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NOTES AND NEWS

E enll the following from Mr, Gandhi’s notes
in Young India :—"You ore already in a
. mood to flatter the Mahommedans and
it seems as though you think by exonerating thegn
from their high-handedness yon can keep them in
close touch with the Hindug. * You must now learn
to distribute blame among the parties inyolved.
a8 justice requires it, ad this policy of seekmg_to
blame the wenk and meek members of the nation
and fiattering the strong and high-kanded elemen
is by no means a wise pplioy.” . -
This is but an extract from a long homily addres-
"wed to me by a Hindu friend. I know that many
other Hindus think like this friend. The truth
however, i that in an atmosphere surcharged wilh
suspicion and passion my impartiality is bound to be
mistaken for partiality, Those Hindus who refuse
to see anything good in Islam or Mussslmaus are
naturally shocked to find any defence of Islam orits
votarice. I remain unmoved and nnperturbgd.
For I know that some day my Hindu critics will
admit the correctness of my estimate, They will
perhaps admit that there will be no anity .unless:
each party is prepared to understand, appreciate
and make ullowances for the other’s view-point
and evem weakness. This requires a lurge heart
otherwise called charity. Let us do unto others as
we would that they should do untous. N

The members of Torffontein and Forest Hilt
Ratepayers' Association, says the Johannesburg cor-
respondent of the Nalal Mercwry, have bound
themselves not to support Indians, and a resolution
was passed to this effect at a recently held meeting
It was stated that lately there bad been quite an
inflax of Asiatics into the Southern saborbs. | There
was only one way to deal with them, and that was
by refusing to bny their goods. Councillor Steer
said that the banks and the large commercial houses
were at the root of the trouble. The bank gave greater
facilities to Indians and the commercial houses gave
them cheap goods, -

S

This is but another of the many periodical ont;
bursts of the white inhabitants of the Southern
suburbs .of Johanncsburg against the so-called in-

flux of Asiatics. They would have the people not

10 deal with them, the banks not to give facilities to

them and commercial houses not to supply them |
with goods. It would be interesting to kmow what ]

these dictators would have themm do,

Inguiry has been made by Mr. N. V. Desai and

another friend through Mr. Bhawani Dayal, Editor;

Hindi (Jacobe) whether the amount these friends had
collected for Tilak Swaraj Fund had been forwarded
o proper quarters. This wasa sum of £11—7—0
collected by Messis 3p V. Desai and Vincent George
tegpectively vice-president and - Hon.. Secretary,
Darnall Indian Association and forwarded to thia

office and acknowledged in our imue of the 29th -

June 1924 duly tranemitted to proper quarters.

fn\\\ - -

” Mahatma Gandhi has been elected President of
the Reception Commitiee of -the next Indian Na-
tional Congress to be held at Belgaum - (Bombay

Pregidency) in Decémber, says a Reuter's message.

- A Reuter's message from Bombay states :—Gandhi
has issued a statenent unconditionally surrendering
to the Swarajista,. He says there is no more fight
left in him, and he makes various proposals, which
mean that the Swarajists will now be free to organise
opposition from Gandhi., - - e

‘What precisely is meant by the unconditional
sarrender of Mahatms Gandhi- is not discernible
from the above garbled message. - Reuter's agency
in India apparently finds more interest in the petty
quarrels between Hindus and Mahomedans than the
more important matters in connection with the
National Movement, - - . e - .

Some of the exiled monarchs are not faring so -
badly, it is stated. Frederick Augustus has 60 ser- ‘
vants at his castle.of Sybillenort, in Silesia, and the
ex-Kaiser, at Doorn, has 53, not counting 12 work-~
men permanenfly employed on the estate. s

The number of 'unezﬁployed persons in Great -
Britaini is said t0 be now 1,162,000 . . -. . - . -

" THE LATE MR. NAIDOO

THE. death of Mr.- P,: K. Naidoo brings yet -

another terrible gloom. over the Indian com-

-munity in the Transvaal.: His death has been
a8 sad and sudden as was that of the late My Sorab-.
jee Shapurjee whose memory s still fresh in’ our
minds.: Mr Sorabjee came a full blown barrister |
among us and lived withus but a few days when he -
was all of a sudden snatched away by the unseen.
hand of Him-who holds the- destinies of aH ‘living -
beings. Thus did He snatch. away our revered
leader the late Mr. A. M. Cachalia and now- He has ®
snatched away. another 'leading spirit in Mr. P, K. .
Naidoo who was 3 brother and.a friend to' the Jn. -
dian community not -only in- the Transvaal.- but
thronghout the Union. - If will be Jong, very .
long, -before the shock felt by- his sudden death
Will be overcome. If it. can be  midy of ‘anyone
that he has served his King and coun& well, it~
can truly be said of Mr. Naidoo. He. was one of
those who served the King together with mahy'—‘
others of his brethren during the great Boer War, and
doring the Passive Resistance Campaign against the
unjust laws of the Trangvaal -and then the Union
Government, which Iasted from 1908 to 1914, My, -
Naidoo was one of the gallant and fajthful soldiers
under the leadership of Mr. Gandhi and stuck to.
lnsglms to the last. The tortures of geol lifa were-~
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nothing to him for the canse for which he was suf-
fering he considered greater than his life. Anyone
holding a record of terms of imprisonment as he did
would be considered a gaol bird and a hardy crimi-
“nal bat to Mr. Naidoo it was a matter of great pride’
to have such a record as he did for it marked
his services to his countrymen. As- the.hon.
secretary of the Transvaal British Indinn Asso-
. ciation, which office he held for-the last nine
"years, no one could have better served ‘the Associa-
tion than did Mr. Naidoo.
suscitation of the present Natal' Indian Congress is

also due to the late Mr. Naidoo who worked stren-’
nously to bring the matter to ahead. It was Mr.:

P. K. Naidoo's forethought that bronght Mrs. Sarojini
Naida to this conntry from East Africa, for the invi-

" tation had gone to her firsf from the Transvaal British
Indian- Association. When the Class Areas ~Bill

~ was introduced Mr. Naidoo had thoroughly prepared
kimself, in the event of it being passed, for another

" Passive Resistance campaign.. Though Mr. Naidoo
has disappeared for ever in body from our midst his
name will ever remain in our hearts as one who had
nobly served his fellow-conntrymen.
rest in peace and may the Almighty grant courage
"to his sorrowing widow and children to. whom we
extend our deepest sympathy in their overwhelnung
calamity.

- ° B
INDIANS AND SANITATION

N another column we reproduce a report from
H ‘the Nalal Mercury of nine Indians who were
- convicted and fined £1 each for keeping their
premises in an ipsanitary condition. It would appear
from the report that the JIndians concerned had

received a written notice from the Chief Sanitary

Tnspector on June 6 but apparently no attention was

paid to that notice, This of course was, very. wrong .

" on their part and if the circumstances related in the
~ case aré correct then we have nothing to say sgainst
_the penalty imposed upon the guilty persons.
Subsequent to thig case on receiving a call from
Mr. Walker, the Chief Sanitary Inspector, we had an
interview with bim and we. were very pleased to
learn that the department did not wish to be harsh
or caunse nnnecessary troublé to Indians but that
" they had to take action in the interest of the public
when their repeated warnings were ignored. ' 'We
fully appreciate this and solong as the sanitary by-
laws will be enforced equallw upon people of all
races we do not think the department will have
difficulty in obtaing the willing co-operatlon of the
Indian community in their work.
On many an ocession when allegations have been
made generally against Indians of their insanitary

habits we have pointed out in these colamns that

while we strongly object to such false allegations
we do not object to. the strict enforcement of the
manitary laws which are commonly applicable to all.
At the same time, of course, we expect strict ad-
herence to these laws by our brethren.- )

We have had occasion to vigit some of thg quarters
. occupied by Indiansand we have found that the

'faunlt les both with the landlords and the temants

and in ‘some places even witk the Corporation.

Short Street, for instance, is a placé where there is°

The credit for the re-

May his soul

effects of the
‘for centuries the clock of progress,

no path, or no drainage of any kind and in rainy
season it is a breeding place for mosquitos. It re-
gnires the serious attention of the Corporation.

Now with regard to premises owned by Indians
and tenants who occupy them, we think the fanit
must be divided between them both. The landlord
who derives very good rents is very reluctant to
utilise even some of it to immprove his property and
the renter who pays rent thinks that the fact that he
pays rent relieves him of the burden of seeing that
the place occupled by him is kept clean. Both of
them we think are in the wrong. The landlord
should see to it that his property is kept in a proper
living condition and the tenant should see to it that
the surroundingsin which he lives are kept in a
clean and healthy condition so that they may not
barm him or his neigbours, and where anything re.
quires the attention of( the landlord - himself he
should insist on getting that attention. It does not,

-after all, require much labour or expense to keep

the place clean. Liberal use of water and disinfectant
are the only things required afd the latter could be
bad cheaply at any grocer's. If it is not possible for
the occupier himself to do the cleaning then he
should keep a servant to do so and where several
persons live together in the same place and make
use of the conveniences jointly it shonld be gquite
easy to keep a servant jointly whose business would
be to see to the cleanliness of the place at all times,
The observance of sanitary tules is an obligation
imposed upon every humnn-ﬁ:emg from his very
birth and one who fails in the fulfilment of that
obligation must be considered pomething loss than a
human-being. The responsible members of our coun-
trymen who know. better ghonld take this matter
in hand and educate their ignorant brethren,to their
duty in the interests.of public health and thus pre-
vent. the recurrence of such coses as the above-
mentioned which reflects no credit to any Belf-res-
pectmg community.

e,

ANTI-ASIATIC LABOUR PROPAGANDA

E do not wish to be unduly alarming in
; - regard to the anti-Asiatic labour propa-
. gands that is being corried on in some .
quarters, more ebpecially in Darban and Maritzburg.
We feel, however, that it is desirable to point out
which way the wind blows, ‘
The after effecta of the Great War have given rise
to many problems of intricate nature, The maln
war resulted in petting  back
Besides the loss
of men and money, depression and distress followed
the war. All these factors gave birth to an acute
economic problem which could neither be avoided
nor solved at ease. The economic problem gave
rise, ag it is the case throughont the world, to un-
employment and distress among people. Thia is so
in South Africa, England and elsewbere. In
Natal especially the question of unemployment
among the whites has taken & curious turn. .The
temperament of the leaders of a certain school
of thought has led them to placé the blame on In-
dians for their suffering. They argue that under-
selling, underliving and unfair competition in the
fields of trade and of labour have led to dire results
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affecting the existence of Europeans and their chil-
dren. This is cither ignoring or disregardivg or
falsifying the nature of things that led to the
econormic conditions that are prevailing. The motive,
however, is by hook or by crook to get rid of the
presence of the Indian. This they Lave becn trying-
to do by disenfranchising him, ‘refusing him licen-
ces and segreguting him, but now they have dis-
covered another device and that is to displace him
“from employment. This device must naturally
find suppoert from people who are hard hit by
economic conditions. A movement is on foot to
which the Municipalities of Darban and Maritzburg
are giving a lead, The Durban Corporation have
discharged their Indian  employees not long ago
from the Tramway Department. - The Maritzburg
Corporation have discharged three Tndian signal-men
from the Police Department.. We understand that
a number of Tndian employees have been discharged
- from Euavopean-owned factories. We cannot under-
- wwthd how respongible administrative institntions
like the Maritzburg and the Durban Corporation can
succumb to an ngitation of this kind and perpetrate
an act of victimisation. It is well known that In-
dians as rate-payers, never receive the advantages of
municipal amenities, much less the emoluments of
any decent office in any department of the Corpora-
tion. They are mainly employed as constables,
signal-men, and in other lower grade work. ~ They
receive miserly pay, and in most cascs are hounsed in
ill-veniilated and over-crowded compounds. -

We publish in this issue a report of the proceed-
ings of the Town Council of Maritzburg on the
qnestion of the discharge of its Indian servants.
Mr. Wm. Cox, thie well-known enemy of the Indiad,
moved a drastic motion and dilated upon it Lo his
heart’s content.  To uvs, the very reservation he put
iri his motion weakened his case, if he at all had
uny case. He dare net go the whole hog and demand
the discharge of every Indian, even those employed
in the Sanitary Departinent. The Indian, he knows,
is nseful in the last named Department, but becomes
inefficient, constitutes a menace, and becomes a
competitor in other fields of employment. His
argument revealed his insincerity and the Couneil
correctly threw his motion ont. But the fact re-
mains that the Couricil hae, as 3 rdeult of the
tion, discharged three men. Such attion on the®

of a Council or any member of it is, to say the least,

immoral. Instead of using their position of trust in
a just manner and with due discretion they aie in |
this way merely abusing their powers. The action
of the Town Council in disposing of their Indian™
employees who have served _them loyally for ten-
and twenty yearsand even more, for no fault of theirs,
bat to merely replace them by Europeans' may
legally be considered right but if morality counts
for anything in legality then it must appear to every
right-thinking man that their action is nnpardonably
wrong. It is time that the law-makers realised the ag-
vxslbxhty—mdeed if the laws are made in the interest
of the ‘people they shonld—of passing o law ren-
dering it illegal for an employer to dismiss any of his
employees unless the employee has proved dishonest
or has been found guilty of a criminal offence, or that
the employer has sound economic reasons to do so,.
in which case, the reasons for such aetjon would-

have to be proved by the em}:loyer. This is the
onily way an injustice done to an unrepresented

section of the community could be prevented.
_

——

- THE LATE MR. P. K. NAIDOO

The sad news of the sudden death of \Ir. P K.
Naidoo which was transmitted by a telegraphic
message last Wednesday _was received with a shock. -

Next morning a Reuter's message appeared in the -
local dgily papers which says:—

On Friday Mr. Naidoo complained of a feverish
feeling, and relunctantly consulted a doctor, who
found that ‘he was suffering from pleurisy and
puenmoniz, He suczumbed at 10 o'clock on Wed-

nesday moraing at his residence at 55 End Street. .
The late. Mr. Paraya Krishnasamy Naidoo was -

born in Durban. Puring his younger age he lived
in Kimberley with his parents whese he received
his English education. " He. then went to the Trons. .
vaal to seek hia fortune. Owing to kis educational
 qualifications and courage and grit he possessed he <
was gradually dargged into the political life and
activity of- that Province and ivhen the Boer War +
broke out he with the others had to come to Natal =
again. During the Boer war he took part in the
Amhulance Corps which Mr. ‘Gandhi inaugurated’
and rendered many other valuable services to the .
British Empive. After the Peace Treaty, he was
- among the first to enter the Transvanl -and there,
together with his ordinary occupation as store- -
keeper, e took up political work under the leader-
ship of Mr. Gandhi.  He was his loyal, active and -
- indomifable lientenant. -

‘ When the- historic Passive - -
Resistance struggle -took place,s which lasted for

seven years, he suffered imprisonment om no fewer'

than eleven occasions for resisting what he consider-
ed to be unjust anti-Asiatic leglshhon. Soon after
that hie took a2 very active part in the great Indian .
Strike in Natal, gomg from place to place addresss’
ing large meetingd of Indians.:. He was arrestei 8

number of times and served short periods of im= ~
" prisonment. In 1920, he visited Natal and was-
instrumental in resnscitation the Natal Indian Con- -

gress. He
delegations to the Government, and-two or thres

years -ago . he’ travelled-to India in order 1o place .

served as & member of numerons -

certain aspects of the sitnation here before the ~

Government of Indis. Mr. Naidoo was gecretary to
the Transvaal British Indian Association for the
last mne years. His last act, before. hé was.
laid up was one-.on ' behalf of the cange.
Accompanied by other “members of the Association, -
he discassed the Indian position with arepresenta-
tive of the Sfar (Johannesburg) with a view to,

removing misapprehensions  that had misen as a

result of a memorial . submitted by the Indians .

to ‘Mr. ‘Thomas, the - Secretary. of State for the --

Colonies.  The visit of Mra. Sarojini Naidu to

" South Africa’ was mainly through his endeavours

through the Transvaal British Indian Association..

—7»

My, Naidoo leaves a widow and three children, _

mcludmg a married davghter who is Jiving at
Tongaat. Natal. The community’s Bympathy wﬂf
go out to them in theirirrecoverable loss. g

The late Mr. Nuidoo's danzhter and Mr. A.mod
Bhayat the President of the Natal Indian Congress
left for Johannesburg last Wednesday to attend the
funeral whmh was to take place on Thursday. s

Many messages of ‘condolence weve gent to. Mrs.
P. X, Naidoo in her sad loss by individuals and
-bodies from Durban among which were those from -

-

Mr. Parsee Rustomjee, The  Natal Indian. Congress

Swrat Hindn Association; Kathiawad Arya Mandal,

" Patidar Union, Mayavant Association, Parsumm :

Tailor Association and others.

%



21Q :

INDIAN OPINION

September 1ath, 1924

'COX ON CITY CORPORATION INDIAN
T EapLoveRs '

LENGTRY DIscussioN BY TowN COUNCIL

Mr. Wm. Cox, President of Young South Africa,
is carrying on ah incessant propaganda for the dis-
miseal of Indians employed by the different depart-
ments of the Town Couneil, and the replacement of
Europeans in their place. A debate on his motion
was discussed by the Town Conpcil, a -report of
which is given below ns appeared in the Nalal
Mercury, Mr. Cox’s party is even threatening to
boycott tearooms where Indians are employed by
way of reprisal. A wreat deal of discontent exists
among the community. ' A meecting is to be held
goon to tuke effective means of checking Mr. Cox's
proclivities. 'The letter addressed by the Colonial-

born Indian ABgociation as u protest was given a

good déil of prominence by the City papers :— -

’ Coufzcilld_r C'ox'de’alt with the policy of past Gov-.

ernments in regard {0 Indian repatrintion and to the
pressure bronght to bear on the new Government in
an attempt to golve the Asiatic problem. While the
Government and it predecessors had endeavonred
to get rid of Asiatics, the Corporation of Maritzhnrg
wag pursuing a policy directly opposite to that of the
Government, and it was time, he submitted, for the

Corporation to co-operate with the Government {n

an attempt to bring about the desired reform.

"The total number of Asiatics employed by the
Corporation wus 201, His motion did not involve
any economic issue, a8 there were three classes of
the permanent population of ‘the “country from
which the ranks of those dismissed could be filled,
5o there need be no further increase in' the cost of
gervices. The Council’'s present policy rendered
Marjtzburg attractive to the Indian population, and
contributed largely to a system of overcrowding and
insanitary conditions. ' The Corporation's present
policy would complicate 18 well as compromise, the
future of ils citizens. - The protest on the part of the
Natal-born Indjan Association entirely ignored the
fact that the Indians repregented a civilisation
which was not assimilable by European civilisation,
towards which Indians had contributed nothing. 1f
Indians wished to have more scope, he would direct
them to British Guiana, more especially as: t_h'e
present Government had indicated that it wonld for-
mulate its Asiatic policy during the recess.

* Councillor’ Doull said he could not snpport the
motion in its present form. He thought the ‘right
thing Lo do was Lo obtain the signature of all Euro-
peans in the City to the cffect that they woild not

deal with Indians. As the motion stood it would
mean the .dismissa] of some corporation servanta
who had given them faithful service for'a number
of years, some of 30 years or more. =
* Councilior Dick affirmed that the whole question
-was political, and was not one for the Corporation to
deal with. He agreed with Councillor Dounll's sug-
gestion, but he would not be driwn into doing any-
" thing of an unfair character. -
Coucillor Hardy said the motion was very nnfair,
The Indians had been brought here by the ‘Britith
people, and had merely taken advantage of the laws
as they existed. He ‘would take second place to
no.oné in his anxiety to" employ more Europeans,or
to solve 'the Asinti¢ question. . Councillor Hardy re-
ferred to Mr. Lloyd George's quotation to a body of
Pressmen from the Dominions, in which he affirmed
that he was an out-and-out believer in this Epire
of fair play. * “ It is not an Anglo-Saxon Empire,
and I would notbelieve in it if it were.” - )

* Councillor Cross moved an amendment to the
effect that wherever possible it should be an instruc-
tion to departinents to employ Europeans wherever
posiible, and that a committee be hppointed to give
immediato effect thereto: T o

-
LY

i
- ment.

! own children.

There was no seconder, however, o the amend.

" Councillor Brown started by saying that East jn
East, ete. From the point of view of justica he
thought that they should first of all be just to thejr
It was not Lhe first time that g white
civilisation had gone under in Africa, and the
present white civilisation was threatened. He counld
visnalise the time when white men wonld huve io
choose between going down before the advance of 5
huge black population or being absorbed by them
and the Corporatioh should not be a party t;owar(],;
bringing abont this state of affairs.

Councillor Line said he felt sorry that he conlq
not suppor} the motion, becanse it was too dratic

Councillor Stobie said that he thought the position
might be met by Inying down'the policy that ng In-

dians left the Corporation service, and wherever
possible otherwise, Earopeans and coloureds be ep-
ployed by the Corporation in order to avoid the in-
justices to which reference had been made.
"Councillor Cox, in reply, said that he wns very
disappointed in the attitude of the Council ‘in view
of the expressed policy of the present Government
on the Asiatic question. Was it just that our owa
civilisation should be wiped cut, our own ecivilisa-
tion deserted, the Natives left to the tender mercy of
the Indians, and the future of European children
jeopardised. There appeared to be always somo
reason for postponing this matter. Procrastination
in the past had been responsible for the existing
evil. If the Corporation was notb going to co-operate
with the Government, it would be tantamount to
saying that they were prepared to hand over the
couptry to Indians. He emnphasised that the censns
returns, so far as Indians were concerfed, were ‘itn-
reliable, ns Indians were endeavouring by all means
té evade everything which would indicite their
strength on a vote, - ' D
| The motion was lost by 12 to 2 the only support-

; ers being the mover and Councillor Brown,

—_————

THE PROPOSED ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE
Y TRANSVAAL INDIANS' VIEWS _ '

The Nalal Advertiser Johannesburg correspondent
in a messoge dated Sept. 13, says :— ’
‘Though Mr, Thomas, the Secretary of State for
the Colonies; reminded the commiumnity in u'speech
at Mavitzbarg the other day of the Tmperial Tin-
portance of owr Indian problem and of the nded for
its careful handling, his warning has been sounded
ata moment when the Indians themsclves rogurded
their prospects with a smaller degree of apprchension
than has been the case for gome time. = "7
“Ydur correspondent °gathered, in the course of
conversation to-day with some leading Indians that,
though they have not departed in the sligltest
degree from the ideals for which they have fought
*over a long period of time, and that though the im-
provement of their statns as citizeuns is a matter
which strikes at their welf-respect, they are gmining
the impression that the sitnation is not quite so
hopeless as they were inclined to consider was the
case when the agitation over the defunct Class Arens
Bill had nwakened a great deal of bitterness. They
Dbelieve that much of the animus against thom was
traceable to a sectional source, and that on the whole
Europeans—in the ' Transvaal at least—are 'ipc]ined
to take a fair und reasonable’ view of the more
moderate and yrgent of their claims at any rate.
They cherish the hope, moreover, that the Union
Government, which claims to be in close tonch with
public opinion, will consider their representutions
in & broad-minded and tolerant spirit. :
’ “ MR. THOMAS APPROACHED
Though they subritted to Mr. Thomas a review

of the whole Asiatic position- in the various Pro-
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vinces of the Union. detailed their dimbilities, and
wonld have elaborated 'their documented argu-
ments with a personal interview had Mr. Thomas
found time to meet them. they are fully conscions
of the fact that an enlightened sentiment an{ongst
the Earopean commaunity in the Union itself is i1o-
dispensable to the creation of that atmosphere which
may bring an acconupodation of the apparently
eonficting claims of the Indian and European sec-
tions within the sphere of practical politica. Whl_le
‘the frienvl)y interest of the British Government wili
always bé a factor of first-rate importance, they look
to the Government of the Union to take the initiative
ig improving their status. .

" According]y, arfangements are Dbeing made _for a
deputation representing Indians in South Africa to
wait on the Cahinet in Pretoria at an early date,
when matters will be discussed in & fmnk and
friendly, way and the Indians are sanguine that one
_result of their deliberations will be that a round-table
conference vnl} be granted on the lines snggested by
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu during her visit—namely, with

representation from the Indian commanity of Sonth -

Africa, the Government of the Caion, the British
Government, and tlie leaders™of the Indian people in
Tadia. 'High hopes are entertained that such g con-
ference will lead to a solution 'of the problem, or at
least provide a basis for friendly negotiation in the
futore in a spirit of matnal trust and understanding.

The Indian eommaunity, in short, feel that the
time bas arrived for the Asiatjc question to be
frankly approached by all parties and settled in an
amicable manner. The confintation of the present
state of uncertainty and agitation is, “urged the In-
dian leaders who were interviewed, not only harrg-
fol 16 the TIndians, bat to the general welfarg of,
_ Sonth Africa and the Empirel ~ ~ Y . 7T

MR. THOMAS' SPEECH.
PRESS COMMENTS :
The Nalal Wilness comments this on the sqeech
delivered by Mr. 'Thomas ir Maritzburg ou™ thé
Asiatic problem when he ‘suggestéd thié holding of a
juint conference:—"His proncuncerment in Maritz-"
burg on the Asiatic ‘question’ was reéasonablé”and,
sound, and the Wilnesé “his more than' ordindry
reason to welcome it since Mr. Thomas has adopted
the suggestion, first put forward in thele éolumnsa
few weéks ago,” fora conferénce of thé interested
parties. He sees no reason, nor do we, why the
problem should be regarded as insoluble, That it
presents many difficulties evervone who has studied
it admits, and that they will all be Temoved i§ “quite
impossible to hope for.” But there is'nio good reason
why the worst o} them need nof be greatly mitiga-
ted. and many of theni cause to d:sappear, provided
all thase intereated" in" arriving at™a soldtion] can b
tb:lt:nght together in the right spirit ‘of give and
e. ) _ - R P A
One thing ia certain. This problem will uever be
solved by abusive tactics, becanse what is essential is
to convince all sides that the best possiblé solation
is being offered from each point of view. B This
will never be achieved by legislation embodying
only one viewpoink ~What i8 hecessary i Tirst
to ascertain by imeans of a round-fable conferencs
the maximum demsndsof all parties; thereupon to
ascertain in how ~far they can be reduced 1o mini-
mym demands: and upon some such résuliing basia,
to found’ restrictions which will sifeguard g
interests of Europeans in the cogntry/«¥d-the 1o’
less important interests of Indiaps*who bélong to
this country, weére ‘born_hor€,and kmow no other
pla_ce of origin.” Thudgnestion, 4s we have before
pointed oul;Nsfir and awiy the wmost “importint
which conld have come under notice of the Colo-

nia_l Secretary, and for that ‘reason we think we are

to be con on the Parliamentary tour com-
mencing in Natal and enabling ipvesggaﬁ_oﬁ to be
made 6n the gpot. It will now remain to be seen
what attitude the Imperial Government takes. They -
j can. of course, merely ‘sugget to this Government
! participation in a joinf Conference of all interested:
" but we think -the’ South African Government
. wonld welcome such a proposal, ap:! we feel” sure
| the Evropean community of Natal would accept it.
' The alternative is either to let inatters drift,” or to
add to the over-increasing friction which makes the

" problem more difficnlt 0f solition a4’ Hme goes
on. IR E S T
. FILTEY PREMISES

NiNg INplANs CONVICTED -

The followipe report, appgaped ip Yool eraury
dated the I3th instang:— L

"Ning Indians eaid to be joint ocenpiers of 125,
Victoria Street, were charded before Hr. H B Wal
lace vesterday with wropgfully” and unlawinlly -
fouling or keeping in 3 filthy condjtion the waler-
closets: gully sinks, yard. and passages, after having
received notice ip writing fram the Chief Sanitary
Inspector ou Jung'6 o clean thewi Torthwith apd.to -
keep them in a proper condition. - '

“Mr. Goulding (essrs, “Rolipsop and; Goulding),

appegred for the three of the accysed, who he said.
were retail dealers 1n sof} gogds, and left When thejr
premises were Closed af 3 .. ~ They. resided else-
where,' There was no evidence that they used the
couveniences. He subinitied that his cligpls. were
nof responsible for the fefuse in the yard. ~ - ..
“Mr, Waller op behalf of. the’ Borough Police, in.
replying argued that, with convenieiice on the pre-.
mises, the accused wonld nof walk to- the public
conveniences in” Gardiner Street, ™ =~ . T T -
Mr, Wallace told the accused he found, them all
guilty. The by-law cowered tlieir case. “He be: .
lieved they bad common usq of the yard: and the_
lavatqriet of, which the latter were in. 3 very flthy.
state: It was only after three ipspections that actio
was taken. They hﬂdn%?*% " Victoria Sff@?%f
was patticularly” thickly” populated, “and, in," the
inferests of public health they shou)d have. attended.
to the instructions. ~ They would eachbe fped: £1.-
[ We deal with the above in onr leading article.~Ed.}-

TAGORE'S MESSAGE TQ YOUNG GHINA .

In aseries of articles written by Mr. C. & An-
drews on “The Crisis In China”. whichappear in fhe .
latest number of Young India to hangd we find the
report of an interesting speech delivered hy D
Rabindranath Tagore during his recent “visit, {o
Chifa. " The writer of thisreport, siys Mr. Andréws,
who is evidently a Chinese student, himself Tecords,
_in"one of the feading English newspapgrs in ‘Chipa, a.
 carefully wriftéil account, from his Own ®hart
f hapd notes, of the message "which Rahindranath
Tagore delivered tothe Chinese stidentin Wichang,
L in the province of Wi-hap~ at’the’ end, af “his visit,

Teaye, China for Jangn,

F when he was Justapott 16,
F thus Be deseribes him:— S
 * “The speaker, tall, with-a flowing beard, wore a,’

plain "ighified-+4db8, and, “spoke 'in, s, clear.
 beandifafetitufal Voice with great wﬁyiiné?gdg‘gﬁ.
p almést ‘without dny gesture. “His english " wag
Laxqmmtg; simple  and gu?it.e.‘_

- tiop;™ “Withou§ ™ repet-
[ Py .
- * He gives his own English notes as follows:—

. - SN Ny ) T N
. When I Wwag invited,” ‘the “pock, }Eﬁlndmna&.h_
! Tagore, began, “to come among you, 1" hedrl: thay
- somie of you were opposed to 'my coming, becanse it.
might “check “your special,"modern.erithusiasm for., ~
Western ‘progress’ and force: " And 'if you, want g -

A -

>
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man who will help you in these things, you have
been mistaken- in -asking me. - I haveno help to
give you. You have already ten thousand able
teachers on that side. Go to them. Butmy solemn
warning is, that those who would have you rely on

material force, in order to - make a strong nation, do |

not know history, or understand- what true civilisa-

tion means. Reliance on power is the characteristic

of barbarism. Nations, that have trusted in power,

have already either been destroyed or else remained

barbarouns. - : c

" “Nations have added intellect, to teach themselves
how to use power; and We can no more despise the
. scientific- and material factors, that have resulted,
than we can despise our own bodies. But, all the

same, it-i8 not this intellectual advancein the usé.of -
which. had made nations great..i Nations, |

power,
that have relied solely-on that, have either -bheen
destroyed, as X have said, or else are even now revert-

jng to barbarism. No! It is co-operation and mutual

_ “trust and mutual aid and good-will, which make for -

real progress in civilisation. These must be evident,

if that civilisation is to last and to be -worth any- -

thing at ail. New morual powvers must continually
be developed, to make man to assimilate theie

scientific advances. Otherwise, these very things

will dominate, enslave and slay them. Men have
been losing their freedom and their humanity in
“order to fit themselves for vast mechanical organisa-
tions, which can only, in the long ran, prove their
destruction. We see, to-day, civilisation of vast
power and great intellect which are veiling in a
decent way mere cannibalism. Itis the nemesis of
gcience dominant. But the trne position of science

* i to subserve the spirit ofman. For the world of |

mere science by itself is not a world of reality; itisa
world. of abstract and impersonal and inhuman
force. It depends upon morality to make it human;
to bring it from the impersonal to the personal.
+ + ~“Bat may we point to the weakness of India and
“China. ' They will tell you that it is necessary thus
- to &mphasiss. power and inodern progress, .in order
_to avoid being’ swept away .into destruction. 1
"would not have you deceived by those copy-book
" maxims, which tell you that 70 advantage or material
gain is ever won by unrighteousness, 'For history

can point to many short-lived victories; and if you

wigh for temporary euccesses you may obtain them
_ by these methods, ’ o
*“Nevertheless, the voice of ancient India has truly
affirmed: S T -
“With the help of anrighteousness men do prosper:
" ‘'With the help of unrighteonsness men gain vic-
" tories over their enemies; - '

" With the help of unrighteousness men get what

- ‘they desire. ~ .
But they perish at the root.’ -

_#But they perish at the root,”—mark well those
.concluding words. We have seen victories, won by
- diplomacy, by lies and material force; but ‘their
doom is on them. - Lies do prosper for a while; but
the true life dies at the root. :
“You may accept this flourishing power and
prosperity to-day; but. there is to-morrow. I defy
to-day, and refuse to let it dominate my purposes..
_X rely on to-morrow with peace and faith and hope.-
“How do I prove it ?. I have no proof outside my
own. . But there, within, is proof encugh. - Even at
‘the cost of martyrdom and insult and suffering, we
must continue to, believe in peace and love and
kindness and idealism.. . - - )
- #What is the valué of success, if it be at the cost
-6f humanity, and if it make p desert of God's world?
1 speak to you.as an Indian,-and 943 member of a
nation that has gone under in the race for, ‘progress.”
1 teil you that I am ready to accept default,. insult,
.oppression, weakness in the body. Bat I will never,
accept that last defeat of all, the last insult of all,
the ruin of my SOI}}_ My gnemies may conquer

b4

from 3 p.m. t0 9-30 p.m.

and slay my body; but they cannot make me a.dopt‘
their methods, or hate them! The Devil helps in
the sphere where he is master; but we must reject the
Devil's aid 1

“Seek righteousness, even though success be lost.
I believe this, not through any evidence of ‘facts.’
Facts may mislead and oppress yon, with more
numbers and quantiities. But the world of per.
sonality surpasses facts on every side. Truth comes
from above, and is creative. We in India have
accepted and followed and venerated those men, who
gave us creative trath, and lost- ontward suceess in
doing so. We need to hear this voice of Trath sgain
and again and never more so than in this modern
world of slavery and cannibalism,” thinly covered
.over.with a decent outward guise.

' “By the help of nnrighteousness men do prosper:

men do gain victory over their enemies;
men do attain what they desire;

But they perish at the root.

*“That is the message, which I leave with Young
‘China from India.”
-~ 1 have quoted in full, says Mr, Andrews, the
veport, given by this Chinese reporter, of Rabin-
‘dranath Tagore's last spesch in China before start-
ing for Japan. - We may be quite certain that snch
avords have not been uttered in vain.

M. K. GANDHI LIBRARY
PARSEE RUSTOMJEE HALL
THIRD ANNIVERSARY

The third anniversary and the third annual general
meeting of the M. K. Gandhi Library and Pursee
Rustomjee Hall was held at the Parsee Rustomjee
Hall, 140 Queen Street on the 9th instant, before a
large attendance, bMr. Omar Hajee Amod Jhaveri
being in the chair. In the annual report which was
presented by the hon. Secretary, Mr. V. Lawrence,
after reference being made to the business of the
gecond annual meeting, and details of attendances
at the 25 ordinary meetings of the executive com-
mittee during the year, it was stated that Mahatma
Gandhiji's birthday was celebrated on the Tth
Qctober, 1923, by the Natal Indian Congress and
the Kathiawnr Arya Mandal, whoen an interesting
announcerment was mado that Mr. Rustomjce had
given £501 to them to be sent to Mahatma Gandhi
for the opening of National schcols and the pur-
chase of spinning wheels and the Execative had
decided to keep the Library open from 8 a.m. to
9.30 p.m., daily i commemoration of Mahatmajee's
birthday whereas previous to that it was kept open

a4

On Nov. 27 last Mr. J. Bennet Muinford, o mem-
.ber of the Natal Astronomical Society, lectured on
“Some Wonders of the Heavens” illustrated by
lantern slides. Thelecture was very instructive and
intorcsting, the same being largely attended and
attentively listened to. .

On March 26, 1924, at the request of the Natal
Indian Congress, the Executive Committee granted
the use of the Iall and the adjoining room for our
{llustrious sister Mrs. Sarofini Noidu as a meeting
-place for her during ben stay in Durban. On Mar,

29, the Natal Indian Congress had- the use of the

Hall for a farewell meeting for Mr. Tayob Ally
Jeewanjee, a prominent member of the East Afvican
Indian community and o vice-president of the East
African Indian Congress, -who accompanied Mrs.
Naidu to South Africa.

. From the 25th to the 29th April, 1024, both days
inclusive, the South Afvican Indinn Congress
obtained ‘permission for the use of the Hall for the

. Fourth Session of the

SOUTH AFRICAN INDL&N CONFERENCE

. which was presided over by the noble daunghter snd
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the world famous poetess of Mother-Hind, Mrs.
Sarojini Naida, -

It wus a source of great pleasnre to the execative
that they were privileged on two occasions to house
in the Hall the representatives of their community
from the three Provinces for their deliberations over
the destinies of the 161,000 Indians in the Union.

On April 30 at the request of the Executive Mrs. -
Sarojini Naida gave a lecture on “The place of a
library as a factor in the pational life of a com-
munity,” a very appropriate subject for the Institu~

‘tion. ‘There was an overflowing audience and the
lecture was most interesting and instrnetive.

On May 1, last the Indian teachers and the Schools’
Football Association had a reception in the Hall for
Mrs. Neidn, and on May 2, the Indian Hotel Em-
ployees and the Bombay Presidency Hindu Asso-
ciation also took possession of the Hall for their -
respective functions in honour of Mrs. Naidu. -

On June 29, last Mr. Harold F. Dunning F.R.G.B.,
lectured on “Indian ednecation and its progress”
nnder the auspices of the Durban Crescent Society,
and under the chairmanship of the Revd. A. Lamont.

On Ang. 14 a farewell meeting for Mr, Albert
Christopher, the worthy secretary of the Natal
Indian Congress who has recently left for Earope
was held by the Durban and District Indian Foot-
ball Association, _

On the 14th November Ilnst on hearing of the
tragic death of Mr. W.'W. Pearson who had paid a
vigit to this conntry in the Company of Mr.C.F.
Andrews in 1914 to enquire into the condition of
the indentured Indians, and the system of indenture,
a vote of sympathy was passed withk his rela-
tiona,

|

ATTENDANCE

The atiendance for the year was 32,288 being an
increase from the previons year by 7,213. The
above figures do not include the European visitora,
Dnring the year 14 Europeans of warious standings
proffessional and otherwise visited the Library. .

: Ngw-Books -~ . .
 ~Daring the year Mr. Rustomjee imported new
‘books from India to the value of abount £30.

826 English, 1416 Gujerati, 108 Tamil, 153 Urdu,
and 9 Hindi books were issued for reading during
the present year a8 against 738 English, I079 Guje-
rate, 70 Urdu, 49 Tamil and 31 Hindi last year.

Newspapers -and periodicale are occasionally be-
ing eent to the Maritzburg Hindi Young Men's
Association Pablic Library. - .

LACK oF ENTHUSIASM . °
» Coniplaint is made in the report of the lack of
enthusinsm shown by the public in the periodical
lectures arranged by Executive. QOwing to the very
poor attandance these lectures have almost been
abandoned. For the coming year, however, it is
intended by the Executive to organise a series of
lectares both in English and the vernacnlars, which
may suit the different tastes and circomstances of
the people and see how that will work and if that
meets with any measure of success, the succeeding-
vears will witness that being made an important
item in the work. B
. _There were several demands for the lending out
of books in the Library and the committee after
matnre gnd deliherate consideration decided with
regret to refuse them, becaunse they felt that the time
had not yet arrived for launching into sucha project. =
They would however.keep the matter before them™
and see when and how that demand could be met.
le commi still continues to receive snb-
stantial sums from Mr. Rustomijee for the necessary
expenses, The sobseription for the various papers
and penodim(is t;nd.the price of the books that are
every now an en added apd the i
by bim withbut drawing upon the Tpﬂ(;:?e re paid
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1 hearty vote of thanks to ‘the chairman;

Special thanks of the committee bhave been ex-
pressed to the hon. treasurer Mr. S. Emmamally and
Messrs Shapurjee Jivanjee, B. M. Patel and A. J.
Choonoo for their valuable assistance to the Secre-
tary from time to time. ) C

On the motion of Mr. R. K. Xhan seconded by Mr:
_A. H. West the anunal report was adopted. R

Complimentary speeches during the evening were
made by Messrs. West, W.Doall, R. K. Khan, A.J.
Choonoo, Rooknoodeen, B. M. Patel and others.

The chairman, before the meeting terminated, pre-
gented Mr. Wi Doull with a bentiful set of gilver
ware made in India, for his services to the trust, and
also garlanded him. Purses of money - were also
presented to Mr. V. -Lawrence, the hard- work-
ing secretary of the library, for his excellent work,
and also to the two librarians, Messrs. - Essop Bapu
‘and:A. M. Kotwal. The meeting terminated with 3
which was

N

carried unanimously,

ARYAN BENEVOLENT SOCIETY -
- [TENTH ANNUAL MEETODNG . .

'(FROM oUR oWN CORRESPONDENT)

The tenth-annual meeting of the Aryan Bene-
volent Society, Pietermaritzburg, was held in the
H.Y.M.A. Library on Sunday the 14th instant. Mr.
8. R. Naidoo presided. With the exception of the
officials and committee, the meeting was poorly
attended by the general public.’ It is s pity that the
public shonld be so apathetic towards an institution "
whose object is to feed and maintain aged and in-
digent people. .. ST

- The Hon. Secretary Mr. R. M. Moorgas submitted .
a lengthy report reviewing ‘the year’s’ work: He
stated that 23 house to house collectiond were made. .
The Benevolent Home, situated in York  Road,

relieved many cases of distress and undertook_ or’
otherwise assisted in the burial of the” dead,” in-
deserving cases. An annual grant of £30 each is re-’
ceived from the Provincial Government and the

Town Council, but the amount is not pufficient to
upkeecp expenses of maintaing the. Home: ~The

Secretary appealed for articles of food, clothing ate:

He stated further that calls are made to relieve dis--
tress among the poorer section of the community .
but owing to lack of funds much- help counld not. be
givem. = - T . g " o

The financial statement showed a balance in bank-
of £40-1-7 and £3-14-9 cash on hand. The yearly
receipts amounted to £102-13-10 and expenditare
wag £79-10-10. ; oo :

On the representation of thé Secretary it was
decided to form a Women's branch to assist in the
work of the Home. -~ The Supervisor Mr. R. Mani~
com, submitted a report upon the wnpkeep of the .
Home, The past officials and Committee - were
thanked for: their labour of love: The following
. officials were elected : : N T

Patron, Mr. W. J. Mackenzie; President, Mr, S. R.

Naidoo; Hon. Life Presidents, Dr. .  G:- Cawston,
Messrs. 8. R. Naidoo, P. N. Naidoo, R.'N. Moodley,
and E. Conforth; Vice-Presidents, Messrs. J. M. David
“R. B, Maharaj and M. 8.-Williams;- Hon..See. and
Treas., Mr. R. M. Moorgas; Hon. - Supervisor, Mr. R. -
Manicum; Committee, Messra. ¢ K. 8. -
giv:fnand, M. G. Krishnasamy, M. Puckree and K.
ner. B o i P - - Te S i-
Mr. Mackenzie sent s donation of £1-1 and Mr. M. -
'G. Krishnasamy donated a8 bag of rice and promised
to-give a similar donation yearly. These gentlemen
were thanked. - At the conclusion of ‘the meeting a
‘vote of condolence was passed sympathising in the.

“'sad losa of the late Mr. D, Panday-and .
s of the e 6. D. Pendey-snd e ¥
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§ Sporting NEéws §
-'(bbiﬁ'ﬁiﬁtf'fﬁ:b}w e ke
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The Natal Cilp Fiiial wis pliyed between the
Junfor tefims StArd (Dlrban) snd Royals (Maritz:
Yarg) on the No: 1 Groudd, tinder the teferecship of
Mi. K A Clii. _Lineéstrien were Medsr3, M. Thajmdon
Diifbat) and B: Mghomed Ally (P. M. Burg.) The

fite opehed With the Sthrd pressink, hnd in the
At 20 indtes or 86 it was only hAlf 4 8czeit times-

the Roydls ehossed the liné, “Docrat broke through |

well: and His dash nedrly woit for hisbide & goal but

tHe defence of.Park tind Secpye whs very. stetm,. }.

‘Onib find_dtive by Cagéiti from the fighthedfly opefi-
ad the score for the Stars -wheil the godlie of the
Royals brought off a great save which sirpriked
many of the Durban capped goalies. The Stars star-
ed bombarding the opponents’ gosl but found the .
goalie too good for & many thundering shot. Soon
the intervdl atrived without any score.

—— .

After Leinons the Royals had a .pot At their
oppotfents’ goa)_but withont aviil. . Gany Gazi the
centre~hdlf of the.Stars kept on feeding his forwarids
hut the forwards wwould not.take..the advantage. dnd
the gome.ended withont any . of the teama notehing
the_degider, Two extra halves were played but:
witen. ;heh“;histle went for time the score was
nil on both sides . .

. h—

The, Jypior mateh betweop, the Youni Chlonial

and th Piraied, s abandensd aping to both the

ms turning up witﬁou any ball, . B
[ - - £y .

LR I T N LR T N T Vo L
.The All Bligks F.C. met the Stanger. E.C. on the
latter's_groud.on Sungay. the .14th instanf, when
there jvas a._Jarge crawd, of gpectators. Both sides'y
played b very keen kameand fifteen piinutea after
the_commeficement of the match the AllL Blacks
scored.a goal., The Stajger, forwards made many
attsmpts to put the, ball through, but they found the
defence pf..Axpoll Moodly -and .Sunny. Williams
sound. , §fier the interval 8 second o2l was scored
hy the All Blacks’ hegvy centra forward.

= s b
—)

a goal. This encouraged the Stanger ahd.they thade
many rughes:but in wdin; . L. D. Bhayat the feliable
ceritra half of the All Blicks brokeé through add out-
clisndd, tBE Fist forwards of Stifiger.. 1. Moodie the
bedyy and scientific centre forward of the All Blacks
madera heayy attémist; , Gdneg., Thijmoon the, bril-
linhtontei left.made a beautiful cross whick Qmnay
Hoosen Bacus planked and secyred aiother godl, At
the teroiination. of _the matel .ghe, reshi]t wus:
All ;Blacks 31 Htanger,1,. The whistle wis in the
hands of Mr. Phillip Thomas, .

[ O T ST 30 PRt R 1 LTI RN S PR S s fo ponw

. The fqllowing are the meubsrs ,oF i, All- Biera
team, =Ly Amepd,:S. Avngld Mpodleyy, Sunpy, Wil-
Tingt (Gapk) ¥ Vo Mpodiey, & D. Bhayat. i, D;
Singh, S. N. Moodley, Dhana, L. Moodia, Omar and
Ganey, Thajmoop. , The, team, travelled, nnder., the
management of Messrs, M. Emmamally and Gaffoor
ThaijOD-' ) Wy b ' .
I T L - -bl.-'-—'??:-l iy, for e P
ok _nig_.tjﬁlé.b‘f writink.theufollowing resnlts have

bebn despatehed.froati Port-Elizabebly: ¥ oot

Natal 4. Griqua 1. Transvaal 3. Frontier 0, .-

| 4y fdst s L it

. A friendly. football match between the Standard
F.C. of Durban and Fair Breeze School F, C, way
played on Sunday the l4th inst., on the Fair Brepze
Schdol ground, The field was fairly gathered ap
with speetators. The Fair Breeze School . €, was
successinl by fwo goals to nil, . After the termina.
tlon of the game three ringing cheers were given |54
the spectators.-

With this ibsue we present our readers. with g*
portrait of the late Mr. P. K. Naidoo which we
héve o donht will be presérved in memory of his
good setvices,~
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