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NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS

A Meeting of Natal Indians to protest against the ASIATIC BILL will be
held under the auspices of THE NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS at the Durban
TOWN HALL on MONDAY, 31st August 1925, at 8 p.m.

Indians from all parts of Natal will attend Prominent Europeans will also
address the meeting.

ROLL UP in your thousands and record your protest against the obnoxious BILL.

AMOD BAYAT, President.
V. S. C. PATHER & SORABJEE RUSTOMJEE. Joint hon. Secretaries
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ASIATIC BILL AND IMMIGRATION
N our last issue we examined a few of the sec-
tions under chapter 1T of the Asiatic Bill deal-
ing with the Immigrants Regulation Act and
pointed out how its effect would be if amended as
proposed by the present Bill. We shall now examine
the remaining sections.

The New Bill proposes to amend the old Immi-
grants Regulation Act by providing that: Any
person who has been convicted in any country of,
inter al, “any offence involving fraudulent conduct
in connection with any insolvency shall be a prohi-
bited immigré\nt. ” While appreciating the anxiety of
the legislators to prevent fraudualent insolvencies we
must remark that the punishment for the crime is
entirely out of proportion. .Begides, punishment for
such a crime has already been provided for in the
existing insolvency laws whereby a person. may not
only be imprisoned but refused for ever the right to
trade. We therefore fail to see the necessity for this
new‘provision, but for only one reason, and that s to
provide means for some little pretext whereby an In-
dian could be got rid of from this couniry. Any
Indjan found guilty of fraudulentinsolvency, or of
being connected in any way with such insolvency
will be hable to punishment under the insolvency
law, and also, by the proposed amendment, he will
lIose his domieile in this country and be deported.

It is provided, further, in the old Act, that a per-
spon may not be deemed to be a prohibited immigrant
in the Cape of Good Hope or Natal 1f,  bemng at the
commencement of this Act lawfully entitled to
reside in any Province, ” he shows or has shown that
he is able to pass the education test ag provided for.
The new Bill would delete this clause, and the effect
will be that no Indian being lawfully entitled to re-
side in any Province will be able to enter the Cape
or Natal by the education test, and those who have
8o gntered may be declared prohibited immigrants.

Seetion I7 of the Asiatic Bill is also very
dangerous. It seeks to amend section (5) of
the old Act by the deletion of paragraphs (e) and (g)
and the substitution therefor of new paragraphs.
Paragraphs (e} and (g) of Section (5) of the old Act
exempt any person born in any part of the Union of
parents domiciled at the time of his birth 1 any
part of the Union, and the wife or child uynder the
age of 16 years of any domiciled person from being
a prohibited immigrant. 'This gives the right of
free entry into the Cape or Natal and to acquire a
domicile therein to South Africa-born Indians.
According to the amendment, however, the, position
would be, firstly, that an alien would always be con-
sidered an alien no matter whether he may be born
here or not. Secondly, that an Asiatic will lose his
domucile “if he 4as aequired or shall acquire it in any
Provinee of the Union other then that wm which he was
barn,” which means, that all those South Africa-born
Indians who may beresiding in any other Province
than “in which they were born” will be compelled to
retdin to their birth-place. Thirdly, that if the wife
or child of an Asiatic ( of course the word * Asiatic »
is in this section and in others very carefully avoided
so as not to wound the susceptibilities of the Asiatics,
in, the words of Dr. Malan, but the meaning
of the phrase ysed is clearly ‘Asiatic’) domiciled in
the Union fails to ¢nter the Union within five years

after the first day of August 1925 or within ten
years after the date of the first entry into the Union
the wife or child (as the case may be) shall be a
prohibited immigrant. This means that in future
Asiatics domiciled in the Union must either remain
bachelors or if they wish to get married they may
do so only within the Province (not even in any part
of the Union ) in which they are born or domieciled !

Apart from this restriction the interpretation
clause which has been introduced in the new Bill
will have a far-reaching effect on persons married
according to the tenets of an Indian religion allowing
polygamy. According to this interpretation, if a
union exists between a domiciled person and any
other woman who has been recognised within the
Union as the wife of such person and has resided or
resides or is domiciled in any Province, or if such

. person has offsprings resident or domiciled in any

Province by any woman who is still living, the wife
above mentioned shall not be deemed to be the wife
of such person, and “a union shall not be deemed
to have ceased to exist by reason ounly of the fact
that according to the tenets of an Indian religion it
has been dissolved. ” In other words, an Indian who
may have a wife in India would not be allowed to
bring her here 1f (1) he is married to another
woman here, (2) he has children resident or domi-
ciled in any Province by any woman (a prostitute
for that matter ) who is still hving (in any part of
the world outside the Union for that matter) and
(3) even 1f such a union between him and the
other woman has according to the tenets of his re-
ligion been dissolved.

Any comment on our part is superfluous.

Section (18) of the Bill empowers the Immigra-
tion Officer to cancel a registration certificate or a
certificate of domicile or any other document that
mway have been already granted to a person and to
deal with him as a prohibited immigrant if it were
found that such document was obtained by such
person “ by reason that he had not been informed
that he could not enter or remain in the Union or
(as the case may be) in that Province, or that he
had been allowed to enter or remain through over-
gight, misrepresentation or owing to the fact having
been undiscovered that he was such a prohibited
immigrant.” All those who may have acquired a
domicile in any of the Provinces * owing to the fact
that they had not been informed that they could not
remain there,” it will be easy under this section
to inform them of the fact and render them
homeless and penniless !

According to Section twenty of the new Bill,
which defines the term “ domicile,” a person shall
not be deemed to have acquired a domicile
within the Union or any Province (as the case may
be) unless he has lawfully resided therein for a
corntinnous period of three years, otherwise than
under terms of conditional or temporary residence
and a person shall be deemed to have lost his domi-
cile if he absents himself and does not return with-
in three years from the date of departure or in the
case of a person who absented him.self prior to the
1st August, 1925, does not return before the 1st
Aungust, 1928. Any Indian domiciled in any Pro-
vince of the Union who goes to India and is a day
later than three years in returning is liable by thia
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s'ection to be declared a prohibited immigrant and
to be dealt with as such.

Section six of the Indians Relief Act which em-
powers the Minister to provide out of moneys appro-
priated by Parliament for the purpose of free passage
from any Port in the Union to “any port in India”
for any Indian who makes a written request for such
free passage abandoning on bLehalf of himself and
his wife and all minor children all rights to reside
in any part of the Union, is at present being taken
advantage of to repatriate Indians from this country,
and in section twenty-one of the new Bill power is
sought to send such Indians net only to “any port
in India ” but * elsewhere, "’ that is, British Guiana,
for instance,

This ends the second chapter of the Asiatic Bill

_dealing with the Immigrants Regulation Act and

the reader will be able to judge for himself how
seriously it will affect the Indian community if
it ever becomes law. The third chapter dealing
with the Registration of Asiatics now remains to be
dealt with which we shall do in our next issue.

MARITZBURG COUNCIL AND INDIAN
LICENCES

TowN COUNCIL'S DECISION SET ASIDE

By-LAwW DECLARED “ ULTRA VIRES”

In the Supreme Court on Tuesday the 10th instant
the case was heard of Mahomed Ebrahim v. Maritz-
burg Town Council and others.
applied for a refreshment room licence for premises
77, Church Street, Maritzburg. Various persons
carrying on business in the vicinity objected.

The matter was heard by the Licensing Officer
for the borough, who refased the licence on the
ground that appellant sought a refreshment room
licence which would entitle him to sell to Earepeans
a8 well as Indians, which would be in conflict with
by-law 281 (2) (22) and by-law 290.

The appellant appealed to the Town Council,
who upheld the Licensing Officer’s decision.

He now appealed on the grounds :—

(1) That the decision of the Licensing Officer,
which was upheld by the Town Council, is arbitrary
and illegal; is in disregard of important provisions of
the statutes referring to the granting of the licence
applied for, and amounts to a refusal to exercise the
jurisdiction conferred upon him by statute, inas-
much as he wrongly held :—

(a) That by-law 231 (22) was within the powers
conferred by Section 25 of Ocdinance 11 of 1911,

(b) That he had power to refuse to grant a re-
freshmeut room licence to any person not being a
Kuropean.

{¢) That by-law 231 (2) (33) entitled him to re-
fuse to grant the licence applied for,

(d) That he was entitled to refuse the licence by
reason of the provisions of Section 36 of Act 22 of
1894.

(2) That the applicant, havir.g admittedly complied
witirall the provisions of Section 27 of Ordinance
11 of 1911 was entitled to a licence, and the Licen-
sing Otficer in refusing such licence failed to-exer-
cise the jurisdiction conferred upon him by the said
Ordinance.

Mr. H. H. Janion, instructed by Messrs. Smythe
& Co., appeared for the appellant.

Mr. W. E. Thrash appeared for the Town Council.

After argument, the Judge-President said that the
appellant applied to the Licensing Officer for a re-

The appellant-

freshment room licence. Up to 1907 the keeping of
a refreshment room required no licence whatever.
In 1907 aathority was given to licence refreshment
rooms. In 1911 the Act of 1907 was repealed and
power was given to tax certain callings according to
a schedale which included refreshment rooms. It
algo included tea rooms and native eating houses.
Nothing was said in that Ordinance about the In-
dians, and there was therefore nothing to prevent
Indians being accommoilated in refresa.nent rooms,
In 1916, by Ordinance 8, Section 1, the Stimp and
Licences Act was amended ts inclade Indian eating
houses, the licence fee of which was fixed at £3.
A provisg wus added that no such eating house
should be kept within three miles of a borough or
township, and provided farther that nothing herein
contained shall be deemed to prevent any such eat-
ing house from being kept within a borough or
township under the regtilations thereof.

Whatever may be said for this proviso, there is
nothing in the legislation to confine the service in
such buildings to the Indians. The present appli-
cation 18 one for a refreshment room, not for an In-
dian eating house. It was, however, explained to
the Licensing Officer that applicant was going to
cater primarilly for Indians. It was very properly
pointed out by the Licensing Officer that by by-law
282 a “refreshment room” was defined as a European
refreshment room, and that by by-law 290 1t was an
offence to supply anyone other than a European in
a Enropean refreshment room. If these by-laws are
wnlra vires, the Licensing Officer was right to refuse.
It is conceded that there 18 nothing in the enabling
Acts and Ordinances which precludes Indians being
gerved in a refreshment room.

Power is given to the Town Council to make
regulations for the conduct of refreshment rooms.
It has been well laid down that this power does not
give the Municipality power to discriminate between
the races unless there is express authorty or implied
authority to do so. The only section relied on is
Section 25 of Ordinance 11 of 1911, but this only
gives the Town Council power to “define the nature
thereof.” This cannot be regarded as giving the
Council power to restrict the selling of food to any-
one who belongs to a different race.

For these reasons he was of the opinion that the
application must succeed with costs against the Town
Council.

Mr. Justice Carter and Mr Justice Hathorn con-
curred—Nalal Witness.

ANTI-ASIATICS ON THE ASIATIC BILL

The Rand Dmly Ma! dated the 20th instant re<
porta as follows .—

“The Indians in this country are the kind that
try to thrust themselves upon a people who are not
readly to receive them,” said Councillor H. J.
Crocker, speaking at a meeting of the Southern
Suburbs European Association last night.

Discussing the Asiatic Bill which had recently
been before Parliament, Mr. Crocker pointed out
how the Government had embodied the various re-
quests of the Association in the Bill.

The question of class areas was fully discussed.

Certain areas, said Councillor J. Hoatson, would
be set aside in which the Asiatic would be allowed
to live and trade.

“The possibility of an Indian carrying on a busi-
ness in the European area through the mediam of a
European, however, would arise,” the speaker
added,

Reading letters from kindred associations in
different parts of the country. Mr. A. E. Kurkby
drew attention to the fact that many of the minor

-
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ngsocidtions did not recerve the support of the com-
munity.

Mre. H. M. Ross, president of the Assoclation was
1m the clair

‘Di BURGER® APPEALS FOR UNITED FRONT

An appeal for the burying of the political hatchet
and for united support of the Government in the
face of the Asiatic menace 1s wade by D Burye
gays the Johannesburg Sler.  This 18 apropos of
Dr. Malan’s proposed Asatic legislation which.
says the Nationalist paper, should go lar not only
towards making an end to Indiamsing of the
Transvaal and Natal especially, but also to lessening
the Asiatic danger  To this end it 18 suggested that
reform of the Transvaal system of handing out
licences wholesale would be of great agsmistance.

“That the Indians, especially 1 the two pro-
vinves mentioned, are violently opposing the
measure is readily understood,” says Dw Burger

“ We feel. however, that with few exceptions the
whole of the Enropean population is determined to
prevent that we should have a large Aswatic popula-
tion along with a great native populabion or that
Asiatic trade methods and socal standards should
permanently mflaence our country. This 18 not a
political matter. Further and closer stndy of the
Bill may possibly suggest 1mprovements, and no
matter tfrom which party their origin, suggestions
will surely receive serious consideration. But above
all we confidently expect that irrespective of party
the Europeans in South Afrmea will support the
Government in its earnest cndeavour to put an end
to the Asiatic menace. ”

NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS
CABLES TO INDIA AND ENGLAND

The following is the text of the cable message
sent to Indian leaders in India and England m
connection with the Asatic Bill —

* Asiatic Bill Union Parliament 1s far-reaching,
mquitous and disastrous Indian intevests Dali-
berpte violation Gandhi-Smuts uaderstanding to
recognmise vested rights. Ihill provides allocating
residential and trading areas only within which
Indians may bhuy and lease property. In rural dis-
tricts Indians arve confined to thirtv miles {ram coast
line wherem aeas may be detined  Result will be
thousands Indian businesses must cease on expiry
of present leases It is compulsory segregation and
deliberate deprivation dndiang property  Ultimate
aum apparently renatriation with confiscation. Rights
bona fide Indians enter Union serously jeopardised
Many provisions Bill enable Indians declaved pro-
hibited immigrants  Domicile mghts practically for-
feited. Mere absence three years canses forfeiture.
Wives and children of domiciled Indians cannot
enter Umon after five years from August 1925
Thousands ex-indentured Indians now thirty years
here and theu descendants may be declared prohi-
bited nnmigrants and cannot claun domicile, South
African born Indian domiciled 1n one Province must
return to the Province of his bweth and there aiso
into segregated areas. Indians born here could also
be declared prohmbited immigrants unsuitabie to
rtequitements of Umon  Sach prombited Induans
will loge all property and vested rights 1n Union
and driven away. Protest Mass Meeting Natal In-
dians called for thirty-first Durban. Rely upon von
creating stroag influential pubhe opinion so that
Indian Government may be roused 1nto determmed
action protect us. Affront 1o Indian nation mast be
met with dignified protests from India  The insult
is gratuitous and we resent same 1n most strenuous
and emphatic manner We unplore you press Indian
Government make immediate pubhic expression oi

its attitude as supmeness mav he misunderstood by
all concerned.—AMOD Bavir, President Natal Tn-
dian Congress,
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New HEALTH SOCIETY

‘With the object of making the workeis ot Kngland
healthier and happier, a new bodv, the New Health
Society, has been registered as a Company limited
by guarantee, with many eonunent medical and pab-
Iic men as subscribers, the Karl of Oxford and
Asquith beinz one of them  Sir W Arbuthnt Lane,
the famouas sargeon, who 18 the tounder of the
Society states thal it has three objects (1) to teach
the public through County Councils how to keep
themselves healthy, (2) to see that the righi kinds
of foodstuffs are avarlabic to the public and (3) io
teach thie pnblic how 1o obtam and preserve giecn
food and vegetabler The Socetywill also endeavour
to got the prople back to the land and teach them
how to get the best oatl of the land by miking them
happier  healthier and inore 1atelhieent workers,
The Somety auns to make the factory worker more
cificient, too, by teachmg him how to piotect his
health The Societv 1s resnscitating some of the
good work wheeh the ey Mad Lid m uruing
people to eat wholemeal brcad  The Society may
exert a tremen-dons influence, o1, several prominent
people, melnding Cabinet Miuisters are 1nterested
1 the scheme

How War Has CHanceD Taivgs
Some years 220, -t would have been 1nconceivable
that an Indian Prince would 1mn m simging the
chorus of an Enchish popular son z, saeh an act, the
mere thought of 1t would have sliggered s people.
But, since the war, @il things s> possible

On the 23th Tuly  the Maharajrh of Jodhpur,
gave a party to s Household at his Wunbledon
residence  The Maharvagah and his brother sat with
then gnests—the inelud»d G-oneral Vauchit and s
wife, Captamn and Mis Freeman Thom3s, and some
notable Anglo-Tndians Behind them were the
officers ol the HHongehold, and the rest ot the secats
wete occupred by the two huwdred nembers ot Hig
HHighness s relinue, metnling the Poly atten 'anis
all in Indian dress Whan Wikio anl Willke with
thewr marionettes gang " A ¥ly Flew Dast Fat Flo,”
the Maharajah and his Enghsh speaking guests
joined 1n the tongue-twisting choras

JOHY SARGENT 8 PAINVINGS

John Sargent, the pamter whe diel teccutly, lelt
many puatings, somm were hittle more than skorches,
olhers, copres of s crpiices by othor punters, and
most of them s fimshol work  These were put
ap to pnblic auetion 4t Charsty’s duning mul week,
anxd realised m all the enormons gam of over
188,000

DEMpPsEY AMND THE Bovisyu CoMMISSION

An exchange telegeram fron Amoaeicy gives the
very mterasting news thit the New York Boixing
Commuisgsion has annoanced thit vk D:mpsey the
heavyweight boxins chivmpion of th: world nis
been given tune tul Taesdy next to mike known
his attitude regarding the chillenge of Harry Wills
the Negro boxer It Dampsey does not auswor, the
Commussion  threatens to take dristic  action
Deampsey cannot hope to chinz to the championship
title, by avoiding to meot his rivale  The daeision
ot the Boxiay Crmmuission 13 mnterestin 2, b>ewse the
colour of a 1ival appwently does nol weigh with
them. Dempsey nor ans other Earopan can claim
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to the championship of the world and yet refuse (o
fight others on the ground ol colour. Ii{ they do
refuse, 1t woald be a tarce to call themselves world-
champions,

ENGLAND A LAND 0P SURPRIZEY

England s a lan'l of surprigas, it gives birth to
many things, good, bad, and mdifferent, some sur-
vive, some dis, and time will {ell whether the
National Fasciati, which has just seen diylhight will
survave or die  This 1s an oftshoot of the British
Fagests, though now ndependent of 1t The
National Fascisti clanin that they want deeds not
words The members of 1t appear to be sworn to
tear down the red fluy wherever and whenever they
gee it and that they aie under an oath to further
Fascisoy, without considerations to thenr hfe, person,
or  self-interest.  Thev wear black shirts,  Last
Sanday they marched op to a Commmnmst mecting
m Hyde Park, and pulled down the Red TFlag,
whaeh resulted 1n a malse, members ol both parties
being humit  The police then eseorted the black
ghirts to their headduaters 1in Edgware Road.  The
men are under physical traming, and the gil
Fasecists train m first axd to help thewr men, after
thewr scraps.  Bat it 18 most nnhikely of course that

the Government will allow any lawless body to
thrive
THR COAL DISPUTE
The coal dispure still hanes fire The Prime

Minister has been mnterviewing both parfies to bring
about somne understanding hetween the mmers and
the mine owners, bt up to the momont of writing,
no progres: has been made  An<d to-morrow 13 the
last day on which the notice expues, and unless
something miraculoas happens betore then, England
will be faced with a greit induastrial upheaval
GERMAN SPORTSMEN TAKING PART IN BRITINH
SPORTS

Since the war German sportsmen will, for the
first time take part in British Sports Tnal, for the
bann placed npon Germany has now been removed.
No fewer than twenty-four Gerwan viders have
entered tor the International Six Davs Motor
Cy ehing trial which, by virtue of the British win
Beleium last year, 18 to be held 1 this country,
starting fmm Southampton on the 17th August.
Competitors will be grouped m two classes. There
will be a trophv for the hest team of three riders
monnted on machies in thewr own coantry, and a
slver vase for the best team of three riders mounted
on any make of nuotor cyele  The chief intercst
ammoug German motor cychsts will rest 1 the tor-
tunes of the teams riding German motor cycles
These will be accompanied bv press photographers
and publicity agents. Entries have also been re-
corved [ront Australia, Norwav, Holland, and Bel-
gmm

Misy SANDERS

The writer had the pleasure of meeting Miss
Sanders, one of the pioneer workers m the uphft of
the Indian community 1n Natal  She will be well
known, tor, among other things the orphanage for
beys and girls that she foanded, and which wes
known as St Aidan’s Orphanage. Though well on
in years, until her arrival 1n England, she was en-
gaged 1n work among the Natives, parficnlarly in
Native Clhald Wclfare in Inhambane.  She 18 speak-
ing at different centres 1 Englund on her work. for
the protection and improvement of child life among

the backward races of Afrmes. Bhe hopss however,
snffl b Bay asain n vigs i the Holy 1 and
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INDIA IN THE IMPERJAL PARLIAMENT
INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICES 1

Lord Sydenham on the 29th July asked the
Secretary of State for India whether measures were
m contemplation adequately to fulfil the medical
requirements of the Indian Army, Bntish residents,
official and non-official, and the civil hospitals, and
to secure the progress of medical science m all its
branches throughout India. He said the Indian
Medical Service, which had done so much for India,
was crumbling away. It had been necessary to send
out medical officers on short contract, a system which
was totally nnsuitable to the requirements of India.
This makeshatt system could not possibly answer.
Under the Government of India Act of 1919 the
ILM 8 was made a transferred service. TUnless that
service wus testored the resnlt would be disastrous
to the health of the people of India

The Earl of Birkenhead, Secretary of State for
India, said the Indhan Medical Service and its
orgamisation had always been a matter of extreme
difficulty. It was at the same timme a military and a
civil service and the interests of the two branches
had not always been the same. The 1919 reforms
had introduced further complications, and it must
be made qmte clear what were the obhgations which
were laid on the Government by the Government
of India Act, and the statutory rules made under it
Generally speaking the civil medical administration
in Incdha included hospitals and public health, and
the provision for medical education, and these were
all transferred sulyecls, the responsibility for which
rested with the provincial governments, and the
Secretary of State had divested himsclf ol the
powers 1n regard to them which he formerly exer-
cised., The Secretary of State would no longer
undertake to recruif officers for the provincial civil
medical admimistration in India, or in particular for
the civil hospitals as such, nor could he assume res-
ponsibtity for the medical care of British non-
official residents in India. He had received recom-
mendations from the Government of India on these
matters and their consideration was well advaneced
m his Department, but he was not yet in a position
to indicate his final decision. He could, however,
gay that the Indian Medical Service would be re-
tamned Tt wonld be essentially a mulitary serviece,
but officers would be lent to the avil admimastration.
It was of the first impoitance whether a gervice ou
these hnes would attract recruits of the rght class.
He thought that the research and professional
appontments which had always been one of the
attractions of the Indian Medical Service would help
in this respect. He was hopeful that a solation
would be found on these lines which would appeal
to the medical profession in Great Britain.

NO EAST NOR WEST
[ BY SwaMI PARAMANANDA ]
When thou journeyest westward thou caunst leave
East behind ;
Not canst thou part trom North when thy feet are
¢ turned to the South.
The ray of the sun toucheth all quarvters
And bestoweth on all its living, warming balm.
The light of the soul knowetk no boundary hes
Tt hath no East nor West, North nor South.
Yea, the light of the soul shineth everywhere,
Save whern we keep our doorg shut—

Alag, when wa eep anr doov shitt |
Dk Mpigge »F the
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-COURAGE
[ By AMBErR Mavo ]

He lived in a little Bengal village, this boy I am
going- to tell you about and who was destined to become
such a power in the land of his birth through courage
and determination.

His Southern home was very dear to him with its
coral painted thatched cottages, its forests which
gheltered rare song birds, its mountamns and rivers and
httle cascades, They were his birthright, handed down
through the ages to him and all true sons of India. 1lad
he not been go very clear-sighted and level-headed he
might have been a poet. As it was his head was too
concernéd with the welfare of his country and his race to
let day dreams which always eminate from the heart, take
precedence oXer down right hard facts which had to be
faced and fought out to the bitter end.

India had his heart, and so his head should be used to
the very best with which the Gods had blessed him for
his country’s welfare, He was wont to cry out im-
patiently, when taxed with stubbornness.

“How can you say you love a thing and yet yom
neglect it and seek not its good. Such affection is worth-
lass.” You say weare a patriotic race, 7 say we cannot
be. Does patriotism mean casting aside our obligations
to our own, allowing the usurper the privileges we
should glory 1n perpetrating ourselves, Is it patriotism
to offer big money to foreigners to represent us, because
we are 8o indolent, or lack the courage of our just con-
victious.”

Of course, he was very young when he spoke thus,
and angur would shine from his fine dark eyes, and scorn
made the eorners of his firm mouth droop unpleasantly.

His father—a hard-headed businessman, with a large
foreign connection, never troubled himself beyond his
bank sheets—all else could go to rot. “Every-day con-
tentment” was his motto after business hours. Not an
hour’s sleep did he miss on accouut of his country’s
credit or future. His father had been the same. “Why
worry, we can pay sorhe one to worry for us” had been
his ery. But there he proved himself wroog. His
grandson recogniged the error and deplored this state
had come to pass.

¢ No one can worry over ones own like oneself™ re-
plied the boy to his father one day. These people pro-
mise because your money looks good to them. Their
flattery 18 2 poor asset, They would promise you the
Rulerships of the whole Solar System, knowing full well
bow empty and impossible such promuses are. 7 believe
in deeds, proof, father, not mere words. The man who
promised me something, would bave to fulfil or get out.”

This boy had now reached manhood and naturally,
his father wished him to enter the firm.

“WhenI ¢ cross the great divide’ my son” he said
one day * the business will be yours, so I want you to
enter the Counting House first. From the banking de-
partment you will go into the buying and foreign trade
but of course that will take time.”

¢ T shonld like to please you father very much, and I
will do my utmost to do go, but my heart 18 not 1n it. ”

He had been denied nothing, study and affection,
sports and pleasure, of which he had had his share. A
little pang shot through him. Conscience told him to
hold firm but he had a deep affection for his parent and
hated to displease him.

Let the “ just for to-day ” policy was wrong of that
he was certain. He believed in fo-day, fo-morrow and
for ever. Only the weak cry ont “ just for to-day ™ and
sit down and wait and grow leau in so doing. Each unit
of us, each alloted life has i1ts work to do, else why the
privilege of life, of human affection, of God-fearing
which is denied to animals and sonlless things. Should we
not have been created just a stone, a stick, an inanimate
thing, had not a purpoese heralded our birth. Iafe meant
so much to this boy, 1t was fruth and love and possi-
bilities, 1t was worlhiwhile.

The fathe}\the‘ man of commerce, looked at life

through different eyes, Selfish eyes they were but be did
not realise it. The father was annoyed and trcubled at
his son’s words.

“ And why pray is your heart estranged from honour-
able business my son ?” he asked.

* Forgive me father, but please believe every word I
say "—he panted and then,—

“ My English tutor taught me to write in my copy-
book, over and over again the wors “Live and let Live,”
and said “that was the spint which made England's
standard so honoured the world over ™ I believed him
then, but since, I have proved them to be mere bloff
words of conciliation and deceit. We in India aand the
East Let lave at the cost of all we shonld hold dear, We
are losing honour, the right of race, caste; we shall be
a people without a country, scattered. Our land will be
swarmed over by foreizn auts, picked bare and dry, just
on account of people like you, father, who ery out
“ Sufficient unto the day 1s the evil ” and you then sit
down and smoke your pipe and dream and forget the
crying need of us, The re4/ ¢s at onr door. * We fast
on fast days and feast on feast days aund rejoice—over
what ?

The good (Gtod Siva gave us a rich and beautiful in-
béritance and yet we make slight effort to cherish it.
“We let it go to highwaymen and things. Our people
in South Africa are classed with vileness, are almost
denied the right to live  We are paying dearly now for
what your money paid for the plausable tongue of deceit
for instability and dishonour.

The ¢ Golden Calf * 1s the only God of such, they take
your gold and give us what ? Indifference with sublime
effrontry and patronage. ”

‘If 1 offend you, father, then blame my Boglish
teachers who held the standard of ‘Live and let Live'
8o high to us, knowing full well the words had no mean-
ing but to conciliate ns. We have shirkers and rotters
here, as has every civiliced comntry. We have a great
majority of poor and uneducated. I want Lo help them,
father. I don’t want them to countinue the cry of
¢ just for to-day and let the dewil take to morrow.' 1
want them to realise a bright and beautiful to-morrow,

This rich merchant, contented with his day, had no
1dea he had begat a son so 1ptense, so earnest, such a
reasoner. Goodbye to his dreams of a commercinl life,
for the boy, They had flown before this outburst was
half over for he realised he had a son to be proud of. A
gon whose memory should be treasured in Indian bistory,
one who wonld ‘go far ' and when his hfe’s work was
ended, his God would welcome him with the words :
¢ Well done thou good and fasthful one who fought the
good fight, who helped the weak and troubled. ”

There are many such boys in India as the one I have
told you of with courage, fearless and ability. Let us
give them a helping hand, let us prove we are not
rotters when we cry “ Live and let Live.”

17th Aug. 1925. Jobannesburg.

M. K. GANDHI LIBRARY AND PARSEE
RUSTOMJEE HALL

The celebration of the fourth anniversary
of the opening of the M. K. Gandhi Library
and Parsee Rustomjee Hall and the Third
Anvual General Meeting will take place on
Wednesday, 9th September, 1925 at 7 p. m. in
the Pdrsee Rustomjee Hall, 140 Qiieen Street;-
Dutban.

A cordial invitation is extended to all.

O. H. A. JHAVERI,
Chairman.
B. M. PATEL,
Hon. Secretary.

M. K. G. Library and P. R. Hall Executive Committee.



