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success of our tried and trusted friend Dr.

A. Abdurahman, He has been re-clected
to his seat in the City Council, Capetown, where, we
hope, he will continue his splendid work in the
interests ot the Coloured and Todian community.

WE are glad to hear of the brilliant electioveering

Those of us who have given the meanest thought to
current politics and even the most careless attention
to the public career of Dr. Abdurahmag must have been
impressed by the able and insistent manner in which
he has fought for the rights of the oppressed and un-
happy dark peoples in South Africa.

Indians can never be gratelul enough for the heroic
manner in which he has championed the cause of our
people in the Cape. He has always raised violent
objection and- indignant protest whenever attempts
were made in the City Council to curtail the rights
and privileges of the Indiaa, We trust that we will
find him the same strong advocate and unfailing
friend. . -

We are sorty to hear that Mr. A. Iswail the Rate-
payers’ Association candidate for Ward 6, Capelown,

has been disqualified on grounds that he has not paid
oue year's rates. Mr. Derry has been successiully
elected in his placé’ “The Cape [ndians have then
been robbed of the possibility of havieg one of "their
own representatives in the City Countil. We under-
stand that Mr. Ismail has already taken® legal action
with a view to having the matter tested by the Supreme
Court. -

At 2 crowded meeting ol electors of Ward 6, Capetom’:, A

the following resolution  was unanimously adopted :
« This meeting regrets to learn of the disqualification
of Mr. A. Ismail. Should he be successful in setting
aside the election of Mr. William Derry unopposed,
we pledge ourselves to support Mr. A, [smail in every
way possible. Inthe event of an adverse judgment
being given against Mr. A. Ismail, this meeting asks
fr. William Derry to resign his seat on the City
s‘.ﬁhnpil and thus create a vacancy in Ward 6. ™
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————

- We begto draw our readers’ attention to an ad-

vertisement appearing in this issue re Rent Board re-
turns for Ward 4 ot the Borough of Durban.

Mr. J.-L. Farell, secretary to the Durban Rent
Board, was appointed a Commissioner for Oaths for
the express purpose of enabling lessors of property to
swear to their statemeots before him. This will mean
a slight saving to the landlords of properties in Ward
4, whose terms have to reach al:he Board by noon on
October 13. . .

Mr. Abdul Hack Kazi accompanied by Messrs.

‘Dawad Bayat and Motala has leit for India by the

.Neuve Chapelle.

P _NOTES AND NEWS _

s.5. Karoa last Wednesddy, We wish them all a sate
voyage. :

GREAT HOPES AND GREAT PROMISES

" To THE EpiTor “ INpDIAN OPINION "

Sir,—There are times when silence is .goldgn and
othersswhen silence is cowardly. To refrain from
speaking at this pass however little weight one's words
may carry, would, I feel, savour.of cowardice. -

I’ have recently been reading a little book . “ Three
Years of War for Peace ” by Basil Matthews, written
in 1913, while yet the War was in progress. Here is
one quotation : *The call of such an Empire to-day
in the face of our new experiences of inity, is not so
much to imitate as to initiate, not to follow precedents
but to make them pot to ride easily in “the tack of
the pioneers but to share their venturesome spirit ‘and
go beyond them for we start where they left off, Their
foundations are superb; we should disappoint them
if we built no greater than they dreamed, ”

The words were written duriog the final phases of
the World-War—the War that was to complete, the
destruction of the high-handed privilege, was to make
the world safe lor democracy— or was it hypocrisy P-m
was to ensure the self-determination of small peoples
and generally to plant the flag of freedom and even-
handed justice over the grave of brute {orce, the mailed
fist and oppression. -

One of the late Jack London's virile works is styled
“When God Laughs.” My own conception of the
Diety precludes the idea of levity or synicism as
applicable to God, but, if there be any substance in
the belief ih a personal Devil, he—or is it perchance
as some have hinted She P—must be positively rocking
with Satanic merriment. Scarcely two short years
and already a recrudescence of Massacre, repression °
of hopes and aspirations inspired by fair promises,
harsh rale that is the negation of all that stands for
liberty and freedom of expansion. - .

Let me quote further from the little work already
referred to. Speaking of India’s contribution to the
fight for emancipation from Germap tyranoy the
author wrote : ¢ The merest catalogue of the Imperial
Service given by the smaller outposts is endless......
But when all is told the strangest story of all remains—
one that reads like an Arabian Night's romance, yet is
the solid history of our own day, No obe living can
have remained unmoved by, -or will ever forget, the
thrill of emotion that quickened the pulse of England -
when India ofiered hérself with oriental lavishness...
Germany had recorded her expectation that in =
European War, England would need to send additional
troops from howe to hold dowa restive ¥odia In the
event England called {rom India more than three-
quarters of her British troops and more than & haif
of her native army.........The offering of India was
first hailed with pelting roses at Marseilles, and was
sealed in blood when the Indian troops captured -
From tbat day to thi§ in Gallipolli
aod Salonika, in Palestine, Mesopotamia and in
Africa, India bas given of its best in the strange war
of the sahibs across the “black water.” Surely a
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sufficiently high testimonial! Aod what by way of
appreciation, gratitude or ought else that rightly might
be cted as the natural corollary of the eompli-
ments paid and the high hopes inspired? The flout-
ing of Mussulman sentiment ; Potsdam u:anslnted to
the Punjab ; the blackening and imprisoning of free-
doms champions ; yet once again: the betrayal of
principles in the interests of expediency | ‘

.Let me offer yet one more quotation from the same
little book: * There is a scale of plan and action
which will make our Rej, oot a competing Empire
in a race for power, but—as it were—a congeriés of
nations standing everywhere for equal liberty among
all peoples—a unit in & world-wide supernational
league that will discrown tyranny, heal divisions,
cleanse the earth from cruelty. establish knowledge
and set up freedom in all the earth.” A great hope
and a great promise, greatly spoken.

Is the soi! of the Empire so dead that there be
pope in powgr -with courage and determination
sufficiently high to translate them into deeds? -

C * Yours; eté.
’ L. W. Rff¢H.

New Chambers,

New Street, ’ .
Opposite D™ Court,
Johandesburg.,

8th September, 1930.

F—————————— =

AMRITSAR AND THE ANGLO-INDIAN- -
CREED '

[Br Josaus Brookes v India.}

Thé sunlingh:li'versity of opinion that has manifested
itself between the views held by Englishmen 'in_India,

and Eoglishmen gt home' on the subject of ‘General -

Dyér’s action at Amritsar is only to be- explained by
the {act that fréadom ot opinich on certain topi¢s is
not petmitted in Anglo-Indian Society. On cérizin
points perfect taadimity is demanded, snd Any deli-
rictionl from this title is resented, and, when possible,
repressed. Thére exists, in fact, in Thdii a creed
which is far more effective in its action than any of
the thrée contéssions ot Christendom: In these days
of réligioug toération & diao ibay with safety dedy the
tenets of the- Apostled’ Creed, and it is considered
fashionable td ridicile thos@ Athanasius ; but let him
besware liow hé offedd-against  the written dugmas of
the Anglo-Indian Bureaucracy. ;

.in Indig a¢ a British official alone éntitles anybody
to express any opiition oni any Indiag political ques-
tion. This is tédted as an axiom more souad than
any enunciated by Euclid, and mior¢ sacred than aay
dogina the Papacy. In support ot this idol of the cave
have Anglo-Indiad journalists and dovelists . pored out
the vital$ of their scorp on the radical peer and globe-
trotting member of Parliament. All pew-colérs to
aceommotite their ¥ews to those of the urthodox, of
else incut & species of social ostracism id the Mess,

at the gymkhana. 3ad o the draing-room. "It would )

scarcely be believed tb what an extent treedom of dis-
cussion is cabiked and confirnied ih Anglo-Indian

soclety. Another afticlé of the creed, which foliws’

paturally upon the first iz that all intetlerence trom
London, whetheér froin the Sectetary of State {or -India,
or from debates it Parliament is to- be cohdemned.
Incredible as it tay appeat, this is the El Dorado of
Indian officialism-=to be free from all external control,
to reign as undisputed despots, soppressing il hostile
comuments ity the Press or on the platirin, dnd even
in the smoking:roorh or at the dining-table,

With referenceg[to crititism in the Press, the ortho-
dox defend thémselves by the tite of an ammusiog
dilemma. If the eritic is 2 mere member of the non-
_ officia) genetel public bis temarks aje treated as ill-
informed eid inipertinent; if the critle is by sotne
rare chance an officidl he will generally block his

The chief-article of this ¢reed is that long residence -

]

sword of the charge of

unless he withdraws his statements and
his misconduct. With this two-edged
disloyalty against the official
and of ignorance against the non-official do the
Michael O'Dwyers and the Bosworth Smiths guard
their paradise of irrespousibility to pyblic opinion,
whether expressed in England or in India. )
They seem to expect that the English pation will “be
content to send 8c,000 of her sons to maintain in
lucrative posts a body of officials who assert that they
aod they alone know how India should be. governdd, .

promotion,
apologises far

- éonveoiently forgetting that even an Indian civil “E;

vapt is but a mortal, and therefore subject to th
strong influences that arise from vestad interest. If
the cxitic be a retired official of such eminence that
he canaot be’ charged with igoorance, and since his,
absence from India prevents the pressure of the gacial
aod official boycott, then tbe orthodox will in the
columns of the Pioneer express their amazement that
such a person should like to draw a peusion {rom a
Goveroment which he dares to criticise; again con-
veniently overlooking the fact these pensions are
defrayed not by the Government, but the Indian tax-.
payers, whose ¢ause the critie is espousing.

Had any Prussian Juok acted ip some German
colony ae General Dyer acted at Amritsar they would
have condemned him ; but the peculiar pyschology of
the British community in India due to their environ.
ment makes them ready to céadore, and even admire,
such an exhibition of ruthless militarism, if snly it be
performed in India, :

MR. GANDHI AND NON-CQ-OPERATION .

The following letter was addressed to the Viceroy
of India by Mr. M. K. Gandhi :— o :

Sir,—It is oot #ith a pang that I return the Kaiser-
i-Hind gold medal granted to me by your predecessor
for my humanitarian work ju South Africa for wy
services as officer in charge of tbhe Indian Voluateer
Ambulance Corps in 1906 and the Boer War medal -
for my services as Assistant Superintendent aof the
Indian Volunteer Stretcher Bearer Corps- during the
Boer War ol- 18gg-1900. 1 venture to return these

. medals in pursuance of the scheme of non-co-operation

inaugurated to day in connection with the Khilafat
movement. Viluablz as thess honous have been
to me, ! cannot wear them with any easy conscicnce
50 long as my Mussalman countrymen have to labour
under a wrorg doae to their religtous sentiment. Events
that have happened during the past month have
confirmed in the opinion that the Imperial Govera-
ment have acted in the Khilafat matter in an uo-
scrupulous, immoral and upjust maoner, and have
been moving from wrong to wrong in order to defend
their immorality. I can retain beither respsct nor
aflection for such a Government. ,

Punjin TRAGEDY ) ‘

The attitude of the Imperial and Your Excellency's
Goverpmentson the Punjab question has given me
additional cause for great - dissatisfaction. I had the
honour 88 your Excellency is aware, as one of the
Congress commissionera to iuvestigate the cause of
the disorder in the Punjab during the April of 1919,
And it is my deliberate conviction that Sir Michael
O'Dwyer was totally uafit to hold his policy of Lieute-
nant-Governor of the Punjab and that his policy was
primarily fespousible for ivfuriating the mob at
Amritsar, No doubt the mob excesses were wuno-
pardonable ; incendiarism, murder of five innocent
Englishmen and the cowardly assault on Miss Sher
wood were most deplorable-and uncalted for. But
the punitive measures takén- by Geaeral Dyer, Col.
Frank Johoson, Col. (FBrien, Mr Bosworth Smith,
Rai Shri Ramsud, Mr. Malik Khan and other ~officers
were out of all proportion 1o the crime of the people
and amounted to wanton cruelty and inhumanity al-
most unparalleled in modern times. Your Excellency’s
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light-hearted treatment ol the official crimg, yout
exoneration of Sir Michael O'Dwyer, Mr. Montagu's
despatch and above all the shamelul ignorance ot the
Punjab events and callous Hisregard of the feelings
of Indians betrayed by the House ol Lords -have
filled me with the gravest misgivings regarding the
. future of the Empire, have estranged me completely
from the present Governmeot and have disabled me
from tendering a5 [ have hitherto whole-heartedly
tendered my loyal co-operation. A .
GovERNMENT HOPELESSLY INDI1FFERENT

In sy l.mmhle opinion the ordinary wmethod of
agitatiﬂgsy way of petitions, deputations and the like
is no remedy tor moving to repentance a Goverament
so helplessly indifferent to the wetlare: of its charge,
"as the Government of India has proved to be. In
Eurepean countries, condonation of such grievous
wrongs as.the Khilafat and thé Pucjab would have
resulted in a bloody revolution by the people. They
would have resisted at all cost national emasculation
such, as the said wrongs imply. But hall of India is
too weak to offer violeat resistance and the other haif
is unwilling to do se. I have .theretore veotured to
suggest the remedy of aon.co-operation which enables
those who wish, to dissociate- themselves from the
Government and which if it is unattended by violence
and uodertaken in 20 ordered manner, must compel
it to retrace itd steps and urdo the wrongs committed.
But whilst I shall pursue the policy of noa-co-operation
in so far as I can carry the people with me, I shall not
lose hope that you will yet see your way to do justice.
I therelore respectfully ask Your Exceliency to summon
a conference of the recognised leaders of the people
and io consultation with them find a way that would
placate the Mussalmans and do reparation to the
unhappay Puanjab.

I remain, Sir.
~Your faithful servant, .
(Sd.) M. K. GAnDHI,
1st August. - '
—_—reeeeeeee e ————

.. CAPE CITY COUNCIL
. Mgr. A. IsMaiL DiSQUALIFIED o~

It came like a bombshell to the supporters of Mr
A. Ismail, the Ratepayers’ Association candidate for.
Ward 6, (says the Cape Argus), when they learned on
Saturday the 6th inst., that be had been disqualified,
and that his opponent bad been elected without a
contest. i

Interviewed this moraing, Mr. Ismai] said the whole
affair came as a surprise  The first intimation he had
that anything was wrong was about 11.30 oo Saturday
morning when he received a message to call at the
City Hall. He at once proceeded to the Town
Clerk’s office, where he found Mr. Gardoer, the
Deputy Mayor, and Mr. Fiech. The question put to
him was whether he had any property in Long Street.
Mr. XSmail replied that he had, and was then told
that the mupicipal rates on the premises had pot
been paid for the .current year. _

«] at once pointed ‘out,”_ said Mr, Ismail, *that
that was the fault of my agent, who held my power of
attorney, and said I was astonished that my attention
should have been called to the fact at the eleveath
hour, and on the eve of the, election.’ I at once
offered the amount due, f£4a2 158 11d. This Was
refused, and then I wanted to know why my nemina-
tion had been accepted, and mentioned that T had
already expendeéd about 4328 in connection with
the election. - I was told very courteously that _nothing
else could be done, and that Mr. Derry would be
"~ declared elected, and 1 had option but to retire. I
intend to lodge a protest, and have already taken
legal action with a view to having the matter tested
by the Supreme Court.” .

Asked whether he koew who was responsible for

.on Hindi.

the Town Clerk taking action, Mr. Ismail said that
both he and his supporters had a very shrewd idea,
and characterised it as both dishonourable and uon-
gentlemaaly on the part of a European, whom they
believed was the prime mover, to prevent an Indian -
member of the Ratepayers' Astociation baviog -an
opportunity of eotering the Town Council.

THE LATE MR. B. G. TILAK
MRr. GanpuI's TrisuTE

Mr, M. K. Gandhi writes io Young Indra .—

Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak is no more. Jt
is difficult to believe him as dead. He was so much
part of the people. ‘No man ot our times had the
hoid on the masges that Mr. Tilak had. The devotion
that he commanded from thousands of his country-
men was exttaordinary, He was unquestionably the
idol of his people. His word was law among thou-
sands. A giant among men has fallen. The voice of
the lion is hyshed, . Co- '

What was the reason for his hold upon his country-
men. I think the answver is simple. His patriotjsm
was a passion with him. He knew no religion but
love of his country. He was a born democrat. He
believed in the rule of majority with an _iotensity that
fairly frightened me.. But that gave him his hold.
He had an iron wili which he used for his country.
His life was an open book. ° His tastes were simple.
His private life was spotlessly clean. He bad dedi-
cated his wonderlul talents to his country. No man
preached the gospel of the Swaraj with the consistency
and the iosistence of Lokomaaya, His countrymen
therefore implicitly believed in him. His courage
never failed him. His optimism was irrepressible.
He had hoped to see Swaraj fully established during
his lifetime, It he failed, it was not his fault. He
certainly brought it nearer by many & yesr. It is for
us, who remained behiad, to put forth redoubled effort
to make it a reality in the shortest possible time,

Lokmanya was an implacable foe of the bureau-
cracy, but this is not to say that he was a hater .of
Eoglishmea or Eaglish rule. I wara Englishmen
against-making the mistake ol thinking that he was
their enemy. .

1 had the privilegé ot listening to an impomptu,
learned digscourse by fiim, at the time of the last
Calcutta Congress .en Hindi being the nationgl
language. He had just returned from the Congrass
pandal. -It was a treat to listen to his calm discourse
In the course of his address he paid a
glowing tribute to the Eoglish for their care of the
verpaculars. His Eoglish visit, inspite of his sad
experience of Englisb juries, made him a staunch
believer in British democracy and he even seriously
made che amazing suggestion that India should instruct
it on the Punjab through the cinematograph. I relate
this incident not becayse I share his belief (for 1 do
not), but in order to show that he entertained uno hat-=
red for Englishmen, But he could and would not put
up with an inferior status. ot India and the Empire.
He wanted immediate equality which he believed was
his couatry’s birthright.  And in his struggle for India's
freedom he did not spare the Goverament in the
battle lor freedom and asked for none. I hope that
Eoglishmen will recognise the worth of the man whom
India has adored. . _

Far us, he will go down to the gencrations yet un-
born a5 2 maker of modern India. They will revere
his memory as of a mao who lived for them and died
for them. . It is blasphemy to talk of such a man as .
dead. The permanent essence of him abides with us
for ever. Let us erect for the only Lokonianya ol
India an imperishable monument by weaviog into our
own lives his bravery, his simplicity, his woondetiul
industry and hig love of his country. May God ‘grant
his soul peace, : )
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JUVENILE LABOUR

The Anpual Report of the Department of Mioes
and Industries oo Factories and Labour first pub-
lished as 2 Blue Book gives some iuteresting informa-
tion. - )

_ We take the following from the Report -on Juvenile
Labour.

« Before the introductiou of the Factories Act there
was no control either over the hours of work of this
class of labour or of the age at which juveniles wcre
allowed to engage in factory work. The only industry
frem which they were prohibited was mining. -The
Union Factory Act adopts the principles laid down
in the Berne Conventions of 19o6 and 1913, which
prohibit women and young persons - from working
during the night. : .

The ordinary hours provided under the Act between
which females may work are trom 7 am. to 6 p.m.
and 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. for boys under 16, but the

Minister is given power to extend these hour up to

g p.m,, provided the maximum hours of work allowed
under the Act are not exceeded.

_“The maximum hours allowed for adult females
is g4 per day and so ‘hours per week, for persons
under sixteen there are 8 hours per day and 45 per
week, with a compulsory halt-holiday for both classes
of labour. Without the permission of the Inspector
this class of labour is not permitted to work overtime
for more than 3 hours on 3 successive days in a week;
in the case of females on 60 days in the year and in
the case of juveniles for 20 days. ” -

“The minimum age at which a child may be em-.

ployed in factories varies in different countries, 14
being the age in the United States, Belgium, Great
Britain, etc., 13 in France, Germany, the Netherlands
(boys only) and S. Australia: 13 in. the Argentine,
Brazil, Itely, Japan, Mexico and Portugal; 11 in
Roumania ; 1o in Spain and ¢ in Indie. * .

“ The Union Act adopted the age as 1z with a
prohibition than no.children between the ages of 12’
and 14 may be employed, except with the copsent of
an Frispector, and he may only give such consent if -it
is not a breach of an Education Act. .

The Education Act provides for the compulsory
education of all European children up to the 6th
Standard.

On the 315t December, 19tg, the following juve-
niles between the ages of-12 and 14 were employed in
the varions Factories if the Union :—Europeans z;

- Asiatics, 275; Coloured, ‘24 ; Natives, 3o0. Total,-

331. . .
From the above table it will be seep that practically

_" no European children under the age of 14 are ‘working
in Factories in the Union, as it has been the policy
of the Department to discountenance the employment
of what are known as " half-time juveniles,” is being
considered that the hours spent ip work in the aiter-
noon in children to those spent in school are bound
to have a deleterious eftect on the growth' of the
childrenas well as on their school work. '
With regard to the Asiatic, coloured and native
thildren, the Department hag beea faced with con-

siderable difficulty as the provisions of the Acts en-

forcing compuisory education do not apply. In wany
of the congested areas the schadl accomodation is
quite inadequate for the number of children, and the
Department has had to decide whether it is better
-to allow these children to work in factories or to -with-
hold its consent and practically turn them into the
street. ) . . )

It has been argued that by permitting these child-
ren to work in factories, the Department is giving
them an undue advaotage over Europeans, but it
must be rernembered that in nearly all instapces the
children’s parents are very poor; that they depend
upon the wages that the children earn for their daily
sustevance, and that there are no educational facilities
for them. T ' I

-

It has been with great reluctance that the Depart-
ment has psrmitted this permitted this state ot affairs,
but, in view of all the circumstances, it was felt that
there was no alternative and that, at any rate, the
welfare of the children could be guarded by taking
special care that the conditions under which they
worked should be as good as possible, . '

It is a provision of the Act that all juveniles under
the age of 16 shall pass a medical examination that
they are physically fit for the particular employmeat
for which they are engaged and examining officers
have been asked to pay special attention in the case
of those under 14 years. This work is dong by the‘f
District Surgeons. Some _difﬂculty ha.s.'.f%eeh- ex-
perienced in the determination of the ages sf-many
juveniles; especially in the case of Asiatics, as it is the
exception, not the rule, for parents or juveniles to
any but a very hazy idea of their age and the physical "
development varies so enormously that it is extremely
difficult to arrive at the true age. However, every
precaution possible is taken to guard against abuse
and to weed out those who are palpably younger than
they are alleged to be. It is fair to say that maou-

-facturers employing this class of labour have en-

deavoured to meet the Department as far as possible.

UNREST IN INDIA
Mg. GanNDHI'S GREAT AGITATION

BovcorTing New CounciLs -

- 'The Nalal Advertiser London correspondent in a
message dated Sept. 14, says:i— ’

The political situation in India is approaching a
CI181S. ~

The National Congress at Calcutta marked a
turning point in Indian politics, and, according to the
latest despatches ftrorm Bombay, the next three
months will be the most fateful in the whole history
of the country, : S

‘Mr. Gaodhi, it is declared, swept the Coogress off
its feet. That Mr. Gandhi would succeed to some
extent at the National Congress, says a Morming Fos.
Bombay telegram, was a toregone conclusion, but the
“%weeping nature of his triumph was quite unexpected.
Few people imagined that Mr. Gandhi would - induce
the Congress to consent to such far-reaching practica
measures as the boycott of the-new Counciis and the
boycott of the Law- Courts, while the extent of the
majority and the degree of his personal hold over the
delegates is astounding. - ’ .

The net result of the Congress is that- Mr. Gandhi
succeeded in obtaining the adoption of bis programne
of non-co-operation, which, if carried out, will mean
the wiecking of the new Councils and the paralysis of
the Law Courts. The adoption of further and more
drastic forms of non.co-operation, and, finally, the
impossibility of continuance of government, will test
Mzr, Gandhi's power to succeed, and will come with
the elections for the pew Councils. It is perfectly
possible that he will stampede the whole country, and
it is equally possible that be may fail to carry eutis
programme . substantially, even -among -his obn
followers. * -~ . o W

A Tiumes telegram says the grievances ol the Indians
in East and Svuth Africa have inflamed feeling.
None dare forecast the position in many parts. The
.non-co-operation resolution, such as the boycott of
the schools, colleges, Law Courts and foreign goods,
is bound to fail, but the public resent is so high, and
the aati-British feeling sostrong, that the position
in regard to the elections to the Councils is uncertaio.

Wherever thoughtful ‘Indians are gathered, the
general opinion is that the boycott of the Councils is
tragic error, Yet such is the vehemence of the anti-
British feeling that the whole country may be stampe-
ded into this movement and the izir promises of the
reform scheme blighted at its birth.
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_ BURMA REFORMS
- WOMAN SUFFRAGE AND GOVERNORSHIP DEMANDED

- The Burma Deputation which appeared before the

Special Committee of the India Office on July z6

and August 9, has condemaed the Government of

-India’s Retorm Proposals for Burma, mainly on the

-following grounds :— -

i (1) That there would be no transfer ‘ot responsibility
to representatives of the Burmese public; -

{2) “That the Legislature would have no real ami
substantial elected majority ; and -

(3) Tyat)the' Lepislature would “have no countrol
. ever/ the Executive and the Budget, )

It haseked (1) that Burma might be declared a
governor’s province unders. 15 (1) of the Government
of India Act, 1,19, (3) that a Royal Commission
might be sent out to Burma to take evidence and
report on (a) franchise, (b) functions, (¢) representa-
tion in the Indian Legislative Assembly and the
Council of State, and (d) areas (if any) for exclusion
from participation in constiiutional reforms.

It has also urged that conditions in Buema call for
modification of the Act by doing away with sex dis-
qualification and communal representition.

The first Burma Deputation which gave evidence
before the Joint Select Committee on the Govern-
ment of India Bill last year also pleaded that Burma
might be included in the Bill, .

The present Deputation ought to succeed, -seeing
that the Joint Seiect Committee' recommended analo-
gous reforms for Burma, and that the Secretary of State
for India promised the same to the Burmese people
on December 3, 1919, ' L

Reforms are long overdue, and as S8ir Reginald

Cradock himself observed in paragraph 4 of the First -

Scheme, delay or niggardliness in the grant of reforms
to Burma as compared with Indis may deeply wound
the Burman's amour propse and even throw him 1ato
into the arms of the agitator and revolutionary.—J/ndsa,

A TRAGIC FARCE

In the course of an article on the Allies’ -reply to
Turkey in answer to her objections to the Drait Peace
Treaty, Mr. Syud Hossain writes in Muslim Qutlook:

The most significint ard sinister passage of the -

Allied reply, perbaps, is one which comes at the end,
by way of peroration, *1f, ” we read,
¢ the. Turkizh Government refuses to sign the peace, still
more if it inds itsell unable to ve-establish its acthority
" in Anatolia, or to give effect to the Treaty, the Allies in
accerdance with the terms of the Treaty may be diiven
to recontider this arrangement (the setention of Con-
stantinople by Turkey as Capital), ¢jecting the Tarks from
Europe once for ail, *
Thizis a characteristic piece ol intimidation whose
real purpot may be discovered by a _little elucidation.
As the whole stipulation hinges upon the willingness
or ability of the Turkish Government to do certain
things, it i important to bearin mind the reality and
strength_of, . the Turkish. Goveroment in question.
As the Mawotestsr Guardran poioted out tecently, the
real Tugkish Goveroment is now ceotred at Angora.
.Ever since the allied occupatios of Constantinople,

the Turkish Government there bas been a sham simu- {

lacrum consisting for the-most part of Damad Farid
Pasha—admittedly a mere creature of the British—
and bhaving no roots in national sanction or support.
It follows therefore that dummy Government. could

uot, in any case. have made a real peace on behall

oi the Turkish Nation, much less honestly undertaken,
with any reasonable prospect of lulfilment, to give
effect to the provisions ot the settlemept to which it
agreed. But the Allied Powers have not been con-
.tent with eliminating, apparently as an effective pre-
liminary- to their ultimate purpose, the ‘only real
agenocy in the shape of an authentic Turkish Govern.
- ment with which Peace could bave been concluded.
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Thpy bave offered, and are seeking to enforce, terms
which even Damad Farid Pasha with, we may . pre-
sume, all the willingness in the world, has found it
rmpossible either to accept or to promise to carry out.
The Turkish Cabinet has resigned. We do not know
whether Damad Ferid Pasha will reappear, or some
other Graud Vizir of the same pattern be found--
within the ten days of grace—to promise to achieve
the impossibilities expected-and demanded of the
Turkish Goveroment But the ‘hollowness of any
such proceeding, should it eveoluate, need not -
be emphasised. Nothing short of a British evacuation
of Cobstantinople will make it possible for a trully
responsible and representative Government to come
into existence at Conpstantinople, - and nove but -a
Turkish Government of such a character is ever liRely
to “re-establish its authority in Anpatolia”, or “to
give effect to” this—or any other—Peace Treaty.
The truth of this proposition is seli-evident, and
by igooring it, and creating the farcical dilemma on
the horns of which they have ' triumphantly impaled
their creatures at Constantinople, the Allied Powers—
an yoamusibg euphemism, we imagine, for Mr. Lloyd
George...have merely given a cosclusive proot to the
world that the last thing they wish for is peace with -
Turkey. As to wheiher their real objective—as one
must now assume it to be—of Turkish annijhilation
will be gained, time alone can show. But it is not to
supposed that the Turks—of all nations in the world—
will suffer themselves to be extinguished without a-
struggie. Awnd that means immeasurable agony and
suffering—not ooly lor the Turks, -

INDIAN CANNON FODDER -
- SLAVES TO ENSLAVE OTHERS

Writing in the Datly Herald a propos of the dispatch
of large reinforcements to Mesopotamia from India -
Mr. Syud Hossain asks : Is there any limit to the use,
or misuse, of Indian troops for purposes of imperial-
istic aggression or aggrandisement?  Are Indians
mere mercenaries to be called upon to do dirty work
for British warlords in any or all parts of the wold,
where they may find it inconvenient or impracticable
to send men of their own race in sufficient numbers -
to serve as * cannoa fodder” ? Itis time an answer
to these questions was forthcoming, and the principle’
on which the Brifish Government acts in employing -
Indiao soldiery outside the borders of India clearly
refined. . o

Does anyone ip this country koow the actual number
of Indian troops at present- employed in (1) the
Constantinople area, (2)Arabiz, (3) North-East Persia, ~
{(4) North-West Persia, (5) Mesopotamia, (6) Palestine,
and (7) Egypt? I suggest that some wember of
Parliament should . seek to extract the information.
The task would not be easy. Mr. Montagu will
probably be found, as usual, tobe in a state of bliss-
ful ignorance—what time he faithiully promises to
communicate with fickle Simia on the subject. At it
would be easier to get at the founts of Mr, Churchill's
inner knowledge via Moscow than St. Stephen's,

- Tue New EMPIRE

. .Everyone knows, or should know, Mr. Syud Hossain
says, that India abhors the.whole schemie of a “new
Middle Eastern Empirc,” and the other unconscion-
able and liberty-destroying adventures bn which Mr,
‘George, Mr. Churchill ané Lord Curzon are embarked..
It follows, therefore, that the'use of Indian trocps to

. crush other nations~—tp’ many of whom the Indian

‘people are upited by ties of. race, rcligion and com-
munity of culture—is a two-fold” curse: 2 curse to
Indians and a curse to those whom they are compelled
to victimise. The abomination is made possible only
by the perfected military organisation of. British rule
in India, for I have no hesitation in saying that there

_is not a single Indian—Hindu, Moslem, or Sikh-~who.

-
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* willingly offer to take the lite of -his Persian, Syrian, | NONCOMPLIANCE WITH THIs
Arab or Egyptian _brother, or help to reduce others - NOTICE. 7 ‘
to the subjection under which he himself labours. T By order of the Board, ~
A GHaSTLY lrONY . N JNo. L. FARRELL” "
. Yet that is the task in which he is being increasingly . . Secretary,

employed. Being a slave himself, he must need
labour to enslave others. The ghastly irony of this
pieca of international immorality is now being keeuly
realised in lodia; that it is being also rezlised else-
where is shown by a recent incident of which I was
told by my friend, Shaikh M. H. Kidwai, barrister-at-
law, who has just returned trom India, Qn the same
boat with him travelled a number of distinguished
Sikhs, whose distinctive appearance with the imposing
turban fmakes them -conspicuous everywhere. When
the ship reached Port Said, everyone, as usual, got out.
The Sikh gentlemen went into a restaurant to have a
meal, whereupon the Egyptian proprieter ordered
them out, saying that if they could find nothing
better to. do than to come and help garrison Egypt
they must not look for hospitality at the hands of any

Egyptiac. ) .
In other words, the name of Indians has been
ta stink in the "nostrils of other nations by their
{virtually) compulscry employment as mercenaries,
But Indians are #of mercenaries, and do not propose
to go on being exploited in this manner any longer.

NOTICE
DURBAN AND DISTRICT RENT .
_ ~ BOARD

In terms of 'Section 4 of Acgt 13, 1y.0,
all Lessors of Property situated in that
portion of the Borotuigh™ of Durban, known
as WARD 4, are hereby called upon to
supply the following information, which
must be in possession of the Secretary by
NOON .3th OCTOBER 1930, and the
Lessor shall verify by solemn declaration
the correctness of the information given in
the retura. -

Necessary forms may be obtained from
the Secretary at the Durban Rent Board
Office, Indian Immigraticn Trust Board,
Stanger Street,” Returns may be declared
at the Rent Board Office. | ‘

The information required is as follows:—
2} The Lessor’s full name and address,
together with the name and address
‘of his agent (if any). '
(b) lThF situation of each property s¢
et;

- (c) The name of, and the rent paid by,

each Lessee set out opposite to
the particulars aforesaid of each
dwelling, and where any dwelling
is let to more than one Lessee, the
name of, and the particulars of the
rent paid by, each lessee, likewise
] set out. , o
N. B. Sub lessor comes under the heading
of lessor. Dwelling means any room
or place occupied as a human habita-
tion if any money is stipulated to
be paid to the lessor, L
Lessor's attention is drawn to Section g,
}_V‘HICH PROVIDES APENALTY FOR

Durban Rent Board, .
September 10TH, 19.0. .

Indian Opinton -
NOTICE TO SUBSCRIHERS .
: _ ERS

The subscription rate is 136. 6d. fof South Africs

and 155, 6d. for over.sea, .
——
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BOOKS FOR SALE -

P

To be obtained; from the Jmdian Opimism Fregs, Fhoenls,
Natal. Postal Qrders to be made payable at Duthan.
We bave just received the following hooks from Indis, The
prices given include cost of postage 1— )
. .. [Price post free 5. d.-
BipGEAPHIES OF EMINENT INDIANS :— -
Dadabhai Naoroji, Gopal Krishna Gokhale, Rablndras
nath Tagors, M. K. Gandhi, Esbu Sutendransth Bane, -
erice, Budmddin Tyabji, Pundit Madap Moban Mal .
aviya, The Right Hon. Sayed AmirAli, H, H, Shrl -~
Sayaji Reo Gaekway, Sir Sayed Alned Khap, H. H, _
the Aga Khan, Swami Rama Tingh, V. Krishoaswami
Aiyar, Kristo Das Pal, Dewan C. Ranpacharle, W.
C. Bonuerjee, A. M. Bose, Behramji M. Malabasi,
Ravi Vamma, Lala Lajpat Rai, Kashinath Trimbak
-~ Telang, Swami Dayanand Samswati, Mrs, Sarajin
Naidu, Swaml Vivekonads, Tora Dutt, Ishwar Chandar
- Vidyasagar, Sit Salar Jung, V. P. Madhava Rao, D, E,
Wacha, Sri Ramakrishna Paramehamss, Sir Pheros.
eshah Mehta, Rahimtulln Mohamed Saysnl, Dr. Rash
Brhari Ghose, Nawab Mohsin-ul-Mulk; Sivr Q. San.
" kerap Nalr, Lal Mobun Ghose, Rsja Ram Mohei~
oy, . ) - each t
Fr1ENDs oF . INDIA SeRixs :—Lord {Moxley, Sie Wm.
Wodderbum, Rev. Dr, Miller, Sir Edwin Amnold, Chas,
Bmdlavgh, Edmind Buwke, Lord Minta, Sister Nive-
dita, Henry Fawcett, Jobn Bright, A. O. Home, Sir
Henry Cotton, Lord Macaulay, Lord Ripon, Ram
Mrs, Apnie Besant = A Sketch of her Life
Sri Ramanujacharys
Sri Sankeracharys ‘ VI
Glimpses of-the Orent To-day, by Saint Nihal S?ﬁﬁl
Mr. Gaundhi’s Speeches and Writings—18g6 lo 1917
Maitreyi o
Essentials of Hinduism
Aggressive Hinduism
Aspecis.of the Vedanta : :
Indian Industrisl and Economic Problems, by Prof, Kale: 3
Essdys on Indiae Economics, by Ranade T g
Essays on National Idealism, by Dr. Coomaraswamy - 2

i
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Sri Sankara's Select Works 3
Vaishouvite Reformers of India 3
Indis’s Untoucbable Ssints 2
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