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REUTER message last week reported in con-
nection with the non-co-operation movement
in India that little public

evinced in the elections for the Indiag Legislative
Council established under the new Reform Act. In
a message dated Nov. 23, from Delhi, Reuter Says —
The electiohs for the Legislative Council are pro-
ceeding quietly. The majority of the moderates were
returned in the Central Provinces, while the non-co.
operation movement did not gain any ground. Mr.
Gandhi, in an ioterview, declared that he was not
satisfied, but was hopeful. : . .

interest is being

Whilst this. i8 so, Mr. Fisher, on behalf of Mr.

Moatague, (Secretary of States for India) is reported
to have said in the House of Comuions on Oct. 24,  in
answer to Mr, Allen Patkinson that “it is impossible
to estimate the result of the boycott of coupcils with
exactness but so far this has been the most successful
feature of the programme of non-co-operation.” In
Bombay Presidency, Mr. Fisher farther stated, “ many
seats are uncontested, and for the two seats in the
Indian Legislative Assembly for the Bombay general
electorate there were only two nominations. He
a'so said that Pandit M. M. Malaviya of the United
Provinces, - though avowedly an opponent of Mr,
Gandhi’s programme, has nevertheless withdrawn his
candidature; and he has some immitators, -

L
i

" The whole of Mr. Fisher’s statement oa the subject,

(says fadia), gives the impression of an ‘elaborate .

attempt to meke the most of a very bad job. It is
becoming increasingly evident that the Council
- elections, so far as they could be taken as an indi-
cation of popular opinion, will be a lamentable failure,
Tuoere are no candidates but those of the Moderite
Party, while even those are so scarce that, judgiog by

the names of some who appear in the nomination lists, -

.the officials have had to drag their jackals into the

fray by the scrufi of the veck in order to put up some

- sort of semblance of replity in the elections,

Philadelphia, Nov. 2g—Adressing the Union League
Club (says Reuter), Senator Lodge, Republican
leader of the Senate, dwelt on the international
prablems confronting the new Government. He said
there was one arrangement he would very much like
to see made with Canada and Australasia, namely, in
regard to Asiatic immigration. -In this connection
their danger was the same as the United States. It
must be faced. It might as well be understood that
it was in no sense hostility to any nation, but there were
eertain great principles which must be accepted, One
was that no nation had a right to demand that ber
people should migrate to another free country or
should find cause for war therein, The first sovereign
tight was the right to say who should come into, the
country. - -

»

Senator Lodge (according to the Darly Telegraph's
New York correspondent), states that Harding’s
Administration will see that Asiatic, and even European

.
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invasions are stopped. He suggests that the United
States, Cavada, and Australasia will combine to
prevent Japanese immigration. The correspondent
further says the Republicans are- determined to deny
the Japanese the rights of citizenship, although the
recent census has shown that the Japanese population
10 the three Pacific-coast States is comparztively small,
"and the talk-of Japanese predominance a gross
exaggeration, . o . .

London, Nov. 26.—The statement of Lord Cave,
who recently visited Canada and America that Canada
entirely approves of the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Couscil, has led the Canadian &. C., Mr. V. S.
BEwart,.to send a letter to The Zomes saying that Lord
Cave i3 mistaken in maintaining that the Dominiop
“statesmen consider the present system of appeals
satisfactory. Mr. Ewart writes: “If the Canadian
cases are to continue to go for final decision outside
Canada, altbough we have been accustomed to seeing
them  decided by British judges, we are not at all
prepared for the introduction of others from Australia,
from New Zealand, from South Africa, from India, and .
elsewhere. "—Nafas. Mercury, -7

The following telegram has been received by Mr.
Charlie Nulliah, President of the Pietermaritzburg
Branch of the South African Indian National Con-
gress from the Secretary to the Governor-General in
reply to the message ot welcome sent on behali of the
Indians of Maritzburg :— .

' Am degired to express through you to the Indian
comraunity of Maritzburg the best thaoks of Prince
and Princess Arthur of Connaught tor the message ~of
welcome and good wishes conveyed by 4our telegram
of the zoth November which their Royal Highnesses
much appreciate. ¥~

A message 6t welcome to H. R. H, the Prince and
Princess of Connaught was sent by the Port Elizabeth
‘British Indian Council to which the Prince has sent
the {ollowing reply.:— - - )

. Many thanks for your kind message for which I
am deeply grateful. ”

We understand that Mr. Joseph Royeppen has left
for India where he wishes to spend some time. Heg °
will attend the Indian Natiooal -Coogress as an
independent and unafficial visitor from oversgas. We

‘wish Mr. Royeppen 2 pleasant voyage.

.

London, Nov. 16—His Majesty the King, the
~ Prince of Wales, the Duke of York, and other members
of the Royal family, says Reuter, bade farewell to the
Duke of Connaught who has left for Nice from where
he will proceed to Marseilles em soufe to India on
Dec. 18 for the purpose of opening the pew Indian
Parliau‘lent. .
s .
The Johannesburg correspondent of the Nafa/

Mercury 9ays :—
Ina repoyr: upon his recent tour of Natal, Mr. J.

Hunter, Secretary of the South Africans’ League, says
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his first impression is that the local Government
authorities in Natal are fully alive to the gravity ol
Asiatic problem and are tackling the position with the
means at their disposal. * Natal, ” ha says, * has its
own phase on the question, but at the root bottom it
is identical with that of the Transvaal. The impression
that Natal is prepared to stew in its own juice is quite
delusive. . There is ap overwhelming feeling every-
where, I have been among responsible people that
the problem "must ‘be” faced and solved.” ‘Another
impressiou is that the evil is no worse in Natal than it
is in the country-towns of Transvaal. He states that
although there are about 170,000 Asiatics in Natal
agminst 20,000, inthe Transvaal probably 150,050 ate
cooligs or unskilled labourers, leaving approximately
the same number of trading Asiatics as there are in
the Transvaal. . He does not wonder the question is
acute. . -

We regret to state that Mr. Parsee Rustomjee’s
health has taken a somewhat bad turn during the week
and he is still laid up. : We sincerely hope that he will
soon recover and be restored
energy once [more.

¥

-~

INDJAN- REPATRIATION
our lagt week's issug we published a report of

HNM& Wynope-Cole's ibtervieiy with gbe Taines of
. Natal in regard to_ the Pnion Government’s
scheme of repatriation, Mr. Wynne-Cole, (the Re.
pairigjion Officer,) has given the information that up to

the present aver six hundred Jodians have availed

themselyes of the Government’s offer, and _g}:ai a large
nuptg of Indians have given notice o their employers
to take effect at the end of the year. He also stated
that, so far, much has really pot been doné owing to
the fact that the Govermnent decided to give em-
ployers tin

the. Toditi Jabour hoe et
to sap that there wis a tot of agitation- by “ unscry-
pulous agitators, ” who, he says, are chiefly those that
hape takey part in‘strikes in South Afiica and been

convicted. *“They are men of no position or i-fluenée-

possessing in most cases the clothes they stand up in
and nothing more,” M, Wynne.Cole 'jn- quoting an
é_:_c_hlpp’lg _0f the methods of these dlleged * “ unscru.
pulous sgitators® ‘said, they had been spreading
2 story that “these lndians are not . bejng sent
to India but that
days out, they are informed that they are being taken
to some other country, wheis they will be made to
work practically under conditions of slavery, This
storg of the Repatriation Officer is as much believable
a8 is the story that is-being heard about his paid
recruiters—men, of course, of position and. influenge

and “possessing much more than the clothes they stand -

up in (?)—that if the Indians do not voluntarily lenve
the country g time will soon come when they will be
kicked out of the.country compulsorily, etc. It both
the stories are |p be believed, then, it is indeed doubt
tul.as to who is serupulons and who is unscrupalous. .
Mr. Wynoe-Cole ip reported to have made anather
statement that there is a .strong suspiciop that these
“men of straw” are only agents, and that
** behind them is the Arab trader who fears that once the Indian
worker has the ¢ountry It wili- only -tie quéstiont of time
before the Government finds méans to send him packing: shat
these tradery appatently think it is to their advantage 4o keep
to Lheir position unexposed by persuading the labauring” classes
traders and He

Government. ¥ J

“This is'news to ©s. We did not know that ‘the
mind of the Indian was working in this direction and
we do not even now know that it is.” But we certainly
know now how the mipd of the Government is working.
It would appear that Mr. Wynoe-Cole. has ygeons.
cipusly revegled the fact that the Voluntary Repatria-
tiou Scheme is pothiog else but a cleyer(?) device op

to higs old health and .

ample time tn make arratgements to replace .
Mr. Wyhine:Cole further went oo .

when ' the steamer is two of three .

O

. been shown by the famous General Dyer by hig
. in the Pupjab aud the way he has been dealt with for

\ o
the part of the Union Government to ultimately rig -
the couatry of its Indian population and thos quench
the thiest of the Anti-Asiatics, ‘ -
" Alter what we have heard, seen, and read aboyt the
scheme we can come to ooly one conclusion that the
Asiatic Repatriation Scheme is voluntary in name
only, The intention of the authorities is to make the
conditions in this country fuch hat it would be iip.
potsible or the Indians to live and that would in the

" end force them to voluntarily leave the country, * The'

one fear that is put in the minds of the Indians is that
there is no rice $o be had here and that there is no

-likelihood ol.its coming; whilst in {odia rice is abandant

and is exceediogly cheap. Apart from this tales are
told of the rosy conditions in India whep in reality
ao such conditions exist, and a warging is given ag- to
the gloomy conditions they will be placed under jn thiy
coudtry. ‘Thoitgh so far the schemd has been anything
bul a'success, notwithstanding the eflorts 6f Mr. Wynué.
Cole and his ‘recruiters, and thongh' we believe that,
#hile an infinitisimally smhil” numbeér of Indians' who
may retura fo India, there’ will never be a volantary » -
rirovement on by scalé oo the part of Indians) we do
think that the poor illiterate” cJass’ of Indians are’ apt
t6 beli¢ve all the above mentioned stories 'and ivouﬁj
readily avail themselvés of the' Spportunity "6f &. free
passage to India little knowing or even caring to kuiow
that they and their children are losing their domicile
in this country, The onus is op the educated Indigns
to explaji to these people the trye position. From
what we arg able to read of the -conditjons in ndiz
and to hear from people coming from Jndia we are by
00 means prepared to say that they are rosy. |
Soms tjme ago a Repatriation. Explavatory Com-
mittee was formed in Durbap but we ;ave heard
mighty little of the aclivities of that’ body. Will they
oot wake up? . :

T

BRITISH JUSTICE!
. po donbt becoming an appropriate term
for certain  white.. men who pride - themselves in
being called british but whose actions are similar ‘to
those of demons. British ideals and principles are
indeed fast vapjshing. Sufficiept evidence. of this has
tions

Brutigh i

thosg actions. . . - :
The lollowing story of an ex-army captain, appearing
in the ZEast African Chronucle will be r:ad with
indignation by those why have even a gpark of
humanity in them :— . Co o
“ An exaimy captain, vamed H. M. Harmries has
Justice Sheridan ap Ngkurn

been hrought before Mr.
charged with *“ causing grieyous hug! to a dumb
native boy by flogging him so that he had to be
carried by his triends to hospital on a stretcher and
lay there lor five” ‘weeks. The captain in his own -
evidence said: ’ - :
On Jun¥ 10 the boy was brought before him, and
was told he would get 20°lashies. Kani tied him to a
wagan, biit after two strokes, he was untied and leid
on the ground:  He (Harries) then gave him ‘17 cnts
and then 'noticing the skin was breaking stopped.
The boy sat down and afterwards-stood up—the whole
héating taok ten mioutes at the most. - He had no
intention of causing ‘grievous hirt ‘and * the beating
was a perlectly pormal one.® He had never known
1 beating have such'an efiect, - B Iy
The native evidence was that the boy was flogged/
by Harries all ‘over the head, face, and body with
kibobe 5 a witdiess said he counted a: hundred ‘lashds..
The jury brought in a verdict of & simple, not grievous -
hurt” and added & rider that Harries received extrems
provocation. The Judge, said he cpuld not give eflact to
the jury’s rider 3¢ in bis opinion the beatiog was brutal
and excessive, *He sentenced Harries fo  three-
months rigorous imprisopment, - '
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As ap gxample of how justice ig meted oyt
people. in british courts we, quo:eqthe Ig'llgl\‘vintgq 12?:::
lrom the Maritzburg correspondent of the Natal
Mercury of g vecent case in the Maritzbyrg court :—

An umfian emt[;lze&:l by a farmer near town this
moyning was santenced ta seven givokes for ion,
His (ather thenppeared in. the Fgocel?.i'éha eif‘%w?:‘b
assaulting the complainant, From the evidence it
appeared;:that theé (alber accused the.complainant of
hays} treatment of the umfapn, spd - refused to leave
the premiges, Grally . becoming abusive _and “drawing
a knile, The employer got the man's head iy chancery,
ang took the knite away. . The Magistrate said he had
no reason to doubt that the umiaan had been. faily
treated.  He noticed with gravity, the increasing -

“aolence and violence of Natives towards Europeans
and the increased recource to the knife, which should
ngt be permitied,  Accysed was gentenced to three
'manths’ hard labour and ggven gtrokes, the. Magistrate
addipg that he hoped this woyld be at once a lesson .
to accused angd a warping t@ others, LT

A native lad gets seven strokes for .desertion, and

a palive - gets/ three moyths ~abd seven. strokes for
an alleged assault whilst a European- officer- foi
brutally flogging a native boy is punished with. a redi-

culous sentence of three .monthe {mprisonment ! What |

justice!t o= - S L
————————
"TRAM STRIKE
"The Durban tramwaymen’s strikehas seen its last on
Saturday Jast thougl' the service was really resjmed
on ‘Sunday, The "Town Counci] haying agreed to
rescind all their previous sesglutions i’ i'eéard ‘to the
tramwaymen's dispute and accepted fo instruct the
Joint Adyisory Board to considcr the position de nove,
the trapwaymen agreed to' resime work. It "cahnof’
 thérelore be said that the strike is really settled, but i
Has reached an armlistice stige. ‘One thing about the
strike was no doubt admirable’ and''thit was' that 'it
was carrjed on peacefully from the beginning .td' the
end. 'The pub.ic were indeed 'pleased to get' the ‘tram
service back again but, thosé people who, though being
citizens of Durban were not fortutiate’ enough owing to
thejr dark skins, to partake of the facilities' providéd
by the Citizéng’ League were still more pleased. ° =

L

THE NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS -
' BF\'I'SF.‘D DRM"‘I ' CONS‘I‘I‘TU‘I‘IQI'Q
" NaMe '

1. That the name nf. .the institution shal} be
“The Natal -Indian Congress’ whose- hendquarters
" ghall be in Durhan, Nata) Brovince,” *. VI
2 .77t 'OsjECTS .

(3). Ta mprove the relations between the [udians
ang Epropeans and promote  {riepdlingss
between thoge residept in the Prayince apd
the Union. i .

(b) Ta_guard,  protest, and jmprove hy all

. legitimate means the status of Ipgdians.resideqt
in the Provioge and take a)l necessary actions
agpipst al] oF any épcroachments ppon

isting rights- -~ -

{c) "l_e‘fl%gdugcar;:"}ndians espggially those horp in

" the Colony ip lodiap history and gegerally lo
take an inteyest in the ‘edygation 9 _Indpﬁy.
and, if necessary, to ke PrVIED. lor. theif
“education. . i ndia

() To.go-pperate as far a3 possikle with Indian

""" nnd other commupifies and grganisatiens 19
mauters afiectipg -fhe iotepests of Indians

" resident in the Unjon pr ejsewhere. .

(e) And generally to do everything that- wauld
tepd to place the gommunity an a better
footing socially. iptellectyally, gnd palifieally:

. . I M - -
3+ That avery quia.t: io the Province of Natal over

the'age of 21 shall be ‘deemen to be, and every perion

prooting the objects of the, Cougress may, ip the

- discretion of the C_ogq‘mi_ttee become a member of the

Natal Indian Congress, subjéct to the provisions ¢
latal Tndia to provisions - of
paragraph 5o hereof, ‘Mémbership shall not ‘Bepend

-uponi the -payment 6l an " entrance - subscription

“provided, however, such admission of- membership

shall not exempt any member of the community. trom
the tax that will be levied upon” every member of the
community, to contribute according to their standings,
as will be more fully set'out in pyragsaph 10 héreol.

4. That ‘the affairg’ of° the Conogress shall be

_goverried'by ‘a copmittee condisting of a President,

6 vice-presidents,®a'joint hon. sectetaries‘or a secretary

and an assistant secretary,‘two joint tréasurers and 'z}
committee men who''shall 'bé clécted at thé general
election of ther Congress and shall remain in' office
until their suceessors-are appointed. *~ - ;.

:5: The Committee lor the timé being in office shall
have the power foadd tb its members,. .« - - -

6. That the' Commigtee ahall meet at the offices of
the Congress at leasp once a month which ghall' be on

‘ the last Wednesday of  the, month or on such other

date ag the hen. . secretary may deem fit:and shall

transact general business, Twelve members, inclugjve

of at least 3 han. officers shall- form 3 quorrym. .
7. That a geoeral meeting of the Congress shall b

| heid once a year in such cengre-as the Committee may

decide, save and except in eéxceptiong] circumstances

 of which the ‘Comunittee shall be judged, such antual

| genfral meeting shall “take “place in the iionth ‘of
- January in éach year at'a

place and date gd thd
Committee may decide.’ JEDEE :
8. That the hon, secretary or secretaries shall keep

' a minute -book ta which'vshall ‘e recorded-all- the

transactions of the Compmitteée held from time to’time;
and the same shall, at each subsequent meeting -of the
Committeg, be resd gnd cenfirmed hy the chairman
presiding thereat, gnd, when signed by him shall be

_conclusive evidence af their gogtents angd of their

regplarity of the - procegdings pf .,sugh praviois

. meetings.

g. That the hon. secretaries shall correspond with
leading Tndians residetit in other diagistérial distsiets

" of the-Piavince with & view t6 forming - district sub-

comuiitides 6f thie'Cangiess, such sub-cbmmniittées shall

- be entifled to affiliate with thé €onfress’ on the pay-

“ ¢ fqo. ‘Fhat as' provided “in” paragraph

meiit- f a'subseription 6f & guinea mnunally in advance |
and shall be eligible to send duly acredited delegates
to gnuual or general mgetings oF. to goy specia} com-
mittee eetings that may he convesed on any matler
qf emergency affectiog the commupily, provided,
however, that this shail not exempt any member 6f any
sub-committee of any magisterial district or otherwise,
from the provision of paragraphs 3 & 10 hereof.' ¢

' 1 ‘§- hereof the
committee shall * liave by “virtue--ol 'this’ settior the
power to levy upon the members ol the Iodian com-
mubity in'the Proviticé of Natal as'follows == * " *
© (a) 'Upon*the-holders ol“‘wholesa!e—"hcencas—,{,‘;

*" per gnnum, ¢ ¥ N et :
. (b} Upon' thé holders of retail licence-£1-10-
per annuih, e e R R

(c) Upon--all other licences. £ per anoum,

(d) Updn all Ludian. gidles’ ol thé age of 20
years.and upwards excepling the ahove, - per

head-108. - - e wes

11. That the Committee shall be gmpowered ta
draft and: pesst rules lor regulation of ‘ityowrk, and
shall haveall general powers,:. A o e G S
.xg, That the President shall p_resude at all meetings,
qr, in his absence one of his vica-presidgnis, of -l
their absence, a member of the Compmittee shail . bg,
elected tg pregide. ' e .
" 13. Thatno motion or resolution of which a pre-
vigus potice of At Jeas; 48 hoyrs has not been given: 1o .
the hog. Secretary or Secrefaries, shall be ronsidered
by the Commijies unless jt deem@s pthermise

4



’

358

_ INDIAN OPINION

" DECEMBER 3RD, 1920

14. That the proceedings of the meetings shall be
carried on in any, or all of the following languages :—
Eoglish, Tamil, Gujar:ti or Hindustaoi, .

_ 16, That any member ot the Committee having  the
proper qualification may be called upon by the chair-

mian to interpret.to the meeting the speeches of any

other member when such is pecessary. :

16. That all mouey of the Congress shall be
deposited in a Bank approved of by the Committee.

17. That all cheques of the Congress® shall be
signed by the presideat, either of the Treasurers, and
countersigned by one of the Hon. Secretaries.

18. That the Sec. or Secs. shall bhave the power to
.incur expenditure to the extent of £5 (Five Pounds
only). Such expenditure shall be reported at the
next Committee meeting for confirmation.,

19. That the Hon. Sec. or Secs. shall inform the
members at least two days previously of their
monthly meetings and in. case of an emergency
meeting immediate intimation shall be given.

z0. That the name of any member of the Committee
who without just cause being shown, fails to attend
any three consecutive meetings of the Committee shall
be removed from the list of the members of the
Committee, notice having previously been given to
such member of the intention of the Committee to so
remove his name. “

21. That any member who fails to pay. his annual
subscription shall cease to have a vote or voice in the
meetings of the Congress or in its workings, provided,
however, such member shall not cease to be 2 member
of the Congress notwithstanding. ’

23. The Committee for the time being shall have
full powers to expend such sum or sums of money as
may be necessary for the proper working of the
" Congress. :

23. The hon,officers and ‘members of the Com.
mittee shall hold office for a period not Tonger than 2
years, or until the next annual general meeting there-
after, but they or any of them shall be eligible for
re-election.

24. That all moveable and immovable properties of
the Congress shall be vested in the names of g trustees,
representative of the Indian communmity. Such trustees
shall be elected at a general or special general meeting
_ by a two-third majority of those present and eligible
to vote. '

. 25. That a Trust Deed shall be drawn clearly
defining the duties and powers of Trustees, and that
shall provide for their removal, re-election, in case of
resigoatin, death or otherwise,

26. That there shall be & special condition in the
Trust Deed that the properties of the Congress shall
not - be- sold, mortaged, encumbered or otherwise
alienated by the Trustees, or their powers substituted
without the consent and authority obtained at a
Committee .meeting of the Congress, thirty days notice
of such motion having been given to all Committee
members, and such motion shall be carried by a two-
third majority of those 'present, and actually taking
.part io the vote,"and coofirmed in a special general
meeting convened therefore after due publicity.

27. That the Committee shall have the power to
amend, revise, or add, to the foregoing rules at the
annual general meeting of the Congress, or at 2 meet-
ing called for the purpose by a two-third majority * of
. those present thereat, motice of such amendment,
revision- or addition must be given to the Hon,
Secretaries 30 days before such anmpual or general
meeting, and the Hon. Secretaries shall notify
members at least one week prior to meeting with a
copy of such amendment revision or addition.

28. That the Secretaries shall call 2 special
meeting of the Committee on receipt of a requisition
signed by at least 9 members of the Commistee,

THE PRINCE OF WALES AND INDIAN
. LABOUR

[By MR, C. F. ANDREWS IN ZJndra]

1 wish tg call immediate attention to the peculiarly -

mean way it which the Prince of Wales is being

utilised by capitalist politicians in order to buttress up -

an exiremely profitable, but altogether degraded and
degrading system for supplying chzap Indian labour to
the Colonies—the main prefits from which swell the
dividends of the British shareholders in Sydoey and
London. The Prince has called at two Crown
Colonies hitherto, at both of which Indian indentured
labour has, in the past, been exploited with disastrous
moral results to the Indians ‘themselves, and not in-
frequently with labnlous money profiis to the sugar
companies concerned. The iniquitous system of the
indentured * coolie traffic ” has now been stopped, but
immense subsidised efforté are being made in London
aad elsewhere to bring about some form of renewal
of Indian labour recruiting for these Colonies. No
stone is being leit unturoed; and, with a capitalist
Government stroogly eatreached at Westminster, there
is always the possibility of succeeding. It is peculiarly
odious, however, to find the Prince of Wales used as 2
mouthpiece. In Fiji, there was no opportunity allowed
him of meeting the self-respecting Indians who have
been disgusted at the racial treatment meted out to
them, making them inferior to the Fijians and Poly-
nesians compelling them on all ocaasions for months
tozether to go about the streets with a.ticket of leave.
The Prince bas been furnished with an altogether one-
sided view of what had taken place. He declared
(and good care was taken by Reuter to cable his words

- immediately all over the world) that he was glad to

find that there was no racial question involved in the
recent Indian disturbances, A glance at the Statute
Book of the Fiji Government for the year 1920 would
have shown him what 2 monstrous lie was being put
into his mouth, ’ '
Furthermore, we have just had a second cablegram
seot all over the civilised world concerning the con-
dition of Indian labourers in Trinidad. Their treat-
ment has been most carefully and impartially examined

‘by a Commissioner sent from Canada in 191x6. This

very able inquirer bore out by his investigations most
of what I had already di.covered in Fiji conceming
the indenture system there—though it shall be clearly
understood that the evils in Trinidad were not so acute
as those in Fiji. Yet the Prince of Wales, on landing
at Port of Spain, Trinidad, has put into his mouth
what amounts to an advertisement for further Indian
labour recruiting. The XKemownm, we read, anchored
in the roadstead this morning (September 17) and the
Prince of Wales had an enthusiastic reception from a
large crowd when he landed. Replying to an address
by the Governor at Parliament House, the Prince re-
ferred to the fact that Trinidad provided new opportu-
nities for the progress and well-being of a large immi-
grant population from India, which- he hoped to wvisit
ere long,

Thers is not a word here condemaing the iniquities|
of the indenture system uader which this large mmi-
grant population came out or congratulating the
Colony on getting rid of it ; there is na word about the
wretched conditions under which the Indian here
lived, such as Mr. Dobbs, the Commissioner from -
Canada, has-described ; but, instead of this, an obvious

[

attempt has been made to whitewash the past and -

prepare the way for fresh immigration of Indian labour
in the future. - - ‘.

Mahatma Gandhi has been quite right in refusing to
welcome the Prince of Wales in. India, until we are
able tc speak frankly to him what are the true facts,
and not merely to hear from his lips the official version,
The officials entrenched in office have sufficient power
in their own hands without this added power of using
the Prince of Wales as their tool,
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MR, GANDHI'S OPEN LETTER
To Every ENcLisHMaN Iy IxDIa

Dear Friend,—I wish that every Englis i
this appeal and give thoughtful attentgionhtl::m':t. il ses
Let me mtrmi.uce mysell 1o you. In my humble
opioion, no Indian Has co-operated with the British
Government more than 1 have for an unbroken period
of twenty.nine years of public life in the tace of circtim-
stances that might well have turned any other man into
a rebel. I ask you to believe me when I tell you that
my co-operation was not based with the fear of the

punishments provided by your laws or any other selfish
motives. It was free and voluntary co-operation based
on the belief that the sum total of the activity‘eof the
PBritish Government was for the benefit of Iodia. I
put my life in peril jour times for the sake
of the Empire,—at the:time of the Boer War when I
was in charge of the Ambulance ‘Corps whose work
was mentioned in General Buller's dispatches, at the
time of the Zulu revolt in Natal when Lwas in charge
of a similar corps, at the time of the commencement
of the late war when I raised an Ambulance Corps and
as a result of .the strenuous traininog bhad a severe
attack of pleurisy, and lastly, in fulfilment of my pro-
mise to Lord Chelmsford at the War Conlerence in
- Delhi, 1 threw myself in such an active recruiting
campaign in Kaira District involving long and trying

marches, that [ had an attack.ot dyseatry which proved .

almost fatal. I did all this in the full belief that acts
such as mine mus! gain for my country an equal status
in the Empire, So late as last December I pleaded
hard for a trustful co-operation. I fully believed that
Mr. Lloyd George would redeem his promise to the
Mussalmans and that the revelations of the . official
atrocities in the Punjab would secure full reparation
for the Punjabis.. But the  treachery of Mr. Lloyd
and its appreciation by you, and- the condonation of
the Punjab atrocities have completely shattered my

faith in the good intentions of the Government and

_the pation which is supporting tt.
But though my faith in your good intestions is gone,
I recognise your bravery, and I know that what you
will not yield to justice and reason, you will gladly
yield to bravery. - .
" See what this Emprye means to India :—
Exploitation of India's resources for the benefit of
Great Britain, - '
An ever-increasing military expenditure, and a civil
service the most expensive in the world. .
Extravagant working of every department in utter
disregard of India’s paverty.

. Disarmament and consequent emasculatioa of a
whole nation lest an armed nation might imperil the
lives of a bandtul of you in our midst.

Traffic in intoxicating liquors and drugs for purpose
iof sustaloing & top-heavy administration,

Progressively repressive legislation 1n order to
‘suppress an overwhejting agitation seeking to give
expression to the nation's agony. . L
. Degrading treajment of Indians residing- in your
dominions, and you have shown tétal dls_re.ga.rd.. of our
feelings by .gloritying the Punjib administration and
flouting the Mussalman sentiment. -

“4'I know you would not mindif we. could fight and

wrest the:séeptre from: your hands. You koow that

we are powerless to do that, for you. have ensured our -

fincapacity to fight in open and bonourable battle.
Bravery on the battlefield is ) s
Bravery of the soul still remaimns open for us.
know you will respond to that also. Iﬁam e;g:ggd i:::‘
evoking that bravery. Noun-co-operation . no-
thing lgss than trainiog in selt-sacrifice. Why should
we co-operate with you when we konow that by your

. administiation of this great country we _arebemg daily
enslaveq in an increasing degree- This respons:l of
the people to my appeal is Dot due to my person I:Iy.
1 would like you to dismiss me, and for the matter the
Ali Brothers too, from your copsideration. My

thus irapossible lor us.’

personality will fail to evoke any response to anti-
Muslim cry if I were foolish enough to rise it, as the
magic pame of the Ali Brothers would fail to inspire
the Mussalmans with enthusiasm if they were madly
to raise ap aaoti-Hindu-cry. People flock in their
thousands to listen to us because—we to-day represent
the voice of & pation groaning under your iron heels,
The Ali Brot.hers were your friends as I was, and still
anr;- My religion forbids me to bear any ill-will to-
wards you. I would not raise my haod against you even
if I had the power, I expect to conquer you oaly by
my sufleriog, Tne Ali Brothers will certainly draw the ~
swo_rd, it they could, in delenc? of “their teligion and
thejr country. Butthey and I have made common
cause with the people of India-in their attempt to
voice their leelings and to. find a remedy for their
distress, -~

_ You are in search of m remedy to suppress this
rising ebulition of national feeling. I venture to
suggest to you that the only way to suppress it is to
remove the causes. You bave yet the power. You
can repent of the. wrongs done to Indians. You can
compel Mt. Lloyd George to vedeem his promises.
1 assure you he has kept many escape-doors. You can
compel the Viceroy to retire in favour of a better one,
You can revise your ideas about Sir Michael O'Dwyer
and General Dyer. You can compel the Government
to summos a conference of the recognised leaders of
the people, duly elected by them and representing all
- shades of opinion s0 as to devise means for granting
Swaraj in accordance with the wishes of the~ people of
—India, - ’

" But this you cannot do unless ybu consider every '
Indian to be in reality your equal and brother. 1 ask
oz no patronage, I merely poiot out to you, as a iriend,
an honourable solution of a grave problem. The
other solution, namely reprsssiog, is open to you.
I prophesy toat it will fail.. It has begun already,
The Government bas already imprisoned two brave
' men of Panipat for holding and expressing their
opinions freely. Another is on his trialdn Lahore for
having expressed similar opinions. One in the Qudh
District is already imprisoned. Auvother waits judg-
. ment, You should know what is going on in your
midst. OQur propaganda is being carried on in anti-
cipation of repression. I iovite you respectfilly to*
choose the better way and make common cause with -
the people of India whose.salt you are eating. To
seek to thwart their aspirations is disloyalty to th
country, - ; . :
. [ am, .

Your faithful friend, .
- M. K., Ganpat, ™

~

LY

THE MOVEMENT IN INDIA

We take the following from the Im‘cma;miml_:—'
The local. press is very careful not to give any

1 nformation relating to ' conditions in India, but that

great mass movements, both industrial and political,
are taking place there is certain. The decision of the

at Natiooal Coagress in favour of non-co-operation
has roused the whol@ country to a sense of unity under
the leadership of Mr. Gandhi. Mrs. Besant, the tool
of British Tmperialism,.was hopelessiy _defeated. '

) Bririsi Laws Surxnsnnz:t . .
. Tha Congress and country are now determined
ob'trntil: t?:e rgighting of the Khilafat wrong, the Punjab
wrong, and a complete breach, if possible, with the
British connection. Already the people of Jubalpore
have relused to participate in the weicome intended
for the Viceroy - during -bis {drthcoming  visit.
Arbitration courts are being started all over they_
country as well 45 national schools, and lawyers are
giving up their practices. ‘

In this ‘movesent Indian Labour is going to plzy an

important part. During the Congress session -trade
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- wibn-brghuisatioh of labour was strodgly advoeated as -

one ol the objects in the policy ol ndn-co-operation.
THe coubtty i$ awaitibg a strong
hdjottrned méeting of the first All-India Trades Union
Cotigress on Ottober 31. - i '
‘ INSURGENT LABOUR -

Labour unrést i3 geheral throughout the countiy.
Tle-postal edaployees dte oh Strke il Borbay, also
tonte of the mill hands, Toe great “Peninstlar

Railway stalf dispute with the authorities is threateting

% railway stoppagt. - High prices and low #ages, and
pven timine conditiohs in some parts, are adding to
the unrest among the workems. = B
* Moreover, signs of repression are iil- evidence against
the Moslem and Khilafat wotkers. The community is

braciog itselt for 4 stiupgle Against this Yepression.’

The Sindh, Punjab; Oudh, and other districts Feport
prosecutions, Zafarali Khan, editor of the Zemhder
i thie latest arvest. ' ' Eeen

It the repression ‘codtinués it will be “difficult to
kebp the rank dnd filé i check, ‘altiiough the Central
Khilafat Comuiittee and Mr. Gandhi’s ibfluencd . ‘rk
execising 4 wholtsome restraint. -As-it' is, India
threatehs rapidly to becotte another Ireland.

. . [ A N R

MAULVI ZAFAR ALI KHAN
The following dre sBine ibtercsting éxtracts from the
statement ol Maul¥i Zafar Ali Khan, Editor, ‘Zemndar
who has recent!y beeh -sestedckd in Lahors Yo traps-

portation lor five years :— . :
. For the past few years ft bas been:customory With
the official class in this oublry to freat all agitation,
however peéacéful ‘and VYrderly, aod- all ériticism,
however just and r_easobable, as **sedition”, while
rebellions are manufactured to sétve s pretext for the
ibttoduction or application of repressive measures 'for
which otherwise there wonld be no justification. The
scandalous tre&tment meted out to me did not there-
,lore,s‘u?pi:e bdé in the least. 1 knoWw at ohce that as

lead from Lhe

& fealous Khilafit wirker aind as a strong critic of .

midHle eastern Policy of the Presest Bhtish Govetn-
mebt, T had been sitigled ont it thé Punjab as the
,iost cohveniént ‘“Rebel,” ‘on whotn - examplaty
punishment might be inflicted, #ith & view to suppress-
ibg Khilafat m&vement, checking non-violent non-to-
operation, which by commgn consent, has come to be
looked upon as the principal plank in ‘the national
platform for united India. Repression has -failed
before and is doonsed to ignominous failure . now, as
sure as day foVlows bight. But that is auother story.

A few days later, I was informed that I should look
upon myself as an undertrial prisoner and - that
proceedings woatd-be institeted “mpwinst me in open
court in due course. The appeinted day came and on
the 2oth September, I was brouglit before this court,
when 1 ledrivd tor the first lime that one Jkram-Ul-

- Haq, 20 employée-io ‘the €. I.. D, bmuch of. the
police department, had charged we with: certain
offence under sections’ 124 (A)and 153 {a)of &, P.C.
So may arredt'under the  Defence India of Act was
‘after allan official ruse, An ordinary warrant could
have been jssmed under the provision of the Crimipal
Procedure Code, "blt in their'eageroess to deptive me
of my liberty, the officials who kaew. in their -heatt ot
bearts that I 'would disdain to &ycape them employed
the readiest weapon in their armoury and brought in
the Defence of India Act 'to their aid. It is a
thousand pities that the official chigs so powerfal in
the conttry should be reduced 1o ‘the humilisting
necessity of employing such a disereditable stibterfuge
2gainst 2 person. who all his life has ‘beet proclaimed
that fe is a humble devoted subject of the King
Emperor. . :

After enunciating his political' creed.
with the character of the prosecution witnesses, Maulwi
Zalar Ali proceeded to examine. the charges preterred
agaiost him, He said: I admit having ssked the

4nd ae;ling ]

or the ‘Government of India.

people at: Ha%x0 to abstain from sending their children
to Government schools. I consider this a legitimate
means ol expressing my disapprobation of the
Govéthment measure and I hope that by hdoptiny
this and similar means wé shhll in due édourse succeed
it bringliig the Government tound 10 ouF wiy of
thinklng, and in persuading it to redress the great
wrotifs done to U in the matter of Khflafat asd
Punjab. I 4lso admit haviog called upon the audience
at Hazro a8 I have dotie ‘élsewhére, hot to furnish
recroits for the Indian Ariy till the Government
fulfills the solethn promises it mide to the Mussalmahs
‘of Inidia in the King's natie in regard to the: holy
places of Istamt and Khilafat. Thié ‘action, T &lso
Yepard'as petfectly constitutional and I do not think
I committed at act.unbécoming of 2 British titizen by
inducing my countrymen' to refrain from éulisting i 4n
army which is being employed for purposes which-weré
yolemily repudiated by the Government of India on
the 2nd November 1914. : AL
" After dealing with Lloyd Qeorfe’s- pledges of
Jabuary rgr8 und 'the Turkish Treaty' Maulvi Zafar
Ali proceeded w<There iz no' cohstription in this
country, and military service is voluntary, I therefore
‘fail to see how I committed ah unlawful At by asking
the audience &t a ‘public meeting to. gbstain from
califting in the army. -f do ndt dewy the substadce
of 'the exhortations with Which the tomplaint has
habged me in: the section, - I'do dpprove of Zuildave
aod’ Lambhrdars resigning their posts by way of protest
#faiivst " the ~manner ‘ilk-which Mr:- Lloyd Geolge’s
Government has treated Turkey and  Khilafat, and as
lotig 4s there is no violence, I do not 'see people of
this country commit any illegal #ct by refusing to- serve
a Qovernthent which cannot keep its word. - ‘When the
Government can-prosecute their subjects for breach -of
faith surely the subjects have a right-of calling thelr
Geverdments to account if’ the' latter -deliberately
break theit plighted truth. - The ‘Governments - have
their ¢odes of law which' derive thieir ultimate sanction
from physical force. The people have their otmn {aw
ot non-violent non.co-operation which derives-its: final
strength from spiritual foreks, -~ - Co
Molvi Zafar Ali then concluded his
saying :— - .
Everything ¥ $aifl at Flarro Mcotiol was'based dpon
my religious coovictices and derived its ultimate
sanction {from the teachings of the Holy faith ‘of
Islam: * ¥f the-authorities consider my actioh illegal or
offensive there {s no help forit. I 'am bound by oy
faith to act in the mavder and cab ‘atsure the
authorities that no Mussalma tan profess views or ‘act
in 'a manner ‘¢ontrary ‘to'what I have déne -without
forfeitivg his claim to be regarded as a Mussatman.
1 maiutain 1 bave-exeited no. disaffection -against His
Majesty the Kiog abd have not - excited the people of
this country against the Government of Indis.- When
tutored police 'wittiesses produced by the complain-
dnt admit in their own way that I expected Hazro
audience to remain unshakeably loyal to ‘the Kiag
Emperor 4ind o no account to continit viekenea, sirely
this 15 ot exciting disaffection towards ‘His ' Majesty
T therefore demaad,
I came of Islam ‘which is my only shield agaidst
official tyranty, that I be restored o full libesty at
‘oace. If this ‘act-of bare justice -be denied to -me and
T am sentenced ostensibly on 2 charge of sedition, -but
really to Serve as a convenient sacrifice on a new altar
of repression, then 1 shall have the satisfaction of
feeliog that I have ‘doue some 'slight service to ‘my
faith-and to ty country.—Bombay Cheontcic,

o 0 .
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