Supplement “Indian Opimion” . 266h March, 1926.,

Correspondence between the Government of lnidia and the
Government of the Union of South Africa regarding the - -
_position of Indians in South Africa. - -

We publish the foll correspondence s referred in the Statement :—

TELEGRAM To THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL oF THE UNIoN oF Sourg Avrioa, No. 14-C., DATED
THE S8TE APRIL 1926. ‘ L

We have the honour to address you regarding position of Indian community in South
Africa. During last four years it has frequently formed subject of representations on our
part both in ite general aspect and with reference to. partioular measures such 48 Durban
and Natal Land Alienstion Ordinances, Natal Rural Dealer’s Licensing Ordinance,
Class Areas Bill, and more recently Natal Boroughs and  Township _Ordinance,
Last emsctment though provincial in scope has given riss o feelings " of
profound apprehension in this country and, so far 33 we are aware, among Indian coms
munity, throughout Union as to latter’s future.  Provisions of Mines and Works Act Amend-’
ing Bill, which we understand has now been referred to a seleot committee of Union JA:;s‘e:_nbly
snd private bill introduced by Mr, Collins, which was designed to restriet still farther Indian.
trading rights in Transvaal but which we learn has now been withdrawn, have, in conjunction
with avowed determination of @ strong party in South Africs to curtail Indian civil and eoo-
nomio privileges s much a8 possible, deepened sentiments of wnoertainty and alarm. ' '
2 We think it will serve no useful purpose to attempt to analyse causes arid ‘con-
sequence of present situation. We recognise that Your Excellency’s Government are hound
to take account of publis opinion in South Africa and that at _leaab‘:‘h.iwb ptuvinces an im. -
portant section of electorate is not friendly to Indians. We are also anxious nob to aggravate |
& delioate situstion by indulging in generalisations about aims snd motives, The problems of
South Africa, we believe, are probably racial only on gurface.” They rest on differences in
history, vutlook and civilisation of constituent elements of its population . which pomtnte
decper than coloar of their skina. To solve these problems can be no esay task All that
- nw&hhmgaﬁthatnsﬁdacbrymdmuhﬁmmbpoeﬁbbonlyﬁkadmot
races concerned will exnroise to their utmost qualities of mutusl understanding and forbearance,
‘We are confident that such & solution is as anxiously desired by Your Excellency’s Ministers
no matter from what political party they may be drawn, sa it is by Government l.nd'people-
of India, ‘ S
3. Our interest in Indian question in South Africa requires no justification. In their
minute No. 954, dated 15th December 1922, Ministers of Your Excellency’s prodecessor ob-:
served that they fully realised * the interest taken by Government, of India in this quostion
andthcﬁmofmnﬁbiﬁtyforwekmofhdhnpopﬂnﬁmhthmpmﬁmﬁwhmtb&
faw doea not accord Yo it privilege of franchise.” We take liberty to assume that this ig also
view of Your Excellency’s present Ministers. For our parb we are less anxious to lay stress
on our responsibility than on our earnest desire to asgist in finding a satisfactory and abiding
solution of Indian problem. In aiming at this objective we are inspired by a larger ideal than,
mere protection of interests of Indians in South Africa. That ideal is maintonance of relations
of cordiality sad good will between India and Sonth Africa. ‘We trust that proposal which we
mmnbwmhwedandmﬁdemdinmspiﬁt. P ‘

4. In our cpinion an essential preliminary to formulation of & com; ive India;
mﬁoyinSonthAfﬁmwhichuiﬂbemephhbtommmombhmms‘ oil:];lmparﬁeswh:::
medhaoo-lﬂamncoinwhieh representatives of Your Excellenoy’s Government and of Govérn.
ment of Ind.m fhould participate.  Unless opportunity is provided for a full, frank and
p.euonal disoussion between aceredited spokesmen of thess to Governments reqoisite oondi-
hmtornr?ady Undnl'stm.xdingofdivergent points of view and for prompt adjustment there-
of in & spirit of compromise will not be established. Gommiemeom‘mubeana'doqm
substitute for personal discussion speciaﬂywhmbothdishnoeandpsychohgioddiﬁcﬂﬁu.
tond to delay a settlement, DnnnghuvmtboSouthAfumhstSepﬁembeer.Thomu.tben
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‘His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Colonies, made an informal suggestion more or
less to this effect in & speech which he delivered at Pictermarittburg. It wes also preased
upon us by a remarkably representative deputation consisting of members of Indian Legislatare
and prominent European businessmen and membenofthelndimeommemialaomunitywho
weited upon His Excellency the Viceroy last January to draw attention to seriousness and ur-
gency of this problem. We had hoped that Your Excellency’s Government would take oficia 1
cognisance of Mir. Thomas’ suggestion. As thoy have uot done 30 we now venture to take inj-
tiative and put it forward onrselves for their favourablo consideration. We are not committed
to any particular form or venue for this conference. We should prefer that it shocld be held
in South Africa which is scene of action and where views of parties direotly affected can most
quickly be ascertained ; but i for any reason Your Excellency’s Government do not favour
Idea we shall be glad to invite your representatives to India or depute our delegates to any
other convenient centre such aé Geneva for purposes of discussion. Thus, during forthcoming
session of Assembly of League of Nations representatives of two Governmenis could confiden-
tially exchange views on this important question. :

" 5 We do not proposs at this stage to indicate in any detailed scope of these dis.
cussions, In our opinion economio and educational issues are of immediate prastical importance
and if Union Qovernment consider that sach a course would help in the acceptance of prin.
ciple our suggesﬁon‘wo should be willing to considex desirability of excluding question of political
equality from purview of proposed conversations. Educated opinion in Indis looks upon
‘realisation of thiz ideal as & matter of vital national concern and our readiness not to raise
this question for the present is an eamest of sincerity of our desire to arrive at a common
basis of disoussion. If none of these suggestions commend themselves to Your Excellonoy's
Minister, we shall be glad to explore any other avenue that holds out prospects of a sottlo.
ment which will ensure progress and contentment of Indian community fn South Africa on a
permanent footing and in & manner consistent with their national self-respeot. We should
repest what we have alrendy said that our main anxiety i to seok o settlement, We are not
committed to any partioular method.

@, There is one aspeot of question on which we would like to dwoll before we con-
. clude, We understand that in replying to & deputation from the Natal Indian Congrees whioh
- waited on your Government at Pretoria on 9th December in connection with Natal Boroughs
‘Ordinanos the Prime Miniater atated that the constitution resarved the right to legialate on
certain looal matters to the provinces that Natal was aoting entirely within its righte in the
matter of this Ordinance, which had the support of the peopls and what it was bardly within
the province of the Union Government to interfere vith those righta unless it were prepared
to snbstitute some other machinery to mest the wishea of the people. It would be presumptucus
for us to question view of so high an anthority on & point of domestio oonstitutional convention .
and we hope that our observations on subject will not be misunderstood. All that we wish to
urge is that any piece of legislation that adversely affects existing Indian rights, even if ita
operation iz to be strietly confined to boundariea of one province, has wider reperoussions. It
-disturbs domiciled Indian community throughout Union; it agitates opinion all owver India;
jt affeots relations of two countries as & whole. We venture, therefore, to submit that such
measures should be adjusted not in light of striet constitutional principles but in broader light

" of imperiel and international considerations.

@
TELEGRAM FROM TEE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, SoUTH AFRIOA, DATED TRR 16tH JUNE 19025.

Your telegram dated 8th April. My Ministers have asked me to convey to you their
observations on proposed conference to discuss position of Indians in South Africa in follow-
ing ferms, In response to communication from Government of India Ministers wish to express
their sincere appreciation of every friendly apirit which pervades that document and of sym-
pathaﬁnudmhﬁdhgofthdrpocﬂhrdiﬂhﬂtymﬂeﬁdenﬁd«hooumeommemof
India nol i any way to complicate a delicaie situation,

- In connection with reference in paragroph 3 of communication Ministers gladly en-
dorse sentiment that it is only natural for Government of Indis to take an interest in welfare
of Indians and gensrslly in Indisn queetions in South Afrioa especially in view of possible effects
«of position in South Africa on disposition of people of Indis. They cannot therefore,rogard.
any ‘representation and suggestion which Government of Indis may make otherwise thon.
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in 8 friendly light dnd as actuated by & sincere desire ta promote welfam a.nc? eontentlnenﬁ
of Indians geperally as well as good relations between their mspecﬁve e.o1:|_n|:_nes. Ministers
further gladly recognise tht although ultimnhresponsibilitynnddemuol': in regard to South
African problem rests with South Africa alone a friendly exchange ofum betweonr Govern-
ment of India and South Africa on particular aspect of Indian qucsﬁonmayleadtqsbettﬁrf
understanding of each ‘other’s standpoint and assist materially in ita solultio:;. -
Such a conference as suggested in 4th paragraph of communication belween representa-
tives of Government of India and South Afivca respectively has had most serious considera-
“tion of Ministers who feel however that difficulties surrounding this line of action are such
that they find themselves unable to agree to it however much they would like to meet wishes
of Government of India. Pra'ctically all parties in South Africa agree on broad principles that
by strict prohibition of Indian immigration and by means of active repatristion that Indian
p:)puhh'on in South Africa shall be reduced as nearly as possible to irreducible minjmum;
For years this has acteally been recoguised and unchallenged policy of successive Governmenta
whatever measure of success may have been which bas attended their efforts. Under the
ciroumstances it is evident to Minjsters and they wonld desire to impress this on Government
of India that feeling in South Africs in connection with political, ecomp:io .and racial sta.tula
of Indians bear & direct relation to and is almost entirely dependent upon effectiveness or other.
wise of repatriation. In view of this it must further be evident that public opinion in South
Afrioa will regard with gravest suspicion such a conference as suggested which does not ex-
plivity open prospect of such a reduction of Indisn population as will be considered satistactory
and will almost certainly look upon it as an interference from outside. If & satisfactory and
- effeotive process of repatriation could be initiated Ministers foel assored that alarm of European
population will be so considerably allayed that publio opinion will come to look much mors
‘favourably upon existing and future rights of Indisns than has hitherto been the case. Any
bhelpful suggestion which Government of India might, at any time, puthrw_ud in this respecy,
“will be cordially welcomed by Ministers, - ) o

td- n
(3)

TELEGRAM To THE GOVEENOB-GENER4IL, SovTH AFRICA, CaAPB Town, No. 403, paTeEp THB
14Tr JuLx 1925,

3 s

We thank you for your telegram dated 16th June in which you communicate views
-of your Ministers on proposal for conference adumbrated in our telegram of 8th April. We
deeplyappmeimmbeommdﬁiendlyhnoofwmmnimﬁpnthmghmmmtdiaguiso
our profound disappointment at conclnsion at which your Ministers have arrived. In view
bowever, of their apparent and carnest desire to grapple with Indian problem in & broad and
sympathetic spirit and their invitation to us to offer suggestions on the question of repatriation,
We venture to rensw the suggestion in the hope that it may be reconsidered, in the light of
“the ohservations set out below. ' g

. . Lo B
2. Soﬁraswemgatherthemahobjecﬁontoonrpm_posal.ig that. public. opinion.
in South Africa will view with gravest suspicion and es en interference from outeide a.ny-con;
-ference which does not explicitly open Pprospect of 5 reduction of Indian population by strich
probibition of immigration and active repatriation. 8o far as prohibition of immigration is
conmmedGovemmentoqudiamqtﬁeseedinprimiphinlsls whea right of each community
to regulate composition of its population by means of suitable immigration laws was explicitly
neognisedanditmneverourpurpoum re-open that gquestion. In regard to repatrintion
We are quite willing to explore this question with your Government ond indeed fhis is a sub.
Jeot which the Conference, we suggest, could usefully disouss. But as responsible opinion in
South Africa recognises, repatriation by itself cannot provide effective solution of problem of
Empunmm«mpﬁﬁonmmnomicsphmwhiohisinthemninmponﬁbbm pre;
lmunﬁonbetwoentwgoommuniﬁuaimemlyﬁperoenﬁ. oireaidemlndjnnpopulntiuq
was born in Soath Africa and the majority of that element regard that country as their home,
aud are hardly likely to return to Indjs unless compelled to do s0. If, 8s we are confident,
your Ministers do ‘not contemplate to make repatriation’ ‘obligatory methods of -improving
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regulating the conditions of employment 88 to render competition in spheres where it is un.
avoidable strictly equal 80d fair deserves careful investigation, It was with a view to aesist.
in this task and wotk out & soheme which could be commended to both communities as offering
baais for settlemont safo and honourabls to both communition that we asked for a confarence.
We venture to think that if the scops of the propoesed discnssions were fully explained and-
it were made quite clear that they did not commit the Unicn Government t0 the aoceptanoe
of any aggreement that may result from them without consultation with the South African
Parliament and public the conference could probably meet without arousing misgiving or sus.

picion.

3. We are ropoating the auggestion with a single-hearted desire to secore a apeedyg
complete and amicable solution of & problem which for yeare has been & progressive source
of danger to the continuance of friendly relstions between the two countries, and we ocarnestly
hope that Your Excellency’s Government will consider it in the same broad and friendly spirit..

4

LzTTER FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF SoUTE AFRICA, CaPE TowN, 2o His ExcRILENOY
sae Rieer HorouranL TE® Eirn oF Rmapmvg, GM.SI, GMLE., G.CB,EK.C.
v.0., E10., E10,, ET0., VIORROY OF INDIA, No. 15-1262, DaTED THE 28TH JULy 1928,

1 have the hononr to transmit, herewith ten aoples of the Aress Reservation and’
Tmmigration and Registration (Further Provision) Bill which wes introduced into the Houss
of Assembly on the 23rd July, together with & press report of the speech made by the Minister
of the Interior on that occasion. Parliament was prorogued on the 25th idem and iu the
ordinary course of events will not reassemble until early next yoar. As Your Exoellenoy-
will ges from the Minister’s romaks, the Bill has been introduced at this juncture in order that
an opportunity msy be offered for oriticism before the matter is discussed in Parliament.

N. B.—{(Huving supplied our readers with & cupy of the Bill in August lust we do.
not publish sams,) Ed. *“L O.”

i (6)

TRLEGEAM To THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL oF SouTH AFRICA, CAPE TowN, No, 522-Os, DATED
THR 7TH SEPTEMBER 1925,

1 thank you for your despateh No. 15-1262, dated 28th July 1626, forwarding coplea.
of Aress Reservation and Immigration and Registration (Further Provision) Bill introduced
fnto House of Assembly on 28xd July. Y would be failing in my duty if I did not tnform:-
Your Excelloncy thet my Government and I feel deep concern at the privisions of the Bill
We propose to addrees you at length on the subject when we have hud an opportunity of -
examining fully all implications of the measure,

2, We have not yeb received a roply to our telogram dated the 14th July repeat-
ing the propasal for & Conference to discuss position of Indisns in South Afriea. We should
be glad to learn the views of your Government as scon as possible and trmst that it may:
be poasible for them %o accept our suggestion.

: ()
3
. o, .
TELEGRAM FEOM THP GOVERNOR-GENERAL, SouTE AFRICA, PRETORIA, DATED THE 24TH
) SxzerEvpEs 1026,

(4]

Your telegram dated 14th July. Indisn question in South Africa. My Ministers-
very much regret their reply has been delayed so long. They wish, however, to assure the-
Government of Indis that this delsy was due entirely to ciroumstanoes over which thoy-
had no control '

2. Tn the light of the viows expressod in your telegram, my Ministers have very:
earnestly reconsidered their previous attitude with regard to holding of a conference of In.
dian question, 'They regrot, however, that they cannot find sufficient reasons for depsrting.
from their views a8 conveyed in my telegram dated the 16th June. Being in closo contack
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with the public feeling in South Africa and knowing as they do bow holding of & conference
mtbolndhnquuﬁonwitbmumiﬁngthomhédnwhwnm«tommedeﬁ@ihgnd_
concrete questions is likely to bo locked upon and resented by the people here as an’inter-
ference from outside, Mylﬁnim'mmthﬁodbydgcidingilthe'yhne,theym!xg_iv@f
expression to great masses of responsible public opinion in the country. - T

3. My Ministers forther wish to express their satisfaction and gratitude for readi.’
ness of Government of India to explore with them the poesibility of more effective repatriation
scheme which will result in & considerable reduction of Indian populaticn in South Africa and’
which, if succeseful, is sure to facilitate enormously a generally acceptable and final solution
of the general question of political, social and economic status of that residue whick cannot
be repatriated. In this connection my Ministers wish to point out that the extent to which’
repatriation is possible is not necessarily limited to number of Indians born overseas, as is
evidently supposed by Government of Indis, as official figures show more than one-third
of Indians hitherto voluntarily repatriated are South African born. ‘

4, The question whether conversations betwean Government of India and Union

Government with regard to repatriation shall be carried on through ordinary chenne or at &
conference as proposed must, in the views of my Ministers, depend upon the nature and’
practicability of any concrete proposals which during the preliminary discussions might ten-
tatively and provisionally be brought forward. In order to give the Government of India some
indications of the lines on which the Union Government bave been thinking, my Ministers
atate that for a considerable time they have contemplated the possibility of supplementing
the inducemeats now offered to voluntary repatriates by Iand settlement scheme in India or
some adjacent territory together with such other provision for those who do not intend to settle -
on the land as may prove to be practicable.  Such a scheme or schemes can naturally only
be undertaken with the co-operation of the Gavernment; of India, which co.operation together
with further suggestions will be heartily welcomed by my Ministers.
5. With regard to the points raised by theGovernment' i’of ]’mllin asto “the pos-
sibility of diverting Indians into channels of activity where they may not coms into intimate
or extensive competition with the Europeans or of so regulating the conditions of employ-
ment 8s to render competition in spheres, where it is unavoidable, strictly equal and fair’®
my Ministers will gladly welcome any concrete suggestions which the Government of India
sitight desire to make, They forther wish to state that if further discussions about repatriae.
ﬁnn,asindiutedahove.mightpointthomytotheholdingotaoonfemmdeﬁnitelymsn.
wmmmyﬂmmobmmmmma%mmmo{m
question within the range of the conference.

——— - . -
- A P

Q)

TELEGRAN To THE GOVERXOR-GENERAL, SoUTH Awrica, Carg Towx, No. 608, DATED TaE
9t OcToBER 1923. . .

Your telegram dated September 24th, Indien question in South Africa, We great-
ly regret that we have been unable to pursuade Your Excellensy’s Ministers to agree to a
conference, as we had hoped that, the limitations on its scope suggested in our telegram of July:
Hth would have assisted them in acceding to our wishes, ‘ :

Paragraph 2.—The Government of India are as ever ready to help the Union Go-
vemment in finding & just and satisfactory solution of this difficult question, but they feed

away. Confereuce of which the maic object was ta i ong gt e
contemplated by us, o expedite Indian repartriation was not
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Poragraph 3.—Your Excellency’s Ministers refer to the ultimate possibility of a
oonf erence regarding repatriation in certain oircumstances, but the Government of Indis fesl
that they arenob in o poaition to enter into a disoussion of the repatriation question withont
fuller knowledge of local conditions than they at present poesess. We note with satisfaction
that Your Excellency’s Ministers would welcome any oconorete suggestions which we have
" 40 offer either on this question or on the general guestion of mitigating direct competition
between Europeans and Indisns. We should be glad to avail ourselves of this offer, but
feel that as a preliminary to entoring into such a disoussion, it is essemtial that we should
be equipped with full and up-to-date knowledge of local conditions. We should therefare
like, if your Government; see no objection, to send a deputation to South Africa with instrue-
tions to colleot information regerding the ecoconomic position of Indians and to investigats
their general condition. We are anxions that this preliminary investigation should bs com-
pleted as soon as possible in order that no svoidable delay may ocour in arriving at a
eatisfactory conclusion. We trust that your Ministers will be abls to acoopt this sugges-
tion and hope that by this means we may be able to be of real assistance to them, As the
object of our deputation would be to suggest an alternative solution of the Indian question
to that embodied in the Areas Reservation and Immigration and Registration (Furtber Pro-
vision) Bill, we trust that your Government will have no objection to postponing further pro-
gress with thet Bill until our considered snggestions are before them.

) 8

Trzorau To His ExCELLENOY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL oF SoUTH Awsica, CAPE Tows,
No. 609.02,, paTEp THE 12TH QCTOBER 19025,

] .

.. . ZReforence Arcas Reservation and Immigration and Registration (Further Provision)
Bill, copies of which were received with Your Excellency's despatch No. 15-1262 of 28th
Joly. We have carefully examined sbove Bill and, os foreshadowed in my telegrom of Tth
September, beg leave to make following observativns on it =

(1) According to statement made by Minister when introducing it, Bill assumes
that Indisn is an alien element in population of Union and is designed to reduce that cle-
ment considerably. Wo question whethor the Indian population, of which more than 00 per
cent, is South African by birth, can justly be regarded ns alion olement. Bulk of them bavo
becn settled in Union for long periods, have in their own respective spheres contributed to
development of country, and proved their value to the other elements in the population,
Théy have acquired vested interests and established manifold associations severance of which
will be o sourco of distress to many and great economic disloontion and loss. As British sub-
jeats resident in South Africs they look, and, we submit, aro ontitled to look upon Union.
Glovernment a8 the trustee of their interests equally with other elements in the population

(2) .Chapler I.—(a) Aa regards rcsidentinl and commercial segregation Bill in the
main reproduces provisions of the olass Areas Bill of the late Government. Our objootions
to the principle of racial segregation were set forth in parsgraphs 7 to 9 of our despatoh
of Auguet 23rd, 1023, and to the provisions of the Class Arcas Bill in our telegram of March
1dth, 1924, No. 257. In cur opinion those objections have loat none of their force, Materinl-
ly applications of these provisions will entail loss on Indisn Community by reducing value
of immoveable property now owned by Indians outside areas to be set apart for them and
restrioh their opportunity for trade. Socially Indisn community will regard meosure a8 ine
flicting humiliation, sense of which, we fear will be aggravated by clause 12 of new Bill whioh
emluduohmesknmm(;.apocoloumdmdcupelhlnyafmmiumpe.

{5) - Clavse 10 is evidently based on recommendation mode by majority of Asistio
Tnquiry Commission but is wider and more drastio in tha it is evidently intended to apply nob
ouly to agrioultural land and purports to restrict the right of Asiatice to aoquire immoveable
property within reserved belt Zrom pon-Asinstics, except within urban olaes arcos set aparb
for them. To prohibit scquisition of agricultural Jand" except from existing Indian holders
would incresse congestion in areas yound Durbsn and at ‘such places as Stanger whore it
i already 80 great that the Indian cultivators can hardly obtain 4 living from the small patch
which he cnltivates. As Indians in coast helt are largely ts of agriculiural labonrers
introduced some generatinns ago such prohibition will be a source of great han‘ish‘ip to them,
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‘In Minute No. 984 of your predecessor’s Minister, dated 15th December 1922, we were inform-,
-ed that, the recommendation of the Commission did not commend itself to them. We earneat-
Iy hope that in light of the consideration now put forward as well as those advanced in para-
-graph 6 of our despateh No. 307-R. A. of 19th-—27th December 1921, your present advisers
‘will consent even now to revise deoision in matter.

(3) Chapler I1.—{i) Clsuse 16 (c) of Bill will have effect of restrirting further entry
of. Asintcs lawlully resident in other parts of Union into Natal and Cape of Good Hope-
“The reasons for proposing this provision are unknown to us, but we venture to point out
‘that the restriction of freedom of inter-provincial movement must seriously affect vested in-
terests. Again imposition of time-limit in respect of entry into Union of wives and child-
Ten of lawfully resident Indians prescribed in (if) of praviso to-elause 17 is gearcely in con-
eonance with terms of paragraph 3 of reciprocity resolution of I918, which did not con
template any such limitstion and which representatives of South Africa accepted. In view
of disparity between two sexes of resident population, it will inflieb great hardship on un-
xmarried Indians, ‘ o

(ii) Sub.section (e) which clause 17 of Bill substitutes for present sub.section (e).
of section § of Immigrants’ Reguistion Act (No. 22 of 1913) empowers Ministers to with_
-deaw from Asiatics born of parents lawfully resident in any provinee of ‘the Union, domi-
-cile that they have alveady acquired or may hereafter acquire in another province. Hers,,
-sgain, we fear that existing rights will be seriously prejudiced. : .

(4) Ohapler 111, Regisiration.—We have no comments of principle to make in re-~
gard to provisions in this chapter. : ' T

{8) In our previous felegrams we have drawn sttention to widespread appreben.

-sion which recent developments in regard to position of Asiatiesin Union have oreated
India, Terms ot new Bill, text of which has heen published in nswepspers, are regarded here
:a& deliberately harsh and oppressive towards Indians. We have always pleaded with utmost
earnestuess for comprehensive consideration of Asiatic problem in broad and disapassionate
spirit with o view to finding some solution acceptable to all compunitiea in South Africa,
In our opinion Bill will destroy hope of ever ariving at such solution and will have mogb
harmfu] resction op public opinion here. A conference on Lines suggested fn our telegrams’
of 8th April and 14th' July would, in our opinion have provided best opportunity for exploring

© situstion, but we have learnt with regret from your telegram of 24th September that idea
-does not commend itself to your Ministers. Wo trust, however, that they will accede to'
l'equmf.madem our telegram dated 9th Ootober to send & deputation to Sonth Africa to
-oollect information regarding economio and geperal eondiﬁmoflndimoommmitysoas

®)

“TELEGRAM FROM THE GoVERNOB-GENERAL, SovTh Arrrca, To VicERoy, Devmr, b;m m
10t NovEMBER 1925. ' .

0th November. In reply to your telogram 9th October 1925, 606.08,, my Minis.
ters state that they very much regret that Government of India find it impossibl; to Co-o
‘rete with them in devising some more effective scheme of voluntary repatriation, 'Tha- l:.
80 more especially because oa they have previously pointed out there exists no bet‘beryan:;
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to meet: the ‘wishes of the Government of India. Inthikconnocﬁohthoydesimtopoint ouk
that their proposed legislation ‘is not only generally considered to be very urgnt, but that
it is als6 admittedly long overdie. ' Apart from the fact that present Government have pab-
licly undertaken to introduce their Bill and have actuslly done so during the last session bnt.
were unable to pass it, eimilar legislation, as must be well known, was already attemptedin he
form of Class Areas Bill by my Minister's predecessors and would probably have beem enuot-
ed by this time if dissolution of Parliament and & change of Government bad not intervened.,
Furthermore my Ministers wish to point out that on broad lines the Areas Resorvation and
Immigration and Registration (Further Provision) Bill follow the recommendations of tha-
Asistio Enquiry Commission which reported as far back as March 1621 and that of these re-
commendations the Government of India cannot have been unaware nor were their views in.
this connection unrepresented as throughout that Commission of Enquiry they were officially
represented by 8ir Benjamin Robertson, late Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces
Indic nocompanied by Mr. G. L. Corbett of Indisn Civil Service.

(ili} With'regard to the proposal to send a deputation to South Africa for the purpose
of investigotion my Ministers atate that if Government of India consider this to be best and
most desired method of obtajning such first hand information as they require no ojestion wilk
be raisod by them against proposed course of action. Ministers naturally teslise that under-
certain circumstances and withont exercise of all due discretion it is possible that an enquiry
of this pature may exercise a disturbing efiect on the minds of Jodian population in South.
Africe and may in the beginning increase the Union Government’s difficulties and lead to pro-
found irritation on the part of the European population but in spite of this they have sufficient.
confidence in good intention and discretion of the Government of Indin to concur in the ac.
tion they desire.

(iv) With reference to the contents of your later telegram dated 12th October 1025,
No. 609, my Ministers wish to assure the Government of Indie that their observation on various-
provisions: of  Areas Reservation and Immigration and Registration {Further Provision) Bil}
will have. their fullest aud most cornest considerativn. .

(10

TELEGRAM T0.THE. (OVERKOR-GENERAL. oF SoUTHE ArRics, No. 667-0s, DarEd THE IStm
Noveusen 1925

. Clear the line—Your telegzam dted 10th November 1925. We are most gratoful:
to Your Escelleny’s Government for agrecing to our sending deputation to South Afriea to-
make certain enquiries. Deputation*will consiat of one senior British official of the Indian Civil
Service and two prominent Indian non-officials who either bave been or are members of the-
Indian Legislature, as members, one officer of the Indisa Civil Service as Secretary and poesibly
one clerk. We shall communioate to you the names of the gentleman composing the
deputation as soon a8 they have been selected. Ita dofined purpose will be to finquire-
{nto and report to us on economio position and general condition of Indions In South Afrion
and Your Ministers may rest nssured that we fully appreciate the importance of seleoting ropro-
gentatives who will exercise due discrotion in the conduct of such an enquiry.

2, We are trying to arrange that deputation should sail from Bombay por 8. 8.
“Kargola” on 25th November. It is possible that special fscilitiss in regard to-
its travelling and accommodation in South Africa may be required. We ahall address you-
again on this point as soon as personnel of deputation is sottled, and trust that Your Excel-
lency’s Government will be ready to assist us. )

3. It was not ous intention to suggest that no attempt should bé mede during the-
forthcoming scstion of the Union Parliament to deal with Indisn problem. It would be suffi-
clent if next stage in the progress of the Areas Reeervation and Immigration and Registration-

Further Provision) Bill could be postponed until we have had time to consider report of our-
deputation and make representations’in light of that report. If, a8 we snticipate, deputation.
complete their work rapidly, we shonld be in s position to formulate our conoluvlons early in»
the Now Year. If after consideration of our views Your Ministers decide to proveed with Bill,
they would still, we believe, have sufficient time before end of session. Weo shail therefore-
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be gratefal if Your Ministers would agree to defer action relating to Bill for shart time to en-
abhmafmmuiptdviewundmggmﬁmqtdepmﬁmmmbmitmuﬂgnp.ﬁqr 3onr-'_'

4 We thank yon for assurance that remarks on the provisions of the Areas Reser-
vation and Imigration and Registration (Further Provision) Bill communicated in oue telegram.,
No. 609 of the 12th Ootober will receive fullest and most earnest oonsideration of Ministers.. .

' . X7

{11)

TELEGRAX TO GovERNOB-GENERAL, SoUTH AFRICA, No. 793-08., DaT2p DELEY, THE 2061H
' . NoveEMBER 1926. . . et ot

Plaase refor t0 my telegram of Novernber 18th. Our deputation hes now sailed
and wa hope that they will complote their investigations and telegraph o summary - of thefe
conolusions to us five or eix weeks after their arrival at Durban. In. paragraph: 4 of your:
telegram dated September 24th your Government expressed the -opinion that the question:
whether conversations between Government of India snd Union Government with regard to ro--
patristion should be carried on through ordinary chanmels or st & oonference must depend on-
tho nature and practicability of any conerete proposals which during the preliminary disoussions
might tentatively and provisionally be brought forward. In sending our deputation, we have
88 wo explained in parsgraph 3 of our telegram of October 9th kept the pomsibility of s confa-’
minviewmdhmhope.mcmanmmyummﬁmmmmj
at result of deputation’s report may form acceptable basis for conversations between Union:
Government, and our representstives. We trust that Union Government on their part wilt
not in meantime take any sction that will preclude possibility of such conversations, if it is-
ultimately agreed that they are desirable. o C i

t e A

(12)

TELEGRAM To THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, SoUTH Arnroa, Peerorta, No, 705, DATED THB 281'5:"
Noveuser 1925,

Roference my telegram dated November 18th. Personal of deputation, which sailed
from Bombey for South Africa by S8 “Karagola” on 25th November, is as follows -—.-

G. F. Paddison, C.8.L, LC.8., Commissioner of Labour, Madras—Leader.

Hon'ble Sysd Raza All Member of Cowncil of State—Member. -

G. 8 Bajpal, CBE,, LCS, Aoting Dopaty Sexretary 4o tho Goveenmont of Todiar ~,

Secrelary. , - . .

C. 8. Riokette—Asnistant, ) _

It is anticipated that the third and only remaining member of deputation whese name -
will be oommunicaped in a few days, will sail by boat leaving Bombay on December 6th,,
The deputation will then be ocomplete. : oo

2. .Deputation will arrange its programme of work after. reaching Dnrba:n u::dwe -
would welcome any asistanoe that Yuur Excellency’s Ministers and sdministrative offcers mzy be.
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as) o . :

Tmom :ro THE Govxmwon GENERAL, SouTH ArmIcA, PrRETORN, No. 713, DaTED m ls-x- '
DzoEmBER 1925, '

. My telegram No. 705, dated 28th November. Third Member of Indian deputation
40 South Africs is Sir Devn Prasad Sarvadhikary, Kt., C.LE,, Member of the Council of State
rebently dimolved. Ho will sail for Soath Africa from Bombay per S.3. “Eamspara™ on 9th
Pecember arriving at Durban, about the 30th December and is accompanied by his son.

(14)

TALRGRAM FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, SoUTH AF¥RI1os, PRETORIA, DATED THE 911
Deceumer 1925,

Your telogram 18th November, 667-Oz, and 28th November, 706, My Ministers
tiave noted that the Government of India is'sending & deputation to South Afroa to enquire
into and report upon (the) Economic position and general oondition of the Indians in South
Africs and they appreciste the undertaking to solect representatives who will excroise due
dmraﬁmhthooomluoﬁ(d)nohnnmqmry.

_ 2. UnionGovmnmemllgnntmthout payment facilities for deputation in regard
to its travellmg in South Africe and will also render all possible assistance if diffioulties
arise in connsotion with accommodation in hotels, If suitable accommodation cannot be se- .
-cured arrangement will be made for saloon to be available for this purpose.

3, Ministers add that Areas Reservation and Registration and Immigration (Further
Provision) Bill willbe introduced early in fortheoming seesion which will begin on 22ud
January next but that in ordinary course of Parlismentary prooedurs some time will necessarily
elapse before second reading stage will be reached. This will probably give deputation as much
time as they will require for their investigation. Government intend to move that after second
reading Bill shell be referred to & seleot committee and will favour fullest opportunity being
given to deputation laying oase of Indians before that committee if it desires to do so.

- (18)

TELEGEAM TO THE (ovERNOR-GENERAL oF SouTH AWRICA, Parromm, No. 74&-03., DATED
. .72 15T DEoEasazn 1928,

Your telegram dated 9th December. We are most grateful for courtesy of Your Lx-
«ollenoy’s Government in undertaking to grant without payment travelling focilities for our
deputation and promising to render all pessible assiatanoo if diffioultics arise in connection with

acoommodation in botels.

2. We also desire to thank Your Excellency’s Ministers for assurance that they will
favour fullest opportunity being given to our deputation of lnying onse of Indians if so do-
sired before Seleot Committee on Aress Reservation sad Immigration and Registration (Further
Provision) Bill. We will addresa you further on this polntc as s00n 48 wa have recsived report .
from our deputation and have oonsidered their conelosions and recommendations. In the
meantime we would be glad 6o be informed as soon as Your Excellonoy’s Government are in
& position t0 do so, of date on which it is proposed to take second reading of Bill.

- . E—— w— v—————

(16)
(2]
TELEGRAM TO THE Govmm-cm or Sovrn Armica, DATED THY 10rF JAwvaRY 1926,

Clear the line—Our deputation after enquiry in Natal have telegraphed their interim
and provisional conolusions aud recommendations to us. Firstly, thoy have heon unable to
find any justification for the general opinion hold by Europeans in Natal thot Indian com.
petition in trade is increasing and is olosing fruitful aveanes of omployment to Europeans.
Similarly, they are unable to obtain scourate or complete statistics to indieate how far, if ot
all, Indians have recently disploced Earopeans in skilled or semi-skilled ocoupations. They
auggest that n fresh survey of the situstion, it one were undertaken, would probsbly prove



i

II

fears to be unfounded, so far at least 'as trade and commsree are concernéd, ‘ Their investigns
tions tend to show that during the last few years Indian penetration has increesed only in
certaini frades, such se tailoring and furniture, especially in Durban aréa, while in the sphere
of business proper the Indian has not improved his position since the report of the Asiatic
Enquiry Commission. Further expansion of Indian trade is barred by sction of Afunici-
palities, who refuse issue of any new licenses to Indisns, and frequently refust transfer of old
Hicenses to new premises even in close proximity to old ones. Same policy is being followed
by Licensing Boards in rural areas. For these reasons, they suggest that, in order to verify
the facts on which demaand for Bill is based, a fresh enguiry iz advisable. .

2. Secondly, our dsputation lay stress on the point that it is questionable whether
‘the Bill will effect any mitigstion in the economic competition between the two races, which
European opinion in Natal regards as crux of whole Asiatic problem. The positive remedies

" which Bill contemplated are— .

{1) commercial separation;
(2) residential separation; and
(8) restriction provided for in olause 10.

As regards (1), our deputation find that municipal administration of existing Hoensing Inws
has already resulted in Indian traders being concentrated in axeas distinet from thoass occupied
by Europeans, except in the case of certain old-established Indian firms which carry on busi-
ness in European quarters. From European point of view, therefore, legislation now proposed )
appmumeuuary.whﬂeitwmaeﬁouslyaggmmpmiﬁnddhdimmdingmmmitys
They assume that eliminations of Indians from trade is not aimed a#, a3 such a policy wonld
nothinmﬂamwithgmmlsmdardofﬁmem,puﬁodulymtbympomm
alicns from Europe are monopolising new opportunities for trade. If oliject aimed at is
mitigation of competition, otber remedies scem more likely to be effective. Allegation of anfair-
ness of Indian competition is said to bo bssed on payment of lower wages to shop assistants
and evasion of regulations governing terms of employment. They consider that means conld be
devised to prevent such evasion and are strongly of opinion that matter deserves investiga.«
tion, especially as they have been told that if board and lodging and other amenities allowed
free to Indian assistauts are included, the total woges of the latter equal those paid for the
same class of work by European employers.

3, With regard to (2) residential segregation, the enquiries of our deputation con-
ﬁmmobiecﬁomtothkmmwhichwehavewnsistenﬂyurgoduponYourExoelIeﬁcy’a
“Government. They report that condition of many localities ocoupied by Indians around South
Africa causes Indjsn community to be full of apprehension that olass area ereated for them
willa_hmdmilufah. Anymmnmtmdingtodepmtheaocidandeoonomiemduds
damﬁmmyhexpenhdtoinwndfymherthmtomiﬁgatohdus&iﬂmdmmial
competition between them and the white population. S

4, ChuaolOoftheBi!lwillintheopinionofourdeputution,hnvamoatserious
-consequences, They point out firstly, that Indian market gardeners, who tend to eluster in
every township in Natal and a large proportion of whom held land on monthly and yearly
tenure from Europeans, will be driven into coast belt where no fresh land is evailable for -
‘them a3 ares within thiat bels owned by Indians is small and almost entirely taken up. Se-
condly, Indian market gardeners, who are now tenants of Europeans, will be deprived of
their means of livelihood. Thirdly, Indisn traders outside belt, who now carry on business
in promises leased from Europeans, will be driven into belt on expiration of their lease.
This will not only impose great hardship on Indians but many Europeans will suffer as well.
Asistic congestion around Durban which is already great will be seriously intensified, Banitary
oondiﬁonsotm&cmburhofhurbmwhiehmahmdymgnmdu & mensce will hecome
# groster souroe of dangsr to public health. Tndians shut,off from lead will tarm. for.a living
20 more ar oes skilled trades in which position of Europeans will be further threatened, It
is stated by our deputation that Durban Corporation ssems 1o be alive to unimjam‘g;r‘oc
thupmvidonotBillandtheyaddthAtEmpem with whom they have disongged the ques-
tion bave also begun to realise its probable effects, . R

5. These facts and considerations strengthen our conviction, which-we have_oﬁen
preased on Union Government, that a Round Table Conference ‘would be- most; Batist;lcto
anethod of dealing with the aftuation and we hope that, s result of disoussiotr durmg the la?:
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fow months and of wider apprecistion of implication of Bill, there may bave been some suok
modification in attitude of European publie referred to in your telegram of September 24th
as to justify your Government in reconsidering view they have taken of this proposal. We
wish o make it clear that we are still willing and anxiona to participate 1 a Round Table
Conference in any place or manner which may seem % them moat convenient,

8. If the Governmeat of South Africa for any reason find themselves still unable to
agree t0 & Round Table Conference, we hope that Union Government will agree that there is
a prima facie case for some fresh enquiry before the proposed legislstion is proceeded with.
Apart from other consideratious, the enquiry appears to be necessary firstly, becanse exact facts
regarding extent of Indian competition in trade and industry do not seem to be fully known
and secondly, because ultimate consequences of proposed legislation may be roverse of those
which are expeoted and desired. OQur deputation will we understand reach Cape Town on
January 10th and we should be gratified if a Minister of the Government would consent to
receive them unformally and give them an opportunity of explaining and illustrating mare fully
the arguments in favour of holding an enquiry which we have only been able to indicate in
hrief outline, We beliove that there is & great deal to be said in favour of allowing repre.
gentatives of Indian community in South Africaa nd our representatives to plaoe their viows
before a Committee of Enquiry before the Bill is proceeded with any further. The moral effect

of holding the enquiry would be great. It wonld convince Indian opinion that Union Government
were not averss to hearing representations whioch can be nrged against policy embodied in
Bill and that Parlisment will not allow Indian case to be prejudiced in consequence of their
not being represented politically.

———

amn

" PELEGRAM FEOM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF SOUTH AFRIOA, DATED THE 5TR (BEOEIVED
6rz) Feeruary 1928,

Your telogram dated 10th Januery 8-Overscas. My Ministers desire me to thenk
Your Excellenoy very cordially for your courtesy in communioating to them so fully and
promptly the interim and provisional conclusions and recommendations of Deputation sent.
to Sonth Afrios to enquire into position of Indisn population in Unjon.

2, With regard to Your Excellenoy’s suggestion that it might still be possible for
UmonGovammenHoagmomthoholdmgoiuRnnndTableGonfereme my Ministers fully
appteciste desire and motive of Government of India in pressing for this partioular method
of deuling with problem. They wish me to state, however, that they have repeatedly given
their most earnest and anxious consideration to the proposal but that for reasons already stated
and in spite of their desire to mest the wishes of Your Excellency’s Gavernment, if possible
they cannot see their way to alter decision to which they have previcusly come. '

8. With regard to obecrvation in deputation report on genoral sttuation in South
Africa snd more particularly on probable effest of various (group omitted) on ita proposed
legislation my Ministers wish to point out that any conclusions to which deputation have
come must necessarily and do admittedly rest on very fragmentary evidenos gathered within.
a very limited period. They agree, therefore, in general conolusion this evidenco muat be sup:
plemented before final and reasoned judgment shall be possible. They cannot, however, ngroc!
such further evidence must be collected by means of & fresh enquiry on the patt of n come
mission appointed for purpose as this course scems to be unnocessary in view of similar nnd’
very exhaustive enquiry by Asistic enquiry Commission held only a fow years ngo and of
jnformation which can be made available from official sources, Besides n fresh enquiry as
mggeatedwﬂloinmﬁyfmhudalathhtmnwhichiaurgentmdm already long over:
duowhloonthoothuhmdthormnmynlmtoommimetowh;qhmmproposedw
refer Bill will provide most suitable meoans and opportunity to suppletent, os fm.- a8 suok
may be required, any ovidence which is already in hand.

. 4, 'Whilst on one hand my Ministers must regret their inability to acoede to request
of Government of India for & Tound table Conference or & fresh enquiry they on the other
hand fully realize the anxiety of that Government to place a8 fully as possible the case of the-
Indian Community, in South Africa before the Government of the Union. It is for this reason
that they previomsly adumbrated the poseibility of evidence before a parliamentary Seleot
mhmmmm@mmdMWhth_o country after Bill
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shall havo passed the second reading. Although reference to a Seloct Committes after second
reading will imply maintensnce of the genaral prinoiple of Bill it will at the same time offer
. very wide scope for evidence and will not even exclude evidence on such & fondamental
question in which Government of India is primarily concerned as to whethe proposed segrega
tion shall be voluntary or compulsory. To this suggestion which thsy have offered my Minis-
ters have thus far received no reply and they are consequently in doubt as to the existence
of any difficulty on the part of the Government of India in accepting the same. If such diffi-
oulty should, however, exist on the ground of too great a restriotion of evidence which depu-
tation might desire to bring forward my Ministers would agree to propose reference of Bill
to & Select Committee before socond reading thus widening scope for evidence so as to include
principle of Bil. They wish i8, however, to be understood that such & proposal on their part
will be subject to Government of India intimating their willingness to availing themeelves
of this opportunity epecially offered to place evidence before select committee through their
deputation now in South Afrlea and further that it will be subject to Select Committee being
required to report to Parliament within such limited period as will enable Parliament to deal
finslly during the present session with legislation proposed. '

5. My Ministers have gladly acced:d to the request of Your Excellenoy’s Govern<'
ment that deputation who are now in Caps Town shall be reccived by one of Members of the
Union Goverament. Intimation to this effect wis sent to head of doputation immediately
after the reoeipt of Your Excelloncy’s last communication and proposed interview has already

B ) r P
(18) ) -

TrLEGRAM TO THER GOVERNOR-GENERAL oF SoUTH A¥Rros, Cars Towy, No. 105.0s, parED
Dzear, THE 97a FEBRUARY 1926,

Priority—

We are in receipt of Your Excellency’s telegram dated the 5th February and would
be grateful if you would be so good as to convey to Your Excellenqus Ministers our warm
appreciation of the courtesy and consideration they have extended to us and to onr deputa-

tion.

2. While we cannot conceal from Your Exceliency our deep disappointment that
Your Erxesllenoy’'s Ministers have found it impossible to agree to either of the alternative
mothods put forward by us as best caloulated to lead to a satisfactory solution of this problem
wo recognise that our proposals have been given the fullest and most anxious consideration,
We forther understand that the offer now made to us involves & departure from normal par-
Famentary practios and procedure, and we see in this another proof of the desire of Your
Excellenoy’s Ministers to find & solution of thindifficult question. My Government are in the
circumstances prepared to accept, subject to the conditions stipulated in Your Excellency’s
telegram and to oor observation in the succeoding paragraph, the ofier made by Your Excel-
lenay’s Ministers of an enquiry by a Parliamentary Select Committee before the second reading
of the Bill. 'We note with satisfactioa that terms of reference to the Committee will be suffi-
ciently wide to include consideration of the principles of the Bill and we assume it is Intention
of Your Excellency’s Ministers also to allow representatives of Indian opinion in South Africs
an opportunity of presenting their case to the Committee which we fesl sure Your Excellency’s
Ministers will agree could not fail materially to assist the Committee in its task

3. As Union Government are aware our objections to the Bill are fundamental nnd.
ore agninst the principles on which the Bill is based. We propose therefore to instruct our
Deputation to pres:nt the case before the Select Committee in respect of the general principles,
althongh it necessarily follows from our argnmenta that we object also t> the tetuils of the
Bill Wo realise that Your Excellency’s Ministers are anxions to avoid unnecessary delsy,
bat we trust in view of the very grave consequences for Indians which the proposed legisla.-
tion roust involve, fullest possible opportunity compatible with the Emitation laid down in
YourEme“ewy’sblemwmbaaﬁordedforpmsenmdendinnm

4 WemmﬁomthsetheoﬁermadabmeEmllemy’smninenmdmnply
themtoshonﬂbopubﬁlhedhemﬁthleastpmsibhdahyamlnhmldbcglnd to lmow urgently
by telegram when it is proposed to make these public in South Africa to ensble us to arrange
tor publication bere, ; '
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.

"ir;;.st-m.m FROM THE GovERwoR-GENERAL oF Souta Aveica, Cark Towy, patep s lzﬁ
Fzeruany 1926,

Your telegram dated Sth February, 105-0.8. My Ministers note with great pleasure
and appreciation the readiness of Government of India to avail themselves of opportunity
specially offered o them for presentment of Indian case through their deputation now in South
Africa in accordance with the contents of my telegram dated the Gth February. With reference
10 observations in paragraphs 2 and 3 of Your Excellonoy’s telogram and for further information
of Government of India they desire to state that ample time will be given to proposed Select
-Committee to hosr and consider evidence and that reference of Bill to o Soleot Comamittee be-
fore scoond reading implies that Indian commuanity in Sonth Africa will, throngh their repre-
sentatives, have same opportunity and scope for presenting their csso as will be accorded to
doputation from India. With reference to Inst paragraph of your telegram I am informed
by my Ministers that thay propose to lay on the table of House a copy of correspondence
between the Government of India and Government of tho Union with rogard to the position
of Indians in South Africa on Wednesday afternoon the seventeenth instant, The Honourabls
the Minister of tho Interior will then make a statement in the House and give notice that
ke will move reference of Bill to & Select Committes before segond reading. My Ministers sub-
it thet it will be suitable if pablication referred to in your telegram could take place in
India at the same time. ’ '
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CONGRESS DEPUTATION.

SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT TO VICEROY.

Following is the text of tho supplementary Statement submitted by the South African
Indian Congress Deputation to His Excellency the Viceroy :—

To His Excellency the Right Honourable Rufus Daniel Issacs, Eatl of Reading, P.C.,
G.CB., GMSI, GMLE., K.C.V.0. etc., Viceroy and Governor-General of India. .

May it please Your Excellency :

We, the members of the South African Indisn Congress Deputation, desire to draw
Your Excellency’s attention to certain phases of the South African Indian problem which have
been thrust into prominence by the South African Government since our arrival in India.

. Your Excellency is fully aware that while negotiations were pending betweoen the
Government of Indin and that of the Union of South Africa and while Your Excellency’s Govern.
ment was pressing for & Round Table Conference to discuss the principle of racial segregation
as embodied in the Area Reservation and Immigration and Registration (Further Provision)
Bill, the South African Parlinment actually amended the Union Health Act to validate Ordie
nance No. 7 of 1923 of Natal, and also forced through the House of Assembly the Mines and
Works Act 1011 Amendment Bill.  As both these Bills embody the prineiple of racial segrega.
‘tion, the action of the Union Government warrants our again emphasizing the urgent neceesity
-of Your Excellency’s Government pressing for a Round Table Conference to discuss the whole
Sonth African Indian problem.

NATAL ORDINANCE NO. 7.

The Natal Ordinance No. 7 of 1923, which discriminated Betweed Asiatics and Euros
peans and which empowered Health Committees to levy differential rates on the two seotion-
respeotively, was declared wultra vires by the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court of South
Africs. This decision, which was announced in November 1925, when onr Deputation was
on its way to India, was obtained at great expense to the Indian community With inordi-
nate haste and before Your Excellency’s Government had an opportunity of making any
representations whatsoever, the Union Government passed a Bill amending the Union Health
Act, thereby validating Ordinance No. 7 of 1923, and thus re-affirming the principle of racial

segregation.
COLOUR BAR BILL.

The Mines and Works Act 1911 Amendment Bill, known as the Colour Bar Bill
provides that the,granting of Certificates of competency to persons employed in, at or nbon;
Mines, Works and Machinery shall be restricted to Europeans, coloured persons and Mslayas
excluding Asatics nsnd Natives. This B;jll is founded on the principle of racial segregation,
_It introduces into South Africa for the first time & statutory Economie Colowr Bar, and i is
8¢ drafted as to embrace almost any industry. In the Union Parliament, during the session
of 1925 it was strongly condemned by Genersl Smuts. He declared that tens of thousands
of people in South Africa were actuated by feelings of fear, and if & Bill named the Natives
sud Asiatics as persons to be excluded from industry by - Colour Bar® provisions, it wounld
establish » precident of inequality and unfair dealing that would recoil upon the white races,
Hpukedt-hnttheAsiaﬁequesﬁonshwuldbesapunted&omthethoNaﬁveqlm‘m.s it
would be a great mistake to mix up the two, He maintained that nog many Asiatics wou,l‘d
be directly affected by the Bill but hundreds of millions would be provoked by this st

being placed upon them, ¥ stigma

UNION LIQUOR BILL,

The Minister of Justice has published a Bill to amend the Liquor laws of the Uni.
Xf that Bill be passed it will prevent the employment of Asiatics and Natives in an —y
tion connected with the manufacture, sale, or distribution of intoxicating liquor. Th);hocqupn-
that it will prevent the employment of such people in broweries, distillerics or honel:u;
Asiatic will be permitted to act even a8 & waiter on premises liconsed to sel] mtoxmat;mx liquo:
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Most of these workers are young men borm in the Gnion of South Africa, of Indian parcotage,
and they undoubtedly have proved themselves efficiont ideal waiters.

These two Bills, namely, the Colour Bar Bilt and the Liquor Law Amendment Bill®
§f passed into low, will throw out of employment a very lerge number of Indians. It s
estimated that the number thus affected will be approximately as follows :—

Liquor Law Amendment Bill 1,600 ; Colour Bar Bill : Cape 905 Natal 35,000,

Theso Indians, deprived of the right to work, will be compelled to accept repatriation
pnder the Voluntary Scheme and leave South Afriea,

In view of this action of the Union Government, we would once moro respoctfully:
point out to Your Excellenoy the urgent necessity of pressing for & Round Table Conference
to disouss the whole Indinu problem, failing which, we zsk Your Excclloucy to socure the
King-Emperor’s disallowanoe of cach of the above mentioned bills as it passes through the
Union Parliament.

We have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servants,

(Sd.) A, Abdurabman.

» A A, Mirza,

» 9 W, Godiray,

» Amod Bayat.

» V. 8 C. Pather,

» Pandit Bhawani Dayal,
» Sorabji Rustomji.

. «Members of the South African Indiany Congress Deputation..
Delhi, 1ith February 1926.
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INDIAN INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL
CONGRESS.

PROTESY AGAINST ANTI-ASIATIC BILL.

The third seesion of the Ali Indiz Indian Industrial and Commercial Congress was-.
beld at Delhi on the 20th February 1926. Mr. Lala Harkisonlal of Lahore presided. Amongst
those present were Mrs, Sarojini Neidu, Dr. Abdurahman, Mr. Sorabji Rustomjee and members
of the Legislative Asgembly. The following resolution was moved from the chair and carried
unanimously :— ' )

(a) This session of the Indian Industrial and Commercial Congress views with the gravest,
apprehension and enters jts emphatic protest against the Areas Reservation and:
Immigration and Registration Bill which is in violation of the 1014 Gandhi..
Smuts agreement and has for its object the compnisory segregation of Indians
the deprivation of their trading and proprietary rights, and the ultimate eliminge
tion of the Indian community. .

(0) This session carnestly requests the Government of Indis to urge upon the Union.:
Goverament the necessity of a Round Table Conference before any further aotion:
is taken by the Union Government in respect of the proposed Bill; and ehould -
their reagonable propoeal be declined and the Bill forced through the Union Par-
liament this congresa appeals to His Excellonoy the Viceroy to advise the Imperial:
Government to disallow the measure under Sec. 65 of the South Africa Ack
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INDIANS IN SOUTH AFRICA.

FULL TEXT OF THE OFFICIAL STATEMENT IN INDIAN
LEGISLATURE.

.

Sir Mubammad Habibullah, member in charge Education Department and Mr, Bhorg
{Eduocation Secretary) made the following simultaneous statementa in the Council of State and
the Legislative Assembly respectively on the 17th February 1926 :—

In his speech &t the opening of the Legislative Assembly His Excellenoy the Viceroy
outlined the general course which the negotiations with South Africa regarding the Asiatic quos-
tion have taken and appealed to the House to continue to trust Government while the negotia-
tions were still proceeding. The Government of India and the Union Government uf South
Africe bave now agreed that & stage has been reached at which the correspondence that haa
pussed between the two Governments during the last year can suitably be made public. I

ain, therefore, phmnginthohbraryoitheﬂonsecopwsofthecommunioaﬁom that have
pansed between the two Governments on the subjeot of the pasition of Indians in South
Africa, From this correspondence it will be seen thot last April with the spproval of the
Secretary of Stote for Indjs the Government of Indin took up with the Union Government
-direct the question of formulating & comprehensive Indian policy in South Africa which would
be acoeptable to all the parties concerned and utilised the suggestion thrown out by Mr. Thomas
Secretary of State for the Colonies, o propose & conference on the subject, preferably in Scuth
Afrios buat if the Union Government 8o desired in India or on nentral ground, such os Geneva:
In the alternative, they asked the Union Government to make other suggestions to bring abous
a satisfactory settlement of the Indian question, .

The Union (overnment roplied in June last that while they were quite ready to
receive suggestions from the Government of India towards making their policy of repatriation
more effective they regretted their inability to agreo to & conforence since it wna the polioy
-of all partice in South Africa by means of striot prohibition of Indisn immigration and of
active repatriation to reduce the Indian population in the sountry as nearly aa possibls to an
irreducjble minimum and such & conference wonld be viewed with suspicion as an interforence
from outside. On July 14th, the Governmont of India renewed the suggestion for & conferenns
on the ground that repatriation could not by itself provide an effective solution of the problom,
‘since 63 per oent of the resident Indian population were born in South Africa and regarded
+that country as their home, and on the ground that in order to arrive at a satisfactory settle.
‘ment alternative measures of mitigating European and Asistio competition in the economio
sphere should be explored.

In July, tho Areas Reservation and Immigration and Registration (Further Provision)
Bill embodying the policy of [the Union Govéininént iowards the Asiatio problem was intro-
dueed, snd in September the Union Government roplied, regretting their inebility to hold &
-conference on the Indian question, unless its main objeot was more effective repatriation and
unless it was limited to some definite and conorete questions connested therewith, They scomed
however, inclined to favour conversations both in connection with repatriation and with the
methods of reducing the Asistic and European competition. In October, the Government
-of India replied to the Union Government that before entering into o discussion of the repatria.
tion question or the genersl question of alleviating direct competition, they would like tosend &
-dsputation to South Africa to collect information regarding the economio condition and general
position of Indians residing in the Dominion. Ths Government of South Africa agreed to this
proposal on November 10th, and ke deputation sailel from Bombsy on November 26th. Its
«defined purpose was to enquire into and report on the economio condition and general position
-of the resident Indian community in Sonth Africs and to form an apprecistion of their wishes
-and requirements with a view to furnishing material to the Government of Indis for use in
.conneotion with their negotiations with the Union Government. That deputation has collected
material and come to provisional conclosions which enabled the Government of India on
January 10th to press once again on the Union Government the desirability of s Round
“Table Conference on the whole question or, failing that, & fresh enquiry before the ptopoaed
legislation was proceeded with.
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The Union Government replisd on February 6th, that they fully realised our anxiety
o0 place the case of the Indian community in South Africs as fully as possible before them.
They expreased their willingness to propose the reference of the Adiatic Bill to a select com-
mittes before the second reading, 8o as to enabls the committes to take evidence on the prin.
ciples of the Bill as well aa on its details gubject to the understanding that the commitiee
should be required to report to Parliament within such limited pericd as would enable Parlia-
ment to deal finally with the proposed legislation during the present session, This offer the
Government of India have accepted, but they have made it clear that their objections to the
Bill are fundamental and that they are instructing their deputation to present the caso before
" the select committes fn respect of the general principles.

It will follow from the statement of their objections to prinviples, that the Govern-
ment of India are also opposed to the details of the Bill. But it is not proposed to discuss
tho latter, beosuse the Government of India cannot take any action which might be thought
even remotely to imply that thoy are prepazed to waive the fundamental objections or acquieace
in the principle of the bill

From this very brief summary of the course which the nepotiations have taken, it
will be cloar that the Government of Indis have obtained two important]results. In the firsh
place, they have for the first time since Sir Benjamin Robertson’s deputation their own repre-
sentatives on the spot in South Africa who are in & position to keep them informed of the
progress of events and to present the Indian case on their behalf before the select committee
when it is appointed. While the Government of Indis bave on their records a mass of evidence
relating to the position of Indians in South Africa, they feel the necessity of keeping it up to
date and abreast of the ohanging economic conditions of the Union and of relating it to the
particular legislation under consideration. They are anxious, moreover, to ecastablish ¢lose
touch with the wishes and nseds of the Indian community in South Africs, It i in these
zespects that the presence of their doputation in South Africs is proving invaluable to theme

Secondly, they have induced the Union Government to agree that the Asiatie Bill
ehould be referred t0 the Seleot Committes before instead of after thq seoqud reading. The
principles invelved in this Bill are so grave and its effects on the position of Indians in South .
Africa are of suoh far reaching oconsequence, that ﬂmGovammsntdIndianthchgmtimpor-
tance to this concession. India neturaily takes the strongeat objestion to measuyes osloulated
to relegate Indians to & position inferior to that of other olaases of His Masjesty’s subjeota, The
Beleot Committoe before the second reading gives o desired opporfunity of stating the case and
opposing the Bill on these grounds before the legislature of the Unjon is committed to the
principles of the Bill, The Government of India gratefully soknowlsdged the essistance
thayhnedeﬁvedinthaputfrom_tbeattitudeo{thelegishtuminmgud to Indlmaﬁﬁ::
inSonthAﬁ'wl,;f ml;dtheytrmthntwbnthememhnoftho;two chambers have had an
oppertunity of studying the correspondence, which is no i i
the line which they have take:.o * made publio, they  will *pprove of
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