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South African lndian Congress
Sixth Sessxon
Prelumnary Nouce ‘

In terms of the Rules notu:e 1s hereby
given to all. Constjtuent bodles that the
Sixth Session of the Congress wxlI be
hechat Johannesburg on lhe xgth 2oth.
21st, and 22nd November, 1926 N

‘The following is the provxslona.l Agenda.-’

1 Presidential Address. . -
General Secretarys Regort

Br iy e e T

2.

3.~ Round Table Conference

4. 'Colour Bar Bill. "

5- Provmelal Powers Bill,

6. Revision'of Constitution'and Stana-'
. ing Orders, .

7. Other gne.vances and resolul:'lons

""" ‘thereon. : P

8. Treasurer's Report and - Financial

" % Statement, -
9. Election of Officials,” -
- A. L KAJEE,

- Hon. General Secretary,

South African Indian Congress.
Headquarters -

17§, Grey Street, Durban
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M. 1. DADABHAY,

GENERAL MERCHANT.
Bx4s. 35, Van Hagen Street,

;dlﬂmna No. 8. CAROLIN A,
‘elegraphic Addresss
“DADABHAY.” CAROLINA. Tl'mnal.
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DURBAN ELECTRIC MINERAL WATER WORKS

HIGH CLASS MINERAL WATER MANUFACTURERS
Country aud Shipping Orders Recelve Prompt Attention.

17 & 19, May Street, Durban.

Waar Imoarinl Hntel, TTmgant Resd

NATHOO TABHA & CO,
New and Second-hand Timber Merchants,
Building Materials Always in Stock. -

At Moderate Price. Price List on Application,
FRU[T PACKING BOXES MADE 10 ORDER.

Up-Country Orden Hecem Prom t Altenhim.
TeierHons 3519, FLAT
ot Wam:k Avenue, Darban.
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NOTES AND NEWS

7y

R. C. F. Andrews arrived in Durban Ilast
Wednesday morning by the 8.4. Karapara
and received a cordial reception at the

docks from the ropresentatives of the local Indian
community. In the afternoon Mr. Andrews was
welcomed by the Indian community as represented
by the Natal Indian Congress, the gatheriog in his
honour being attended by over 1,000 Indiane,

v is understood that the Indian delegation to
attend the round-table conference with the South
African Government in Capetown in December will
be led by Sir Mubammed Habibullah (member of
the Viceroy’s Executive Council,) in which eapacity
he iz in charge of overseas questions, The other
five members will be the Right Hon. Srinivasa
Sastri, P.C.. who has toured the varions Dominions
to discuss the Indian question; Sir Pheroze Sethna
{8 leading Parsce merchant of Bombay and a mem-
ber of the Council of State and of the Imperial
Citizenship Association): Sir George Paddison
(leader of the last deputation to South Africa); Mr.
Geoffrey Corbett (jnint secretary to the Government
of India Industries Department), who has special
knowledge of the Indian question overseas, and Sir
D'Archy Lindsay, leader of the unofficial Enropean
group in the Legislative Assembly.

The deputation will have an equal nnmber of
Indians and Evropeans. The personnel of the dele-
gation ia approved nniversally by the Presa in Indias.
Mr. Gandhi, too, has expressed his satisfaction at the
representative character of the deputation.

Resuming the debate on the Pretoria resolution
urging a solution of the Asiatic problem at the
Annual Congress of the Associated Chambers of
Commerce held last” week at Kimberley, several
delegates appealed to Pretoria to withdraw at the
present juncture. An amendment moved by Mr.

Duncan Baxter (Capetown), noting with satisfaction -

the coming conference between the representatives

of the Indian and the Union Governments and ex- -

pressing the hope of a solution satisfactory to both
countries, was unanimously agreed to.

A strong protest againat the Colour Bar Bill and
the prohibition of natives to engage in several pat-
riotic and industrial spheres was wvoiced by AMr.
Mababane (a Free State native Wesleyan Minister)
in a epeech at a meeting of the Friends International
Society Council in London. -

Speaking to a erowd of 300 to 400 natives in the
Ermelo location last Sunday Thomas M’heihe, pro-
vincial secretary of the Native Industrial and Com-
mercial Workers' Uunion, claimed that the native had
put the country and the white man where they

were to-day. He alleged that injustice was done to -

the native throngh the pass law, the long dsys he
worked and alleged illtreatment from the white
employer. He urged the natives to organise into
trade unions like the workers of England, had done.

The Rand Daily Maii nnderstan{s that Mra. Annie
Besant who i8 at present toaring America with Mr.
J. Krishnamarte, intends to make an extended
lecturing tour through Scuth Africa in the next few:
months, . '

A Reuter's message from London states -— . -

Lieut.-Colonel F. S. Jackson has been appointed -
Governor of Bengal in succession to the FEarl : of
Lytton, whose term of office expires in March. .

WELCOME

E exiend a hearty welcome to Mr..
W C. F. Andrews on his arrival in:
South Africa. This martyr the:

7 fourth visit he has made to our "
shores in the cause of the Indian commu-
nity. Words fail us to ‘express «in suitable
terms our sense of gratitude for his unselfish
services to our cause. - The last twelve
months have indeed been a very strenuous

period for Mr. Andrews. : S

His remarkable work during his last  visit’

is still fresh in our memory and it was to: a -

great extent due to his services . that - the”
Round Table Conference had been agreed’
to between the Union and Indian Govern- -
ments. We ate pleased to learn that ‘the
Indian National Congress has passed 3
resolution thaanking Mr. Andrews for " his
work, for it wouid have been impossible for

the Government of India Deputation. to.

have attained the success they have had,
without the valuable assistance of Mr,
Andrews. : R

As the President of the: Natal Indian
Congress remarked, .in welco&ing Mr.
Andrews at a croiwded meeting on - Wednes-
day last, the present Visit ‘of Mr. Andrews
is the most momentous one. ‘The Round
Table Conference will decide once for all,
if at all it sits to solve the Indian problem -
conscientiously, tue future of the Indians in
South Africa. The personnel of the Indian
Delegation to the. Conference is a strong
one, and we have every hope that the
Delegation, with the valuible assistance
that will be rendered by Nlr. Andrews, will.
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do its duty to the Indian community of
South Africa. '

‘It has been a pleasing feature that Mr.
Andrews is in sound health, and this coupled
with his usual vigour, will help him to con-
tinue his good work. '

- The Conference Delegation

(BY 0. F. ANDREWS) .

The delegates hav:f now been chosen by the Vice-
roy for the Round'*Table Conference at Oapetown
which, is to begin on Decembor 20th and will prob-
ably break off for the Christnoas Holidays and begin
one¢a more with the New Year. May the Chrisimae
time which has been so happily chosen for the Con~
ference be indeed a season of peace and goodwill and
may the New Year bring about a new beginning of
the relations between India and South Atriea.

“Ring out the OM, Ring in the New™

This will be the wish of every trne lover of India
snd South Africa alike. The old has been bad in-
deed; oppression, colour bar, racial prejudice, have
been there ever since nearly 70 years ago the first

- Indian agricultaral labourers were landed near the
present landing pier at Durban to work in the sugar
plantations. The mew must be something entively
different from thak : self-respect, national honeur,

international good-will must be observed and main- -

tafoed, and this Round ‘Table Conference at Cape-
town must shaw. the way by wbich this cax be
effectad, ] : .

The Viceroy's choice of the Delegation has been a
good one and there #¢ 2 boldness and fearlessness
ahout his choice of men which, shows that ke hes
already grasped the South African sitnation and has
understood its gatent features.

For the first time in Sonth African history an In-
dian: baa been put at the head of the Delegation and

. the responsibility for its failure or suqcess will rest
'on Indiaw shoulders. VUnder him are pleeed three
Englishmen, twe officials and. one nons-qffigial, and
two non-official Indians. The secretary also is al-
most certain to be an Indfan. This {s all as it should
be annd Sonth African Indiane will saroly recogmise
the honour that has been dona them by giving them
this unique representation. For however admirahly
Sir Benjamrin Robertson and Sir G. 8. Faddison have
Iahoured in the psek to represent Iudia truly (aud
more than mast people ] can bear testimony to the
whole-heartednessand loyalty to India of their labour)
navertheless it s new high time that an Indian lead-
er shanld be given this responsibility. Sir Mubam.
med Habibullah will take up their work with a high
courage and will buil@ on the fonndation which
they have already laid.

In doing kis duty, he will also have the supreme
confidence ofeknowing that the one great hercic
figwre wha has been the trne leader in the Somth
Africany Indisn struggle, indapendent of govern-
ments and, political parties, has been Mahatma
Gandhi himeelf, an Indian through snd throughk,
who owes all his characler and stvongth to the
motherland that gave. bim birth. For Mshatmaji
made this struggle ance for all & part of the national
life of Indis and it ¥ from that standpoint that Sir
Muhaxamoad Habibnllah will take ap the struggle
to-day..

From all that I have sean of him and from the
friendship which ke has given me it ia possible for
me to hope much from Sir M. Habibullah's leader-
ship. He possesses many qualities that will be c:t
greet value, . He hag the deepest love for Indis his
motherland and Hindus have been as dear o him as

the members of his own religion. He has the signal
honon!- of baving been clested again and again to
Conncllnm! to Chairmanship of Coancils by Hinda
votes. Hamgbeonbwnmdbredinl\hdnsti-
de_ncy he hns been entirely omtside the aren of the
H_mdu-Mnalim contlict in Northern India; and from
his own happy experience in the South of Hindug-
Muslim unity he finds it difficult even to understand
what it means,

He hag quite recently passed within the sanctuary
of sorrow owing to the death of his wife at Simla lnst
July. So devoted was ho to her that the loss waa
almait grezter than he could bear, but with remark-
able fortitude and courage he continued at his post,
going back immediately to hig dnty. It was to this
sense of du_ty that I personally appesled when ¥ felt
that it was in the fitness of thinga that he who was
the Head of the Department should go, having
knawn beforehand that, thosa with whom the fioal
choice lay desired it. I have the full contidence
therafore that he is coming out on thia mission in a
spirit of faith in God and belief in, the justice of the
Indian couse., Inm meeting with General Hextnog
and Dr. Malan he will meet also with men of faith,
who degire above all to do what is right in the sight
of Gad. There is a foundation here for a settlement
that may be solid and lasting. )

In my next article, I shtﬁ write concerning the
Rt. Hon. V. 8, Srinivasa Sastr}, and explain why 1
feel cartain that the ehoice of him as the leading
non-official on the delegation was a right and true
and wise one. After that, I shall go on to tell all
I know about the remaining members. Here, in
thix first artiole, it will be mfficient to say in con-
clusion, that I feel certain that the Viceroy has done
hix very utmost to make the bost choice possible and
that in dolug so ke has poid attention to nothing
elsa exeept the canse itself.

The Work To Be Done

{BY C. F. ANDRAWS )

mlvl;fhen I got back to India Imi:l May it m ml{at earnest,
igh to settle everything as quikly as possible that I had
left undone in India, mpwi::lly my work at Santiniketan,

und then to conse beck to Sonth Africa as soon as ;l?o-
sible, because it hed been irpossible aot to be aware what
tremendous isimes were ab stake and what a battle had

et to be fought, I had wisked to do this even beforo I

8d heard thak the Awatic Bill had been and
a Conferenne agreed wpon by the Union Government,
‘When that, joyful newa reached me o» board the Kavawia
my wish to come back again quiokly to South Africa wae
even more eavnesl; khan hefore. For theve was now a
ililight bope of & favaurable isue if no time at sll wore
oakb. .
Bubh Mabatma Gandbi sk onoe decided that it wonld
naot be ah gll right: to go back to South Africa toa soon,
The work of preparation for the: Roand Table Conferenco
bad first to be decidedly finished in India itsel; for the
personnel of the delegation had to be chosen and a very
great; deal had to ba discusapd and thought out in India.
Mahatmaji said to me : “Stay throngh the monsoon in
India and watch everything here. Do not lek go for a
moment. Then, in Septembdr, take the fArst bous after
the monsoon ia over and ga ot to South Afrioa,”

This soited my owp plans axactly, becanse it wns of
very great importance to me, if possible, to stay for the
monsoon: term {n Santiviketan Asrem. The Poel,
Rabindranath Tagore, would be away in BEuraps, and
unlesa the work were s nrgent that. it conld not
be avoided, I onght to be at Santiniketan. Therefore
when Mahatmajt decided for me in this way, thek it
wonld be delfer for the Indinn cause in South Africa also
thut I shoald stay till the end of the moosoon, the daci-
sion wes & bhappy one for me and relieved balf my
anxieties. As matters bave toroed oub, there can be mo
donbt whatever thet his decision was the best.
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Then I bad fixed cy passage for "September 14th be-
canse 1 was atilt g0 eaget not to lose a day in Yomth
Africa before the Conferencs that would be gpared for
prepacation. Bnt when the South Africas Deputation
was schedufed to reach [ndia by September 18th, it
seemed s pity that I shiould not stay to weet them and it
was dec:Iedy that I shonld postpome my passage tilf
feptember 28th.  Since the mongoon was evidently goingy
to be & late one and I am o bed sailor, it was well ako
on that account not to precipitate matters. I had been
ill owing to blood poisoning and the,illness had come
back again in part : it was therefore foolish to run un-
necessary risks.

Thew, at the very timd I visited Ssbormati to stay
with Mahatmaji for the last duys, in order to gain his
final instructions and advice, The illoeas I had had again
returned s third time and [ became very weak indeed.
At one period it seemed as thongh I shonld have to
cancel my passage and wait another fortnight. Mahat-
maji himself suggested tha¢ Devadas might sccompany
me ap the voyage in order to look after me. But
fortunately this was not tecesary, a¢ I rapidly grew
stronget and was ready when the time came to start. I
saw Mahatomaji nemrly every day doting the lust fort-
night, and the talks J bad with bims were priceless.
There was not = gingle aspect of the problem that I did
not discnss carefolly with bhim. It was- not possible_for
me to see the South African Depatation, bat since
Mahatmaji himself west up from Sabarmati to Bomba
to see them that paxt of my 2 was hot m]nreti.
They were very deeply fmpt , I believe, by the talk

r had with him and he himself was pleased with his
visit.. I have a hope that they were able to see him
sgain before they left India, but I am not certain if they
were able to do so. The one difficalty from which they
suffered was that they hud to crowd too many engage-
ments into a very limited number of days.

The voyage over wag on the whole o good ene. We
had ta call at Porbander in erdek to take oz beard 200
passengers and 2000 paekages of Kathiawar ghes. We
had to boas at anehor oo the ewell of the kate mowsoon for
nearly eight hours, and that day 1 was very sea-aiek.
There wese other bad days for me, bat on the whole the
voyage, 28 § kove said, was & goed owe, azmd I heve
landed in Durbaw fecling much better for the sea voyage.
At the same sime § canuvot disguise from myself the facs
that E bave aoh yet got back my physical energy smd
strength. Bot there hos beed no retarn of fever or any
other comtplication, and I hope mow very soon te recover
my steength also.  Foctunstely she work whick speeially
needs to be done does ot require pablic speaking, whick
triesme most of al) and kas slwayd been a very great.
diffiesity 0 me. Rmther, there will be needed a very
great deal of quies ressateh work and also peess werks

and this ean be done withont much physical fatigue if .

only 1 can get the necessary quiet and leisare, snd the
secratowil kelp that 1 muy requize from time o time.
For that I sanll hove to aslt the Conpress, All the way
over, b have besn thinking of the qnies work I was able:
to do-at Phoemis last. year and on ethey aceasions and
that wilk be the ideal place for mw ab present. -

The work to be dbne iz enormous, and tBe time {s very
short. The whofe case has to be prepared afresh im
much greater detail thaw fasg year aud‘everytﬁin.g has to
be brooght up to dste. We won' ooy reprieve last
(for it is an armistice, nothingn:om)‘ becanse of the

izthl of our case. Now we to achieve, not amw
armistice, bot & setvled pedce; dnd that is & much harder
matter. [t we fail this time, we fail aftogether - if we
win this time, we wir lor ax least this generation. We
must win !

Bot how ?

Fimt of all we must work and strive together. There
is no time whatever for anp personal rivalries. We must
pub those things strictly ou one side sud pull oor whole
weight as a team,, not a8 naits. We she!ll have admirable
help from India. As Ishall show in suother series of
articles, we have got the best Delsgation coming ont that

we possibly could desire, Bat everything will really de-
pend on os, and we mamt be 4 and dofled,

It other jssues of Inpiax Uprxtox I siall try to dliow
what, special kind of work is n . Now, i this
present article, I would only ask one v, taendly, that
Inpiax OPINION itself every week may be read very farg-
fully indeed. It will be the ove ¢hief means whereby fr
will be posatble for me personnlly to gpeak to Indiareg i
all parts of South Africa and I shall de writinp vury
regalarly for it duﬂ the mest few months. Camtot
everyou¢ who it already a subseriber see at énicy that twe’
thitgs are done, Loe s e

(i) Thas his owiy sobecription is pafd up to date

w‘mhﬁt fail end a smafl comiribation sdded if
M .

(iiy That he gets others who for some reston oF

gaher do not yet subucribs to do so withont anf

efay. ' : St

During these weeks that follow, I shall lay very greak
stress o the orited teading of Inpiax Orimtow’ and I
do kope that tty appeal will not be i vuiti, ° :

“Racial Relations And The -
Christian Ideal”

The Very Rev. W. A. Pilnter, the Dhait of JéHsun-
nesbarg, ity thé course of o serteén deliversd resently
at St. Mary’s Cathedral orr the- stibjest of “Racinl-
Relations and the Christion Idesd™ gnid theit ihe sabv !
Joct was of epecial importaviow at the present tinie it
view of the regolutions pagred dt thé o i
coxference of the Chiurehed recenitly held st Blowms»
fontein. ¥t wag 9 terrifie subject fo¥ thé Brithi:
people, and for ald whits . . congiferitg et
nine-teritha of the habitable Wworld wis wwder white
domination, and yet out of every sever people whe
lglzlgigedto the Britieh Enrpire, g3 of them wers

Side by side with this fact they kad £ readiss
three facts. Pirst of dll, they lived in & shrivisirs
world; secondly, they were Bvimg in & world where'
all were intor-dependent; and, thirdly, they were
living in an awokening world. When Stanley fonnd
Livingstone, le gave himr lotters whieh Mad Town'-
dated two years befors: By means 6 whielod - Jela
graphy, ovie evuld to-day get & mesviges from: G
heart of the Enipire t that very apot in a Haskh.
thigand in other ways the world tway shrinking:
A famine i one paré of the worli®@ desply
seriously affected nations i other parte and the-
inter-dependence of nations was everyvwhere evident.

They had the speetacle of white people raling 8
world which was not white, and at & time whew
there was a grea$ dovelopment of raee eonsciousness

be ealled 8 Mahomedan menacs, the uhdepkyingh
principle beiug the capture of the native races..
gtah;:mdmisni:hﬁemd social equality. When,. & -
native became a- omedan, bo was oeqnal
hig co-religionists. . the - o*.
The world was in & ferment, and it wad fatild
tel]ingthq coloured pecple to remain quiot; and -
endeavouring to persuade them that white civils
tion was higher than theirss The natives merely’
replied that it was only through fighting awd suffers
ing that the white settlers bad attained do the: procedt
stage of freedom. 'They replied that they, too; wene
quite prepared to fight and sufer in the Wiy tivet
whfta people had: The whites blundered, and thy:
nauves were prepared to ran the rish of §
their own blnnderq. Aldl over the world the sclomted

racos bhad their own. loaders, whese mothods miigh
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be different, but all spoke with one voice, It was
the voice of the great race upheaval that was taking
place throughout the world : the voice of the people
_who were detormined to lkeep control of their own
destiny.. . .

Sometimes they were accused of putting ideas into
the heads of natives, said the Dean, but such a sug-
gestion was ridiculous. All over South Africa many
young natives were reading books on the colour

question. Some of those books were of the most in-

fAammatory Xind, and the result was that in different
parts of the world one could nolice a stupendous
tide of racial movement that was beating, a8 if it
were, oa the shores of humanity, The future was
unknown, but if the white man made up his mind
permsanertly to resist the world-wide movement
among the coloured peoples, it might mean another
world war.

Continuing, the Dean said that the white people

in Sonth Africa had a great privilege. They were
living in the very thick of the great storm centre,
and the hardestand the loftiest thinking was needed.,
* Here they were brought face to face with race pre-
judice, and so far as the politicians were concerned,
there were very fow who, when talking or thinking
of the native question, rose above the standard of
. the gutter. When hespoke of racial prejudice, he
did not mean racial antipathy. .

. Was this racial prejudice inborn ? Conld it be
registed ? - He did not- believe that it was inborn.
Racial prejudice was something which developed
and increaged with three factors. It increased with

environment: it strengthened sa the alien element -

. jncreased; and was bromght about by economic
pressure., It wes very largely fostered by mob
psychology which was based on fear.

Tt was & question that had to be faced, and the

- problem could not be treated in one of the three
ways. . Were they ont for gocial equality 7 .He did
not believe it. No one would dream of inter-
marriage between the white and coloured races, -So
far as the policy of repression was concerned, one

~ would like to know what was meant by the mying
that the native was to be kept in his place. This
was a mere parrot cry. He could not help wonder-
ing how long they would fail to realise that the
problem of the poor native very largely created the

- problem of the poor white. Every thinker was con-
vinced of it. Let them teach the native to want
things and to raise bis standard of civilisation, and
they would go far in solving the poor white prob-

lJem, The policy of repression had disastrous effecta .

on ;hose_who'pract&sed it.

So far as-the polioy of segregation was concerned,
it would be a good thing for the white race and for
South . Africa as a whole, but he did not think
that it would be good for the native racee. 1f they
were gure that the natives would get & fair and
gquare deal in the division of land, the position

.” might be different, bat, judging from the past, he

did not think that the natives would get fair deal.

--Segrogation, however, ‘was not the colour bar. It
was merely putting patives in a place by themselves
and letting them develop as they thomaelves thought
best. R ot

4] have po hesitation to-night,” Baid the Dean,
*“in denounoing the colour bar. It is & policy of ex-
pediency based on no principle of statesmanship.
wholebeartedly denounce the colour bar as being
thoroughly un-Christian. Every man has an Lequal
value in the sight of God, and the colonr bar is
foreign to the principles of our Lord”

The Dean concluded by saying that o far as the
English Church' was concerned there was no such
thing as a colour bar. There was & very definite
policy of pegrogation, but the fact that the wvery
highest positions in the episcopate were open {o
people of colour demonstrated thay no- colour bar
existed. There were Chinese, Jopanese and Indian

-benchers and apeechea were

. .

bishops, and perhapas some day, if a native man in
thia.oountry had safficient character, education, and
spiritual leadership, he might be made a bishop so
that he wonld work among his own people. The
English Church di@ not believe in white and col-
ouﬂ people worshippiug in the same charch, the
pn&wlpal l-ea.sohj n being tlglltif the standard of worship
and preaching was so different in the whi

e oo ftand Doty dad, T "0

“The Story of -My Experiments
With Truth

" [Br M. K. GaxDHL ]}

XXIL. Called But Then—

I have deferred saying anything up to now about
the purpose for which I went to England 2., being
called to the bar. It is time to advert to it briefly.

* KegpNG TERMS'

There were two conditiona which had to be ful-
filled before a stadent was formaily called to the
bar : ‘ Keeping terms '—twelve terms equivalent to
about three years; and passing examinations, ‘ Keep-
ing terms' meant eating one’s terms, i.¢. attending at
least six out of about twenty-four dinners in & term.
Eating did not mean actually partaking of the dinner,
it meant reporting oucself at the fixed hours and re-
maining present throughouat the dinner. Usually of
course everyone ate and drank the good commaons
and choice wines provided. A dinner coet from two
and six to three shillings and sixpence that is from
two to three rapees, 'This was considered moderate,
{nasmuch as one had to pny that sune amount for
wines alone if one dined at a hotel. To us in India
it is & matter for surprine, 1.8, if we are not ‘oivilined,’
that the cost of drink should exceed the cost of food.
The first revelation gave me & great shook and I
wondered how people had the heart to throw away
go much money on drink. Later 1 came .t0 noder- |
gtand. I often ate nothing at these dinners for the
things that I might eat were only bread, boiled
potato and cabbage. In the beginning I did not eat
theee, as I did not like them; sud later when I begoa
to relish them I also guined the coursge to agk for
other dishes.

The dinner provided for the benchers used to be
better than that for the students. A Parsi stadent,
who was also a vegetarian, and I applied, in the
{nterests of vegetarianiam, for the vogotorisnism
conrses which were served to the benohers. The
application was granted and we begon to get fruits
and other vegetablea from the benchers' table.

Two bottles of wine were allowed to each group
of four, and as I did not tonch them, 1 waa ever in

~ demand to form a quarter, 8o that three might

ewmpty two bottles, And there was & ‘grand oight’
in each term when extra wines like champagne in
addition to port and sherry were perved. [ was
therefore specinlly requested to attend and was in
great demaund on that “grand night.” .

I could not see then, nor have 1 seen since, how
these dinners qualified the gtndents for the bar.
There was once & {ime when only a fow atudents
ased to attend these dinners and thua there were
opportunities for talke between them and the
olso given, These
occasions helped to give them knowledge of the
world with a sort of polish and refinement and: also
improved their power of speaking. No snch thing
was possible in my time, the benchers always sitting
ata respectable distance from the stndents. The
jnstitution had gradually lost all its meaning, bat
conservative Englund retained it nevertheless,
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THE EXAMINATIONS

The curricnlom of study was easy, barristers
being humorously known as ‘dinner barristers.’
Every one knew that the examinations had practi-
cally no value. In my time there were two, one in
Roman Law and the other in Common Law. There
were regular texts prescribed for these examinations
which counld be taken in compartmenta, bat scarcely
any one read those books. I have known many to

pase the Roman Law Examinations by gscrambling

throagh notes of Romau Law in a couple of weeks
and the Common Law Examination by reading notes
on'the subject in two or three months. Question
papers were easy and examiners were generous. The
percentage of passes in Roman Law examinations
used to be 95 to 99 per cent. and of those in the
Final examination 75 per cent. or even more. There
was thus little fear of being plucked, and examina-
tions were held not once but four times in the year.
These convenient examinations could not be felt as
a difficnlty. ‘

. My STUDIES

But I sacceeded in turning them into one. I felt
that I should read all the text books. It was a fraud,
I thought, not to read these booke. I invested much
money in them. I decided to read Roman law in
Tatin. The Latin which I had acquired in the
London Matriculation stood me in good stead. And
all this reading was not withount its value later on in

South Africa where Roman Dutch i8 the common

Iaw. The reading of Justinian therefore helped me
a great deal in understanding the South African
Law. ‘ .

It took me nine months of fairly hard labour to
read through the Common Law of England. For
Broom’s Common Law, a big but interesting volume,
took up a good deal of time. Snell's Equity was
full of interest, but & bit tough to understand.
White, and Tudor's Leading Cases (from which
certain cases were prescri was full of interest
and instruction. I read also with interest William’s
and Edward’s Real Property and Goodeve's Personal
Property. William's book read like a novel. The
one book I remember to have read, on my roturn to
India, with the same unflagging interest, was Mayne’s
Hindu Law. Butitis out of place to talk here of
Indian law-books.

. Ipessed my examinations, was “called”- to the -

Bar on the 10th of June 1891 and enrolled in the
High Court on the 1lth. On the 12th I sailed
for home.

But notwithstanding the study there was no end
to my helpleasmess and fear. I did not feel myself
qualified to practise law.

But a separate chapter i8 needed to describe this
helplessness of mine, -

XXIII. My Helplessness

It was easy enough to be “called,” but it was
difficult to practise at the bar. I had read the laws,
bat not learnt how to practise law. I had read with
intereat ‘Legal Maxims,’ but did not know how to

apply them in my profeesion. Sic ulers fuo ut alienum .

non laedas’ (Use your property in such & way as not
to damage that of others) was one of them, but I
was at a loss to know how one could employ this
maxim for the benefit of one’s client. I had read
-all the leading cases on this maxim, but they gave
me no confidence in the application of it for my
future clients.

Beaides I had learnt nothing at all of Indian law.
I had not the slightest idea of Hinda and Maho-
medan Law. I had not even learnt how to draft a
plaint, and felt completely at sea, I had heard of
Sir Pherozeshah Mehta a8 one who roared like a
lion in law courts. How, I wondered, counld he
have learnt the art in England ? It wds out of the
ananifon fnr me bvar @ asyuira hin lepal minmeng

- but I had serious misgivings as to whether I should

even be able to earn a living by the profession.

I was torn with these doubte and anxieties whilst
I was stndying law. I confided my difficulties
to some of my friends. One of them snggested that
I should seek Dadabhai Naoroji's advice. : I have
already said that when I went to England, I

a note of introduetion to Dadabhai. I
availed myself of it very late. 1 thought _I had. no
right to trouble sach a great man for an interview.
Whenever an address by him -was announced, I
would attend it, listen to him from a corner of the
hall, and go away after having surfeited my eyesand
ears, In order to come in close touch with the
students he had founded an Association. " I used to
attend its meetings, and rejoiced at Dadabhai’s soli-
citnde for the students, and the latter’s respect to--
wardas him, In course of time, I mustered up
courage to present to him the note of introduction.
He said : “You can come and bave my advice
whenever you like.’ But I never availed myself of
Lis offer. I thounght it wrong to trouble him. with-
out the most preesing necessity.' Therefore I dared
not venture 1o accept my friend’s advice to.submit
my difficulties to Dadabhai at that time. I forget
now whether it was the same friend or some one
else who recommended me’ to meet Mr. Frederick
Pincutt. Ho was a Conservative, but his affection
for Indian stadents was pure and unselfish. Many
students sought his advice and I also applied to him
for an appointment, which he granted. . X never .
forget that interview. He greeted me a3 a friend.
He laughed away my pessimism. ‘Do you.think,
he said. ‘that every one must be a Pherozeshah
Mehta ? Pherozeshahs and Badrudins are. rare.
Rest assured it takes no nnusaal gkill to be an erdi-
nary lawyer. Common honesty and industry are
enough to enable him to make a living. All:cases
are not complicated. Well, let me know the extent-
of your general reading.’ . CoL e

When I acquainted him with my little .stock- of
reading, he was, as I could see, .rather disappointed.
Bat it was only for a moment Socon his face
beamed with a pleasing smile and he geid, ‘I under-
stand your trouble.. Your general reading is meagre.
You have no knowledge of the world—a sine qua non
for a vakil. You have not even read the History of
India. A vakil should know human’ nature.! He
should be able to read a man’s character from his
face.. And every Indian ought-to Imow Indian
History. This has no connection with practise as 'a
lawyer, but, you ought 1o have that kmowledge. X
see that you have not even read Kay and Malleson’s
History of the Matiny of 1857. Get hold of that'at
once and also read two more books to understand
human nature.’ These were Lavator's and. Shem-
melpennick’s books on Physiognomy. -

I was extremely grateful to.this venerable .friend.
In his presence I- found all my fear gome, but as
soon as I left him, I again began to worry. ‘To
know a man from his face’ was the question that
haunted me as I thought of the two books, on .my
way home. The next 'day I purchased Lavator’s
book. Shemmelpennick’s was not available at the
shop. I read Lavator’s book whick I foynd .more
difficnlt thah Snell’s Equily, and scarcely interesting.
I studied Shakespeare’s physiognomy, but did not
acquire the knack of finding ont the Shakespeares
walking op and down the atreets of London. -

Lavator's book did not add to my knowledge.
MF. Pincutt’s advice did me very litile direct service,
but his affection stood me in good stead. His
smiling open face stayed in my memory and I
trusted his advice that Pherozeshah Mehta's acamen,
memory or ability were not essential to the making
of a encceasful lawyer; honesty and industry were
enough. And asl had a fair share of these last I
felt pomewhat reassured,

1 aonld not verd Kay und Malleson’s voldmes id
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England, but I did e0 in South Africs as Y had made
8 point of reading them at the first opportunity.
Thuos with just a little leaven of hope mixed with
- 'my deapair, 1 Ianded at Bombay from the s.5. Assam.
“The aca wes rongh in the harbour, and I had to
weach, the quay in a launoh. :

News iﬁ Brief

London, Och L3—The Rev. John Dnbe, wha is
_in London brying to raisg £2,000 for his Oblapge
Instipute, Natal, in proceeding ta America to stydy
,the inter-racial problem as it presents itself in
America.—Renter, .

P —— e ———TT O

Olements Radaie, Natlonal Secretary of the In-

dustrial apd Commerclal Workers' Union, was

' mentenced last Frida by My, H. B, Wallace, in the

.- Tret Orimina] Oours, to pay & fine"of £3 with the

- option of 14 days’ imprisonment with hard labour,

" -{or belng in Nata] withogt heing in posgession of an
fnvward pass g8 required by the law.

;- Bin Charu Chander Ghose, a,Judge of the Caloutta
High Oourt, who was present with his wife at the
- nnvelling coremony of the Delville Wood Memorlal
‘in Franoe, in the course of a letter to the London
BRyH 1~ o .. ’
+ _*Tomy mind no pen oan portray the beauty of
- the stone and the dome orowning the monument
-and depicting for all time how the twin races of
fouth Afrioa, after fmticldal strife, came over the
»no68 to fight in the Great War and how they went to
s sommon grava, The lesson of the memoarial is
. there for all who have eyes to behold and ears to
hear.” He adds, “Is it too much to hopa that the
+ Government of India will give a lead to the princes
. and paopls of Indis and ssslat in the erection of an
- Indian war memorial at, say, Neuva Ohapells,
deatined to point the same lesson as is conveyed by
_ tha memopial in Delville Wood?" -

., In the courss of an pddresy hofore the Conference
:"of Fmpire pnd _Austpalisn Parliamentary delegates,

Mft Mmﬁm MJ-‘-AI’ (Sonth Amm dﬂc]a;red that
.the natives .mnst earn # Jivelihond, “Yon in

ugtralia have kept your native names but got rid of.

. the nativea, Bouth Africe hea got rid of most of the

. pative names hut has kepb the natives. South

. African maize, though grown by kafir labonr, w
fold at the warld's market pricen.” . -

a 'the recent trial ghipment of 500 mules
"h?$$ :gve.ral of the Wakkergtroom farmers have

‘ dpeided to go in for breeding mules, a8 they have s

ood gtamp of mares and the Qistrjet I8 eminently
Eu.!te._ for Ehh urpose, As much an £100 bas al-
‘ready been p.a.lg by one farmer for & donkey Jack
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