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E take the following two inlerestng notes dn
W the present Indian situation from .the

Saturday Westrmnster Gasette :—

There are iwo obvicus comments 10 be made upon
the boycott of the Prince of Wales at Allahabad. Its
cffect was given emphasis by the complete failure of
attempted boycotts elsewhere and there were probably
special local reasons for its success in Allababad.
Nevpriheless that success was so complete as to mz_l:e
it a portent we cannot ignore. The authorities ascribe
it to Jerrorism, but it is difficult to believe that fear
of a wminority would have kept a whole city-ful of
Indians away-from so great a spectacle. It becomes
more than ever manifest that things are very seriously
wrong in Todia, and the Indian Government is itself
clearly ol that vpioion, or it wonld not have embarked
upon a policy of wholesale arrests.

These arrests may be amply justified. We- have
adopted a policy which is to end in the birth of 2 self-
governiog India, but ip the meantime it is the clear
duty of the Indian Goverament to govero. The von-
co-operators hiave gone a great deal too far, and the
professions of ' noo-violence” on the part of their
Khilafat allies have been but a poor pretence. Clearly
this campaign bas to be put 2 stop to, and it may be
that the Government ol India has chosen the only way.
Nevertheless we find it altogether regrettable that the
new policy of repression should bave been allowed to
syochronise with the Prince’s visit. 'The two gestures
are not in barmony. Either the Prince’s visit should
have been abandoned or the arrests postponed in the
hope that better feeling would make them unnecessary.

The Leader (Allahabad) writes :—Strong indignation
has been caused by what may be called the Moplah
train tragedy in which such a large number of Moplah
prisoners died unaccountably. We hope mo attempt
will be made to whitewash any official or officials ‘who
may be Tresponsible for the horrible incident....If
instead of the Moplahs a pumber of Europeans had

lost their lives in similar circumstances, we know a .

tremendous howl would have been raised in the Aoglo-
Iodian and the British Press, and the head of Lord
Willington demanded on a charger. But even the
condemoed Moplahs are entitled to as much cae of
their lives as anyove else. We have read much ol the
4g:_yﬂ_:ic:nl Black Hole of the semi-savage, non-Christian
smjuddaula more than 150 years ago, and await
_to learn of the pames of persons responsible for this
wodern Black Hole in the time of a civilized and
Christian Governmant. '

The Panjab Government; it

bited the parformance of a play, entitled * Lakhria

Punijab, * which purports to be a dramatic presentation -

ut the Punjab disturbaoces of 1919 in any public place
in the Punjab upder Section 3 of the Dramatic Per-
formances Act, 1878 and has also proscribed all copies
of the same play under the Press’

e e Sl
A twelve year old boy'in the name of Ramkrishasjes
‘Viepontsd 1o bave Feds wentanced by the Dimricr

is reported, bas -probi-

L Aol *

_religious bk from 2

Magistrate of Benares (India) to three days imprisoa-
ment or one Rupee fine for  causing disturbance oa
Sadhari Road while selling Mr. Gandhi’s photos. ” -

A comrespondent i{rom Colenso writes —A f{ew
months ago, the Colenso Post Office at the Railwsy
Station was pastitioned ioto two, the major part for tte
land(ul of Europeans aod the other for Iodians and
Natives and a board was placed on the door to the
effect. Naturally the Indians of Colenso r-rene1
this latest innovation. When asked to bz scived as
usual, owing to the refusal by the stati u officials, the
Indians wunanimously decided to boycott. For a
number of days not an Indian entered the station,
Their reasons were that they should be served, us i -
the pasl, withoutmny distinction; that large c:ntres have
oot enforced agy such restriction ; that there is no
instance of any Europeans complaininz against the
misbehaviour of any Indian; that the Indians would
not” tolerate this degradation. Through pressure
being brought upon the Railway-officials an enquiry
was held. The Iodians put up an admirable defence
tor their just grievan- .ming out, among othes
causes, the greater revonue derived by the Government
from the Indiang at this tentre.” The official,
promised to plive the matter before the A. G. M.
Though the Indi :: were served alongside the Eur:-
peios from thence . vas only to-day that the annuyicp
board was removed. It appears, a few ¢ .satisfied
petty farmers verovally .. oplained agsinst serving
Indians on the same coun.: .. :

We cull the following from rwung ZJadia :—“The
Secretary of the District Khilafat Committee Mirgur-
khas writes to say, that Maulvi Abdul Karim S heb
who was recently convicted and is serving imprisonment
inthe Hyderabad jail has been deprived . the Kofan.
Is it because the Maulvi is comparatively unknown
that the Koran has been taken away from bim 21 nct.
from the distingnishied prisoners of Karachi? It is
this kind of thcugsntless and unnecessary”. tion
that breeds ill-wiit which it is difficult to check.- No °
one minds 2 lair fight, but the deprivation ot his
_ prisoner is the extremne of
meanness, - !

e —— e .

LY

RESORTING TO VIOLENCE
E gather from the Indiin- exchanges that a
-brutal assanit was committed on Mr. C E

Aodrews  during his recent visit to Egst
Africa, which he andertodk at the invitation. of the
Nairobi: ladian Congress. i We publish io. another
column a report of the walortunate incident given, by
the Kamplala correspondent of the Bembay Chromicts,
from which it would appear that the culpgits o, ¥ this
inhuman act were 2 few settlers of Kenya Cet. ny,
ths brothers, presumgbly, of those on whose beha't ¢ -
daputatian had, nat lang ago, visited South Africa for
the purpess of wigiog upoo General Smutt 1o sy

o
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thep :nd gaining l}m support -of South Alncans jn
thele ]nst" capse of crughing the Todian vesidents ia
Kenya by depriving them of all the rights they are
eotitled tog as human beinga and thus themselves
becoming the top dggs in that Colony. The support
of the Iatfer they succeeded id getting, the Anti-Asiatics
ot South Africa having joined them whole-heartedly.
But from the Prime Minister they had given to thsm
a piece of good advice that they should carry on their
agitation by peaceful methods if they wished their
voice to be heard, but this they have appsrently failed
to follow. |

A sense of ptofnpnd sorrow will be felt by the
Indians of South Africx at the pains and insults Mr.

_Andrews was subjected to whilst advocating our cause,

‘ the idstlce of which could be seen even by a blind

man witli tittte bit ol common sense. Mr. Andrews
who js ag ima e of love, who knows hot what hate is,
whole heart is lul] with grief if he seeg anyone suffering
or ynjustly treated, who works heart and soul to relieve
such 4 one, that he should ba treated in such a manoer
is the He:g‘ht of cruelty and mhnmamty on the part of

X thoue fesponsiblé lor such 4 4 deed Itis oaly when a

thg‘:ttl afa natlon is neanng thiat it iorgets even
religion. ’l‘he Aup-Anatlca Lave pelther ig South
Africa nge Eagt Alrica eyer heen gble to put up a
moﬁg case in defericé of their attitude against Indians,
'l‘hey bttterly failed beloie the Asiatic Commission.
Ancf theur second great defedt was at the S, A. P, Coo-
m w;eutlx hgld at Ma.ntzburg. when not a siogle out
ok their 14 resqlutmns, aimed at depriying Indlans of all
thu:exutmg rights in this country and rendenng them
togpodltlou of heloti withio the Empire, was passed
md the§ were once mofe &dvised by the Prime Minister

talre 4 lonig mstead of & limited local view of the
lngue q:de problem. » Thus their weak case wh:ch
they tried to. prop _ug y any meang has, after the
recent incident in Kenya, completely fallen to the
ground. It is only when arguments fail and still

- oBE does pot wish to accept what is right poe resorts

to violepce Violénce does nat prove the streagth but
the. yﬁiness of one'd sell gtid one’s cause. The Kenyd
Calanists have fallgd fo proye their casé by other
means gnd now they mm to haye decided to resort tq
méthods of viotenca. . ‘The Nairobi correspondent of
thé .ﬂ‘ammx say$: ¢ The racial hatred is now beiog
m; ;tggied in & diff¥tént way ............ To assault an
lndlan gn ;; mﬂmg tht-:; and then to threaten to shoot
him dowa js the n=¢ way found out by these men.
Lately ao Indian trader was threatened in this way.
But fortunately there being many mean near-by the re-

volver could not render the service desired by its
OWDel..suee:--The Indian who was thus threatened has
gent a complaibt to the Governor.” It. was hitherto
believed that the life of a black man was not of any
importance but now irom the case of Mr. Aodrews it
woiild appear that even the white skin is of no protection
to im who wishes to assist the black maa in his
nghteods caitse, evsa though he may be a deliveres ol
the mdssage of Cheist) It is indeed a gloomy outlosk
tor thié tuture of Endians. Ifthe time is not yet ripe
endtgh toe thg Government to take action and stop
these Aunti-Asiatics lrom going any further, we do not
know whean it will be and if the missionaries will not,
evéd dfter this; open thr eyes and instil into these
mei e tafé téachings of Christ we do not koow

when they will: -

MR. C. F. ANDREWS IN KENYA
Bam‘n:.mr. AsSAULTED By SeTrLers

The Kampala correspondent of the Fombay Chron-
¢/e alter describing the reception given to Mr. Apdrews
on his arrival in Tlast Africa by the difflarent Indian
Associations of Ugaoda goes oo further to say :—

Some of the Indiaa passeogers travelling on the
same steaer as Mr. Andrews related to me a story o -
an assault on him at midoight in one of the stations on
Uganda Railway aod to get an authentic report of the
same [ interviewed Mr., Andrews who very kindly gave
me full details about it.

Mr. Andrews said that he joined the taain 3t Eliume-
ntita to go 1o Ugévnda and was alone in a fiest class
compartment. h=n the train arrived at Nakuru—at
about midnight—the Indian residents of the place
were o the stalion to see him and went to the.‘. com-
partmeat of Mr. Andrews to garland him, At this
time some Europeans thrust themselves intg his
carriage. Three of them went inside the carriace,
while some were standiog outside. These gentlemen
+had brought some English ladies ‘with them atso.
After entering the carriage they all began to use
violent and insulting language towards Mr. Andrews
and asked what he wag paid for the job, One of them
then pulled up his sleeves aug pointed at the colour ol
his skin and shouted it was white and used language
abusive, They repeated this frequently and one ol
them caught hold of hig long flowing beard and pulled
it continuously. The Europeans standicg outside the
compartment were all langhing and making noise.
After about twenty minutes one of them in the com-
pirtment got so violeat that he caught hold ol
Mr, Andrews and tried to pull him out of the carriajc.
Mr. Andrews said that this was the worstl
time lor him and he would have been dragged to
death had he not beeri able to catch hold of the chain
of the upper berth. This was not all. They brought
two or tEree newspapers containing the report of the
speeches of Mr. Andrews aod wade a flare quite ciose
10 his face. All this time Mr. Andrews requested
Indians outside on the station platlerm to keep quiet
and not to make any tow about it, e said in Hindu-
atani * Bulbiel Aramse Khada Rao, Kutck Matt Kare. "
In the meanwhile Mr. Phadke and Mr. Popat Devii,
mapager of Mesars. Alidioa Visram who wera travelling
by the same train and who heard the row came uear
the compartment of Mr. Aodrews and tried their hest
to prevent the whites from iosulting Mr. Andrews but
to no avail. Before the train started, however, M.
Phadke managed to get twa whites out of the compart-
ment, but one remained in the carriage. At the pext
station again the whole scene was tepeatad, the very
same gentleman again jumping iato his carriage.

Thc whole story is scaodalous for the whites of
Kenya, who by unscrupuious and violent propagandn
have been tiying to rouse feelings of hateed against
Indians dnd those who uphold theit cause. Mr.
Andrews told me that when the brutal assault was,
committed he was ill in a very bad stdte of hmlth *
He got into the train at midoight after & lang and
weary motor trip and it came to him as a grea: shock.

The patlence and courage with which Mr. Audrews
bore the violent assault'and insult, no doubt, iospires
admiration for the spirit which can sufter lo such
humbleness, but the dastardly and inhuman conduct of
the white men who could not tolerate the sight of a
men who as a true disciple of Christ has becu moviog
about in the country on & mission of peace and good-
will, deservea to bz condemoed by all sane men.

The incident is 2 bad sign of the dark times ahead
for the Indian commupity io this country aod the local
Government must take meatures to put a stop to all
sorts of malicious and immoral propaganda carrred
agaioat tHem. <
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THE MOPLAH TRAIN TRAGEDY.

We learn from the Indian papers that the following
press communique was issued with regard to the
tragedy that otcarred recently in Jedia as a result of
which 64 out 100 Moplah prisoners had died ot
asphyxiation, being picked in a closed vag. The
communigue is dated 215t November 1921 :—

* The Government much regret to announce that
ey have received reports that out of a party of bug-
éid convicted prisoners who were entrained at Tirur
56 were tound dead of Asphyxiation at- Podanur.
Others received adequate medical attention immediately
on arrival st Podanur.  Eight have since died, aod the
temainder are reported to be likely to recover. The
Government have iostructed Mr. A. R. Kuapp, special
commissioner for Malabar aftairs, to make immediately
a full inquiry into this most deplorable Gecurrence,
and to spare no pains fully to elucidate the circum.
stances which resulted in this terrible loss of life and

suffering. *

. A‘correspondent of the Allahabad ZLeadr gives the
lollowing description of the tragic afiair, dated
Coimbatore Nov. 20 :—

Early this morning those who bappened to be on
the platform at Podanur rilway station saw dead bodies
.in & covered iron waggon which arrived at the station
attached to no. 77 passenger train from the direction
of Calicut. These prisoners were, it is said, booked
from Tirur to the Bellary Moplah camp, and were
escorted by a party ol armed policemen, including
Sergeant Andrews. This fact was first koown, when
one or more of the escorting police peeped through the
trap door of the wzgon of the occupants and founcg
some of them lying flat oa the floor, some with thejs
last breath and some expired. The door was opened
and a still closer examination resulted in the finding of
a lew more o! the prisoners already dead. They were
then removed to the platform. The sauthorities coa-
cerned were apprised of the fact, but it took some time
for their help 10 be forthcoming. It traonspires that
the total number of prisoners that were detailed for
this camp numbered a little over too, of whom 56 were
found dead- It is said that the dead bodies of these
56 persons were sent back to Tirar. The rest of the
party were brought into the Coimbatore station. The
whole town ot Coimbatore was filled with the Dews and
{rom the very first minute people began to assemble gn
the platform to witness the condition of these men,
but the crowd of spectators was not allowed to go on
the platform. The reserve police under the command
of Mr. Morrit, the inspector, a few with the necessary -
arms, and the locat police with Mr. Manifold ip plain
. clothes with other detectives were seen amongst the

crawd busily eogaged. Those who bappeaed to go by
the No. 10 Madmns Mettupailiyam mail, finding some-
thing sensational and unnatural, also hecame spectatory
ol this fatal catastrophe. Amoog this batch also there
were some dead, a few in a S$emi-conscious state, some
completely uncoascious and about 25 in & condition
‘pdicating some anxiety. Major Forest 1. M. S., the
S'strict medical and sanitary officer, on receipt ol this
sad news, hurried ap to the scepe with a]} the necessary
applignces and a stock of medicines ang was ready by
tbe side of the paticuis for service. Byt for this able
20d sympathetic officer, more would have found their
way to their graves. It was till half past eight that
Major Forest was busy and belore he left the railway
station he sent lor 2 motor lorry from Messrs Stanes
agd Co., in which they were taken to the majn hospital
lor aecessary attention. Though it bappened {0 he 2
Suqday, ail the stafi of hijs institution were made
av:ilablg at the hospital, and for tnejr immediate
occupation the required beds were found. On the
way iwo of the men breathed their last, while the
coudition of mine others is said to be highly precarious.
E'ght dead bodies are said to bave been remgved to
tbe locat central fail. At gbouyt 9 o'clok all the yur.

"meet the survivers of the

viving prisoners were taken charge of o thy milvay
statiop by Mr. Clements, the superintendent of the
cantral jail. Just belore they were despatched, Mr. C,
W. Scott Conward, the superintendent of pa mede
bis appearance. Mr. Masilamiani Goundan; town
magistrate; also arrived st the scene a h-t_ﬂe_ later. Mg,
E. M. Gawn, L. C. S, the Distric) Magistrate; arrived -
at the station to see that the prisoners had been
removed. . i :
The members of the Mshomedan community base
promptly notified the pyblic. tor the closure of their
shops and have demmnded the production of the
dead bodies for .necessary borial and hage ala re.
quisitioned the jail authenities for information befory -
ioquest. Steps bave also been taket . by them o
communicate ¥ith the lotal dad Jmperial Goveroments

. and to Earl Cromer; chiet af his Royal Highoess' staff,

The total deaths dre now said ta be 64. .
Sose EvipEnces Berorg Tue BExguiny Commrrrge

The following are some of tha evidences ag FOpC
to have been given before the Enquiry Committee on
the Moplzh Train Tragedy : == *

SENIOR MEDBICAL OFFICER{

Captain P. M. Mathai, INA
Officer, Malabar Force, Pogniy
beiore the Train Tragedy Enquiry mnttes
Podanur, stated that he rectived a wmasssge from “Ms
station master that ove lumdred prisoners ha@ arrived
io & state of collapse, went to the railway. station at
once and found a dozen bodies Wid an the platiorm,
alongside the van. Some of these were dead. Phere
were also bodies ingide the van lyiog ode over another,
Withess removed somie of the bodies himself and
instructed his orderlies to take out others. ey thié eadh
of prisoners who were in the stife ot Hes
applied artificial respirations snd whan they came ta -
their senses he gave them tes and coffes. Pr, ©'Connern
also came up avd both he apd witness separated the
dead from the living, and sent the desd bodies to
Tirgr. The liviog mien weré gent in De: ©’Conuerm’y
charge to Coimbatore, It was tha opimiod of the
witness that the prisotiers who had died fn the vau, had
died of asphyxiz, there being too many prisoners in the
van both for air and fot floor tpace. It thie witnesy had
been asked if lor the journiey of two hundred b3
they could have been put in the vaa; before fhis wax
done, he wounld have strongly objected fo it. Reéplying
to & question, the witness said that éven if the wire
gduze it the vay was temoved, he wonld 83t siy that
the van would be fit for conveying bumas beings.

DistRier Mevicat Orficis ‘

Major Forest, LIS, District Medical Officer, siid
he had received a message to bé an (he platiormt ¢4
. ot the tragedy. This wag gent tp
Coimbatore. - There were altogether 44 prisoners in
the train and six of them Were dead by the time thé
train reached Coimbatore. Of the temaining, 3§ werd
sent ta Ceotral Jail and the rést to hospital. Of those

seat to hospital, two died the same day ang twg werg
sent to jail. . Four prisoners died in the hospits] oy
the 20th apd twa more an the 36th. The femaining

three had since been discharged from (he Bospita}. Ig
his opinion the prisoners, who n be ‘jmd seen and wha
ad died at Cajrabatore, had died of béart. illam o

Three, prisoners, on

to carbolic acid gas paisoning,  Th
whom post mortem examia lgn was held ag Tingg,.
bad died of gsphyxia as certfgég: by the Sib sistant
guygeoq’_and_ Witness l&gréé_d gith_ the guh-ﬁisjﬁgiﬁs
.peen's opinion. .Replying tg & queition, witnes
sal:?i speakiug as civil doct{::ﬁc would l;l?tn' o ;‘ é?é
carryiog of « hundred prisongts iy & van g Seqkirid
used i the present case. If Ké had beep consulted
before the prisoners were put into the van, he thaught,
he wauld have objected. o ’
Examinamion Or Suyxviving Puisonsss As '
. Coimpatorz
Paraklal Ismail, one of the prigovers, was examingd
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.
by the Committee. He said he had been kept in jail
at Angadipuraman and afterwards brought to Malapu-
raman, (rom there he was seat to Tirur with the other
prisoners, On the ma:ch the hands of prisoners were
tied with clothes. The prisoners were fed at Tirur but
not very myich, they were given plenty of water wheo it
was getting to be dark. Hundreds of prisoners were
put into & van whi¢h bad three compartments. The
van was very crowded and prisoners could ot sit
properly. It was the first time that the witoess had
- travelled io & train. The doors of the van were shut
and witness heard that they were also secured by wire.
The first time the train stoppad, the prisooers all asked
for water, they called out for water but there was no
aoswer, they were all feeling thirsty, At the pext
station the prisoners again called out and some out-
siders told them there was no use calling out as the
doors would only be openad at Podaour. The prisoners
had called ont to say that many were fainting and
would die and it was eaough il the doors were left
open. Witness must have fainted soon alter, for the
next thing he remembered was being at Coimbatore
and being attended to.

DaaNk PersrlarTIONs To QuencH THEIR THIRST

Witness also said that the prisoners were perspiring
profosely io the van and they could not breathe and
some of the prisoners were so thirsty that they drank
pegapiration by squeezing out of their clothes. There
wad B alg coming through the gauze wire netting oa
the top of the van. Some of the prisoners tried to pull
away the gauze netting but failed. The prisoners beat
upon tie door at the first station. They bad all to
stand in the van, after two or three stations they began

.to tall down and lay on the top ol each other. Witness
was properly looked after at Coimbatore but he was”
atill feeling weak. '

« Next witness V. Mahomed Kutti, another convict,
32 years of age, deposed that there was calling out on
the part of the prisoners at all the stations right up to
Olavakkpt. At the tourth station a voice outside said
that the prisoners would get water at Oltapallam.

. Calling out made it more difficult for the prisoners to
breathe, At one station some one said there was fo
use in calling out, the prisouers would get water at
Podanur, The man who called out also said there
was no use of the prisoners shouting, since there were
no orders to open the van there, and if the prisoners
persisted in shouting they would be shot. It was 2
- Saheb ” who had called out. At this witness fainted
before teaching Podanur and when he recovered it
was on the platform when water was poured on his
face.

Komala Yusuph, aged 24, deposed that he was

. conscious all the time and on reaching Podaur he was
fesling very weak, both the witness aand his brother
were near the door, Whea the priscoers left Tirur most
of them were starving. The van was vot much crow.ded
but there was no air to breathe. After two stations
had been passed witaess put his hand dowa and tried
to get zir by putting his mouth near tho opening at the

- bottom of the door. When the train was moving he
got a little air this way. His brother also did in tha
same way, Whenever the train stopped witness called
out for water, but he was told that no water could be
had. Witness called out that if no water was given the
prisoners would all die, this must bave been at Shora-
nur. The reply was that whatever might happen to the
prisoners the van would be opened ocly at Podanur.

. ‘Prisoner Komali Ahmed, brother of the above
witness, bore out his statement, e added that, at
Shorapur priioners cried out for a long tims, At
Podanur the surviving prisonars were well locke | alter,

they werg, given tea aud coflee,

4 v Legr THe Deap Diz”
Priedodt Bioikh Haidei said tias at Tirde the
wliosary had anough ot taad sod watak. At Kdska:
tqrq thay adlied aut far water, » hesd conmtable maid
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that water would be given ooly at Podanur. Witness
recogaised the head constable by his voice to be the
head constable who spoke at Edakulam. Witness
koew the head constabie before, When there was no
waler forthcoming at Sharanue witness called nut to
the Head Constable as follows :—* Some of the
prisonzrs are dead, head constable, pleise open the
door. Head constable said ‘' let the dead die we will
take the rest.” Later the head constable told witness
“ You have been in service, doo’t yo3 know that we
cannot open without Sergeant's orders?’ Head
constable also knew witness well at Shoranur, Thy
Sergeant also called out ia Tamil to the witoess t
keep quiet, At Olavakkot also the prisuners cried out
lor water, There were about thirty prisoners io his
compartment, of thesa the witness knew only the
three survivers.

Prisoner K. Kuahi Marcoyar said that he could
remember all that happeded up to Shoranur, At
Shoranur his Kirnavan (head ol lamily) was dying
with his head o1 his lap and witness shouted out to
open the door, " If only for some fresh air, you may
tic us up, but let us have air to breathe,” Answer
wag ‘' We are goiog to tie you up, be quiet. "

Prisoaer Veeran Kutti said that the prizooers called
out for water. They were told it could only be had at
Podanur. The prisoners calied out again that they
wete being chocked, and doors should be openad, but
the reply given by a policeman was that there were
troops travelling in the traio and they would shant the
prisoners {or making noise,

Prisoner Koyakutti Taogal, aged 3a, said that he
had 2 wile aad children at Pattambi. The prisoners

. got no reply when they shouted for water at Pattambi.

Some one Irom the piatform said that water would be
givea at Ottapalam, at Ottapalam all cried out lor
water, and also asked for the door to be opened lor
iresh air, There was no answer. At some swation

" the prisoners were told that they would be shot 1l they

made any noise. At Shoranur some people outside
jeered at the prisooers saying * Have you unot guns
aad swords, are you not Khilaiat pzople, can you mnot
take water by torce. ”  Witness couid not say if it was
the passengers or police who jeered like this.

LALA LAJPAT RADI'3 MHESSAGE TO HIS
COUNTRYMEN

The lollowing message was delivered by Lala Lajpat
Rai prior to the m=etiag held 2 which he was arcested: —

Couotrymen,—The Provincial Congress Comuittee
mests to-day at 2 p. m., this meeting hay been coaveneil
uoder my iestructions, This meeting is in every
scnse a private meeting, according to law, aad cannot
he termed a public meeting. The object of this meeting
is that the Proviacial Congress Committee, alter taking
into consideration the present situation, might draw
up its programme of work and dovise means to main-
tain peace aod order in the Province in the present
crisis, The Deputy Commissioner has prohibited this
meeting uoder the Prevention of Seditious Meetings
Act, and in the meaawhile, I have recsived orders
trom Mahatma Gandhi that, as far aa possible,
save mysell from arrest. The moeting is highly im-
portant. The order ol the Deputy Commissioner is
illegal and w/fra pires, and it ssems that the Puojab
officials do not care'much for law. Under these
circumstaaces, wdy conscieace does not allow me to
stop the meeting or to allow it to be held and myself
not attend it. 1 haye, therelore, decided to attend the
meeting, and get mysell arrested, if the District
authorities desire to take me ioto custody. I believd
that had he been in that position, Mahatma Gaodhi
himsell would have acted in that man wr, and that had
he koaws tha lataf davelopments, he #ould not have
sdvised me, n9 he W dana 3 ruita rastise that
migm pechaps hive randmu! yas| hetter vegvice hy

11 < ¢

I should

.
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avoiding arrest at the present stage of our pational
struggle; but I also believe that for me to save myself
from arrest under the present circumstances would be
improper. 1 am sure, you would not like me to act in
a mancer that might render my conduct liable to be
misunderstood. I am not deliberately courting arrest
on zccount of the weakness of my heart. My faith,
my conscience, my desire to do my duty—all compel
we to attend the meeting. If under these circumstances,
I am committiog a blunder, I believe that you, wmy
countrymen, and Mahatmajee will forgive me.

We hazve decided, that in my absence Agha Maho-
“ined Safdar Sahib, would act as the Piesident of the
*rovincial Congress Committee. The patriotism and
high intellectual attainments of Agha Mohd, Safdar
are well-known to you; and 1 belive that uonder his
guidance and leadership all the Congress Committees
aod all Congress-men in the Province would fulfill
their duties loyally and bravely.

When I left the shores of America, I knew tbat I
would not be allowed to remain outside the jail for a
long time; aud on my departure {rom there, I had told
my friends that I would be satishied if I were allowed
to work amongst my peoplc even for six months, But
now through the grace of God I have been enabled to
wock with you for about nineteen months, and I go to
jail with a glad heart, and with the firm belief that
whatever we have don=, we have done according to
our conscieace and our God. T have no misgivings or
fears in my mind. I am convinced that the path we
have chosen is the right path, and our success is sure,
I also believe that I shall soon return amongst you and
resume my work but even if that is not to be, I assure
you that I shall have nothing t6 be somy for when I
return to my Creator. I am a weak and irail man, and do
pot claim to possess the splendid spirituality of Mahatma
Gaodhi. Sometimes I am not able to control my
anger, nor can I say that I have never harboured
{eelivgs which I ought not to have entertained. But
this I can truthfully assert that I bave always kept the
interests of my country and nation before my mind,
and my actions have been directed with a sole eye to
the interests of my country. I kunow that I have made
many mistakes in the discharge of my duties, and have
semetimes indulged in criticism which -might bave
given offeace to some of my countrymen. For all
that I beg lor forgiveness. I hope that they will for-
give me especially my Moderate and Arya Samajic
brothers.

The positioo of those of wmy couotrymen who are!

Govemnment servants is peculiar; and I quite realise: |.

their difficulties. I regret that the question of liveli-

hood compels them to act in a manner which i3 re-
. pugnant even to their own feelings. I wish that no
. non-co-operator should regard those - Government
, servants with contempt or disdain, nor needlessly use
* & barsh word against them. :
" The success of our movement requires that :—

{r) There should be complete unanimity between
different communities and denominations. It is a
sin to disturb that mutual goodwill and concord even
for a religious object, -

(2) There should be no violenct in the couotry.
The Government officials are provoking the people
o many ways, Courage, patriotism and regard for

@ty all demand that we should remain won-violent
even io the face of the gravest provocation. There i3
~ every danger that at the present moment violence might

lead to internal dissention, which is bound to ruin us,
. 1, therefore, with the utmost respect and sincerity of

purpose, urge on my countrymen to restrain their
feelings. They should not have bartals or hold
meetings over the arrests, nor should they go to the
courts. Every person should cootioue his everyday
work with a calm and cool mind, should not disobey
the order of the Congress, and should
duty to carry out the orders of the local and provincial
leaders. To maintain non-violence and to keep the
movement of non-co-operation free trom that taint are

/

regard it his

+

- Nebru, Pandit Jawabirlal Nebru

esseotial for our success, o ° . _ ’

(3) There should be no break in the work of the
Congress. The kkaddar propaganda should be carried
on with increasing vigour and the bojcott jof foreign
cloth should be made complete. On the occasion of
the forthcoming visit of His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales there ought to. be oo publjc decora-
tions or rejoicings, and no one should cipate in
the processions or other functions held in his honour,
And, above all, you should act in accordance with $he
wishes of Mahatma Gandhi.

Youpgmen of the Punjab,—I want to address a
word to you. ‘fo pass a university examinatton is not
the summum bonum ot your life. Any man who
models his course of lif¢ ona selfish basis is a made
not a human being; and if in our young age we .curb
our nobler ambitions and finer emotions and in their
plant baser passions and a desire for luxurious living
in our breasts, then also our life is worse than death.
I do not wish that you should act in 2 state of undue
excitemient. But you should at least do two things;
Wear KAaddar and boycott the visit of the Prince.

Women of the Punjab,—I know that you, too, are
imbued with a spirit of patriotism and & desire to serve
your country, and that you would not care if in that
service you lose your liberty. *Many ot you are pre-
pared to go to jail. But the Indian jails are hells upon

‘earth; vice and corruption reigns there supreme. I,

therefore, request you to give up the idea of *courting
imprisonment; and direct your energies towards the
preaching of Swadeshi and yourself weaging ~pidrs
Swadeshi clothes. There is one thing which you can
do. You can take care of the young children who are
left behind by thoss who go to jail in the country's
cause. * ' a

My countrymen, ¥ now bid you good-bye. I go to

jail in the firm beliet that the honour of my beloved

country and nation is safe in your keeping. The
Bande Mataram and the Tilak School of Politics -arp
my two childrep; and those also I leave in your keep-

ing. .
Those of my brothers who are in Lahore and have
not attended to-day’s meeting have dobe so at my
request, so that our work may-not be interrupted. .
» , Your well-wisher, ]
LAypaT Rat ;

5 & m. Dec. 3, 1931,

-

LOVE NOT HATE

The following is an article by Mr. Gandhi published
as a supplement to Yowng Jndia dated December 8 :—

A telegram from Allababad says Pandit Motital
n aod Mr. George
Joseph, Editor of the Jndependent have been arrested.
It was received at 11 o'clock last night. It positively -
filled me with joy. I thanked God for it. -

I hadnot expected Panditji's arrest. In our dis.
cussions I used to tell Panditji that he would ba about
the last to be arrested. I marvelled at Sir Harcoprt
Butler’s philosophic courage. Panditji bas been work-
Ing against tremendous odds. He bas been battli
against his old enemy asthma. I know that he hag
never wotked for his rich clients nor even for the
afflicted Punjab as he bhas slaved for pauper India.
1 have pleaded with him to take rest. He has refused
to do so. I rejoice to think that be will now have
respite from the toil that w?s wearing him out.

But my joy was greater for the thought, that what
I had feared would not happen before the end ol the
year because of the sin of Bombay was now bappening
by reason of the innocent suflering of the greatest and .
the best in the land. These arrests of the totally’
innocent is real Swaraj. Now there is no shame
the Ali Brothers and their companions semdining in
gaol. India has not been found undeserving of their
immolation.

But my joy, which I hope thousands ‘share with me,
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is conditional upon perfect peace being observed
whilst our leaders are one after another taken away
from us. Fuctory s complete sf nomoroserace resgns
dupreme in spife of the arrvests.  Disastrous defeat ¢5 a
sertainly of we cannot control all the elements so as to
sspure peace.  We are out to be killed without killiog,
We bave’stipylated to 80 to prson without feeling
angy or ipjured. We must -nof quarrel with the
eondition of our own creating.

Qn tfs contrary our non-violence teaches us 10 love
our esemies. Ry non-violent nop-co-operation we
seek to conguer the mrath of the English administrators
dnd their supporters. We must Jove thea and pray to
God that they might haye wisdom to ses what appeark
fo us to be thewr error. It must be the prayer of the
stropg and pot of the weak In our strength must we
humble ourselves before our Maker, '

Ip the momest of uur trial and our triumph let me
geclare my faith, I belive in loviog my enemies.
I believe in non-violence ag the only remedy opes to
the Hindus, Mussalmaps, Shikhs, Parsis, Christians
and Jews of India. I belieye in the power of suflering
to melt the stoniest heart, The brunt of the battle
must fall on the first three. The last vzried three are
airaid of the combination of the first three. We must

by our conduct demonstrate to every Hoglishinan that
be is as safe in the remotest comer of India as he
professes to feel behind the machine gun,

Jslam, Hipduism, Shikhism, Christianity, Zeroastrian-
ism and Judaism—ip fsct teligion is on its trial.
Eithercwe believe in God and His righteousness or we
do not. My association with the ooblest of Mussalmans
he<.taught me to see that Islam lias spread not by the
power ol the sword bup by the prayerful love of an
Unbroken lige of its saints and fakits. Warrant there
is in lslam for drawing the sword but the conditions

id down are so strict that they are not capable ot
being. -fulfilled by everybody. Where is the uaerriog
goteral to order Jehad ? Where is the suffering, the
Jove ' and the purification that must precede the

yery idea of drawing the sword? Hindus are at Jeast

as much bound by similar restrictions as the Mussal-
mana of lodia.- The Shikhs have their recent proud
history to warn them against the use of force. We are
foo imperfect, too impure and oo selfish as yet to
fesort 10 an armed conflict in the cause of God as
“Shaukat Al would say. Will a purified India cver
need to draw the sword? And it was the definite
© process of purification we commenced Jast year at
Calecutta, ’

What must we then do? Surely remain non-violent
and yet strong enough to offer as many willing victims
as the Governinett 'requife for Jmprisobment. Our
‘work must continue wjth tlockwork regularity. Each
province mus elect its own succession of Jeaders,

Lalaji has sed a brilliaot example by making al} the
eceysary arrangemente. The chaitmao and the secre.

tary must be given in gach province emergency powers.
he executive must be the smallest possible. Bvery
ongressman must be 2 yoluoteer,

Whilsk we must ot ‘avoid amrest we must not
provoke it by unpecessary offence. -

Jve mugt vigorously prosecute the Swadeshi campaign
ULl we are fully organjsed for the manufacture of all

he hand spuo Khadds we require and bave brought
about a complete boycogt of foreign cloth,

We must hold the Congress at any cost in spite of
the arrest of every one of the leaders unless the Govero.
ment dissolve it by force, And it we are npeither
cowed down nor provoked (0 violence but are able
to contipye national ~work, we  have certainly
attained Swaraj. ~ For no power op earth can stop the
onvard march of “peaceiul, determined and godly
people,

Sab i,

"8th Décember rgzs.

Printed * ind Publlibed by Maallal M, Gandhj uf Phoenix,
- e *  Satlemeny;  Phoenlx; Matal, .
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OPINION

AKREST OF MK. STOKES

Mr. Gandhi writes in Young Indta under the
heading ** Reward ot adoption 7 :—

It is surprising that o far as } know, no wire has
been received by the Bombay Press regardiog Mr,
Stokes arrest in Lahore, I see a paragraph in the
4 rrbune referring io the event. I cannot unagine that
no wire has been despatched about such a sensational
arrest. My inference is, that the wires notifying the
arrest have been suppressed or delayed as were the
wires sbout the amrest of the Ali Brothers, Mr. Stokes
was arrested on the 3rd instant at lahore caotonment
in connection with articles contribyted by him to the
Zribune as calculated to * spread sedition and promote
halrcd between different classes of His Majesys's
subjects.* The District Magistrate offered to release
Mr. Stokes on bail but he refused to be 50 teleased.
This is a upique move on the part of the Government.

t. Stokes is an American who has naturalised hiw.
self as a British subject and who has made India his
home in a manger in which perhaps no other American
or Englishman has. He rendered eminent setvices
during the war and is known in the highest quarlers as
a well wisher of the Government, No one can suspect
him of ill-will. But that he should teel with and like
an Indian and share his sorrows and throw himseli into
the struggle bus proved too much for the Goveroment,
To leave him free to criticise the Government was
intolerable .and so his white skin has proved no
protection for him. The Government is determined
to quash the movement at*any cost. But it is
beyond its ability to do so. Mt. Stoke's arrest perhaps

emonstrates the weakdess of the Governmenl's case
as not even Lalaji's does. Lalaji has no reward of
war service to his credit. Lalaji is known to be *an
agitator,’ He is not a white man, When thetelore
Mr. Stokes is put away the strobgest suspicion arises
io respect of the doma fides of the Government case
even in the estimation of an outsider.
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