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OMMENTING on the postponement of the mentIndian School by Conncillor Mrs. E. L. Knight -
@ Asiatic Bill pending 8 Conference between on Saturday July 10 at 10-30 a.m, ' )

the Indian and Union Governmeats the
Modern Rerview (Calcutta) writes :— :

Whatever the final outcome may be, all parties, 1HE TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE e

the South African Government, the Government of ] . coa
India and the Indian settlers in South Africa, may HE fivst ' Conference of the Natal . :Fndmn
congratolate themselves on this happy result. For Teachers was formally noened by His Wor-
this due credit mnst be given to General Hertzog s ship the L[ayor of Durbian lfr, T. M_Wadley

;’:?l d?;nM;;a :,t:g::et(:o Bf“}:ﬁ:g&:‘:ﬂi: 3::11;2 . last Wednesday and whilst this is being penned
tion, and, ;:,t bnt not the least, to Mr C. F. the Conference is still in session. Being the first

Andrews. With smpreme faith in the righteousness of its kind the- public is naturally taking keen
of our canse and faith eveu in the South African  jnterest in its proceedings and is anxious to see it-
white man's natufre, be has worked prayerfully and 4}, 5roughly saccessful. His Worship the Mayor in
incessantly for a righteous seltlement..' A growing “hrine the Conk - Yimenied the
consciousness of the certainty of India becoming declaring 1 @ onlerence open. complimen B
self-governing and strong at no distant date must Teachers’ Seciety and expresséd his 1ndebt9_dn
have also helped the South African authorities to  to it, for that was the only body that came to His
arrive at 8 correct decision. Worship's rescue when he -was troubled over the
" Prince of Wales’ visit when the Indian community
. “represented by the 'Natal Tndian Congress bad
In the course of his speech recently at Pieters- tgken esception to the humiliating place given

borg Mr, Tielman Roos, the Minister of J ustice, re- il
ferring to the Asiatic question is reported tu haes them by the Durban Town Council in the general

t fid that, “cven the Asiatic Bill, if passed, wonl Programme of celebrating the occasion. Feeling
n't scltle the problem completely. They would it an insult to their Nationality they refused to |
8till have to take steps to prevent their towns being participate in the peperal celebrations.. But the -

eaten ap by the "Coolie” trader asat present.” - He tan .  cd
Loped that, “in the caso of any Coolie committing Indian Teachers Society felt that even at the cost

breach of the insolvency Law they would give him. ©f their national honour the commu ity ought to
8 chance to use the deportation powers he possessed  8tand by the Council and against the will of the.
vuder that law.” He also hoped that, “if they de- commauvity they decided t» participate in the -

tected any brecach of the Insolveney L.w by a - 3 toli ha e of
Coolie, however slight, they would at onc2 set the general celobrations and thas felieved the Mayor of

criminal machinery in motion, what appeared to him a great dlﬂi(__:ulty'? "'LT__he: :

’ Mayor therefore rightly congratuiated the Teachers™ ,

. o ' Society and the Society well deserved to be con- -
The only surprise to us is that this langoage and gratulated by the Magor. - . - D

hint comes from a person no lesser in position than ‘ ) identi sa which ie
the Minia_ter of Justice, Anfl vet ther_'e is little to ::!I}ehgdoniferenceﬂ ];rem:ide atial af]gress_ WIHCH- 18
bs surprised when ane thinks of his wiiq and Puvus 0 another enlumbd muakes interesting

undignified talk on many occasions in the past, reading. We shall however discuss here only one:
: aspect of the teachers’ profession. A teacher’s B
Hereisa little more of Mr. Roos. Spesi * position 38 a very respoosible one a.r_u’l it is perhaps
a meeting at Potgietersrust he is reportedmtlsnlfa:: a more rerponsible one than the position of parents,
b?;sted that “ when u;; Pact's five years’ tern of Lhe teacher is entrusted with the whole futnure of
odice was over it would be found they had done the children aud it iz his regpopsibility to mould
more in their i i ”» : : H e . :
Quite trus, in e:;madgn:::t.s‘ A. Party o 14" the children into a seli-respecting and intelligent
communiiy. The teacher has therefore to guard
u T himse1f against any action on his own part which.
The Republic is not dead. It will come in Gd's may have a detrimental effect npon the- pupils -
good time. Mr. Roos s ita pioneer; he will be ite uader him. We ware mach impressed b '
firl President.” The above statement is reported to . Lo o were mach imp 3 016 passage - .
have been made by Mr. Du Preez, Divisional Chair. 18 the Prosidential address, viz. ¢ By birth we are
man of the Nationalists who presided at g meeting at ~ South Africans avd Ly nativnality Tedians. - Tet
Pietersburg. e vs remember that we are South Africéns of Tndia DA
. ) ‘ ; ] patiouality.” | Inde~d that is what Iidian children. .
_The First Natal Indian Schonls’ Industrial Exhi- shonld be taupht.,  Aund what is 1nors, they shonld -
bition will be opened at the Curlisle Street Govern. be taught rot to be ‘ashamed of their nationality
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because they are Jooked dows upon as fndians in
this £otintiy, Mot ko deceive boniciends aid
to pocket their hatioal hohout under even the
most dire Giréumstances but to be proud of their
nationality and sacrifice everything to uphold their
national honour. That is the tuition given to
Europoan children in Eyropean schools by personal
examples of their teachers snd so sheunld it be
given to Indian childrei in Indisn schools by per-
sonal examples of their teachers. This is ths only
one and we beliove a very important aspeet of the
question of education. Amang the questions jo
bs Hsciissed In the Oojiferonce will go tenchers’
salaries, pensions etc., but this is also one that
should, and we hope that 1t will be discussed. Of
course such edgmutnmcm be impanted only i we
have natiopal jnstitutions and if the position of
teachqzs ig imide 5o strong that they weuld have
no cwuse 4o oomplain abony, their pergonal pequire-
menis and would be able to devote thair time and
energy io the advancement of their pupils. This

mﬁeﬁb@m only if our comntrymen who are
blasse withwealthwon]dooqurwd aad take
the yeins i their own handsand raise the standard
alike of the teachers and of edncation of fheir
children, Let us hope that ihis Conferemce will
merk the first step towards that direction.

S e el

. - 2 -
The Bar Sinister
[ 8¢ ¥. X. Gakpar)

Lord Birkénhead hias spoken on the Cologr Bar
BiH bf Sohth APrici and He Yiad blessed it. I hold
to my ‘opinion thet as pibee of racinl Tegisintibn # I
worsb than the Ciass Areas Reserwation Bill wiifeh
awsitg discussion st the farthooming (onferencs,
1t may not be put into operation against Asiatica for
the tints belng or at all. It may not be enforced
harghly ‘agsinst the nitive population. Bht the
objection against the measare is based wpon 4 fun-
dnmn:;l principle.and }tmi: the Mgomibﬂiﬁu of
mmh‘. ief it eondgins. I no wonder, therafore,
that the Indian settlera are agitated and that Mr.
Andrets hah spbkel Btrongly upofi tt.  The settlers
must eontinue their agitation against the Bill with
vigour and prepare their case for gresentation ¢ the
Conference,  Nopresentation can avoid raference to
tho Coloiir Bar Bill. For the one reflects the policy
of tire othet, The Coloter Bar Bill is in indication
of tho dedigns of the Urion Qoverrment in respact
of aativaa and Indian settlers. .And the Cllass Areas
Regervation Bill must be examined in. the, light of
the Government policy pn the Colour Bar Rill. The
postpbtieinent of the forniér does nol meéan any
change of policy. 1tmay well mean vnly postpone-~
mewt of theagony. {it s therefors necessary for ail
who are dnterested in this thorny question not to re-
lax vigilance. What has been done hitherto was
wol'k of destraction. The more difficult work of
constiuotion bas mow begun., Much will depend
upen thq attitude of the Goverament of EIndia, They
control the gitustion if tho eettiers are weakk,. When
3hq,lam arp girang they can monld their own

estiny. . .

Bot I aif ork§ to note that the Mon. Syed Raza
Ali oohisiders that there should 'be no protest in In-
dia egainst the Coloar Bar Bill. Though he eom-
mences his statemant hy saying that it is aot & legis-
Iative meastire against Indians, ‘he is foroed to ad-
mit that the Union Government will ander the Bill
‘have the power to extend much prohibition to our

people if it deems, & necesry.’ Why if be then
sarprised at;{ . Andrews’ opposition P The Syed
Saheb shonld alst know that the Indian ssbtlers ia
South Africd mre tanch sgitated over the Bill. In &
cable ju_st received, the Secretary of the South Afri-
can Indian Congrees says, ‘Trust atrong action taken
byyout;ng:?:ln Bar Bill which has not yet re-
ool o ¥ assent’ Mr. Androws §s. bopnd tp
object to this inhnman legislation wri‘ch is prinai-
pally aimed at natives of South Africa, if he may be
expected to raise his voice on behalf of us Indians,
He has miorgad himself in us as & oitizen of the
world, aot for any specinl virtnes of our own. But
the reason for his intervention is not the point ab
issme. The point ot tssae raised by the Syagoﬁm.'b
is whether we hero should oppose the Bill or net
Woell, we have always opposed it. The settiers have
always opposed it. And there s wo burden oun 1N,
now $hat the Conference is agreed upen, ot to
oppoay the Bill, There was--ocould be--not ¢aci
undevstanding not o oppose it. We may distinguish
a8 we have distinguished betwoeen the two menswres.
Th?tblourﬂar N i not po dendly in itw efel
against o8 ag the Glasy Aress Reservation Bill, And
tharefore it was thet greater streew was put apon the
latber by the Indisn doputation and the public, But
the oppotitiom {0 the former cannot be abatad be-
cayse the latter has been postponed, '
Nor arg the honesty and good *intentions -of
General Herlzog relevant to the discnssion, (Jemeral
Herteog i6 ot the antoorst of South Afries. He is
no permanont head. He may find himaelf 1o-morrow
in the game place that General Smuts secupies to.

. day, It is only the written undertaicing of the Gov-

ernment that can be taken into account, though we
have found to our cost that ever written under.
takings may be thrown on the sorapheap when
occasion requires the performancs, The comiing
Conference cannet be endangered hecanse twe opposs
8 pmessare whisch 3t 15 vur duty %o oppose. Tp briey
to ensuve a peaceftil atinocaphtre at the Conferenvg i
all that %8 movedsary 1o for us nob to Hinpots motives.7.
not ¢o sxaggerate and dot to Yise harsh Iangvage lu
disoreeing sublects, however patttal they mmy be,
To %o beyond i to durrendor the right of froe ahd
just critidiem and Jadgment. To do #b would be to
pay a price ght of wil portion tp the remnl
goughit #o bo achieved.— Youny India,

South Abrica And India

The Conference and After : The Prospects

Of Warld Peace

The following is the 1%th -of 5 sorles o} wtficlos
comtributed by Mr; ¢, F. Andrews tb the Fndian
Danly Maid s

At the folect Oommittoo 9t wad genetally
acknowledged that the evidencs brought forward by
the antl-Asiatic side was in mony ways feeble and
weak, We Yad expacted inuch mors carbinlly
reasoned Btatemonts and more Hcturate . figdres.
Some of the witnesses who appeared agdinat tho
Indisnd Wwere altogether futlle and ihacchrite In
their statements. ‘Buch was tho commol tulk. ‘To
take one notorious instance, 1t was public property
all over Cape Town (and the atory did not lose any-
thing in the constaat telling of it 1) that the Krugexs-.
dorp munieipal represontatives wvho came forward
had spoken of the iimense inflax af Indla]:m_ Into
the muicipality in the last fivé years, but when the
figares wetd called for and recorded it was foand
tha} there hud only Heen one womadd addod 0 the
Indian population and -twenty-five bables. 088
twenty-five babies otf ngara(:g;np f.ormadwk. 8 standing
oke in Cape Town for more than 8 weekl. . |
’ But thongh it seems <erisin that the evidence
went in the South African Indians’ favour and the
Select Committee was justified, on the evidence it~
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eolf, in voting for the postponement of the Bl)_l,
pending a tonforence, yet i must not for a moment
bp snpposeq that the danger {s ovef, or the maller
almify settled. The acceptince of a conference by
the South African Government has relieved tlié eg-
treme tensiok of the poljtical atmosphare on bof,
sides of the Indidn Ocean for the Hme being. Put
thid represents a precarious armiatice only. If does
not yet clearly point the way to any aéitled peace.
The pansé may sérve to show the recipice which
had besft tedched,—the brink of hostilities on which
wo werp tanding. 1t will also mean that a5 mhﬁ
sigeit attitnde on elther side is impossible, Yet
problem jteelf is a8 dangerdns as ever, duause the colour
prefudics wohich is f:é driving frroé bihinid oll 46 apti-
Tudiak agylalion in Soulh Africa 4l remaing wp-
dhniinishad.

Hardening of Qplniqn’

Among the things that I prectically learnt ia
South Africs, during 8ve months’ stay in the coup-
try, ¢he following points seem ¢o e io be of in-
terast aud importance with regard to the texper and
stmapphere, which have to be met sad allowed for :

(1) Opinjon bas hardened parceptibly agningt the
Indisn pmong the great masees of 4he public. There
arp maRy pacessry easons for this and the econo.
- DMg reagop is.one of them. But eolour prejudice is
of far greater intensity even than before.. The In-
disp in South Africa is profoundly disliked. No-
body seems to like hiwm; but no one ean tell the
reason, ‘There jo & groak pmount of 4ruth in the
proveth‘Give a dog & bad game and hang him.”

{2) The barsinister of colear bas hardened aiso,
Thare is far mere colour prejudios to-day in certnin
directions.  When Bishop Fisher, of America, came
back to Calcutta from South Africa, I wondered at
the etrength of his langwsge. But I do not wonder
now that 1 have sean ¢hings with my own eyes. The

hange, for instance, at the ‘Cape, since my last
Fiait #n 1820, is nothing leas than portentous.
. 43 Yot nt the same time, strange to esy, along
with all this terrible hardening of race prejudice,
and this raising of the eolour har still higher, thero
is in wmany weys a mach more friendly foaling
growing up towards the African native races and an
acknowledgmant that shey are not having a square
dopl. By ene of those very curions paychologicat
reagtions ¢his thing, e0 admirable in itoelf, has, by
a repercussion; told heavily mgainst the Indians,
whgmnownegudqd more and more as

thecountry, : -

@) The aquitibriom reached between India and
South Adriea in the SmutsGandhi Agreement of
19].:1 haa completely broken down. Call the breach
Which has taken place q breack of faith, a breach of
sondiment, or what you will—the breach is there,
yawning wider every moment. The wery basis of
the ald egreement hag been undermined and the ex.
plogian has already taken place svhich has destroyed
the super-structare. We haveto find g Rew equi-
hl_mnm or else to endure, between the two coun-
tries, 8 perpetual friction, which is really worso thian

mity some” b7 s
nitaly e had alveady seon one right
another filched away from i:e’t nstmﬂ:gmd yet
£ad held her paace. Byt when it hecame the apenly
expresaed Jntention of the Government of Bouth
Africa {to guote Dr. Malan'’s words) to ‘apply
Var tmo 10 Junke the whole s ul 20Uy’ i
a8-Ume to mak W, w and
this thing eould not be done. 3 dhat
pointa +{hres Q

I wonld add fo these four thers,
which have baen borne in npan my mind ihrog,
ﬁmucﬂmvpim been thronsh-n &

the :
(») A young nation like South Africa, seeking its

own freadom of development and Fedonting outsids

criiciin, ot Doty o7 Jo be Sasuling b8 Al

old nation like India at & Hime when India also ig

seeking her national freodoin. Oiie of ‘Tielin:

Roog’ 6peeches dbout Indian clerks. and wh}tsa, ﬁf

mmgingdmmw Indian honodr thab conld
ipta co i

'(b)yTho E:ltgoto-day is highly sensitive.. 901(;3

Bar Bills discriminating agamnst Indiaps coupl
with Astatio DL v Hike Eobid raskhs Ty
) ' Such mngofht]jlm

int.onowdermaﬁm'. zine. Such fhroying of lighted
maiches dbont in the present critigal time ig 8 binn-
der which is yoris thsi & erime. One such folly
at'jh%.u.-s i, Jagt year, is g.ud to Hawe Gost Brjl
trade in the Far Edsk £200,000,000 dam: e —p
cogt] afterxt:g,m# work, The East is nob whab it
'wag before the War, e A
() World opinion outside Sonth Africs i§ steadily
hardening against Sonth Africa with her ‘Colonr,
Bars’ Europe eimply cannot afford to have another
War, or ,evgn 8 forther dislocation of trade, FThe

West would go midef, This is the sane angd sober
opi,u.i:;(.)of .eui%# statesman 88 Lord Grey pf Fallg.
d?_f-h ﬂn.les&ths k is et to-diy by the Wﬁ
Sl sl s sl 7 Do

c e / oA ol el g o)
peed atraight for & world dsnelgi e

Natal Indian Teichers’
. Ponlerence

‘The firat Conference of the Natal Tndian Teaghers’ .
Society was oppned by His Worship the Mayor Mr,
T. M. Wadley last Wednesday at the M. K. Gandbi
Library. Teachers from qll psrta of the, Province
wero preseut and the Hall was filled with many
other members of the Indian community and goveral
Eurppeans also being present. '

.. Presidental Addigss -
The following. is the text of the Preaidentia] .
Address read by Mr, A, Raf President of dhe Can. -

Dbrosenting practically il the Indian Schools 4n the -
Province of Natal., .Basides those who .wonld talke
an actual part .in the proosedings I rojoice to mee
present many ladies and gentlemen swhaoas Presence -
to-day; I have no doubt wonld enmhauce the wWeight
and dignity of the procesdings fo-morrow. F
Ladies and gentlemen, you have given me a privi.
lege in putting me in & place where others among -
you are better fitted, but nevertheless, for the good-. -
will you have shown me and for the eonfidence yom
have plaeed in me; I feal bound to express publicly
Iny sense of personal obligation towards yon, Ibo-
lieve I am honoured. mone for -my good intentions
rather than my intelligence. 4 am fure .yon will -
‘pardon me for my ehortecomings in _the -linge rep:. -
ponsibility entrusted to me and & ask you fo help
ime in my tavk, . . CT
comingtothepnrposeotthisconfumm, it -
would bo well to trace what brought abont the re-’
construction of the Natal ‘Indian Teachers™ Society.
“Ten years ago it was felt ‘by many teachers that a -
Tepresentative body of teachers was highly ne
dn order to voice nnitedly the wiews of Abat section
»f the community; but the efforts of the promoters
were not wholly erowned with suecess then. -Fhoge
feachers who served in Government-Aided Bcohools .
formed a Society and repres?nwd their interests
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while those in Government Schools had a body of

their own and discussed questions that directly

affected them. Bat this division was not to be for
all times, for the visit of HLR.H. the Prince of

Wales to Durban during June laat year, brought the

teachers from all classes of. schools together in a

common undertaking and that was to accord His

Highness a right royal welcome from the Indian
Schoola. -

Ladies and gentlemen, it was theo felt that the
time was past for division and immediately a power-
ful body representative of all the Indian Teaghers
in the Province of Natal was formed, with the re-
gult, that to-day there is in existence such a body
which has already received official recognition by
the Provincial Council Executive, and there are
visible signs that this body would serve a very unse-
ful purpose in the future.

As President of the Society it seems to me s fitting
oceasion, to briefly outline the aims and objects of
our institation. :

‘The Society has been established to promote a
feeling of goodwill amoog the members of the teach-
ing profession, to protect and further ita interests and
to devise such means as wounld improve the seocial
and edocational advancement of the teachers,

To create, develop and maintain a high standard
of proffessional efficiency and voice colleotively the
opinion of teachers on matters pertaining to their
profession.

Also to deepen interest in edacation and to study
problems specially affecting the education of Indian
children in this Province and to offer suggestions
thereon from time to time. '

. Ladies and gentlemen, before we proceed with
the business that lies before ns, it would be neces-
gary to have & short review of our schools and teach-
ers of the past. To the Missionaries, the thanks of
our peoplo are due. They were the pioneers in the
canse of Indian education and the establishment of
the firat School by them dates no less than half a
century. - There are oven to-day a large number of
schools under their management and are of course
subsidized by the Government upon the basis of the
average number of scholara

By way of comparigon, it has to be admittod that
remarkable changes have taken place within the
period: of fifty years, and to-day the outlook is
gomewhat different. Quoalified teachera are to be
found in every school, with the result that teaching
is more systematic and methodical.

1 seize this opportanity of sounding & nate of far- -

reaching conseqnence and I trust that my appeal
would not-be made in vain. We are, after all, a
part and parcel of the community. Our profession
is not one of money making, but our service is
admittedly & noble one. Iask for the co-operation
and  assistance of the public in the edueation
of their children. Among the. thousands of
‘children that swe have in our schools, there are
many who show exceptional intelligence in learn-
ing, but their school career is often abraptly eat
short owing to the poverty and the unfortunate cir-
cnmstance of the parents. Therefore it would
appear that there is a scope and ample room for
propaganda work, . What form or method shonld be
adopted is entirely in your hands. I feel inclined
to say that the wealthier classes should be apprized
of the difficulties that lie in our path, and that it is
posaible for them to render invaluable assistance in
Qeserving cases.

Now coming to an importaat part of our busi-
ness, viz., our status and qualifications, I cannot
but emphasise one or two poiats.

Though tho present day teachers are better trained
to do their work than their predecessors were, yot it
is not at all satisfactory for them to sit content aftar
obtaining the Senior Grade Indisn Teachers’ Certf-
cato that is irsued as & result of .examingtion by the

Education Department. Simultaneouely with onr
request to teach up to Standard VI in all onr
Primary Schools, it should be urged that provision
be made for higher training of teachers than what
is given.

1 hoped that the Department wounld assist us in
the matter which tends not only to improve our
statna, but also would be prodactive of more effi-
cient work in the aschoola,

Ladies and Gentlemen, I might be permitted to
make o few remarks, recardiog the importance of
our vocation. My object in doing 80 is simply an
endeavounr to show how muach the edngated Indian
!night be an asset to the land of his Lirth. What is
it that is binding to-day and has provided wus an
opportunity to freely discnss matters from a common
platform ? It is not only because we ara all follow-
ing t}_le same profession, but something of u far
more importanees, and that ia our knowledge of the
English langaage, n language which is the official
one of the British Empire. '

To-day oar teachers, I believe, all are Sounth
African born and as far as poasible have adopted the
Waestern modo of living, and the position may be
saummed np as follows: By birth we ars South
Africans nnd by nationality Indians, Lat us re-
member that we are South Africans of Indian
nationality. Indeed I have never worked in any
othor spirit than that—our conntry is Soath Africa
—our nationality ia Indian.

To my mind he is a beiter and traer Indian, the
more he is attached to the land which gave him
birth, the raore he ia bound in brotherly tie to all the
children of the soil, the more he racignizes the
fraternity of all the commnunities of the country;
and the hond which binds them together in the
pursnit of comwmon aims and objects under n oom-
mon government. '

I now come to the business that wirranta our,
attention. Why are we holding this Ginforence L
What is it thit we want 7 What are wa striving for 7 «
The resolations that are to bLe sebmitied to you ¢
would answer these questions. There nra s3me '
suggeations a8 regirds the paymont of salaries to
teachers, Pansion for toachors in Aided Sohools, the
raising of Standards in Primwry Sohools, " Direot
Gnverament control of Aided Sohools;: while there
ara others dealing with mattera of a dilferent char-
acter, such as inasugaration of the Scouts movement,
Sick and Benefit Faod for teachers, the nesd for
girls' schools and other mattars, '

These resolutions set forth onr views and iadicate
the direction in which onr thonghte ave travelling.
I think I am right in saying that all thess do not

- occupy exactly the aama place in our regards. There
may bo some differance as to the importance of one
or two of them. I do notat pragent propoge to say
anything upon the varions reanlutions, but I have no
doubt that tho guestions will be disonssed in a
manaoer that will roflect erorlit upon us alk, ’

I will only say, ba modsrate in gour damands, be
accaratein your facts and b3 logieal in your nrgu-
meat3! You may then rost assured, thit any pro-
p>iition yon mako fo the Anthoritive will b3 re-
ceived with consideration.

Diacassing in an oriderly rad a peactable manner
important questions afficting onr woll-beiny, and
wmay I sny, the wall-baiag of thousinls of childran
under onr care, wa are but fnllowing tho only
canrso Congtitation allows us to raprasent oar view.,

Ladies and g:ntlemen, I hopa that this Conforence
of Indian Teachers will raiss anch aspirations among
us as will enablo us to adopt a constractive policy,
having for ita main object, the moral and educational
improvement of the teachera and the children. All
sign9 point to the conclasion that the period of re-
constraction has arrivel. May I, therefore, appeal
to the teachers present, to give serions thought to

the matters that will bs placed hafore you sad -.dia_-’
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cusa dispassionately, giving every attention, thereby
ensuring the deliberations a success. :

Cremation The Best Method Of
Disposing of the Dead

Dusban Europeans’ Move

~ The initial ateps in the establishment of 8 crema-
torinm at the Stellawood Cemetery were made last
Satarday afternoon, when the foundation stone was
laid by Senator Sir 0. G, Smith.

The site is an admirable one at the bottom of the
Euaropean portion of the cemetery. The proposed
building is to be an imposing structure and part of
the high tower bas already been erected. For the

present, only the bnilding of the actnal crematorinm _

i8 being proceeded with. There will be later added
& small chapel for the holding of services, and wait-
ing and record roomns. The complete structure will
be a particularly pleaging piece of architecture.
There will be a handsome porch at the front, and
this will open on to a waiting and record room. The
chapel will be about 20 feet long and 40 feet wide,
Daring the holding of the funeral service the coffin
will slowly disappear from view; being transported
mechanically to the incinerating chamber. Colum-
baria for the reception of the urns and memorial
tablets will be provided on the inside and outside of
the principal walle of the bunilding. On the other

side of the hall there will be arched colonnades,

raised above the level of the ground, protecting the
eolumbaria in the outside walls, .

The proceedings were opened by Mr. J. H. Nicol-
+8om; Who declared that the occasion was one of more
than ordinary interest. It marked the introduction
to Sonth Africa of 8 much needed reform which
would bring it into line with other conntries of the
world, where it had been recognised as a cleanly
method of dispozsing of the dead. He stated that in
bis opinion, cremation would ere long be regarded
a8 the only desirable method of burrying the dead.

. Fire—the Cleansing Element

In declaring the stone well and troly laid, Sir
Charles Smith said that he had previously atead-
fastly refased to undertake the laying of fonndation
stones. He regarded this, however, as the founda.
tion of a wonderfal reform. Heo thought that cre-
mation was a very beautiful idea. Fire wag general-
1y recoguised a8 the great cleansing element, go why
shonld it not be wused for cleansing the dross of
bumanity. He appealed to the community to take
8 greater financial interest in the project. This was
not the first project in which Natal had taken the
lead_. and he hoped that this commonsense form of
barial would soon be in operation throoghout the
Union. -

His Worship the Mayor of Darban, Mr,
Wadley, sid it andoubtedly required wmi;LtLo
introdupean innovation of this sort in view of the
generations of prejudice and sentiment. He thought
that it would be only a question of time before the
movement wotld spread throughout Soath Africa.
The movement was one which shonld not be left to
private enterprise, but should be taken up by the

Government as a nationa} matter in the j
the health of the community. Interesta o

Councillor Mrs. Knight characterieed the
mode of burial 28 2 menace to public healtl:wssell::
commented on _the shortsightedness of the generation
whielt bad decided to locate the cemetery tn what
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The Story of My Experiments
" With Trmth -
[Br M K. émm]_ T

We reproduce_the following in parts from Mr.
Gandhi’s Young India and we have no donbt it will
be read with interest by our readers in Sout_h Aﬁ'leur :

Introduction

JAt-the instance of some of my nearest co-workers
I agreed four or five years ago to wrile my- auto-
biography and also made the start. But I had
gearcely tarned over the first sheet when riotq broke
out in Bombay and the work remained where it
was. 'This was followed by a series of eventa which
culminated in my imprisonment at Yeravada. 8jt,
Jeramdas, who was a fellow prisoner with me there,
asked me to leave everything else and finish writing
the autobiography. I sent him the reply that I had
already framed a conrse of study for myself, and
that I conld not think of the antobiography before

_going through the course. ] should indeed have

finished the autobiography had I had my full

.inoings at Yeravada, But there wag still a year left

to reach the task, when 1 was discharged. Swami
Anand has now repeated the proposal, and as I have _
finished the history of South Africa, I am tempted
to undertake the autobiography for Nayivan, The
Swami wanted me to write it separately for publi-

_cationas a book. But I have no spare time., I

could only write a chapter week by weel.. Some-

_thing has to be written for Nayivan every week.

Why should it not be the autobiography ?. The
Swami agreed tqltthe proposal, and here am I at the
bicgraphy. Buata God-fearing friend had his doubts,
which he shared with me on the day of my silenca.
“What has get yon on this adventnre?’ he said.
“Writing an autobiography is a practice peculiar to
the West. I know of no one in the East who has
not come under the Western influence having
written one. And what will yor write? Supposing
yoa reject to-morrow the things you hold-as prin-
ciples to-day ? Or supposing you revise in future
your plass of to-day ? Is it not likely that the men
who shape their conduct on the authority of your
word, spoken or written, would be misled 7 Don't -
you think you weunld be better advised -in writing
nothing like an antobiography just yet, if at all ?* -
The argament had some effect on me. But it is
not my purpose to attempt a real autobiography. -I

“simply want to tell the story of my numerous ex-

periments with trath, and as my life is pothing but.

- those experiments, it is true that the story will take

the shape of an autobiography. But I will not mind
it, if every page of it speaka only of I;my experi-
menta, I believe or at any rate flatter myself with
the belief that a connected account of all these ex-
periments will not be without benefit to the reader.
My experiments on the political field are now knows
not only to Indis but to a certain extent to -the
civilised’ world. For me they bhave not much
value, and the title of Makaima'that they have wom
for me has therefore even less. Often the title has
deeply pained me and there is not 3 moment I could
recall when it might be said o have tickled me, But
I would certainly like to narrate my experiments on
the spiritual field which are known ocnly to myself
and from which I have derived such power ag I
have to work on the political field I the experi-
ments are really spiritual, then there can be no room
for self-praise. They will only add to my homility,
Asg I refiect moro and more, and look back on my
past, my limitations are ever 80 much vivid to me.
What I want to achieve, what I have been striving

.and pining for these thirty years, is gelf-realisation,

‘,0,, to see God face to face, 30, t0 attain &WJ I

Hve aud sitoye sndt Lave wmy belog isg the puteuit of
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for the quest of Truth arc as easy as they are diffi-
cult, They may appear guite impossible to an in-
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himself that ven the &mﬂd crush him, Only
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e dialo; ebetweenVamshta d Vishwa-
mitra makek this abitidxhtly clear, i g‘;hma
Islam also amply bear it out.
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But I must elosa. I ton take up the actudl mofy
only in the next chapter;
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