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SOUTH AFRICA DEBATE IN THE HOUSE
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LORD OLIVIER’'S MOTION DRAVING ATTENTION TO THE
DISABILITIES OF INDIAN SEITLERS. |

In the Houso of Lords on Wednesday, February 24th Lord Olivier rose to call atten-
tion to apprehensions publicly expressed by the Governor-General of India in reference to legis-
lation proposed by His Majesty’s Ministers in the Union Government of South Africa affecting
the rights and interests of eubjects of His DMajesty of Indian origin or descent, domieciled
in South Africa, and to ask the Secretary of State for Indis whether he can give this House
an assurance that such rights and interests heretofore lawfully enjoyed will be equitably

"guaranteed snd mainteined ; and to move for Papers. :

The uoble Lord said: My Lords, the observations of the Governor-General of Tndia -
to which I desire to call your Lordships® attention are reported in a Reuter’s telegram in
“The Times™ of Janmary 21 last. They were delivered at the opening of the Indian
Legislative Assembly. The report states :— ' .

** Speaking of the position of Indians in South Africa, Lord Reading said that there
had been continuous progress in the legislation in South Africa prejudicial to the positian of
Indisns and tending to make it; increasingly difficult for them %o prosper of even exist in the
Dominion, and further anti-Asiatio legislation had been recently introdused and was now
pending before the Union Parlisment. The purpose of this legislation was to empower urban
authorities compulsorily to segregate Indians and confine their rights of trading and of acquiring
property to the limits of the areas assigned to them. The Bill also contained further restric-
tive provisions in regard to the acquiring or leasing of land outside the coastal belf in Natnl,'
the immigration and importation of wives and families, and inter-provincial movements.

“The Townships Bill (the Viceroy continued) contains what appears to my Govern-
ment to be a radically objectionable principle, and the existing sversion from this policy has
beenintansiﬁedbythemtemtofDr.Mnhn,ininhodmingthoBininthe Union Assembly
laatJuly,thatthemmmmhuedonthegenaralpmposiﬁonthnt the Indian was an .alien
element, in the population of the Union and that no solution of the question wonld be accept
able unless it resulted in & very considerable reduction of the Indian, population.”

After further observations, His Excellency went on to 8By i~

. “ We have never doubted the right of South Africa to guide the course of their own,
domestic and economio legialation but in our view there are far wider considerations involved
in this legislation than local economic policy alone. In onr opinion they have an important
bearing upon the Empire as a whole. The proposed measures are not, in our view, in accordance
with thuse prinoiplea which bind the Empire together in a community of sentiment, and we
hope this aspect of the proposals nay yet commend itself to South African opinjon, .'Even.
on the narrower issue of economic necessity we believe, from information now received by
us, that the situation may be capable of adjustment in othor ways, Our negotiations are still
procecding, and we ehall continue to press our views to the utmost of our ability. We .
cannot say whether we shall sucoced in our endeavours, but 1 hope that & cause which, ag
it appears to us, humasonmdequityonitasidowillulﬁmnﬁelypmvail."'

Lord Reading, in this last Session of the Legislative Councl, is still maintaining th
mw?lﬁedchmplomhipdmﬁghmdhdmmmwﬁchhudisﬁnguhhedhimm?:
conhunomlimothispmdeeeuomintheirdealings with the interests of India. There has
been an unbroken sucoession of ‘representations from His Majesty’s ropresentatives in India.
on behalf of the rights of Indians in South Africa and other Colonies, and I trust that this last,
Pronouncement of Lord Reading and the action he has taken may really bring matters in raga.rd.' ’
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2o the nghts of our felluw subjects in_India to’s hoad and let us have some kind of moratorinm
from this continual pressuro upon them which is being exercised to the great disturbance of
-our own Imperial relations with India.

1 should like to take this opportunity, if I may, in view of the pending retirement ot
Lord Reading from the Governor-Generalship, to congratulate His Alajesty’s Government on
the veleotion which they have been able to mako for his snocessor. I think I may persunally
say this because at the present time His Majesty’s Government have to deal iniTndia with con-
stitutional quesdons of profound difficulty and it bappens that I myself some years ago was
personally brought into contaot with Mr. Wood, as he then was, in regard to a mission to the
'West Indies, in whioh he was deputed to inquire into the constitutional aspirations of the people
in that pert of His Majesty’s Dominions. I had several long conversations with Mr. Wood
and read with great interest the Report which he made afterwards, As your Lordships are
.aware, I have been familiar with the peoples of the West Indies for many years. 1 am pretty
conversant with their feellings with regard to constitutional questions and the franchise and
electoral questions, and I was profoundly impressed by the aoumen, sympathy and real depth
«of intelligence and understanding which were displayed on & short visit by Ar, Wood in his
dealings with these constitutional questions in the West Indies,

When I saw that His Majesty's Government had been able to recommend that gentle-
man to His Msjesty for this highly important position, I felt that I knew nobody in con-
temporary politica or contemporary administration whose appointment would give myseif,
go far as I waa able to judge and, I awm eure, others who sit behind me who know Lord Irwin
botter than I do, greater confidence that the great constitutional difficulties which face us
in Indis will be dealt with in the most intelligent and far-sighted spirit. I do desire to
give this word of congratulation to His Majesty’s Gevernment upon the prospeot of having the
political affaire of our Indian dependency carried on from that point of view with the greatest
possible efRalency.

- After that digression I should like to mention g, fow faots with regard to the history
of the settlement of Indians in South Africa. It dates from the year 1860 and the 'point to
be noticed is that the settloment of Indians in South Afries beginning with the settlement in
Natal, was from the first & settlsment strenuously demanded and promoted by tho Govern
ment of Natal and that the prosperity of the sugar interest in Natal was founded, and for
many years depended, upon Xndian immigration. Therefore, for nearly flity years, from the
year 1860 to 1908, it was the polioy of the Government of Natal and of the South African
Government generally to encourage the immigration of Indians into Natal and for the first
part of that period, for twenty or thirly yeam, not only to encoursge them to come in and
work upon the plantations but to encoursge them to settle. As part of the inducoment to
come into Natal, they were offered, in lieu of a return passage, & grant of land upon which
to settle and they were repeatedly guaranteed by Hia Majesty’s Govermment and by the Unjon
Government that they would be under no civil disabilities whatover that they would be going
from poverty and perhaps a restrioted social position in Indin to o country where they would
be free, where there was no discrimination against colour or race, to the Colony of Natal,
which was founded on Queen Viotorin's birthday, with o Proclamuotion, issued in Her Majeaty's
name, to the effect that there should be in the Colony no discrimination or distinotion whote
ever in regard to rights agoinet any person on account of grounds being of any priviloges of
the law from any person, and no restriction of any privileges of law tu nny persons on the
grounds of race or colour.

They were given those gunrontees which were at that time given to evory person
in the British Empire—guarantees that they should have absolutely free, cqual and just treat-
ment. In those ciroumstances & very extensive colonisation of Natal took place. More than
100,000 Indians came there, set up their domicile and brought up their familjes there, Later
on, after about thirty yesrs of immigration, the Natal Government began to be afraid that
they were getting too many Indians settled in the Colony, and they chnaged their polioy so far
that they discouraged settloment. They withdrew the lnnd grants and they offered repatria.
tion passages. They also, Inter, began to offer o bonus to Indiens who would retumn. But
or the first thirty years not only were they offered land grants but they wore also required,
after their indentures had expired, to spend five years in the Colony befors returning to India
in order that'_they might help in building up the industries of the Colony, Simultancously
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1iththmwho¢m.withthe&indenwmmdwmompbyedonthophnhﬁ'om.the Govern-
ment, enoouraged the immigration of a large number, meialy of Mahomedsa Indisus, from Surat
and the West Coast of India, to meet the needs of the population as traders and business
men and some of them as artificers,

The whole history of this brsiness upto 1908 has been oontinual request on the part
~of Natal that Indians should come and work there. But about the year 1900, or sltovrfly after,
the alarm of white people in South Africa with regard to the competition of -Ananolabom
in their midst began-to set up 4 covnter-current and disabilities began to be imposed mpon
Indian settlers in Africa. Those disabilities were strangly resented by the Indian Goven-nment
and very strongly resented indeed again and again upon the Benches of this House and in the
most eloquent terms. By degrees the injustice and pressure put upon Indians after they bad
been imported at the urgent request of the planters, o turn them ou$ of the Colony at the
urgent request of the traders, became so serious that the Government of India refused to allow
-any forther immigration of Indians into Natal At the same tixe there were domicile in Natal,
as I have said, more than 100,000 Indians and their families of the first and second geners.-
tions employed in sgriculture and in business all over the country. In other parts of South
Africa as well there were these psople who had come into the Colony under & perfectly and -
guaranteed statement of principle of law with regard to the position under which they and
their descendants would be entitled to live there—namely, with the ordinary rights of other
British subjects, and no question whatever about it.

- It was against this encroachment upon these guaranteed rights that the Indian Govern-
mmmmpemdlymdwnmwyfought,uitisatﬂﬁsmommhning to fight. That,
then was the position 80 far os the settlement of Indians in Natal was concerned. That was
the position to which Lord Reading was calling attention in his observations in the Yegisla-
tive Assembly. Sinoce the date of Lord Reading’s speech the potition in South Africa regard.
"ing the infraction of the rights of Indians has been rendered very much more acute and
serious by the re.introduction of what is known as the Colour Bar Bill, which was introduced
-last year in the Legislature of the Union of South Africa and wes thrown out in the autumn
of last year by the Senate of the Union of South Africa, That Cllour ‘Bar Bill has been
se-introduced and it very strongly complicates the situation,

I must trouble your Lordship with a few references to the Colour Bar Bill and the
-mnnmrinwhinhittggramthop'iomoewhinhismwbeingfeltbylndhmonmnnb

-whmhhugthouthAﬁica,hinducingtheGovemmmotthosonthA&iemUniom
.dthnughthayhavopnaadtheColourBatBﬂlwihhmhmﬁngIndimsonthe sabjeot, to allow
theIndimdepnhﬁonminSonthAfricaunbehﬂfoftheIndim Government to be heard
by a Select Committes of the Legislature before the Second Reading of the Areas Registration
Bill takes place, so that the principle of that Bill may be discussed, and it may be possible
to exercise some influence wpon the Government of South Afriea not to proceed with that
Bill. On the other hand, they would naturally commit themselves by a Second Reading to
tho undiluted principle of that Bill. That this action has been taken shows, I am glad to say,
& very friendly epirit on the part of the South African Governmens towards the representations
that have been made to them on behalf of the Government of India., That is a satisfactory
-element in the situation. But the question of the Areas Bill is in suspense, and I trust there
may be bope that it will not be pressed to extremes. .

I would like to retam now to the Colour Bar Bill which has recently been reintroduced.
'ThisBillpurportatoamendthel\ﬁnesnndWorksActoflsll,uponthe plea that some
-nmendmmt'unmarytombheermineolwrbarmguhﬁonsw be validly made which,
when they were sttempted under that Act previously were declared by the Courts of the

. Transvaal to be invalid. The Mines and Works Act enables tho Minister for Mines and
Indnshieutorequirethatpmonsmployedin snd about machinery shell be so qualified
“that they can carry on their ocoupation without danger to thuse who might be affected by
‘inefficiency. Under that Bill the Minister mada certain regulations preseribing that no native
-or Aniatic should be allowed to be employed in or abont mines, works or mechinery.
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A prosccution was entered against o gentleman named Hildick-Tmith on the ground
that he had employed a pative who was perfectly qualified—it was admitted in evidence that
the man was perfectly qualifiecd—to drive an engine. He wae acquitted by the magistrate,
who took a very intelligent, view of the regulation that a person could be declared not qualified
to receive o certificate of competency to run machines bocause he was a coloured man, and
held that it was “ultra vires.” The Attornoy-General, on behalf of the Crown in South
Africa, apposled to the Bench and the Bench of four Judges upheld tho decision of the magis.
trate. There is a rather interesting passage in the judgment of one of the Judges, Mr. Krause,
who is not himself » South African, which T should like to read to your Lordshipe :—

“It is remarkable that one of the oldest laws of the Transvaal desling with the
pative populstion recognises the fact thut ‘the ignorance, usages and customs of the native
population render them wunfit for the duties and responsibilitios of civilised life,” However,
in providing for their better treatment and management by placing them under special super-
vision, the law-giver expresses the desire that the differontiation shall only continue to exist
‘until they shall be able to properly understand—' using o split infinitive which has been
condemned in your Lordships’ House—

“ ‘and appreciated such dutics and responsibilities as they may reasonnbly be decined
capeble of performing in obedience to the general law.’ This law contains to provision re-
stricting or prohibiting the mnative from competing with tke white man”—
this is the sole and simple reason for this Colour Bar Bill—

*“or dobarring him from following any trade or occupation he pleases; in fact, the policy the
Statute scems to contemplate his gradual emancipation, and secks to encourage and eduoate
him ‘to understand and appreciate the duties and responsibilities of civilised life,’ ®

All of whioh, of course, applies oqually to Asiatics who are at present in the Transvaal—

“The policy of the regulation. on the contrary, deprives the native from enjoying
the very fruits of his advancement by prohibiting him from performing such work as in this
case it was proved he was capuble of doing. Greater repugnancy can hardly be imagined.”

The whole case of the Indinn Government sgainst the oppressive and ropressive legisla-
tion that is continually being exercised against Indians is that it is entirely ropugnant not only
in its foundation principles to the jdea of the British Empire but also to statutory rights and
common law rights under which Indinns have settled in South Africa.

This Bill practically enacts that no Asintic shall at any time be deemed eompotent
or be allowed to be employed in'any mines, works or industries in which any kind of me.
chanical propulsion is employed. They may not, for instance, be employed in Lrick work,
in lime works and in sugar mails. T may point out thot the Indians aro lnrgely engaged
in the sugar industry and they muay not be employed, as at present, in boiling sugar, being
totally excluded by the provisions of this Bill from being allowed to meke uso of their facultice
to obtain the bencfits of any kind of technical education or advancement, in order that they
may be kept down as an unskilled proletariat. That is the whole tendenay of the legislation
now being supported by the Government there and by what I rogret to say is called the
Labour Party in South Africa.

FATAL WAY OF DEALING WITH THE QUESTIOX,

I am not going into the ressons that are given by the Labour Party in South Africa
for continuing what I regard as such a wrong-headed and fatal way of dealing with this ques.
tion, nor as to why they do not deal with it as it would be dealt with in England—namely,
by setting up a trades union standard, and insisting that eertain qualifications shall bo complied
with. Why they are not able to do thot in relation to their own capifalist employers is a
matter of rather complicated history, It happens that the South African skilled workers arp
in a diffioult and weak position, and find themselves continually liable to be under-cut by the
engagement of cqually skilled African natives at woges much less than those which would
have to be paid to skilled white workers. It is ns a self-protective measure, proceeding as I
am convinced on entirely short-sighted lines, that they are supporting this, It is & mistako
not only from the point of view of the skilled workers themsclves, but very much more so -
from the point of view of South Africa.
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That your Lordships may not think that I am exaggerating the case, I willread the
words that were spoken by General Smuts last year when this Bill was introduced. He implor-
'umeonmmmmupmmmqm.ﬁ@m_mawmbnlm@f@_@ to. bring
Asiaties into tbat Bill.' General Smuts then gsid; - ’ .

"Welhall‘gotheronmhmdsthahnhedof:thoirholeo!Asia..'Wo'ahall‘_.feolthe-‘_
weight of that hatred in the years to come. The Bill will be taken as &n ouirage not only-
by Black Afrios but by Yellow Asis, We, » handful of whites, are ring-femcing ourselves, ficst
with an joner zing of black hatred, and, beyond that, with  ring of hatred of the wholo of
Asis, for while cnly a few Asfatics are directly affected by this Bill, the inolugion of their-
name will win us the hatred of hundreds of millions of Asiatics from the north of Asia to'the

south.”

As your I.orésidp: are no doubt aware, General Smuts is not an 9la.rm.{st nor & man-
who has shown himself urgently desirous thet the rights of Asiatica in South Africa. or in
Kenya Colony shall be maintained so fully as we desire them to be meintained, bus he tells:
us, as 5 stateeman who can interpret thesp things from his own experience in the Imperials
Conference, what are the resctions of Legislation. of this sorb upon Indis, and upon eur-
relations with India, _ . :

He tells us, in words more vigorous than I should venture to wse on the subjects
what is the plain truth. When the Bill was ro-introduced the other dsy in the South African,
Pacliament bo repeated what he had said before, and added these wordsy— _ ;

““A year ago X warned the Union Government that the effeots of their polioy would
not stop in South Africa, but would proveke & world's confliot.”

Dealing with the present Bill he said:—

“An extension of the oolour bar at this moment, when the Prime Minister is on the-
point of bringing forward a new native policy, wonld be.disastrous. ., . Native opinion i3 largely -
in revolt. The natives are seething with discontent all over South 'Africa.). .. Tt s’ rot_ only-
the natives who are making diffionlties. There is no doubt that when the Asiatio Billis passed
than the trouble will begin. We know it is coming. The Asiatio Bill must leed to the graveat.
tronbles of sdministration. I kmew that in 1924, Tt is inetableg In these ciroumstances the.
Colour Bill gratuitously produced hers, is s firebrand fung into s haystack.”

Notodlthmthoewemmemothdinexmingsppreﬁemién. 'buty.ot;hnv-o-
abonudSmnﬁexpmﬁngthgammhnpmhmﬁmsuwﬁsmu}&ofﬁhBil
quMﬁmgeamamcomnmmmmﬁmrwm,
fully understand, mdlmmmwﬁomnwﬁehmmﬁnmediatelygaveﬁsetotheobur-
vations of the Govemor-GenmLDr.Mnhn,imhoduchgthisBiuhatym,lpokeufoﬂom—-
‘ThisBiHﬁmHyMﬁomthogmualmppoﬁﬁmthattheInﬁmhm aljen,”””

Dr. Malan went on to ssy something that Lord Reading does not quote, pethaps be-
cause ho thought it more disoreet not to do gon— : . .

7 “The method which the Bill will propose will be tha application of pressure....To.
& certain extent We go on the path which has been trodden before by my friends opposite-
but this Bill does not rest there; it goes & good deal further.” ' |

That is to eay, that ag the present inducements of offered passages and bonuses are-
uot sufficient to uproot the population of Indians settled in Natal, as they could not possibly
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an ON INDIANS.

- :._." Th’ lu!ﬂﬂ!lmhﬂilﬂsﬂwhmm”mmw Mdﬂl.b’m
“lng.mw'n!hlp&thonght.towq_mm or lease mlpmperty,ortobelioemedtotmde,m
-defined avess. Urbmanthoﬁmlmfnadmmtothowtungupofﬂ:wm The power
o grant a renowal of a trading liconse anywhere is also discretionary, and this discretion is
'_mmthbémi.lhaqmﬁondymﬁngm.ﬁummdyomhdhﬁmm past
produced & considerable storm between Indin and Africa, and on the last oocasion, in 1908,
~when power was definitely taken to withdraw licences to Indians then, trading the legislation
was not allowed at that time by His Majesty, and it did not come into operation on the
_ground—the ground on which we arve arguing this case—that vested and guaranteed interests
we:pbemginterimd with,

Secondly pressure is exercised by taking away the right of buying or leasing Jand
‘anywhere in South Africa except in such areas in Natal only as may be allowed within thirty
milss of the coast. Thirdly, it incresses from £30 to the crushing sum of 100 the bail
'which mey “be demsnded from & returning domioiled Indian pending the hearing
of evidence a8 to his right to return. An Indian, may go to Indis from Natal
‘and is sllowed to come back on ¥ producing evidenoe that he -hes been . domiciled, Eut the

" -mere certificaté is not considered sufficient evidenoe of that domiciled, The presumption
is, I uppose that it may be forged. Therefore he is treated at once as a prohibited
-emigrant and. subjected to & hail which hay hitherto been £30, but which is now, without
-any reason 80 far as I have been able to find out, raised to the enormous and crushing sum
-of £100, This ik to be imposed on him before he 0an be allowed to  produce the defirite evi-
Idunootequinﬂthntheigtheenﬁgra'nt ho purports to be. 'That is & piece of oppression.

In the fourth place it includes in the Transvaal, for the purposes or thia Act only the
“districts of Utrecht and Vryheid, in order to enable Indians to be expelled from those mining
~districts by the operation of the Transvaal law. In order to rostriot the freedom of Indians
in Natal, ond simply for the purpose of this particular Bill, these districts are nominally put
baok into the Transvaal area in order that Indians working there may be deprived of their
-employment and driven out. This is what Dr, Malan mildly decribes a8 ‘“pressure.” In
‘the fifth place it eporcaches upon, or opens the door to infringements of existing rights of
domioile. The purpose is to redule the numbers and this Bill reatricts the importation of wives
and chjldren of domiciled Indiana and curtails existing rights for reglstration of employment
mthoTrmmLIhuvoatnhdthntLordRendmg’a opinion, and certainly the opinion of
-any one conneoted with the Indian Office, is that these oppressive onsstments are o distinct
infraction of the rights of Indians which His Majesty'’s Government are bound fn honour to
maintsin and safeguard.

The rights of Indians in Scuth Africa have formed the subject of a serics of pro-
nouncements in this House aa'impressive as anything in recent politioal hstory. We have had
‘the most emphatic proncuncements in this sense from the Marquess of Lansdowne, the Earl of
Bolboras, Lord George Hamilton, Mr. Joseph Chamberlnin, Lord Ampthil), the Morquess Curzon
of Eedleston, the Earl of Morley and Visconnt Milner, and many more, all of whom have laid
-down the principle that any kind of diffierentiation egainst anyone of His Majesty's subjeota
on the ground of colour or race is contrary to the fundamental prinoiple of the whole British
asaociation of metions. Among the many eloguent passages which I oould read to your Lordships
I should like to pick out two. One is & statement by Mr. Joseph Chomberlain in 1867 snd
‘the other a statement made by the Marguess Curzon of Kedleston, who so recently has been
taken awny from the service ‘of this House.

Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, speaking at the Colonisl Conference in June, 1807, enid:

*We ask you also to boar in mind the traditions of the Empire, which makes
'no distinction in favour of or against race or colour; and to exclude, by réason of their colour
<or by reason of their race, all Her Majesty's Indisn subjoots, or even all Asintics, would
be an act 8o offensive to theso people that it would be most painful, I am quite cartain,
<to Her Majosty to have to sanction ib.a....”

And T am sure it would be equally painful for His Majesty to sanction it—

. “The United Kingdom owns as its brightest and greatest Dependency that enormous
Empire of Indis, with 300,000,000 of subjects, who are as loyal to the Crown as you nro
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.30 o#, and em ttmthnmhﬂndmds-mdthouimdsdtmenwho’.rdevary whit
fs-mumm a:somlveg, who are, if that is anything; better bomm, in the senso tlmt
thoy bave older traditions and older families, who are men of wealth, menrqf.qnlhvahm}--
mmen of distinguighed wvalour, men who have broughtwholeumiumd_phoedthomatt-ho
-service of the Queen, and have in times of great difficulty and troubles. ...saved the Empire
by their loyalty. I say you who have sesn all this, cannot be willing to put npon those,
~wen a slight which I think is absolutely unnecessary for your purpose, snd which would be
~valoulated to provoke ill-feeling, discontent, frritation and would bo most unpalatable to the
feelings, not only of Her Majesty the Queen but of all her pecple.” : :

Then the late Lord Curzon, speaking in 1908, some ten yea'.rs.l&ter sa.id:-j'

“In the first place; aa regards South Africa itself the Indian coole, or, a'ﬁ any rate
“the educated man who {s behind the Indism coolie, and who has conducted this. agitation
-sees that the coolie or the artizap is invited and even engouraged by our Government to
-emigrate from India. Woe send him to a Colony which he enriches by hig labour, and then
-8ooiety thero appears to turn round upon him as if he were & parish dog. He is penalised
-there not for his vices, but for his virtues, It is becanse Lo is a sober, industriows, frugal
and savicg man that he is euch a formidable economic danger in the situstion. And then
<the Indisn remembers that, at any rate in a large number of cases, he has fought for the
British Empire in South Africa, and that it was largely owing to his efforts that, Natal was
-saved....Now; if I may follow the Indian on to & wider field of argument, he claims the
foll rights of citizenship of the British Empire. I do not think it is for us to biame him
for that. We have taught it him. We have inspired him with these ideas. It is the re-
-sult of our speeches, our writings, our text-books which he studies in India, our principles
-of administration and of education. :

“Feeling has been growing up in India in recent years, snd it arises from the
“value which his attached by the educated Indjan to the pringiples of freedom and equality
“which he has been taught to regard as the birth right of the British citizen. That ia a very
valuable, and in wy judgment, & very sacred feeling. I do e think' we ought to say
anything or do anything to depreciate or to deride it in the smallest degree; because it is
-after all, the only basls upon which you will expect the-loyalty of an Asiatio population
to an alien ruls to be permanently developed or maintained. So I hope that the recent
proceedings which have culminated in & victory on the whole for our Indian fellow sub-
iecll.whiohlthinkthnyhavedeservedbythairdignity&ndtheirpnﬁentmhy:e&dahs-
son, not, perhaps, altogether unneeded, both to the Government of the Colony and to the
~Government, which sits npon that Bench—a. lesson to the Government of the Colony that b
“oannot afford to treat without the utmost considesation the rights of these immigrants,
ita British fellow subjects, in any part of the Empire: a lesson to His Majesty’s Government
that they owe o dutyiustnsgmu.t-t.othedmkymilliomo!hdia;uthoyowetotho
whitepwpleoftheirownminmyColunydtheBﬁﬁsh&awn.”. :

It is almost to & day two years since I first addressed your Lordships in this House.
That was on February 26 1824, and on that occasion it was my duty to disouss the
very severe outburst of disloyalty and distrust which was then manifesting itself in India the
great hostility publicly proclaimed by the leaders of the Swaraj Party to the ides of continual
British guidance and the profound distrust which they expressed with, regard to the good
faith of His Majesty’s Government in their dealings with Indis, suggesting that the whole

and subjugation of the Indian race to British Capitalism. I examined before your Lordships’
Hovse what were the causes of that particular outbmrst of distrust and bostility, One of
the principal causes I found o be, as I am quite sure my noble and learned friend the
Seﬂahryofsmfalndinknmthatitmthedeeiﬁonthat had been taken by His
Mniegty‘aGovemmontwithugudmthorighuaflndimsinKenys '
mtmhappydeeiﬁonwifhmguﬂmaheewmofIndmuoequaiﬁgminm.

M-produoedoverﬂ‘:ewholooflndia,nndespeﬁaﬂyiantemIndis, an inténse foeling
-ofdmmmhosﬁ!-)tylnditaliemtedfmmthesupporso!the Government soms of the
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bbmqwﬁmvhntamthntmhablwmwiﬂbodoﬁvmdhy the mtiﬁ?ation of the
ColmBa:BillandtheAmnReguhﬁon.Biuwillheoqunyuﬂomhlndm. o

' The matter is still undermined. With regard to the actual extent of the grievanoces
that are pleaded by the Indians es falling upon them through this legislation, 8o far as the-
Colour Bar Bill is’ concerned,’ they are clear and obvious and they need no disoussion or-
examination. So far, however, as the Areas Regulation Bill is concerned, it would be dif.
fionlt to attempt to weigh the real amount of hardship and oppression which may be infliot.-
ed upon any domiciled Indian or to decide what is the strength of the case of white re.-
sidents in Natal for demanding this legislation. The strength of the case of white residents-
for demanding this legislation on its own merits is at best very disputable; it has been ar
gued very ably by representatives of the India Office from time to timo as boing exaggerat-
ed, and it oan, no doubt, be so argued again. As far the Colour Bar Bill, na I have sajd-
it in perfectly straightforward in its purpose of excluding all Indians from skilled labour._

With regard to the estimation of the strength of the case, I must say that I rezard
with great satisfaction the faot that we have in the present Seoretary of State for India~
& man of the highest judicial sttainments.- He is a man who, on behalf of the Indian Go-
varnment and on beholf of the Indisn population, whose trusteo he is in a very special de-
gres, being himielf part of the Government of India, is very well ablo—muoh better abje-
than I ean possibly attempt to suggest—to judge what is really the gravamen ond the sub-
stance of this claim of right on the part of the Indians whose interests he represonts. With.-
regard, therefore, to that formulation of the case, the interests of Indians are in the best
possible hands when they are in the hands of the noble and learned Earl, the Seorotary of "
State, and the noble and learned Earl, Lord Reading, who is Governor-Genoral of India, I
think that Indians may be oonfident that the substance of their case will be thoroughly
approcioted and that it wifl be thoroughly presented in any discussions that may ocour upon-
it.

But I want to ask His Mnjesl;y'n Government whot asssurance they can give us-
with regard to theimpending situation. I think thatitis nearly time that we should come -
to some kind of finality with rogard to the principles upon which our position rests. Again
ond again noble Lords in this House, and I myself quite rccently, hove disoussed the rights -
of Indians in Kenys, for instaneé, and tho most rev. Primate and others have agnin and-
again put forward, not as & sentimental theory but as the roal aotlve principle and foroe
which is the only thing that makea owr Empire strong, the fact that we have laid down-
theee principles of equality, not as & mere formality but as definite statoments of truth -
and of fores, becanse the fundamenta) similarity between ourselves and the rest of the human .
race is that we do have a common inheritonce in these notions of justice and of equity and *
of the right of human beings to develop their fsoulties acoording to their education,

Thia right is perhaps one of the special things which Christionity has added to the
theory of Imperialism, snd it is not merely because there are prinoiples which the Liboral
Party or the Conservative Party or any other Party hnas stood for—and they always have
stood for them—but because they are facts in the administration of the world which we odnnos
ignore that, if you embark upon & policy of breaking down these principles of oquality bet-
ween colours or the Tights of men to use their faculties, yon are going fo destroy the White -
Empire in South Africs and you are going to destroy the connection botwoen White Imperin-
Usm and Asia which is based upon this very force and resolution of the human epirlt, .

I think it is time, thorefore, that we came to some final stop and understanding, Are-
we going to have iri our legisiation, are we going to stand upon, this principle of colour
equality or aro we not? The principle bus aguin and again been declared on behalf of His
Majeaty and his predecessors as 3 bedrook of our Empire, and T want His Majesty's Govern-
mment serionsly to consider whether the time has not come to take up thesdecision that no-
where in our Empire will His Majesty's Government be advised to allow ony legislation whioh -
definitely and outspokenly—as does this Colour Bar Bill—infringes upon that principls. I
think the time hos come when we should hnve & rest from this porsecution. Similarly, with -

, regard to the rights of Indions in South Africa, X should like, if it were possible, to take
this oppertunity now to come to some finsl and definite settloment.

Abouﬁhﬁmtwalvoyeauasomthoughtthum had come to some kind of definite -
settlement with regard to the rights of Indians in Natal. Aun agreement was made botweon-
General Smuts and Mr. Gandhi with regard fo the rights which should be respected. That.-
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agreement Is now being set aside. Nobody can complain of one Government setting a ide tha-
engagements of ita predecessor which has become a common form in this country and is part
of the constitutional right of the electorate, but where you have the poaition of a popunlstion
for whose welfare you are responsible, 8 population under your own Govemment, as the Indjans
ate, and under a Government responsible to this House and responsible through the Secretary
of State to Parliament—where you have a population for whose rights you are responsible,
then you are bound to take up on their behalf that position which you would take up if
their rights were infringed by any foreign Dominion ; only this not being the case of a foreign
Dominion, we cannot go before the League of Natlons.

1 say that the time has come with regard to these Indians when there chould be some
finslity, and I trast that the noble and karned Earl will be able to give us some hope, not
only that this particular fret on the rights of Indians shall be stayed, but that there shail
be some guarantee of those rights in the future. My Motion is for Papers. I do not know
whether the noble and learned Earl is prepared to lay any of the correspondence that has
passed between him and the Governor-General of India on the matter. As the negotiations-
sre not yet complete I think he will very likely say that he is not prepared to do o, but-
I hope that at the earliest possible date we may have complete presentation of the 'most im-
portant correspondence on the subject. I beg to move.

Lord Lamington : AMly Lords, may I say one word with reference to the speech whicke
has just been delivered ? I am entirely in general sympathy with the noble Lord’s remarks
lboutIndhnsinSouthA&ha,bntIthinkheapﬁuhhmbymgguﬁngmmahgyht-
m&emdthlﬁmmmmmdﬁemdthhﬁmhm'ﬂemb
oithedisgustwhichmfomentedinlndiswithmgardwIndiansinxenya,bntIthinkit
is generally allowed that that disgust was worked up in Indis for the purpose of assisting:
extremist dootrines, There is no analogy at ail between the position of the Indians in Kenya.
udthpodﬁondlndimh&uthﬁmgennmﬂy,aﬂdlthinkiﬁhummthuthc
noble Lord tried to found an argument upon what took pisce in 1024, With regard to his
gemnlmtemmtoftheoaae,Inmmthlyinsympathyﬁththenobbm

Lord Olivier: May I make a personal explanation ? I%ﬁiated‘the'fant, which the
zobls Lord opposite will not deny, that enormous feeling was expressed in India on behalf
otthohdimhkmygandﬁtb&tmmupmwhﬁtbembhhﬂthﬁnhmm
thmmds,howmmhgmsﬁurmdhowmnhmmdmgmuswwldbethﬁoﬁngwith
mgnrdtowhntthembblmdadmitatobeﬂmimtmoflndiaminﬂonthmm!

TheSmtaryofStateforI:_:dia(TheEaﬂoiBirkanhea.d): My Lords, I am left at
the oonclusion of the speech of the noble Lord in soms little doubt as to whether he suggests,

of India, to which some unusual degree of independent action has been conceded, or of the
part played by the Goverament at home,

Yord Olivier: Ihadmintmﬁmwhntemﬁmaﬁngmymhwmpinint

Lord's purpose to make complaint either of the pa.rb played in this matter by the Govemmenfrl

_ Jras introduced in the Union Assembly, and the Minister who introduosd 1t ssid frankly that
the mume started from the genera] supposition that the Indian, as & raco, was an alfen
element in the population, and that, no solution of the question would be looepublé to South
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Africs unless it resulted in a very copsiderable redaction cf tho Indian population. This Bil',
following as it did other legislation affecting the rights of Indinns, caused, as might have been .
expected, and as the noble Lord has quite truly pointed out, very doop rescntment in Tndia.
The Government of Indwa, who have been authorised by me to deal direet upon this matter
with the Union Government, snd who thronghout, as the noble Lord bas fally recognised,
have identified themselves with Indian sentiment in this matter, had previously addressed a
strong representation to the Union Government suggesting that o eonference to consider the
problom as & whole should be held. Renewed suggestions to this offect were made in July
but the Union Government was unable to agree to a conference of the nature desired by the
-Government of Indin.

Finally, however, after o further oxchange of views, the Union Government agreed
to permit a deputation from India to visit South Africs, with the object of inguiring into
the economic condition and general position of the Indian community, sa well /8 to ascertain
their wishes and requirements, so that the Government of Indis in their negotiations with the
Union (overnment might be in full possession of the facts. This deputation’loft India in
November last, and the Union Government gave an assurance that the fallest opportunity
would be given to it to lay the Indian case befare the Select C ommittee that would deal with
the Bill after ita Second Reading. The Government of India, feeling that if & Second Reading
had been given to the Bill already its principle would lave been affirmed, regarded this offer
-a8 unsatisfactory, They renewed their sugpestion that a conference should be hold, or, failing
that, asked for & further inquiry by the Union Government themselves before the Bill was
proceeded with. The Union Government found themselves wunable to accept either of these
proposals, but agreed that the Select Committes stage shonld precede the Second Reading of
the Bill, and that an opportunity would be given not only to the deputation but also to In-
dians n Sounth Afrios, to lay their case before the Commitiee. Further—and this is of the
first importance—the Select Committee will receive representations not merely on the details
-of the proposed legialation but on the principle of the Bill iteelf. This offer the Government
of India have accepted, and I believe that at the moment the Select Committee is sitting.

The position thus being that the representatives of the Government of India and

the South African Indians themselves having, as the result of the continned represcntations

i the Government of India, been given an opportunity to state the Indian case bofore tho
Heleot Committee, I am confident that Your Lordships will agree that in & situation so delicate,
no good, and poesibly much harm. might result from & full disoussion here of the matters

referred to by the noble Lard. And I must point out that this was the view taken by the
Teaders, I think, of all the political Partiees in India in similor ciroumstances in a recent debate,
‘and I canpot pay too high s tribute to their good sense and moderation in agrecing, after being
‘taken into counsel by the Viceroy, to postpone & debate in the Assembly upon this question
at this moment. Enowing how deeply Indians feel in this matter ono ¢an appreciate their
action and the difficulties which rendered that action so hard, but they decided, and wisely

decided, that premature disoussion at this moment might prejudice their own cnse. I may
perhaps be permitted to say that, moderate in ita expreseion and evidently well intentioned
in ita object as the speech of the noble Lord wes, I think on the whole that he might, for

the moment at least, have been well-ndvised to follow the example et by those whoso cunso

he has eo effectively championed in this House.

I bave said that I am confident that your Lordships will agree with me that no
asoful purpose would be served by discussion here while the Select Committee is sitting in South
Africa. I am equally confident that your Lordshirs will share my earnest; hope that the renewed
-examination of & problem which is now procceding and the presentation of the Indicn case
by those directly afected will lead to o satisfactory and sn enduring settlement ‘When we
Imow the result of that which is proceeding to-day i1 Bouth Africs it may or may not be
-exped gt that further disoussion should take place in Parliament.. We shall not be found
umwilling then to afford to the noble Lord and his friends any information that may properly
be given, The noble Lord, putting forward his demand in very ressonsble language, asks at
this stage whether there are any Papors that are available. There are no Papers between my
‘noble friend the Vicoroy and myself which st this stage could sujtably be produced, bat certain
correspondence of great imporiance has taken place between the Union Government and the
Government of Indis which is either about to be published or hos just been published in the
countries aﬂeoud, and I will certainly place that full eomspondence ut tho disposal of the
moblo Lord as scon ag the text reaches me from India. = -
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Ldrd Olivier:. Your Lordships will all agree as I do, thas the noble Eail has told us
sl that he could with advautage tell us at the present moment in responss to my request for
-an assurance that the interests and righta of His Majesty’s subjeots in India would bs guaranteed
and maintained, The steps which have been taken by the Viceroy, in conspltation with the
noblo Barlj bave certainly improved the situation in so far os they ensbled the whole principle
of the Bill to be again disonssed, and after wo lmow the reault of thoee steps thon.lenﬁmly‘_
-agree with the pobls Earl, will be the time for us, if necossary, to prees His Majesty’s Govern-
-ment for any farther disolosares of their polioy or their intentions,

Therois ome point, which appeared tolme ta be important, aud it has struck me be-
“fore now in Indian affairs. Where questions of the rights of Indians are ooncerned we begin
at any rate, as we have begun in this case, by putting the negotiations in the hands of the
loos] Glovernment and allowing them to conduct their case with the Dominion Government
but I can never got cut of my mind the recollection that the Government of India is quite
- different from the Government of any other Dominion, The Govemment of India is part
-of the Britlkh Government, and “we have a Secretary of State responsible for what {s done. In
-oonsaquonce we are entitled to & good deal more information, we are entitled to follow with a
good deal more sympathy and apprehension what goes on with regard to the rights of that
Dominion than we should be with regard to any disonssion between any two other Dominions®
1 wanted to mention that becanse, when the Governmenw of Indis have done their best in
- oorrespondence with the Government of South Africa, there may still remain something for His
Majesty's Government to do, through the person of the Searetary of State in Commeil, whois
sresponsible. I beg leave to withdraw the Motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Printed by Sorab P. Kapadia at The “Bomba: icle” Press —
. y e]nnmch” o
Fort, Bombsy, and Published by Indian Opinion Prees, Phoenjx, Na.ba:.” ' Mﬂm’ S_t_re_et,




