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asked the Prime Minister: Why in view of the

undertaking given by him to the deputation head-
ed by Mr. L. 1. Phiilips, chairman of the South African
League, to the effect that the questions of immigration
and ownership of land were definitely closed, and would
- pot be re-opennd under any circumstances, the terms of
relerence ol the Asiatic Commission nevertheless ip-
clufled the question of owpership of land ?

H N the House of Assembly last week, Sir Abe Bailey

General Smuts replied as follows: The Government

resoived to include the question of the ownership of.

land by Asiatics in the terms of relerence to the Com-
mission now sitting, after the deputation referred to met
the Prime Minister, in consequence of representations
made to the Government by persons in the Provinces of
the Cape of Good Hope and Natal.

The writer of “ Labour Topics” in the Nafa! Mer
cury, commenting on the resolutions ol the Cape
Trades Union Congress, says:— Resolutions were
passed by that Congress which would probably bave
been summarily rejected at an ordinary meeting of any
legitimate trades upion in the country. It is a curious
fact that congresses convened under looss supérvision
are invariably marked by frothy debates, and these are
frequently led by comrades whose credentials emanate
‘from unions. of the *“ dowa with everything " type. How
tew and how feeble these folk are was reflected in the
vote polled for the International Socialist candidates at
the recent elections, They have no status in the
trades union movement, and they foam at the mouth on

the bare mention of the South African Labour Party..

When this is understood, no responsible writer will base
a damning indictment of organised Labour on the
. holiday outbursts of a handiul of extrimists.”

Referring to the * Mercury's” leading article, dealt
with by us editbrially last week, the writer says:—

The traditional policy of organised Labour has un-
doubtedly been the maintenance of 8 European stand-

‘ard in South Alrica, and the article in question pointed -
There

out an apparent departure from that tradition.
has ,however, been no faltering in Labour's devotion to
the European -Ideal.
a- cifinge in the workers’ outlook ie purely a broaden-
.ing ot the precautions necessary to prevent the white
" standard being submerged by employers’ ruthless exploit-.
ation of coloured labour. "The non-European’s entry
into an industry is welcomed, ia the first place, for one
- prime reason—he is cheap. He is cheap because he
is socially and in training inferior. Conscious of thac
inferiority, he assumes to his master whatever degree
of servility may be required of him. He is, therelore,
a menace to the man who insists upon a European
standard. Aund the latter is compelled to seek the
best means to detend his livelibood. Ibstinctively the
Furopean worker shrinks from contact with the
labour ot an alién civilisation, It is not his doing
that they are flung together in the melting pot of
industry. Being together, the white man must fight
for his standard. He bas tried to eliminate and debar
underpaid labour. If the industry demands the

What'’ has been mistaken lor -

employment ol the non-European, then skill and not
colour must determine payment. In self-preservation,
the Unions must see that this is so.

His Highness Sir Sultan Mahomed Shah Aga Khan,
who recently arrived in Bombay from England was
accorded a most enthusiastic welcome by the citezens
of Bombay. In the course of an interview given by H.
H. the Aga Khan to a representative of the Hombay -
Chroviicle His Highness referred to Indians residing in
British Overseas Dominions. His Highness said it was a
question io which he took the deepest interest, and
it was a .question to which he attached the utmost im-
portance. - A small committee had been formed in
London with Mr. Polak as Secretary, Sir Muncherjee
Bhownagri as Chairman and himself as President.
Their object was, in the heart of the ‘Empire, to bring
forward the position of Indians Ovefseas before the
Imperial Government and ses as far as possible that
in future no injustice was dene |to them. He bad not
been able to do much so far, in connection with-this
question, because ail this last year he had been taken
up with the Turkish question; but he earnestly urged
his countrymen to keep themselves in touch with this
problem and never forget that India’s future wasa
stake therein, For otherwise Indians overseas would
be reduced to the position of an inferior race, or to,
what has been called in some quarters, the position
of second-class citizens.

WHOSE DEMANDS? -

N urging upon the Europeans of Natal, and parti-
culacdly of, Durban, to prepare evidence to place
before the Asiatic Commission which will shortly

be sitting here, the Natas Mereury hopes that the Town
Council, Chamber of Commerce, Retailers’ Council
and the Federation of Trades will come forward.
Further it goes on tosay: * The public will only
have themselves to blame if they allow the opportunity
of presenting their case for or against the Jndiaa de-
mands to escape them.” Speaking of Indians;- our
contemporary goes on to say that, 'if they aef to
remain in Sputh Africa, they muat conform to the laws
of the Union. The coostant reference to India cannot
be continued ; they ase South African sessdents, and
must submit to the will- of the majority, of seck new
pastures. Egqualsly cannot be granted lo them, as ithesy
standard of life 15 enfirely different ; but they must be
treated with justice and fairness.” The foregoing
quotations are from a leaderette; written, we imagine
by a not very well informed or responsible member of

the staff. We siocerely hope that the bewly appointed

editor is not responsible in any way. Without making

any weighty pronouncement on this most difficult
problem, our contemporary has, howeves, raised some

contentions points, For instance, the writer of the

Mercury article speaks of the' “Indian demands.”
/
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What theso demands ar§ wé are not told. ¢ §h6ulq be
‘withis the kinowledge of evesyone taking an interést id
thi Asibtic quedtion thit the pressit Clbmﬁrissi(?q was

nsﬁ_ad for, not by the Indian commmnity, but by the
'South African League and its supporters in Parlianyent.
- A recent reply of the Prime Minister, given to Sir Abe

Bailey in the House of Assembly, makes it clear that
the question, ol thp ownership of land way ddded “id
consequence of representations made to the Govern-

ment by persons in the Provinces of the Cag °f GP?d )

+Hope and Natal.” Those persons were, ol coutse,
Europeans. It will be seen,\ therefore,. that thg
- “demands” emanaté flons Europeans and not from
Inidians, Who 3¥é satisfisd, Génerally spedking, with the
state of the law in Natil. There are cértain tatters
regarding licences whi_c_E_ might be adjusted more fairly,
but there s go doub¥ that the only * demand,” existing

L1 ‘]’

ig,that.of 3 cortgin Bection. of the European population -

thak,Asintics shall ,be deprived. of their, present rights
to own land and-obin licences to trade on the sime
téifit 3 otheis.  Olir cbieiiiion that We Iidian copr
whaity 1 i e Polition of defeadant is proved correct
by, tjne,}g;:g t'hai, An,gy,e oher Provinces, the Indjan eviy
dgace has,been taken last. 1And we take if; that. this
will alsp be the.gase,in thig Provinca, .
tha} this point was raised; and thé Cemiission decided
thit bie Tadikn witdebses wers entitled fo reply td the
deiirand$ made b‘y}h.e _'e_t';'tie'él'siir;t'i‘c Pal;t'y .
, e idea ol repatriation, of

CHL At 3 sy
L 03} i
15, apparently congiderzd ppracticable, for ghe,, writer
of the, articlg: saya that, ¢if they (Indians) etect to re-
maib in Solith Africa, they inist conform to the lws ol
the Union.” We até 4146 (61d that " they, ie. South
' Africho residents” In Spite of that, howewer, [ndians
cagnof b, eranted sauality Gwiog 9, theis,standard, of
lita, This looks bot unlike ‘a * demand” that they

shall ba discriminatedsegetist the matter. ol rights of .

residence, trade and farming. They must, we are told,
submit to the will of the majority or see knew pastures,

. Whilst denying the right of Indians to appeal to Tadia
" for protection, . oyr- ;faptemporary, wquld, evidently,
force Indians into a servile state, without the _right to
vote or kaise b Word ol protet hgainst anythifg which
miy Be done Egainst them by the 'm"aj‘érit&., ‘And yet it
is adiditiéd that they are South Alrickn residents with

© thi right to feain Héte! -As or the demand that
Indians $hould no Tonger Yook td Tudia T their trotibies,
we vénture 0 %y thit this could be ‘miet by granting
Tudians the gante poli¥ical TTEhts ‘as, say, an Edblishmsn
or a Gavarkliséd Yoreighet. Then we shduld do 'as
others @6, hink or switt with the Unioh. | o

Y “

LTy ST , .
, ASIATIC COMMISSION . = - .
.1 . It S1ITINGS 1IN JoHANNESBURG '

~Johatiiigibittg, APril 15.—Evidencs was Yiven b,
Mr: -George: Hay, M.P.C, P.C, to-day bé‘for‘é thg
Agatic.Commiseion.». \3 « v Ly L,
- «¥lg.gaid that the lnod. atwaps- deteriorated in . the
“l?%hti"sq‘h°$;i where I_pt_i\;?:s purchased, and it became
slum ‘property very quickly. Witness. spok
Binia 3k the chise‘éfqﬂi‘e I‘ﬁ'ﬂia_us, 'E)' e e

ofthe: Baniay, who Were of & parasitic

treatspent of wamen. was deplorable, and to deteat any

ingujry he pleaded, his religion. ; Hg was a polygamist
acd married wome :
that the swarms of children were of bad type,

| suasion."~—Natal ddpertsse.

We understand -

Asjatics

urse o1 the Ind ir Governient |

havidg 46 Tegislaté to protect the ‘péhsht?t 'froﬁ': ;:;?;E::st '
, b parasitic '¢lasy. Ih* this ' |

counsryhe.filled no wanty. bis habits were bad and-his |

before wmaturjty with the results .

He ithoj.lghl; the Indians 'in this country should be
rompelled either to remove their, shoes or their hats

because the tact was the native of this.country wagted

the same privileges ds the Indian. )
Witness thought public opinion was reaching the
stage when it would drive the Indians out of thig
country, . He suggested it would pay the country to
repatriate the Indians at any cost, and to make bazaars
. for those wha were born id South Africa. The com-
pensation required would be very large, but it would be
worth it. *The tide is rising,” said the witness, “and
the -Asiatic i)l get from the’

4 TR

burgg Mugicipility, beloré the Asjati¢ Couijnission

to-dap, utgéd “that the encrodchmient of Aliatics ef -
areas ibhhbited by Whijte persons wis becoming a very
was lower

deriolid menage, Théir standard of 1'%?11"1 |
than that:ol white people, and their sialler rates of

reiiuneration to-employes refderad competition with:

whités undesirable i that jts teddebcy would bé to
lower the standard of the latter. Vilues ol adjoining
properties were depreciatéd 48 a result of their encroch-
meunts. Asiatics had circumvented-the clauses provided

in. the dseds of sale. of tawnships. by farqing themselves-

. igto, lamited liabiliyy compmﬁ:a,*nnd openly ‘derided

the.spiri§.of the legislating authosities. . .

. Witnesses recomended that  :policy. .of segregation
be the line along which.the Gavernment should proceedj
with every. facility for Liberty, freedom, and unrestricted
trading rights in such

- .. POSITION OF THE CHWESE, . |

Johaanesburg, Aprik 14.—At the Asiatic Commission
an attorney, on. behali of the Ghinese; community,
handed, ip. a- petition signed by Burgpean wiiolesale

. merchants, and ather.Europeans_which.stated. that the -

Chinese . were bopest and. straightiorward in every
Tespeck and were a great benefit:to the commuanity.
The disgbilities, under, which thby, suffered weis detst
mental to the bestinteresis of the, general public, and
it was congidered sthat they shouid bé placed in the
same position;as. other-foreigners | ., . -
- The, Chinese, 53id’ the-artorney, had no desireto be-
come British subjects. They were proud.of their own
nationglity., - ... o LT TS T
..A promipent Chineye storekeeper said. iniregard to
- profiteering that Chinese, merchants, out of: the. whole
trading community, least deserved the odious title,
being content with moderate, profits, but they were able
to confer the greatest benefits upop the public by ofter-
ing necessaries of life at most moderate prices. He
employed Buropemns, and paid then the standard rite
of wage.—~Natal Mercury. -

e :~DF' 'qu :G(?I_JFRE"Y:S E;'vm_g‘:vc{z‘ o .
J qh_pnneShurgé'i;&Btﬂ. 15" When we see eliens of
the fowest type emg allowed to possess, whatever land
they like, and, to trade
policy to make this a, white man’y gountzy,” said D
Wi, Godlrey, Chairman of the British Indian Leagué,
In giving eyidence toqlay hefore the Asiatic, Commis-
sion., “If that i3 the policy, we hold i is, Az uonatuval
policy.,, It is2 black
and it wil . prove to be so.” Contiguing, he said that
It passed their comprehengion why, gs. Butish sybjects,
/they had tp fight for privileges Which, were guaranteed
by tl g_lﬂqlqn Jack. They relied pog, the . Londgn
;(;que.q.tlpn of _1884\. Article 14, which gave them fu})
diberty with theix families tq enter, and jyesjde in, any
part. of the §outh .African Repyblic,,and_ to -pagsess.
Douses, manyfacturies, '
Sybsequent tn the passing of Al 2 qf 1885,.the, Trans-
‘:raal (zovemment tried, to gonstrue the ward. “native”

public compulsory per-

_L«:hannesburg, Aptil 13.~~Councillors r:epresén‘tip&A
Bol

assigned ajrens.-—l\iatal lt{em:ry

wan's country; it has been. so

] wherever ang, howeyer. they, likey
we. aan ouly come o, ong , conclusion, that i;,i?dw
Dr.

warghouses, shaps 20¢ premiges: -

o.mean god include Asiatics, apd thropgh, he inter

vention of Great Britain Law No. 3 of 1883, which
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wag really made 10 outdo the convention of 1384 had
not been revoked an(j was furced 6n the Repullican
Goverpment for the protectioi, and benefit of 4sidtics.

hey .?‘!-!“-,i that 4 a resnit of that Article they were
able to Hold Properties in, the Traosvaal, snd trade 4t
vﬁg}}; . The ‘llatl"e,‘_“gpfh African .Government, aiter ths
Lotdon Cobvention of 1884 h.d gone through, made
;ﬁpregg_nﬁahoqs to the }'mperiél Government Witl‘li rggétd
:; l}_\.sm?}cnsa g;::thp subﬁg Olfl sanitaitidr; alone, and on
that grownd slove was Law No. 3 of 1885 passed. The
Sp:%ttE: Alﬂc_'ai_a, Republican, G'dvén;nmqnf ltJrieidmitr:l-' it
that laiw intd force, but with the assistagce of British
by thie outbrédk of the Anglo-Boer war the Act was
Jlever “put into force. Sir 'Jaimes Rose Innes, Chie
Justice, had held that Lag No. 3 6f 1885 wis & law ff
sanitary teasons only. D
of immoral ard uocleanly habits, and called attention

to the condition of the submerged Europeap population,

maintaining that by a long chalk the Indiaus were
cleaner. There weee. exceptions, but why they should
be all classed as dirty passed their comprehension.
“They made money in, this epiniry, but they were not
given a chance to spend their eamings io this country.
They were not alldwed to reside where they would.
They had no schools to-educate theix children. They
maintained that the Indian’s braio was as good .as
any man'’s brain, o :

‘ * SEGREGATION ’

-Dr. Godfrey then spoke of the Indian'y. scale of
Tliving, and said it was ignorance to say that the Indian
livid on ‘the sméll of an oil rag, . The minimum prige
ota tnedl M 4t Podiad restavrant was 15, 6d. The

siatic trader hud Yeen zccuied of undér-selling ; i

~ that tieant that he did not profiteet, it was so, for the
Atlatit trader wds content with a fair profit. The

witiieds compared ‘Eurdpean and Indian wages, abd ré: |

marked that dne lbdihn trader gave. his manager £
a month, including bdard and lodging, The Limite

Liability Act of ‘19og contained not any clause $ustain-
ing Act No. 3 of 1885, which had become practically a-

dead letter. The amended -Aat of 19r9 was lor the
purpose of preveutipg the acquisition of land by Indian
Limited . Ligbilily Compabies from May, -1919. Of
segregetion, he said: it was not witliin the bounds of
pragtical p%}.i‘tic‘i_. ‘
. ﬁg'gf?'eéﬁ ; he Indians ‘would never submit to any
segregation; ]at.,"qdlgil‘r;e'y then put in an article by Mr.
" Andrews, which appeared in Z/4e Star'on April 10.,
Adverting to the question, of trading licencess, Dr;

' Godirey asked Hiow an exempted, Indign, 3s distinguisheq

fro the_registered Indian,
was fefuged 3 licence after
- wility, was over. The one solution of the Asiatic
juestion Wwas 't’l;g_ giviog of full citizen rights o all
civitised g in the Uniod ; then the law ot'the survival
H . Ll 0 . .

6t the fittest must assert itselt. R
) Besides the B‘ritishl_ Indian League, Dr. Goafrey ré-

pre‘semg& aboit ten similar organisations.

4

was to make a living if he

" STATEMENT. 1'_;'1} THE B_mﬁs‘ﬂ INDIAN AssoCIATION |
ohanbesburg. Aprit 16.—The case for the Indidus

vesident vn the Transvaal and their answer to the evi-
dence ‘given belore the Asiatic Ioquiry Commission.was

opened te-dhy betore that body by Dr F. E. T. Krause, .

who has been briefed by ‘the Transvaal British Indiat
Aédécintion. A léngthy historical statemest was sub-
witted, and: this opened with a recapitulation -of the
istory of thé entry at Indians into tie Trabsvaal
"ahd % Yevie® 'of the various legal, admioistrative, polité-
¢ and $ocial movements which have beet connected
#ith this ©atey, the 'review starting {rotn the paSsivg
8FYhe London Convention sihd beidg brought vp 1o
date, -
the Repablican Goverment, Crown Col
fnent and Responsibla Goverathent ; it togched bh the

;pmerica’y segregation was culy for
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ﬁbr@s@ékim thew dbjfﬁgg. was dgfeated, dnd even yp |

Dr. Godfrey repudiated charges

The teview dealt exhaustivély with the faws of
Colony Govern-

Smuts-Gandhi agreement and the pu_sivé resistance -

. movement. -

Among the poiots raised ip the statement of their

" case, the Indians complained that they were persecuted

under the Local Government Ordinance which deals
with the granting of licences to trade by municipalities,
and thg statgment said that the majority of Municipal
Coungils. being composed of white. traders, were cap-
cerned in-qusting their Asiatlc rivals. Qn the point of
illegal entrance to the Transvdal the statement sybiuit-
ted that the fear was bageléss, if oat glmost insincere,

‘and claimed that the Indign population was on the

decredse  Prior to the Boer war the Indian population

! it claimed, was 17,000, but that figus bhad been reduced

10 15,000 in 1903 and

-

was now between 12,000 an
13,000. ;

SEGREGATION QPPOSED

. In view-of fhe evidence which has been advanced to
support a pelicy; of segregation the Indians stated that
they were oppased to such a policg whigh would in
effect, braod them as semi-serfs and compel them, to
live in ‘what would be pothing more than ghettos na.
malter wha} they were called. . . .

Much evidence has been lpd, bafore the Commission
in regard to what is styled the wnfair compstition of
the Asiatic, apd op this peint the Brifish Indian Asso-,
ciation, said that)its members were prepared to recoms
mend and ¢onform to legislation gegulating the priggi- _
ple of minimum profit and wage and,an . equitable
basis {or all rapks of labour, but when lodian waitegs
had combined to secure the same wages as_thsir
Eurapean lellows a cry arose that it was. benegth the
dignity of the white people, to tolerate a colouresl man
drawing a s3lpry equal to that of 3 European. In re-
gard tg allegations of under-sglling, the Indjan, it was
pointed out, ¢id not dispose of his wareg except for a
reasonable profit to maintain himeelf and his depend-
ents. without taking an undue advantage of the consu-
ming public ip the shape of, profiteering. The Indian
purveyot of necessaries zdmittedly performed, & public
service, the retailer being a boop to the poorer glasses.
particularly in countty distrigts. .© Muat,” asked the
statement, * the unfortunate consumer pay for wasteful

. indulgence and luxusies 2’

... The spending power, of the lndian, it was wiged, is.
limjted, by the disabilitigs. under which he suffers; he
cannot chuosq a residence in a suitable and respectable
quarter and, all avenues of investmeny are clpsed to-him,
His children, are denied the right to claim; education
except a8 “ despised aliens,” and he is precluded from

enjoyiog life by visiting,places of amusgment and public

fon , . entertaipments on racial grounds.
j:i's eriod of professional | a i

Tue Reuer ReQUIRED
" T securé the relief that .the Indo community
desires the.associution suggested the following legisld.
tion.: The repeal of Law 3 uf 1885 (which deals with
Asiatics holding land) ; the amendment of sections 130

1 and 331 of Act 35 of 1908 in 8o farids festrictions are

imposed on Indians occupying land in prociaimed
aveas ; ameéndment of thoseé sectiouns of. Act 34 of 1908
which adversely affected Indians ; ameéndment of section
go (e).of the Local:Government Ordinance y of 1952
which gives a municipality the right to refuse a trading
licence on the ground that the applicant 75 undesirablet
the repeal of Aét g7 of vgio; and thit exempted
Indiant be placed on an equal footing wivh the Indians
holdiug registration vcertificates. : In regard to thé
Lacal Government Ordinance it 78 desired that reakoos
should be askighed . for the rehisal of licences amd thit
the réjeded applicant should have the right ‘of appeal
to the Supreme Comtinstead of ‘only to the magrstrath
activg in ao ‘adwinistrative and not in a jodicial
capacity. - ' ¢ .

Dt Kraude cn’ue'{: cbrtain Yodfan witresses fo sypiort
the ‘Statefngdit 'on ‘mafrecs 'di fct o8 subseqhently

{

enterel 5 wh historical vEviek of the Iept poxition.
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- . LAND AND TRADING

L
AN M. L. A's SUGGESTIONS
RABIDLY ANTI-INDIAN

Mr. J. S." Marwick, M. L. A,, late Head of the
. Durban Native Affairs Department, writes to the Press,
urging the public to give evidence before Asiatic
Commission, and continues:— -

It behoves every public body and every Farmers’
Association and kindred Society—indeed, every Eu-
ropean in Natal——to mgake a firm stand agaiost any
further encroachment by Asiatics in the acquisition of
land or trading rights in Natal. Io regard to the
‘acquisition of land, it has been suggested that the
segregation of the Asiatics should be the aim ot any
" new legislation. But is it either desirable or necessary
for us so far to acquiesce in the united movement to
become - landowners (when they were brought here
merely as labourers with provision tor their free return

to India) as to assent to seperate areas being set apart |

for them? Natal has pot lared so well under the
Natives Land Act,'1913 (having had 3,840,000 acres.
of good farming land locked up as additional Native
- areas since 1917), as to encourage us 10 ask for Asiatic
areas to be set apart o the further disadvantage of the
European farmer. It seems to me that our salety—
and that of our children—Jies rather in our demanding,
as land owners, that a condition shall be added to
every title deed held to.day by a European to prevent
the future sale or transler or leasing oi the property
so held to any Asiatic. The pFohibition should be so
worded as to be effective agaipst lutire ownership by
Asiatics whatsoever, whether hiding their identity
under limited liability companies, syndicates, or
nomipal registration in the namg ot a European. On
the principle that we may do what we will with our
owp, it seems to me that there can be no objection to
such a condition being added to our title deeds, so
as to limit the possibility of Asatics being able to
extend their present land holding in this Province.
In the Transvaal any landowber who sub-divides
his farm into- towoship lots is eatitled to embody in
the fitle deeds of each lot a condition prohibiting the
ownership of such lots by Asiatics, and it seems
reasonable to assume that what ¢an be done with res-
pect to sub-divisions of tbe land is permissible in re-
lation to the farm as a whole. It is to be regretted
that the legislation oo the Asiatic question has of
recent years fended to establish and confirm the
Indians in the Natal Province as persons with rights of
domicile. ‘fhe Indians Reliet Act, 1914, not only
repeals the laws formerley requiring ex-indentured
Indians to pay _£3'per annum as a condition of their
continued residence in Natal, but practically recognises
that unless an Indian signs a formal renunciation of
his rights in the Union when applying for & free pass-
age to India, he posses a right to “enter or reside in
any part of the Union, with all rights incidental to his
domicile therein.” A similar tendency to favour the
Endian is observable in'the Natal Provincial legisiation,
and requires to be corrected, Under Natal Act No.
18 of 1897, whenever an Asiatic whose licence has
bf_:en refused appealed against the decision of the
Licensing Officer, such appeat had to be made to the
Licensing Board of the Magisterial Division in which
the licence was sought, and in this way local know-
ledge of the requirements of the #isirict was Jprought
to bear upon the question of Asiatie trading. Under
Provihcial Ordinance No. 6 of 1916 the Provincial
Council has seen fit to abolish appeals to the Local
Licensing Board, and has swbstituted a2 Board of
Appeal tor the whole Province, At least, ove recent
decision bt this Board will have the effect of opening
wider the already open door which is available to the
Asiatic who wishes to trade in the country districts
for it has been held by the Board that 2 licence ma);
not be refused merely on the ground of no Decessity,
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The only commnnities who are to_a limited extent
protected against the Asiatic trader are those who live
in municipalities or in villages i which a Town Board
has been constituted.. The position throughout the
rest of the Natal Province is wholiy unsatisfactory, as
the granting of Asiat ¢ trading licences is in the dis-
cretion .ot one licensing officer stationed in Maritzburg,
and who cannot, from the nature of things, have any
konowledge of local conditions and requirements, The

. power wiich is now vested in the Licensing Officer for

the Provioce should be transferred 10 a Local Licensing
Board for each magisterial division, to which-all ap-,
plications for licences should be made in the fifst ifiy
stance, and from whom there should be no appeal;
excepting to the Supreme Court, in cases of irregular-
ity or on points of law. [ believe a similar power is
vested in the City Council of Capetown. I-earnestly
commend these considerations to all who have at
heart the future weil-being of this Province.

ABIATIC QUESTION
ANALYSIS OF VITAL PROBLEM
(BY C. F. ANDKEWS)

. L i

The following is the first of the series of articles
written by Mr, C. F. Andrews and published in the
Natal Adgertiser .— ’ v

In these articles I propose to deal, in the Widest
manner possible, with the Asiatic problem ‘ot South
Africa. Ishall endeavour to treat the subject asan.
historian, oot as a politician, At the same time I
fully recoguise that, for the European in tbis country,
the issue is immediate and concrete, not academic
merely It will therefore, be my aim to be concrete
also, and to keep closely to those facts which have
come within-my own experience in different parts of
the world. :

" INDIANS RARLLY MIGRATE

‘The first thiog to which I would draw very carefu?
attention is thig: that Indians are a honvé-loving
people. They have not got the migratory instinct
strong in their blood, like the British or the Irish.
I shall try to explain this fact more in detail later on,
but, at this point, I merely wish to emphasise the fact
itself, It would, perbaps be true to say that Indians
have less ot the migratory - habit, taken as a whole,
than the people of any other country in the world.

For the last thousand yesrs, the only migration from
India of any dimensions has beea that brought about
to supply cheap labour to the British Colonies abroad,
which has been called ‘* indentured immigration.” As
this form of immigration has done more than anything
else to bring Indians to South Africa, and to create
the Asiatic preblem, I shali b® obliged to refer to it
very often. One ot its main features was this : that it
was promoted and controlled by Government,zupd.
was at no time a voluntary and spontaneous movement
of the Indian population. Professiooal recruiters, who
were paid a price for each recruit, were licensed by
the Government to go in and out among the village
people in order to induce: them to leave their homes
and be seot abroad loc the purposes of labour, This -
kind of immigration was all too frequently accompanied
by deception’ on a large scale, and this would seem to
be the inevitable concomitant of prolessional recruiting. -
It caonot be stated too clearly that such immigration
1s artiffcial in the extreme. It must never be mistaken
for the natural flow of the Indian - people to foreign
lands. Had it not been for the eagerness of the
British Colonies to obtain cheap labour for their sugar
plantations, it would never have taken place at all._
Indians would have stayed at home, It was Natal,
Mauritius, Fiji ete,, which asked the Government of
India to send Indian labour. not vice versa:
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The reason for Indian. domesticity is very simple.

It is to be found in the religious and socizl ways of the
people. Amongthe Hindus, to cross the sea has been,
for centunies past, regarded as a direct breach of re-
ligion. The Scriptures were said to forbid it altogether.
Anyone who transgressed’ this injunction and wished
to remain an orthodox Hindo, was obliged to undergo
-a most humiliating pepavce on his return. The re-

\ligious priociple, underlying this scriptural tradition, -

has been, that absence in a foreign land involved a
neglect of the worship of the ancestors in the Hindu
family; and thus, Hiodu religion was io danger of
being destroyed at its very root. Even the Mzhome-
dans of India have partially come under the sway of
this  Hindu aatipathy to foreign travel. There. is,

also, in their case, the (urther practical difficulty of the -

# purdsh " system, which makes it almost impossible for
,jﬂah’&medan woinen of the higher classes to go abroad.
These are some of the reasnos which make the Indian
people, as a whole, shrink from ‘crossing, what is
koown in their vernaculars as, the “kala pani”—the
black waters. ‘ :

- INDIANS IN SOUTH AFRICA

. It is not nousnal to hear speeches delivered, in-all
‘'good faith, conceming the swarms of Indians who are
said to be waiting eagerly tor the chance of flooding
Africa by coming over in vast pumbers. It is assumed,
a]l the_ while, that it is only the strictness of thé laws
prohibiting immigration which prevents their arrival.
At this point, it- will be well to analyse the figures re-
lating to South Airican Indian immigration.

It may be taken, as a rough calculation, that nine

out of ten Indians who have come to South Africa were
not frec immigrants at all when they leff India, but were
recruited by professional recruiters for indentured
labour. With respect to Natal itsell I have not been
able to get the figures represeoting the entire inden-
tured immigration but I believe it will be well within
the mark to say that, from the beginning ofthe in-
denture system to the end, not less than ope hundred
and fifty thousand Indian villagers were recruited.
To this number must be added those who came out
along with the Indian labourers, oot as wholesale mer-
chants, but as petty traders—men whase primary ob-
ject. was to cater for the indentured immigrants. For
it has been rechgnised, both by the Goveroment of
India and the Coionial Governments, that whenever
»the indentured Iodians weaot out in large numbers for
the' purposes of labour, the Indian petty trader must be
allowed to follow, as a matter of course, for the pur-
poses of trade. This rule has always been observed
by all Governments which have asked the Indian
Government for a supply of indentured labour. I bave
seen, with my own eyes, the Indian traders who have
come out to Fiji along with the indentured labourers.
The situation there is exactly parallel to that of Natal.
1 have also heard, in Fiji the very same complaint of
the European traders that they were being “undersold.”
I would emphasise the fact, which can be proved up
to the hilt by official documents that have passed be-
tween the two Governments, that Natal accepted, with
its eyes wide open, the Indian traders along with the
Indian indentured labourers, The Natal Government
and the Natal planters knew well from the first, that,
il they shut the door to the Iadian trader comiog over,
the “¥ndian Government would immediately put an end
- to the indentured labourers coming over.

A very considerable portion ot those who came out®

,under indenture, left the Colooy of Natal of their own
accord later, inspite of the excellent prospects whith
appeared on the surface, to be open to them. We
shall have to go very carelully into the reasons for this
drift back to India. They disclose ' some highly im-
portant facts. : : . :

‘ _ THE PRESENT POSITION

After more than sixty years, the net Indian popula-
tich remaining in Natal, including indentured and un-

indentured Indians alike, amounts to about 150,000.

ravother 25,000,

The overfiow from Natal into the three other provinces
ot the South African Urion amounts, roughly, to
I am using here the figures of the
last census of 1911, and allowing for a natural increase
of population up to the present year. It is an interest-
ing poiot to consider what would have been the Indian
population, in the South Airican Union to-day, if the
indentured system of Indian labour had neverbeen
acceptéd and welcomed by Natal. Strange as it may
appear at first sight, yet I believe that it can be proved
to be true, that, apart from indeotured labouf and its

| necessary councomitants in the way of petty traders, the

Indian population for the whole South Africau Union
to-day would have been well uonder ro,0e0. The
statistics for the rest of the Alrican Coast bear this
figure out, as will be seen later. .[ have arrived at it
alter going over the wholg of the lacts at my disposal.

This is equivalent to sayiog that there would have been

no ‘‘ Asiatic Question” at all,

Whether, however, in that case, Natal would have
been “ The Garden of South Africa”, is another matter.
Many writers of great eminence have stated that the
rapid cultivation of Natal, compared with other parts
of Africa, has been due to the Indian labourers—
without which the sugar planters ‘could never have
made those immensé sums of money that have been
utilised for the devolpment of Natal. . -

The situation is almost exactly parallel to that of
the Uuoited States of America. In the States along the
sea border to the South, a whole population was im-
ported, under an artificial system, to develop the sugar
and cotton plantations, This was one of the medns

by which the prosperity of those States was built up.

. REPATRIATION

Now, to-day after more thia'a century of settlement
in the case of America, and after sixty years’ settlement
in the case of Africa, there is wild talk, on the part of
frresponsible persons, about * repatriation,” " But, in

the Twentieth Century of the Christian Era we czonot .

act in the manner of Assyrian despots in the year 800
B.C. To bring over, for purely selfish reasons, a whole
population, first of all; then to.use this popylation in
order to bnild up prosperity and wealth; and then, last

ot ali, when wealth is established, to banish the labour-’

ers who produced the wealth—such a oolicy is neither
sane nor just,

I hope, aiso, to show, in future articles, that it is

entirely unnecessary. -
(7o be Continued.)

-

THE ASIATIC COMMISSION -
Evroreans URGED TO GIVE EVMENCE

It a very short"time (says the Vara? Mercury in a
leaderatte) the Asiatic Commission will hoid a sitting in
Durban, and it is essential that evidence should be
prepared without delay. The matter is of vital moment
to every European inhabitant of Duarban, and there
should be na_ supineness or apathy in providing state-
ments to lay before the Commission. Durban is per-
haps more concerned in this question than any other
town ‘in the Union, yet, so far as is kaown, no attempt
has been made to obtain representative evidence. The
Borough had a bad reputatton in this respect. Several
commissions have visited the town, and have left very

“much dissatisfied with the interest taken in the questions

they were investigating. The.Indian difficulty is one
which should nnt be shirked, aad it is to be hoped that
the Town Coungil. Chamber of Commerce, Retailers’
Council, and the Federation of Trades will all exhibit
a keen desire to assist the Commission in comiog to
definite and just conclusions. It must be bome in
mind that any legislation that may evolve from the
report of the Commission will be of a more or less
permanent nalure, and will be .intended to settle the
vexed problem vnce and for all, so that it is essential
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that the Commissioners shoyld be in_posgession-of the
fuliest and ‘oSt accurate informgtion, The ‘public
will only have themselves to blame if tjey atlog the
oppoitunity ot preseoting their case for or against the
Indlian demands to escape them. It is the 'i[1§h of
everyone that some finality should be reached in this
tnatfer. 'The Asiatics wefe brqught here in large num-
bers, Yhongh hundreds came of their own free gill, and
1t they elect to remdin ia South Africa they must con-
Yorm to the laws of the Union. Tle consfant refergnce
to India'cannot be cdbtinuéd ; théy dre South Alrican
résidents, and must submit to the will of the mijority,
ot seck new pastures. . Equility canngt be granied jo
them, a8 fheir standard’ of life is edtirely ‘different ; but
they must be treated with justice and fairness. The
main point, however, i for the Durban burgesses to
wake up, and place theaselves in a position to tgll the
Commissioners ‘what the desire, and there i§ np time
to be lost before making @ start. o

MASS MEE ['ING OF fHE TRANSVAAL
' INDIANS

Ap open air mass meeting ot the Transvaal Indians
under the auSpicés of the Traosvaal Bri‘ish Yodian
Association was held oo 't'llz_: x1th inst. at Newtoo, on

"the open ground ‘opposite Messrs. Ismail Mia and
Coy.- There were fufly 3,000 presént including a
large number of delegates from the districts, aod
varibus minbr bodies affiliated tq the Assocjatiop.

" Mr. E. L Aswat presider, and was supported on the

platform by the followiag ge!é?ﬁtgg viz :-'—-Pre{gria, N.
-M. Ayob,’A. C. Tayob, N. M. Ebrahim, T. M. P.
Mahomed, M. M. PsvéE. M.'Bhoola, Osman Omar,
and 5.S5. Maoikum Pillay; Ventersdorp, Moosa Rajah,
Va)ly Essop,s Dawpod Valley; Potchefstroom, Abdool
Rabman, -A. R. A. Gani, Carglina, M. I. Dadabbhai;
Sannigof; 4. Salpojee, Merico, M. Daya, Evaton, M.
Ackoojee, Germistpn, L. B. Siogh and L. B. Maharaj;
Dylstroom, I E. Daya; Springs, M. E. Cajee, and 1,
A. Patel; Kliptown, 1. M. Patel; Roodepoom, . Essack,
S L. Aswat, 5. A. Abpamjee, M. -E. Seedat,r. L. Essack,
M. E. Bbabah, and I M. Takolia; Boksburg, M. B.

. Naik, L. V. Dessai, and Moosa Daya; Schweizie
Rencke, M. A, Patel, G. K. Desai; New Clare, K.
M. Sodha, and M. Essackjee; Greplingstagl, A. Suli-
man; Balfour, L. J. Mahomed; Rustenburg, Ismail
Jooma; Middleburg, Dawood Ismail; Bloemhot, E. E.
Surti; Swart Ruggens, E. M. Partel; Alberton, E. E
Makada; Benoni, Ranchod Gopaljee, Luxmaa Das,
and B. Chetty. b ,

After the statemest drawa up by the Committee to
submit to the Asiatic Inquiry ‘Commigsion was read
and explained, the following resolutions were uoani-
mously adopted. - o )

This mass meeting of the Transvaal Indiaos held:
at Jobavnesburg on the rith Aprl, rgzo under the
auspices of the Transvail British Indian Association,
hereby approves of the statement drawa up by the
Cotomittee 'of the Association, and authorises the
Associatidn 'to submit. same to the Asiatic Inquiry
Commission oa thelr behall subject o amendments
by the ‘Association’s’ Advocate Dr. F. E. T. K,raus'e,
K."'C,, and further authiorises it5 nomjazes to-pend-r
évidence fb support of the statement. o

" Whilst taking. the most charitable view pf the ua--
digoified action “of certain irresponsible persons or
bodies at this critical juacture this masy meeting pub-
blicly- affirms that the Brtish Indian Association is the
only representative ‘body which has hitherto cop-
stitugnohilly voiced the leelings of the Indfan Com-
wunity 6f the' Transvaal and enjoys their complete
confidence. ¢ 0T

Apait from the delegates
various bodies spoke very
second resoldtion. ™ _ e

" . The proceedings were entuisiastic all, "through and
terminated with a vote of confidence in the Assbcig,tion
and its-officials, oo

P

the representatives of the |

INDIAN OPIN{ON

strougly in support of the:|

FARMERS' CONGRESS
Question OF LAND AND ‘l‘nm_mg

At the Coogress of the Natal Agricultural Union
held at Marilzburg, oa the 15th iogi., Mr. Bremner
{Cplenso. Farmery Associatizn) moved @ * That jn the
opinipn ot this Coafereuce, landwpers throughout
Natal shopld be prohibiced -from selling or leasing to.
Asiatjes. " : o e .

This bheing seconded, Mr. J. W. ¥ontgomery spoke
at som: length in support of the wtiva. He pi.aged
out thyt the Asigtics’ cost of living was much lower
thap that of Epropean faripers aod if the presem
system of permitting Asiatics fo spread all over the
cpuntry acquiring land were qllowed to continug, they
would eventually amass such qums of mopey ax would
give them a greater hold on the lyad, .. He mo¥atl w
an amendment: “ That in view of the rapidly in.)
creasing dease Native population and the wrgent
necessity of encouraging sujtable Kuropsan immigration

. to their country, the time has acrived \whea Govera-

ment should legislate prohibiting the sale, rept, lease,
or gift of laud asd property to Asiatics within the
Unioa of South Africa. ” P

Mr, Power seconded the amendmént, aad Mr. H,
‘Wilking supported it. ' ' 2o

Mr, L. D. Gilson said that if th2 Indiaes increase
as they have increased in the past, -theh, with the
exception ol a few veéry 'large libd-ownets, ‘the Et-
ropeau would be squeezed out’of Natil. ‘He said that
in ‘the Natives’ Land Act 'the Goévarnment had Iid
dowo the' priaciple of dematcation—zlloting areas
purely for Natives. ' He desoudced this #s a dabger-
ous precedent, and said thit iCapjliéd tb' NAtives then
it wbould have to behpplied to Asilitics latét oa—ik
common justice. P L

Mr. Gilson then moved the following amendment :
“That this Coafersace places o -fhcord ‘ts opinitna
that ‘the preseat 'position of the ASiatic problem in
Nata),{s most unsatistactory aad dangerous, and talls
on the Government to take thé miost'drastic'stepsito-

wards amelioratios. - Ft would poiétout ¢t the follow-

ing- positions 'in this regard pactictilacly require sate-
guardiag. ' (1) No Asiatic shall be -placed ¢b the
‘Voters' Roll under uay condition whatever; (2) N$~
Asiatic shrll 'be allowed to purehase or lease fixed
property in Natal except in such special areas-as tiay
be demarcated for thom fromtime'te ftme.  &ll land
fixed: properly at preseot owndd by Asiatics ohtside
of such special ereds shall not, be transfarred uolass to
Europeans; (3) 'No new ttidiag ‘or storékeepers’ Ii-
cences &hall be issued to Asiatics except in such
spedigl arens as miy be demarcited’ for theth, '
Mr. Eric Pell second i, and said fhat to buy out
Asiatic landowners in $huth Affica, zop million pounds
would be the sum required. - o
With the permission of the Copierence, Mr. Brem-
mer thersupon withdrew this motion, in [g_véhr of M

Gilson's amendment. : l

Mr. H. E. Aonderson 'said that these Asiatics had
not dope their duty to South Afrjca, piting their actiog
during the war ia steying io this-conatry and making
capital out of its requircments. ' He gsked Mg Gilgon
to make the provisiq 15 m yre drastic, and. 4o ggant these
Asiatics Dare and scant jugtice. ., . . .., - Gﬁf’
Mr. Allsop;s said tha, ug sell:presesvation was af .
stake, The matter @igg.ﬂqzvery'sgrious, he proposed
that 2’ special comaities be appointed to draft a fresh
resolution upon the basis of the pressat debate. This'
was not geconded. J ceoLa

. i My Marwick sujgested that they appoiat- a Yoth-

mittee to give eviderice before the Agiatic Commistion

appointed by the Governmsat, v

Mr, John Moon added his quota, He pointed out
the gravity of the situation, qupting 2 statement made
by Geoeral Smuts o Dyrban: * What had India done
in the war?” asked the Prime Minister, and added :

e Whilst in E.ggland I met some of the keenest in-
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tellects in the world—Indians, Some people foreteil
the day when our sous shall work for Indians.” Mu.
Moon ‘spoke 'at .considerable léngth upon the matter,

giving his own experiences of Asiatics, - '
 Mr. Van Rooyen said that ke Telt very deeply upon
the matter. Hesaid that the other Provinces of South
-Afyica bad already taken stepm -« The Asiatics are
those wonderful people who win a country without
fighting for 1. - They pursue the policy of peacetul

. penetraiton.”

. was -not, in his opinjon, drastic ‘encugh, and he felt
. ;l;.gt no more laod or licences should be granted to
iatics. ‘ S .

Mr. Stelh said that unless we did somethihg very ‘

"saon-the whole aof the northérn districts of Natal would
‘be in the hands of the blacks, - They were rapidly buy-
A8 land atound Dadnkauser 4nd the diinks. ~ -
7 Mr Robinsén, Mr. Botha, and others also spoke,
- Mr. W. W. Sykes then proposed that a special
committee be appoitted to draft a suitable resolution.
Mr. ‘6 /A. Bridéon seconded; - The tWo éther amend-

ments were thereupon withdrawn by the movers, and -

upon being put the motion for 2 comamitice was carried
unanimously. ~The committte forthwith procecded
to {rame the {esolpt_iop, and: thq n;at;errrstogq dov;n

- pro tem

Mr. Hancock submitted the report of the subcom-_

mittee appointed td deal withi the resolutibns refeiring
to the tenure of land and trading licences by Asiatics.
The fesolution, which™ was secobded by Mr. Marwick,
‘was as follows: “This Conferenté wdyld redord its

considered opinion that the Asiatic problem presents

& serious menace to:the Union, and recommends: (a)
While recommending that the existing tenure of land
by Asiatics should not be iaterfered with, no further
ﬁcquisition ol land by purchase, lease, or other means,
y Asiatics shallbe'aliswed’ (b):" No neir licences
ghall under any. circumstances be issued to Asiaties.

(c) No transfer of any existing licences to any Asiatics |

shall be permitted, "but at thé expiry of any licénce
held by an Asiatic by death of the holder, reasonable
¢umpedsation tof land and trading stock shall be paid.
: (d)-'rhi} -thg Goveroment “shall {egiglate ‘on most
drastic lines against the bolding by any European or
dthet pexdon of & licéice od behalf of any Asiatic. (e)
At such future date as shall be fixed by legislation all
Asiatic licences now helﬂ by comparies shall expire
drid compensation shall Be paid to-siich holders. (f)
The urgency of this imatter calls tor immediate séttle-
meqt by legislation, ” S
““Mr. Trancier said the remedy was thé fixing of a
standard wage which would put the- Asiatic tiader oh
the same tevel with his European competitor. ,

Mr. Van Rooyen said' the views of the previous
speaker did not répresent the views of the Krantzkop.
. Asspciation. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Tianmer had admitted

~ that he'vofed in a minority. ) .

“‘The résolution ' ‘Was then carried unanimously.
. "Qn the motion of Mr. Vano Rubyen, it was resolved
to foxward . ascopy of the resolujion to the secretaries
otall 61‘;:%‘:;1‘” odies, the Asiatic Commission to take
evidendt ‘#bm ithe Conlérente, frorh i deputatio coh-
~gistag of Messrs®§lein, Gilson, Fleming, Van Rooyen,
h EW K. _Ande:i’ﬁ,*l-lancoc‘}:. Sykes, and Allsopp.

He said that Mr Gi\soh'i joiendment |

Lieut. Col. Wylie, who presided at a meeting in
support of Mr, Green's candidature of the Toll Gate
Division. in the Natal Provincial Council, made a
reference to the Asiatic Commission, which is at
present sitting in the Transvaal, and which will com-
mence jts sittings in the Law Courts, Durban, on
Monday, April 26, says the Nata: Merrury, Col. Wylie,
whois a member ol the Commission, intimated that he
had been disappoioted at the number of witnesses who
bad come forward, and hoped that as Natal was deeply
foterested in'the Amatic question, witnesses would lose
no time in coming forward to give evidence ona
question which *was more than a burning one in the

atal Province; as well as it the whole of Sauth Africa.

-~ Y - ' Lo RN

SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL'
iNDIAN CONGRESS '
v 'R (e
An Eme‘rg:n,cy Meeting of the Executive
of the South African National Indjan Cog-
gress will be held on ‘the 25th Apul 1920
it °r10 Field*Street, Durban, atiro A 'm.Br

the transaction of the following busiriess &~

1. General Statement to Commission,
2. I_’ublication,‘ of the revised proceed-
- ings of. the:Congress held in Jo-

hihnesburfs,. T

3. To arrange a probable datelfor the
Congress to, be held in Durban.
4. To revise Constitution, -
5. To nominate a President elect.
6. General.' ' """ m
' P, K. NAIDOO
M. B. NAIK 1

" Hon. Becretaries, ‘
| S. A N. I Congrets,

FOR SALE
LADYSMITH STORE

Tenders are invited for the purchase of
the Shop in Albert Street, Ladysmith,
occupied by Messrs, S. Amod Bros., as a
General Store. Area 'of larid abdut “22
pe‘rches'inéludinﬁ back yard. Frontage 535
feet, including Right of way. (ood po-
sition. Shop of stone and brick under iron
roof. Sale subject to Lease'to ' presefit
tenants, 4bout four years to run : Fhe
highest or any tender not necessarily ac-
cepted: ‘ : . .

Pl'egdei's in writing to be lodged with the

"undérsigned by noon on Monday idth Mdy

; “Four were clested Wiz elpdates, add thé reciainder | 1920, Fuller qa‘.mculars ort’ AP;')'hcath.
:alternates, the report to be‘tmage;m;u afiliated | - Ladysmith, 21st April 1926.
“societics.—Natal Mercury, yiy g7 ~ " E.R RAWLINSON,
' ‘ N v Solictior for Ovnérs.
The Poona Distiict Congress ‘Commttee have :f E. R. RAWLINSON,
assed resolutions condempning the anti-Fadiao agita- ' Box 28,
Eo'n in South Alrica and'the British East Africa against *h Lady§:‘11lt¥§' it

~

the .tights of Indians as’ equal citiZens of the Briﬁshf*':
Empire and urging the Government of India to take: [ 2
retaliatory measures in case those Govemmgnts refuse

Hiioted and Pibllshed by Macila ‘B, Gaadhi ab Phsntx Z.iils
to withdraw anti-Indian Legislation. L

rent, Fhorplx, Matal,




