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INDIAN COUNCIL OF STATE

DEBATE ON SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN QUESTION

place last month in the Council of State of

India in connection with the Indian question
in South Africa which we have extracted from the
Times of Indvr—

Non-official business in the Council referred to
the position of Indians in Sonth Africa with parti-
cular referenco to the recent anti-Indian legislation
there, 'T'o this there were several amendments.

Sir Devaprasad Sarbadhikari had on the agenda a2
resolution that immediate steps be taken for the
protection of Indians in South Africa against the
effects of anti-Indian legislation there and that ade-
quate measures should be taken without delay un-
der the provisions of the Immigration into Indiwa
Act of 1924, but he moved Mr. Natesan’s proposi-
tion that in connection with the recent anti-Indian
legslation and of the Bill now impending before
the South African Parliament immediate steps
should be taken to secure and safegtiard the 1ights
of Indians in South Africa. Sir Devaprasal Sar-
badhikari prefaced his speech with an expression of
appreciation of the work done on behalf of Indians
abroad by Sir B. N. Sar-

”H‘IIE following is a report of the debate that took

of Indians’ vested rights and privileges. Mr. Gandhi
als0 had described the measure as one, the effect of
which would be that there would be no Indian
settlers in South Africa in a few years time, and
that the Bill made no distinction between Indians
born in South Africa and those domiciled there and
the safeguards provided werve illusory and could be
rendered perfectly nugatory. Indeed the Bill was
intended to drive the Indians out of South Africa.,
Mr. Natesan contended that the Bill was a direct
violation of the vested rights of Indians who were
promised not to be interfered with. There were some
Indians who suggested repatriation of Indians as the
best solution out of the difficulty. Mr. Natesan
assured he was reflecting the opinion of those who
paid some attention to this guestion when he said
that that was an 11l-advised and suicidal step. They
would only be playing into the hands of the South
African Government and giving up the case which
the Indian Government was fighting hard by adopt-
ting repatriation. Some others had suggested
retaliation. But Mr. Natesan advised the Council to
consider the effects of such a step before embarking

upon it. Retaliation could

ma and Sir Mahomed
Habibullah and felt satis-
fied that Sir Fazli Hus-
sain had taken on the
burden in the proper
spirit, He admitted that
on this question the
Council had to exervcise
restraint and self-con-
trol. Appeals previously
made for such self-con-
trol had not been dis-
regarded, but as the po-

MESSAGE FROM MAULANA SHAUKAT ALI

The followlng cabla message has been re-
celved by the hon, Secretaries of the Natal Indian
Congress from Maulana Shankat A'i:—

“ Central Khilafat Committee and Mus-
lem hearts with you. Doing utmost. Be
brave aad firm. God protect you.

only be the last step
when all other measures
had failed. An Indian
Deputation from Sounth
Africa was expected in
India, and Mr. Natesan
asked the Government of
India to ascertain their
views in this respect.
Morcover the Govern-
ment of India should nse
all possible but constitu-
tional methods to ascer-
tain the wishes of In-

—Shaukat Ali,

sition of Indians in South

Africa wus very much

threatened by the anti-Indian legislation 1t was
tho right and duty of this House to strength-
en the hands of the Government of India and induce
them to make effective representation to the Colo-
nial Office and see that dangerous legislation was
dropped. There were six lakhs and sixty thousand
Indians now in South Africa. They went there
first as indentured labourery and having finished the
work they had settled down and owned vested
interests. He did not move his own proposition
but tho proposal of Mr. Natesan because the door
for negotiation was still open, by moving this reso-
lution. Therefore he wanted the Government of
India to take note of the intense public feeling and
taly steps to bring about a better state of things.

A Direct Violation -

Mr. G. A. Natesan in a vigorous spcech pointed
out that the Reservation of Areas Bill was more
drastic than the Class Aress DBill, regarding which
the Council had passed a resolution last March. This
was the opinion expressed by public bodies in
South Africa. The President of the Natal Indian
Congress had deseribed the measure now before the
South African Parliament as a deliberate deprivation

dians on the spot. There

the situation was still not hopeless. Indeed Dr.
Malan, Minister for the Interior, in introducing
the Reservation of the Areas Bill, had said that the
Union Government wounld negotiaie with the Indian
Government 1n regard to the suggestion for a Round
Table Conference. The Durban Town Council had
supported this idea but if all the efforts of the
Government of India and Indians failed, let His
Majesty’s Government disallow the Bill even as it
did on a previous occasion. (Applause).

Dangerous Provisions

Mr. Karandikar moved an amendment in addition
to the resolution to the effect that with this object in
view Government should examine the provisions of
the Areas Reservation and the Immigration snd
Registration Bill and take steps without delay to
signify to the Union Government total disapproval
of the provisions prejudicial to Indian rights and
privileges. Mr. Karandikar traced the history of the
enyigration of Indians to South Africa and pointed
out that assurances were given that Indians would
settle in South Africa after a period of indenture in
1860, Iniesponse to the Deputation from South
Africa the Government of India suspended the
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standing orders and allowed Indians to proceed to
South“Africa assuring them full rights of citizenship.
Indian labourers went out there as British citizens,
but the provisions of the latest Bill on the anvil of
the South African Parliament were really dangerous.
They must be examined, so that the rights and pri-
vileges of Indiane would be protected. Mr. Sastri
had on a former occasion szid, “ If Kenya is gone,
India is gone.” To thiz Mr. Karandikar added * if
India is gone, the British Empire i3 gone.” India
had every right to follow and help Indians where-
ever they were seftled and the Indian Government
were responsible in safeguarding the rights apd pri-
vileges of Indians.

Sir Undar Hayat Khan, in supporting the resolu-
tion a8 amended emphasised that His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment had a duty in holding the scales even be-
tween the varigus parts of the Empire. If the Bri-
tigh, Government felt helpless, then, let the Gavern-
ment of India be allowed to settle the question with
South Africa direct, if necessary by force of arms.
Sir William Birdweod with his army in. India was
quite capable of bringing South Afriea te their
genges. (Laughter). There was no use gaing with
folded hands like beggars. If the Government of
India felt powerless, let ug tell Indwang in South
Africa that if they felt unhappy they could come
back to India. In India there were hundreds of
acres of land lying wagte, They could come and
cultivate them here.

The amendment of Mr. Karandikar was passed
unanimously Government not opposing it.

Gross Abuse Of Power

Mr. V. Ramdas then added a rider to the resolu-
tion ag amended urging Government to ascertain the
conditions and views of the Indians in. South Africa.
He was encouraged. to move this amendment by the
Government of India’s helpful attitnde. He charged
the South African Government with gross vilifica-
tiong of the Smuts-Gandhi Agreement by passing
recently no less than six anti-Indian ordinances.
Mr. Ramdasg explained in detail the provisions of
these measures ag affecting the rights and privileges
of Indians. It waga gross abuse, he said, of the
powers of self-Government granted to South Africa.
India might be a helpless dependency but the least
that the British Government could do was to see
that the Bill before the South African Government,
if passed, was disallowed by His Majesty.

Mr. K. O. Roy in supporting the amendment of
Mr. Ramdas pressed for a Round Iable Conference
being formed for eonsideration of the whole ques-
tion as suggested by Mr. Thomas when the Laboup
Government was in office.

Government’s Reply

Sir Fazli Hussein in a very sympathetic speech
accepted the resolution and the amendments moved.
He admitted that this was a very important, difficult
and extremely delicate subject. His Excellency
Lord Reading, gpeaking on 20th January, referred
to the Natal Boroughs Ordinance, which had been
given assent fo in spite of representations from the
Government of India, and said that a solution of the
problem, connected with a self-governing dominion
in its internal matlers was not easy to find. Indeed
when one saw measure after measure adopted to the
prejudice of Indians in South Africa despite the
Government of Indja’s representation, there was
justification for Indians in India and in South Afri-
ca to feel that the problem was altogether hopeless
and yet the proverbial patience of the Orient must

ome to their help. As Mr. Natesan pointed out by
ngx;ring to Dr. Malan’s speech the door for negotia-

18 wag not closed, Sir Fazli Hussein was not

‘fore, altogether without hope. He recognised
*,ta time when the Indian Government wasg
‘vg for a Round Table Conference, this

v

bomb-shell in the form of the Reservation of Areas
Bill was introdaced in the South African Parhament,
a Bill which had caused the deepest resentment, not
only among Indians but also Europeans in India.
As Lord Reading, replying to a deputation that
waited on His Excellency in Delhi pointed out, this
question of Indians in South Africa had a possible
reaction on Imperial relationship. The Government
of India had very rightly adopted the process of
continuous representation. There wasg nothing that
Indian publicists could suggest should be done for
the benefit of Indians in South Africa which the
Government of India was not prepared to do pro-
vided it was within its competence to do. Govern-
ment could not do more than that. Whether Gov-
ernment efforts in future would be fruitful or not
he could not say. The answer must depend on one's
temperament. But he was not a pessimist, although
he was not a strong cptimist either.

South Africa’s Best Interest

“1 feel the South African Government will, in
the course of time realise on the basis of our re-
presentations, that its true interest lies not in pro-
ceeding with the policy which may for the time
being be economical and beneficial but in looking
forward to the future and discovering that the co-
operation and eontentment of Indians in South
Africa is in their best interests and that of their
countyy. We are not a dominion power as South
Afﬁca{'ﬁ and therefore we cannot feel very en-
thusiastie when we call upon the Imperial Govern-
ment to ihterfere in the internal affairs of South
Africa. As ] am a new and temporary member in
charge of this sabject I consulted the Standing
Emigration Committee as well as Sir Devaprasad
Sarbadhikari, Pundit Motilal Nehru and Mr. Jinnah.
We had an interesting discussion in which the
whole position was dispassionately reviewed. They
gald that they had not the slightest intention of ask-
ing the higher authorities to interfere with the in-
ternal affairs of a self-governing dominion, but that
they merely wanted: to know the condition of the
people in South Africa and urged that the Govern-
ment of India should use its good offices in the
interests of the Indian people in South Africa and
in the interests of the South African Government in
order to bring about a better understanding of each
other’s position. I am really indebted to the Stand-
ing Emigration Committee for their valuable assis-
tance and it was as a resylt of that discussion that
certain proposals put down on the agenda to-day
were not moved. I am glad to say that the resolu-
tion is in very wide terms and allows the fullest
possible liberty to the Government of India to take
guch action as is found necessary in the best interests
of Indians. The Government of India has already
geratinised the Bill and submitted a representation
to the South African Government. We have al-
ready expressed total disapproval of certain pro-
visions and we would follow it up soon with detailed
representation. ” (Applause.)

Proceeding, Sir Fazli Hussein said the Govern-
ment of India would ascertain the conditions and
views of South African Indians from a deputation
that was shortly coming to India. The Government
of India would be pleased to receive the deputation.
The Government of India also contemplated other
steps by which to ascertain the condition and vie'vs
of South African Indians. Nothing that could be
done would be left undone and the Council could
bave implicit trust in the desire of the Government
of India to do all it conld in this matter. India did
not want certain privileges nor any licenses for In-
dians in South Africa. What was wanted was jos-
tice and fairplay, and this the Government of India
was trying to secure so far as lay in. its power. (Loud
applause.) .

“The resolution of Sir Devaprasad Sarbadhikari as
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amended by Messrs., Karandikar and Ramdas Pan-
tuln was carried without any dissentient voice.

Notes and News

papers it would appear that Mrs. Sarojini

Naida's appeal lust week to India to Sbserve
the 11th of October as a day for expressing the nation-
al sentiment against the Asiatic Bill has been well res-
ponded to, large meetings being held on that day
thronghout India. Mrs. Naldu presided over the
meeting at Bombay, at which a message from
Mahatma Gandbi was read emphasising that * there
can be no compromise and no repatriation, even
when it is euphemistically described as voluntary.”
The only effective remedy, in Mahatma Gandhi’s
opinion, is the diplomatic pressire which Lord
Hardinge had applied successfully, Our contem-

FROM a Reuter’s mesgage published in the daily

porary the Nalal Mercury describes this as “Gand}pi’s

new slogan, ”

It is reported in tho latesl exchanges from India
that Mrs. SBarojini Naidu has obtained the highest
number of votes as the president of the forthcoming
Indian National Congress to be held at Cawnpore in
December. It will be the first time in the history
of the Congress that an Indian lady will preside
over its annual deliberations. Indians in South
Africa, we have no doubt, will join our brethren in
India in congratulating Mrs, Naida on ber success.

Bishop and Mre Fisher have sailed yesterday from
Beira per 8.8. Karoa for Mombasa and DBombay.
Bishop Fisher hopes to be present at the National
Christian Council which meeta in Calcutta on the
4th of November. Both Bishop and Mrs. Fisher
wish to express their love to all the friends they
have made in South Africa. While reciprocating the
same to them we thank them for what they bave
done for us and wish them a pleasant voyage and
safe re( urn to their home.

In the course of a comment on the action
of the Union Government in introducing the Asiatic
Bill, Zhe Mahratta (Poona) writes :—" South Africa
must be given to understand that in wounding the
feelings of India, the tiny Colony is eliminating the
sympathies of a great nation hke India, ”

At a mass meeting of Indians of the Town and
District of Ermela, held on the 6th instant under
the chairmanship of Mr. I. A. Jassat a resolution
protesting against the Asiatic Bill was passed unani-
mously and forwarded to the Minister of the In-
terior.

——

A farewell meeting attended by prominent In-
dians was held under the Transvaal Memon Asso-
ciation in honour of Mr. Hajee Cassim Adam at the
Indian Library Hall, Pretoria, on the eve of his
departure for India. Mr. A, C. Tayob presided.
An address enumerating the various services ren-
dered by him was presented to Mr. Cassim Adam
and speeches were made by Messrs. Suleman Ebra-
him, Abdul Carim, T. M. P. Mahomed and A. A.
Mirza wishing Mr. Hajee Cassim Adam a pleusant
voyage and a safe return. Mr. Hajee Cassim Adam
in a suitable reply thanked the Association for the
honour done to him and urged the gathering to
support with all their beart the Transvaal British
Indian Association, the only representative body of
the Transvaal Indians which was doing everything
nedessary to protect the interest of the Indian com-

munity. Mr. Cassim Adam donated £10 to the
Trangvaal Memon Association.

The Transvaal British Indian Association has sent
tl.)he following cable to the Associated Press, Bom-

3y :—

“Conformably to the pronouncement of Mrs. Saro-
jini Naidu, president South African Indian Congress,
Transvaal Indians have resolved to observe October
11as a day of pretest against Union Government's
high-handed, outrageouns policy against Indians.”

The hon. Secretary (Mr. P. R. Pather) informs us
that the Prize Distributien of the Hinda Tamil
Institate, 17 Cross Street, Durban, will be held at
the Rawat’s Bio Hall on Sunday the 18th instant at
2 p.m. Al are invited to attended. Apart from
the training given in this Institute to Tamil boys
and girls the Institute has been very useful to the
public for holding meetings and public functions.
Many Congress Committee meetings have been
held af this Institute by courtesy of the manage-
ment.

PLIGHT OF THE TRANSVAAL INDIANS
HILE the Indian population in Natal cay be
said to be somewhat large—and that is owing
to the large labour population—and the com-
plawnt of the Province being faced with an Asiatic ques-
tion might be justifiable, we cannot possibly understand
the constant cry of the Transvaal being killed by In-
dians. The Iodian population in that Province is bui a
handful in comparison with the vast white population, the
former numbering not more than fifteen thonsand at the
most against five hundred thousand of the latter. More-
over they have no vote nor have they the nght to own
landed property. The only right they do possess is the
right to trade, Fmigration into that Province 1s en~
tirely closed excepting that #ix educated Indians may
enter annually. Thus there is not the slightest fear of
that Province ever being flooded by Indians nor are In-
dians given the least chance to do so. Apd yet the
anti-Asiatic cry in the Transvaal is Just as aeunte if not
more than in Natal.

The Transvaal Provincial Council bas recently passed
the General Dealers { Control ) Ordinance, with the ex-
press purpose of cartailing the right of Indians to trade
in that Province, which i3 the only means of their liyeli-
hood there, This Ordinance Was rushed through the
Council without any opportunity given tc those con-
cerned to even conmsider it or to lodge their protest
against it; even the Earopean Chamber of Commerce
raised a protest against it on that ground, and the Gov-
ernor-General-io-Council has been pleased to give his
assent to it. Apart from this, we underatand, that al-
thongh the Asiatic Bill has not yet been passed some of
its provisions are already being enforced. Those who
have been given exemption certificates, we learn, are
being re-examined by the Principal Immigra*ion Officer,
and the three year clause is being inserted in the
Identity Certificates issned to those who go on a wisit to
India. The result of this will be that sach Indians
although holding their registration certificates will be
deemed to be prohibited immigrants if they arrive here
a little after the term of three years and they will have
to prove their domucile before they can get the right to
enter the Province—and yet, the very officer examining
them may have issned to them the certificate,
What a farce! Aod all this for no other reason bat to



270

INDIAN OPINION

October 16th, 1925

make it as difficult and as incouvenient as pos:ible for
the Indian to enter and fo live in the Union so that
he may get thoroughly sick of 1t and choose to abandon
it. Traly a British policy of the twentieth century !
‘What does this attitnde on the part of the authorities
point out to ? It points out only to one thing and that
is the necessity of immediate action on the' part of the
Indians. At last the date for the special session of the
South African Indian Congress has been fixed and that
date will be anxionsly awaited by every Indian, for that
is when the hnal issae will be decided uwpon. Protests
on paper have\apparenbly no effect on the Government.
They presumably want 1t in concrete form and the com-
munpity will have to be prepared to embark upon it.

A Message From Bishop Fisher

Bishop Fisher writes to us as follows from
Rhodesia :—

T have been reluctant to make any public pro-
nouncement concerning the Indian situation in the
Union of South Africa. This hesitation arises from
the fact that the racial divisions and prejudices on
the African continent are the most pronounced that
T bave ever encountered. It 1s therefore, very easy
to arouse animosities, no matter what one says.

Every opportunity has been given me to study the
conditions. I have visited Natal, the Transvaal, ithe
Cape Province, and, in addition to these provinces
within the Union, have wvisited Rhodesia
Portugese Hast Africa. It has been my privilege to
interview the Prime Minister, General Hertzog, and
to call upon the Mimster of the Interior, Dr. Malan.
Conversations have been held with the Mayors of

cities, members of city councils, members of Parlia-,

ment, business men, university professors, clergy-
men, representatives of trade unions, and other in-
formed individuals. Public meetings and conferences
have been convened in centres such as Durban,
Johannesburg, Pretoria, and Lourenco Marques.
Mrs. Fisher and I have visited 1n the homes of Eu-
ropeans and Indians; have inspected compounds,
barracks, shops, plantations, mills, mines and com-
munities. We have attempted to secure frank dis-
cussiop. and sincere opinions from all idividuals
and groups, regardless of race. We have caretually
studied the literature upon the subject, including
legislative enactments, history, resolutions of res-
ponsible bodies and associations, editorials, books
and articles.

From all that we have been able io learn, it is
evident that the problem is difficult and that there
is no apparent solution for the immediate present.
The proposed anti-Asiatic Bill is not a solution, but
an irritant. If adopted, it will accomplish no pur-
pose, other than to aggravate the Indian population
through persecution, to deepen 1ts sense of martyr-
dom, and to raise up friends for the Indian com-
maunity throughout the world. I sincerely trust,
therefore, that true statesmanship will prevail, and
that the Union Parliament will recognise the im-
practicability and wnwisdom of the present proposal.
If I were a white citizen of South Africa, T would
regard the Bill as a direct attack upon the best
interests ‘of the white community, even though
directed against the Indian. The indirect harm to
the white community would be far greater than the
direct harm to the Indian. Measures of repression
and programs of extermination have been proven
by history to mean tae decay of the virtues and
powers of the perpetrators rather than of the per-
secuted. Greece, Rome, Russia and many other
examples may be cited, both in the political and
the economic world,

and

The Indiens, through all time, have had great
capacity for suffering, and I have tried to show my
European friends, that the Indians of South Afnica
are determined, in this regard, to hve up to the
highest traditions of their race. 1If a cross is forced
upon them, it will be a cross ot victory.

Believing that the problemm wili only be accen-
tuated by the present tendencies, and that 1t 13 one
of superficial importance, I am persnaded that the
only satisfactory adjustment will be formed thiouch
a Round Table Conference, in which representatives
of the Empire, India, the Government of South
Africa, and the Indian commumty of Snath Africa.
may hear and study all phases of the question. In
such a way, some amicable agreement muay be
arrived at. If such a Conference 13 held, the In-
dians of South Africa must have some construclive
programme to present and defend. Meantime, the
Indian community should seek interviews with the
responsible persons in the Government, with a view
to ascertaining the governmental and Euaropean
attitude, spirtt and causes of complaint. Muach will
depend upon the spirit in which the Indian com-
mufity fights, DProtest alone will be unavailing.
Both sides 1n this present conflict inust see the
whole problem and meet each other in a friendly
and frank determination to find a solution which
will make possible Life, liberty and progress for
both.

O LAY HLHULKEE 32D DIDIDIDIDD S50
A OUR LONDON LETTER A
* [ FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT

N 17th September, 1925, g
0 SR CL TG LK I IDISIDIDIDDIPID 2ID11>0

Mr. Shapurn Saklatvala, M P. for North Battersca,
was to have been of the party of British M.I’s leav-
ing England on Saturday next to attend the Inter-
Parhamentary Union Conterences which arc to be
held 1n the United States of America during next
movth. Within the last week, some, members of
the British Inter-Paliamentary Union, of which Mr.
Salklatvala 1s also a member, refused to go with the
party. Their objection was to Mr. Sakirtvala. Ife
was a Commumnist and they did not hold with his
views. Until to-day it appeared he would go. He
had his Passport and his arrangements were inade
for the visit. Theic was nothing in this country
to prevent his going. And at this stage the Ameri-
can Seccretary of State steps 1 to cancel Mr. Sak-
latvala's passport The objectors pleased with them-
selvegare going  Mr. Saklatvala remains. ¥hat he
may yet do, 18 not evident. For he has just resigned
from the managership of the Cotton Mills Depart-
ment of Messrs, Tata Itd. of New DBro:d Street,
Tondon, the agents of Tata Power Co. which sup-
plies in Bombay and district electrical energy
generated by water power—a concern with an
authorised capital of £4,000,000. It wouald appear
trom his letter of resignation that he is solicitons of
the welfaie of the business and realising his com-
munisbie views may possibly affect the financial
gtability, he 1esigns. With Communists and all
those who would down capitahism, 1t sezms ever to ,
be the samme that while they atlack capitalisin, they
are anxions of the capitalistic affairs 10 which theiwr
interests hie. ’

Ruler of the second largest Mahomedan State ip
India, sovereign of a mill on people, the Begum of
Bhopal, 1s on her way to pay a sccond visit te”
London, she was here for the Coronation, heg
mother and grandmother, before her were Begun of
of Bhopal. Shesucceded in 1901, She 13 one# 45
the most enlightened women in India. She is _oa-
authoress, a painter, and a musician. As a po- ("-“\c
tate of great importance, she 18 entitled to a s~ =
of nineteen guns. When i 1911 she vaikari a8
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DBuckingham Palace, she wore a magnifie-nt gown
of blue silk, and a black veil coveriag her face, with
slits to look throngh, for Bhopul shill adheres to the
custom of Purdah. On her hea ldress wis 3 jewelled
cornnet,

In 1922 when the Prince of Wales visited India
there was a reception at the Royal Palace. The
Prince and the Begum sat on thrones of Tuarquoise
o and gold. The reception hall was ot marble,
with its arches lined with gold.

In 1911 she brought to lngland with her, in her
suite a woman doctor, cooks skilled in the preparation
of curries, and an astrologer. A Priest presided at the
killing of the fowls for the carries Last year the
veiled (nnen as she is called, logt two of her three
sons, and the present visit to England iy understood
to have for its object the secaring of the succession
of the third.

Mr. Paul Robeson an American Negro is acting as
“The Emperor Jones” in the play of that name.
Mr. Robeson who i8 six feet three, quahfied as a
barmster-at-law, at the University of Columbia in
America, but the call of the stage was too strong for
him to resist. He, however, believes that as a Negro,
he can render a service to his people, by interprlt-
ing their innermost feelings in negro plays and in
negrg songs. Iuaropeans may imitate the negro, but
a negro alone can spiritnahise things that are negro.
The play at the Ambassadors, where he is appearing
is drawing record crowds. With him’in London, is
his wife of his own race.

The King of Iraq has recovered after several
weeks’ medical eare in London, and is now moving
in the city.

Since the taxes on silk and artificial silk have
come into operation. the papers are full of attempts
at smuggling. .

M. Caillnx is about to visit America, for the pur-
pose of arranging terms 1n respect of France’'s War
debt to the United States. Senator Borah of that
country stands out for 100 per cent payment. The
ox-service raen of [France are returning an American
Medal, given to a Frenchman for saving the life of
an American, wooden legs and a helmet symbolising
the sacrifices of the Frenchmen in the War. The
action of the Frenchinen is typical of them. They
are impressionists,

German Colours were recently placed at the foot
of the Cambridge War Memorial, attached to a
wreath with the following inscription : “In memory
of the heroes of this Borough and County, and in
gratitude to the University of Cambridge, by a Ger-
man student of the vacation course 1923.” Over
300 foreign students have been in attendance at the
University Summer School this year, of which
number 8 were Germans,

The Scamen'’s Strike continues, but it is not so
far gaining ground here. For the last four weeks
important boats, both to South Africa and America,
have sailed to the scheduled time. It is true on
each occasion there were attempts on the part of the
strikers to prevent the sailing of these boats, some-
times it was by picketing, at other times by demon-
strations, The strikers even endeavoured by obstruct-
ing 1 numbers the train which carried seamen
from other ports, from reaching a boat in South-
ampton waters. The crews of the Channel boats,
Mor a short space of time retused to man the boats,
Jqut they too, like a number of others on the bigger
aoats have gone back, and the channel boat services
}re again in full swing. The regular sailing of the
vig boats has, no doubt, discouraged many of the
geamen, especially as in some cases new men have
been taken onn on the boats that have saled, with the

consequent displddiiient of those men from those
The exlatanes of two sege
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men’s Societies in England has somewhat weakened
the position of the strikers. The major society is
azvinst the strike: the minor society favours the un-
official strike. Unfortunately for the seamen, an
attemmpt made to amalgamate both these societies
within recent times failed, with the resnlt that the
minor society finds an opportunity in the present
strike to thrust itself forward in the hope of win-
ning members from the greater and more powerful
gociety, which has been recognised as representing
the seamen, in questions relating to them, and was
a3 a matter of course the body which got the seamen
a rise of £1 some time back, and which has since
agreed to the rednction of £1 as a result of con-
ferences between the ship-owners and the seamen.
It 18 said that the arrangement then arrived at by
the executive of the society, was referred to its
branches who had agreed to the adjustment, the
understanding being that as soon as things in the
shipping line improved, the £1 would be restored.
The seamen receive about £9 a month, in addition
to their keep ete. on board. Apart from the gues-
tion of the alequacy or otherwise, of this rate of
pay, the seamen were bound by the collection of
their society, and it was for them, through their
society to have re-opened the question, if they
thought they had a just claim to make. It is doubt-
ful that whether the question would have been
raiged, even by way of an unofficial strike, had not
the secamen on the boats to Australia been moved to
strike there by local influences. It has spread to
South Africa, and there are evidently more men ouat
on the boats at these dominion ports, than there are
out here. It is not clear what steps the ship-owners
will yet take in regard to the sailings from the
dominions to England, though so far they have
maintained the services from this end to the
dominions.
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Aryan Benevolent Home

Diwali is on us and I wonder how many of the
readers or the masses of the Hindu community are
going to turn their thoughts to the poor and needy
in the hours of their pleasures and recreations. Will
they think of the poor and anfortunate human beings
that are not possessed with the worldly pleasures
or comforts, and will they do their duty to alleviate
their cares and sufferings even for a few hours 7 [t
remains to be seen.

At the above Home, there are 14 males, 2 females
and 1 child, the majority of whom are practically
helpless. Gifts of foodstuffs, clothing, &c., will be
gratefully received. Monetary contributions and
donations of any kind are very rare indeed at the

Home, and had it not been for the uatiring efforta
of a few persons, the unfortunates at present domi-

ciled at the Home, would have been on the streets
at the mercy of everyone.

Any contributions for the Home can be called for
on the receipt of a note addressed to the Secretary,

Box 1770, Durban.
6. L. BixgH,

ton, Barratary
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< IS RACE HATRED ESSENTIAL FOR NATIONALISM ?

MR. GANDHI’'S ADDRESS IN CALCUTTA

R. M. K. Gandhi delivered an address on
the subject ‘Is Race Hatred Essential for
Nationalism ?’ at a meeting held under the

auspices of the Meccano Club at the Y.M.C.A. Over-
toun Hall. We reproduce below an extract of Mr.
Gandhi’s address from Young India which we have

no doubt will be read with very great interest in

this country :—

‘ Is it possible to love one’s country and not to
hate those who rule over it, whose domination we
do not want and dislike from the bottom of our
hearts 7 was the problem, said Mr. Gandhi with
which the younger generation was faced to-day.
And the answer given by many, expressed in some
cases and secretly nourished in most, was that it was
impossible. As a student of the question for over
JO years, the speaker was there to declare his con-
viction that nationalism was perfectly consistent
with the love of those whose ruly we did not like.
The disabilities with which he had been face to face
all these years in South Africa and India were really
enough to make ono hate hia fellow-beings if he did
not preserve his sanity. ‘Correctly or incorrectly
one feels he is subjected to the grossest tyrannies,
for no reason but that he is not the same colour as
the rulers, How is he then to love those rulers ?’
was the question. Love being a positive force may
be considered out of the question—how could he
help hating the tyrant? Illustrations were taken
from recent wars and administration of law in
civilised societies to prove that hatred seemed to be
of the essence of nationalism. Nevertheless it was
the grossest of delusions. * So long as a large body
of men and women retain that attitude, the progress
of this country, the progress of the world is ve-
tarded. The world is weary of hate. We see the
fatigue overcoming the Western nations. We see
that this song of hate has not benefitted humnnity.
Let it be the privilege of India to turn a new leaf
and set a lesson to the world, Is it necessary that
three hundred millions of people should hate one
hundred thousand Eaglishmen ? That is the con-
crete form to which this evening’s subject can be
reduced. In my humble opinion it is derogatory
to the dignity of mankind, it is derogatory to the
dignity of India to entertain for one single moment
hatred towards Enpglishmen.” Buat it were wall-
nigh impossible for masses of humanity to eradicate
hatred. Transfer then your hatred, said the speaker,
from the evil-doer to the evil itself. Hate the evil,
but not the evil-doer, was the maxim he would offer
them. And in afew sentences burning with noble
fervour he declared his creed : * Heaven knows, no
one in India, perhaps, can claim better than myself
to have spoken as fiercely and as fearlessly of the
many misdeeds of English rolers and the corrupt
nature of the system under which we are governed.
My freedom from hatred,—I would even go so far
as to claim for myself individually, my love—of
those who consider themselves to be my eunemies
does not make me blind to their faults. That is no
love which is extended simply becanse of the
possession of some virtues fancied or real in the
beloved. “If I am true to myself, if I am true to

mankind, if I am true to humanity, I must under-
stand all the faults that human flesh is heir to. I
must understand the weaknesses of my opponents,
their vices, and yet inspite of them, not hate but
even love them..... .I bave not hesitated to call the
system of Government under which we are labouring
“Satanic,” and I withdraw naught out of it. Bat I
know that I shall not deal with it, if I begin to
devise means of punishing the evil-doer. My_ busi-
ness is to love them and by patient and gentle
handling to convert them. Non-co-operation is not
a hymn of hate. I know that many who call them-
selves Satyagrahis or Non-co-operators do not deserve
to bear that name, They have done violence to their
own creed. Real non-co-operation is non-co-opera-
tion with evil and not with the evil-doer.” That
was, however, not the place to go into the intricacy
of that doctrine. It wasa law that was applied in
all well-organised families and he appealed to them
to extend that law in the political field. A father or
a sou did neither seek to punish or encourage a son
or father inclined to do evil, but tried to correct
him. Of course there were fathers and sons who
under a false sense of love doted on the erring sons
or fathers, But he was talking of the ‘love that
discriminates, love that was intelligent, love which
was not blind to a single fault—the love of the re-
former.' The moment we realised the secret, that
very moment evil would go out of sight.

And he instanced cases in which the reformer’s
lova could play and had played an effective part. It
could be applied as between members of the same
community, not to speak of different races. There
were Hindus who considered untouchability as parg
and parcel of Hinduism, and quoted scriptures as
authority. Were the more enlightened Hinduas to
hate or cut off the heads of those unenlightened
ones ? No. The secret was persistent non-violent
conduct—or, better still, suffzring in one’s own per-
son. Vaikam was au instance in point. It was the
silent, patient, loving saffering undergone by the
young men of Vaikam that had made untouchabi-
lity in Travancore lose its foothold.

Summing up Gandhiji said. “ Saffering then is
the secret. Hatred is not essential for nationalism.
Race hatred will kill the real national spirit. Lot
us understand what natinnalism is. We want free-
dom for our country, but not at the expinse or ex-
ploitation of others, not so as to degrade other
countries. For my owa part I do not want the
freedom of India if it mvaus tha extinction of Eng-
land or the disappearance of Englishmen. I want
the freedom of my country so that other countries
may learn something from my free country, so that
the resources of my coantry might be utilised for
the benefit of mankind. Just as the cult of pat-
riotism teaches us to-day that the individaal has to
die for the family, the family has to die for the vil-
lage, the village for the district, the district for the
provinces, and the province for the country, even so
a country has to be free in order that it may die,
if necessary, for the benefit of the world. My love
therefore of nationalism or my idea of nationalism
is that my country may become free, that if need be



