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NOTES AND NEWS

H :ﬂ AVING applied in October to the Central Hous- Mr. fames McBride, one of Durban’s leading business

ks

Y TYI I

ing Board for sums totallin 200,000 for | men, who had been on ashorttrip to Australiato visit:
huﬁjsing Natives and Indinhsgin£[)urban, the | his married sister in Melbourue, on his return regently,'

Town Council received the following reply from the | gave an interview to a representative of -the A‘a'rat’:
sceretary of that body :— Mercury, In the course of his interview, Mr. McBride

«[ am ditected to inform you that your Couacil's | is reported to have stated : - What struck me most was
application for a loun ol £100,00e for providing ad- | the almost entire absence (:f blacks and c,olonll:ed..
ditional native accommodation and aiso a sum of | people, and 10 my mind the * White Australia lp_o icy
£ 100,000 for erecting houses for Indians within the | 1s their most valuable asset. The waot of co oured
Borough was considered at the last meeting of the | labour i the North is no doubt retardiog the develop-:
Central Housing Board, and to express regret that | ment of that part of ihe country tor the present, butJ
there are no funds available for meeting the applica- | this handicap is of little accoqnt"comp_lred_ with the
tion.” great advaotage the “all white” policy -is ‘to the'

country as a whole. ” A

The above letter, having been duly considered by | - —_— , NI
the Council-in-Committee, the following recommenda- Lahcre, Dec. 8,—In pursuance of the decision ot the'
tion was on the agenda for last week's meeting of the | Punjab Government, the gaols have been emptied af
open Council :— the Sikh prisoncrs arrested in conpection with ‘the

“ That baving regard to the letter from the Secretary | Akali agitation for the ejection of the incumbents of-
of the Central Housing Board’s regret that there are | the shrines. The released prisoners, who up to the
go funds available for meeting the Council's applica- { present have been over 50 or under ‘18 years of age;
tion for £ 100,000 for the establishment of an Indian | were cheered as they marched in procession through
village, and £100,000 for providing additional pative | the streets, The control of several of the minor Sikh s
accommodation, strong representations be made to | ghrives has been voluntarily offered to the Sikh
the Hon. the Minister of the Interior, urging that the | Rejorm Cowumittes.—Reuter. .
Government make provision for the above amounts to .
the Durban Town Council on its next estimates,
particularly having regard to the statement of the Hon,
the Minister in the House of Assembly on the gth
May, 1922, that, * Municipalities which did their best
10 encourage Asiatic segregation would receive Govern-

L

This is but another instance of the victory of Passive
Resistance, The sufferings and tortures the Sikhs
have undergonc will remain as a monument for the .
future generatiuns ol how liberty is achieved. The"
Sikhs have paid a heavy price for the liberty they hive

ment assistance, ' upoo which assurance the Durban
Corporation submitted its application for a housing
loan of £ 100,000 for the establishment of an Indian
village.” The above motion was carried by the
Council without dissent.

obtained and they have every reason to be pioud of
the noble example they bave set to India and to the'
world. The Government will have little reason to be-
proud of any concessions on their patt, for it is not they

that have given the concessions. It is the mightier
and the unseen Power that has heard the pathetic cries’
ol the innocent S-khs.

Indians pay taxes po less than Ewropeans, but in Comitbeee
return, they have not ooly no representation but they
af® debarred from almost ali other conveniences and
comiorts epjoyed by Europeans, The mighty little
that is speot on Indians is grudgingly spent, which-
fact was evident from the suggestion made at the last
session of the Provineial Council that the amount
spent on [odian Education should be curtailed. Having
r¢gard to the (act that the ordivary comforts that the
citizens are entitled to evjoy are restricted ooly to
the white section, tbe question naturally arises as to
what is being done with the money derived from
Indians and natives. Is it not only fair that this
amount is spect on them and no where else? The
excuse that they wish to encourage Asiatic segregation
would seem nothing else but bluff on the Couneil’s
part to secure the above loan.

The Star Bulawayo correspondent states :—

During our recent referendum campaign, practically
all the Indian, native and eoloured votes were sccured
agaiast Union on the grounds that there' is 0o - gork qf,
colour bar in Rhodesia. How far this is from being
the case we are rcminded by a fine of £z5 or faur
months impoged upon a coloured man in the local
court in connection with a mining lidence. The charge.
f was that the accused secured the lieencé 'in” the pame .
of another mac, but it came out.that: being -coloured
he was not entitled to such a ligence. Aunother affair
bearing upon the samc general question’ is a second
instance of the Administration havinz granted a trading*
licence to an Indian after the Bulawayo Municipality -
had refused the application: -It {s said .that this' over- .
ruling of the decisions of iocal authorities will be pre-,
veoted once Rusponsible Government is.in operation,

On the other hand, if this loan is granted and the
work of establishing a0 * Indian villiage * as it is called
commenced, the step will be one without the slightest
appreciatjon or cooseot of the Indian community.
Indians have strongly protested against the Govern-
ment’s segregation policy, and forcible imposition can
lead only ‘o dissatistacior among the: jection cog-
certied aud a condequant hrsanb of peace,

T QAT S . ded-
The Londus correspondent of the. Sés» (Johannesburg) .
writes as follows :— Lo e, .
Mr. C R. Das, a Hindu luwyer, who used to make '
a big income frem his practice at ‘the ‘Calcutta - Bar,
has now take 1 up the .mantl3 compulsorily laitl* aside-"
by Gaadhi whan that famous 'agitdtor..antercd ptisans

’ * ’ " .
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olf togeotly lﬁ[t llo ter erwpg AIX
na ug " rg mq i (ul

I‘I‘ ": lo ] h;g, LarJ, nna ay.

%m‘}f, ? ;nopga that \Dus would
rom his mugulde ways, for ho was not

theo & conspicuous extremist, Now is the leader
of the Congress Party in Beogal, and recently he was
infxmed :haulm State of Kashwir did not desire his
he jntended to take part in political propy

m“ ind. b0 pows. from._Calcutta, Das, who
has & porsonality with a grip oo large Indian audiences
second only to Gandhi's, has decided that the time
has come to scrap vague idealisms and concentrate on
what he describes as practical politics inspired by real
ideals. It is significaat thit the first step advocated
by him in the detailed programme which he is placing
belore Go W juprecisely the.same as Mrs: Besant's
Home, Ruleachome, minus.the stipulatian * as .mem-
qithe British Commonwaalth,”, 1 Das achicves

q ARY, bqhevp to.be his, real object—combmatuon

W a0.8.4ammon platiorm for the purpose
¢
m&

oy&l;umant to graot drastic extensipns
gnugu ;q(ormp—events may.move very last

tha, naxt year,..dn some quarters it is thought
.!]u succoss, would imparil ,the refarms. provided
, §$roveroment .9f . Ipdia Act;. and might even
12, £o0d saanan lor the capsalof the. measure de-
ol $9.gwxa.Igdia a gradual probation in the science
of seligovornmant.

A Democratic Reform League has recently heen
Io Duthan.with My, H. G.. Mackeustan, K.C.

M, L . chairmgn, of,. thp . Leagua... The Lsague
nx to,wack {or the adoption bg. the existing
<Pparties .04, . among others, . th=. following
PFJP‘:!PIQI"and the, cacyipg.out of. them eftactive
HMAIuTes m,aﬁcorda 4. therewith :v=(r). The. mainteo:
A..91. westarn, elvilisation . an1 ideals . and their
yemacy. in $outh Africy,, (2) The maintenance of
acraRy, o, g.ovptnmant. ..(§) - The development
with State-aid.of genuine Sauth African industries, and
the encouragement, with, §tate: md of suitable European
Iu.n‘n‘F tion, | (4)uf£hp ;eco aition of the right of ths
verac al outh lnca 0 eyeit:p aong lme; ol
l(lereci brogteu in mpemte and adequnte

e d ——ihdd  »

.I . ¢ an "‘_'_
Mys quprectyin l;“ bsemlpldﬂ ay to w]nt polmy _the

NG, maptio

Do - tz‘m League . withet .to adopt, with

' inticsquastinn, ., But, seeing.that. Mr.

tap, Ao aL $ha Jraxd, the segregation ol Asiatics

lll'ﬁ.itﬂ be, styongly advogated,. and there is. little

%jm.!ho Loague being a blessing to the Indian
community,

2 Fl’l‘ki Tl MlsstoNARY!

HE ?Vata! He":):? which ha'l durmg recent yeﬁrs
"30 A ;‘:ry &egra labh awtu 8in regari to

‘ y,Quesl:rq n this Prm,n {\ his,in_ ite
. mderptte m Indlan R-mt-

axprusses niulactton that am g thass

tod & lm bmborhon ot womug aad ' children

not lngelul of

'.E‘ - -
h,n aqn aﬂ vid gi" ft }Ll,, l;nceve;,
way st oAy,

DL QBTN S lnd a Syarage Indian is ot cnthummc
‘wbaut polltlt.'l. thmlnng fll’ wore. absyy, bsing his owa

-Im.downar a-nd ‘nl own mm?rl” Tho trentm nt ol‘ y

Tndlans la Naisl; it 325, bas not bses of so harsh a
ugburo as to in“duca unuy Indiant to fornks the
caunt" e Thag evince, o ken desirs t3 gw- un th-
eqq.garntw;ql! cnng{ort\b,lg‘ oxigtangs. ‘they, hage hore.”

Havm; stid thia, onr c1ﬂtmpm-y.g1e| a1 5y.prnh
that * matters, howaver, have changed in recent years

-9
¢

-

1 thy,paditions of lfe in, Nreal are.

with tha bestowal of Home o; Damiaian rule in India,
and som> of th yuunger :ml more e ucatl.r-d Indians
may, nnti shoulj leel the “eall of ths Eut » ;md devote
themselves §6 tf'ae service ofthe countr§ of their ances-
tors, thus showiog their true patriotism.” The paper
advizses the Government that * they could circalariss
literature settlng forth the new atmcnonl in India,
establish do office in Calcntta, Bimbip aani .Mudras,
to assist the returned emigrants, and geoerally make
the path easier for them, even goiog so far as to
employ agents—a kind of patriotic missionaries—to
encourage the lndmns to retura and affyd evary
opportuaity tor young Indtanu aad their families to
esta.bhsh tha:r homes in the laad of their foreipthers, ¥
To put it m a nutshell our conten;pomry’s advica is
tha.t evergrhtng, pnistble lhould bz done to pack
Indians off to their own country,

The remark that ls rudgm Iy m\d hy our con-
temporary that ‘he C01 uou; osi life in Natsl are not
onerops may ba abmlutely true in comjarison with
with the. conditions ia Iadia. And it is for that slmple
reason that I-:dlans, with the exception of tham thit
wera brought here as slaves, had venturei to cow: fo
this cotncry; Just @5 the vast number of aliens have dona;
Indians, of course, ware quite coaflident that being
citizens of 3 common Empire they would raceive, ths
respact and hospltahty due to tham from thsir fellow-
citizens. They are mtunlly surprised €0 sas _quita
the reverse pasition—that alieas are welcaned with
open drms dnd feit, unmoleséed while British indiags
can ﬁnd no room |p any part o} the Enpite t) which
thev belong While ﬁuauclally the, condmom of life
here maj be said to be comparatively comlortable. the
coudntlons ol lite pohtu:ailir are #holly uncOrp{orhble
56 lar s Indnns dre co':cerned (i ndlans hive
been qulef mth regard to thelr p‘)llllf"l' gnevmran 1‘
does not, necessargly mﬂan.,n! our contemponry w)uld
have us believe, that they have o grievances. Their
quistude is aoly an évidence that Indany ace lovars of
peace. Had there beea ang other paoplﬁ in their
pluce ihe Goverumeut and people of thls counlry would
p-rhaps huve expeﬂenred ang bel‘ore now so i)tttur
tunes Bqt udlang |nve ba*n pment in l:he hupa
that some better understandm'r will, yet ba, p:m:blo by
n-gotiations betwzen India and ths Uoio1 Gaveramnt,

While Indlans are th|t11”sl pztlently \nntmg the Natal
Merciry and gthers under fts leadership seem to be
coucemed that the pohncal candt;mus ot Indmns 4.0
not yet made n1u|te sufficiently bad. eaoush to
drive theam voludtarily out ol this country ! [tis well
far i:he Natal J{m'm yto suggest to us that we nhou[d :
go to tndla aud daé'élt'e ourselves fo thﬂ ?erwce oi
ol mo(.h=r ;qunt;y but wo waul& ML anr cca]ternp)rlry
n3t ta fargat the [mp*rlal Mn-ct ol t.he question. The
Bﬂtlsh Ffu;ura. has nat yt dicided d:fiitely to saver
" its connacttou wtth [ndia. Op th: c> m'a.ry it ls
strg;glm; wltll n|! it mtght to clmg to, fn *ln 8) fonr 1
ay that.ig ths pIsition gn;l,'pq loag ag {uimus"gre. au]

citizans.al the, E'p,‘)ll'e. a pagt of that Exppira cynaat with
the slightest profession to loyalty to thit Expire-—1nd
indead South Africy prafessss thy mat—uk thim b
cleir.aut of theic, brandiey.  SHwth, Alricy samr to
forgat that its presant attitude is a3 though it i n2
coqne"tmn whttmsver with tha Eahire,: Un lv-r such
circit numcgq it woull b2 only hagert rm itse pxrt fo
o')anly Aarlare its mhr-p At fuat, ,nhy tra., par'.n
at the same tima. Il South Alrica were ocutside the
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Empire it cirtainly would hiva the right to have its
oxvway.  B1s bzing within the B aoiez it is in duty
bawad to actia a munaer thit wdl noat imperil the
Empité,  Yes, missinaarics are ri:et; 1+d very badly. Nut
“ q_:lri')lic missionaries ” of th2 kind suggested by our
coutemporary ; not those who have made it their
business to mer:ly iiwcrets2 Cndistizaity Bt thos:
whio could s Caristianity (rom Ksing kill :4, Chreistian
priaciples, on which the British Em ire is baidd, lf.?il_i
bhing fliut:d, 55 that thosr whs profess & be
friznds of the Enpirz my not bacom: th: very
enemies ol the Empiret ‘Pae repateiatiay schime is
based on entirely ua-Christian principlss and its end
will be & blissing nat anly to th: Indidd eoininarity
but to South Alrica as well as t'ie E npire.

ST. AlDAN'S INDIAN HOsPITAL
OreraTiNG THEATRE OPeNED By Bisuur

For six years now, St.. Aidan’s Hospital in Leopold
Street has been unostentatiously pursuing its work for
good among the Indians and . coloured population of
the town. ‘The work has not been without its..reward,
ier numerous cases have been received since the hos-
pital was started,.and in the greater pumber ¢ures have
been ecffected.  Although several donations have been
received, it has only just been possible 1o riise the
amount necessary for .an operating thealre which is
badly nerded, and last Tnursday dliernoon the openibg
ceremony, was performed by the Bishop ol Natal
There was a represeotative pathering. of both. Euro-
peans and_Indians at the cermoay,. while. the Bishop
was supported by Archdeacon. Hodson,, Fither Harp
and the Revs. Maddock, otter and Grellier.

. After a shprt and supitible service of..prayér, the
Bishop of Natal said: " My Friends,—\Vhatever may
be the attitud: of the Christian and the .aon-Christian
public, towards the wark-ol the Indian Mission being
carried on by the _Eaglish. Church here in Durban,
there is no one, L thiok, who can_withhold his sym-

pathy and support from that department of the work .

which is visibly expr-ssed in the hospital where we
ave gathered this alternoon, . All men and women—
and especially those who are. pamed by the name, of
Him who showed . when He was on.earth such teader,
bsautiful, and perlect sympatby with, all suicrers whom
He came across, to whatever pationality or cliss in
society they belonged—know, that the Mission is doing
a good work jn. ministering to the . physical, s'ckaess
and wggakness of their Indian sisters here in this towa,
How many there are of these in need. ol such relief
we know betler than we.did, becayse of what we saw
when Mr. Hickson was holdiog his healing. mission_ in
luthan and elsewhere. And_ agreed..upon. that, they
will recngnise that any _extension to, the .bui'dings at
the hospital, and any: improyement . to.. its,.«quipmen?;
which will ensure that, the min’strations; to . these
people are carried out under more, lavoi:rabla_}:dndi_-
tiops, are good things also, and whijch .call. for_their
practical assistance., It i3 upIp an.improvement sof
the conditions. uader,which the work in . future ;will be.
one that we have just now asked .God's- blessing.. It
is a much-peeded addition to.the hospital that I-now,
in Christ’s. name, declare opes..for the use .of our
suffering f=llows of the Indian. psople amangst us, ...
«*In doing s I want to cougrainlate Nurse_ Cole—
ta whnse:uaselfish, brave, and-devoted. service L.am
gratcfol for the oppartunity. ol bearing. .public. testic
mony—on the.accomplishment.of a . desire she: has
lTong-bad, and also ar the(suegess, wiich has:met-her
¢ff 1rts to raise the required {unds. - Non ought.we to
forzet tn: acknowiedzai the, helpe secured Lhroagh vthe
gnnd cfiices of the'superintendent of iihe Indian M.
sion, from the Society for the Propagation of the

tof

G rspel, and for the ex ehsidn of the- fudzical. wotk. of**
ths Miswon, [t wis on his reprasentations thit £33’
s ben saiit ont by the Siciety,.And here lot "me say” -
how veey sorry Mo H bied-Waee da not to be hiretd:
diy. O ily eng yemets in connention with thy Missicd
in the north of Ni al; maile ining . wseks ago) -prevont
him bzing here,  § ketai he would liké m3 td.say_that-*
h:is in perlect Sgmpa hy with what-iec are doing to- *
day; and to tall.gm whit pertiaps will be-néws. to s»me
of gou; thit.the $ sciety is 5 ndiag bo- a secy-wd nueging ™
sisier L assist Miss. Cole—1 Miss - Kite Wells) . Sha¢
will bz leaviny. gl and edrly in th: new géar; and hey-©
e ruing and i -lp will bl greadf, | am sure; to the -
wsefulaess of thee Bospital,  Her -salarg- #ill - be 1iadt-
by ih: Siciety'wanch gends het, . . . . . %
A fow mimitss ago [ ¢ mgratulled. Nursd Cote o
her suca-s: in rasing tunds dur this ad ‘l‘iti 1 which we
have j 15t now. opaaed.  List however; there sh uild
be any m sud =i w il an @ lelt yog should go away
d s1pointed o hividig halny prisiinil wag of show-
ing your sympattiy this al ergo m wah the,medicil side -
of the Missibo; I should lik: t6 .inake it cledr that for
the operating th ates uiuzh is still deelel.th fiinish it
¢ mplete, and that for the purchase ol 1his equipment
fiir h r.funds or: eaquiced, .1 .am sure thet ou: of the
prititi-le. you fave o Alilighty @5d fot tbe good °
h:al:h .which 9w erjip. a7d out ot sjmpathy with
thase less foriunate thian youssives, g.u will, give
grncrotisty to th: ¢ #lectina whicli is now going. tp be
mife. F rsuch generoirs giving yw Jave .the, en- -
couragement contrinrd ih ths words of. Him ,#lidm .
mny of us balitve to by the Siviour of thie bodies. gs
well 35 of the soul of then. It is not ,proposed..to-
stai the goo | work whers it .stands ko dag. lo.whE |
future w. wish,ta see 4 miach largar placa erected sﬁ
that the haspital con accoiimdiare ale ai well as
femte pitients.. A- presentoaly a lew males can pa
taken in and sh i sliepnl places mugt necessarily he
0 the vernd i, Shiull aagone wish 16 .send dapg-s.;
tions. Lr th-anlaizeém st of. th: Pregdat ‘Plada, they™ "
shanld be addressed. to. S:, Aidan'y- Hdiplt&l,"’ ?‘if,, ==
Leopald Street, "—Natal Mercury. S
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RPN BT AT BTN AT A IR T T
CAN EUROPE ‘RECOVER ? »
(bv M C. F. A¥bRewsy - -~
FRU TR B LS TR SECTR A TR T
The, lruth abaut the state 61, !ium,iz:: haz only slogly: -
fi'tered ibrough to lodia sod the .East, . Bit the_tipig -
his now c um - when the ciisis which.has_beeid reahed
can bz ) miger.concealed. It % becoi ng, caalised
that in spite ol Baripes.inipodiog ftrugtuce which, stil)-.
fills the p ripective of history and _logms. Juge ,p
every b 'r 2 n of the mind, there is 3 (o t=ring and 3
crumbling gaing on in Luropk sitice the Wir which, il
not arrested, must snod end ipicollapse. . .. _ .
. Earthquake, shicks are | still.funning, éprgj;ss__,,t]ig_ i

s

‘grwad fiom Russia westwards, - Th.y are, 1t i, gverg

wost r capitala, It is nat anly Maseow,. Batragrad aad

- Kreft which to.day arc #hidows. of this.torgar greatwess;

hollow shells wh re belore, humap life. was, theibhing
21l sciecce, way, alerty Warsay, ..Cracoa,: Vieyny,
Bgharest, Co zstantin wle, Buda Pest,, all .alikg_ sbhow
signs of impd ading decling ., (Ehe ingrigble, tread,of

-desotatio » furth: r and durthor toithe:Wask s sat, in,

What is bzing realised at Jast by.th:.whela wsspyn -
warld is. the naked -lacy that.since_the Geeat Wag,
which began more thao cight years aco, thu.ecopomic
condition. of .Europe, insteal ok - pidly dimgroving has
gaa: fcom bad 1o wosse.. tAs the years hmu.unnn..b;". .
pne © untrg after.a jothoer has,gunk jnta.praciical :hank: "~ °
1upicy; paper money has hecam : salinsless.on ey Sy
alimad; the amenijties .of. civilisatton have wanishad,
and taciety:ns.a muial. ¢ -operative :hond.hys, given - -
place taindividunlrgreed;rt 1liouiness and despair, pen . .
- As thaugh iundera dark: shadow ob: ecdipse;oepnh -
tountsy in Eumpe: in: (ues'thas: baspopassing into -the
darkness and it would seem as though Ihe shadow
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would creep further and further over the map of
Europe westward uatil the shores ol the Atlaatic are
reached. The Latin couatries, [taly, Portugal a~d
Spaio, are no more immune thao the regioas of the
Teuton and the Slav.

H: G. Wells, indeed, in ope of his recent publica-
tions, looks turther still into the {uture and predicts
that this extinguishiog of the light in city after city ic
*Burope will rerct upon America itself; that darkness
‘may at length overshadow the western cities beyond
thé Atlantic and pot the European citiss alone, He
points out that when a dead rot sets in there is no
pousibility of telling where it will stop. He marks the
significance of the fact that, already ucemployreat,
both in the United Kingdom aud in the Uaited S.ates
‘hias reached ucsheard of proportions. The men who
sre willing to work and have no work to do, pumber
millions instead of thousands. The dowalall of credit
in.one country immediately affects the geighbouriog
gountries round it, just as a fiercely burning house in
a densely. populated street involves the neighbouring
houses in its own conflagration. Thus the wind of
Mr. G. H. Welly, who himself has seen wmost ol the
eountries with his own eyes since the War, can now
ennceive no other picture, as events are moving lorward,
than that of the colidpse of Europe and with it finally
the collapse ol America in gpite of its coffers bulging
with useless gold. There is, he tells us, only one
avenue of escape. The whole mentality of Europe
-and America must be chauged.

. Maxim Gorky has preseated bsifore the eyes of an
almost incredulous world a picture which is even more
anmbre io its colour and tone than that of H, G. Wells,
His warning is given to the whole of LEurops and it
has found its tragslation in every language.

.+ “Dr. Nansen;” writes, “ that great heart burning
with active love of humanity has given us couacerning

Russin,  terrifying picture of reality. But, in truth,

-thereality itself is aven more terrible thaa. his picture.
»{Far the heatt ol Eurdpe has growan callous. Not even
+a)l;:Dr. Nansen's persuasive force will pepetrate the
“deep, the indescribable indiflerenca of the Europeans
ito-day. - ‘Nauosen, Keynes, Nitli, aod a few others,
rwriting to uphold the voice of r:ason and conscience
'jo- humanity, have uttered flaming words on the need
of ‘awakening the love of one’s neighbour and restoring
between European states the relation of reason aad
justice. . -But as yet, there is nothiog to lead us to hope
.that.-auy great sympathy has been aroused for the
~millioos of Russia. Men of the race ol L=o Tolstoy
.and Dastoievsky are dying of starvation and sinkiog
.jnto cannibalism, There is, as yet, nothing to en-
. pourage us to hope that the irrefutable evidence, which
-.has now been produced of the pillage of Germany, will
. ever movesto pity those who are obstinately aimiog at
<her economic destruction, ”

Maxim Gorky goes ome to point out that with the
:-economic destruction of Germany the collapse of the
whole of Europe must come;.and yet men are mad
‘enough to be ready to face their own destruction,
-:yather than forgo their revenge, Bafore the war he was
» enthusiastic about the civilisation of the Weit But
since the war, he has lost faith in the genius of Europe.
For the peoples of Europe have becoms; tainted and
.qoirsened in spirit, as though som2 vile poison from
.within had been destroying her noble pature. All the
brilliant intsllect of Europe now seems to hini to have
-been warpsd by the war fever, to have bzea blinded by
.the war passion, This hag bsen the overwhelming
‘tragedy of modera history, acted out before the eyes
of living men. Can Europe survive? Cra humanity
recover irom this creeping paralysis which has
‘attacked the brain of the world ?

:+" « Burope, ” Maxim Gorky continues, “ is still to-day
‘the tentre of the creative activities of the world of
giind, whence have radiated-the arts and sciences and
techgical gifts, that have already produc:d such mar-
vels. Ido not torget, at the sams time, that her
‘politicians add exploiters; pames which are really two

differeot words for the same thing, have been nc--!
customed to My thsie victims alive. Yet we must i
!'emember that Europz spread through the warld the
ideas of equality and the wealth of her scientific cul-

ture. Her very rapacity has given birth to salutary

protest. Her very insensibility has engendered asni.

rations towards a finer humaonity. Such has been the -
feature of the past. But it seems to me that Europe, -
10 out owa day, has lost irrevocably her moral author-

ity as a creator of the things of the spirit. After lour

years a bestial war of white Christendom, and in her

present callousness towards the agoaies o] Russian

peasants who are starving, she is tosing the respect of

the people of Asia and Africa. Her moral prestige is

vanishing before their eyes. ”

In the same article, from which I am quoting,
Maxim Gorky states that this shifting of the moral
centre of gravity in the human world away [rom
Europe may bring about consequences which are hard
to estimate or even o imagine. The chaoge has
come 3o suddeniy like an eatthquake shoch, that it is
difficult to see what can bs immediately placed like
scaffolding in place of that which is decayed in order
to prop up the tottering edifice of hunanity and avoid
the collapse of the world. These shocks ol eacth-
quake may not be over aod it is oot clear what may
happen next if they continue.

“1 am not, " he says, * 2 man of politics, I am only
a Russian, conscious of the great importance of Eu-
rope to Russia aud the rest of the world; conscious
also of the prodigious brain of Europe which has con-
ceived the vast creative ideas of humanism and social-
ism, Through wonderlul scieatific achievements and
indelatigable labour Europe has endowed the whole
world with an admimble technical equipment.
All this I ackaowledge. But I do not forget that the
Europeans are a minority of the population of the
glabe; nor do I fail to remember that there has beea
formed within the European community itsell an
extremely numerous class of men for whom nothing is
upliiting; whose servile labour and humiliation and
hunger, the patural result of an abominable closa
system,—{eaden and destroy their minds and bodies.
All this drives me to the belief that as formerly in the
days of the Roman Empire, so now with this new
Empire of the West, the collapse of Europe will result
on the one hand from the pressure of the {oreiga races
{from the outside, and oo the other hand from the
explosion ol noxious gases accumulated within,—
rapacity and envy, greed and retaliation. Those who
in Europe have long had for their motto, * After us
the Deluge ! will no doubt make mock at thuse ideas
ot mine, Butit would be much better to devote a
little thought to them. It seems to me that they con-
tain truths worthy of practical consideration b all
gerious and upright meon. ”

1 have quoted largely from Maxim Gorky's statement
concerning Europe because he has himself suffered more

. than most men the anguish of what had beea taking
place in his own couatry and amoog his owa psople.
He is not speakiog from the lips of others, but rather
giving painfully in dstail what he has felt in his own
persoo and from his own experience.

I will take another witness who his com: iato th:
midst ol Europe Irom America. Mr. Qswald Garrison
Villard, the Editor of the Nafon writes as (ollows tem

# Out of the masg ol coatradictions certain {acts
stand out beyond cavil; economic G:rmany is steadily
and rapidly going dowa hill towards Austrian coadi-
tions, just as Austria is steadily approximiting Russian
conditioos. Ii the present dog-iu-the-maoger policy
of France continues, Germany will uoquestionably
collapse, and with her will go dowa not only Austria
but France as wall. Io the eyes of every unbiased
observer {rom Awerica, whether official er unofficial,
and of the many men of tha other nations, with whom
I have tzlked, there is no doubt that there can be no
salvation for Germany and no safety for Furopa uatil
tbe reparations question ig settled on o basis of com-

¢ ' t
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mon Sese, justice and the actual possibilities ol the

Germao people. The Versailles Treaty must be made

a scrap of paper af once. There is not a day to be lost;

and we must free ourselves from the thought that, it is

simply a Freoch or German question, & fs a quesiion
of saving Europe. Finally, I repeat, as Germany goes,
so goes Europe. This is a commonplace. ”

Mr. Oswald Garrison Villard, whom I have quoted

. abyove, declares that be is not 2 pessimist, as many are.

He still has hope. But the saods are runpiog out

gvery day and the collapse may come at any momeut.

Even il it should come, all is not yet over. For a

revolution may, even in the end, be a round about

road to recovery. But the cost to the world in suffer-
ing and isery would be indescribable, and at this
stage in the world’s history, we ought to have tound
some means of escaping from such futile and wuvo-
pecessary pain, Mr, Villard eods his most solemn

watping with these words :— ,

«If strile comes agaip, it will be the murder of
brothers in the most desperate of all civil wars and it
will lead to nowhere. For the final truth is, that until
the economic Situation is cured, no German Govera-
ment can do else than live from day to day; and the
control of those economic conditions lies not in the
haods of Germans who are now in power; it rests in
Pari¢ and Londoa, and io the last resort in Washing-
ton. -

Oue further writer on this subject has callzd for the
serious attention of all thinkiog men at the present
time. The work of Oswald Spengler,—** Der Unter-
gaog des Abendlarnes, " “ The Dowalzll ot the West, ”
is regarded as a most apocalyptic by many thousaods
of thoughtinl readers aod has given rise oa the cooti-
pent to a new cult, which has been given the ugly
pame, ‘Speoglerismus,” Herr Speogler has under-
taken the same task that Mr. G. H. Wells undertook
in writing his “ Qutlioe of History,” but ualike H. G.
Wells he finds in buman history a recurrent theme
which may be called the decline and fall of Empires.
World civilisations, according to Spengler, go through
their periods of growth and decline in the same
maoner as individual human lives.
decline of the West has come, and the European War
ushered io the death throes of the great civilisation
that the earth has ever seen. There is no escape from
ineluctable fate.

Since this book was written, much has gone 1o strength-
en this theory of decline. Those who bave zome out
from Europe, * serious and upright men” as Maxim
Gorky would call them, bave told us what is happening
there to-day,—the incredible poverty; the wisery of
unemployment; the slow but never pausing westward
menace of typhus fever; the ill-clad, hunger-strickeo
people ot Russiz and Poland; the breaking down ot
the * cordon sanitaire’ ; the spread of that still more
ultimately disintegrating disease, the scourge ol
modern Europe, syphilis; the desperate decay of
sexual morality; the reckless financial speculation and
the squandering of mooey, with the motto,—Let usg
_eat and drink, for to-morrow we die,” carried every-
i where into practice. Nothing can well be darker than
the account which has reached us of European condi-
tioas since the fatal years of war.

Oan the bth:r side, as every witoess who comes from
Europe reports, there is a pathetic turning to the BEast
on the part of thoughtful men and women for enlight-
enment in the midst of this intolerable human misery.

This was the meaning of the more than royal recep-
tion, which the Poet, Rabindranath Tagore received
in Central Europe, where he was looked upon by all
as a prophet and a spiritual teacher from the East.
This is also the meaniog of the earnest and enthusias-
tic study of his works. They are regarded as those of
oue from the midst of another world of ancient wis-
dom, which Europe in her impiety had too long re-
jected and despised,

Recently, there have come to haond, through the
newspapers and through correspondence, remarkable

The time of the '

testimounies from almost every country of Europe,
which show with wbat earnestoess and eunthusijsm the
Post's writiog are bziog taken up aud read 2od studied.
Editions in Germany, amounting to an almost incre-
dible number of copies, are being produced. The
trapslations are beiog made, both from the original
Beogali and irom the Eaglish. To show with what
keea insight aad interest ths pzople of Central Europe
are followiag his work, it may be mentioned that be-
fore even a month had passed, from the time of its
publication in India, the Poet's new Bengali drama,
called Mukta-Dbara, (* The Waterfall ’) had been made
the subject of a long review in the Posusche Z ertung of
Betlin. The appreziation and understanding displayed
by the reviewer were very noticeable, In the. Literary
Review ot the New Vork Epeung Post, the . corres-
poadent from Germavy writes as iollows :— ., ..
* o Apothet dendency, leading away from -the hum-
drum of every day lite, turns towards the East. -To
many, the far distant East is the land of Julfilment.
For them, Rabindranath Tagore is the bringer -of.heal-.
jog. It is beyond beliet with what avidity his writings,
zentle and vague and quite of angther way of thinking
from that which is characteristic of the German, are
coasumed by the German readiog public. None .of
the great German writers has found so genersl a div
tribution for his books among all classes as the sage of
the Ganges. It is the Germzn philosophers who have
directed the eyes of the German educated classes.to-
wards the East. There is, for iostavce, Oswald Spen-
gler. whose decadence of the Ozcideat,’ (Der Uater-
gang des Abendlandes) created a sensation; and Count
Keyserliog, tounder of the School of Wisdom-.at
Darmstadt, whose “Diary of an Itinerent Philosopher”
(Reisetagenbuch eines Philosopher) ranks as 2 -signal
achievement. Count Keyserling is .a prolessed - ad-
herent of the Indian Philosopby, of which Rabindrs-
nath Tagore is th: great exponent. As Couat Keyset-
ling is the most eminent, at any rate the most spirited
German philosopher of the hour, his books: strike ves-
ponsive chords amoog German educated readers, ™ .-
In one of the most thoughtiut of the smallerEnglish
magazioes, “there is a sigoificant passage .concerning
Italy from the pen of a writer who has been paying.a
visit tecently to all the great intellectual centres of..the
South of Europe. Alter cootrasting Italy’s attitude.at
th= Pzace Coaference with that ot Great Britain,.-when
Italy urged th: abiadonm:ot of all indemuitiey
Great Britain pursued throughout the game of grab,
the writer goes on to state as follows :— JCVP

¢t [p the Italian cities. and especiilly .in-that peren-
nial tount of thought and culture, Florence, there-'are
stirrings of new lite. A remarkable nuaber of new
movements aod little iadependent groups have arigsen,
criticising, questioniog, exploring. Cultural and phito-
sophical they are in some cases,—academic we-might
say,—but reaching out in thought to a wider and
dzepzr uaderstanding of other peoples, réligions-and
to the restless body of the workers, Mazzini is;be-
coming more of a force ia ‘the minds of that
Italy, which desires to sze ideals expressed in political -
torms; groups are especially d:voted to the study-of
thought and policy. The iofluence of the East is most
matked. It is as thouzh many nible mieds find it
impossible to dissociate th> religion of Jesus -from the

,vast_ecclesfastical organisation with which they nre
tamiliar, and from a discredited Christendom,- and are

therefore turning back to more ancient .wells of
inspiration. Hzre also, as most notably throughout
Germsny, the study ot Rabindraaath Tagore has be-
come a serious and widespread cult. All this is
syamptomatiz of the deep disconteat with the material-
ism of the West. ” Co

A siogularly touchiog le'ter cam: recently to ths
Poet Irom a University student in Northern G 2rmany.
It ehows more vividly than almost aoything elie"ﬂiat'
I have rezeotly read, the spiritual ewraestness and. the
moral determivatioa of Youog Germany, i the midst

. [
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w A passage in it runs as (Mows :—

I Sife. We §rg secking fp, surve tha ipternational re-
captiliafinn of the different pecples of Europe by
gﬁrﬂ 9? the yauth af pach couniiy, always believing
ig.fue great jdeas of humanyy. - . i
4 We, ypurg meq sod gudents, who had been yit-
nesse of the destiuction (o tke old ordey ol thiugy,
which wasepmpased ol difigrent sjates and Govero-
weDis (o WinQiog pawer and organisation for capital-
igtic aims,—we the yopth of Lurppe, bave leasns,
updgs 1he Wuge scrifice of blaod which: the West had
tﬂszﬁa&'&nlw lpst §f the saul dies in isolatiup by
ipell. ~ We knaw that the mest impoziant thipg of lile
ig the spiy 91 codpess l!g; fricncsbip. .

¥ When 1°§ ed ipta gaur cyes, Paet, on mecting
you in Stockhotm lagt year, I felt the decp correlation
between the Otiepial gad the Octideat spuit
sifé that e should wdrk tageitien the youth of Lodia
sod the youth of Bprope. A4 the repriseniative ol
the “E{nteroatioml Lésgue of Vouh™ for recon
citistion and peace, I shall uidertake a'journey to ltaly,
Spaiy and Greece next winer for discourses and per-
sonal conlergnces in lavour of our internaiional prac-
tial ideglism. T shall ‘speak therg io the gifferent
stidents of the difiergnt Univepsitica. The ‘number o
those amang the young i Eufope, who are wishing for
peace and reconciliapdn, is growing ‘greater. We do
not ifust any more in the ombipotence of organisation.
To piedfe o hearts” and (o ‘bripg them opé 10

at

another, thap "is, the ‘vltigaie meanivy of ‘our duing.
We have heard the call from the iast angd we listen 10

it,” Y'am greeting
wign who lpvg you.

In Rraoce, the situation has been somewhat difterent
higherto. Vg bitiersoss of the guflerig ‘ol the past
atill repaing, ~ The word of peace’ angd reconciliation
has not yet begp itered excépt by a band i the most
devoled interbationalists at whose’head stands’ Romain
Rolland. “In”his supreme mpral integrity and his
bukning spiritual conviction, he leads the way forward
it French lferature, lo-day, toa goal that is' uniyersal
rather than national, Aghin and agaiv, in his writings,
he ‘expresses his deep admiration aud reverence lor Lhe
Indish Boct,Raindrajaih Tagore,” '~ =

" What js Jonged for so carnesily by the people of
Eufope to-day, a3 they turn fo Fndia for spiritual help,
in” their hoor’ pl negd, is not the strident yoice ot
* ngtionglism,’ of which ]".y;pré hersell has'‘grown sick
and tired 'and almost desperate.  For over large areas
of Europs it is lrue 10-day to assert, that Nativnalism
is now ps hoartily detestzd as it was ardently dcsired
belore’'the War. T '

“Fhe message drom the Fast that Euwrepe needs in
liging form is the mcssage of the Ruddba and the
Chrit,—tbe truth, that evil can neyer be overcome by
ewd, but only by good; that the sccret of the higher bl
of man lies in forgiveness, not in taking vengeance;
that bigher'juftice copsisis in lrve, and not in retri-
butipn,  The message that Europe peeds is the truth
of unity ipstead of intepsive strile,~—the message run-
ning mps through all the Upavnishads, which 1ell ol
the Adyaitam whose nature is joy, the Universal One
in whom all things subsist, the One without & second
ip whom. all beings ave united. Itis the same messoge,
which Christ bimjelf declured in personal ways Lo min,
whep he said,~—* I and my Father are one. "",‘_

Fhis message of unity and love is at the vbry centre
of il Indian life and thought, It has been lived in

yoil in the pame ol all the young
oo " N e s B

India fqr cuuntless generations and hss wade India |

bumane. _

3t ia trme-that Europe has plundcred Asia and often
shamelully despoiled her, Yet in the hour ol Europe's
pecd, all this will be lorgotten. For, in India, there
is the heart to forgive the past. The question remains,
—Hap Jpdia till the power 1o sourd the upiversal
najg !‘?Eh poce wgs iuly beps?  Has she, in her
poljica srhggppg,; ¢ 3piriigal streqgth to move the
5 “Q.Fféiti?'. 1 lof -op%

E;quﬂp;insa ang privatiany, whage intensity can hardiy,
16 {MARERE:

I am-

- B M

belipve that she bas; and when |

l.l_m!. hole i3 spumlud out ol her own supreme ox.
peritnce aind with hier supreme conviclion, then Lurupe
at last will understand the true mission of  lodia
anong the peoples of the eatih.—7 ke Zndtan Revtew.,
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