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' THE CLASS AREAS BILL

STATEMENT~SUBMITTED TO THE MINISTER ' ..

EE following is the full text of the statement
- gubmitted by the deputation of tho South
African Indian Congress to the Honourable
the Minister of the Interior at Cape Town :—
We, the undersigned, being the President, Vice-
Presidents and the Honorary General Secretary of
the South African Indian Gongress which i8 con-
stituted of the unanimously elected regraentat;ves
« .- various provinces, have been duly author-
ised to submit to Government heir objections to
the Class " Areas Bill now awaiting introduction
into the Union Parliament U
Our mandate in respect to our. mission is to
unanimously and categorically refuse the Bill for
and in the name of the South African Indian
population.  This Executive, lowever, before
dning o, desires, as in duty bound, to place before
Government its grounds and reasons for declining
acceptance of the Bill. )
Among other objections, we would now submit
that it is clear that the Bill as drafted is lc)luraly a
measure of class legislation, Not only does its
title of * Class Areas Act” indicate that, but Sec-
tion ! refers to the request by an urban local
authority that the Act shall apply to any drea
“occcupled hy a particular class of persons,” while
throughout the Bill there are references to the
class to be dealt with (Sections 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,11),
in other words, the whole of the proposed law. It
is true that a special class of persons is not
designated by name, but-the previsions may be
made, and are intended to be made, applicable to
any class of persons.

e Immigrants Act of 19I3, restricting immi-
gration, does not specially refer to. persons of any
particular race or nationality, but~has been made
m the administration specially spfificable to In-
Adian immigrants into the Union from any country.
In the strict sense, that cannot be described as

class legislation. But the present Bill goes a great .

deal furtber, and there can be no doubt that the
turm “class legislation” is properly applicable to
it. *“Class” is not used merely to imply or to in-
clude social or economic distinctions but is equall
in point where racial characteristics are eoncernei

May we now deal shortly with the several pro-
visions of the Bill. . s

Section 1 of the Bill places in the hands of the

gistently clamoured. And baving regard to the
fact that the members of ,loca‘imflban%a;gthnritiea:
are Europears and generally themselves are com-'
petitors in trade with the Indian, it is not difficult
to see that_these bodies will invoke the powers.
conferre.l under-:the; Act at every conceivakle
opportunit{I ™th what damage and detriment to
Indian rights and privileges we need “not now
engage the mind upon. - g : '
In our humble opinion, this first provision of
the Bill is alone sufficient to enable urban author-
ities to realise in their special interests the whole
of the objects provided for in the Bill.. These first
few fatal +words place in the hands of urban
authorities the power to. have appointed a class
area aitd that'such power will unreservedly be em-
ployed to the damage and detriment” of Indian
rights may ba appreciated from one  particular
instance of wrban policy we would beg leave to -
allude to. The Manager of the ‘Municipal Estates
Departinent at Durban recently notified officially
that within the whole of the municipal area of that
town but one and a half acres of land were avail-
able for Indiun occupation. Although™ thoussnds
of acres of suitable iand are available for Indian °
use and occupation, all these broad acres . have
been -declared unavcilable to Iodians for the
reason, as that Manafer stated,. of the “beantiful
views they commanded ” or the “lav out .of the -

Jand” was such as to preclude all ideas of Iudian

occupation. We adduce this as but one instance
to illustrate how urban authorities' are generally °
minded towards Indians. This report of the
Fstates Managerfound approval - with the Town
Council who were then considering the sale . of
lands under the Durban Land Alienation Ordi-
nance as a result of a query by the Administrator
of Natal as .o whether provision was being “made
for the sale of unalierated lands to Indians in
view of the Town Council having only considered
the sale of unalienated lands to Europeans to the -
exclusion of Indians. The Tows Council have not
stood by their-promise to. the Government in re- .
gard to the application impartially' of the Darban -
Land Alienation Ordinance towards all sections
of the ¢community in Durban. Assnrances by urban
authorities are valueless. . The Indian community

bas never at any time agreed fo the principle of
segregation in the Durban Land Alienation .Ordi- ~
.nance and has been alwaysoppored to it. - But we
mention this to show that the Town' Cofil will
uever respect any of its promises. ~ hi the event of .

Urban Lecal Authority the initial power of setting
into motion the entire Act. That authority may
advise the Minister that an area within its limits
may be set aside for the residential or trade pur-

poses of 8 particular class. This first provision
of the Bill is of itself sufficient to render the entire
measure self-condemned. It is a widely known

¢Iact that it haslon . been the purpose and intention

-of South African urban avthorities 10 deal drasti-

cally with their respective Indian populations. -

The first words of the Bill, therefore, unreservedly
place in their hands the very instrument of des-

truction for which they have so long and 80" per- .

the powers under section 1 of the Bill being.
placed into the hands of the urban authéries, it is -
certain, as night follows day that Indians who have -
bitherto for fiity years or more enjoyed. a measnre
of freedom within certain urban areas in so far as
residence and trade were concerned, vould here-
after be relegated to “closed compounds” approsi-
mating in reality to the Native Mine Compounds
of ths Transvaal.., We may preface  our obsery-
, - .
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“ations by remarking that the Bill is cssentially a
measure of deatruction and by no means a con-
siruetive one helpful towards a settlement of the
,'_fllar“ probwed In its practical working, far

Srromdring productive of some step towards the

amelioration of existing conditions, the Bill is
calculated to render confusion worse confounded.
As a destructive weapon it will be placed in  the
hands of-urban authorities, and as a weapon of
_destruction it will be employed with scaut mercy
against Indians. :
In the same section appear the words “It shall
be lawful for the Minister to appoint a Commis-
sion” to consider the.urban authorities request
and recommendation. The words within inverted |
commas in our opinion are wholly uonecessary for
the Bill heing clearly a concession to anti-Asiatic
clamour, the Ministor cannot but dccept the re-
commendation and appoint that required Commis-
sion And on the same grounds the Commission
will invariably “investigate and” report” in terms
consonant -with the requirements of g, particular
urban authority. The three persons to constitute
the Commission will, needless to say, know before-
hand all the provisions of the Act, and the fact
that they have been appointed thereunder, and in
~.consequence will feel constrained. to give faithful
operative effect to the spirit and intention of the
-Act. Tt appears to us inconceivabls that a Com-
.mission comprised of three Europeans will ever

“act against the rights of Europeans be, thosg in-

—~

terests xeal or imaginary. 7. .

In section 3 (1) provision is made for the Gov-
ernor-General to respect 8 report of the Commis-
sion and to declare by virtue thereof a certain area
for. exclusive class” occupation. ~ Althongh the
words {may groclai.m“' appear in the section, we
.can only read the 'auxiliary verb “may”. in. the
sense of “must” for all our past experience warns
us that powers ostensibly of optional use and em-
ployment - have been invariably employed to the
detriment of Indians as if there hag been really’
@0 choice af all. T

={Zo b¢ Contsnued)

_ ',NOTES AND NEWS

RB. Sarojini Naidoo arrived. at Lourenco .
. Marques last - Monday where’she was aec-
- corded a  hearty welcome. by ‘the local
Indians. - A Reoter's message from Lourenco Marques
dated Feb. 27, “states :—Mr. Sarojini Nuidoo, the
Indian leader and delegate of the All-India Congress ]
who is on ber way to.the Upion Lo essist the South
- African Indians in their fight against the Class Areas
Bill and similar legislation, leaves here this -afternoon for
Jobannesburg, In the cunrre of .an -interview she said
she was confident that the Indians would be muccessful in
the fight, as they had.-the gapport of United India behind
them, She described the proposed legislation as originat- -
ing in ignorance, arrogance and trade jealonsy, and said
she did not think Indiang bad much to hope for in the
prospect of o change of government in the Union. -Any
party in power wounld try -td follow the same policy, in
view of strong feclings on the question on the part of
‘the Euoropean popuiation, but Géneral Smuts was &
strong and abléahan with a deep sense of justice, and he
Toore than auyone should be able to find a solation of

the problem. - 4

. Mp. Sarojini Naidoo is expected to arrive in Durban |
on the 7th-instant. We, -are glad: to noie that the
officials of the Natet Indiau Congress ere hard at work
in making proparations té receive ll‘lrs.'Nuidoo.

‘the Congress have

A Renter's message from Washington dated Peb, 14
States:— Mr. Hughes, in a letter to the Chairman of
the House of Reprezentatives Commitice on Immigration,
deciares sections of the Immigration Reatriction Bill
would exlude Japaness from the country, which is incon-
gistent with the Treaty obligations to Japan, and states
that the Japaness Government has already drawn the
attention of the State Department to the matter.

In the Union House of Assembly on Feb. 18 the
Minister of the Interior moved the second veading of the
Asiatic (Cape Maliy) Amendment Bill, which he explain-
ed was a little Bill to set right an effect of one of the
laws of the Transvaal. The law in question was a law of the
Transvaal Republic when people became alarmed by the in-
flux of Aeiatics, chicfly British Indiane, and debarred them
from holding land iv certain places. The Bill-included
the term “Malay,” aud was undoubtedly not intended to
apply to Capo Malays, but in the Trapaveal, after the
Anglo-Boer war, Cape Malays were nob allowed to
acquire land in the Rand townships, although in Pretoria”
they were granted tranefer:” The object was to remove
the present disability on the.Cape Malnys. This cocree
wus due ton roling of the Appellate Division. He
thonght that the Bill was doing an act of bare. justice,
Dr. D. F. Malan (Calvinia) supported the Bill. The
second reading was adopted, and passed the Committee
and report stages.—Renter. :

NATAL INDIAK CONGRES3

HE long postponed annual general meeting of the
Natal Indian Congress will be held, as advertised
in another column, on Sunday the 2nd instant.

One of the causes of the postponement of this meeting has

' been the apathy of the members of the Congress in payiog

up their .nseal subscription and even now it las
-not been paid np completely. ‘It must however bo
-noted by every porson - attending - she meeting on
Sundny mext that only those who have paid in their
memberzhip fees will hdve a voice in the proceedings and
facilities will be made ns they are usvally made for thoss
who have not yet paid their subsoription to pay it on the
pramises where the meeting is to be held,

"When we think of the forbhcoming snnnal meeting
our mind opaturally goes back to the past work
of the Congress This we will fully knew when the
annual report is placed before us but there are some
‘noteworthy thiuges done by the Cougress which are to
the credit of Natal Indians and which the officiuls of
nto ‘be prond of. . These are
the three great prayer meetings held under the anapices

"of the Natal Indian Congress i.e. when Mahatma Gandhi

was atrested, when he was incarcerated and when he was
released from prison. Though there were many other
mectings held in the canse of our Motherland these ‘were
unique in the history of South Africa for they proved more
than suything clse that althongh there are many differont

 secte amonget Indians they can all unite iato one body when

they are aciually pot to the fest. Another work: the Natal

Indian Congress has every renson to be proud of is the -

hoge success witht which it fulfilled its obligation of hold- - -
ing the Sonth African Indian Conference, This was also
upique in the history of South Africa as was admitted
by tvery person who attended that Conference. Although
the foundation of-the present South Africa Indian Oon
greas was laid by onr Oape brethren it came sotually into

_being only at the last Conference and ome objeat

achieved at that Qonference was that at a time like the

| present one when the future ‘of Indians througli-
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ont the Union i8 at stake onr bretl!rcli from all the differ- .

ent Provinces were able to meet together, disciss their
common grievances and establish closer relationship
amongat one aunother. It is unfor unate that the resalt of
the work done at the Conference i not yet known by the
public and it is to be hoped thut no forther time will be

lost in informing the publie of it.
In additica to the ahove work the Congress has had

to work strenuously in fighting agsinst the continuons

passing of class legislation directed against British In-’

dians with the object, of depriving them of the right to
exist in this Colony—the Durban Town Conncil and the

Nutal Provincial Council have been the most active in |

this matter. . The Congress bag hitherto  adheared

strictly to constitntional menng in opposing every class -

legislation and in this direction it bas done everything
homanly possible. With the strong anti-Asiatic forces
present in Natsl the Congress bas bad to work against
heavy odds and if Natal Indians have been saved from

some of the harsh end unjust laws directed against them -
- dch as the Townships Franchise Ordinance it is certainly.

dne mainly to the labonr of the Congress, -
" With all this there are charges Inid against the {Jongress
‘officiulp by a section of the community which in fairness
to the officiala we fecl we cannot sllow to-pass withont
comment, We do nob wish to deal with the charges bere
which are of extravegance and waste of public money,
for they will sapeak for themselves when the acronuts

have heen placed before the pnblic. Moreover we do not

attach mnch importance to the charges as they are made

by those few only who have never been known to have -

sacrifioed even a little for the welfare of their brethren
bot many of whom have alwaya sided the enemies, for
monetary reasons or what we do mot know, and worked
sgainst the canse of their own brethren. - We feel. sorry
to have to disclose the defects of our community bat we
bave never . professed to be & perfect community -nor
-can any other community do so. This zection of the
community has formed itself recently into a leagne and has

advertised itself n8 the Natal Indian League. There are °

incladed in this League some responsible and infiuentisl
brethren of ours—responsible in the sense only that they
sre expected to know their responsibility being privileged to
be under better copditionathan their poorer brethren; and
infloential in the sense only that they are wealthier than
the resl, of their breth en.  What we wish to bring home
to this section of the commanity is that it -is bigh® time
that every Indian in this conntry realised bis _respon-
sibility. There is nu time for tinkering'if we at all wish

to remain in this country any better than belots, Ip the .

present circnmstances if onr forces are divided we arc
sare to fall. The only one course is to unite, - The
Natal Indian Congress is the recognised politicle body.in
this Province and it is the duty of every Indian to loyally
stick to this body. If they find any fanlt in the working
of the body or in the officials it is in their hands to
remove: the officials and elect new ones. Bnt to .adopt

n conrse such as the Natal Indian Teague has done ia to -

our mind very unwise. Most of the Leagures have no
inflnence in the community. To win that influence
honesty .of -purpose is required. Let them show that
honesty of purpose by, becoming members of the Congress
and gniding it as they would if they are dissatisfied withr
the present gnidance. o : -
The commonity excepting the Natal Indian League
which representes only its officials and a bandful of others

bave sho vn their appreciation of thé work done by the -
Congress by generously responding to ita call on every’

occarion.

The succers of the past work of the Congress has
been due to the able manner in which the President Mr.
Amod Bayat aod the Hon. Secretaries Messra, A, Chris-
topber pnd Sorabjee Rustomjee bave carried ont their
responsibilities.

it will be by no means an easy one.

"business: .

. LR B -
Mr. Amod Bayat we-have no hesitation in saying,
has proved worthy of his post a8 no other has done.
Of course we cannot ignore the great services rendered
by the-late-Mr. Dawood Mahomed. Bunt thinking of the
living Natalians Mr. Amod Bayat has been the ‘right
man to preside over the Congress. - The reasoms are
that he is one of the oldest residents of this Colony: he
is Jf & very calm and cool dispositior, he isa friend of
the poor as well as the. rich and bence he is respected
by all and he koows his responsibility for he has never
shirked it during his office even under dire circomstances, -
It iz a blessing to bave such a person at our head. _Ilis
term witl expire and he will be too glad to refinguish
i3 office and it will be a difficult task for the community -
find another in- his place. - The commanity will be
ise, we think, in re-electing Mr. Amod Bayat as the
l'ﬂiden(", PR I ) . 3 B A e ,‘ P -
Mr, A. Christopher with all his personal wotries and
troubles, and we know he has many, 'has labonred at
copsiderable sacrifice of time and energy to du his task.
And Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee like the chip of the old
" block with bis inexbaustive energy has mot hesitated -
even to suffer financial losa in carrying ont his responsi—
bility. " Messrs. Omar Hajee Amod JFhaveri apd V. 8. C,
Pather have performed their very responsible tasks. as
hon, treasnrers in an able manner and the members of -
the committee bave all done their bit as best as conld
be expected. - S . R
In view of the seriousness of the task” of the Natal
Indian Congress in the present political condition of this
Colony as affecting the Indian cowmunity we will not
be surprised if all these officials will be pleased to- re-
linquish their respective offices‘and it will be no small’
.task for the members of the Congress. to replace them: -
adequately, We would urge upon the members to give-
considerable thought to onr futare in -thia country. while
electing new officials. The times were difficuit enongh -
in’the past but one hardly needs to be reminded that
they will be worse in the future., We ‘may have to go
mach forther than passing resolutions and petitioning.
Under the circumstances it wiil be desirable to choose
able men and it will not be an easy matter to find -abler
men than those we have bad in. the past. ' We would
also urge apon those who are elected to think carefally
of their responsibility before "accepting their offices for.

NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS

_The Annual General: Meeting . .of ghé
Natal Indian Congress will  be . held ®on
Sunday, the 2nd March .1924-at '3 p: -m.-
at Rawat’s Bio Hall, Victoria Street,. Dur-
ban, for the transaction of the following -

Report-and Financial Statement, - .- -

" Election of Officials, .~ ... Lo
L
SORABJEE RUSTOMJEE ) HOvY.. Secs.
L . Natal {ndian Copgress
-+~ N.B.". No person shall participate at the
meeting unless hé has paid his subscription
of 10s. 6d. for the year which if _riot already
paid must be paid forthwith® to- theé Hony,
Treasurers Messrs, Omar ‘H.-A. ] havery’
and V. S. C. Pather, Foundry Lane, Durban,
or-before the commencemerit of the meeting
at the door. No. subscriptions will be
received -after the commencement of -the
meeting. ' L
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