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NOTES AND NEWS

1

O

N his presidential address to the National Indian.

Congress, Mr. S. Srinivasa Aiyangar hoped that

a Session would be held in South Africa.
Without tonching upen the feasibility or otherwise
of holding a Session here, we appreciate the senti-
ments that prompted Mr. Aiyangar to express that
hope. The Congress is the unofficial Parliament of
Indiz, and we are therefore all the more grateful for
the interests evinced in South Africa, The Sounth
African Indian question has been receiving particu-
lar attention at every session of the Congress during
the last few years, and in the year 1925, when our
Deputation was in attendance, over two hours were
devoted to the question. Whilst we shall pray for
the realisation of Mr. Aiyangar’s hope, we shall in
the meantime reciprocate his sentimenta.

—m——

After & month's stay in Capetown Mr. C. F.
Andrews has retarned to Natal. The stay has indeed
been m trennoud for Mr, Andrewa. We are more
than indebted for his (fiselfigh labours in our cause.
His presence thronghout the year is essentially
necessary at Santiniketan, but his thonght for Sonth
African Indians stands foremost in his mind. His
sacrifice is indeed great, but his slogan is “service
before gelf.,” Mr, Andrews will be in our midst for
some time. His valuable assistance and his sagacious
advice will always be sought for.

The Influenza epidemic in England is still of a
virulent character. The toll of deaths from this
dreadful scourge is increasing every week, The
;Ii»aths for the week ending 5th Febrnary numbered

3.

Rente'r correspondent from New Delhi reports
that the Asgsembly by 52 votes to 43 carried a motion
censuring the Government for its decision to post-
pone the Exchavge Ratio Bill antil March 1927.
The Government spokesman had declared that the
House must weigh the advantages and disadvantages
of the two ratios after knowing whether ander the
16d ratio it would be called on to abandon the
policy of remission of prov'ncial contributions, im-
poee higher taxation, and hamper railway develop-
ment. .

The reference in our last week’s notes to the
necessity of a Building Society for Indians, hasg
brought about & good deal of discussion amongst
leadiog Indians in Durban, It is noteworthy that
the scheme is receiving the warm and wholehearted
approval of our magnates. We understand that
8om:e two years ago an ontline for the establishment
of the Building Soclety was drawn by Mesars
Pather & Co. Since it i8 now receiving the attention
of the leading members of our commanity, we shall

hope that Messrs. Pather & Co., will make a definite .

move. The necessity can better be realised when
it is said that there are hundreds of Indians without
any progpect of redeeming their Bonds for the reason
that their incomes are just sufficient to meet the
heavy interests that are payable under the Bonds.

If a lesser rate of interest were charged a8 1t would
be, if a Building Society were established, it would’
certainly be a8 blessing to the poorer elass of Indians,

CONGRATULATIONS o
E offer our congratulattons to Mrs.
W Sarojini Naidu, the. Presndent
of the South Afncan Indian
Rev. C F. Andrews,
, ,whose 43th and

nhays fall on the 13th. and

In offermg our,

Congress and the
that¢Eres Im:
56th
12th instant respectively.
sincere congratulatlons, we | are but  ex-
pressing the sentiments of 'the. entu'e
Indian community of South Africa, for to-
them the South African Indian question,
was a subject of tneir own. oy
The advent of Mrs. Naidu in 1924 saw
the awakening of the Indian communlty in.
South Africa. Mrs. Naidu's visit to South,
Africa synchronised with the mtroductlon of
the Class Areas Bill by the Smuts Govern--
ment, and she was present in_the dis-
tinguished gallery in Parliament when r.hat
Government came to grlef resultlng in the
Bill being overthrown. It was an anxious:
moment for the Indian community as the,
hands of the Government were forced by a
few Natal members notably Messrs. J..S.
Marwick and H. G. Mackeurtan, The
Indian question was unknown in theé’ Union
Parliament until Mr. Mackeurtan’s advent.
Mr. Mackeurtan ably assisted as he was by
Mr. Marwick, brought the question to_ the
fore. The introduction of the Class, Areas .
Bill by Mr. Patrick Duncan, the then
Minister of the Interior, was the direct
cause of the continued agltatlon by these
two gentlemen. . " !
Thatis by the way however. .Dxrectly
Mrs. Naidu landed on the shores ‘of South’
Africa, she lost no time in graspmg the .,
Indian question in ils entirety. . Her,
speeches in every centre throughout South
Africa were marked with a profound know--
ledge of the question. Her oratory and’

_ her geniality captured the hearts of the"
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Indians here. Her assistance to the Seuth
African Indiin Congtress Deputation was of
considerable value, and the magnificent work
of the Depuitation in Indid was entirely due
to her handling. o

Of the Rev. C. F. Andrews, we would it
wete possible to devote the entire columirs
of this journal. Though resideit in India,
Mr, Andrews is actually “absent in body but
present in spirit.” His devotion to our
commurity in South Africa is beyond re-
proach. The present is his fourth visit to
South Africa and each visit has seen him
sterner in his battle for fair treatment of the
Indian co::nmp_nity. His visit at the close
of the year i925 was at a most opportune
moment. The agitation was at its heigh,
and hid' ‘pregéhce id South Africa, was
vitttially respbhsible  to Stave off the
ofisliught againsi 6df coitmugity. Mr.
Atidrews ik of 4 Véry quiet disposition.” He
belleves nbdt in making speeches and his
sword. And with that
powerfull pen, he hag ot onfy been able to
inétil ‘intd ‘the ‘minds of many influential
Europeats the sense of justice and fairplay,
but’ ft-Has Ted to 4 turning point in the
history of the Indi4ns in South Africa. He
beliéves i working uriostentatiously and
his labolifs 4f¢ always crowned with success.
He is a humanitdriah in its true sense. ' [t
id a sourcé of pleasure {0, us to léatn thac
My Anidtews will be with 'us for the next
thrée months, - o

We fetvently “pray ‘that Mrs. Sarojini
Naidd and ‘the Rev. €. F. Andrews will
long beé spdred té continde fheir ngble and
unselfish Tabours towatds htimatiy, '

,THE NATIONAL INDILN CONGEESS
TIOHE full report of the Forty Firat Session of
. the National Indisn Congress held under
" the presidentship of Mr. 8, Srinivasa

0

Aiyang'af' at Ghauti afford Jllnterest:mg “reading,

Christivas Wweek "in India is indeed 8 week of
Conferénces. For during tHit weék no centre
that id of any importance in Iadia ¥ withonti

Conference or Congress. And it is ‘remarkablé

that all these . Conferences or. .Congresses are -

msarked with one desire and that is the obtaining
of a statys for Indin—a status that will be worthy
of recognition. . N ; ,
'We are however only concerned with the pro-
cottlings df the National Indian Congress. Forty-
onie years fiave élapsed sincd the Congress meot
—quite a Tenigthy poriod. Add it woild be as
well. to Jook back -upen the Achievements: of the
Congress during these 41 years. Though we

- cannot look with pride upon any of the achieve-
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ments, it has indeed brought about & apidt of
National cunsclousness amobgst the people of
Indis. The interest evidenoced in the Congress
and its works is grester to-day thaa it wad a
decade ago. This is due to the extensivé propa-
ganda work carried cn by the Congress,

In his very able presidentlal speech Mr. S.
Brinivasa Aiyangar has dealt with o few important
matters The programme arranged for the en-
suing yearis u constructive one. An incresse in
‘the usé of Khaddar is pressed, and he has made
an appeal for total prohibition. The liquor traffic
in India is & menacé to the country, and we aro
indeed glad that the attention of the Congress is
being directed towards this great problem. This
traffic is one of those rich avenues from which the
coffers of the Bureaucratioc Government is filled,

*Judyed by any test, humadi arian, national or
spiritual, patriotic or democratic, we cannot with
decency uphold in Hiuduism the dogma of an
immutable untouchability It clouds -our vision,
limits our expefience, hatdens our heart, barfows
our sphere of responsibility snd prevents our
ideals of justice, love and sincerily from being
perfect.” This is indeed a siriking pussage in
the President’s speech. It refers to the question
of untouchability It is a formidable {uestion
and vequires handling by the Nationi #s a whole.
Althoagh it is part of the constructive programme,
itis our opinion that a separate department should
be opened for .he purpose of devising ways and
meahs to rethové unrouchability. It needs sacri-
fitw, but the enormous bensfit that will be derived
will be well worth the sacrifice.

The denial to India by the Jmperial Conference
of the rame status as that enjoyed by the other
Dominions was brought to tbe fore. It is the
weakness of Indians at homs that is the direct
result of this denial. Fer, what ressons can be
assigned for the granting of Dominion status to
all the members of the Conference but India. It
if a direct challenge to modern India, and it
remains to be seen as to whether that challenge
would be taken up. With the National conscious-
ness that is dow present in India, it would not be
ere long that the status is obtained for India.

We find that year after year the same grounds
are covered in the Presidential speeches. What
India fiow requires is a definite move towards
attaining Swaraj.

Swamiji as I knew Him
_(BY M. K. Ganpur)

My first acquaintaniog with Swamiji was when he
was Mahatma Munshitam and that by letter. He
waa then Governor of Kangdi Garukul, his great
original contribution to education, He was not
satisfied with the orthodox Western method. He
wanted his boya to be saturated with Vedic teaching,
and he taught through Hindi, not English. He
wanted them to be and remain DBrahmacharid -
during their training. He had inepired his boye to
contribute to the fund that was then being coflected
for the Satyagrahis of South Africa. And be
wanted them to o so by themaslves labonring as
coolies for hire; for was it not a coolies’ fight in Houth
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Africa? The boys rose to the occasion, earned full
wages and sent them to me, The letter he wrote to
me about this incident was written in Hindi. I
was addressed as ‘my desr brother.” Ii endeared me
to Mahatma Munshiram, we had never met each
other before. )

Andrews was the link between us. He was
anxious that whenever I returned home, I should
malke the acquaintance of what I used to call his
trinity—the Poet, Principal Rudra and Mahatma
Mnunshiram.

From the time of the receipt of that letter, we
became brothers in arms. We met each other in
1915 at his favourite Gurakul and with each meeting
we came closer and knew each other better. His
Jove of ancient India, Sanekrit and Hindi was re-
markable, He was undoubtedly a non-co-operator
before non-co-operation was born. He was im-
patient to gain Swaraj. He bated uantonchability
and was anxious to raise the status of the ‘untouch-
ables.. He could not brook any resiriction wpon
their freedom.

When the Rowlatt agitation was started, he was
among the very first to hail it. He wrote a very
warm letter to me. But the suspensiom of Satya-
graha after the Amritsar and Viramgam tragedies he
conld not upderstand. From that period our dif-
ferences but they never once disturbed the brotherly
relations that subsisted between us, The difference
showed to me his childlike nature, He blurted out
the tenth as he knew it withont regard to conse-
quences. He was daring to a fault. I observed more
and more the temperament diffsrences between us
as time progressed but they only proved to me the
goodness of the soul in him. To think audibly is
no crime, it i8 a virtue.
Swamiji thought andibly.

The Bardoli decision broke his heart. He des-
paired of me. His open protest was most energetic.
Hia private letters to me were still more 8o bat with
the emphasis on the differences there was an equal
emphasis on love. He was not eatisfied with an
avowal of love in mere letters. He sought me out
as opportunity offered and explained his own posi-
tion, tried to understand mine. But the real reason,
as it seems to me, for seeking me out was to assare
me, a8 if any such asgurance was necessary, of nn-
diminisbed love for me as for a younger brother.

My remarks about the Arya Samaj and its great
anthor and my references to bim’ hurt him deeply;
but onr friendship was strong enough to bear the
stain. He could not understand that it was possible
to reconcile my general estimate of the Maharshi
with the guality of forgiveness that he had in a
boundless measore for personal injury. Hia de-
votion to the Maharshi was too great to brook any
criticism of him or his teachings.

He has been soverely eriticised and maligned in
the Musalman press for his Shoddhi movement. I
myself conld not accept his standpoint. I do not
accept it even now. But in my ‘opinion he had a
complete defence of his own position from his own
standpoint. Shuddhi is entitled to the same tolera-
tion that is claimed for Tabligh so long as either re-
mains within moral and legitimate bounds. Bnt
this is not the occasion for entering into an exami-
nation of that highly controversial question. Both
the Tabligh and Shuddhi which ie a reply to the
former have to undergo a radical change. Progress
of liberr] study of religions of the world is bound
to revolutionise the existing clumsy method of
proselytising which looks to the form rather than
the sabstance. Itis the transference of allegiance
from one fold to another and the mutual Qeerying
of rival faiths which gives rise to mutual hatred.

Swamiji's assesgination can be turned to good
account by us if we both Hindus and Musalmans
couald posribly realise the deeper.meaning of Shuddhi.

I cannot close the reminisccnces of the life of a

It is the ball-mark of truth.

great reformer without recalling his last visit to the
Satyagraha Ashram only a few months ago. Let
me assure my Musalman friends that he was ne
bhater of Musalmans. He ondoubtedly distrosted
many Musalmsns. But he bore them no ill-will.
He thonght that Hindus were cowed down and he
wanted them to be brave and be able to defend
themselves and their honour. In this connection
he told me that he was much misunderstood and
that he was absolutely innocent of many things that
were gaid against him. He told me he had several
threatening letters. He was warned by friends not
to travel alone. Butthis man of faith eaid, ‘What
protection shall I seek but of God ? Not a blade of
grass perishes without His will. I know therefore’
that nothing ean happen to me so long. He wishes
me to serve throngh this body.’ !
Daring this stay of his he spoke to the boys and
girla of the Ashram school. He eaid the best pro-
tection of Hinduism must come from within, from
pelf-purification. He put the greatest emphasis on -
the need of Brahmacharya for the building of
character and body. . i

Indians in Fiji and their Position
Mr. C. Chattur Singh, President of the Young -
Men’s Indian Association of Fiji, writes in Navayugs -
as follows :— | , - Lo
The 65,000 Indians in Fiji are regarded aa hewern .
of wood and drawers of water owing to the fact that |
they were introduced into this Colony as coolies +
under the loathsome system of indentare which -
alone accounts for the general impression here that .
Tndia is a “Coolie Country.” = | b AT
When a fow years ago the Right Hon. Srinivasa -
Sastri visited Fiji there was no end of astonishment
among the Europeans and other communities. I :
literally created svnsation and it certainly set them: .
a thinking. Before this was out of the public mind
there came Pandit Govind Sahay Sharma, M.L.C.;
accompanied by his colleagues making things hnm -
again for a while and then followed the visit of Dr. .
S. K. Datta in 1923. . . Y
These vigits of India’s eminent men have been .~
epoch-making in so far a3 India came to be regarded
as gomething more than a. “Coolia Country” and it
donbtless raised the respect and esteem of the Indians
as a people in the eyes of different people in Fiji. s
Public memory being short, naturally this did not ;
last long. Hence the Indians have again gone o .
the position of serfdom and are treated as such. .. -u
Physically, suffice it to say that 9 out of every 10 -
men are unable to defend their poor lives let alome . :
the offending. . : o, ;
As for secular education the 20,000 Indian chils
drgan of school-going age have one . Anglo-Urdn .+
Primary School established by the Government in @
an out of the way place for the education of this *
rising generation and the average attendance at thig
school is below 40, s .
Politically we are “No body.” We pay direct
and indirect taxes which amount to more than any . {
other community in Fiji and yet we have not a
single member of our in the Legislative or Munieipal
anr_xcﬂs.—not even a nominated member! Perhaps -
this is an example of “British justice and fairplay.”
We are still hunting for the meaning of “No¢ taxation
withont representation.,” - - i
All we need, however, at the present juncture ig ‘
a couple of patriots who eould bring the different
scattered elements together with a view to reforming
us from our terrible moral, social and physical con-
ditions. If and when thie is done we feel sure the
other things will follow as a matter of course,, for
we shall then learn to deserve rather than tp b;é.
The cost of living being enormously high and
their earnings insufflcient even to enable to livg
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from hand to mouth the Indian labourers of Fiji
after making repeated representations to the em-
ployers were obliged to go on setrike on the 12th
Febrnary 1921 and continune the struggle on for
about 8ix months when they were again compelled
to eat hamble pie. This was the second and per-
haps the last strike in the history of Fiji.

No sconer the strike . spread from district to
another the Government began right earnestly to
enrol volunteers and special constables and make
preparation on grand scales as though the Germans
had declared war from their graves.

Arms and ammunitions were distributed by the
Goverument from European house to house and
special constables were enrolled in their hundreds
and stationed in the various districts fully armed.
There was no end of threats issmed from different
quarters,

No useful purpose will be served by going into
the details as to how the poor labourers were foreed
to return to work at muoch less a wage than what
they were gotting previous to the strike. The

deportation of their only leader, Basit Mani, the °

humiliztion of the Rajo Commission and the varions
misdeeds of the C.8.R. Company and the Govern-
ment of Fiji are too ugly and numerons to mention.

I might quote an article published in 7%s Pacific

Age under the signature of one Theo D, Raiz who,
I may add, is an anti-Indian and whose propaganda
has been directed for the last few years in the direc-
tion of ‘White Settlement’ and the wholesale com-
pulsory repatriation of the Indians from Fiji.
The only cases of intimidation I have heard of are
those where the C.S.R. Company has used threais
towards the cane growers both Enropeans and
Asiaties. No..1 is the ¢ase of some planters who
were in Sydney at the commencement of the strike.
They on their return te Fiji told other planters that
the Managing Director of the C.8.R. had given
warning that any planter who ran counter to the
Company would .be .dealt with, (2) The Company
threatened the Indian cane growers that if their
countrymen did not retnrn to work for the Com-
pany, the Company would not accept their cane for
crushing. (3) The Company threatened one On Hing,
a8 Chinese cane grower {with some 2500 tons of cane
to cat) that if he were to pay 3s. per day to Indians
the Company would not aceept his cane for crushing,
yet they agreed to him paying a Chinaman £1 per
week and food. (4) The Company has also intimated
throngh the Planters Association that these cane
growers who supported the Company in the present
trouble, in the matter of paying wages in accordancs
with a list submitted to them by the Company, will
probably receive the 10s. bonus for all cane standing
over from 1920. If yow ecan think of more con-
temptible and cowardly examples of bullying and
intimidation not to mention racial persecution than
the examples above referred to commend me to
them,

I myself was told by two influential Earopean
planters that they were prepared to give as much as
3s, per day to their Indian labourers but the Com-
pany would not let them,

The labourers who were getting 2s. 6d. per day
prior to the- strike, on sceing that the Company
backed by the Government were bent on breaking
the strike at any cost and that their leader and
guardian was already deported, had no alternative
but to return to work at 1a. 8d. per day !

‘Where the Government are one and the same
what else can yon expect than subjngation and it is
for this reason that we do not want any labourers to
come to Fiji. :

We have been living in Fiji for the last 47 years
and it is our people who cultivated and made Fijt
habitable and again it i» we who subscribe more

towards the revenne of the Colony than any other
commaunity. Itisan acknowledued fact that we the
Indians pay the largeat direct tax than any other
community and yet in spite of all these and “no
taxation without representation” we are carefully
kept away from the very threshold of the Couneil
chambers. i

There are nearly 70,000 Indians in Fiji but there
is not one man to represent us in the Council not
even &8 nominated member, There are Munieipal
Councils, Legislative and Executive Councils bat
their doors are entirely bolted to the Indians,

The Earopeans, the C.S.R. Company and even the
Government are agitating for more Indian labonrers
and yet they hate to hear the very name of Work-
men’s Compensation Act or Minimum Wage Act.
There is not a single ordinance to safegnard the
interest of labourers nor is the Government prepared
to move in the matter. Under these circumstances
we urge that no labourers should ever be allowed to
leave Indian shores for Fiji.

Spiritual Traditions of the Hindu

Mrs. Ransom’s Appeal

“Always in the background of the Hindo mind
there is a treasure greater than all the gold and
jewels of the world; and it lies in the human heart,”
declared Mrs, Josephine Ransom, who delivered on -
Sunday lust a poblic address before the Shree Sat-
Sadhak Samaj, the Hindu religions society in Jo-
hannesburg,

Speaking in the Patidar Hall, Newtown, Johannes-
burg, before a large gathering of wmembers of the
society, among whom there was a number of Euro-
peans, Mrs. Ransom made an earnest appeal to the
Hindus to fulfil in this country the great spiritual
traditions of their race. In their quest for material
treasare the foreigners, she said, had disturbed the
life of India, “but India in her secret heart despiges
this seeking of material wealth, The great idea still
in India is not the man in his extravagance of sny
kind, whether it be chariot or motor car, who wears
jewels and cloth of gold, bnt the man who attracts
the people of that country is he who gives every-

- thing to serve his fellows, and asks nothing in

return, who spends hia spiritual treasure withont the
slightest thought of reward and only asks that he
shall give more fully and wgradgingly to 2 world
that appreciates or does not appreciate. That is the
type which, above all others, appeals to the Indian
imagination.”

Pointing out that it had taken centuries to come
to a realisation, whether conscionely or unconscions-
ly, that the leader of the Aryan race had meant
them almost in spite of themselves, to carry through
the great things he told them, Mrs. Ransom main-
tained that the trne meaning of Indian life and the
right way to develop her purposes in the world was
that the ancient village system, which was complete
in itself, should be restored and not destroyed, as it
wasd apt to be at present, because the economic con-
ditiona of the world had pressed npon India as in
other lands and changed incient landmarks, The
true way to help was to see that the village system
was restored with all modern appliances and scienti-
fic resources 5o a8 to get the best out of the ancient

ideals. :

India, she emphasised, was the treasnre house of
the Aryan world, for she had not lost the ancient
scripture, ehe had not died and been forgotten of
men, her possession of the law waa still abiding, and
those treasnres were held in trust not for India
alone, nor the Aryan race as a whole, bat for the
use of the world.
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Indians as Travellers

At the Annual Meeting of the S.A.C.T.A. in
Durban, the question of the employment of Asiatic
travellers by firms, was provocative of a very keen
discussion.

The following important motion was snbmitted :~—

“That the S.A.C.T.A. in annnal general meeting
assembled resoives to do all in its power to promote
and support a white standard of civilisation in the
Union of South Africa, and confirms the action of
the Grand Council in dealing with the employment
by Enropean firms of Asiatic travellers and brokers.”

In moving the resolution, 2 member said that the
position doring the last few months had become
acute in regard to Asiatic travellers, He felt that
some steps shounld be taken to proteit the white
travellers in South Africa. It was necessary that
representations be made to the merchants. They
had to do all they could to foster the spirit in the
merchants to employ only white travellers. The
question of status entered largely into the matter.
The definition of a traveller was a business man
calling npon business houses for bunasiness purposes,
and they would realise that the men ithey were
fighting came within that definition. Therefore the
question was franght with difficalty, but they would
have to fight strenuously for their rights.

Mr. Turners said that it gave him very great
pleasure to second this motion, becaunse, though they
in Natal were well acqoainted of the circumstances,
they had to get the support of representatives of
other districta. In order to get their support and
asgistance in this matter, they felt that the details
must be laid before the meeting, so that members
might judge the question as they in Natal had al-
ready judged it. Some nine years ago a great com-
plaint was bronght to our committee that merchants
were beginning to employ Indian travellers to re-
present them on the road. Many of our members
realised that, and realised what it become in other
districts, if not stopped at once. While many mem-
bers sympathise with our position in the matter
their difficulty is that they represent housea which
themselves employ Indian travellers. He was not
in that position himself, and felt it to be his duty
to take up this work for the S.A.C.T.A. With the
assigtance of the Aunnual General Meeting which
was held in Johannesburg nine years ago this matter
‘was brought up by the then Chairman, and with the
assistance of those to whom the positicn was ex-
plained, it was decided that each district deal with
the matter locally, with the help of the General
Secretary of the Association. Within a short time
—three months—we were able to report that al-
though 21 hounses acknowledged employing Indian
travellers, no less than- 20 of them agreed to take
them off the road.

That was nine years ago, and it has come a8 a sar-
prise that the question has again arisen. New firms
have opened and employed Indian travellers. They
in Natal asked the Grand Council for assistance in
this matter, and the General Secretary came roand
here and dealt with these merchants, Now, how-
ever, there appeared to be a certain “camouflaging”
of the position. On the previous occasion each one
admitted employing these Indian travellers, but
now they claim that they are not commerical travel-
lers, but brokers, Now, what is a commereial travel-
ler 7 he asked. The rule says that he is a man
calling on business houses for a business pburpose,
You may pay him by commission or salary; he is a
commercial traveller. When they were told that
these Indiuns were not commerecial travellers they
were nonplussed. The Association of Brokers in-
tend to take up the matter, and the Annual Meeting
of .2‘1‘1; %l;ﬁz:: of Commerce will also deal with it:

war unitiond to tike the i
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matter in their hands. At the same -time the gques-
tion is of such importance that any doubts which
members may have might well be ssttled at this
meeting. He thonght they should raise the slogan
of “Indian travellers for Indian Houses and Euro-
pean travellers for Enropean HomnseS,” They had
no fault to find with the Indian traveller; he was
looking for a job. What they had to fight was the
European who employs the Indian. In dealing
with the rights and wrongs of the question, he
would ask : “Does it pay to employ Indian travel-
lers ? He held that it did not, aud gave reasons for
go doing. The traveller kad to know the cost,
markets, policy, finance of his firm. The Enropean
taaveller was the finest in the world. - There were
many merchants who would not deal with an Indian

traveller, however plausible he might be, Thees

are the firms the Asscciation coald look to for sap-

port. The merchants in Durban were going to stand

by the white standard and help us in every way. If

they allowed this thing to spread where would it

end ? he asked. The question is now” becoming an

important one to the Transvaal. We know also

certain firms in Capetown who employ Indian

travellers, and it will not be long before it spreads.

Therefore he asked them to sopport Natal and pass

the motion as it would be to the general benefit of

the S.A.C.T.A. as a whole.” .

Another member said that the trouble was that
the members of the S.A.C.T.A. had no confidence
in the thing. If men were afraid to approach their
employers and tell them they would not work for a
firm that employed Indians, the evil would socon he
remedied. He had worked for two firms during
the year who had employed Indians in the Trans-
vaal. He had complained, and was told that if he
did not care to work with Indians they were sorry.

A fourth member thought that nothing very
much could be .done at that particular conference,
but the matter was being strongly taken up by the
Chamber of Commerce,’ the Wholssile Houses
Association, and the Brokers’ Association. He
suggested thata vote of thanks should be given to
Mr. Tarner, the “Father of the Association” who
was looking after their interests. He wanted it to
be placed on record that the conference appreciated
what Mr. Turner had done. : )

A Transvaaler said that it could not be denied
that they suffered a good deal in the Transvaal just
as Natal, He was in accord with Mr. Tuarner's
slogan of “Indian travellers for Indian firms” It
was asked that the report on the Indian qguestion
should be not given out to the Presa, S

The Chairman asked whether the last speaker re-
ferred to the names of the speakers. The reply was
in the affirmative. In consequence, the names of
the speakers, with the exception of Mr, Turner, have
been withheld. . :

The motion was agreed to unanimously,
this stage the conference adjourned for lunch.

The above is a copy of the proceeds of the South
African Commercial Travellers Association assembled
in Durban during December, 1926, copied from the
On The Road, the official organ of the S.A.C.T-A. in
ita of February 1927, '

I know the names of a few Travellers who
regularly call on Indian merchants, on the Natal
Main Line, and who pretend to be very friendly
towards them. These are the very travellers, who,
when call on the Indians speak with kindness to.
ghow that they are not anti-Asiatic, yet they are,
as c_onld be seen from the above resolution passed
against the Indian Travellers (I should say against
the Indian community) at their assembly., To the
Indian merchants I must say that “Please boware of
them in future, bécause fonie 6f you even open out
secrets to them, and you *give, them orders whieh

sbitietimed rau intd pages.’” Y " o " & V]
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The Story of My Experiments
With Truth

{ By M. K. GanpHI]

Parr IL
Chapter XIII

‘WHAT IT I8 TO BE A COOLIE

It wonld be out of place here to describe fully the
gondition of Indians in the Transvaal and the
Orange Free State. I would suggest that those who
wish to have a full idea of it may tarn to my Hislory
of Salyagraha i South Africa. It is however necessary
to give here a brief outline. -

In the Orange Free Btate the Indianas were dis~
possessed of all their rights by a special law enacted
in 1888 or evan earlier. If they chose to aiay there,
they could do s0 only to serve as waiters in hotels
or to pursne some such menial calling, The tradera
were driven away with a ‘nominal compensation.
They brought forward representations and petitions.
But theirs wasa cry in the wilderness.

+ 7 INDIANS QANNOT WALK ON FOOT-PATHS

A very stringent enactment was passed in the
Transvaal in 1885. It was slightly .improved in
1886 and it was provided under the amended law
that all Indians shonld pay s poll-tax of £3 aa fee
for entry into the Transvaal. They might not have
land excopting in locations set apart for them, and
in practice even that was not to be ownership. They
had no. franchisa. All this was ander the special
law for Asiatica to whoin the laws for the coloured
people were:also applied. ' Under theas, Indians
might:not walk on publi¢ footpaths, and might not
move ot of doors after 9 p.m. without a permit.
The enforcement of this- lnet regnlation was elastio
80 far as the Indians were. concerned, Those who
pagged off a8 'Arabs’ were, as s matter of favour,
exempted from ‘it. - The exemption thus natnmlly
depended on the sweet will of the police,

i1 had to experience the effect of both these regn.
lations. I often weut ont at night for,a walk with
Mp. Coates, and we rarely got back home much he-
fore 10: o'clook. ' What if the police srreasted me ?
Mr. Coates was more concerned ahont this than T.
He had to issue passes to his negro servants, Bat
how conld he give one to me 7 Only & master might
jsaue a permit to & pervant, If I had wanted onse,
ard even if Mr. Coatea had been ready to give it, he
might not have done 8o, for it wonld have been frand.

; 8o Mr. Coates or some friend of his (I forget
which) t.ook me to .the State Attorney Dr. Krause,
Wa turned out to ba barristers of thesame Inn, The
faot that I needed s pass to enable me to be ont of
doors after 9 p.m. was too mueh for him. He ex.
preased sympathy for me, Instead of ordering for

me 8 pass, he gave me a letter authorising e 10 ba.

ont of doors at all honrs without police Interference,
I always kept thia letter on me whenaver I went ont,
The fact that ] pever had to make use of it was s
mere accident.

Dr. Krause invihad me to h:s place and we may
be sair.ta .bgve become friends. I qccasiopally
called on him and it was through that I was. intro-
dueed to his more famous hrother, who was Publie
Prosecutqr in Johannesburg. Dunng the Boer War
he was oonrt-martialled for conspiring 1o murder an
English officer and was sentenced to imprigopment
for sgven years. He was also disharred the Benohers,
On the termination of hostilities, he, Dr. Krause,
was releaged and being honourably re-admitted to
the Tranévaal bar, resumed practice,

These donnections were useful to wme later on in
my publie’ life and simplified much of my work.

Etog WirHOUT WARNING

'Thé coliseljubhtioh of thd apglidat{on of the regus

Wlon regording the Wea of Zootpmhie were rathey
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perious for me. 1 always went out for a walk
through Preaident Streot to an open plain, President
Kruger's house was in this street,—a very modest,
nnostentations building, withont a garden and not
distingmishable from other bouses in ita neighbour-
hood. The honses of many qf the millionaires in
Pretoria were far more pretentions and were sur-
rounded by gardens. Indeed Presilent Krager's
simplicity was proverbial. Only the prasence of a
police patrol before the honse indicated that it
belonged to some official. I nearly always went
along the footpath past this patrol withont the
slighteat hitch or hindrance,

Now the man on duty nsed to be changed from
time to time. Once one of theses men without giving
me the slightest warning, without even having asked
me to leave the footpath, pushed and kicked me
into the street. I was dismayed. Before I conld
question him as to his behaviour, Mr. Coates who
bkappened to be passing the spot on horseback hailed
me and said : .

“Gandhi, [ have seen everything. 1 shall gladly
be your witness in court if yon proceed against the
man., [ am very sorry you bave beon 80 rudely
assanlted.”

‘Yon need not be sorry,” I said. What doea the
poor man know 7 All colonred people are the same
to hin. He no doubt treats Negroes just as he hus
treated me, [ have mada it a rala not to go to coart
in respect of any personal grievance. So I do not
intend to proceed against him.'

‘That is just like yon,’ maid Mr. Coates, but do
think it over amain. We must teach suach men a
lesson.' He then spoke to the policeman and repri-
manded him. I could not follow their talk, as it
was in Datch, the policeman being a Boer, But he
apologised to me, for which there was no need. I
had already forgiven him,

But I never again went through thia street. There
wonld be other men coming in this man's place, and
ignorant of the incident, and they wonld behave
likewise. Why should I nnnecessarily court another
kick ? I therefora selected a different wull.

The incident deepened my feeling for the Indian
gettlers. I discussed with them the advisability of
making » test case, if it were found necessary to do
g0 after having seen the Brilish Agent in the matter
of these regulations.

I thus made an intimate study of the hard con-
dition of the Indian settlers, pot only by reading
and hearing about it, hut by personal experience.
I saw that South Africa was no country for a solf-
respecting Indian, and my mind became more and
more occupied with the queation as to how the con-
dition might be changed.

But my principal duty for the moment was to
attend to the case of Dada Abdulla,
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