. Mr, Sastri we have a person
on whom the late Mr. Gokhale had reposed
his trast. Moreover, Mr. Sasttr, has won the
highesteem and confidence of the Indians of
South Africa by the way in which he had cham-
pioned their cause in the Imperial
Conference and by the way he had
carried out his responsibilities during the
recent Round Table Conference, Although
Mr. Sastri belongs politically to a party
which is unpopular in India that
need cause no fear in :
Indians in South Africa, Whatever the
views of that party or of Mr. Sastri may be
about the ways and methods of attaining
freedom for India we know that on the
question of the treatment of Indians in
South Africa all parties in Indja stand
united. Mr. Sastri’s knowledge and ability
pertaining the post he is to -hold cannot be

“as it could passibly be explained.

the minds of -

doubted. While congratulating -Mr, Sastri
on his appointment we pray that he may be
blessed with the health and strength to ful-
fil the responsible and heavy task imposed
upon him. : , .
MR. SASTRI'S ARTICLE

E have devoted a large portion of the
the present issue to the publica-
tion of an article by Mr. Srinivasa

Sastri on the Indo-Union agreement which
‘he has contributed to the Hindustan Re-
view of Patna. The article gives a historic
review of the whole . Indian position
and explains the settlement as clearly
We
would therefore ask our readers to
study the article carefully and we have no
doubt that those who are dissatisfied with
the present settlement and are crying for
the whole loaf will after. reading - this
article realise that it is better sometimes to
be satisfied with halfa loaf than to get noth-
ing in the struggle to devour the whole.” j)

Owing to lack of space and time we have
had toleave over for our next issue important
matter’ which includes the reply of the
Minister of t}14e Interior to the South African
Indian Congress' Deputation that recently
waited upon him in connection with the new
Asiatic Bill. SRR
(Continued from page 132) - -~ o
to a realisation of the difference generally between
westorn and eastern standards. In individual

lives the difference is to be found in personsl
cleanliness, mode of dress, furniture, mural deco-

- rations, sanitary arrangements and habits, ete. . If

we add the categories of style of conversation,
amusements &°d cultivation of fine arts—we get a
whole range of headings under each of which
great disparities exist between class and class in
the same society as well as between individuals in
the same class, The mere possession of weslth
does not betoken a high standard of life. It ig
notorious in India how great trading and money-
lending castes lead bare and crude lives in com-
parison with the professional classes, who are on
the whole not nearly g0 well of. To come to. the
immediate point, those who visit Darban and
notice the difference between the quarters which
are predominently Indian will not ask for precise
definition of standards, thcugh each observer may
be ready with his own explanation of how the
difference arises. Offence is caused and a i
sense of injustice i3 produced by omitting to
acknowledge that there are many in the one com-
munity who live up to the standards of the other.
and many ia the latter who sink to the level of the:
former. Sweeping generalisationsare to be avoided,
and laws and regulations based on them and dis.
criminating between communities are a prolific
source of gocial jealousy and conflict. Philosophers -
and moralists may contend with some justification
that civilisation has taken the wroug road and that
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the uliimate interests of humanity require a return
to sitiipler dhd miord nseetit modes of life: But ii
South Africs the white corhrnunity, whose Fight o
regulate the polity and civilisation of that sul:
continent_we have admitted, will not wait till
these fundamental questions are settled bt presd
+ for rough and ready methods of settling everyday
problems. The multiplication of wants, the calti-
. Vatiol of ddtey; the incredsd bf aldgdnciés and re-

finethéntes and tge ineg!saﬂt striving for the rheans
of acquiring and satisfying these
iiiﬁ.l'.‘lgl' é?ninoﬂéi'h éii'rilisé.tgwii, and it is no uee our
_ tryitg to run dway {6 the bpposite direction:
. Europesn and Inidian, howevef, may unite heartily.
" to honour those rare individwals who teach hy

exaithplé hbw richéli 4Fé 16t Hiécessary to happiness
1t} elegance to real géodness,

- 'We are dow ready for a discassion of thé ain features
of the settlement. At the head of India’s gains must be
pldced thé dBaddontitént of the oppiesiive Bill knowa as
the Atens Reservation and Immigration and Registration
(Further Provigion) B:ll. To all appearance people in thik
country have already forgotten the horrors with which
our cotlhtrymei i Sodth Africh wére threateied unded
thié: Bill. By s very slight exagperdtion it wa discribed
a8 compulsory repatristion without obmpensation,, bonus

- of fréa paidage. It would bave reduced Indians to live “h
taking ilt éach othér’s washidps.” It Woild have viclate
the Smuts-Gandhi pgreemerit in all essentials, The brevity
and directness of the Minister of the Interior in introdu-
cing the measure were indicative of the iron resolve that
loy bohind it Thess wers hid wordes-i: YT idust bay that
the Bill frankly starts from the general sapposition that
thé Indihn, a8 a race in this country, is an alien elerent
it the fopitlatiod, did thiab 1o doltition of this duestioti

will be acoeptable to the conntty unleis it restiltd in & -

vggi considerable reduction of the Indian population in
this cotiitry. But, on the other band, the method of deal-
Itig withi this qifest'ort will hot be the endployment of dny
forcible means. The method which this Bill will propose
will be the application of pressure to supplement, on the
other band, the inducement which is held ont to Indians
¢ to leave the country. This Bill to a certain extent follows
well known lines: T9 & certiiii extent we go 6 ths path
which hus been trodden before by my tion. friends oppo-
mite, but_the Bill does hot rest theére; it goet a good desl
further:”” The best summdry of the provisions of the Bill

was made by Lord Olivier in the Housé of Liords abont -

- thig time last yedr

“That is to say, thit as the present inducements of
of fered passages and bonuses are iob sufficient to nproct the
popalation of Indians settled in Natal, as they could nob
possibly. be expected to uproot them; pressure has beeh
exercised. Their existing rights and amenities, which
they have acquired under the ordinary laws of the land
and tinder the guarantee of His Majesty’s Government,
are to be very miuch diminished in South Africa, and life
there will become intolerable to a very large number of
Indidni. : .
“That i ﬁ;gré than pressure, it is oppiession. It is not
to bb wondeked at, when Indians it India see theii rela-
tions expoded to. this Gppression, that bhey becote restivé
atid ask: What i thé Use of out_beloriging t an Ewpirs
which Phifantées b6 protect us if, again and again, thé
promids thdt have béed mide in the nande of that Em-
pire to vot kibdmen 4ré nob to Be maintsined; and thogd
kinsmen subjectetl to oppression td indtee then to retin-
quish the privileges that they have acquired? “The pres-
sure . on Ihdians i8 to be exercised it several ways:; First
of all; by restricting ih townships; the rights to acqunire
of lease real property, or to be licensé@ to trade, to de-
fined dreas. Urban athorities dre to{ advise as to the
. setting up of those aréag, The power to grant & renewal of
8 trading licente anywhere is also discretionary; and this
discretion is meant to be used. The question of granting
ttade licenced already created in timeg past produced a
coikidéitible storrf hetween India and Africa, and on the

o4
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e, the outward -

last oceasion, in 1908, when power was definitely taken to
withdraw licences to Indidns then trading, the lezilation
was not allowed at that time by His Majesiy, and it did
not come into opration on the gronnd—the ground on
which we are atyuing this case—that vedted and guaran-
teed interests were being interfered with,

“Secondly pressure is exercised by taking away the
right of buyiug or ledsinp Jand anywhere in South Africa
except id such areas in Natal only as may be allowed
within thirty miles of the coast, Thirdly, it inoreases from
£30 to the crushing som of £100 the bail which may
be demanded from & returning domileiled Indiati pending
the hearing of evidence that he has been domiciled, bnt
the mere certificate is not considered sufficient evidenca
of that domicile. The presumption is, I suppose, that it
may be lorged. Therefore be is treated at onhce as n probi-
bited emigrant and snbjected to a bait which has hither-
to been £30, but which is now, withont any reason as
fat 48 I havé been sble to fid dut, raived td the enor-
mous and croshing sum of £1007 This i to bs imposed
on him before he can be allowed to produce the definjte
evidencé required that he is the emigrant he purports to
bd. That is & piece of oppréssion,

_ “Ia the fourth place it includes in the Transvaal, for
the gurpo!e of this Act only, the districts of Utrecht and
Vegheid, in order to enablé Indians to baexpelled from
thote mining districts by the operation of the Transval
luw, In order to restrict the freedom of Iudians in Natal,
and simply for the purpose of this Bill, these districts
are nbmiinally put back into the Transvaal area in order
that Ihdians working there may be deprived of their
émployment and driven ont. This is what Dr. Malan
inildly déscribes ak ‘‘pressure.” In the fifth place it en-
croaches fipou or bpens the door to ihfringements of exist-
ing rights of domicile. The purpose is to reduce the num-
bers and this Bill restric:s the importation of wives and
childreh of dymiciled Indians aed curlails existing nights
of registration of employment in the Tronsvaal. I have
stated that Lord Reading’s opinion and certainly that
of sayone counected with the India office, is that three
oppressive enmmctments dre a distinét infraction of the
rights of Indians which His Majesty’s Government are
bound in honour to maintain and safeguard.” o

Our counttymed in that sub-continent have a vivid
dotiception of the ofipression and hatdship that snch 4
Bill would bave inflicted on them, and it is no wonder
that they hail with joy a settlement which rids them of
guch 4 nightmare.

But not only have they escaped from this nightmare ;
they have been nccapted as a part of the permanent
population éntitled, like other elements of it, to the foster-
ing varé and protection of the Utiion Goverrniment, The
roble words, wilich embody this generots paliay, are well-
worth quotivg Under the heading *“Ubpliftment of
Indian community”, the first paragragh rons ;—

“The Union Governient firmly %elieve in and adberd
to the principld that it is the duty of every civilised
government to devise ways and means, and to take all
powmible steps fdr the upliftiig of every section of their
permanent population to rhe full extént of their capacity
and opportunities, and accept the view that in the provi-
gion of ediicational and other facilities the considerable
nutmber of Indidus who remdin part of the permanent
population should not be allowed to lug behind other
séotions of the people,”

Dr. Malan and his compatriots have shown rare
wisdom in changing from the one position to the obher
and rarer courbge in admilting and annomncing the
change, and it is impossible to withhold from them a
tribute of admiration for qualities all too uncommon in
the sphere of politics, Public opinion and the attitnde of
local bodies may delay the translation of this policy into
positive acts of amelioration, but their clear ennnciation
oti papér gives our people a snve foothold in the path of
progress which they bave bitherto lacked, When things
refoss to move forward or threaten to move backward it
is d blessin‘g, a8 we bave often realised in our own history,
to be able to point a to # giiding star to a clearly-ex-
presesed ideal of administration.
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X~ is this policy of equal reatment and fair-play left
alt»zether in the air, Several directioas are indicated in
the Annexare, which need not be particalarised here, in
which the policy is to be carried out for the beterment of
the Iodian population. Hoasing and sanitation, the
orz \nisation aand wages of workmen, trade licences are
somz of the headings nnder which improvemeat will be
aimad at, and in favonrahle conditions, may be attained.
Bat the most important of these, the one which lies atb
the fonndation of ai! progress, is the bopic of edaca’ion.
It moat be admitted that the leaders of our communoity
have been mnable hisherto to show much self-help, and
the wealthy nambers cannob escape blame for the peglect
of the coming generations. Let us hope that they will
respond to the loud call that will be made oa their public
spirit and muopificence asa resalt of the edacational com-
missfon of eunquiry which the Natal Admioistration will
be induced to appoint in the near future. If the Iudian
edocational expert associated with thiz commission has an
engaging and persoasive personslity we may expect some
benefactions on a libersal acale which witl supply the woe-
ful deficiency in Indian edncation.

Some explavation will be required of a provision which
has been newly made, and which is in the natare of a
restriction. Minor children will not hereafter be admitted
into the Union unl:ss accompanied by their mothers.
The figares ander this hesd sapplied by the Immigration
Department showed that more than ninety children ont
of a hundred admitted every year left their mothers in
India, There wassome reason to auspect frand in several
cases. Anvhow it was clear that the children were taken
into the Urion, not for the purpose of enabling their
parexts to lead healthy family lives, bat for enabling the
former bv acquire a South Africaa domicile in their turn,
for trade aod other material purposes, It is impossible
not to sympathize with the complaint that a large pro-
portion of domiciled Indians keep their Families in India
and do not regard South Africa as their home. It will
help toregularize the whole matter of the admission of
wives and minor children when the Government of Indis
ondertake, in pursnance of the settlement, to certify *that
each individoal for whom a rizhé of eatrv is claimed is
the lawful wife or child, as the cass may be, of the person
who makes the claim.” In the case of the ather Dominions
the Government of India issn2s these certificates of
identity in accordance with the Reciprocity resolution of
the Imperial Conference of 1918, The Union Govern-
ment have now expressed their willingness that the Gov-
ecament of India shonld undertake a similar responsibility
with reference to South Africa, .

Y.

The settlement casts other responsibilities also on
the Government of India. Hitherto they have re-
mained passive spectators in the schems of repat-
riation. Thongh it was their duty, in the words of
Mr. Gandhi, to look after taturned emigrants,
nothing stands to their eredit so far éxcept an
occasional subsidy to relieve acnte distress. The
Union Government natarally think that their re.
patriation scheme will become more attractive if it
becomes kmown in South Africa that at this end
something will be done to receive thoss who retarn
and help them to settle down. The Government of
India will not be called upon to contributes anything
from their treasury. There is a lot however that
conld be done without incarring financial Yiahility,
The emigrants will bs received in Bombay and
Madras by our officers and helped to proceed to,
their degtinations by rail or otherwiss. Meanwhile
their monies will be taken care of if they desira it,
and their bonuses will be paid throngh official
agency at their destination. To enable them to
sottle down in the occmpations for which they are
suited, official bureans will supply the necessary in-
formation and advice. Itis expected that, without
detriment to the interests of the labour force here
it will be possible for the railway, harbour aud other
schemes now afoot to abscrb the main part of the
returning Indiaus, They will also be eligible to

- - - A mmama

benefit by the emigration echemes which may from
{ime to time be sanctioned by the Government of
Indiz, such as are now open to the Federated Malay
States and Ceylon. In fact, it is these two oountrie_s
and Mauritivs which are contamplated in the provi-
sion which says that the Union (Government may
organise schemes of assisted emigration to India and
“other countriee.” Seeing that Mr. Gandhi, and
following him, many others have criticised thia
provision, it may be of nse to set ont below 8 state-
ment which Sir Mohammad Habibuollah made the
other day in the Council of State ;:— =, = .y ,
“The Government were aware that there was some
apprehension in India regarding the exact intontion
of the provision in the recent agreement of: -the
Indian question in Sonth Africa that the Uniom
Government would organise a Bcheme of assisted
emigration to couniries other than India: . The
phrase “other countries” was intended. o .cover
migration to Ceylon and Malaya to' which eountries
emigration from India was already allowed and to
enable the Union Government to meet applications
from Indians born in Mauritius and elsawhers twho
wished to return to their place of birth, - IF at some
future date the Union Government decided to afford
facilities for emigration to wother countries they
wounld doabtless consult the Government of India?
The name “repatriation scheme” is to be replaced
by the name “the scheme of assisted emigration.”
The change not only takes away part of the odiar
that has attended the scheme, but is more in eoord
with facts; for tnore and more of those that nvail
themselves of the scheme will ba those born iH
Somuth Africa; and in their case, the word repattias
tion” is obviously inapplicable:.  The wost important
change, however, is that the intending emigrant will
not be required to sign a declaration surrendering his
domicile and that of his family for a pecaniary con-
sideration. He will have the right, after the first
year of his return and before the expivy of the third
year, to retarn to Sonth Africa, provided he refundd
the bonns and tha cést Of passage received by him.
The right of re-entry is a concession to Indian #enti-
ment, while it might atttact many who would have
recoiled from the irrevocable step of surrendorivg
their domicile once for all. Even after 'the expiry
of three years the emigrant need hot sign a docus
ment yielding up his rights of domicile; for, under
a new law which will soon. be enacted and which
will apply to all emigrants alike, whether white or
coloured, domicile will expire nutoumatioilly - bfter
three years continuous absence except in ¢ases where
the Minister of the Interior permits a longer stay
outside the Union. A novel feature is the provision
for the payment of monthly pensions to decrepits in ~
lien of, or in addition to, the bonug. The Govern-
ment of India will undertaks to distribute this pen-
sion out of funds alletted for-thd purpose by the
Union Government. One more change deserves
mention. Hitherto for the - purpose ‘of &dmitting
minor children of parents domiciled in the: Union
the age of majority has been fixed at..16 years, buk
for the purpose of repatriation 2 man -has been: re-
quired to take away all his children under 21. yearu:
This anomaly is now removed; the age of majority
being 16 both ways. It will bé admitted that, taken
along with the considerable increasd in -the scale :of
bonases, these improvements are. -caloulated 4o eni
hance the effectivencss of the old repatriation
scheme. Tt is obviously impossible to: estimate pros
cisely how many- will return: evéry.year to India;
but we must impress it on South African whites
bhaf. it is possible to be too sangnine im'their antioi-
pations, and by premature expressions of disappoints
ment, to retard the movement they desirce..". T
. Alittle reflection on various parts of the agresmant
18 enough to show how nseful, nay how indispensable,
an Agent of the Government-of India ‘would be in
Bouth Atrioa, The Union Goverument laye requvsted \/
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the Government of India, and these haveagreed, to
appoint such an officer. Mr. Gandhi, whose know-
ledge of Bouth African affairs has been kept up-to-
date, has told us indeed that the mltimate value of
most of the provisions contained in the agreement
depends on the character, ability and standing of our
Agent. The Government of India are no lesa aware
of the importance of thia office and will doubtless
make the best selection that is possible. The
designation, the precise duties and the status of the
officer have not yet transpired. Perhaps they can
be finally determined only after copsultatiom with
the Union Government, but one may be permitted
to express the hope that the office will really rank
high, betokening the status which South Africa has
recently attained and India will soon attain, This
is the first time that India makes an ambassadorial
appointment to a Dominion, and all future possi-
bilities must be present to the consciousness of those
who choose the person and determine his style, pro-
codure and privileges.

The Viceroy is indeed to be congratulated on his
courage in choosing an Indian for leadership of this
‘Delegation. The result has amply vindicated his
choice. Let us trust that it will embolden him to
select Indiana for responsible offices of this kind in
future, and thus dispel once for all the impression
‘which long practice has created abroad that ‘the
paucity of qualified Indians makes it necessary to
hold the country in the leading string of Britishers.
No one will venture, in matters of this higher order
of importance, to deprecate caution, but even a con-
servative student of Indian affairs will allow that
Britain has never taken a forward step a day too
soon. On the conirary, by being behindhand even
in second rate innovation, she has again and again
lost credit for courage and generosity. May we in-
dulge the hope that the lesson will not be lest on
the Secretary of State for India? He and his
Conneil have allowed South Africa to settle their
dispute without intervention of the India Office.
If the experiment has succeeded it may well be re-
peated with equal chances in its favour. It may be
hard to stand aside and let others do the job which
one has considered one’® own. But constitutional
progress is & series of such self-denying acts, and
Lord Birkenhead, we frust, is as capable of them as
any Secretary of State before him.
- ‘ . V. 8. SRINIVASA,

The Story of My Experiments
. With Truth

[By M. K. GarpaI]
. ParT II
Chapter XXII

COMPARATIVE STUDY OF RELIGIONS

;.. If I found myself entirely absorbed in the gervice
of the community, the reason behind it was my
degire for self-realisaiion. I had made the religion
of service my own as I felt that God could be
realised only through service. And service, for me,
was the service of India, bacause it came to me with-
out my seeking, becanse I had an aptitude for it
I had gone to South Africa for fravel, for finding an
escape from Kathiawar intrigues and for gaining
my own livelihood. But, as I have said, I fonund
_myself in search of God and striving for self-
realigation. .
Christian friends had whetted my appetite for
knowledge which had become almost insatiable, and
they would not leave me in peace, even if T desired
1o be indifferent. In Durban Mr. Spencer Walton,
the head of the South African General Mission,
found ine out. I became almost s member of his
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family. At the back of this acqnaintance was of
course my contact with Christians in Pretoria. Mr.
‘Walton had a manner sll his own. I do not recollect
his ever having invited me t0 embrace Christianity.
But he placed his life as an open book before me
and let me watch all his movements, Mrs. Walton
was a very gentle and talented woman. [ liked the
attitude of this couple. We knew the fundamental
difference between us. Any amount of discussion
counld not efface them. Yet even differences prove
helpful where there is tolerance, charity and truth,
I liked Mr. and Mra. Walton’s humility, perseverance
and devotion to work, and we met very frequently.

This friendship kept rlive my interest in religion.
It was impossible now to get the leisure that I used
to have in Pretoria for my religiouns studies. But
what little time I could spare I turned to gond

" account. My religions correspondence continned.

Rayackandbhai was guiding me, Some friend sent
me Narmadashanker’s boock ‘Dharma Vichar! Its
preface proved very helpful. I had heard about the
Bohemian way in which the poet had lived, and a
description in the preface, of the revolution effected
in his life by his religious studies captivated me. I
came {o like the book and read it from cover to
cover with altention. I read with interest Max
Muller's book India—What can st leach us? and the
translation of the Upanishads published by the
Thensophical Society. All this enhanced my regard
for Hinduism and its beanties began to grow upon
"me. This however did not prejudice me against
other religions, I read Washington’s Irving's
Mahomed and His Followsrs and Carlyle’s panagyrio
on the Prephet. These books raised Mahomed in
my estimate, I also read s book called the Sayings
of Zarathusta,

Thus I gained more knowledge of the different
roligions. The study stimulated my self-intros-
pection and fostered in me the habit of puatting into
practice whatever appealed to me in my studies.
Thus I began some of the yogic practices as well as
I could understand them from a reading of the
Hindn books, But I could not get on very far
and decided to follow them with the help of
some expert when I returned to India. The desire
has never been fnlfilled.

I made too an intensive study of Tolstoy’s books,
The Gospel in Brief, Whai to Do? and other books
made a deep impression on me. I began to realise
more and more the infinite possibilities of universal
love.

About the same time I came in contact with
another Christian family. At their suggestion, I
attended the Wesleyan Church every Sunday. For
these days I also had their standing invitation to
dimmer. The Church did not make a favonrable im-
pression on me. The sermons seemed to be un-
inspiring. The congregation did not strike me a8
being particalarly religicus. They were not an
assembly as devout souls; they appeared rather to be
worldly-minded people going to Church for re-
creation and in conformity to custom. Here, at
times, I would involnntarily dose. 1 was ashamed,
but some of my neighbonrs who were in no better
lightened the shame. I counld not go on long like
this and soon gave up attending the service.

My copnection with the family I used to visit
every Sunday was abruptly broken. In fact it may
be said that I was warned to visit it no more. It
happened thus. My hostess was a good and simple
woman but somewhat narrow-minded. Wo always
discnssed religious matters, -I was then re-reading
Aronld’s Light of Asia, Once we began to compare
the life of Jesus with that of Buoddba, “Look at
Cautama’s compassion I gaid I. "It was not con-
fined to mankind, it was extended to all living
beings. Does not one’s heart overflow with love to
think of the lamb joyously perched on his shounlders ?
One £ails to notice this love for all living beings in
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the life of Jesus,” The comparison pained the good
lady. I conld understand her feelings. I cut the
mattor short and we went to the dining room. Her
son, a cherub smrcely five, was also with us. I am
happiest when in the midst of children and this
youngster and I had long been friends. I epoke
dirisively of the piece of meat in his plate and in
high praise of the apple in mine. The ipnocent
boy was carried away and joined in my praise of
the fruit.

But the mother ?  She was dismayed.
: I was warned. I checked myself and changed t.he

sabject. The following week I visited the family as
usual but not without trepidation. I did not aece
that I should stop going there, I did not think it
proper either, Bat the good lady made my way

easy.

“Mr. Gandhi,” she said, “pleass don’t take it ill
if I feel obliged to tell you that my boy is none the
better for your company. Every day he hesitates to
eat meat gnd asks for fruit, reminding me of your
argument. This is too much. If he gives up meat
he is bound to get weak, if not ill. How could I
bear it ? Your discussions should henceforth be
only with us clders. They are sare to react badly
on children.”

“Mra...." Ireplied, I am sorry. I can under-
stand your feelings as a parent, for I, too, have chil-
ren. We can very easily end this unpleasané state
of things, What I eat and omit to eat is bound to
bhave a greater effect on the child than what I say.
The best way, therefore, is for me to stop these
visits. That certainly need not affect our friendship.”

“I thank you,” she said with evident relief.
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