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'NOTES AND NEWS

O all thoae who have tiken interest in the

Khilafat mdvenent 4n. dndia the-names-of

Ali Brothers and their mother Bi- Amman
have become quite familiur, The sad news, theie-
fore, of the death of Bi-Amman which appears in
the papers received by the last Indian mail will be
. received with the deepest regret. The All Brothers are
known as the two lions but it wasa lioness that
kave birth to these lions. Bi-Amman was a sterl-
. ing c¢xample of ancient womanhood of India.
Notwithstanding her old age she took a very active
part in the cause of Khilafat and Swaraj and work-
ed ceaselesaly for-the Hindu Moslem Unity. May
her sonl rest in peace and may Ali Brothers have
the strengilh and courage to continue with redoubled
zeal the work carried on by their mother.

e - ~

The following is & tribute puid to the late Bi-

Amman by Mahatma -Gandhi in Young India dated

Nov,, 20 :—

It is dificult to think of Bi-Amman as dead.
Who does not know the stately figure of Bi-Amman
or her voice at public gathering? Thongh old in
vears, she possessed the ernergy of vouth. She
truvelled ceaselessly in the canse of the Khilafat and
Swaraj. A stannch folower if Islamn, she réalised
that the cause of Islam, in so far as it depended on
human effort, depended upon the freedom of India.
She realised with equal conviction that freedom of
India was impossible without Hind-Muslim unity
and khaddar. She therefore ceaselessly preached
unity which had become an article of faith with her,
She -had discarded all her foreign or mill made
clothing and taken to khaddar, Maulana Mahomed

Ali tells me she had enjoined upon him that on her

denth she should have nothing but khaddar, When-
ever I had the privilage of going to her bedside her
inquiry was about Swaraj and Unity. The ingniry
was invarisbly followed by the prayer that. God
might grant wisdom to Hindus and Masalinans to
understand the necessity of unity and that He may
in lis merey let her live to see Swaraj establishied.
The best way in which we ean treasure the memory
of this brave and noble soul is to imitate her in her
' zeal for the cominon cauge. Hinduism without
nnity and- Swaraj is as mmch in peril as Islam.

Would that Hindus and Masalmans had the com-
- monsense of Bi-Amman to appreciate this elementary -

fact. God grant her soul Peaco and the Ali Brothers
strength to continue the mission bequeathed to

¥

s —e »

At a meeting held in tommittee. the Town Coun-
cil discussed its recent resolution which had the
effect of removing the Aower-sellers from Gardiner
Street. It has been unhmm@kgtw'lhe Council that
this bas had a somewhsd* disastrous effect on the
sales of Em-npennxgrowem The Council-in-Com-
mittee .decpdt to refor the question to the Chief
Constuble, who will be empowered to use his dig-
eretion in making ammgements for stands until the
Marketmaster returns. It is understood, however,

{. thought of God and the sabljs

: ,/‘v - i . T ‘__ -_\

The fact to be noted here is that the consider-

-ation authoriged to be paid to the flower-gellers is

not™ia recognition of the inconvemience or Joss
guffered by the flower-sellers but in views of the-
“European” flower-growers having to suffer lose,
by their flowers being not sold. The interests of
Europeans are at stake and they must be protected.
Those of others do not count ! S

An Indian named Appasammy was fined £2 by
Mr, H. B. Wallace in the Borough Court for allow- .
ing larvae of flies to accumulahe on his prexmses, the
* Favourite Lanundry. "

Moonsamy, of 145, Umbilo Road recewed g

“sentence of £1 for contravening the Pablic Heal

by-laws. Tt was stated that accused used a sewerage
lavatory which was out of repair and ;ealging_l_)a_dly..

'Bémbév, Dec. 19 (Reuter).—The Prince and
Princess Arthur of Connaught arrived here to-day;
and were welcomed by the Govemor of Bombay.

: . CHRISTMAS AND THE NEW YEAR - -\‘
UST yesterday Christians all over the world . in.
common Wwith the Christians in this dark
sub-conlinent , celebrated the birth-day . of
Clirist, tlie Saviour of the world according to the .
Christian- f_mth The significance of this great festi-
vity is lost if the members of the Christian com--
munity, be they-white o black, yellow or “brown,,

- literate or illiteraté, rich or poor, do not look at it

with the eyes of their faith, understand it and. keep.

" it. - Have they pondered—do they - ever -ponder, .

over what the true meaning of that festlvity is and
what the central figure of tiat festivity ‘desired to
convey to humanity at large. 'To our mind there

_are three things that stand ont pre-eminently in™

this great mystéry of the incarnation: The a.ll-un-“‘
portant, lessuns that God-made-mau wished: ta teach
mankind in order that they might profit™ by them-
and regnlate their lives accordingly, are; humility, -
poverty and charity=—bumility b'f‘- condescending -
to take’the form of man and be born of a vu-gm,
poverty by choosing to be-born i m a man,ger m “the
stable of Bethlehem- in- swaddling clothes, a;nd
chanty by mnmfeshng His love for men;. partalnng"
the natwré of man to0 redeem him from -his. sim,
These. lessons He gave to the human _race—and
particalarly His followers so that they m:ght. emu- .
late His example. But, alas ¥ to the great Thajority

of them the festivity is only. a “day of- jollification,
picnicing and in the inidst o‘fig\' that revelry the

essons He teaches.
by His nativity are clean fofgotten. He £ays to them,
“ This” is My commandment, “that you love one

another as I have loved you. ” Love thy neighboar -

that no stands will be alluted in (mtdm(:t &u‘cet._ - -’98 thyself.— ﬁh*;j_onlrﬁ;ﬁoﬂowers observe one
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millionth part of His noble commandment the world
wounld be all the richer and purer for it and there
would be more peace and amity,  more concoril and
happiness, more Ulrotherliness and unity ; there
wonld be no class war, race wuar or colour war,
there wounld be ng white superiority dominating
over the subject 1aces,
white Christian rulers and citizens it is not even
now too late 10 amend.- Be humnble as He wis
hamble. for He savs: “ Blessed are fhey that are
meek and humble for theirs’ is the Kingdom of
Heaven. "

'Our morning contemporary in dealing with the
Boroughs Ordinance last week said that we were
# people ** unassimilable ” for- we in dress; in re-
ligion, in customs, remain in the mass apart from
the white populatioh of Natal, and therefore we
should not share in their politieal and social insti-
tations, In any case” it says “ it wonld not be to the
advantage of either party in the long run to attempt
to assimilate the unassimilables.” On the contrary,
we say, " Be fjir, be, just, follow the example of
Him whose birthday you just celebrated, Ask
His grace and guidance in your treatment of the
people of a different colour to yomrs. 'Phrongh your
government and throngh your press try to raise
them and do not for His sake drag them down. The
other day our afternoon contemporary in * getting to
grips with the Asiatic question’ said, “if the higher
cannot lift the lower, the lower will inevitably drag
down the higher,” Do not let this happen. Do
your plain Christiun duty. * Seek ye first the king-
dorn of heaven and everything else shall be added
unto you ” says the same Christ. In wishing the
compliments of the season to owr Christian rmlers
here and elsewhere and to our Christian white
fellow-subjects, not forgetting omr. own Chbristjian
brothers, we pray Alnighty Ged may in His mfinite
merey pour down upon them His choiceat blesaings
and give them a happy and prosperous New Year.

THE BOROUGHS ORDINANCE .
CoMMEBEXNTS BY LocarL ENcLISH PREsS
The Nalal Mercury wryites :— ~

. The annoancement that the Government—for-
wmally “the Governor-General-in-Council—has assent-
ed to the Natal Boroughs Ordinance, 124, will no
“doubt occassion some heart-burning ammong Asiatics
in the Province, It will be well for them to face
the position frankly and fair-mindedly. The Ordi-
nance i8 another step in the process of what may be
called political segregation. It is the logieal develop-
ment of a policy with which Indians in this country
should be already familiar and in the earlier mani-
festations of which they - have acquiesced not,
perhaps, willingly but under pressure of the logi.c
of facts. The first step taken in pursuance of this
policy was the restriction of immigmtion to races
more or less assimiluble to the dominant Xuropean
races in this country, The second step wus the res-
triction of the Parlinmentary franchise to those whao
share the political traditions and ideas which are
common to the British and Duteh in Sowth Africa,
The cracial clange in the Boroughs Ordinance assmi-
lntes the municipal franchise to the Parlinmentary.
which is surely a logical proceeding. It is important
to remember that there has nol been at any slage
discrimination against the Indians aa such, Donbt-

We therefore say to our:

less there s 2 goml deal of mnthinking  outer
against Indians as such on varioua more or alere
tenable gromnds.  Donbtless  alan the Provinuei:.
legislnture and the Tuion Government were bot!
perfectly welt swate that tha limitations impu:;,»--
wonlkl chietly nffect Indiuna hocanse they form th
only considerable group in the popul'ntinn, apiar
from the Nutiver, which is considered " unusgini
. lqb]e:" ] But public opinion wonlt not tolerate anw
discrimination ayminst Indians which divn nat appl'\.
also to the Asiatic nations outside the Hritish Em-
pire, at least one of which has a higher generaii
average of edacation and advancemnent than previil-
amougt the teeming and heterogeneous millions i
India, Neither is any direrimination made om
gronnds of relative “superiority” and “inferiority.”™
. On the contrary a pood denl of the looes telk of the
Anti-Asintic agitators shout Asiatie encroachment
on white spheres of employment means when loui-
cally analysed that they consider the Asiatic
superior in earning capacity to the white man even
if they think him inferior in his sponding tastes
As a matter of fact evervone who has considered
the question with complete iinpactinlity most recog-
nise that the cheap labour of the Asintie ia an assot
to the white community.  Yet (tisorimination there
is, and it would be mere camoutinge to pretend that
it is not in effect and, in o modited sense, in
intention, diserimination agminst the Indian.

How then is it to be junstified ¥ The wnswer is
biological rather than economic or even historical.
Behind all the loose and often irrutional talk of
economic compatition. hehind all the ebullitions of
superficial race-prejudice, there i a nationn! instinet,
comparatively recently awnkened in thix country,
but profoundly right. It ix the same instinet which
prommpted the Aryan conquerors of Indin many cen-
turies ngo to endeavour to keep their race pure by
the eluborate “caste” svateir of segresution, It is
the same instinet which makes the Bantu despise
the. child of & Bantu womusn by & father of the
“superior’’ while race becanse it “belongs to no
kraal,” 1t is the same instinct which has inupired
the United States to diseriminate in-its imnigration
legislation not mervely agninst Agiatics, but in a
lesser degree agninst Hastern smd Southern Buro-
peans, [t tenches that the human mee i not one
preat funily but several, and that there are boun-
dary lines in the relations of the members of dif-
ferent famibies which canuot be uversteppad with-
ont detriment to bhoth. The Amoricans hxve dis-
covarad thit even cortain white peopjes feom  Bast-
ern and South-Eastern Kurope are not “assimilable”;
after several generations they remain a foreign
_element in a population drawn originally from
_Western Europe and conserving the common tradi-
tiona of Eongland, Frapce, Germany, Holland, wd

_Scandinavia, So we in Natsl hold the Indians to
" be unassimilable. In dress, in religion, in customs,
. they remain in the muss apart from the white popu-
' lation of Natal. Aany of them, we, know, were
born in this country, and in somo casvs their fathers
befors them—incidentally that only emphasises the

F evidence of their unassimilubility—and the white

community us a whole, despite the vapourings of a
few hot-heads, recogniscs thnt they cannot be ex-
truded from the country. It is ready to accord them
equality in the elementary human rights of wecurity
for life und property, the rights of conscicnes, and
the ritht to justice in the Courts; but it is not
willing that they should share in its political and
social institutiona. It is quite willing that thoy should
develop their own political a8 well as social institu-
tions—the Clasa Areas Bill made speoific provision
to that end—but it doen not believe that it would bo
to the advintage of either party in the long run to

attempt to ansimilate nnassimitnhlos, G'tl'n;.u'up|1il':l]
" egregatiom may or may not be impracticable; but,
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politiml and social segregation is, we be_ligve, neces—
ary for the happiness of both comrounities.

—rvrn

GETTING TO GRIPS WITH THE
} . QUESTION

'The Natal Adverliser writes as follows nnder the
above heading :— : . .

it is satisfuctory to learn ihat the Indisn cowm-
munity in Natal intend to contest the Natal Borough
Ordinance, and oven carry, if necessury. their ob-
jections as far as the Privy Council. These steps
‘are necesrary if only to decide, once for all, whether.
the white people in the Union are or are not masters
in theirown honge. We have little fear of the resnlt,
Hven should it hapgen=—%whieh is highly improliahle -
~—that the action of the Union Government in assent-
ing to the Ordinance was wlira vires, the sitnation’
would be only temporarily eased so far as the Asiatic
was concerned. The Union would have to secure
such alteration to its constitation as would empower
it to do the things it pnrposes doing in the measure .
under dispate : and in the pursuit of those added
powaery far graver regolts might ensae than are likely .
te How directly from tha Ordinance itself. The
Indians talk of sending deputations to Europe and
to India. Again, it is well that they should. The
sooner this vexed question is sectiled as to how far
the Imperinl aspect and how far the Union's local
aspect of the Asiatic problem are to predominate
the better for everyone concerned. It is in the.
atiosphere of donbt and uncertainty that mischief
iy bred and trouble assumes its chief proportions.

Two ESSENTIAL FACTS -

T'wo things seem to us should be said anew at
this stage. 'The one is that the ‘Ordinance disfran-
chises no one. [t takes away no municipal vote
that is to-day enjoyed by the Asiatic. Thatit intends
heficeforth to restrict the municipal franchise to
those enjoging the Parliamentary' one is equivalent
to saying that wher the Union Parliament sees fit
to put Asiatics on the Parliamentary roll the Pro-
vince will put them on the municipal roll. This is
u fair enough proposition., The Union Government
has hitherto shown little enongh sympathy . with
Natal in this matter of our Asiatic population. We
are compelled to keep the Indians - within our
Provineial Lordérs, They are sogremated, so far as
the Provinces are concerned, iin one part of the
conntry : and our burden in carrying them is heavy
cuotgh without making it worse by giving fran-
chiise rights in this Provinee that {he Tnion Goveri-
ment nover Jdreams of extending to matters Parlia-
mentary. The welkin will ring shortly with Asiatic
protests that political birthrights have heen torn
awuy from unresisting fellow-sabjects of the Crown.
But, as we g1y, no one’s vote has been or is being
taken away, That no more will be granted unless
the applicant has -a Parliamentary franchise is a
different matter, That is nnt a guestion of rights
once condtded heing withdrawn. It is rather a
question of not allowing 4 privilege once conceded
{0 become one in perpetuity unless and until those
enjoying it show some reciprocal fitness to enjoy it. |

WHITE MENX OR WHITE STANDARDS ? |

Which brings ns to the second point that needs
to be in perpetual remembrance.. We do not sab-
scribe to the narrow race doctrine of a purely white
frunvchise in this country. ‘This we have said time
aml sgain. But we do maintain that the -only
franchise granted in South Africa should be given
to people conforming to whsfe slandards of civilisation.
This is 3 far different thing from the former. It
does not preclode the non-Enropean bringing bim-
s.glong, the road of civilisation
paefit jhie government of the country ;
) it way be long before any men other
«then Ewropeana reach this standard, it uevertheless

ASIATIC

must be there for their attainment. The gravamen
of the case against the Indian is that, intelligent
and capable as he is, he has withstood for seve:x_ty
years the fvitation to adopi-the code on v:rhxch
civilisation in this country rests. He has insisted
on following Eastern rather than Western ways.
His power and . wealth have been mainly derived
from his exploitation of Asiatic standards of work,
wages and living ; and he has confidently claimed
to live amongst_us but not be of us—that is to sy,
he has rejected every appeal to adopt our economiec
standards while ealmly demanding equal political
power with those who are pursuing a far harder
course and laying penalising inhabitions on them-
_gelves at every tarn in the economic conflict. The -
Asiatio bas been given more than a fair deal in
Natal. His wealth and inflnence to-day, eqaally
with his numbers, prove it up to the hilt.. Buf bhe .
kas made no attempt to earn Western confidence
by any adoption of Western standards of%iving and
industry. He has demonstrated to the nitermost
his non-assimilability ; and he must have known
‘the day would come when the Européans in Natal
would realise it was either their own or the Asiatic
civilisation that had to prevail. . They cannot both
prevail side by side. . We doubt if for- ever they
can even exist side by side. If the higher canpot
1ift the lower, the lower will inevitably drag down?
the higher. And this latter is more imminent year
by vear. . . :

: _ Nor Berore TiMeg - - - <
Meantime we look for a sSpeedy repércussion of -
this legislation in Durban. At long lust the fown
.peems likely to be-freed of the iron grip-of an
"Asiatic municipal franchise. No longer will it be .
necessary for various spineless Conncillors to saeri-
fice the European well-being because of an ‘in-
creasing Asiatic vote on the municipal roll. It will -

. now be possible to get a point of -view acrosa which

the menacing brown, shadow -does not- fall =with
ominous significance, . and there will blaze up a
renewed hope that, after all; the Duarban built np -
by our European forefathers is destined for some- .
thing greater than an Asiatic inheritance hereafter.
If this Asiatic electoral peril had been toyed about
with much loniger, the civic initiative might easily
-have passed from the European for good and all
For the prosperous Asiatic has many allies in this
-town who are neither of his race nor his colour, and
they are not least in intrigue, - wire-pulling and
the gentle art of “ working the oracle” when it id
desired that cerlain afiairy shall come to pass. -

rer—
- -

~ MR. H. H. ' KEMP - -~ ~.
Mr. H. H. Kemp, the anti-Asiatic member of the
Darban Town Council, has addressed the following -
letter to the Nalal Adverfiser -— = =~ =~
Sir,~—I am informed officially that the “Governor--.
General-in Conucil has now given its assent to the -
Natal Municipal Ordinance. T
As T urged upon the Town Conncil and the Gov-
ernment,in September last, und to the Minister -of -
the ‘Tuterior later at a personal interview, the: Gov-
ernor-General-in-council had no option in the matter.
The assent is quite in accord with the Canadian,
Anstralian and New Zealand precedents. ‘There -the
view i8 now fully accepted that each Prdvincial Le-
gislatare,.within the sphere of itsauthority of Juris-
.diction, shall be supreme and amenable only to its
own constitutional judges—the electors of the Pro--
vinces. And in this connectior may I refer to0 a re-
port to the Canadian Minister of Justice, against the .
suggested disallowance of the Ontario Commission
Aq?eudment Act, of 1909, viz, — - T
In the opinion of the andersigned, a' suggestion:
of the abuse_ of power, even 50 ag to amount to practi-
eal confiscation of property, or that the exeiciee of &
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power has been unwise or indiscrect, should appeal
to your Excellency’s Government with no more

effect than it does to the ordinary tribupals, and |

the remedy in sach case is,-in the words of Lord
Herschell, an appeal to those by whom the Legis-
lature is elected.” :

And as I pointed out to the Government, provided
the ineasure was #ifravires the Provincial Council,
it shounld receive assent.
make the Provincisl Council of Natal merely a tool
to register the views of the Union- Government of
the day—a position which no self-respecting Council
‘should ever accept. )

Now that after some 10 years of battling ¥ have
got my way with regard to the Asiatic Franchise in
Natal municipal elections, I am on the war path
again. to give effecf to the declaration of the lute
Colonial Secretary (Mr. J. H. Thomas) with regard
to the Aaiatics‘in the Union, viz.: that the Indian
question was “so wrapped np and part of the Im-
perial problem thet the advice and co-operation in
ita solution both of the Imperisl Parliament and the
representatives of India essential.” -

* To the Natal Europeans may I ask one - queetioxi:

will you really help me in this mission or shalll be

. compelled to fight a lone hand for what you really
. want—the tota] repatriation of all Asiatics from the
Union? If the Europeans of Natal think it will
¢ come about, like the gentle dew from heaven, they
make a big mistake. . It is only by solid work that

achievement will come about. I am working just now -

in this direction practically on my own. But let me

-ask my, fellow South Africans to think for one mo- §
- ment.. - Shall it £all to the lot of their children here

after 1o have to ask themselves the question: how
_ can the question be solved except by repatriation?
" There is no solution except complete repatriation.
“Be just before you are generous, be just to all, even

to your own.” -. - .
‘ L * H. H. KEMP.

- - THE CONGRESS AT WORK
“The Natal Indian Congress, we understand, has
decided to contest the legality of the Boroughs
Ordinance; even to the extent of taking it to the
Privy Council. Mr. V. 8. C. Pather, the secretary
of the congress, is reported to have told a Meroury
representative that the Congress contends that the
Ordinance is, ulére vires, Section 85 of the South
~ Africa Act, they argue, gives Provincial: Councils
_the. power to create Municipal - institutions, but
does not give them the power to discriminate
between one . class of burgess and -another. This
contention was stressed in the statement made by the
deputation at Pretoria. :

"A meeting of the Natal Indian Congress is being-

held on Sunday to confirm the executive's decision.
Meanwhile, the secretary states, several legal lumi-
naries have been consulted. They have mot had
time to give a considered legal opinion, but have
advised the Congress that they have a good ease. It
" was further stated that several Indian merchants have
come forward with donations towards "the -expenses
of legal action and the promises total £1,000: -~ ~
The attitude of the Indinus represented by the
Congresa was defined by the secretary, who siated
that the Indian community would strenuously oppose
the Ordiuance. ‘‘We -mnst either stay here as re.
spectable citizens or clear out,“he said, “and as we
are ataying here we will fight the Ordinance.”

Jt was gathered that if the steps which have now
been decided upon fail, the Congress proposes to
gend deputations to the Colonial Secretary and to the
Indian Government; . -

- ——wee—

_ —S,een by a teﬁreaentative of the Nutal Adverliser
- Mr. V. 8. C. Pather, is reperted to bave slated very

Any other course is to’

definitely that the matter will be fought o the
uttermaost.
* We shall first firht & test case on the Ordinance
i.n the Sonth African conrts,” said- Mr. Pather.
Ample funds for the purpose will he forthcoming.

. I have already jinterviewed many of onr leading

men._and I may say with confidence that the com-
munity are prepared, if necessary, to carry the
matter to the Privy Council, be the tha cost in time |
and money what it may. ” :
a This, " he added with emphasis, “is a Yife or-
death matter for the Indians of Natal. " '
A meeting of the council of the Naial Indian’
Congress has already been convened for Saturday
next, whereat a date will be fixed for a mam meet-

.ing of all Indians to discuss: the. position i all -

bearings. .

Among Europeans {says the ddveriisar) the general
feeling is one of satisfaction that at last one definite
Dblow has been struck against the Indian menace
and in defence of European supremacy in Sounth

_Africa. .

Conncillor Kemp, who declares himself the

" happiest men in Durban to-day, bas received over n

hundred messages of congratulation by telégraph

- and telephone.

INDIANS AND THE FRANCHISE - °

_ Capetown, Dec. 21,—Renter's Agency is inforued
that at an executive meeting-of the 3, A, Indian Con-
gress, representing Indians of the Natal, Transvual
and the Cape, the following resolulions moved by
the Deputy- President (Dr. A. H, Gool), and'seconded
by the Hon Secretary (Mr. A. Ismanil) were passed:

(1) That we protest against the pnssing of tho
Natal Borough's Ordinance as a mediseval, reaction-
ary and unjust law, promulgited, aguinst an inoffen-
sive, unprotected and powerless people purely on
acconnt of their ruce. It deliberately robs the risiug
and futore generations of Indians born apd bred in.
South Africa of their sacred rights of municipul
franchise and thos leaves them"to the meroy of men
who will not deal justy with them.

(2) That we endorse and support the action of the
Natal Indinn Congress, first to test the legality of
this law in the highest Courts of the Emnire, if for
nothing else but to show how the British pioneers of
Natal have basely betrayed the great traditions of
their motherland home of democracy and free
institntions. ' . .

(8) That if we prove unsaccessful in the Courts of
Justice then us self-respecting men there will be no
other course open to ue but to raise the standard of
passive reistance and we shall then call upon 150,000
members of our orgunisations to prepare themselves
for the struggle. We fully realise the serionsucss of
suoh a messure, but wherens other races in the pust

- under such an Act of disenfranchisement huve re-

gorted to gun and bomb, e shall only be prepared
to bring moral force to bear upon our oppressors.

(4) That these resolutions be forwnrdsd to tbe
Governor-General-in-Council, the Colonial Secretary,
our president, Mry, Sarojini Naidu, Muhatma Gundbhi,
and Mr. C, R. Dass. | ' ]

Signed: A. H. Gool, deputy-president; A, Tnigail,
hon. genenral secretury; S, Cusimally, trensurer. :
B INDIAS PROTEST

Bowhay, Dec. 14(Reuter).—The papers of all views
protest against the 'Natal Boronghs Ordinance, which
the Daily Muil considers will for ever remain ono
of the durkest blots on Sonth Afrin’s vepniation, . im-
moral a8 its attitnde towards Indiuns hus always heen.

The Times of “India describes it us u gratuitous
attack on already existing Indinn rights, and uarges
the Government of India to again protest in order
to secare the repeal of the Ordinance.

The paper hopes that, in so doing, the Government
will receive the bucking of the Coloninl Office. .

The Hombuy Uhronicle declures the luessury 18
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an ontrage o civilised citizenship, past pledges, and
present honony, in a passion of eolour prejndice.

e——— ————————— —————

CONFLICT OF INTERESTS

The following interesting article by Mr. Gandhi
in connection with the recent Bengal Ordinance |
appears in Young India dated Nov. 6:—.

The expected- has come to pass. The English
press had foreshadowed for nug the viceregal bomb.
it is the Hindn new year's gift to Bengal and
throngh Bengal to India. The step need not sur-
prise as nor terrify us. The Rowlatt Act is dead
but the spirit that prompted it is like an evergreen. -
So long as the interest of Englishmen is antagonistic

" to thut of Indiang, so.long’romss there- be-anarchicalk:.
erime or the dread of it and an edition of the Row-
Intt Act in answer. Non-violent non-co-operation
wad the way out, But we had not the patience to
try it long enough. Let us see how the English
interest is antagonistic to the Indian. Lancashire
mills are the greatest drag on India’s economic pro-
gress, It is obviounsly India's interest not to have a
yard of Lancashire or other foreign calico or yarn.
But the Lancashire miil-owners will not readily and
withont a struggle give up the immoral tratfiec. 1
call it immoral because it has ruined India’s
peasantry and brought it to the verge of atarvation.
India supports (for her) a heavily paid English eivil
service. It is obviously to her interest that this
service, no matter how efficient it may be, is replaced-
by an indigenous service, no matter how ineflicient
it may be.” Man cannot breathe with borrowed
langs. India sapplies the training ground for Eng-
lish soldiers and is therefore taxed to the bleeding
point in order to finance a military budget that
absorba more than hsalf her total revenune., It is
amin clearly India's interest that sho should learn to
defend herself even though it may be indifferently
for the time being. For her to be dependent for her
defence extdrnal or internal uponoutsiders, how-"
ever capable or well meaning they may be, is to
lose three quarters of her manliness. =~

For doing tke right thing the English are at an
advantage. For they belong to the governing race.
Those who are not in the civil service—the large
hody of lay Englishmen and Englishwomen—onght
to perceive the disastrous results of the British domi-
nation. The Bo-called Pax Brifannica ig no com-
pensation for the deprivation of liberty and the
ever-growing pauperism., In spite of the elaborate
Viceregal reasoning, I ventare to sabmit that no
case has been made out for the arbitrary measures
adopted by His Excellency. Let violence be
panished by all means. I am no defender of
anarchy. I know that it can do no good to the -
eonntry. Bat it is one thing- to punish. erime
actually aitempted or committed. It is totally an.
other thing % give arbitrary powers to the authority

. to arrest persons without warrant and that too sn
‘mere suspicion. What is “happening now is to
terrorise susbects. Past experience shows that more
innocent people are punished than the guilty, when-
ever the Government has yielded to panic. Every.
one knows that by far the largest number of persons '
punished in thé- Punjab- in“1913 were totally in-
nocent of the ¢crimes imputed to them. Whenever-
a government resorts to arbitrary powers, it really
means that it has no popular opinion behind it -

Deshbandhu Das, by his work in the Bengal
Council, has shown that the Bengal Government hag .
nat the popular opinion behind it. The theory that
he has set up a system of terrorism must be rejected.’
There is no evidence to support the charge, Yon
cannot win populav elections by terroriam nar. ean

- you hold & large party together hy it. There s
smething luherently cominandable Vo the PRopla o

-fully say

'voluhtary suffering.”

the Deshbandhu the uadisputed master of &is

- -

large party in Bengal. The reason is dn the surface.
He wants power for the people. He does not bend_
the knee to the rulers. He is impatient to releqse )
Bengal and India from the triple burden. Let him
ging another tune, let him say he does not want
freedom for the people, and he will Jose his in- .
fluence in spite of the terrorism imputed to him. I
have my differences with the Deshbandhu, but they -
cannot blind me to his burning patriotism or his -
great gacrifice. He loves the country just as much.
as the best of ns.” His right-hand rhen have been .
torn away from him. They are all men of statns.:
They enjoy the confidence of the people. Why
gshould they not have am open, fair and ordinary
trial ? The summary arrest of such men nnder
extraordinary powers is the surest condemation of:

-the existing system of Government. It is wrong, it

is uncivilised for a micfoscopic minority of men to-
live in the midst of millions nunder the protection of
the bayonet, ganpowder and arbitrary powers. It
is no doubt a demonstration of their ability to im-
pose their authority upon & people more numerous
than they, but it is also a demonstration of barbarism -
that lies beneath a thin coating of civilisation. . :
* To the Bengalis who are on their trial, I respect- -
* If you are innocent as I believe most -
of you are, your incarceration can only do- good to
the country and yoarselves, if you will take it in.the
right spirit. We will not win freedom -without -
saffering,” To those who may be real anarchista
and believers in violence I urge : ° Your.love of the

" comutry commsnds my admiration, but you will per-

mit me to say that your love i blind. In my
opinion India's freedom will not be won by violence
but only by the purest suffering without retaliation.
It is the surest and the most expeditious method.
Bat if yon persist m your faith in the method of
violence, I ask you to make a bold confession: of
your faith and dare o suffer even though it be nunto
death. Thereby you will prove your courage and
honesty and save many innocent persons from in-
- . -

THE PROBLEM OF MALAYA -
(Bv Mr. O. F. AvpreEws IN “Youne Inpia”). "

"~ In an article published some time ago, 1 tried to
describe briefly the external conditions of .Malaya,
and spoke of it as a very fertile country-lying mid-.
way between India and Chins, with abundance of
empty spaces.” The voyage from Madras ocenpies
only four days; and with better steamers even this
time might be shortened. Therefore, as an emigra-.
tion problem, Malaya is much more akin to 'Ceylon:
it differs greatly- from Piji- and British . Guiana,
‘where the problem of distence.is paramonnt. . -+ . .

Hindu civilisation flourished in Malaya and- Java

:£or more than a thousand years,” The Malaya in.

both countriey (who are Mussalmans) have always
ftppeared_ to ‘me - to possess -something distinetly.

Hindu' in their character. This is due to the back-
ground among them of Hindu civilisation, which
still abides and influences life deeply; jast as it does
among Mussalmans in: Easi and. North Bengal..
Owing tosthis vital fact, there appears to be no racial.

barrier between the Indian ' immigrants- and - the

Malays, - - S, o
_ The earlier conditions bf Indian labour- fmmigra-
tion into Malaya were bad beyond all deseription..

- At the beginning of the twentieth century:the in-:

denture system was still in force and all its evils
were rampant. ' In addition to this, nearly every
plantation at that time was a hot-bed’ of malarial
fever.- Kuropeans and Indians alike were literally
decimated by malaria, Jndeed, not infrequently,
death retes on the plantations were ag high aa 230
pef thonsand B anuvnh -& very full and wvivid
wocount Wea giveu ine conosrulbk those days by &
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planter himself, who travelled to India with me.
Death was an every-day ocenrrence and men grew
eallovia and indifferent.  Acts of cruelty naturally:
abounded in such an environment. :

Yprovements really hegan from the tiftne that
the indenture system wus given up. That was a
turping point in the history of Indian labour in
Malaya. Remarkable improvements were also made
with regard to malarin prevention, and these had
their wholesome effect. For though the death rates
gtill remained high for some years, the means of
preventing the spread of the disense had been found:
and money Wwas ungrndgmely spent in order to
bring the death-rate down hy scientific methods,

The indenigre system was aholished by the plant-
ers themselves, without any pressare from the In-
dian Government. Great eredit ip due For this: aml
one of the chial workers, in such an imporiant re-
form, was Dr, TI. €. K. Zachariag, who has since
joined the Servante of India Soeiely at Poona, It
was an immense help, during the final struggle
against indlenture, to be ablé to point to the sncerss-
ful experiment of free labour in Malaya. During a
visit whieh I paid to Malava, on my way back from
Fiji, the help I received from Dr. Zacharius in
Malaya was of the very greatest service.

The credit for the practical abolition of malaria
has been chiefly due to Dr.- Malcolm Watson. He
is one of those men of scientific genius, who are
(\orn, in God's providence, from time to timne to
benefit mankind. It is a low estimate to say, that
he has saved more than 100.(KK) lives slready by his
wonderful anti-malaria achievemnents, In the year
1915, it was my great privilege to travel hundreds
of miles with him, watching him ot work and hear-
ing him describe his experiments, with their sue-
cesses and their failares. It -is-not possible to
describe his system further than to state, that he
reliea almont entirely on subsoil drainage, scientiti-
cully applied. Quinine prevention is with him but
n secondaty method. What he has accomplished by
seientific drainage, in redneing the death rate fnd
spleen rate, reads almost’dike a fairy story: but

. fortunately it is altogether true. The heanlth records,
a8 soon 28 malaria itself disappears, hecome nothing
less than amazing. To give one instance, the present
death rate among Thdian labourers, on all estates in
Malaya, is only 13 per thousand per annum. Those
who have atudied the death rates in India will
understand how low that figure is. Yet the medical
authoritiea in Malaya are praciically certain that the
figare will go even lower, when all the neceasary
engineering is carried out.

The initinl cost is very heavy, I went over an
estate owned by a Chinese gentleman, where Tamil
labour was employed. There were ahout 2000 lali-
ounrers on the estate, A sndden ontsbreak of malaria
had ocenvred, owing to defective drainage, The
;ubber indnstry was in a bad condition: yet le
apent 40,008 dollars (nearly 70,000 iupees) in vetting
things right, As soon as he did so, the death rate
went down from 50 per thonsand to # per thousand
per annnnt

As the resnlt; both of the abolition of indentnred
labour anil the greatly improved health consditions,
the labonr immigration from Southern India to
Malaya has become more popular in recent yehrs.
When there has been famine, or flood, or destitution
in India itself, the emigrants huve gone over in
large nnmbers. On this account, the kangani re-
cruiting, which has always led to great abnses, han
sensibly diminished. During the year 1023, out of
28,500 lubourers, who received assisted passages,
7 400 upplied for these passages of their own accord
and did not tequire wiy recruiting, Among these !
ansitted laboutrers, 4,500 hnd alvendy lived in Malaye
and were roturning to Ueir forjuer nogupativus.
Parhaps an ven more sriidng fact s this thet

H LT L tammas M "'.’ :
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1LOOO Tabourera from Southern Ineia paid thes
own prssages drd ciane buek b their own (XN
to workl an their own small settlementa o Xadayio
The Chief Secretary, Sir Genrge Maxwell, has aslo
me to mske it widely known in Indja, that he
specinlly desires to enconrage such forms of lan
colonigation and s prepared to give free grants off
land tor this purpose.
¢ If we compare these fignren with those of four o
five years ago, we serat once what an improvement
ha.s been made.  Where one in four now comes aver-
withont any recruiting, only one in eighbt used t
c¢nme over in 121, 1920, 1918, I am told, on gom
authority, that to-day, if recruiting wore stopped
altogether, it is siill possibie that the lbour needsd
on the plantations would be volnntarily supplied.
This may be an oplimdstie view bl if wiges sl
couditions of comiort on the voyage over wind on the
entutes were inereascd, it would by no meana e an
impossibility in wnather five years' time,  Therefore
my snbstantive proposition to the planters wan that
they should propare to do withont any knmmni re.
erniting nd the ond of the next ive years, I did nof
tind the strong oppaosition to this that T had expectul
1t did not seem to them w be an impracticable thing
at all. N

In all that I have writtén, [ do not wish to imply
thut other things are satisfactory in Malava. Ths
sea-pussage on the imunigrant ships is a Jdisgrace
any country that allows it to continwe, ‘The ney
ritio on the estated in altogother too low, and th
natural evils due to the disproportion of men tr
women ure appurent.  Agmin, there is far too mncet
toddy drinking, The schools provided by the
catntes are, for the most part, miserably inefticient
The kangani system leads inevitably to miserahl
indebtedness among the labourers and the drind
evil increases that misery. There are atill, fron
time to time, cases of unspeakably yross iscondne
on the part of Kuoropenns in anthority. All thew
things are apt to mnke a dark picture, when realises
for the fivet time, Nevertheless, to tHoae who havi
soen the conditions, an 1 have done, ot difleren
timer over a perind of yoars, it is quite evident tha
great improvemoents have been mudo, Furthermort
it appears cortaint that these improvementa will @
in the future, -

Pretoria, Dee. 19 (Reuter).—A notice signed I
the Commisgioner of Police in jazetted, in which, 1
is stated that the police have received ovlers to en
forew strictly the provisions of the Nutive Nigh
Pasdes Ordinnnee of 1922 in respect of Nativ
womep. From aml afler Feb, next all  Natiwv
wamen will be requirved to carry pasacs when ou
between 9 pom. and 4 nan. within the arens ande
the jurisdiction of town eonueils or health hoards,
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