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CORPORATION-OWNED SLUMS

ASTOUNDING - REVELATIONS OF APPALLINGLY 'SQUALID CONDITIONS

- . .’ .o

HE Dirrban Corporation have a sanitary depart-
ment whose vigilance in keeping strict sani-

tation in the Town has often been deservedly
praised. But while private people are being severely
dealt with for the non-compliance with sanitary
by-laws what of the Corporation themselves who
break their own-made laws. Is there no one to
punish them ? ° That is what one wonders on

reading the following account given by the special -

representative of the Valal Adverfiser of the condi-
tions prevailing in the slums owned by the Durban
Corporation :—

. It ia no exaggeration to say—and the statement is
quite a dispassionate one—that the Corporation of
Durban is condoning and practising one of the most
viciona habits that can be practised by any city of
any magnitude, It has built slums, and into these
it herds thousands of unfortunate men, women and
children, and any ambition they may have had to
attain a decent standard of living is submerged com-
pletely by their miserable environment. Filth is
the hall mark of the three barracks I wvisited this
morning. :

This is a new country. India has countless
centuries behind it. - In India, poverty-stricken con-
ditions are more or less expected, since they are the
legacy left by the India of yesterday, while little
attempt was made to uplift and enlighten the popu-
lation. Instead of profiting by the pictures held np
to it by India, Natal is starting its Indian popula-
tion in the same vile conditions as exist in that age-
old country. .

No right-minded man can see the hopelessly de-
grading conditions in the Corporation slams and
then tell himeelf that the inmates are snitably pro-
vided for. There is not a person in Durban who
could paes through thoee areas and come away with-
out a feeling of repulsion.

Little Indian mothers of 22 and 23 years of age,
with their families of four and five, battle bravely
but vainly to overcome some of the squalor and

make their rotting habitations worth while for their

children. Families of nine and ten crawl into the
dirty single rooms, which are their all, and spread
about on the floor to spend their nights in suffocating
discornfort. ’

The fathers work for their daily bread from the
hands of a generous Corporation, which runs an
ideal borough; the mothers wash and dress their
chidren as best thoy can and send them away to
learn a little of the white man’s ideas of hygiene;
-the children enter heart and sonl inte the stndies.
But it is all to no parpose, for with all their con-
scientiously stundied kmowledge the little ones can-
not combat the cironmstances with which they are
faced when they return to their hovels for the night.

There are three aspeets of this question——the houvs-

ing conditions, the living conditions and the social

side.
How Hundreds are Herded in. Squalor

This morning I visited the magazine barracks and
the stable barracks, both on the Eastern Vlei, and
the barracks located in the vicinity of the power

_best they may.

station. - Everywhere it wag the same thing—over.
crowding and filth. In the majority of cases the
rooms provided for these people in the® barracks
were 12 feet by 12 fest by 10 feet, but occasionally
one came across rooms measuring 12 ft. by 10ft.
They reeked of stagnant filth, filth that could not be
chocked owing to the astoundingly mean conditions
of the premises. .

1n one snch room in the magazine barracks, 10
people live, thezo being the mother and sons and
daughters, two of the former being employees of the
Corporation, O this family the father died a fef
months ago after 20 years' service for a landlor d
who cared, it would seem, not one whit whether hi®
life was one of misery or comfort 80 long as he perS
formed the work allotted him without grumble.

The Bgthrooms

. The buildings in these barracks, squalid and mean
as they were, were felt by the inmates to be as good
a home as they could expect, and the only objection
they had tb their conditions was in respect of the
bathrooms.. Here, in a small room barely eight feet
square, must the men carry out their ablutions,
There is no accommodation for undressing, there is
no privacy, go that the littls children ranning ' about
in the grimed yard are not to be prevented from
walching their parenta bathing.- -

- Tf the living rooms and the bathrooms are deplor-
able, the kitchens in this locality are worse. ~Pokey
tin shanties, affording barely sufficient room fo turn.
around, are all that these people are permitted.
There are no~ chimneys, so that the smoke hangs °
about against the low roof in a choldng pall, with
B}rt a stfnall part of it filtering through the chinks in-

e roof, ’

Magazine barracke afford accommodation for about
2,700 people. There are 14 mean bathrooms, so
that, making allowance for women and children, it
is safe to estimate that some 30 or 40 men must
cleanse themselves as best they can in one dirty hole.

. “Most of these men,”. wrote one of the inmates,
are being forced to bathe in their kitchens, and for
this they are being arrested and made to pay a fine.”
One was staggered by the atate .of affairs in the
stable barracks, which lie towards jhe coast; where
the ever-shifting sands fall in a fine, gritty pall over

" everything and everyone. .Yn these :barracks ‘many

of the rooms are built below the level of the yard.
* The floors have rotted away, the galvanised iron
roofs and walls have perished. There is no guttering
to the verandah roof, so that when the rains' come a
constant curtain of water obscures the outside view.
With no drains to take it, the water floats about in.
the yard, over the muddied verandah until it apills
itself - into the rooma all along the line, Indians
—husbands, wives and babes—are forced to cuxl up
on the soaked floors and sleep the night through as
: : -t

Terrible Conditioﬁs

An Indian woman shrilled i Tamil ;

",
See th
!aathroon‘:s, the bathrooms for the women }” . °
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No word is mote expressive for this disgusting
provision than the simple one of ‘“rotten.”

The women of the Indian community in that area
are forced to bathe in latrines. The place was stink-
ing. - An open gutter was clogged, and filth fioated
therein 1o & depth of about aix inchea,

Above the wholo place s tattered U:_xion Jack -

flicked itself against {ts staff. .
Retuming to towh, a visit was made to the bar-
racks near the power station.
“Thoss have been oondemned,” is the official
_slogan when this dirty spot ia mentioned. But, con-
demned they may be, they are still inbabited.
Hereagain the quarierd were mean and piilfally
squalid, but worst of all i a storm-water drain
which rans ander the buildings, This drain, which
is open at either end, was clogged this morning; as,
I was told; it is invariably ologged, and in its open
depth of thres feet or #o it is a perfeot death-trap for

the tottering brown babies; who crawl about in the.

filth all day. _

Sapitation in any shape or form has yet to be
heard of in the living accommodation provided for
the Oorporation employees by those who have been

with care and control of Durban.

Whole Families Sleeping Together

. ¥fhe lives led by the unfottunates who have been
forced to regird the corporation slaoms as their
homes are shameful,

It those condemined erections behind the power
station are to be found some of the most staggering
slum conditions that one conld conceive. In rooms
built back to back thess families are herded. Under
giich architacture ventilation is out of the question,
and when the door 18 closed at hight, there begins
a gradual stagnation of the imprisoned air antil
morning finds the roors fouled and totally unfit for
htman habitation, Louog suffering a8 they are, the
Indiund in these quarters have been forced to raise
their voicos in proteet.

» A boy of 12 or 13 stood in the doorway of one of
the fooms, and He told how he and his six brothers
and sisters, with their parents sll slept on the floor,
huddled together,
slept under the same conditions, But that in not
all,. He and his eisters, fast nearing the Indian
marringable age, have slept side by side on the floor

. for years: Babies are bora under their-eyes,
. Pathos clings to every sight in these awful

(AR - A Painful Accident

On Sunday a ceaseless tain dripped on to the fire
in one of the rotting kitchens, and when the mother
found It imposaible to continne her cooking, she
removed the fire to the Nving room and there sét a
pot of water over the glow. While the water was
boiling the fire was gradually falling away, and
saddenly. the whole outfit overturned. Two tiny
baby girle were torribly scalded. One was rushed
to the hespital where she is still au inmate, and the
other; too tender jn years fo be taken from the side
of its mother, was kepé at home and the diatracted
perents did the best they could to alleviate its
pufferingn. . .

. This morning I went into the room of misfortnne
and wns staggered by the poignancy of the sight.
There on the floor lay the baby. Bandages swatohed
its arms, face and chest; it was crying pitifully ;
the agony must have beea- awful. And all through
the lack of slemantary cooking facilities.

There are those in onr midst who would try to
tako the Indian ohild and teach it to overcome the
dissdventages under whick. it lives, bui their
endeavours barely find ssed before they are uprooted
and the ideal is lost.

There is a little school down in Oross Street,
known a8 the Oro? Steeet- Indian Girls" 8chool,
where a devoted staf of teachers under t.he' control

. thing at all,

In another room a boy of 18 .

. forcea. The

of ahard-woi-king woman, Mim Port.m; apend thei
day. instilling Into the receptive minds or their
shamefully-overcrawded clusacs the elements of

- hygiene which could alleviate some of the misery -

of their home life. But to what parpose is it all
Thosp 262 children in a ahed-lil;re 2‘111[.!]0 roonzlri ira
bappy in their learning during the day. Yet they
must needs go back at night to the haunts of misery
in which they are destined to spend their tender
lives, The atmosphere of the homes is overwhelm-
ing : they try to match their Httle knowledge against
it, but what a poor chance they have of doing any-

Happy and Smiling

When visiting that sohool this morning I was
sm-pmed: to see the apick and span ochildren, with
clean smiling faces and sparkling eyes. They loved
an.d h.ved every moment of their school hours. The
principal called them out to perform a little flag
dance for the benefit of the wisitor, and notwith-
standing the fineness of it all, it was pathstic to see
the enthusiasm ef those children. They waved
their miniature Union Jacks and marched in first-’
class time ; bat one could not forget that at the end
of the day they would all tarn back to those squalid:
homes and lose their disciplined identity amid the
INCANNERS,

The Corporation has pleaded inany excudes for
refraining from spending money for the benefit of
thelr own employees. Thoy must needs build a
now road in the fushionable part of the town ; they
must do this; they must do that. Buat the man
who does the donkey wurk—well, why should they
worry about him ? :

What would the visitor to Darbuyn think of sach
a state of affairs ?

Notes and ‘News

AHATMA GANDHI writes in Young /ndia
as followa on the Indian delegation whioh is
on its way to Bouth Africa ta disouss the

Asiatic problemn with the Union Government at
Capetown next month :— .

-I have already expressed my opinion aboht 8ir
Mahomed Habibulla’'s doputation, It is a carefnlly
made choice. I am glad to find that it has been
blessed by the public. - The question of the staiua
of Indians oversens is perhaps the one question on
which all parties are united. Hindns, Mussalmans,
Christiana, Parsis eto,, speak with one voice. Iuro-
pean opinion coincides with the Indian. Tho
Government backs public opinion. All this unity
is needed if the canse of junstice is to be vindicated.
This remarkable naanimity of opinlon cannot bnt
react npon Sonth African opinion. But this unity
need not be confined to the question of the étatus
of Indians abroad, Is it too much to wish to extend
it to other oqually natnrul and pure onuses ¢ Or is
unity possible only on questions remote in spaco
from the actors # Trme ynity comes of iteelf. "No
attempt had to be made for achicving unity of
opinion on the South African gueetion. .All in-~
gtinctively thought alike. Unity on other matters

. will also gome instinctively, when its time has come..

I am optimietic enough to think that it is coming
sooner than many of ns expect or imagine. But let
us return to the deputation. The settlors in Boath
Africa have in Mr. O. F. Andrews s link
between the deputation and themselves as also
between the Union Government and themselves.
Let them make the most of the opportunity that has
prescnted itself to them. They must nuito all their
best workers. among them should

toct all the material and ‘place it st Mr
Anlrows' disposal They should understand the

i
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limits of the deputation and they musé be as firm
in their presentation of their clalin as oune expects
them to be moderate. Moderation, firmness and
mity cotnbifiad with sbeolute edherencs to truth

should make victory easily possible,

Up bo the time of going to Press the death roll bas
risent UP to 14 sad 38 Indians are regeiving treatment at
the Inolation Hoepizal.

The following telegram has been received by the
Mayor of Durbaa from the Minister of the Interior in
. reply to the Oouboll's invitation that the forthcowing
| Oonference between representatives of the Union and
Iodistr Governments should be held in Durban >
+ “Your 9th instant to Acting Prime Minister,
_ After consaitation with Government of Iedia it has been
Ml{vdddndﬁdvenmdﬂmlmﬁllh Cape-
wown. Whilst thankiny you for your offer I regret it in
oot possible to sooept the invitation of your Council,”

+ The Smallpos Epidemic Committee of the Natal Iu-
dian Congress met last Monday when the question of the
renewed outbreak of amnI]Box within the Borongh was
discussed. ‘The Rev. C. F. Andrews as chairman, stated
that the medical authorities wotld be glad if the Indian
leaders wonld bring home te the poorer Indians ihe
ity for immediate vaocination in case any

that every effort should
b :{dnd]t::u oammiudnity indiahl,
vaccinated, o aveid an

urther outbreak. They have been nrged’to getguclmal
touch with the health authorities in their districts, and

8

<q

WANT to make two or three things clear at
]1 the otteed bofore making any oomments on
what I have seen in Durban, First of all, I
have seen much worse slum _ocopditjons i
'Englm_glwhexia I worked many years ago and in
i have working ever—&ince
ki o

smoog e also geon. woree cases of

“mranicapal ~ Deglect. But it seems to me to be

patpably true, that
right,.

Becondly, after full enquiries I am comvineed
that Indian and European laudlords sre very
mruch 10 blame for the condition of things with
regard to the poor that now exist in Durban. 1
have said this openly; and in my own public
message to the Indian community which was
bmdoMmmthemwspapmanQinthqudinn
vernaculars, the most solemn warning wss given,
in language that went home, that God was dis-
pleased at the oppression of the poor, But sgain
I would add st once, two wrongs never make one
right; and the selfishness that I have seen on the
partof the white ruling race since I pfidertos
thelomvmgaunngoonoemingtho]mdngocftho

two wrongs never make one

poorisoq;m]ly d
whom much ig given from him much, will be ze~

quired. L vy.
Now let me say plainly what I saw Jast Sunday.
Instead of going to I went to the Cor-
ation barracks. corrugated iron sheds, in

which Dirbatr munieipal authorities house many
of their employes ought to have been condemned
long ago. Théy bresk every single tule of health
including the municipal rules which have been
published in every Indien language I haverseen’
the copies of this munivcipal pamphlet, which gives
" the rulee for Indians to read. It is many years old,
obviously, and it was published in all good faith.
It states that 300 oubic feet air space must be;
allowed in building for each individual in fesis.
dence. That works out at a room 12x12¢10 to
aecommodate 5 people, :
A week ago, when I was engaged fn the same
"task, I found & family group of 11 persons, those
of whom were in municipal employment,. living in
one room of 12x12r10 dimensions. After report-
ing it to the housing Committee, I hive beest glad
to find that action has been taken and I hear that
the family haa been given two rooma in the new
barracks. Bus I could easily go on and give the’
Corporation quite & long list of over-érowded
families which break through their regulations
almoet-equally badly. There is, for ‘instance, a
father and mother- and seven children who are
only allowed one room of  12x12x10 in the very
worst barracks I have yet seen. = There'is another
father and mothér and seven children living in
another room in the same block, in aa even more
dilapidated condition. It is quite impossible -te
describe the misery of these poor people.: T am
asking to be reprinted, in another part of this
issus, an article which was written by a Reporter .

'
'
- THE SL?QE‘%M 7). of~  .of the Natal Advertiser who went ronnd with :me
'~ (BY C_F. ANDREWS)— [loc5%%yiMSh. on g tour of inspection. Thers is no ‘neosesity to -

repeat what he has deseribed. The Reporter of -
the Natal' Mevoury uses jusé the same languags
and I can vouch for its correctness. © "+ - T ¢
We are shomefully late 1n discovering -all . these
things. It is terrible to think. that these condis .
tions have gone on so long -wiremsdied, - Thd
 silent tebuke contained in the gratitade of these
poor people when we came at last i3 a sufficient
witnesas to the depth of our own eriminal carelegss:
-ness and negloct of onr own brothers and gisters.
God grant that we may be able soon to help to
put things right that we may not be guilty of a
similar offence agaiun. The poet, Rabindransth
Tagore has ssid in his wonderful prayer to God:=
% Strike, Lord, strike at the root of penury. -
im my heart. : ‘
Give me the strength,
Or bow my knee before insolent might.” - .
We have learnt the lntter part of that prayer
lately. We do not bow our kness before’ insolent
might as we did before. Bat it ia equally mean
snd degrading to character, it is equally & soot of .

never to dimwﬁ '
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i : ly or carelessly
‘ penury in the heart * contemptuounsly ¢ .
ofo unthinkingly to “ disown the poor.” May God
save us also from that sin.

~ AT NG
The Search For God > -
—~—— -

{By C. F. A'N'-Dnzws)'

In a new Anthology, 1 bave just been readiag one of
Jalaluddin Rumi's poems, trsnslated iato English; and

it haa touched me 8o deeply, aud given 80 remark-

ably the message I needed in the difficalt work that lies
abead in South Africs, that [ have determined to copy it
out and gbare it with the readers of Young ndia before
I go, in the hope that it may uppeal to them as it has
aptealed to me. It runs as follows :—

Ho asked : Who standeth at My door ?
I answered : Thy indigent slave,
Heasked : What dost thon have ? .
I said : I am come to greet thee; O my Lord;
He asked : How long wilt thou persist.?
I said : Until Thon cull me ip;
He asked : How long wilt thon desire it ?
I eaid = Till the last day of time, O Lord !
I laid claim to His love :
* for love of Him I had renonnced wealth and power.
He asked : Doth not a judge demand a witness to
' - prove a ulaim ?
Ipaid : Lord, tears are my witness, and thig pale face
of wine the evidence,
He asked : Is thy wikness trostworthy, when thine
¢yes are wayward ?
I sid; I swear, by Thy great J ustice, they are pare
: | free from gailt. - :
He asked : What desirest thou of Me ?
Ieaid : Thy constancy and friendship!
He agked : Who was thy comrade ?
I raid : The-thought of Thee,0 King!
‘He asked : 'Who called thee hither ?-
I said : The ramour of Thy Festival,
O ask ve no more from me. Were [ to tell you more
words of His, ye would barst your boads; no roof or door

could restrain you.

Jalaluddin Rumi, in Central Asia, was the contem-
porary of St. Francis of Assmi,—the seven hundredth
anniversary of whose death will be celebrated in Italy,
and elsewhere, jusk about the time that this article will
appear in the press. God, in His infnite compassion
and mercy, bas no Eaat and Weat, buat only one family of

wankind, to which we all belovg: wherein we all alike

me on my journey.
There have been many voices of disconrngement of
ﬁ:, ata_tmg.——w{l‘l:tsO SBetl;lS zl;nosb evident on the surface,
journeys u Tica ate usel while the

bar remains 8o firm) established ; hi i

ferior autl sabjeot race. Al thig I konow full wel
afbitter aed i%bilmateh experience, ortheleny, 1o o
of sn Asiatic Bill, which has onl been suspepded
drawn, [ ha;g confidence ag;d bope. For eG:;dm;
keeping Hia high Festival in baman hearts,
love i and English,
even ag He is doing here among ourselves; and sarely He

:&l& E-:té T there a8 the Companion who is my Lord

“ He asked : Who calleq thee hither ?
I snid : Themmourof'.l‘hy Festiv:f. '
0 ask ye 10 more from me 1 Were I to tell you more

words of His, ye would burst :
doorcouldmmy'n!n  7urst yoor bonds: no roof or

I took solemn oath, that .

" ily
ing the précions thought of it with -

Hawkers’ Licences
Municipalities and Jurisdiction .

The decision that, contrary to a Provincial Cougej)
Ordinance, a bawker eannot be forced by = municipality
to take out a hawker's licence while he: holds 4 Govery.
ment licence to tradews a pediar was made at the Pre.
toria Magistrate’s Conrt when judgment was given
Mr. W. A. Rowan ip the case in which Padiachy, an Ip.
dian flower-seller, was charged by.t.be Pretoria Munigi-
pality with trading in the Pretoria streets contrary to
regulations and withont a licence. Padiachy was dis-
cbarged on both counts, ,

According to this judgment flower sellers who Lrade in
most of the streets of the Trapsvaal towns will be.
allowed to carry on. : -

The defence, for which Mr. Carlewis appeared, " was
that the Ordinance under which Padiachy was charged
was wiira vires. Padiachy, it was stated in evidence, had
a Government licence to trade anywhere in the muaici.
pality of Pretoria. Although under the Licensing Ach_
flower seilers did not bave to carry a Government - licence

it was contended that the Government licence covered

* flowersander the term “any goods."

Municipality’s Power

Delivering judgment, Mr. Rowan asid there was an
incongruity in bgsl:wo charges, as one alleged that the
Act was prohibited and the other indioted Padiachy for
not having a ticence under this forbidden Act. * The
munieipality had the right to “regu'ate, supervise and
licence™ street traders. It did not have the ‘power to
sappress them, but actually implied that they coald nat
be suppressed.. Therefore, the validity of Section 12
Government Ordinance No. 875 of 1906, conld not be
upheld and in so far as it prohibited street trading by
street licences it was ulirg vires. Aocused would, there-
fore, be diccharged on this connt. ‘ :

The second charge raised the point whether street
trading did not inelude the activitics of such sireet traders.
as hawkers and pedlars.  After reviewing the ordinances
and by-faws Mr. Rowan said he must ocome to the con- ¢
clasion that he wag justified in holding that persons who
sold flowers on the public streets of Pretoria were not, re-
quired to provide themselves with bawkers’ or pedlars’
licences. Padiachy would, sherefore, be discharged on
both counte.—7%e Stay, - - -

The Truth About East Affica

The Loss of Southern Rhodesia As s Free
Immigrant Country o

.. (BY C. F. AnDrREWS)

Nothing could be worse in the long run than feeding
odrgelves on vain hopes about the [ndian position in
Africa, It is much better to know the teath (as far as
we can) aud the whole trath, withoug reservation.

While we have to struggle to maiatgin every inoh of
the ground and not to foze
Possibly can, yet at the game time, a3 realiste, facing the
hart} facts of life, the time has come when we wmus!
‘Tealige how bad our position i9, and not expec; to gain an
pasy viotory, while [udia herself is ip such a weak and
pped political condition.. The Imperial Con-
has bed the position of Tudia to-day in
vague language. Indja js pot quite in the old sense of
Dependency” noc she is she & “Dominion,”
though she 18 allowed to take a part with the Dominions
at the Imperial Conference jtself. She is described in the
th ciprocity  Agreement 88 an “important part of the
w::ﬂl g:zn:ﬁnwealeh bl:f Nations” "and that evideatly
- 0S¢ gentlemen, who famous
Resolution, conld distiognish for.~ S0 9P thab

ere then, in the story I am abons to kell, is an example’
of Bow this “important, part, of the British Common-
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we.dth of Nations” js treated by another *‘important
par.” namely ‘Sonthern Rbodesia. The statement is made
by one of the late Indian domiciled residents of Southern
Bhodesia. He holds Residenjal Certificate number 254
jwmed on October 9th, 1919, and & passport of the Rho-
desiap Governtuent number 2604 issued in October 27th
1919, ‘

The statement reads as follows :— .

“I entered the Rhodesian territory at the end 1912 in
company with my father, and I have resided at Bule-
woyo ever since. My father was a bawker of fruit. I
wes sent to Balawayo coloured achool from 1918 to 1916
for I was edocated to read and write Knglish, :

;“After leaving school I took the place of & servant in
my brother Adamji Ismail’s store at 18th aveone,
Lobeganda Street, Bulawayo., My service waa from 1916
to the end of 1919, I do not know how much my regular
wogres were, but my father knows it. I had not any-
thing fixed about my wages at my brother's store, bat as
my brother respects me I believe he will give me a good
m{ary when I return. About £10 s month he will give
me. When I left Bulawayo in 1919 it was for a holiday
to et married and to go home to my parents in India.

“My father left Bulawayo at the beginning of 1919 to
goto India. At the time I left Bolawayo my brotber
gave me £135 and told me that the sum of mouey was
the balance of my wages. He told me that out of that
talance be wonld open another store and-take me into
partoership.  As he informed me, my brother opened
tnother store opposite the ‘Chronicle’ Office between 9th
and 10th Avenues, Rhodes Strect, Bulawayo, In that
business we were tbree partners, Adamji Iamail Sossat,
Hasan Ismail Sussat and Musaji Ismail Snssat, We
wrried on the bosiness as Adamji Broa. Another etore
was catried in the purtnership at 13th Avenue, Rhodes
Bireet, under same partnership, Adamji Ismail Sussat,
Hassan Iemail Sussat end Musaji Ismail Soseat as
@eneral Dealers. I have a third share in the above-
mentioned stores, gt

1 left Bulawayo in November 1919 for a holiday to
Indin. "My marrisge to Khatija, the danghter of Ebra-
him Hasa, was concluded, After my marriage I did not
do any work. The reason of my living 20 mnch longer
it Indih, was that my patents were always unhealthy and-
# they were old now they could mt do anything for
themeelves and I was left for their protection.

“After some time, my brother sent me some money for
my expenses, £20, £30, £15, £25, ont of the sum of my
wages f-r two years and 11 months, namely £350,
‘There is still left with my brother £120, which has been
carried into the partuership of Adamji Bres, These ex-
E:nm of mine have been going on, also my brothers

ve remitted some money to my parents, but I do not
know how much- My father knows it. ‘

-+ “After two years' absence I made up my mind to come
to Rbodesia; but nobody was to take care of my parents.

I conld not: come, .

“Now the cause of my coming has been -that some
people from Rhodesia came and told me that my resi-
dential oertificate wnuld not hold good any longer and
that the Immigration Department was pussing some new
lawa.” Therefore I made up my mind to go back to my

place in Rhodesis, as otherwice perhaps I might lose my -

rights. Therefore I have come back so quickly and I
.waa sure that I wonld receive my right. ’Ehe time [ re-
ceived my residentiol certificate I eaw the Hou. B, Brun-
delle. " I understood that the residential vertificate would
Thold’ good for any time. At present I have loft oy wife
to take care of my parents. . I should take my place at
my business rtore at Balawayo if I am allowed to enter
Rbodesin.” | . : o :

¢ I'examined tha Todian Mussalman who :gav'e me this
atatement, a8 thoronghly as I coald, and he stock to the
wain point that he bad been assnred when be took ont
bis residential certificate that it was a permanent and not
® temnporary permit. I sawa copy of one actuul certifie
cote; mitde ot in bandwriting and there was certainly

vothing about i teth it}
ey el Y4118 AT o O Barial ey o

am making a far more thorough enquiry before taking
any action. But I feel it necessary to give the facta, just
as far ag I bave been able to gather them, to the Indian: -
public, and I ehall be equoally prepared to publish any-
thing that mag he said from the other gide later. What
appears to have happened is simply this. It would
appear that the Governor in Counncil has decided that on
economic grounds no Indian should be allowed in' future
to enter Rbodesia. If any Yndian bas been awny for less
than three years and returas, he i8 allowed to eater. But'
if he hag been away for more than three years he is not
allowed to enter. The section in the Immigration Ordin-~
ance makea it clear that the powers nsed to prohibit In-
dians on ‘economic grounds’ are vested in the Governor

" in Cooncil and ot in the Legislative Assembly. 1

Againet this antocratic power there is no appeal. It
can ba put into operation by a stroke of the pen. In-
deed, it wotld seem to be accomplished more easily than:
that, merely by & rubber stamp inserting the section:
un. er which the Deportation Order is issned and signed
by the Customs House Officer. As far as T can gather-
though coming under the head of Governor ‘in -Council,’
the individual cases do not come up befors’ him at all,
The matter is decided en bloc and the door in Bonthern
Rhodesis is closed more fightly even than the door in
South Africa. All this has been doue gince the time that
Southern Rhodesia received Responsible Government.
This is the first way in which the legislators exercise'
their responsibility. Ts it likely, I ask again, that Kenya:
will be more lenient towards Indian immigration than!
Southern Rbodesia has been ? Will it not take still
harsher steps tban Southern Rhodesin, when once it gets

responsible Government ? .

The Story of My Experiments. -
With Truth =~

[Bx M. K. Gmm].'- .
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Chapter IV. " -

THE FIRST SHOCK .~ =

Disappointed I left. Bombay and went to. Rajkot

where L get up my own office. Here I got along

moderately well. Drafting applications and me+
morials brought me in on an average Rs. 300. a
month, For this work I had to thank influence
rather than my own ability, for my brother’s partner
had a settled practice. All applications, ete., which -
were really, or to his mind, of an imporiant character;
he sent t0 big barristers, To my lot fell the appli-
cations to be draffed on behslf of his poor clients. - -
I must confess that here I had to compromiss my
principle of giving no commission, which in. Bom-
bay I had so serupulously observed. - I was told that
conditions in the two cases were. different, -that
whilst in Bombay commissions had to be paid to -
touts, here they had to be paid to . Vakils;, who
briefed yon; and that here as in Bombay all birris-
ters, withont exception, paid a percentage on-their
fees as commission. The argnment of my brother
wag, for me, unanswerable. ““You see” - gaid: he;
“that I am in partnership with. another Valkil, I
shall always be inclined to make over to you all' our
cases that you can possibly deal with, and if you re! .
fuse to pay a commission. to my - partner,  you /are
sure to embarrass me. As you and I have & joing
establishment, your fee comes to our commeon
coffers; and I antomatically got a share. Bat what
about my partner ? Supposing he gave the same
case to some other barrister, he would certainly get
his commiesion from him.” 1 was taken in- by this
lea, and felt that if I wuas to practice as & barrister -

1d hot T tf ' s
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. or to pot it bluntly, how I deceived myself.
ﬂ{ﬁ add, hl;‘:vavar. that I do not remember ever
to bave given a commission in reapect of any
oﬂ&?m-l thus began to make both ends meet, I
got the first shock of my life about this time. T had
heard what a British officer was liks, but up to now
bad never been face 0 face with one,

My brother had been seoretary and adviser to the
Jata Ranasaheb of Porbander before he was mstn}led
on his “gadi” and hanging over his head at this time
waa the charge of having given wrong sdvice when
in that office. The matier had gone to the Political
Agent who wng prejudiced against ;mmy brother. Now
I had known this officer when in England and he
may be said to have been fairly friendly to me. My
brather thonght that I should avail myself of the
 frjendship and putting in a good word on his behalf
try to disabuse the Political Agent of his prejudioe.
This I did not at all like. I should not, I thought,
try to take advantage of the trifling acquaintance in
England. If my brother was really at fanlt what
nupe was my recommendation 7 If not, he should
mbmit & petition in the proper course and, confident
of his innocenoce, faca the result. My brother did
not cherish this advice. You do not know ‘Kathis-
wad’ he seid. ‘And you have yet to know the werld,
Only influence connts here. It is not proper for you,
& brother, to shirk your duty, when you ¢an olearly
put in a good word about me to an officer you
hW.” -

T conld not refuse him., So I went to the officar
much against my will. I knew I had no right to
80 approach him and was fully conscious that I was
compromising my self-respect. But I sought an
appointment, and got it. ] reminded him of the old
acquaintanas but I immediately saw that Kathiawad
was different from England; that an officer on leave
‘was not the same ad nn oficer on duty. The Poli-
tical Agent owned the acquaintance, but the re-
minder seemed to stiffen him. ‘Surely you have not
come here to abuse that acguaintance, have you,’
appearsd to be tho meaning of that stiffness, and
seemed to be written op his brow. Neverthelesa, I
opened my case. The sahib was impatient. *Your
brother is an intrigner. I want to hear nothing
more from you. I have no time. If your brother

lwa saything to eay, let him apply through the

usual channels,’ The answer was enough, was

proper. Bat selfishness is blind. I went on with
my story. The sahib got up and said: ‘You must
po now.’

‘But pleass hear me out’ sald 1. That made him
more angry. He called his peon and ordered him to
show me the door. I was still ranting when the
peon came in, placed his hands on my shoulders
and pn‘t‘ me out of the room,

The “sahib” went away as also the peon, and I
departed fretting and fuming. I at once wrote oub
and sent over & note to this effect: *You havi in.
slted me, You have assanited me through your
Peon. - If you make no amends I shall have to pro.
oeed against you.’

Quiok came the answer through his sowcar, '

You were rude to me, I asked yon to go and yon
would not, I had no option but to order my peon
to show the door, Even after he nsiced you to leave
the offios, you did not do so, He therefore had to
use just enough foree to sand you out, You are at
lib%ty to procesd as you wish.’

th this answer in my pocket, I came home
orest-fallen, and told my brother all thay had
happened. He was grieved, but was at a loes %8 to
haw to console me. Hp spoke to his Vakil-friends,
E‘nr I did not know how to prosesd againgt the
whib.” Bir Pheromhah Mehte happened to be in
Rajket at this time, having come for somse case. But
how conld a junior barrister like me dare to see
him ? 8oIsent him the papers of my case, through

e Vakil who had engaged him, and begged foy his
lﬂt;vica. ‘Tell Gandbi,’ ha said, ‘snch things are com-
mon experience of many Vakilsand Barvisters. Hp
is still fresh from England and hot-blooded. K,
does not know British officers. If he would earm
gomething and have an easy time here, lot him tegy
up the note and pocket the insul‘t. _He will gain
nothing by proceeding against the ‘sahib’ and on the
contrary, will very likely ruin himaself., Tell him he
has yet to know life” The advico was a8 bijter o
poison to me bat I had to swallow it. I pooketed
the insult, but also profited since by it. Never aguin
shall I place mywsolf in such s predieament, never
agaein shall I try to exploit frilendehips as I have,
Thus said I to myself, and since them I have nover
been gmilty of a breach of that determination. The
shock ohanged the course of my life.

. Small Farms
On Easy Terms

Farms in extent from 10 to 100. acres
situate at Cavendish on the New Rajlway
Line can be purchased on the easy monthly -

instalment princi?le from £15 to 23 per
acre. Early app
1

ications should be made. °
Apply: :
CALDWELL, WEBB & GO, LTD

88 Gardiner Strest,
_ Durhan.
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