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NOTES AND NEWS

Africans’ League the Bombay Chromcle says :— -

QOMMENTING on the attitude of the South

It is & pity that the South African whites do
_not realise that their treatment of Indians is not purely
xmatter ot domestic.-concern as they imagine, but
-one which is of even more than “imperial” import-
ance. The Government of India, by their apathy and
weak-need submissiveness all along, have piven the
whites in South Africa too long a rope, so to say.
Whatever the outcome of the Commission, the new
India who has awakened to her' own rightful status,
can no longer tolerate any further assawlts oo her
dignity and the. bir’t{h rights of her nationals abroad.

. Among the many Draft Ordinances that are to be
submitted to the . Natal Provincial Council at its forth-
coming session, is included the “ Durban Corporation
Extended Powers Ordinance, 1920.”
ready drawn our readers’ atteation to the clauses that
appear to be dangerous in this Ordinzace and we have
also explained that, if the udscrapulous powers that the
Town Couacil secks, be granted. they would be de-
trimental to the Indian community and their rights
to trade and to live in this country would be jeo-
pardised. - We are sorry that no voice of protest has
hitherto been raised in the matter and so fir as we
are aware, oo representation’ has been made to His
Honour the Administrator.
up and strike the iran while it is hot ? -

The Natal Mescury, in discussing editorially the
Durban Extended Power Ordinance, says :—

A section which will possibly lead to some contro-
versy is one dealing with trading licences, which pro-
vides that the Council shall have power to refuse a
licence on the ground that it is not satisfied that
% the locality in which the premises for which the
licence is so sought are situate is' one in which it is
desirable that the trade or business contemplated
should be carried on by the applicant, or at all.”

This provision, if passed, will streogthen the hands |

of the Liceunsing Officer in carrying out the -policy in
which be recently told the Asiatic Commission he was
endeavouring to follow.

The Durban Town Coutacil has agreed that the
Draft Ordioances be approved, and thar the Mayor
{or in his absence from the Bovough, the Deputy-
Mayor), the Town Clerk and: the Council’s Legal
-Advisers be authorised, on behall of the Town

_ Council, to take all such steps as may be npecessary
in the direction of framiog the same before the
Provincial Council during its next sessios,

The Johaunaesburg correspandent of the Natar
Advertiser, in a miessage dated June 4, says —

At the sitting of the Asiitic Commission at Volks-
rust the Mayor said the people view with serious alarm
the gradaal influx of Asiatics. Twelve years ago there
were only two [ndian store-keepers in Volksrust; to-day
‘| there are 33 Indian store-keepers in the towd and
"eight in the smmrounding district. Duriog the last lew

We have al-

Will not our leaders wake -

years three Indian companies, besides one formed to
acquire a mosque, had been foated for the sole pur-
pose of getting the registration of fixed properties in
Volksrust. These companies purchased from Euro-
peans, who had since "left the Town, and got vegis.
tration of fixed properties in Volksrust valued on the
Municipal Valvation Roll at 7,645 The Couancil
intend to take legal proceedings to have these trans.
fers upset immediately, and stringent measures should
be takeo to prevent Asiatics, or Asiatic companies,
acquiring properties _adjoining those bslonging to
Europeans, )

The following is a certificate given to an Indian
school master of a London surbarban school by the
Headmaster of that school :—

“Mr.—— came to me as an assistant master this term
but owing to the parents of my boys objecting to him
on account of his nationality, I have very reluctantly
been obliged to part with him. During his' short time
he has been resident in my house, he has proved him-

_self a gentleman in every sense of the word, He is an

‘excellent teacher, and very conscientious, and it is .
with real pain that T am compelled to part with him.
1 write this testimonial with pleasure, and I can
thoroughly recommend him to any one who may re.
quire his services. -

Commenting on the ahove an Indian paper The \
Searcherght says i

If English parents do not want an Indian teacher,
well, the time will come when Tadian parents in India
may be able to force their dislike of Eoglish teachers
on racial grounds, The question is whether this racial*
bar is to continue or not. If it is,~then India must
catch the contagion which is flourishing in Esst and
South Africa and now comes from Londoo itsell.

During the trizl of a criminal case recently the
police magistrate of Colombo is reported to have made
the following poteworthy observation, with reference
to the work of the police there,

You police are perlectly satisfied it you get a con-
viction whether the defenc® is true or not. The police
are not here to run people into court. You are here
to find out the truth of the cases. That is the duty
of the police. "Il a case is true, prosecute to the very
end. If it is not true put it before the court as such,
It is not your duty to get & conviction in every case
you bring up.

Reuter, Allahabad, lelegraphs that a joint Khilafat
conference of Hindu and Moslews, after prolonged
deliberation, decided on 2 policy of non-co-operation
with the Indiao Governtheot policy. This decision,
which is a protest against the Turkish Treaty, will be
enforced after a month’s notice has been given to the
Viceroy.

Reuter, Simla, telegraphs that tl;e Committee of
the All India Congress at Beoares, has reaffirmed its
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demand for the trial of the pers»os respnﬁsiblc for
the Amritsar riots and also the recall of the Yiceroy.

—

DURBAN'S DRAFT ORDINANCES

N our issue of the gnd A'pril last we called at-
tention to an Qrdinaoce, drafted on behalt of
the Durban Towa Couoncil, tor* tht "phrpose of

obtaibing additional powers in regard to the issue of
trading licences, etc. The said Ordinance and another
denling with the regulations of Tram Cars within the
Borough have now been gazetted after being approved
of by the Town Qouncil. It will be remembered that
power was sought to endorse trading licences with'
conditions agreed to by the applicant, the failure to
comply with anyone of which would render the licence
aull and void. © As pointed out by us, it can easily be
inagined how this power may be abused by Licensing
Officers who, like the Licensing Officer ot Durben,
have adopted a - policy of testricting Indian licedces
to certain parts of ‘the towa. Licensing Officers, we
think, have already too avtocratic ‘powers and they
should certaioly not be increassd. v

We have now before s the Ordinance relating to
Tram Cars. The Council secks power to set aside
soparaje vebiclés, tram-shelters or o;ﬁer premises in-
tended for the convevieacg of travellers for the sole
and exclusive uee of persons of ' European descent,
Natives or Asiatics, and to prohibit theit use by avy
but the class of persons for which they afe set apart,
It is also sought to prohibit the use of frams or shelters
by any person who is “likely on any ground what-
soever to incouvenience or fo be eobjectionable or
oftensive to any other persons in or mpon, or about
to enter, such vehicle, tram-shelter, or other such

© premises”™” ‘Several attéropts bave besa made, year

by year, to introduce such racial restrictions ioto
Municipal légistation, but, so far, all attempts have
beén'utsuccessiul.  We should expect that His Honour
the Administrator would do as he hid done belore,
draw his pencil through these unfair and unjust
clauses. But it would be foolish for the Indian com-
mupity to imagine that their righta and priviluges will
be safe-guarded for all time i they do not so much
as lift a finger against the present proposals. Ii, as a
result of apathy, the rights they enjoy as burgessss and
rate-payers are taken away, they will have themselves
largely to blame for it. Hvery intelligeat .person who
goes abcut with Bis eyes and -ears open knows that
there is a stroug feeling on the part of many BEutopeans-
{n favour of teducing the rights of Indian passengers
or at least of adopting a racial discrimination. T,
$herefoge, Qo voice is raised against the proposals con-
tained in the Draft Ordinance we fear that there is
every possibility of colour bar being iatroduced into
the Borough Bye laws. ARér it has become¢ an es-
tablished fact, it will be useless to ery out against it.
We shall then either have to accept the conditions or

rofmin from using the trams, which, after alf,, belong

just as much to Indian as European rate-payers. We

ghall then have tacitly accepted an inferior statys
which will disgrace us in the eyes of all. We offer

this note of warning before it is too lats. It remains

for the Indian leaders to take action at onee and lodger
their protest with the Administratar of the Proviocs.

I Council :==- -

Jows 11TH, 1920

DURBAN’S DRAFT ORDINANCES'
IMPORTANT EXTRACT2 : .

The lbllowing clauses ure tiken from the Draft
Ordinances to be submitted to' the Natal Provincial

Thne Towa Council may retasé to grant a licence to

any applicant if not satisfied. S ' :
(a) that the locality in which the pramises for which

the Iidente is spugst are situate is one ia which it is

' desirable that the ‘trade or business contemplated

should be carried on by the applicant or at all, and -
" {b) that such premises are in every respect suitable
tor the purpose of such trade ot business. =~
The Town Council thay grast any liceace if h&
power to grant, subject to Buch conditions and reJw
trictions as may He coacurred in by oy applicanty,
suth condition? of restrictiond shall be endoirsed on!
the license, and 4 failare to Tomply with any ®r all’
thereof shall ¥p3» facts render the lictrica' null and
void. ; Co. e T
The Town Couaeil, or it4 Licénding Officer 23 the
case mdy be, may teluse to grant of Tesew any licende
issuable by it or by him uatil satisied cthat the appil-
rant is oot ¢obtraveding of dozt hot iatend to' com-
travene any prohibitida’ ot limitatioh impfesséd “ by
such Bye-Laws; provided that no tenewal shall be re-
fused on the grouads above stited -uatil six months
alter notice drawing the attention of ths Public to the
provisions of thig Section and of the said Bye-Laws
shall have been given on behalf of the Fown Couuogil,
by publication in not less.than six issues of a pews-
paper circulating ip Durban, the said six moothg fo
run from the date of the last publication,
" No person shal] sell, trade or esercise any calling

- of apy kind in any Municjpal Indian Market or 8azaar

established by the Town Couacil withoyt a’ licence so
to do from the Town Council; which licence the Town

- Council may issue or revoke on such coaditipns and

under such restrictions as it thinl

fit, and for which
it may charge such suing as it

ay [rom time to time

_prescribe, with power to- fix differing sumg in respect

of different callings. Persons holding such a licence
shall not be bound to apply for or obtain a licence
ander Act'1$ of 1897 of any Act amending the same,
or under Aty other Law or Ordinance (save this Ordi-
pance) in féspect to anjthiiz done by them within
the said Markét of Bazaar. Nothing in this Settion
contaiped sball preclude the Town Couneil from
charging pefsons selling, trading’ or excercising 2
¢allidg ih the said Markeét or Bazaar for the usé thereof
or of aay portion thereof in Addition Yo a liéencé fee
as authorised by this Section. ' T

~ The Towb Couteil is heéreby edipowered -—

To set aside ‘separaté’ vehicles, tram:shelters, or
othet premiges intended for the conveniencé or usé
of persons travelling or .iatending to traveél in theéit
vehicles, ar to set aside any portion of such velncles,
tram-shelters, or premises, for the sole and exclusive use
of persons of European descent, Natives of Asiatics,
or of any one or more of such classes of persops,
and to prohibit the entry’upon or use of any vehiclg,
tram-shelter, or other premises or any portion thersof,
set aside for the coavenieace or use of apy gne ot-
more of such ¢lasses of parsons, by persops of any
othet of the said clasges. T

To prohibit the entiy upin. of use ol any vehicle,
tram-shelters, or other premises intended for the con-
venience or use of persons travelling or intending to
travel in their vehicleg by ahy parson who Is :— :

(1) Unclean in his person; dress, or in habits,

(il Suffering ffom an iofectiony or tontagions

diseasge,

(iit) Under the influence of liquor or drugs,

(iv) Likely an any ground whatsoever to indan-
venience ot to be objectionable or gflensive to soy
other persons in or upon, or about to enter, such
wahicle, tramsabalter, ar other syeh premises.
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WHY MR. GANDHI1 HAS JOINED THE

, KHILAFAT MOVEMENT
. Mr. M. K. Gandhi writes the following article in
" Young India dated. April 28 :— C

An esteemed South African friend who is at present
living in England has - written to me 2 letter trom
which I make the following excerpts = —

“You will doubtless rémember having mét e in
Sonth Africa at the tiime when thie Rev. J. J. Doke¢ was
assistitg you in your caingnign thére and [ subsequéntly
‘returned to Eogland deeply impressed with the rightness
of youy attitude in that country: - During the modbhs
befort® war I wrote and- lectured and spoke on yourk
bebE]f in several places which I do not regret.. Since
setufroing from inilitary service, however, I have noticed
irotn the papers that you appear to be adopting a-
more militant attitude.......... «»...] notice a report in
Zke Tumes that you are assisting and counten-
ancing a union betweén thé Hiddus and Moslems
with a view ol embarrassing Epgland and the Allied
Powers in the matter of di!;_meihgbbi-ment of ihe Otto-
man Empire or the ejection ot the “Lurkish *Govern-
meat from  Coostantinople.- Knowing as 1' do your
sense of Justice 40l your humidné instincts T feél that
1 am entitled, in'view of the humble part that I have
taked to prombté your interests on this side, to ask
you whether “this latter report is coiréct, . I cannot
beliéve that you have wrongly counteiianced a move-
mént to place the truel dnd unjust- despotism ot the
Stamiboul Governmént above the interests of - humanity,
for il any country has ¢fippled these intetests in the -
Bast it has_ surely been Turkey. 1 am pérsonilly
familiar with the conditions it Syria and Artmenia and
I can only suppose that if the tepdort which Zk:
Temes hins puglished i$ correct, you have thrown to
one side your moral responsibilities” and #llied your-
self with oné ol the prevailing anarchiés, However,
until I hear that this is not your attitide I canhot
prejudice' my mihd, Perbaps you will do me a favour
* ol sénding mé a reply.” - ' o
g1 have sent a reply to the writer’ But &s the views
expressed iri the quotation are likely to be shared by
many of t1y Enghsh friends and as I do fiot wish, i
I can possibly help it, to forfeit theit friendship or
theit esteérd I shall' endeavbur to state my position as
cleafly as I can on the Khilafat question.. The letter
shows what risk public men run through irrespobsible
joutoalism. I have not seen The Tymes teport re-
ferréd to by my f(riend, " But it is evident that the
repott has made the #riter to suspect my alliance with
“the prevailing anarchies” and to Ythink that I have
“ thrown to one $ide” my “ moral responkibilities.” -

It is just my sénse of moral responsibilities which
has made me to take up the Khilafit quéstion adid to
identify aiysell entirely with the Mahomedans, It is
perfectly trie that 1 am assisting aod countenahcing
the union between Hindus aod Muslinis, But certainly
not with * a view of embarrassing Englaod and the
Allied Powers in the matter of the dismemberment of
the Ottoman Empire, * It is eobtrary to' my chééd to
em 5 governmients’ dr _anybody else, ~This does
not hfWever mean that ceitaid atts of mide may ot
rﬂﬁl-tr'i:‘bmbaiﬁs'snibﬂt. But I should oot hold miy-
sel ponsiblé Jor having caused embarrassosent
when I tesist the wiohg of a wrobg-dosr by relusing
assistance in his wroog-doing. 04 the Khiladdt quies-
tioh I réfuse to b pafty fo a 'broken pledge. ‘Mr.
Liloyd George’s ‘SOIerEn declaration i§ practically the
wholé of the case'for Indian Mahomedans, and when
thut case i5 fortiftéd by scriptural authority it beécomés
undhgwerable. Mogeovef, it is idcorrect 16 say thal
1 have * allied mysélf to bbe of the préviiling aoar-
chies ” br that I have *wrongly countepanced thé
movement to place the cruel and “unjust despotis@ 6f .
the’ Stambbdul Govéinthetst above the intéreits ol
himanity. " "I the whole of the Mahiinedan demind
theré is no instancé on thé rétentlon o1 the $o-calléd
upjust despotism of the Stamboul Government; on

"The latest cablegrdim. Irom M,

v
the tontfaty the Mahomiedans have accépted the
principle of takiog full gnarantees from that Govern-
ment for the protection of non-Muslim minorides
I do not know bow (ar the condition of Armenir and
Syria may be cobsidered an ‘arpachy’ and how far
the Turkish Government my be held responsible far
it. I much suspect that the reports lrom these quarters
are much exaggerated and that the European powers
are themrelves in 8 measure responsible for what mis.
mle there may bein Armeoia and Syria. But I am in
no way interested in supporting Turkish or any other
anarchy. The Allied Powers can, easily prevent it by
means other than that of ending Turkish rule or dis-
membering or weakening the Ottoman Empire. The
Allied Powerd ave not dealing with a pew situation,
Ff Turkey was to be partitioned, the position should

have been tdade ‘clear at the cormmeicement of the .

war, There would then have been no question of a
broket pledge. Asitis, no fedian Mahomedan has
any regard Tor the promiises of British Ministers. In
his opiniob, the ery against Turkey is that of Chtist-
ianity vs, lslam with England 44 the leader in the ciy.
Mahomed Al
strengthens the irupression, for he dayd that unlike ix
i England his deputatich " is receiving much support
from the French Government and the people, '
. Thus, if it is true, as I hold it i4 trué, that the In-
dian Mussalmans have a causé. that ie just and is

. supported by scriptural authority, then tor the Hibdui

not to support them to the tmost would be a cowardly

breach of brotherhood ahd they would forfeit ali claim .

to consideration from their Mahomedan connirymen,
As a public-server therctore, I would be unworthy of
the position I claiin, if I did wvet support Indian
Mussalmans in their struggle 0 maintain the Khilafat
in accordance to their religious beliel. I believe that
in suppbrting them I am rendering’ a service to the
Empire, because by assisting my Mahomedan country-
men to give a disciplined expression to their sentiment
it becomes possible to make the agitation thorouglily

| orderly nnd even successful.

———

_BRITiSH PARLIAMENT AND DYER

_ Mc. Spoor(by private notice) asked the Secretary
of Staté for Iudia whether "his dtteation has bes
called to an interview-alleged to have been given by
General Dycr t6 a Press representative, in which the
statement 1s made that General Dyer has been réquest-
ed to resigh his appointinent; wnether this staterent
is correct, and, if so, whether this action on_the pirt

ol the Government i# consequebt dpon ‘their &oh- -

sideration of the Hunter Cominittee’s Képort.

" “The Secretary of State for India (M, 'a'fléx'ltagq—):

am ioformed that the Commandpr-ig-Chigf. direcied.
General Dyer to resign his appointment as Brig-de
Commdnrér in India. ‘The wholé malter is now’ en-
gaging the cqiisideration of His } ajésty’s Goverpment.
I hope that full documents will bé avallable to Parlia-
ment within thé-uext fortnight, asd 1 hope honourable

members, will be conteot to delay discusfion until’

they have tull information. ) )
olonel Wedgdwood : If Geperal Dyer is aljowed

to resign his coromission, does that mean be wi|l nq}
be courp-martialled lor these masgacres? o .

Mr, Montagu: This is a very sefious questiqn and
very ditficuli to digcuss by way of questien and answer
whey, yniertunately. no papers arg hefore the House.
[am preparfd to answer all these questions when the
ticie comes for the Debate, and I hope that the House,
which has been so patient so lopg, will wait the few
reqaining days in order 1o get full inlormatinp. ,

I&:lopel Ncdgwood: Can_we be asspred that the
question will got be prejodged by Gegeral Dyer being
allowed to réslgn , . _

Mt. Lamibert : Will the papers tirculated include
Lord Hunter's Report on the aubjest?

beén

"
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-Mr. Montagu : Yes, certainly; the papers I propose
to.lay are Lord Hunter's Repoart, the evidence taken
betore Hunter Committee, and the resolution ol the
Government of India on the subject.

Colonel Wedgwood : Will they include all the evi-
dence that was given, or will Sir M. Q. Dwyer's evi-
dence be omitted ?

Mr. Montagn : My hon. and gailant friend knows
that certain eviderce was taken in camera for public

reasons, and it is not proposed to publish any evrdence

which the Committee thought ought to be heard in

private—J/ndia. ‘

e}
WILL THE INDIANS GO?

- N \'- l

CoMMISSION'S RECOMMENDATIONS

We take the following from the Srar, Johaonesburg,

The interim report of the Asiatic Inquiry Commis-
sion makes iy clear that there is a considerable portion
of the Indian commubity in the Union, who would
willingly return to India if only the opportunity was
afforded them. As the law stands there g i

but the

nt the departure of such i
opportunity 1s consideted suitable in Asiatic cir

cles, in so far that the faciliti o suffi-

cient to enable the very ciass. who desire to avail them _

selves of it to do so. - :

- A conversation with a prominent ‘member of the
-Indian community elicited the information that half
a dozen Indians resident in the Transvaal who . en-
deavoured to leave this country were directed from
_pillar to post and met with such official indiffereace
to their desire that they are still residents. It is not
so easy, said this authority, for the Indian who is
practically without resources to leave this country.
In the first place, the rate of agghange is against him,
and the little money he wmay contrive to land with
suffers a diminution that reduces him' to beggary.
This is a2 hopeless proposition for the people who have
been zo or 30 years from their own country and koow
nothing about new conditions or even it oid friends
and acquaintances are in existence,

The desire alluded to is, however, chiefly expressed
by the Natal Indians, whose coaditions are eatirely
different to those in the Transvaal. As long as the
sugar planter or farmer can obtain a sufficient supply
of Asiatic labour at 2 suitable price he is quite satis-
fied, but when those who have served become his
competitors on the laud. trouble arises. But in .the
Transvaal, where the Asiatic population is only about
12,000, the trading competition has pot been left in
the same measure. Though, ant:cipating the results
of past legislation, many licences were taken out by
Asiatics, not more than a dozen or so businesses have
been engaged in by the holders,

Our informant weat oo to point out that the Asiatic
epgages jn trades which the European does not care
to undertake and 1o which, where tried, he bas proved
to be a taiture. Particularly noticeable in this respect
was the usefulness of the “Sammy,” who is an
itinerant supplier of fruit and vegetables, and the
speaker stated he would be williog to see the experi-
ment tried of keeping the jsiatic from the market for
a briet period, to convioce the house-holders of -how
well they are served by them, and how necessary a
part they have become of the domestic commissariat.
I'he conditions attached-to this business are not suitable
to European competitors and the failure of the attempt
to tender it otherwise io 1909~ thoroughly proved
this. The Iodian workers are learping the benefits
obtained foremployes by trade unions and the fear
of an unhealthy competition need not trouble the Eu-
ropean employer much lt_mger. It is not possible to
get an Asiatic store assistant :_9’ ‘work longer to.day
than his European equivalent, aod the Indian traders

2

.hardihood to libe! .Mr. Andrews’

are quite prepared to fall in with the bours and wages
conditions that exist in other establishments, :
This, in brief, was the opinion of the authority
alluded to, who in answer to what suggestions he ‘had
to offer’ replied that in the case of the very poor In-
dians whom it is desivable to repatriate, the Govern-
‘ment must be prepared to sead such free of charge, .
and even see to it that they are not landed penniless.’
in a country which has growa strange to them. Many
of these people have been kept in the housing depots
for four or eveo six months, and this experience does
pot conduce to reader the proposition {avourable to
the Indian eye. - .
The remedy suggested is the transference By the
Government of powers to deal with the whale quifson
to some authority that will be in close and consgent
touch with Asiatic'interests. . -

INDIANS ABROAD

- The following article appears sn Young -India dated
April a1 tn ’ . :
The prejudice against Indian settlers outside India
is showing itself in a variety of ways. Under the
impudent suggestion of sedition the Fiji Government
has deported Mr. Mauoilal Doctor who with bis brave
and cultured wife has been rendering assistance to
the poor indentured Indians of Fiji in a variety of
ways, The whole trouble has arisen over the strike
of the labourers in Fiji.. Indentures have been -
cancelled, but the spirit' ol slavery is by no means
dead. We do not kpow the genesis of the strike,
we do not know that the strikers ‘have done no wrong,
But we do know what is behind when a charge ot
sedition is brought against the strikers and their
friends. The reader must remember that the Govern-
ment that has scented sedition in the recent up-
heaval in Fiji is the Government that had the
character.  What
can be the meaning of sedition in connection with -
the Fiji strikers and Mr. Manilal Doctor ?  Did

' they and he want to seize the reins of Governient ?

Did they want any power in that countty ? They
struck for elementary freedom. Aod it- is a prosti-
tution of terms to use the word sedition in such connec-
tion. The strikers may have been overhasty, Mr, ~
Manilal Doctor may have misled them. If his advice
bordered on the criminal, he should have been tried.
The ionformatiob ib our posssession goes to show
that he has been strictly constitutional. Our point,
however, is that it is. an abuse of power tor the Fiji
Government to have deported Mr. Manilal Doctor
without a trial. It is wrong in principle to deprive
a person of his liberty on mere suspicion and with-
out giving him en opportunity of ciearing his charac-
ter. Mr. Manilal Doctor, be it remembered, has
for years past made Fiji his home. He has, we be-
lieve, bought property there, H= has children bort
in Fiji. Have the childrea no rights ? Has the
wife none? May & promising career be ruined at
the bidding of a lawless Governmeot? Has, Mr.
Manilal Doctor been' compensated for the lossga, he
must susiain ? e trust that the Government Hﬁ
India which - has endeavoured to. protect the . ngl
of Indian seitlers abroad will take up the question
of Mr. Doctor's deportation. .

Nor is Fiji the only place where the spirit of law- .
lessness among the powertul has come to the surface.
Indians of (the late} German East Africa find them-
geives in a worse posilion thzn heretofore They
state that even their property is not sate. They have
to pay all kinds of dues on passports. They are
hampered in their trade: They are not able even to
send money -orders. -

In British East Africa the cloud is perbups the
thickest. The Buropean settlers there are doing their
utmdst. to deprive the Indian scttlers of practically -
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every right they have hitherto possesseds An attempt
is being made to compass their ruin both by legis-
lative enactment and-administrative action.

In South Africa every Indian who has - anything
to do with that part .of the British Dominions - is
watching with bated breath the progress of the com-
mission that is now sitting. T Co

The Government of Ivdia have no easy job in
protecting the iotercsts of Indian settlers in these
various parts of His Majesty’s dominions. They will
be able to do so only by following the firmest and
the most consistent policy Justice is admittedly
on the side of the Indian settlers, But they are the
weak, party. A strong agitation in India tollowed by
strgng action by the Government of India can alone
$axg the situation, _ : _

’  — e ~

-

THE ASIATIC . QUESTION
ANALYSIS OF VITAL PROBLEM
~ (By C. F. ANDREWS)

VIII

South Africa is now in great danger of becoming a
caste-ridden country.- At the very period in history
when India, after untold futility and misery, is at last
trying to throw offt he caste habit (just as Chiba is
, trying to throw off the opium babit and America the

drink habit}, South Africa, with all the feverish haste
of youth and inexperience, is seeking to impose' the
caste system, not on others, but on herself, Nature
is saying silently to_her, “You should try to under-
stand. * Bat, like a wilful child, South Africa appears
to be determined to dely all History, to make the same -
old-world's mistakes, and to repeat again, in a new
_civilisation, the failures of the past. It is only ‘ano-
ther iostance of the sayiog, that there is nothing pew
. Under the sun, For this race-segregation, whtch is
" being spoken about in South Alrican politics to-day,
as though it were a new discovery, was redlly invited
. in India somewbere between 1700 B.C. and 1000 B.C.
It has been the curse of India ever since. It is the
Caste system, pure and simple, masquerading under a
_Dew nawe. '

Waar s CAIS'IE?

It may be said, without avy qualification, that the
most convincing picof which can be offered to South
- Africans as to the futility of race-segregation, is the
age-long experience of India which tells directly
against it. ‘To any one who has any doubt upon the
_subjec; 1 would give one golden piece of advice—

Read Indian History. )

For the caste is nothing extraordinary, nothing
mysterious, nothing peculiaxly “oriental”. It is
simply the same word as “colour” or “race.” India

is the one coubtry in the world which has been through
every phase of the problem of the * white race, ” ‘the
problem of the race which tries to keep itselt apart and
not become mixedin blood with other races. India
n% was the one nation in antiquity which tried to do
- tHis by civilised methods and refused to employ ba-
wﬁc methods of extermination. That is why Indian
“*History is so supremely important on this subject.
Let me try to explap this matter accurately, while
avoiding all technicalities. i .
o Tae History ofF CasTE

‘Fhe actual Sanskrit word, which has been in daily
. use for some thousands of years, as the equivalent of
%“Caste,” is “Varna,” meaning, literally, “Colour.”
Fhe exact definition of “ Varna" is fortunately undis-
puted by all scholars. To “keep Caste” (Varna) is
to keep the Colour bar—to remain uomixed by mar-
riage.~ Caste is nothing ‘else than that.
- The word * Varna” was first applied to the difer-
eoce between the white Aryan race, which entered

=

India from the North as the conquerors, and the dack
aborigival races with which the white invaders came
into contact. It is with a stiange leeling of the unity
ol history that we remember how the sitwativn in the -
Indian continent, pearly four hundfed thousacd years
ago, must bhave been in siriking respects similar to
that of Aftica to-day.

For the Aryans who entered lndia were a highly
intellectual and civilised white people, while the
aboriginals had not passed beyond the savage state,
The other poiot of resemblance,-which I have already
mentioned, is this, that the Aryans quickly reached
that humane stage a1 which the solution of the race.
problem by methods of extermination becomes iwm-
possible and unthinkable, .

From the Hyms of the Rig Vuda, we learn that the
settlement of the white men in the plains of India was
very gradual. Wars against the savage tribes were
copstant. Thep came a period of settled occupatiop,
during which the white' and dark races lived side by
side together.

At this stage, the white race became seized with a
passion that was almost equivalent to a lanaticism to
maintain the -purity of the white race at any cost,
Intermarriage was forbidden by, law. And since re-
ligion was, at that early—~stagé of man’s history, the
stropgest form of law, it was agreed to make inte-mar-
riage religiously illegal. : )

Buy, again, since social intercourse might lead to
irregular marriage or co-habitation,. the meligious dis- -

" ability was put, not only upon inter-marriage, but upon

all social intercouse also. Eating food together was
prohibited, and, in certain cases, the aboriginals were
segregated in locations. - -t

This, then, is the meaning of Caste. It has never
changed its character during all these thousands of
years. To repeat what I bave said, fur cleamess—the
central structure of Caste is the relusal to intermarry,
The two buttresses, supporting this Central structure,
are (1) the prohivitios of social intercourse; (z) the
prohibition ot domicile in the same area.

Tae DeveLorMeNT OF CASTE

Gradually, us other races entered India from the
North, the problems of race purity became more com-
plicated. Certain.rules of intercouse became relaxed

_among the higher races and their descendants, but the

aboriginals remaiped cutcaste and votouchable. Thus,
water might be taken from the bands of any member
of the higher races, but oot from the hands of an
abariginal. The higher races might live side by side,
but the aboriginal must be “segregated in a location,
These higher races and their descendants have multi.
plied and covered the land, and amoog them, at the .
present time, the ameniiies ul lile are oot greatly io-
terrupted by the caste system. Ioter-marriage is still
not observed between the different bigher . castes,
Taking f.od togetner is also still uncommeon, But
the direct insult of race-segregation and uatouchability
is reserved lor the out-caste people oaly; it is never
applied to the caste peuple, who are all of them
“ touchable. ”

TueE UNTOUCHABLE

I{ you go into -any Indizo village to.day, you will
find the houses of the village itsell grouped closely
together and the people of the different castes living
side by side, though oot inter-marrying. :

But, take a walk to o htle distance and you will
find a location, where Lhe unwuchable Indian tives—
the Indian who dous suavenger work or some other
megial vccupation.  If you look inta his face, you will
probably see the signs of tae aboriginal—the low fore-
bead, the broad postrils, the dark skin——and you will
understand why, ceatury alter century, that late of
beiog bom a scavenger has been thrust upon him,
with no chaoce of rising 0 anyhing else or of mar-
rying imo uther thav u scavenger's family. This g

!
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how human life has become stratified in lndia. This

is India's carse. _
Tue FesTERING SoRE oF INDIa

_ Along with very beautiful and humane ideals in
ofher directions, which bave gone fif to raiss Indian
lite Yery high among the pations of the earth, there
has been going on naheeded, lor centuries, this fester-
ing sore in the body politic—the uvnheiled wound of
thé untonehabje: Tust ad the drink curse, in England,
seemd impossible of remedy, ibipite ot all the noble
efforts that have been m.de to overcome the evil;, o,
in lodia, age after afe, the greatest herces. and saidts
and prophets and men of righteousness have directly
opposed this evil caste-custom and have champivoed
the cause ot the untouchable even to the death, They
have eaten and druak with them; they have gone to
them and emnbraced thew, they bave welcomed them into
thair own religious commuaion. But, again and agaio,
the sociat life of India bas fallen back into the same
old rat. The race-segregation has become almost as
complete as beiote. Olter I have seen in these
locations, men and women who have sunk down to
the semi-animal stage owing to these centuries of un-
touchgbility. Qlten again, awing to soma freak of
natuse or some igter-mingliog of - blood, L have seen,
in thess very locations, some beautifyl child faces;
with bright ang high intelligence written in their eyes;
and it has male my heart ache, to think of mao’s in-
humaiaity to man ia allosing  this hideously inbuman

stem to continue all these years without radical
retormation.

Tue cha‘x 1N Soutr Africa

~_And yet it is the very caste system which mang are

feverishly attemptiog to build up within: the South
African Union. If any one doubts it, let him go and
five; as ¥ hate actually done, in the Pretoria Indian
Location, By an awlul Nemesis, the Iodaps them-
selves, olten Indians ot the higher caste—have oeen
wide the “uatouchables * of Alrica. | -

(Zo be Continued)

INDIANS IN BRITISH EAST AFRICA

Mr. D. B. Desai_au old resident of British East
Aftlca has addresselt the foliowing letter to the Press
i tndia, op the desabilities of British Indinas in East
Africa — , .

Sir,—1 shall feel greatly obliged it you will kindly
allow me some space to put before the public the
subject of East African {ndi_ans, their grievances and
what steps should we tuke irr their redress. .

The Fraochise, land settlzment, Racial disqualifica.
tiops, fear of Asiatic Exclusion, and the denial of the
rights of British citizzaship, are a few of the principal
grievances of the East Africac Indians.

The bistory of the connection of Indians with East
Africa dates back from the fifteenth century. - They
had gone there with the Sultan of Zaozibar, who was
the brother of the Sultan of Muscan (an Asiatic), as
trader? and Bankers. The coastal line of Africa be-
longs to the Sulan of Ziozibar, who has leased the
same to the British Government oo an anaual pay-
ment of rent to the foraer. Most of the traders,
most ot the subordinats, servants, (tbe Asiatics gre
refused high official posts uader Colonial Office Re-
gulations) and the Mojority of citizens are Indians,
who bave played, and are playiag still, no mean part
in conquering the interior ol East Alfrica {rom the
natives, ip pacifying them, and also iv developing the

Protectorate by (1) tradg, (2) construction of railways .

and roads, and (3) building offices, houses etc., etc.
There are about 35,000 Ladians, and about 11,000
whites of all nationalities in that Protectorate! Every
noo-native male adult has to pay per-annum to the
Goveroment of B. E. A. 2 poo-native poll tax of

!

Rs. 15/~ The traders have to pay, in addition to .
the above tax, a fee of Rs. 150/ lor a license of each
business place. Further the Nairobi Munitipality,
which is the only Municipality in B. E. A is paid by .
the traders of the Nairobi Towaship a fee of Rs. 30
for each trading license. Beside the above takes, the
ordinary taxes ot the Govenment and- the Municipality
are also paid. ' " o S

From the sbove figures of popluatian, it cannot be
denied by aoy sang and reasonable man that Indians
are paying a larger share io taxes both to the Goves-
went 2nd to the Municipality, and it would become
impassible.for. an honest and a good Judge to refuse
them what is their due. But-the Government aof
B. E. A, which is 4 cats’ paw. in the haods of the
white settlers of that Protectorate, denies to £pgly
to Indians the maxim of * no taxation without rE‘:)Z:,-
sentation.,” This was the maxim oy which the ,gramt
American War ot Independence was fought, and its ve-.
sult is known-to every Britisher, who is conversant
with/ the history of the wold, and I wish the B. E. A,
trouble may not result in the same way.

There are, so to say, three representative publie
bodies in that Protectorate} and they are the (1)
Executive Council, (2) the Legislative Council, and
the Nairobi Municipal Commitee, In .the Executive.
Council, ‘here are seven, members. including the
Governor, who is the Preside, 4 heing Government
European official and z non-8fficial nominated Eurd.
peaos, Io the Legislative Council there are 25 mem-
bers - including ‘the Goveraor, 1¢ being Government
Europeay officials, 1z- ‘noun-official Kyropeans, elected
by the European cammunity, 2 nog-official Ladiang
nominated by the Governmeat, and 1 Arab, official
also nominated. On the Nairobi Municipal Com-
mittee there are nipeteen seats which, are divided as .
follows: 1 Govemnmert European official, 1§ non-
official Europeans clected by the European comin--
upity, 2 seals for Indians to be nominated by the
Government (which seats are not accepted by - the
Indians as a protest against the refusal of Govera-
ment to give them seats in.proportion to the popu-
lation and the payment of taxes etc), and I seats
for the Goanese, . a '

The land trouble began in 1907, in which year the
land Board of that Protectorate passed resolutions re-
commendidg that Indian immigration into that Protec-
torate be discouraged, aod that mo crown lands be
leased to Indians. While forwarding the resolutions,
the Hon. Commissioner ot lunds thought his duty to
make the foll-iwing recominecdatiops tor the Indians :
(1) Inchans have been in the country for many genera-
tions, and came long belore the Europeans. (i) The
Uganda Railway (the greatest factor in the develop-
meot ot the country) was constructed by Indian la-
bour, but for which it would never have been con-
structed at ath. * [ It must be noted liowever here that
in the Economic Commission’s Report, we fiid * the
employment of Indian labour fot this work was due,
it is belicved, purely to considerations of convenience,
and hére it is instructive to note that not only did the
cpital cost of the Indiag~-built Riilway worked out
excessively highi, more than double the sum for whicl
2 reputable firm of British Cantractors had offeredito
execute the task witly African labour.” It is doubtfal
whether this statement is true or othetwise there being.
oo official evidence, to" support I, T (3) most of the’
trade "of the ecuotry is in the hands of the Indians,
and ‘finally (4) Indians are British Subjects. , Lord
Elgin who was thea the Colapial Secretary, laid down
in a despatch his views on the matter., He wrate
* with regard to the gediting o1 land to ‘Indians, it is
not consopant#ith the views of His Majesty's Govern-
ment to ‘impose legal restrictions on any particutar;
seclion of the community, but as a matter of admini-
sirative convenience grants should pot be made fo

Indians in the Upland areas”! This was the saoc-
tion for the mischief,
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