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NOTES AND NEWS .

7\ e

vaal Hrivish Indian Association says that Mrs.

Sarojini Nuidoo ik acconzpanied by Mr. Jeevanjee
of Fast Africa.  Mrs, Naidoo is expected to arrive in
Jolauneshorg from Delagon Bay on the 27th instant.

-
-

?‘“ﬂ HE latest telezraphic message received by the T rans-

- : —r——

The Council of State for India, after an animated -

dchbnte, says a Reoter’s message from London, passed,
withont smendment, the Bill regolating the entry and
regidence in British India of persons domiciled in other
. pﬂessions.‘ The Rizht Ilon. V. 8, Sastri pointed ont
the necessity of passiug this measure of retaliation and of
reciproci § in view of the treatment of Indians in the
Colonics, especially in Sonth Africa and Kenya.

In connection with the above Bill it shonld be pointed
ont, the same message goes on further to say, that the Bill
it unofficiul, and i» the same as that passed by the Legis-
lative Asserubly at Simla in July last, and which was also
anofficial, Amongst the supporters of the Bill was sir
Ducaizasad Sarbadhikari, unofficial memher of Bengal.
Mr, Sustri, in his speech, advocated the edoption of the
Bil, not only as & mensure .of retalintion, buot becanse it
gave side powers to the Execative to pass necessary rales

if and when necessary. Sir B. N. Sarma, & member of the

Viceroy's Comncil, did not oppnose the motion out of
consideration for the passage of the Bill. He explained
thet the Government of India was not actuated by any

boetile motives neainat the Domivions, and regretted the | -

ciases onderlying the Bill, which, thongh imperfect acd
defective, still wnus not noworkable. The difficalties-were
not insuperable, and the Bill would not apply to persons
in the service. of the Crown. . '

i

* A large meeting was beld at Kierksdorp -fecently, says
nerter, o discuss the Class Areas Bill, the Mayor presi-
dingr. It was resolved thas Lthe Government be requested
to extend the scope of the Bill so as nltimately to segie-
gate all Adatics within a period of 12 months. It was
also resolved that the Municipality be cailled apon to take
legal proceedings against those stand .holders who had
leased stands to Asiatics as from May, 1919, for trade or

other porposes, ue

-

" An Indian named 8. R, Postum, formerly an assistant
in the Grey Streef Indian Post Office, who pleaded gailty
W 35 counts.of forgery and uttering in connection wish

money orders passed through that office in 1922 and |

1928, yviio was forced into a course of action throagh the
instznctions of his employer  the -seriousness or sigoifi-
cance of which héwas unable to realise or appreciate at
the vige but who, itomediately troable arose, made every
effort to assist the authorities in their iovestigation, was
sentenced by Mr. .Justice Tatham in the Criminal
Sessions last Tnesday to 12 months’ imprisonment wich
hard lubour. ’

A European named Meville Howard Verdon, who was
charged with fraud in the Stanger Suear Company in
that he guve Iis employers more eane than
they paid for, while the plunters, who supplied the
cune, were being deprived behind their backs of some of

-doue to any of the citizeny of Sopth Africa.

the weight of their cane, was discharged with e caution
by Mr. Justice Hathorn. . o

S

A Reunter's message from London dated Feb. 19,
states :—In the House of Commons this evening, re-
plring to Mr. Sourr (Lab., Mile End), Mr. Richards
(Under-Secretary for India) stated that- the purpose of.
the Kenya Committee, which the Government of Jndia
is appointing »in accordapce with the “decision of the
Imperial Conference, will not be limited to the proposed
Immigration Law. [t will be open to the committee to
make representations, not only in ‘that connectiou, but
als» on the operation of the. Franchise Law, and to
suggest modifications thereof if such -are deemed - ad-
visable. . . o ’

[

Capetown, Feb, 19 (Renter).—Members of the various
Indian Associations’ who -waited upon~ the Minister of
the Interior yesterday, have issued a statement declaring
that they are grateful to Mr. Patrick Duncan for the
very patient and sympathetic hearing of theit- case,
After listening to the Minister, the Indian delegation
hoves and trosts that matters in question will be' viewed
from a broad standpoint, 8o that no injustice " -wiil. be

-
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MRS. SAROJINI NAIDOO',
E wiil h_a'vé in onr midst eé'ilx:lie'xt fweek Mrs.

Sar¢jini Naidu wliose name hardly needs

introduction to the readers of INpIAN OpviON,
Blre is accompanied by Mr. Banarasidas Chaturvedi . who
is'acting as her secretary. “Mr. Banaragidas has done & .
good deal of work in the interests of -overseas Indiana,-”

- Mrs. Naida bolds a distinguished plice’in The' Mother-
land, not-only by reason”of her political and social
activities, but because of her literary gifts, Her poems -
of which she has pablished three volnmes, besides con-
tribating freely to Indian magazines, attracted a good
deal of attention in literary ‘circles in England some yeara
ago. In recent years, however, she has devoted a great
deal of her time to the national aspirations of our
Motherland, - e

"Mrs. Naidoo.is thie eldest danghter of Dr. Aghorenath

Chattopadhyaya, a doctor of science of Edinbuorgh .Uni-
versity and founder of the Nizam College at, Hyderabad,
where she ‘was born in 1879. She passed . the " matri-
caiation examination at the Medras University in ber
twelth year, and in her sixteenth. went-to England and
stodied first ab King's College und then at _ﬂirbon, antil
her bealth broke down, and, after, traveling in Italy,
returned to Hyderabad aud married when she was 19-

Much of Mrs, Naidoo’s poetry was “written “in the
earlicar years of her married.life. Tn later yeirs “ghe
engaged in cocial and political work and became 'a well-
known snd popolar speaker. «+ We have had the pleasare
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of publishing several of her publio speeches which are
always spirited and full of national pride.

‘¥n one of her ‘messnga to the wonanbool of {uk.
Mre, Naidoo said : * [t is the motherhodd of a natis
that alone is the anthentic measare of it3 work a2l
capacity. . ‘So -ghall the “great wmither b
served by her "miillions of daaghters in whou, thin'c
God, survives the Tmmortal spirit of Sita anl Bavitri,
snd the herom and heavenly women of our anuleub legeal .
and history.

Mrs. Naidoo is a great- Nationalist, sud ia & spee:t.
at the Lucknow Congress-in 1916, -in supporting salf -
govirnment for Tndis, she said, * [ am merely a spéct-
tor from the wateh tower of dreams, and I watched 4h:
swift and tronbled, sometimes chequered, hut aevertl:
Jless indowitable, time-spirit marching on “in ‘s psgeant

" of trivmphs to the desired- goal. We stand
united, but united with such .strength that nothing fron
dutside, mot even 'the tyramny ‘of -Colonial dominativn,
#Hatl withhold from us ‘dor rights -and privileges, with-
hold from s the “liberties that are due, -which we claim
by ‘our united voice.

- We are sure we have the support of every Indian in

the Union in; acoordmg ' very hearty welcome to onr dis- -

tmgumhed vigitors,

TE[E ‘CLASS AREAS BILL

R ‘Patrick Dorican’s réply to the deputation of
“thie' South African Indian Congress who waited
* on him'récently i contiection with the propo-

A}

7 scd GIa.qs Areas Bill bnuga us no ﬁlrther towards achiev- i

ing -*our . object whtch was o prevent. the Bill from
passing.
. Before hearing the deput.alnon the Minister of the Tu-
’ bermr stated . that the tepresentatives of Indian bodies
bad not treated the Government or himself fairly ingf-
gard to this. matter. ' “Before the Bill in question was
pubhahed it is ‘Stated, n copy of it was sent by the Mini-
gter to the Transvaal British Indian Association- which
“body Was ‘asked to circulate ‘the Bill, or “dopies of it, to ;
btlier Trdiar bodies. ~The idea boing that before the :
* Bill cdnde into Parliament the ' Minister might have the
benefit of 00nsnltmg the Tndian- representatives 8o that,
“if thére - was- sumethmg'bhey felt as a'grievadce and some-
thing the Mihister could remove from the ‘Bill, the thing

dight be done, bat o notics of this'was taken and the |

“people were whipped up into a btate elmost of frenzy.

‘On the’ face of ‘it this appears to be a  serions °

. ‘charge-sgdinit the Indian community but when looked
_into it there is ‘hurdly anything in it. "Ef the Govern-

" meént ‘really wished to. consider ‘the feelings of the
Indian dommunity it would have consulted the conoerned
party beforedrafting thie Bill'as to the advisability of brin-
ging snch a "Bill,
The Indian community kiew what was in store fo* them

- when General S8muts delivered his speech o the Govera-

- ‘mient’s Asiatio policy at the .S. A, P. Congress in
‘Mantzburg on the 13th of July. ~He conld not have

stated i clearer‘termn than he did what the intention ‘of |

the Govérnment™ was. Thdb in ‘itself was Sntﬁclenf. to

agitate the minds of the Indians. 'Why were ‘ot the

feelmgs of the Tndians considerefl -then ?, "And how the

Minister proféesses mneeut.y by saying t.hat. ‘the’ Govern-

Tient <wished ‘to_give us évery opportanily 'before the

Bill waa pubhéhe& ko’ pomb oub &by gnevancé ‘ﬁh:oh
\

But nothing of -the sort was “done. -

4.

could be removed if possible. That would also have
Leen 80 act of genarsdity however aparingly it may have
been shown. Bat as Mr. P. K. Nuidao the secretary of
the Transvaal British Lulian Aswcistion bas pointed
oub iu hiz reply to th: clarge laid by the Minister
agaiast him anl bis ce-vorkers, the Bill hal bsan sent
to bim on the 29th of Dacenber wal iun:liataly after

| be bad had espies mrle aal s:at then ta Nutal anl

before time hal biys1 given t» edasiler tha Bill an}
discuss it a'noagsb themaelves, is bl beea gazstte] aal
~made public propsrty. Lu &1 clrcd natancay, tha lea fors
of the Indian con nanity x1ll nat do obherwisy bat to
educate their fellow-0>natry n2au to the hu niliations they
wore going fo ‘be -sabjectel if the Bill was passed, anl
the object of the depatatioa iu urgiug p>3 the Minister
to grant them an iuterview was to point 01t to the
Government in no mucertain terms that the Feslia, g9 of
the Indian community wars just as stcoaz againib the
Bill-as, if-not more tlhan, the feelings of t.hcue wurn it
_is meant, toplease are in favour of it,

"It has ‘been wpointed ot ta the doputation that there
goetned & certain amount of misnnderstanding on our
part as to the objects and provisions of the Bill.

The object.of the Bill is quite -clear in- that it is to

| uffect the Asiatic community only aud to empower

every Municipality to provide for them u certsin arca
wvithont -which they may neither reside uor trade.  The

i
i

|
y
I
|
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vbject i8 to deprive & section of the ¢rm.aunity of a
right which they are entitled to hs human-beings. Tais
object of the Bill is quite clear and it i3 io itself
safficient for the Indian com:muaity to take the stroarost
possible exception to:the Bill.

. One of the tactors demanding recognition, the Minister
said to'the deputation, was that the closu associntion of
Earopeans and nou-[luropeans led to 4 certain measure of

il social fncmon. Now it is & woll knowa fact that thy

canse of this sgoial friction is not the atandard of life led
by the Indirn- but purely trade jealohsy on the pact of
petty white traders. It is said that it was represented to
the Government that it wos a bad. thiug for cortain com-
manities to have Kuropeans and Asmtws mixed np together
and that there would be less friopion and less troubles if
they were separated. —

"The ob]ect. of this Bill, it is.- stated by the
‘Mmmber, is to give effest to that feeling anl to
“remove that cause of friction. Here the object of the Bill
is stated truely, and it is this attitude of the Govera-
ment of giving ‘in -to every uafair and wareasonable
demand made by the anti-Asiatics that we strongly
oppose. We fully appreciate the very difficult position
in which :the Government is plaved” wad uawilling as
we ‘are to embarnas the Governmeat in its present
yosition “we' wish to arge upon' the leadera of the anti-
Asiatics such as Mr: Hullett and Mr. ‘Mackenrtan to
be reasonable and to think of the Britisk teaditions,
and at the same time, we wish to wpoint out to the
Government that it is not’the way of any good Govern-
ment to satisfy the tinreasonable desires -of a seotion of
the commnnity by oppressing an unrepresented people
and to take advantage of their inability to retahate
effectively in their own country.

Tle real agitution against Indians is that they.ure
oot wapted in this country because they are so energetio,
industrious and shrewdd in busiucss that they afford no
opporttillity to the Juzy and extravagent white tradef to
baccceds"fu life! But 'in these ciroumstances the
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ouly bopest and fair way would- be, not to bring
oppressive laws sgainst the Indisns to the extent of
making their life here an atter imposs ibility, bat to tell
them openly that th:y are oot wantxd suddrive theum
oat with or withont any compensation. That voald be
ab least considered honest however mnjast it may be,

Aguin it is stated by the Minister that the object of
the Bill is to prevent places -like Vrededorp, in
Johanuesburg, which was condemned by the
Agiatic Commission, springing ap. If this was
one of the objects of the Government we certainly
do not think that that cbject necessitated the in-
troduction of the Bill in question. It would be
the only proper thing to do if the squalid condi-
tions in the existing—without any segregation
lags—Indian quarters, for which the Municipali-
ties themselves are responsible were improved.
But that cannot justify the compulsory sogre-
gation of Indians as it is the imention of the
present Bill. )

It is pot the intentioa of the Government,
as the Minister states, of conveying a slur or
stigma on Indians or to make them out as of 2
lower civilisation. It seems to us that the South
African Goverminent and people have formed their -
own opinion about the Indian people. They
apparently think that they are semi-barbarians
and have no notion of what national honour and
self-respect is. If so they are Inbouring under a
mistaken belief. We have long passed that stage |
and we are indebted to the Uniou Government !
more than any one else for waking us up to_onr :
sense of self-respect. General Smuts told us that
in Indis we look down upon our own peopls :
aod do not have any political or social con-
nection with them and we should not object to
the same treatment meted out to us by the
authorities in this comatry.- It is being realised :
more and more in India that te keep oar brethren |
under these conditions is 0 cast a slur mpon
them. And if Indians in this. country are Tele- |
gated in the same manner, no mitter what the |
intention of the legislators may be, it is no
doubt a badge of inferiority placed wpon them.

There are a few things that can be said in .
favour of the Bill of which one is that it does
away with effect of Law 3 of 1885 in so far as
ownership of laad in the Trausvaal is concerned
aad the other is that the Government has a say in |
thes establishment of segregated aress and the
control is 'not left entirely in the bands of the
Monicipalities. But these are minor points and
do not in any way induce us to accept the Bi‘l
which is totally unjust in principle., === .

n considering a Bill sach as hhis; the Minister s;iye;,"'*
we must realise that the Goveroment had to take into |
account the sentiments of the different sections of people |
and in this coontry-sbove all the dominang gentiment '
awong all-Enropean people. We appreciate this.point of .
view but in a vital matter such as this, where principles
ase 8t stake; the Government canuot simply fgnore” the
sentiments of 4he.people who are being mictimized becg.
use of theic wesk position. Itis sgainst all sense of
justice. . ) .

| blackened by. this uajust Bill.” -~ "~ =

| destinutions. Mr. Chrirtopher

The Minister said to the deputation —“ Wha3
the Government has to do is to see that people who
are settled here, many of them fora long time,
and who are law abiding citizens, are treated with
fairness and justice, partcularly when they do not
have direct representation in the legislature of the
country which other sections of the community
have.” It is this that the Indian community has
been asking for all along. - This was the essence of.
the compromise arrived 2t between the Union
Government and the Indian community in 1914,
with the addtio® that, with regard to the adminis-
tration of existing laws, the Government would see
that they were administered in a just manner and
with due reqard to vested rights. . As Mr. Gandhi
has pointed out in his statement the- present Bill
copstitutes a breach of the above promise ' It was
a clear ouderstanding between Mr. Gandhi- -aa
the leader of the Indiar community and General
Smauts as the head of the Union Government that
the rights already by Inlians at the
time.of the settlement will nnt be interfered with
but that further rights will gradually be granted
to them. The Government, however, -has” broken.
its promise and has left no ground for the Indian
community to have any trust .in. its sineceritv.
Promises of treatment with fairness and justice
have often been given by the Government but - a
special meaning seems to he applied to the words
“ fairness ” and * justice ” which we fail to wnder--
stand. The present Bill goes against all prineiples
of fairness and justice when it takes away a long .
existing right of thg Indian community and which
is a birthnight of every human-being. - “Wa cannot
“recommend our brethren to accept such a Bill under-
any circumstances and we think it is incumbent
on every person calling - himself a° Britisher ¢ do-
all in his power to prevent the Statute Book being

TN ™ 2

- -—— L e
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After the above was in print we have received the fal*
text of the statement submitted to the Minister of the
Tnterior by the South African Indian Congress depatation
on the Class Area Bill which we hope to publish ix our
Dext issne. Al the members of the depatation éxcepting
Mr. A. Christopher have retarned to -their respedtive
"8 dae to arrive i few
-4 ® Toferrms o e

>

- -

days. *

. - THE CLASS AREAS BILL
- .- Depuramion MeErs THE MivisTer~ . .
Ms. Patrick Dancan, the Minister of the Interior, re-,
ceived the Sonth African Indian Congress deputation on
the subject. of the Class Areas Bill last Fnday the’ 15th

instant. - - - ’ -

Before the deputation proceeded with the addresses,
Mr. Duncan said : “ I do not think that your Tepresen--
tatives of the Indian bodies Lave treated the Government
or myself fairly in regard to this ‘matter. Before this
Bill was published 1 sent a ocopy of it ‘to™the-British
Indinn Association in- the Transvaal; dénd smsked it to
cireniate it, or copies of it,to the other Todian bodies.
My idea was that, before the Bill came -into “Purlizsment,
I might have the benefit of consuiting the representatives
of the Indian people, 8o that; ifthere was .somethingr .
hey felt as a grievance sad sdmething Ivconld remove
from the Bill the thing might be done, - but, 0o notice
whatever was taken of the Bill. _ - COUPAEEE

+'; Instead, meetings are held all over the conntry, people -
Jare whipped ap in a state almost of frenzy, and told thag
they mlﬁb& tuined body and sonl, and that their -liveli-
hood will be tpken away, that there shounld -be "passive -
registance and the like, and then you come to me. ™ - -

- What does it matder what I say sbout the Bill, whea
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you have told the people that they must resist it to
their last drop of blood.  Surely, this is not the way to
treat n matter soch as this, I wanted to have the
fullest consaltation with the Indian people, and nw the
thing is impossible. 1t is no nse saying nq}'b\ung. How-
ever | have undertaken to sec you, and will do so, and
1 will give every ‘consideration ‘to the points you pnt
before me " )
It was decided that tlie Minister shoanld receive the
deputation on Monday, the Minigter stating that, in the
interval, Le would read the docaments haoded to him
by the deputation. _ :
L . MmvisteR's RerLy :
- Capetown, I'eb. 18 (Reuter).—Mr. Pairick Dun-
can (Minister of the Interior) again received an
influentigl Indian deputatirn on the subject of the
Class Afeas Bill this afternoon, and replied to the
statements leid before him on Friday.

'hese statements, he said, seemed to slov a

certain amount of misunderstanding of the objrcts
and provisions ol the Bill. No Government colld
igmore the fuct that the predominating majoritv of
Luropeans were unwilling to share their politieal
privileges with pzople of Asiatic race, or even with
coloured members of the races of South Africa.

“ What the Government has to do,.in my
opinion, is to see that people who are settled here,
many of them for a long “time, and who are law-
abiding cilizens, are treated with fairness and
justice, particularly when they do not have direct
repieseatation in ‘the legislature of the country
which other sections of the community have.”

Another factor demanding v&cogaition was tha
the close association of Europeans and non-Luro-
peans lead to a cartain measure of social friction.
It had heen represented to the Govermnent that
it was a bad thing for certain communities to have

~Eurepeans.and Asiatics. Jvixed up together, and -

that there.wounld be less friction and less trouble
if they were separated. [he same held good i:
regard to trading. s

Tt is to givo effect to 'that feeling, and to re-
move that cause of [riction, that the Bill had been
introduced. In the statem nt before me attention
is called t) celtain remarks made by the Asialic

Commission as regards Vrededorp, at Johannes-

burg, aud that was held up as an example of what
swould happen if Indians were comnelled to live
in separate areas. - o
“Now it is just the opposite of that, tn my
mind. It'1s just to-prevent places of that kind
springing up that this Billi-has.c.een brought in.
The whole object of this Bif_[ “19.t0*avcid the possi-
bility of Asiatic people, or any ‘class of*pegple to
whom this Bill.may apply, being -foreed iritd a
particular area which is unsuitable for tem to
live iv,-and which gives thom no opportunity of
Tiving pétcefully and of cariying on trade with o
reasonable chanée of ruccess It is just to avoid
the location thit thg Bill has been introduced.”™ -
The Minister reitgifnted:’thgt there was no .in-
tention of conveying & slur ‘nr” sfigmison’ Indians,
or to' make them out as of a lower civiliSittion. .
“1f you think,” added D:Ir Dupean, * that! tl_l.(
Governmert ar ¢ always .olng to impose upon - yon
and use .evdry possible means of injuring yon,
then there is'no use arguing if you start from that ']
point of view 'But I ask you to look at the Bil
from the point -of view that the Government is
here .to see reasonable fair-play, and that they
will use all the power ‘they have to -sea thal the
Bill is carried out with justice and reasnn.- :

C.
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“You have tn aceopt the conditions of South
Alrica in regard to the Enropean races and non-
European races as they are to«lay. But in c¢on-
sidering 8 Bill such as that now before you, voun
must T alise that the Governmen . has to take intw
account the sentiments of the different s etion: nf
the people, and in this country above all the domi-
nint sentiment amony all European peaplo, ™

_Several members of the deputation replied, tho
gist of their remarks being as follows :
Indinns had no int:ntion of challenging 1le
supremacy of the Lnropean races. ,
All the Indinns wanted was to have a means, of
livelihood assured.

. Judging’by the way Indians have been treated
since Union, th?re were the stronzest reasons for
fearing what might be done in the future,

The Imperial Government had Yeen told that
“Indians wonld he treated in a brond and chital-
‘Tous spirit, but nothing of the sort Ind been done
in South Africa, whore promises made had not
been kept. ) -

If there was friction, it had nnt been initinted
by Asiatics, who had always been peaceful and
law-abiding.

- T e told to go and live in o
they considered to be debasing.

To evact segregation would be derogatory o
their national hononr.

Indians, who were British subjects, we tremed
in this manner, whor as Contineatals from Enrope
were nol; the latter, in fact, having a say in wlat
Mr.-Duncan called “4the predominant sentiment

- of the Europran community, "

particalar placoe

“ After further discussion the deputation with-
drew. ‘

STaTEMENT BY MR, Gaxpui

A Reuter's Roinbay messa e dated Feb. 15,
states =—Mr. Gandli, in s statement regarding
“the anti-Asialic movement in South Africn, ”
declares that the intradnection of the Class i&_reas
Bill i« princioally due to the trade jealousy o'[igthe
white retaileis. L

Ho declares that, the Bill constitutes a hreuch{-‘: of
the compromise botween. the- South African Gov-
ernment and the Indian community arrived, At in
1814 and contends that the British Goverkment
is bound #t any cost to insist npon the observance
of the terms of that compromise. g

Mr-Gandhisays: “ We in India may not ignare
the dilficulties of thb;y'u'iop Government, wiich is
dependent solely upon Th¥ will ot Eﬁrnpeu»r}é-: in
South Africa through' their selected faﬁf‘b%ulﬁ?ﬁ&q
to exclusion of Natives and Tndians. ™ A
. Mr Gandbi gontinues: * This was the original
+flaw in the Soutli.Alvican Constitution, and any
rellof for Tndians in South Afriea and Kenya due
to the pressure of publi¢ opinion wruld he only
temporary, and would merely postpone the final

act in the trigeily Unless soiti unforeseen radical
vhange occurred in India or Grtat Britain. »

Mr. .Gandhi also states as regards the Cluss
Areas Bill that if segregation ie {ully enrried_out
it meant compulsory repatriution without com-
pensation.

)

-~
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GOVERNMENT OF INIHA ACT

Delki, Feb. 14 (Renter).—At the, resnpied debate on
Runanshariar's resolution for the revision of the Guvern-
ment of India Act, and full Douinion status ia the
Empire for Indis, Sir Porshottamdas Thaunkerdas siid
the refurms had failed, but fudians would oot participate

- - - .y ¥
in the Goverament. An impression seemed t> preeail

that India existe] for the Serviees. The Euglish had
groesly betrayed their trostesship in reganl to Indians in
Kenya and South Africu, and Swaraj was the only solu-
t .u for India. . . N )

Pundit Malaviga slrongly sttacked all the Government
departmente, He said that [ndian priuces were in favonr.
of eelf-governm 14, anl orged that the entire Bri ish
Army shou'd be removed within a statedd period. .

Sir Basil Bluckett eaid all the members of the Assembly
were Swargji ts, bnt there were ditficulties in regurd
to the time and methods fer reaching the goal.

Pandit Mtilal Nebra said he was ot in fuvour of a
Boyal Comm‘ssion, but believed in the u-efuluess of a
roumd-tuble conference. ' '

The Assembly njected the resolution”in favour of sem-
toning a representative Conventim to jrepaie a couali-
tzion and eobmit it to Pariiament, o

In the conrse of fartiier debate Khan Bahadur Paiel
uried chat the army should be under lodian cunirol, but
wanted Lhe Britigh olficers and troops to s.ay. (Langhter).

Col. Gidney conrended it was a noasense to expeet full
respon -ibie government without a proper army,

Swaras Iesof.GTION ADOPTED

Delhi, Feb. I8.- Despite Go'ernment opposi-
tion and the advice of prominent m derates and
British commercial mep, the Legislative Assembly .
adopted by 76 votes to 48 the resolution moved by
Pundi: Moti!al XNehru, the leader of the Swarnj
Party. - ’ '

1

. The resoluti.n urges that steps should be taken
for a revision of the Government of India Act,
with a view to establishing full responsible gover«-
ruent; by summoning a represestative round-tabls
conference t6 recommend a scheme of Constitution
for India, and after dissolving tie Central Legis-
lature to place the scheme for approval bLefore a
newly-elected Legislature ‘and the submission of
same to Parliament to be embodied in statute.

Sir Henry Stavnton pointed ont that tha sub-
seription of the Swarajists’s scheme in place -of
the existing Act wanild Lo met by hydra-headed
oj:position in all parts of the country. Sir Malcom
Hailey, a Dome member, with the authority of the
Brit sh (rove:nment, announced that a depz';'.i;t-
mental inquiry woutd be held isto ‘the def-cts of
the working' of reforms over a pe:iol of three
years. If the [easibility of any advance within
the Act was noticed the Government would e
commend the use of the rule-making powér al-
ready provided. Hé advised members to truat the
British Government’s sincerity ag regards India's
constitutional advance towards Swarsj,

A

[

X with thg Colonial Office, in
t

N ATION.\L LIBERAL FEDERA'TION OF
: INDIA .

(Continsed fnm bage 37)
Tog ScHexe OF CoMMITTERS

I shall now briefly explain to yoo, if I may, what my
scheme waa, That is contained in my speech and also
in the speech delivered at the Conference by the Prime
Minister and, lest it might be anderstood, I would quot2
the formnla as contained in the latter in erfenso :—

“The Secretary of State for the Tolupies, on behalf

of His Majesty's Government, cordially accepted the -

proposal of Sir T'ej Babadur Sapra, that there shoold be
full cousuitation and discassion, between the Secresary of
State for the Colonies and a cqmmitter appointed by the
Government of India, npon ull questions affecting British
Indians domiciled in British Colonies, Protectorates and
Mandated territories. At the same time the Dake was
careful to explain that before d>cisions were tak'n, as a
resait of di-cossion with the committee, conanltations

with the local Colonial Governments concerned, and in_

some cases local enqumiry, would be necessary. .-

Forther, while welcoming the proposal, the Duke
of Devonshire reminded .the Conference that ~His
Majesty's Government bad recently come to certain
decisions as to Kenya, which repres:nted in their con-
sidered view, the very best that conld be done in all the
circamstances. While he saw_ no prospect of these

decisions being modified, be wonld give careful attention

1o such representations as the committee appointed by *

the Government of India might desire to make to bim. -

“ Sir Tej Bahadar Sapru, while taking note of the .

above statement of the Duake, desired to make pldin that
the recent Kenya decisions ceald not be nccepted as tmal
by the people of India.” . « -

I shall now askiyoa to sna!yée and examine the pl:ori-‘
sions of the formel4, which I have jnst quotel. While no -
doubt it is true that the Kenya decision have- poi-begn——

reversed—and frankly spesking T did not “expect that a

decision given by His Maje‘ty’s Government in Joly last

conld be reversed by the: Imperial Cunference in

October—I personally think that oar position is dis-

tinctly stronger to-day and the prospect is more hopeful.

_I do not wish to pat the case higlier thaa this, nor d» [

wish to. overlook the fact thab the real struggle will
commence now. After the Kenya decisions it --wag
generally nnderstood that the priaciple of equaliry em-

bodied in the resolutions of 1921 had been abandoned,:

if not direc-ly, at least by implication, and in important,

quarters there was nuta little nervousness as to what' the.
Conference might: do, if any one was rask enough o
raise the Indian question. - The resols, however, shows
‘that at the Conference of 1923, we have secarel a most

valuable endorsement of the revolutions of 1921.. Next,

we have re-openeq the Kenya door and there is reason -
now to hope that justice may in- the end prevail, The. -

Conference has now defivitely provided a scheme for

machirery which, if rightly employed, will go fer in the

futore to secure the proper investigation and the dge’ ;

remedy of the grievances und:r which indians laboar,
whether in the Colonies or in the Dominjons. Apart
from odr haviog-gained an unequivocal expression of
good-will towards our aspirations, from -the other
memberd of the British - Commonwealth—exclading

Sonth Africa—a very important constitutional "advance "
right of the -Government -

bas been secured, namely, the
of India to negotiate with the Colonial Office through
men appointed by ilself, for this and mo less is what js
explicitly provided for in the formola. Lastly, we have
again suceeeded in isolating Soath Africa. [ shall with
your permission here explin a litile more fully the
object of this scheme for ¢ o
: - TeE ScEEME EXPLAINED - .
Acoording te my scheme, the committee or b_ommit.tm
mast be appointed by, the Goveramont of [ndia and not,

e appointment of committees.

by the Secretary of State and will deal directly .

regard to all quegtions affeqa
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ting British Indiana in British Colonies, - Protectoratea
and Mandated territoties. If necessary, the committee
or committees to -be appointed will have to go, when
concerned with questions relating to ‘Indians in the
Dominions, to Australia, New Zealand and Canada, the
Prime Ministers. of ,which, conotries, expressed their
willingness to abide by the ‘resolntions of 1921, and to
give effect to their provisions with the help-and support

of theit Parliements. Mr. Mackenzie King and Mr. |

Massey agreed to receive such committecs and Mr. Bruce
thought that he conld give effect to the provisions of
those resolutions withont the belp of sach a committee:
To use his ‘own words, * Australian public opinion .is
ready o welcome, so far as the position of Indians domi-.
ciled in Auostraiia is concerned, any measure which is
conceived in the interests of the Empire as a whole.”
Turther on, - Mr. ‘Bruce summed onp the position as
follows : — . el Tl

« In view of the positiod which exists in Australia and
the consideration which has been given to the question,
there-is no necessity for o committee further o discuss
the matter such ag' has been | snggesied by Sir Tej

Bahadur Sapro.  While L appreciate the spirit in_which, |-
it is put forward, I do nob think in the special circom-.

stances of Australia there.is any necessity for sanch
action, - On my return to Australis I will consult with
my colleagues as to what action can be taken, ” -

In reply to.this I stated as follows :—-

% We do nyt want to send a committce to creats any
agitation in bis country (thaf is, Mr, -Bruc¢'s)—or for
the matter of that, any agitation in any country, and
can absolately feel sure that, that is not what 18 at the
back of my mind; but if it is necessary, for us to_explain
onr position to you and. help you in the problem, for
Heaven’s sake do nof refuse to accept a commitiee like
-that, We want simply to help you, and if, without re-
ceiving & committee from my Government and, ‘my,
conntry, you can solve the problem, 8o wuch the better
for yon, 8o ‘much the better for us, and 80 much the
more creditable to you and to your Government.”
TTTTTRETY (79 beContinued.)
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-~ FOR SALE OR HIRE -~
AT 140 QUEEN STREET, DURBAN
On Second. aad Third Floor

| Restaurant” =

Complete with furniture and. plenishing,

consisting of lirge Tea Room, large

verandah, sitting room, k.p.b, CL

‘Billiard Room; complete with one -téble"

and agc'essdries, and furniture. .
Photographic Studio, with cameras and
usual appurtenances, . _ R §
Four large rooms, kpb, and large
verandah, complete with furniture,  ,
. Lease for reasonable period will be glven.
- Tenders will be received for the whole or
any portion of above. - '
For further particulars
Apply— -

r

7 110, FIELD STREET,
S e Durban.
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The Annual General Meeting of the
Natal Indian Congress will be held on
"Sunday, the 2nd March 1924 at 3 p. m.
at Rawat's Bio Hall, Victoria Street, Dur-'""
:ban, -for ‘the transaction of the following
‘business :

» Report and Financial Statement,
Election of Officials.
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