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COLOUR BAR VS. SWADESHI .

B reproduce the following interesting article by
W Mahatma Gandbi from Young India :—Thus
writes Mr. Spender :—-

“Gandhi wonld keep out Ecropean goods; the
South Africans wonid go a step farther and keep
out the Indians, Swadeshi and Colour Bar Bills
are the obverse aud reversa of the same idea both
* from the despairing thought that East and West
cannot intermiogle without destroying each other’s
. characteristic ways of life. Gandhi, the saint, is
full of benevolence, and I listened to him while he

. earnestly discleimed all sympathy with violent or

anarchical’ ways of changing any existing order.
Yet as he dieocoursed on the ravages which Western
Induastrialism had wrought in the Indisn village, I
hed the feeliog that if he were Ewmperor of India
invested with plenary powers, the regalations that
* he wonld mske for the admission of Euro;eans and
their settlement in Iodia might not greatly differ
from thoee which the Sonth Africans are attempting

. toimpose on Indians in Sonth Africa to-day. I

have a very real for Mr, Gandbi, and I am,
of course, aware that the laat thing that be desires
is to afford excnses for either form of intolerance.
It is nevertheless troe that ‘Swadeshi’ and *Colour
Bar' belong to the game spiritaal family.”

This paragraph from Mr. Spender’s article fornishes
an estraordivary study in what Tolstoy wouM eall
dypaotism, Uudcr the hypnot'c influence of the stand-
ardized thought ol the Boglish official in Inlia, Mr.
Spender is unable to see any difference bztween: the
Colour Bar Bills of South Africa and the Indian Swa-
deshi io terms of Khaddar, Mr. Spender is an honest
Liberal. He has' some sympathy for Indian aspirations.
But he cannot escape the influeuce of bis immediate
surronndinga.  What is trae of him is no dou'st troe of
every one of ns. Heénce the necessity for Nou-co-opera~
tion. When the sorroandiogs are vicious, we mast eat
ourselves off from contact with those surronndings, in so
far at least as our contact is voluntary.

Bot whether Mr. Spender’s extraordinary proposition
is an outcome of the hypootic influence of his sarround-
ings or whether it is really his own original idea, lot us
examigeit. The Colour Rar Bill is aimed at men, not
&t measores. Swadesbi is aimed at measures ouly. Colonr
Bar is indiscriminately agaiust a man’s race or ‘colour.
Bwadeshi koows no snch distinction. The opholders of
the Coloar Bar would carry out their parposs even
violently if necersary, Swadeshi eschews all form of
violence, even mental. The Colour Bar has no. reacon
behind it. Swadeshi, in the forn of Khaddar, is a
scientific formula supported by reuson all along the line,
Under the Colonr Bar every Indian, no matter what
edncational qualifications be may posseas, even thongh he

may be thoroughly Westernised, is an undesirable per-
son 0 the estimation of the Europeans of Sonth Africa.
The Colour Bar Bilis ate violent in parpose, -for, they
would keep the natives of the soil and the Asiatic
eetilers for ever as noskilled labourers and will not allow
them fo rise above that +ta*us. The Coloor Bar Bills are
intended to do, under the name of civilisation aud for its
protection, perbape, in 8 more virulent form, what bas
been done in the name of Hinduirm by Hindus to the

so-called untonchables, But it is worthy of note that

uatouchability, whatever may be said to the ¢ontrary. is
fast dying ia India. Those who ave devoting themselves
to the removal of untouchability are also those who ‘are
enthusiastically advocating the universalisation of the
spioninyg wheel. Untouchability is admitted to be an -
evil. The Colour Bar is bing raised almost io the

-~ statas ot & religion in Sonth Africa. The Colour Bar

Bills woold barm, and deprive of their powsessions in-
nocent men and women withont any jus: canse. Whereas:
Swadeshi is inteuded to harm not oue singlé sonl. It
seeks to retara to the poorest of the.laud what has been.
taken away from them almnst by force. The Colcar Bar
Billa ‘are exclusive. Swadeshi is never -exclusive- in
the sengze in which the OColoar Bar Bills- are-
Swadeshi has no sympathy with the formala that Easg
and West can fiever interm'ngle. Swadeshi does not
banish all foreign or Earopean gosds, nor all machine-
mae goods, nor for that matter does Swadeshi tolerate all
home-made goods. Swadeshi admits of and welcomes
the introdoction of all foreizn goods that cannot or need
not be manufactored in Xodia and that would benefit her
people. Thus Swadeshi admits all foreiga baoks con-
taiving pure literatura, all foreiga watches, foreizn needles,
foreizn sewing mmohives, foreign pins. Bun* Swadeshi
excludes all intoxicating drinks and drags even -thongh
they may be manufactared in [odia. Swadeshi con-
centrates itsell upon the spinning wheel and Khaddar, to
the excinsion of all forziza cloth ani even cloth manu-
factared in the wmills of Tudie, for the very simple,
soificient, satisfyivz and moral reason tha' the destrne-
tion of the spinning wheel has meant the destrastion of
the ounly snpplementary iniustry of India for the mil-
Tioas of its peasants without furnishing any snbatitnte,
Thus Swadeshi in the form of Khaidarand the spianing
wheel is & paramonnt nec:ssity for the very existence of
the millions of her pampers, Whereas .thé . Colour Bar.--
Bills area response to the greed of a haudfal of Europeans
who are after all exploiting the resonrces of a land which"
belongs not to them but to the original inhabitanis’ of *
South Africa. The Coloar Bar Bills bave  therefore' no -
mornl foondation whatsoever so far as I can see. - The
exclusion or the extinction of the Asiatic settlers of Sonth
Africa is in no way required, can o no way be proved to
be necsssary, for t:e existence of the South African
Earopeans.  8till less can the sappreasion of the original
ighabitan's of South Africa be defended on any single
morsl ground, It is therefore painfully 'snrpria"ingabo
fiad & person of Mr. Spinder’s experienc: and attain-
ments patting the highly moral Swadeshi in the form of -
Kbaddar in the same category as th2 Golour Bar Bills_
Taey do not belong &> one family, let slone fipiritaal,
bat they beloug to absolutely different families as different
a8 the North pole is fro'n the Sonth; .+ ;.7 v %~ -
Mr. Spendef specalab-s npon what' T would do j

was ‘Emperor of India invested. with pleary p’)weis.!:
Perhaps I ean speculate. with  greatés aathority.. If I
were Eroperor of Inlia 1 would: extend: the. .hand of
f-llowship to the whole of the world irrespsotive of. caste,
coloar or'creed, for, I claim the whole of mankind to be -
the children of ome God, having adsolasely the ‘same -
capacity for self-realisation as the tallest amo1g them = 1,
would disbaad practically the whole of the army of oocu.
pation in India, retaining only snch -rolice as may be
necessiry for the protection of her citizens against thiaves .
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and robbers. I wounld not bribe the Frontier tribes as
they are being bribed to-day. But I would coltivate the
frietidliest ngtlons with them and to that end send ent
relartndm altlongat them in erder to find out the wayas or
mesua of ing bseful gocupation for them, 1 woald
tee the fullest %totect.ion for every European
iving in India and all honest Enropeati enterprises. I
woulgl impose a prohibitive tariff on all foreign cioth so
88 to exclade it eatirely from India and bring Kaadiar
under State cohtrol, so a8 to enable every villager who
chooses to spin, feel that the products of his or her
spinning wheel would be taken up. I woald prohibit the
importation of ibtaxicatidg liqudrs and alose down every
distillery, cotfifling the tmatufactore of aloohol &nd
opinm for proved medical necessity. I would guarantee
full protection to all forms of religious worship, save
, what is vepugnant to the mora! ssnse of mackicd. I
wonld throw open to the so-called untouchablea every
_public temple and public school to which all other
&md' Jus have right of admiesion. I would summon the
represenfutives of both the Hindug and Musalmans,
searvol their pockets and deprive them of all eatables and
of ail lethal weapons, if they bave any, and lock them to-
gether in eme raom and open it only after they have
settled their quarrels. There are of course many qther
things that I would da if I was Emperor of India. But
sinco there iu little chance of my being one, the fore-
going is em‘mgh 83  fair gample of what one wha is mis-
called a vislonary, but who considers himself a practical
. man, pnderstanding the wanis of the poorest peaple,
wonld do if be had ¢he power.

o Notes and News

HERE was listle interest for:Indians ie the new

. Durban Town Coanoil election which teck place

. loat Wednoesday; In so far as they were con-
certvd it was a case for them to choose the lewer evil.
In Ward 1 Mr, H. . Kemp was opposed by Mr, P. 8.
MeNamen who advooated separate tram-cara for Iadians.
" The lattar was defeated by 80 vates and Mr. Kemp the
original candidate was retarned. The results of Ward
II will be ressived with dismay by Indinps., Mr. Eaten,
the aroh eremy of Indians, was epposed By Mro. Crawford
and Indians wonld have liked Mra, Crawford to have

gucceaded but she was dofeased by 486 votes. In Ward

III Mrs. Seidle the original candidate was retorned by
o majority of 74 vetes, Werds IV, V, and VI are re-
résentod respectively . by Measses. M. Corgelins, W. I\,
gohnstong«uud Rev. A. Lamont who were vetuzmed ua-
opp Jo Ward VI{ Mr. T. Barman saccceded by a
msjority of 588 votes. .In Ward VILE Mr. J. William-
son was retarned unopposed and in Ward IX Mrs. Ben-
'son; who was opposed by Mr; E. G. O'Flaheacty whe
had mach te say against the “Bunyan” traders; was ve-
_tugned by & majority of 648 votes, Thus the new
election i8 aabisfaobor{owibh bu; one exceptisa and that is
" Mgz Enaton, ' Let us hope that those who have beea our
friends in the paat will remain so in the fatare.

©One unbappy aspech of the preseat election is the
absenee-of Mre. B, L. Knight and Mr. 8. J. Smith who,
we must acknowledge with gratitnde, stood for fairnloy
and justice for Indiuns even though at times they
found thomwives placed in an awkward position.

The pan-Asiatic Oonferdnde held at Nagasaki which
wad attended by 50 delegates from Chins, Japan, India
and-the Phillipines has elosed nfter the eledtion of a new
Lesgue of Asiatie Natiops, Adcordiag w0 a R:uters

" message from Toltio the Chinese delegates proposed that
the Pan-Asiatic League -shoold nassist Indis and the
Phillipines to regain their indepsndsace but the Japanese
delsgate deprecated a publio discnssion of the proposal
feating that the police might break up the meeting if
anybhing injurivus to the frieadly relations between

Britain snd Japad or Ameriea aud Japan -was debated. -

Tt was finally. decided te. disouse thie proposal in  weoret

- Bharacha to the Press Ha. 25000 worth

segsion. It was decided tn hol v
s d the next Congress at
The Cottboll of tha Parses 0

@ Cotttoll of bhe Pafsee Jedteal Aswwiation, Bom-
bay, has forwaeded & Fesilution to the Govern%mulm:f
Iu@m protesting the recently passed Coloar Bar Bill
which is described as endeavouring to establish a grodsly
regreltable distinction betwsen the white and the oole
onred yaces to serve the selfish anda of the former azainst
n}ltzml;:@gsﬁrgcipleson which sabsists the fair pame
of the Bri mpire of which Indi i
"y p dinos form an integral

R ——— s —
“They want us to pray from Monday to Staday, T

is all they want. The whites are wurlzing while {ve prt;;r:
The capitalists get hold of all the workers and give you
too mitich religlon, If Jegus wantsd to belp you he
wonld have done 50 long ago, Thay will be helped that
help themselves, The Miniaters are employed o close
the eyes of the Black workers,”” Thisis teken from a
speech delivered by Mr. Clements Kadalie, the Native
{%adgr&r%cently at & meeting of the Pretotia Branch of
e 1 ] ] -

Khadi hawking is the order of the day at present in
India. According to a statement made by Mr. B. F.
the P J Khadi was
sold by hawking within threo aud a half daya in Surat 93
per cent, af which wus deliverad and cash receivel on
the epot. Prominent leadera ace takigg part in this
movement,

As a sequel o the Vioerop's plea for communal peace,
the Swarajist leaders, Mtilal Nehru and Abdulkalamasad,
lave jnangucated a movemaat lo form an [ndian Nation-
a! Union, non-political in oharacter and open to all com-
manities, with & view to restoring commonal goodwill
gays a Reuter's messaze from Simla. The leading Hindus
and Moslems; {noluding Sir Zulficar Ali Khan, Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapra, gnﬁ Dr. Ansari, have issned & manifesto
urging the establishment of @ national consciousness in
which religions passions are sabordinated.

THE LATE MR. MERRIMAN

HE death of John Xavier Merriman

” corhes as no lesser a blow tu the
Indian community as it‘has done to

the European community. Apart from his
outstanding ¢areer as one of the builders of
South Africa the Indian community knew
Mr. Metrimati as their dear old friend. Hiy
name had becante a houschold dne to the
Indians. I the past record of the Indian
questiori fn South Africa were (0 be dpétied
John X. Merriman's name would be found
almost in every instance a8 having stood
up for Justice to the Indians. Mady dn
Indian deputation to the Government was
led by Mr. Merriman and inside Pat-
liament and outside’ Indiang were always
sure of Mr. Merriman standing by them.
He was always against fldoding South Africa
witn Indians but he was strongly opposed
to persecuting the Indians that had already
been brought to this country. He did ot
mince matters whenever occasion arose for
him to speak in Parliament on any debate
on the Indian question and ke always ad-
voeated justice and fairplay. With the death
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of his deat wife to whorh he was ardently
devoted the long and very successful career
of Mr. Merriman came to an abrupt end.
In Parliament where he was known as the
« Father of the House ” he js missed to this
day and will be missed for long yet. Had
he otily been well to take patt in the debates
on the Colour Bar and the Asiatic Bills the
position would no doubt have grown far
more interesting. His presence might have
influenced the Nationalists who owe a great
deal to Mr. Mertiman to reffain from pass-
ing the Colour Bar Bill. But Providence had
willed it otherwise. Mr. Merriman’s sym-
pathy with Indiuns was riot because of his
love for Indidns but because, ini the words of
an ex-Minister of the Interior Mr. Patrick
Duticant, he was “a fedrless critic of in-
efficient and selfish policy; an uncompro-
mising enemy of injustice and oppression,
ahd dn tipholder of the weak agairst the
sireng.” Mr. Merriman has directed the
path te good government and it is for those
who love and respect him to follow in
his footsteps.  That is the best tribute that
onté tould pay to the departed soul. Peace
be to him.
L T

T PR I SRR TR | IR )

Furniture Workers Wages

Agteeirient With Master$ Gizetted
fo the Union Gazetie dated July 80, the text of an
ent made by representatives of the Oape Fur-
vitre Mannfactures’ Assotiation, Farnitore
and Uph Mannfactaters’ Assoviation, Natal Fur:
niture sud Upholstery Manofactorets’ Association; Border
Furnilsrd Manufuctarers’ Amsocistion; Port Elizbeth
Feviture Maoufacturers’ Association, repredenting the
employers of the one pary and the Furhiore Workers'
Uptiont of Somth Africe; the Amialgamated Society of
Woodworkers (Durban Branch) Ferniture Section, re:
presenting the employees of the otber part, is pablished,
The wages laid down are as follow :—T. sughoat
the Union, except the Transvaal, for journeyman cabinet-
makers, cabinet polishers, carvets, wood-
tukners, chairmakers, and upholsterers 26. 3d. per hour,
g‘:r;t:ue?;l:emthemtein the Transveal is fised gt
{3y PeI. ., .
, Throughout the Union the rate for j '
ding makers i ixed ot 1. 82 OHRER. bed-
epndition laid down in regard to all the ' §
that all employees who whea this agreement m;l?eg\rgng
operation s.n:_ reoei;ix;lg £8 t:l:eek and over, sh i
ingreases in fonr instalmente, so that g
12 moaths from the date of the bt:'gmnmg o'f tthee e:;re:f
et no jonrneyman will be in receipt of Jess than the
misimum laid dowa of 24 3. and 25, 734, respectivel
Jtis also provided that throughout the Union of Souti
. Mnm_.(l.) all pemi-skilled or inefficient employees in an
trade designated above who 2t the date of t-heeommmce-y
meut of shis agreement are receiving les than £3
week shall receive an immediaheincmtosspuwegg
(2) any emploges who at, the date of the commencement
of this egreement in receiving a higher rate of w

than she mrinimum set down shall id g ages
than nﬁﬂ!l'l;hﬂ e o puid 8 ‘.ﬁage.not, less

- mouncing the firet sytleble long.

General Hertzog’s Natlie =
~ Policy -
[Bt C, F. Anpsews]

The following interesting article has,beer cobi
by Mr. C. F. Andrews to the Hodern Review {C

1t is impoesible to onderstand the Indian st
South Africa with any degree of accuracy, unles th,
same time the relation of the white population- » the LE;
digenous African races js mreful_ly—__thoug:aip‘nt._ Irhe.
Indian problem is part of the perpetiial confl b¥een
Earopean and non-European, between East and ¥ est.

- In Soath Africd, certain w%r;ls for mm&.ﬁ'“ﬁ“ of
people are in commod everyday use auiorg all- aﬁﬁ;r 3
and it is dificalt to avoid them for thiat véty Feasod.
Europeans of all nationalities, including Jews, are calied
‘whites,’ Indiaas are called “‘Asiatics.” Those of mired
Eoropean and Bantu origin are called the ‘colonred’
people. The descendants of those who were bronght
over from Java by the Datch in early days are.called
‘Cape Malays® They aré a smdl! Mudlim cofrthunity
living in Cape Town.

The indigenous African people of all tribes—such as
Zulns, Xosas, Basutos,—are still called everywhere
‘matives” Up tothé present, the word i¥ neb reseqied .
and even those who spoke English frequently used it
when speaking to me about themselved. "But ho dotibs
the time will come when these remarkably fgent and -
physically etrong people, the children of the soil, will ob:
ject to being called indiscriminately ‘tmtives’s Thérd
will be & semrse of inspltin such 2 title whes dpplied tof
them by Evropeans. The Dutclt word ‘mathrel, ated by
the Boers, will be eqnally objectionsble: When this
arrives, the name that will become commont in Sou
Africa, a8 distinguishing all $ribes alike,; will be the word
‘Banty’. , For Bantu {g originally the generic term used
for all the tribes who speak the Bantn la e and
form a language groop. Practically all the Sputh Afri-
can languages beloag to this Bantu baying
pecaliar inflexions, Therefore, slowly but perosptibly,
the word Baate is geining gronnd, and in &, fow, yedrs
1t i8 Likely to becomie the word of everyday speech instead
of the English word native’ or the Dutch word* natorel,®
. It is interesting 4o trace the origin of the words wepd.
in the past: The pame Kaffir, meaning ‘infidel’.is de-
rived from the Arabe. The word Negro, meaning.
‘Dlack,’ is taken from the Portuguese. The time has
sorely come when these nondescript words should be
abandoned, and this indigenous people of Central and
South Afrres, one of the finest in the world, should no
longer be catled contemptuonaly ‘miggér’; ‘dafive’ ind the:
like, but should have their own name in.the family of
mankind.

As 1 bave said, it is hardly traé to calf thé word
‘mative’ insulting to-day; at least the invnlt i wot 1elt; -
except by a very few. Neverthelesy, T obald sos thist is
gave some pleasnre when I nsed the word Bahtns - Faps
thermore, after gathering inforinatiol concérifing thieit
vernacalar papers, I foond that they employed the wind -
‘Bantn’ for their races ocollectively, - T

Diring this transition sfage, it is Very’ nedsly njs
powsible in every-day speech to avoid tiaix ' eﬁ‘a’yﬁ&fd
‘native’; but it would be well if we eonlﬁg Jb' 86 ad -
sparingly a8 possible and also make oafdélved mors
aconstomed to the fine and simple word Basmtd; ' pro-

Por these prinvitive
peoples; who epeak the Batitn languages, ‘dee rapidly -
being welded into a Nation by their commoh toftering -
amd theit segse of common oppressfon. They are desa:
tined to become oue of the mhost impbriamt members of
herman society i bhe near fosure, Those ewiong thek,
who' have read books and thought out tHei¥ ewn: 'proby:
lems, are beginning to look wistfufly towatds the Ega 16 .
help them in overcoming the political oppressiost ‘of the

v hmnpathﬁmﬂyﬁgniﬂéinﬁﬁiﬁft&ﬁqm*
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they came in large numbers to the Indian meetiog: and
approached me privately afterwards asking me to take
up their cause. .

It may be asgked, why the word ‘African’ iteelf may
not be employed to describe these indigenons races. The
reason is.obvions. The Eunropean scttlera, who have
been occupying South Africa for more than three huone
dred years and were in occupatiun before the Bantu races
came down frrm Ceotral Africa, cull themselves Afri-
kanders; and the Dutch languages which they speak is
called *Afrikaans’ Thus, the word, ¢ Africans,” without
sny qualifying adjective, would be ambignous, There-
fore the 'word ‘Bantu,’ if only it can be made corremt
coin in common speech, is preferable.

This introduetion to.my subject will help, perhaps,
better than anything else to explain the complexity of
the South” African political problem.

wete vt o .. (To ba Conlinued)

TR

..nMessenger of Peace And
oo i Harmony

é;lgiitta;s- Tribute to Mrs. Sarojini Naidu

. During ber visit to Calcutta an address of welcome was
presented to Mre. Sarojini Naidu by the Calcutta Cor-
poration. -After welcoming Mrs. Naidu as the President
of the Indian Natioval Congress the address stated that
she had for many years past occupied a unique’ position
_ in the world of literature and bad filled with meledy
pages of immortal work snd referred to her poetry and
“gilvery eloquence.”

‘Continning the address gaid that the insult and op-
pression’ of ‘her countrymen in far off South Africa
awakened in her heart the tender instinets of motherhood
and she: hastened -to their aid as an ambassador and
featered the spirit of goadwill in foraign people, . It fur-
ther stated thit tae poplé, for ber service had .bestowed
on her the highest hoaour by choosing her as their leader
during the last session of the Indian National Congress.

‘Concluding jt said that she was the mesenger of peace
aud harmony aud was seeking to reconcile the conflicting
interests of several communities for the higher aim,
namely, the attainment of Swaraj.- :

_— R - -

Hindu Muslem Tension In India

In the course of a speech at a public meeting at Barisal
(Bengal) Mrs; Sarojini Naidu, referring to the inter-com-
munal tension, is reported to have said :—“I hLave
championed the Mossalman canse in mauy non-Muslim
countries. 1 hope they will not be angry with me if I

gay. that they should acknowledge the milk-debt and
blood debt of Mother Iundia.” Proseeding she said ;

“QGod is free and He cannot be God unless he i free and -

He wanta that His worshippers . must be free. -Will
Mussalmans not agree to this ? I bave fought for them
" in othier countries, but I will fight again for them here.
India'must be fres for [ndia sud [elam,”

Sjreaking at the same meeting Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta
said, if the people were to agitate -for Swaraj some
gorb -of unity most be brought about between the
Hindus and the Massalmans. He appealed for loyalty
to the Congress and in conclusion said : “Why is your
faith in. Hindu-Muslim unity so small ? Feel within
yourselves whether the relationship betweea the two
communitiea ia really so straived Go to the villages
and see thousands and thonsands of Hindus and Maslims
living in amity, Somebody when asked had™ ‘said these
riots would go on nptill November, .

These are elec-,.

tioneering tricks, At places people are being sent with

money with a definite purpose. At Feni, a Mahomedan

m :;;Eht ved-handed desecrating a mosqﬂe ai v.vell as

- The Story of My Experiments
With Truth |

[Br M. E, GaNDHI]

VI A Tragedy

1 have‘ said befora that I had few intimate friends
at the High School. Friends who could be called
intimate I had two, at different times, One of these
friendahips did not laat long, though I never forsook
the friend, He forsook me becanse I made frienda
with the other. The latter friendehip I regard as a
tragedy in my life. [t lasted long. I formed in it
a Bpirit of a reformer. This companion was ori-
gioally my elder brother's friend who and he were
classmates, I know his weakneeses, but I regarded
him as a faithful friend. My mother, my eldest
brother, and my wife warned me that I was in bad
company. I was too prond a husband to heed the-
wife’'s warning. .I dare not go against my mother's
though, and was bound to respeot the elder brother's.
But I pleaded with them : ‘I know ko has the weak-
nesses yoa attribate to him, bat you know not his
virtaes, He cannot lead mo astray, as my company
with him {s meant to reform him. 'For I am sure
that if he reforms his ways, he will be a spleadid
man. I beg you not to be anxious on my score.
I do not think that this satisfled them, but they
accepted my explanation and let me go my way.

I have seen since that I had canloulnted wrongly.
A reformer must not go into deop waters, He oan-
not afford to have intimaoy with him whom vhe
soeks to reform. Teue friendahip is wn identity of
souls rarely to be found in the world. Only betweon -
like natures can friendship be proper and enduring..
Bat friends react on one snother, Henoce in friend-
ship there is very little acope for reform. I sm of
opinion that all intimacice are to be aveided, for-

' mman easily takes in vice, not virtus. And he who,

wonld be friends with God maost remsain alone, or .
make the whole world his friend. I may be wrong,
but my effort to cultivate au intimate friondship
proved a failare.

Whon I came across this friend, a wave of ‘reform"
was sweeping over Rajkot, The friend informed
me that g0 many of our teachers were asecretly
taking meat and wine. He also named many other
well-known people of Rajkot as belonging to the
company. There were I was told some high-sqhool
boys also among them. I was surprised and pained.
1 asked my friend the resson, and he thus explained
it : ‘Weare a weak people, a8 we do not eat meat.
The English rale over us, as they are meateatera.
Meateators naver have boils or tumoars, and if they
chance to bave them they heal quickly. Our teachera
and other distingaished people who eat meat are nd
fools. They know its virtnea. You should also do
likewise. And there is nothing like trying. Try
an- find what strength it gives.' All this argument
waa not advanced at n pingle sitting. It represents
the substance of a long and elaborate, argument the -
friend was trying to hammer into me from time to
time, My elder brother had already fallen. Ho .
therefore supported the friend’s argumont. I certain-
1y looked feeble-bodied by the side of my br_oth(r‘
and this friend. They were both hardior, physically -
stronger, and more daring. This friend’s exploits
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cast a spell over me. He could ran lone. distances
and extraordinarily fast. He was au_adepl'. in bigh
and long jumps. He could put up with any amouni
of corporal punishment. He would often display
his exploite to me and as man ie always dazzled
when he sees in others the qualitics that he ]aclm 1
was also dazzled by tbis friend’s exploite. This was
followed by a strong desire to be like him. I could
bardly jump or ran. Why shonid not I also be aa
strong as this friend ?

Again I was a coward. 1 used to be haunted by
the fear of thieves, ghosts, and serpents. I dared
not therefore stir out of doors at night. Da.rknem
simply scared me away, It was almost impossible
to sleep in the dark, as I wounld imagine ghosts
coming from one direction, thieves from another,
and serpents from a third.. I could not therefore
bear to gleep withont a light in the room. How
coald I disclose my fears to the wife sleeping by the
side, now at the threshold of youth ? I knew that
she had more courage than I and I felt ashamed of
myself, Bhe knew po fear of serpents and ghosts,
She conid go out anywhere in the dark. The friend
knew all these weaknesses of mine, He wounld tell
me that he counld hold in his hand live serpents,
could defy thieves and did not believe in ghosts.
And all this was of course the result of eating meat.

A doggerel of Narmad's to the following effect
'was very much in vogue amongst us schoolboys :

Behold the mighty Englishman
Rules over the Native small,
Because being 8 meat-eater

He is five cnbits tall,

All this had ite doe effect on me. I was beaten: Tt

began to grow on me Ahat meat-eating was good, that -

it wguld make me strong and daring, and that if the
whole conntry took to meat-eating the English could
be beaten. :

A day was therenpon fixed for beginning meat-
eating. It will be difficult for many to see why a day

hadtobeﬁxodforthebeginningofthonewreform. :

The Gandhis were Vaishnavas, My parents were

particularly staanch Vaishnavas. They wounld re-

- gularly visit the Haveli (the chief Vaishnava temple).
The family had even its own temples. Jain‘sm is
also strong in Gojerat, and ita inflaence ig felt every-
Where and on all occasions. The opposition to and
abhorrence for meat-eating that is to be seen in
Gujarat among the Jains and Vaisnavas is to be seen
nowhere in India or outside. Thess were the tradi-
tions in which I was born and bred gp. And I wag
extremely devoted to my parents. I knew that the
moment they came to know of my having eaten
meat, they would be shocked to death. I was also
koowingly or unknowingly a servant of truth, I
cannot say that I did not lmow then that I wonld
have to deceive my parents if I began eating meat.

But my mind was bent on the reform. It was not

8 question of pleasing the palate, I diq not know
that it had a particularly good relish, I wanted to
be strong and daring and wanted Iy countrymen
also to be snch, 80 that we might defeat the English
and 'make India free—the word ‘Bwaraj® I had not
yet heard. The frenzy of the reform blinded me:
Wo completely 1 foract myselt;

The Right Hoo. Lord Ampthill, G.C.LE., The
Arch outside Pack Station (Mr, Gokhale’s
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