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_'NOTES AND NEWS

ing the new session ot the Provincial Council .

last week, made a most important announce-’
ment regarding the education policy in that Province.
The Administrator announced that, in view ot the unani-
mous desire of all parties in the Council, they would
have [ree primary education, with free school books
-aod requisites, as from July 1, 1920, for European,
-coloured and- Native - children, The expenditure in-
volved would be approximately ,£275,0c0 sterling, and
taxation proposals to meet the increased expenditure
would be introduced in due course, :

. B b : '
TH‘E Administrator of the Cape Province, in open-

- )

- The Cape has always been more liberal than the
other Provinces of ‘the Union, and we are glad that it
has been decided 10 take this bold step in the matter
of free education for all races. No mention is made of _
Indians, but we believe that - they attend school with
“Malays and other coloured ¢lildren and therefore they
will be included. Why should not the other Provinces
follow suit? . :

i
-

His Excellency the Governor-General, in his opening
address to Parliament said:—~The development of the
Native races and their increasing importance in the
economic life of the Udion tend more and more to the
raising of questions ot a complex character for the
Goverpment of the Upion. My Ministers consider-
that the time has come to introduce reforms in our
system of Native administration which will include the
establishment of a standing Commission to advise and
assist the Government on questions of Native policy as
well as the creation of Advisory Councils in the large
Native areas, which will help to keep the Natives in
touch with the Administration of the country. -

No mention was made of Indians, neither was any -
prelerence made to the Commission which is now sitting,

—

~

London, March z2,—In the House of Commoos, -
Mr. Bennett (Coalition Unionist, Kent, Sevenoaks
_Division) asked the Under Secretary for the Colonies
to gi¥e instructions for the removal of the limitations
agaimyt the purchase by other than Europeans of the
sixty plots of Goveroment land at Nairobi, which were |
being sold on April 4. Col. Amery said the only in-
formation he possessed was that shown to him in &
telegram to the East African Indian deputation now in
Londou. He stated he was not prepared to order a
direct reversal of the long.standing policy of the Pro-
tectorate Government until Lord Miloer returned.

. From what we understand of the position in East
Africa we should say that Cel. Amery is under a mis-
apprehension. In any case it is bad trestmeot towards
people who have done .50 much in developiog -the
country, -

© The South African Labour Party is somewhat shaky
‘on the colour question, Whilst some of its members
are honestly willing to abolish the colour-bar and make
their stand on the rate of wages, others still stick to the
old racial prejudices. In the House of Assembly the
other day, the labour members revived the topic of the
Namaqualand labourers, and there arose out of it (says
the Naral Mercury correspondent) the chief debate of
the sitting, Sir D. Harris spoke in his most caustic
vein on “the solicitude of the Labour Paity for the
coloured worker.” He endorsed, he said, their stric-
tures on the bebaviour of the Copper Company io sud-
denly leaving its employes helpless in a district where
no work was procurable, the more so as the company
had placed some hundreds of thousands of pounds to
its cash reserve. But be expressed himselt puzzled to
know what better the Government could have done
than bring the stranded workers to-Capetown.

In simple words, which carried deep meaning, he
added that it could certainly not -have sent them to
“"Johannesburg. The innuendo’ was not lost-“on the
Fouse, which roared out & cheér, while the Labour
men started as if stabbed. Atfterwards he put his
thoughit explicitly by contrasting the indignation mani-
fested by Labour in the House over a pittance of hali-
a-crown a day, with ‘“all found,” as paid to coloured
labourers, with the action of the trades upions of the
Rand in throwing coloured men violently off their jobs.
He here referred, it seemed, to the occasion of the
building strike, when the coloured labourers  were
neither permitted to work nor assisted with strike pay.

- - .

Mr. Madeley replied that the Labour Party did not
at all object to coloured men getting work, provided
always they were paid the European wage. Mr. Stuart,
however, intimated some scepticism upon this declara-
tion, and informed the House how, when he was giving
-evidence before the Low Grade Mines Cemmission,
and urging that 35. a day was.an iosufficient wage for a
Native mioor, 2 member of the Commission took strong

“I- exception to his view~ This member, said Mr. Stuart,

was Mr. Pohl, an organiser of the Mine Workers* Union.
Col. Creswell and several of his colleagues at once
repudiated M. Pohl as being in any way representative
of the Labour Party, or qualified to speak for them:

Reuter from Bombay reports Hartul (?) is -being
- observed this year throughout India by the Moslems
and Hindus ‘alike io order to emphasise the Moslem
fecling as regards the settlement of -Turkish questions,
“There have been no disturbances. .o

Delhi, March 26.—The Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford,
in closing the debate io the Legislative Council, an-
nounced that it would be the last time that the Viceroy
would preside over the Council, owing to the scheme
for the reform of the Goverment of Indig, .- Hencelorth
the Viceroy would only attend the Council to deliver

- - ]
an occasiopal ceremonial speech.—Reuter,

b wd
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DURBANS’ NEW ORDINANCE

HE‘ Durban Town: Cogncll h s had draﬂ:ed an |
Ordinance to grant addntlona powers b 1tselt
Like its predecessors, this latest attempt at le-
gislation needs careful watching, Whenever the Durban
Towa-Eouncil seeks ‘further powers, one may b¢ cht-
ly certain that ‘those powers, if granted, woul ]
detrimental to the Indian community. The clauses
which appear to be dangerous are 'thd Tollowing{< |/
Sec. 11. The Town Council may mtheut-nnyfonsent
of the Governor-General, the Administrator or any pér }
~gon whamsgever, being: necessary, but etherwisein the
- mdnner provided by Sectich 77 of Law Tg of 1872
grant'leases ‘for a peridd'inot: é'xce‘edm¥ Bg ‘years of any
‘I:'ind’ Helonyn&g 1o ’c'he 'Cb?poratlo'h ol Dui'bah" Upon
9 fl' 37 :'I’q: mf:h as gt }-hmk:ﬁt i { 'ior remden
ag,q nq, ho?&er 91 any. easqugra‘p;gd

ka.l pu;posr;§ 0371»

»heregnder shall,.:n‘any cucun;;tanqqs have;any right

-whatever. to avail himéeliol thelPprovisions of any law

- graoting lesbees ﬁonl thé Towd Council ﬁ‘ghts to the

é&dmon oi ¥énewhal cg%efiants, \o rene M , 0T io cob-

* Versiop 10 y Trechold “El less. hls lease sha!l clxpresﬂy
B

otEmise, frovide. - Sxb-ssction, 5ol , Section, 6., pt

rdipange L1 g LTS is helpbq rp_pcaled in so far: as it

coniels any powers upon the Town: Councﬂ ¢
Sec’iﬂ p:;ull 4 The Town C’ouncil ‘hay ° rant a|ny
licence it has p]ower ti) ranf, .mgﬁt:' Yo ek cauddwus
or restructtons as may be mrrzd in by anv applicant ;,
-Such. condittons.vr 1 vasizrctions shall be- endorsed on the
ticence; and a failire lo :amply ml‘lz'urq ior dll’fitehof

- skall ‘psa fucio renddy l)u lu?rm rml? and vsid.

gty cage b

it SpLﬁ 1‘9,p%1-j ,30 Thp Towr,l (Jquuﬁll or iits. Licepsing
Offiger ag the case may be, may refymta grant or, renew

\any Vicense. 1ssuabdle by of or By kum unlpl:satssfied that tke

Jppdamt 25 7ot tanrraoenmg‘ or does ot mtemi to cah!ra

f" anty jrokxh}zon ar. hr}n atigh amifo did 'Z* A,

3y prowd'ed ;gét o fgﬂgwa ghal ‘h;‘ r::;(;ls'?' IJ;JT e
grqunds aboyelatated until, six months alter . notice
drawing the attention of.the Rublic-to the-provisidns-of
this Section and of the said Bye:Laws shall have been
given on behalf of the Town Councal by IImbltca\notr in’
nbtl’ess"ﬁxi‘n 'Six ik§uéé of & 'newsbapei- c:rcu'iatt pg | in.
1'H|llﬂpan e % salﬁ six hontﬁs to ;0 from thq "date  of

th st pubjigation,. =
Sgc 23. fNo—person shmﬂ EkIL, ‘trade or exbrc:se a‘ny

: ’t:ﬂhdg‘bi 2nykiild in 48y Municipal Iﬁd'tan Markgt or
* Bazdur ngstéig:f_l_iﬂed lg|y the 'I.‘own Couﬁct whlcﬁ Llce%e
n‘te’_p ﬁ:vw g:mm'c :n;ngsue pr mvo,!;e A .ryd: rond;{;ans
R4 yndex. s#ely tesinpeligns asat thapls fit, pod fox which

-it;may. charge $uch sums a8 ip-may. from time. To 'wile

~prescribe, with power to fix differibl ‘iunis in resbéet ot
diféyedt dattings. ' Felldn¥  Rolditg ' slich'a' eelice
shall not be bound. to.’apply .for or obtain a Licence

Soder Ack18,0( 1897 01 a0y Ach pmenging the same,

~F. lgnfpr apy qtbqql.gw qr,Ot inange (save thig; Ordi-

«DEMCP) inyespect-of enythmg ‘done by them' wiflih the
eaid: Mearkét drBazaar - Néthing f4 this: Section 'coh-
taingd shall preclude’the “ToWs' i:ounc“l ‘froth charging
persons selling, trading or exercising a calling in said

Ma E;F g, fggﬁ for the.usqi-{hersqt 9 ph.any pgrtion
therf:o WY dition to.a 'Ilcence fee a8 suthonsed by

thlsSpctlpn g i o

=v We cobtend 1h‘at ‘no Mum‘éxpa‘l Covicil shoufd ha e

Wuwers tb' restrict tra‘ie on sucl‘, ter';q's ind ¢

G & b3 ,"l'-

"

deﬁmtely ﬁxed by law It is nght that the Sanpity
N Inspector sl}ould ive ;ns report, and that it must b
favourable if a. !hcence is T be granted It iz )
necessary that the Building Iuspector should _certi
that the building is of the required standard. Informa
tion as to ap applicant's moral character or busisiesd
m'te’gnty ey’ B obtainkd il Yhe .proﬂer qume:é' and
likéwise taken into account. But, after receiving favoyy.
ablr. re {rom all these sources, it should never be
in ﬂ:e power‘o -Licencing Officer or Town Council 1o
Felise a ficence ot do abything concerning the libenty
of the citizen upon terms and conditions as 1f tkumis fiz,
Thls appearstous to be &n'ingenivus. way }Tm

"Vedtink the conithon' law, wheréby the nghls of} the
' maw:dgal bi.:e Prote tea and gn{es folhe Hubhc bodies,
. hich,may, q.usqd to 'opprgss 3, Seqtion. of the popyla
 tion, withoyt any rq ress being availgble from the Cgur.;s
¢ Sdei 18'(4), quoted above, . is b clevay.device totrd|
the unwary trader into agrehmg to!cond.ltmns-the'b:‘eact
of wbich will spell tuin to ‘hith. The' 'mure rgndv‘ran\: 8
‘man 1:_:), ortl e'ﬁ:ﬁfe Jedpe irate hid ne?d he' easrsell- it wil
'Be for & “clever L:ceucmg Mfficet, ta insér, Landitiops
which will be endo e licence. 1If one of these
is not carried out, the 'hcence caa be cancelled withou
guestiop., Thig is 2 most extraorginary thing. , It fits ir
-with a[palicy,of .exierpination and iis- no,doubt el
chlculated to be mést éffective; - But- it is hot- honedt,
"and we do hbt bbhe% thiat the Provincial Council wm
1 'ga;s {B? (3 dinapce it's and's However to '.fv d
.any dan; el‘°'-\5 P°F5kbil"§":*5’ 1 ig) PeFessr"“? ..... Ebe'h“d)i“
leaders to make representanons to His . Hgno;,umhe '
Admmlstrator without delay :

St .1
o

il

[T YT e bty I1-:I

i
‘ Tﬁlﬁl‘ASlr';&'Ia‘l‘g ;oumséxdn

-REPORT OF rrs Sm‘mcs AT Cumowu

.
! '

Lo

. e ﬁrst ubl slt mg oi th Asm 'Ipqu:
Fl}:?on at é took 8p l:ce‘ at ll& ﬁu;‘\éﬁngs,
arla e tree_,t onthe.x th o e

hgi qEII‘L,W l\’k nser ,j’qugal ,Sepretary pl 4
gq,g , rf Gopd op )€, who was the ﬁrst w:tmiss ? ar _rp-

‘]gd’, ated | tbag e ts§ue o. Pppnpes o genergl

o gl;ps. E"rov;nce Was, eqlt with upaer rdinance. .l4
of 19i6. Al'l a‘pp ;c‘ants for gene:a deﬂe;; u;encqs
had, in the first instance, to apply fora cerlificate to
the local authority. - An- appeal was allowed to the
Administrator in case the reason given for refusal by
!tlie ‘Tdeal dithiority Wad (hat' there’ were ‘alreadySuffi-
.ciedt of a trade ‘at-work it any particulariarea. v,
The Chiirman: A municipality can refuse a certifi-
cate withott giving any'gl’o'ﬁnd dor their refusal ?
- Winessy Yeg. 1 oy o
- ?s";hqt p:ov,lged on in 't Qrdlpance P
.—Y;g}m qlauqesyz R4 1
g ,PH,,tar .as the. Ordipancs ls.cgncerqu p;s
c{p phynto, . enoihgr. Quesuop,. ' it g‘ﬂa ,that
t ex 31 0 ?w *h;ngs 1p do-grant. of; Yefuss; pix.a
] avq,yo“£ mé,;s Gasqs in which difficulties hﬂ"c
ﬂl’l,‘.ie asged, ﬁl.l'ln,in Fros: 2oz 178 04T
1 M?gﬁsa t@ll"mfl.'«:lll,.tlw.': there, had begn app:alsl buy he
‘had, po specific pumbgrs, .. ,
¢ Agdarasy k'??wpthe

culty, 1p . carrying puy th
licences 'Eo rﬁsmm:s ?
“serious grievances P "

... Witness.: ... Np, , except. thg,,grd.wm grpmilespfha

|""

h;s }Blt,'bq-gn

elerring ‘o
i:avJ':l; nogt heax

uch d.tﬁ
$ u;wm

come up under any piece of | legislation, 1 do nott
lét “has een specmlli’ acute, ga{s Tar Fs my knom eége
‘Boel. o

1 Colonel Wylie' Hasa hcensndg offider ‘hny- 'poﬂ'er

R con'(filltfoqs
o thinks fit, { & terms,and copditiods nder, whigh
a llcence shoul’d

e gra.nted or refused ought to be

to refuse a renewal once a licence has beeo grap
Witness : Not as far as I know,



M FRILIBND 4Da0

'INMAN OPINION

‘tos

« Suﬁbdk'\&"’a fidih "Babituhily sens Yokt wéigh, can- ;
Hot'ybia Enlcel Wik lcéner P diked M.t H'ofm%?i’
- Withéss™ NG {lﬂﬂlﬂné 'chust thén b ‘dealt \ﬂth
under municipal or her e
aColdtel WHlieY "1 d enelv’ml 1 refitded, % 'merb'
Hppeal 14 thk'S't']Si’ém\é Chivty == v afi s
# I take it there would be under the comﬁ‘héiw
'l-éﬁhﬂd"ﬂ’né"‘?ﬁtﬁe "“‘i‘t 58" nde provided kidr in the
Ordinance, » wrtatis
- Answering Mz .I-Ia,h;m:;‘rl witness.said that, apart
from East London, he had no knowledge of any segre-
gatmjagl Asmucil'iﬂahel;ﬂlph.sl’rdvinee Speaking
servation io the Peni he should say that
theffe” wald- 'ﬁ"?eﬁd%éyp trlﬁﬁng‘? Ashdds 13" llveyln a
;putlFll‘ﬂ"ll’ﬂﬁ..nl( AL cadaeeal dig o
.+ Replying tq the, Chainnan, e, siatsg that. wlae:e shﬁ
dmunieipalautharly. hadsrefused to, authofioe & val.s
4 other, pram)ses, ithere bad begn appealy by it
#AGES fo. !hm&sxnwlwam byt.nat ip many £args, y kn
ek, cases the dn‘unntramnJud.allowgdi,,;he. zempval
and reversed the decision ol the munigipahity.. 1 ot it
~Commigsion was. Ahen adiourned .13l the next.cday.
LU DL ?zrlrmu ‘B Care'INDiaNg 1) ¢ 1

! T'hé" fo HEJ dd b 'smw. "‘it Atk
'Bml'd ”‘ ’Ias eﬁ( Str on 'S el 24¢h,

held' a. fl’ese ’ted by eﬁ é.tloﬁ fr
the Tp fﬁ] Indl C h&cﬂ
e Col. _r s btt lle,

'Snr hg ! tﬂue o*ther eﬂberslpre- i
: tethe r "W Dang Ba::i auﬁ
Mz H. T, Hbide éx*% it Benjipiitd Ral érls‘bﬁ éir
| it" roEéed:hg'é ¥.: sl 41
_;'Puhtfob

"mm'in forek 'was Het 36 ot §9682 ‘Siich 4'chibdiGéh 6f
things, we respectlully subm:t calls for an amendiiveht
of the:-exiing legistaeldn 5o us e ubcord v Buk'section
wof r the. community .equal.. zights .vml:u oxher gecphons
epding, and caFying,-on husiness. in prder. toy syppart
,;hcmselpes,accprdmg tg-decput and hovest spandards,
-We suggest, sivh:.all .due. qubnnsamn,uthe oliowing
amendment.ig the Jaw,.viz. ; i {»)-That the contrpl of the

1gramting orirefusaliof Jaaanc&s to..carry an the. buslpeas
qf- bakers, hutely s, greengyocers andrgeneral dealers be
wemaved. from the dgcal autheritieg, where such s the
1cas8.5.(b)Lhat the power. to:consideriand to- graut, or
Apdusp. suchudicences l]e..ﬂ:sted.mthe. Magistrate, 1A ddj-
tiong] glstraw qr istant Maglstrats of. the Pistrict
or S;lb -Diistrict, where jthe. - premises: iy cespectwt which
,thp. ipenge.is. sought ara situate); (o) that the considerqy-

tiow ol apy application: be guided hy: cettain, rules gog
rcgulataons;;(-d) thatsuch .roJes.and. rquiatmnsandlca.e
with crrtainty the matters to betaken ingq nonszderq;npn
A0 ﬁeptdmg. upon, the grant or mfusak ol ;napgllczglon
Epecipd yegand.. beinghad io. lha.requuements af publie
health and the character and.reputation of.the appli-
.£au;.(p) Abat .ifhe -opjqctions) to the .granting ofi;any
4ppl|canqn, be.allowed, topbe made by the Conrt hegring
ithe: applicatian or .-byt N go.tlm-! person.;interested,

" yeasongble oppprtunity, bpjng given- to the applicaat,to
. meet such. .pb;eetloq si(f):that ini cgsey af, the refnsal of
any. .anphc,mont the Magistrate, hdditional Magistrate
10F Assistant, Maglstrateqmy.h.e. required. within a fixed
time to furnish in writing his reasons for such. refugal ;

(8).1hat.therp be a.right of appeal both on the lay and
Shadags Jdram,the , decisiop.of .such . Magistrate, Addi-
tnomi Magistrate or, Assistant Magistrate to: ibg Provip-
«Hal or- I.ocal lD.unsmns of tha Sup:eme Court: having
;upsdu;tlon RN o1 ..,..-

2L 3 I TTOT Al " - T
T i ,:fAktl'gG Rf_rq z. m angf:? hw ,

2 (it Youp petitionters rnéspbctfully‘ supghst an the rulds
and regdiations refdrred-to in! parigeaphe 8 herevf; sub-
“Ipatagraph (&), shouid be 'Juch as-are prdvided in sectidn-

- -ul l‘

Y
QE% Tridiab €
cobg meab Mi?sr_; 4 dd
1 arshot’
e olﬂ tnd H ‘ﬁasbh aby
Alm d and with himh was AdVSGAtE' 'Peicy
g‘ones, tmktelsn M¥dsis. Priink 2nd Wirshaw, -
“The betition relﬁtmggr
ey’ i}fféctlu \@l
\Fce s aud ﬁ‘ne fdniniktyatid
ibla'm?é en F’t ents 'Yu thq I\’ro n‘é '6i t’lh‘
ap" fGé’é’ﬁ H j '
a%ol"'d?u’i'«a fing€ &F 1416°(C @) that t'ﬁ
rtm!n It of Ticehicds ‘l:oé‘p 'oi
m" 'of & 'baker, BatcHe?, Betidral 'a&agiﬂf' .

& }
Bliim, A i, %1
was'ingroqut®d by Advdc?ﬂa
. adle dertaln fe gsbntat{o
egis anVé-"énY ek e grahl ‘yreﬂxd
fnf'ﬁl’ler o"f'fr
Wab% é'ﬁe rbvf&edli%l e Lveeds (o)
Or
'ﬁ' ﬁ_

|- .l

C Wheb fro\ P ?he'local'h
1fher "ggb EETtt &6&1!1011 Vrllage # elhe'ﬁ'
l%&ﬁ cll: ccqr&nﬂ ds' the

?a d‘or Diy kl ﬁ Iné
ﬁber the’bhé fé td amed faflu wrthi? the
frea ol 4 mdg?c H Magigbhieyi Boatd' o

Dﬁv sjohal TCou’hciI aﬁd m
- Bakity, : Vlll'a e Maha Fedhut

¢il'ih OF for tl':e aréa f1 #hldh

mﬁqu or l'éIu ‘ofa’ leenc'hf
Alsitdh M. s'trate ot hd ' district - whi
‘Bﬁsm&s is souélil: &5 '8¢ cattied od. "' I¥'is’ futtﬁ _
vided that no appligatign for a_licence shall be 'd néi
"a8red' inless lhs\!’; s shtis abtgl'y pféof'ﬂxgi thé ‘premi-
ses are fit and suilable! ‘for t'he buslhess 'brop bs’ed’ th be |
carried on, and that there is no reason why the licence,
shiild be refused ‘on the ground ofdpubllc ht;alth and
further m un ss in ade e senior
officer of po\?cc'; ?o“gxlhes :I.eiﬂ?: ﬂq l!a::'.)wu agaipst |
the applicant, that. shoujd. he.. hrought *0. t{:p.luot\qe( of
the:Cpuncil, Board, or Magistmte, y the.: case;ay be.
yohe; grant or,zefusal of the hﬂﬂnqecﬁouzhr, is.qulirely, at
4he disaretion; of the GCqpnail, Boarg ot Magistzate, apd
Hp. case, ok refusal there i is no, opligation op the, Coungil,
JBoard or Magistrate to give thereasons. hich ipguged
{the: rglusal, the. resyls bping that it is, sufficint. fof, the
ouncily Board, pr, Magistrate, to. state the, applscauon

w‘s ¢°nSldpmd and ‘e'ussdn ,'1 ™ B B B !

: LocaL oR*- met:tm AvTHORYY 1 Yt
. Ty the pek i' awin t'm to ’837»“' has; *

etmé
fespectﬁ':ﬂﬁr sﬁb HA fie 'ﬁr&vlginns “oF t‘he i
ited sefenty

i‘here ﬁnb i\’fug‘l"m
ivistodal' Cond-
lceﬂ}c)é’ié Yought e
! with ths Mg isi'me
the '

RTLIN

rdis dd ¢ cd‘vﬂ‘l'u Y
tow”lfr"dg Sorriie dmibisered fo bathe bhed' £ the

Rt Yoy € :Amihﬁslbﬁ Ll 'é'hi’, Wwhiére 'tHe’ dtakl.

90, clauses () (b), {¢) and (d) ob Transvaat Ordiniinte
oty ry1; we submitvthie the pl'pvmond ol tljuse (e)
of the said section, wherejn it is providedrthit a licande
«inay bl refdsed “to sh applicant’ who,«in! thesopinidh of
the Couacil, i not- adesirable:person-td: bold hich-w
licence, are tog.vagye.. Thg Jdocyl, ﬂjlthonnes in the
Tcansvaal soug t rf‘u e in the words o({ his, l@vuse
Wheln“dea lm lcatlons m‘a nd,\a.ns,‘ ith
the result 'th therc Wer jputnerdysSppeals in accdrd-
With th r‘owsio}ns of th drdman?e to,the 4¢3
!gnfe, i % i ‘Altnolt "e'v‘s{y msta}nce qame to the
ID? 'that the pow’er ' given 1o the Jodal anth&nly
efd mi “aghp llcatlons on this" ground, 'Was bejog
og, made use pf: agamst Indm?s Wi b " 1o
‘suﬂicfent groun S AE R conseQupnce, the provisions
3t déctiohs 159 dnﬁ 131 1 F tHe,Tran vaa ('tI:ag of
1908 were, availed of tg qreve? he Exellqls by Inqlllids
of ans tlading Wghls p*e chuu‘ed l;fg,ereb;y

‘cailsidg ‘Eréat él& at:sfaetmn on  the p side

elr r,l ts hi
-¥ Par ment (

row ed c auses

able section of this commumty ‘
Been | pro cted by Act.o 'fflxieE
1019} We' fe¢l at the s
2 fe etk o Transy l rd nance
rdéed: m e eo(
"' Df clnuqe e of

Ta'f, { ’) (€) ap ols lon 90
9 of 191 fo In t'he
e ro I.\ctlve

ah gumc?e.k&f;?q £ e Said
qoecessity, a‘nd‘!ls 11 e

hbs‘ympafhetlc and ‘Fevere treafm!aﬁ,t

applicants’ The provisions as 10 s ity q t'he
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 séctions of the commuaity irrespective of race colour or
creed.” . ‘ B
D1rrERENT COUNCILS' DIFFERENT VIEWS

Addressing the Commission, Mr. Alexander said that
briefly the only point was that they were asking that
each application should be considered on its merits.
Different Councils, he said, took different views. In
Cape Town, as far as trzusiers were concerned, the
Concil gave these transfers, although the law did not
compel it. At Wynberg quite a different view was
taken, and ordinarily it was difficult to get a transfer
passed. It was felt that the reason why they could pot

" get these facilities was due to the fact that the applicants |

were Indians, and that was why they wanted the matter
to be dealt with by a “judicial officer. The law at
present did not compel local authorities to give a reason
for their refusal, but where such a reason was inadvert-
tently given he had shown that the refusal was due to
applicant being an Asiatic. ..

Sir John Lapge: This clause applies generally to
Europeans, but the complaiat is that it is being special-
ly used against Indians? L

Mr. Alexander: Yes. But I may say that the position
of Indiaos in' the Cape is infiaitely better than in the
otber Provinces. Here an Indian is allowed to hold
land. As an alternative to vesting in a judicial officer,
the grdnting of trade licences they asked for the adop-
tion of the Transvaal Ordinance, with this difference,
that specific grounds must be given for refusing to grant
# licence. . . .

Mr. Mahomed Yoosoof, Chairman of the British
Indian Council, said he had been a trader in Wynberg
"for ten years, A considerable time ago he bought a
property at the corner of Constantia and Gabriel roads
for the purpose of opening an additional grocery busi-
vess. He had been refused a licence - without the
Council giving a reason, ' He had, however, been told

. by a member of the Council that there was nothing

against him except that be was an Indian. There were
three other similar cases. There was also the greatest
difficulty in getting renewals and transfers.

Sir John Labge : Indians have not the same difficulty
in Cape Town? . e o -

Witness : They don’t get new licences, but there is
no difficulty about transfers and remoyals. -

INDIAN TRADE AND LIvING -

By Mr. Hofmeyr: The Council does not give’ a
reason when a European is refused. - Witness sent all
hig spare money to India. He had properties in the
- Peoinsula valued at £1,200, £700, £625 and £300
respectively. He had no property in India. He was
not an importer, but was supported .y the large firms,
who gave him the usual go days’ credit. His children
were not allowed to go to the public schools, but they
were under no other special disabilities than that ap-
plied to coloured people.

It is said that you uodersell the white trader because
you live more cheaply than he can and by paying your
assistants less ? ) _ -

Witness : No. We live more economically and are-
content with small profits, We sell small quantities,
which the white trader will not do. We have no delivery
expenses and give very little or no credit, They did
pot live oo rice, as generally supposed, but had three.
good meals each day. They paid. their assistants
from £10 to 415 per month, and this included board, -
lodgings and clothes, ’

Mr. A. Ismail, a sweet manufacturer and butcher, re-
plyiog to similar questions, said that three-fourths of the
Indian commupity lived better than the ordinary class
of European.- He spent from 8s. to 10. 6d. per day
for food in restaurants. He admitted that Indians sold
a little cheaper than others, but it was to the advantage
of the poorer people. He instanced the case where a
¢city- firm had been charging 1s. 9d. per 1. for prunes,
while Indians sold the same quality at 1s. per i,

Mr. Holmeyr: It has been suggested thaf Indians.
should live in separate towaships ? g '

’

Witpess : That is out of the question entirely.
Supposing you could bave a garden -township, is
there any root objection to living together as one com-
munity ? . .
“It is a question of rights.. Tt others have the right

“to live in the city we object on principle to being

segregated. . .
The deputation then thanked the Commission and

withdrew. .
S~ =

n—
—

LICENSING APPEAL ,
_ BEFORE THE DURBAN Town Cou-r.{gu."’f”_::i;_‘_

On the 4th December, 1919, Messrs, Narapjee &
Co, applied to the Licensing Officer, Durban, for a re-
tail license in respect of the premises No. 110 Victoria
Street. The. circumstances detailed demonstrate the
difficulties placed in the way of respectable Indians
carring on business in Natal and the disabilities under
which they suffer. Co . .

On the 14th Jabuary, 1920, Applicant appeared be-
tore the Licensing Officer, The evidence and written
testimonials produced by Applicant shewed that he
held excellent references both as to his character and

" abilities ; that the premises were suitable and that no

objections had been lodged to the application,

The Licensing Officer, however, refused the appli-
cation on the grounds that he did not think that he
should grant the license especially as it was evident

"Applicant ceuld get 2 license in Pietermaritzburg, and

that Applicant should apply there for a license:; also
that he did pot wish to increase the number of indian
licenses in Durban. The. Licensing Officer refused
the application. - . ‘
Against this decision, Messrs. Naranjee & Co., ap-
pealed to 1hie Durban Towd “Council “and rétained
Advocate W. Buroe, K.C. to prosecute the appeal.’
The appeal was heard on the 27th February, 1930,
and, at the hearing, Advocate Barne strenuously - urged
the granting of the license. The poiots raised by
Counsel were that the premises had been pass.d by the
Sanitary Department as suitable ; noobjections were
made to the application or to the Applicant except as
to his race; the premises were in a part of the town
where = European is rarely seen; until then the pre-
mises had been occupied by an Indian who had held a
license therefor ; the Applicant pr:duced excellent
references as to his character and abilities ; and that
the Licensing Officer had refused the license solely on
the ground that Applicant. was an Indian, and had
not only not exercised the discretion which the law
allows him but bad refused to exercise such discretion.
The Lscensing Ofticer replied and strenuously op-
posed the granting of the appeal, and urged that it was
not desirable to increase the pumber of Indian licenses
in Durbao. )
After a short retirement, the Town Council, by a
majority of 8 to 2, upheld the appeal. -

‘THE AMRITRAS TRAGEDY

Mr, Hemry W, Nevinson writies in Jndia :—

Amwmritsar, like Waterloo, will become one of those
wmilestones by which people mark the criminal stupidity
ot our goveroing classes. To fire without warnig into
the thick of an unarmed crowd as tast as men could
jam io cartridges seems an almost incredible crime to
everyone who has not consorted with the baser type of_
Aoglo-Indian. I daresay the officer was peither mors
cruel nor more stupid than the average, but very pro-
bably he had been steeped in that common and mean.
kind of Anglo-Indian tradition which regards the
“ pative ” with mingled -timidity and cootempt. S0
when a crisis came he had uveither the cool nerve nor
the human feeling to restrain him, and flustered excite-
ment drove hir to an act which will impair our reputa-
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tion throughout the world, and will stulfify aany attempt
on our part to protest against the brutality of other
nations.. - , ' o

INDIAN LABOUR IN NATAL
(sv C. F. ANDrEWS)
B

workers in Durban and other -
towns in- Natal,—their conditions differ very largely
from that of Indians on the sugar estates in the country
districts: In the towns, there is every practical possi-
bility of strong Indian unions growing' up in the differ-
ent industries and trades. These could also, combine
in & single union for obtaining better rates of pay and
.hours of work for Indian workmen as a whole.
‘hey could also try to come to honcurable terms with

the European unions. ' .
It has been one of the most cheering- and' hopeful
things which I have seen in Natal, that the Indian

-workets in Durban have at last combined together, in.

several different trades, and that there is the promise
in the near future of a single Durban Indian . Union
which shall deal with zll the larger Indian trade issues.
There can be no doubt at all, that, in the past, an
immense amount of sweating went on, and that Indian

employers of labour were no better than the Europeans |

in this matter. -Unprotected labour is always unsate.
Human nature is the same, whether Indian or Euro-
‘pean, when it has power over the bodies .of men.
Profits are certain to be made out of the very weaknesses
of the labourers themselves, unless they are protected.

- But, in the case of the Indian trade workers in Natal,
a peculiar- complication enters owing to competition
with the Europeans. Here, at once, the questioos. of
.underselling and cheap labour come in; and there is

-no final hope ot betterment, uantil the Europezn and

Indian workmen, in the same trade, come to terms.

. Indeed, a step still further must be finally taken, and
- the one union of Indian workmen (belongiog to differ-

ent trades) must co-operate with the one Union of
European workmen. Otherwise the underselling and
the cheapening of labour on the one hand, and the
setting up of a privileged class of labour irrespective of

- good work on the other, will be perpetual. .The employ-
" er will always be able to utilise, for his own selfish _

ends, the racial divisions among the workmen.
. When 1 was travelling through Australia and New-
Zealand, I was .delighted to find that this labour
question had practically been solved by the amalgama;
tion of European and Asiatic trades unions. The
Asiatic labourers had lodges_of their own, to- decide
their own internal questions, but they followed in every
respect the same Trades' Union laws as the Europeans
and bad a voice in the passing of those laws, oL
It has been brought to my notice again and again in

- this country by Indian workuien, (such as shop-assist-.
‘-ants and others), that, if the Indiac Trades’ Unions

come under the same laws and the same scale of wages’
as tha Europeans, tben, first of all, the _European scale
of living is much higher than the Indian. = Therefore
while the -Indian can afford to take a lower wage, the
European cannot. With this radical difference, it 1s .
“impossible to equalise wages.. Secondly, if the employer .
- hwsto choose between 2 Earopean and an Indian; at
the same rate of wages, he will choose the European
everytime ; becanse the prestige of the European is
greater than that of the Indiap, and it is always 2 busi-

“ ness asset to be able to apnounce to the public that

ouly Europeans are employed.

I grant the force of these two obj;ecti.c:ns 5; I grant |

that both these things make the odds ‘against the
Indian af firs! somewbat serious tq contemplate. On
the other hand, the gain is out of all proportion to the
loss. For the principle is recognised. ‘[he fundamental
basis of human equality, apart from colous, race and
creed is affirmed ; the principle of equal pay for equal.
work. is establisheds - -1 0 v et T :

LR
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Let us further take these two objections and examine
them in detail. ‘It may be true, that the Indian work-
man ¢an live on less than the Earopean,—~but why
should he? Caanot he improve his standard.of living,
in good and wholesome ways,—e.g. by giviog his
children the best possible education etc. ete.?” Fur-
thermore, in the great miajority of cases, the European
workman’s {amily is not s0 tumerous as the Indian
workman's family, so the Indian has to spend more
than the Epropean in that way. Or again, the Indian
may huve to send money back to India,—all these
incalculable elements come in, and it is impossible to
say, one way or the other, whose expenses are really the
greatest. ‘ ’ -

“Secondly, it is #s/ true that the European would he
preferred every time, even now, as things are to-day.
And it may not be true at all in a few years time, when
these racial harshnesses and bitterness have .decreased.
It may be true, that,in a. large shop, the empl.yer

| would at first take advantage and make profit out of the

present dislike to Indian shop assistaots, if he could
always get a European- shop_assistant on equal pay,
but he may find on the other hand that the European
shop assistant (who would be paid equal wages with -
Indian shop assistants) is less efficient, less trustworthy,
less obliging, tess reliable, than the Indian. He may
desire soon to change him lor an Indian and risk losing,
by doing so, a few racially prejudiced customers. The
Indian may show that,in spite of the initial odds
against bim, he is dezfer than the European, ’
Wherever we turn in life, we are certaio to find
hardships, unfairnesses, difficulties, in equalities, We
must not mind these, if we can get down to funda-
mentals. Race prejudices of the present day may be
one of those harshnesses and roughnesses in life which
have to be surmrounted, What Is needed is to refuse to

“admit such race prejudice Wws_an eternal, ultimate

principle, )

What I would point out is this, that in Australia
and New Zealand these very labour difficulties' them-
selves have been overcome and race bitterness among
workmen has died down, This has bzen entirely owing
to the Indian amalgamating his union with that of the
European and agreeing vot to undersell the Eugopean.
The Indian, by sticking to this principle, may bave
found it hard at times at first to get work, but he has
gained in the long run, What is infinitely .more, he
has upheld the honour of his own race ; he has upheld
the priociple of race-equality; he has upheld.dnd
proved workable the fundamental basis ot all labour,
namely, equal pay for equal work. . o

I would urge, therefore, the Indian wotkers in:Durban
not to amalgamate or co-operate with Eurapean workers
on any other basis. “For instance, if an. attemph. is

"made to limit certain jobs, such as foremen’s jobs, to

Europeans, and to allow. Indians to take up only the
inferior jobs, there should be no trifling at all with such
attempts at compromise on a racial basis. For compro-
mises ol this kind can only lead to evil,—evil, that . is
to say, to otk parties, not to the Indian only, .~ ¥

I trust that little by little the amalgamation of Indian,
coloured aad Europesn unions will take place, on the
one secure basis of equal pay for equal work. And if
at some fature date,;the African native is.sufficiently
intelligent to take .up the skilled work as well as the
unskilled, be zlso should be admitted into the skilled .
Workers' Federation on the same non-racial basis of

" equal pay for equal work.

What is needed meanwhile, on the part of Indian
wotkers is to raise their own position as skilled workers
side by side with Europeans ; to avoid underselling of.
labour, éven ‘as’ things are, as much ag possible.: to
endeavour to meet with the léaders ampng the BEuro-
pean workmen as often as possible and never to despair -
about coming to terms with them. Last of allss a
guiding principle the supreme need is to eliminatg.
‘race’ altogether from labour -and make it purely
"human-' - - -
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