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E have pleasure in publishing the followiog
w correspondence, commented upon in our

teading columns last week, between Mr.
Polik and the Department of the Interior :—
13th August 1915
‘I'he Principal Immigration Officer,
The Point, Port Natal,

Sir,—I am informed by Mr. Mohanial Khanderiz,
that upon his passing through Volksrust receotly he ap-
plied tothe Immigration Officer there to be allowed to
pass the education test, stating that he had already done
s0 on three previous occasions, and that he had proceed-
ed to Natal either by passing the test or without moles-
tation, on at least fourteen different occasion, He was
informed by the Immigration Officer, however, that his
instructions (rom you were that there was no longer any
education test as between the Transvaal and Natal. On
arriving in Durbab he informs me that he saw you, ahd
you then, I understand, informed him ia similar terms.
Your attention, however, does not appear to have been
drawn to sub section 2 of section 4 of Act 22 of 1913,
which states that nothing in sub-gsection 1 (a) contained
shall be construed as ennbling a person to be deemed a
prohibited immigrant in Natal if being &t the commence-
ment of this Act lawlully entitled to reside in any
Province, he shows or has shown that he is able to
comply with the requiremeats of section § (a) of Act
No. 3o of 1903 of Natal. Among the requirements of
that section are the ability to pass an education test in
the Huropean language to the satisfaction of the
Minister. Mr. Khanderia had already fulfilled that
requirement on three occasions, and he had acquired
full rights of residence in Natal by virtue thereol, aod
even il he had not, it was still competent for him to
demand to be put 10 the education test.

In view ol the lact that a highly important principle
is involved by your alleged action, implying a breach
on your part, not only of the law, but of the under-
standiog with the Government in regard to the main-
tenance of rights existing at the time ol coming into
force, and also having regard to the fact that within the
pext two or three days, two clients oamed Ladha Singh
Maini, the holder of Education Certificate No. 41 and

Kandhar Singh, the holder ol Education Certificate
No. 61, will be passing through Volksrust on their way
through Natal, I shall be glad it you would immediate-
ly give this matter your consideration with a view to
avoiding the raisiog of & very important question ia
this connection. I beg 10 refer you to paragraph 5 of
Mr. Gorges’ letter to Mr. Gandhi, dated the 3oth June
1914, which I am sending to you under separate cover.
I bave. etc., )
{8d.}) Hy. 8. L PoLax.

) 23rd August, 1915,
From Mr. G. W. Dick, Principal Immigration Officer,
Provioce of Natal, to Mr. Polak :—

“1 duly received your commugication of the 13th

' instant, with reference to the case of Mr. Mohanlal

Manekchand Khanderia, and have now to inform you
that as this case is the subject of correspondence with
the Departmunt of the Interior it would appear desir-
able that I should defer replying to your communi-
cation for a few days.”

z5th August 1915.
From Mr, Polak to The Principal Immigration Officer,

Natal :—

“Jam in receipt of your letter herein of the 23rd
inst., for which I am obliged, and the contents of which
I note, I shall hope to hear further from you so scon
as the correspondence between you and the Depart-
ment of the Interior is concluded. Meanwhile, how-
ever, I would say, that it was at the suggestion of that
Department that I communicated with you direct in
this matter.” ‘ ,

A letter from the Acting Secretary for the Interior
dated the 1st ulto., was addressd to Mr. Polak inform-
ing him that a further communicatico regarding Mr,
Khanderia’s case wou!d be addressed to him, and on
the 4th ulto., the following letter was accordiogly
written :— :

“ In continuation of my letter to you of the rst inst.,
{No. 3/A/274), T have to inform you that, with regard
to Mohanlal Manekchand Khanderia, I have made
enquiries and find that the attitude taken up by this
man made it impossible for the Principal Immigration
Officer to deal with his case satistactorily.”

7th September 1915,

From Mr. Polak to the Acting Secretary for the

Interior :—

“ With reference to your letter No. 2/Af275 of the
4th inst., duly received, it does not appear thai the
poiat raised by me with reference to Mr. M. M. Khan-
deria has been dealt with. The complaiot made to me
is that the Immigration Officer at Volksrust informed
Mr. Khaoderia that his instructions were that the edu-
cation test no longer applied as between the Transvaal
and Natal, and in consequence Mr. Khanderia was
obliged to take out a Temporary or a Visiting Permit,
Mr. Khanderia informed me also that he bad received
the same reply from the Principal Immigration Officer
at Durban. 1 do oot kuow, of course, what transpired
between Mr. Kbanderia and the Principal Immigration

« Officer apart from this, but I know Mr. Khanderia well,

and he gave me this information personally when I was
ie Durban. The point raised by me was that i it be a
fact that Natal Immigration Officers refuse to admit
Transvaal Indians desiriog to pass it, to the education
test, in such case the provisions of section 4 sub-

se_c;ion 2 (a) of Act 22 of 1913, are dot being complied
with, /
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41 will, therelove, enquire whether or not it bendact
thet the Naml Immigmtion Officersrefmse ap admit
Fmnsveal Inilfansito the-eflocation tatt wpon gequest.

 Thapling you (for the cooriesy off a eply tto dhie
point in due counse.” _

- : zoth ‘Septenibar, 1925,
From the Acting Secretary tor Interior to 3ir, Polak:—

« With reference to your letter ot the 7th iostant, 1
have to state that the provisions of sectiong (2) of
Act 22 of 1913, have been carefilly followed by the
Natal Immigration Officers.

Presumably it is realized by you that the educstion
test must be to the personal satisfaction of the Minister
and that applicafions must come before the Minister
pemsonally. _

“ With regard to Mr. Khanderia, T am to state for
your information that whilst be was mqnired to lodge
at Volksrust the deposit and Hee for @:temporary per-
mit, such permit was not issued and the deposit and
fee were returned to him without any deduction when
be called. on the Principal Immigration Officerin con-
pection with his case and wheo it was found that be
bad, under the epealed Act of Natal, secured former
admission to Matal by virtue ot bis :ability to pass the
educational test then prescribed and .applied—a fact
which the officer at Volksrust was not and could not
be aware of and on the question of identity could not
satisfy himsel.”

From Mr. Polak to The Acting Secretary for the

Interior :— ‘ .

23rd September, 1915,

T have ‘the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter No. 4,/A/275 of the 2oth inst., for which I
thank you, and the contents of which I have carefully
noted. I am glad to know that in Mr. Kbanderia's
case the deposit and tee were returned without deduc-
tion by the Principal Immigration Officer at Durban.
I quite appreciate that the Officer at Volksrust would
not ordinarily be able to satisly himselfl as to identity,
but I think that it would possibly save some trouble if
you could let me know, lor public information, what
‘steps should be taken by persons desirous of availing
themselves of the provisions of section 4 (2) of Act 22
of 1913, in order to save themselves trouble and in-
convenience at the border, 1t would also be a ‘matter
of coovenience if a document could be issued to per-
sons who are able to ‘pass the education test to the
satisfaction of the Minister. L should be grateful if
you would be good enough to give this matter con-
sideration, as the question involved may bave to be
dealt with at any time.”

11th October, 1915.
From the Acting Secretary for the Interior to Mr.

Polak :— ‘

« With reference to your letter of the 23rd ultimo,
relative to the steps which should be taken by persons
desirous of availing themselves of the provisions of
section 4 {2) of Act 2z of 1913; in order to save them-
selves trouble and inconvenience at the Natal border,
1 have the honour to inform you that such persons
should preseut themselves to the Immigration Officer
stationed there, and, il they are in possession of their
registration certificates proving that at the commence-
ment of Act 2z of 1913, they were lawiully entitled to
reside io the Transvaal Province, the edueation test
will immediately be applied. 1If such test couforms to
the principles laid down by the Minister of the Interior

vy

there will be no delay or inconvenience to the persor .

conceraed.

« It is regretted that it is not posible to issue any
standing docoment to persons able to pass the educa-
tiop test but you can rest assured that this particuiar
section of*the-Act will be atiministered in 2 sympathetic
marner and that mo hardship is likely to be ex-
perienced.”

—

a2th October, 1415

From Mr. Polak to #he Acting ’

om Mr. P g Secretary fur the

' Lam .in reaeipt ofwour Metter No. 6/A/2
1tth iiost,, Hor wthich 1 am very much -obliged?sln:: :lt::
contents aff which I mote. I obsetve that in the
opinion ofithe Winiteriit ismot possible 1to mwue any
standing document to persons able to pass the educa-
tion test, but I am obliged to you for the assurance
cootained in .the last paragraph of your letter under
nply.‘)

Indians :an.d the Contingent
. Fund

A committee representing the Indian stall-holders
'gnii busbandmen ofithe Indian Market, Dorban, wozk-
ing on:ite own 'independentRines, bas been very active
for some time in collecting subscriptions lor the Over-
seay Contingent Hood. As briefly 1eported in qur last
isgue, it has, so far, collected from the stall-holdem a
sum ol £'v5 7s. 6d. pwhich has been handed to the Town
Clerk, This sum represents the first monthly conwibu.
tion jrom the atalkholders at the Market. A further
collection is being made:from the agricultusist section,
and it is expected—notwithstanding the drought they
are experiencigg—that aifair sum will be forthcoming
trom them. ¥ach man who.was agproacoed not aoly paid
up willingly his quota .in accordance with his means,
but,promised to readily bear his share of the burden so
leng as the war lasts. The Indians doiag business at
the Indian Market have never.been backward in playiog
their part in cocnectionwith any of the (unds that have
been.raised since the commencement of the war, Dur-
ing the collection of the Mayor's War Relief FFund and
the Prince of Wales’ Fund the Indian traders and
farmers were first among the Indian community to take
the initiative, and so collected a substantial sum
amounting to almost £100. At the recent Red Cross
sale in the Town Hall a material portion of the articles
disposed ol came from the Indian Market. )

As an illustration of the enthusiastic spirit in which
contributions are made by the Indians, it may be men-
tioned that even the lndiun women who carry oo a
petty green-grocers’ trade in the market, and whose
eatnings' cannot average more than 6d. per day, willing-
ly conttibutz their proportion towards the funds.

The officials of the Commiltee in charge of the col-
lection of subscriptions are Mcssrs, [Jada Mia ( chair-
man), and Dawley and Lazirus (joint hon. secretaries),
.and they are assisted by Mr. L. Donnelly, superinten-
dent of the Indian Markel, and Mr. Suchitt Mabaraj,
of the market staff,

Indian Subscriptions

The Fivance Committee of the Overseas Contingent
Fund wish to acknowledge, with thanks, the fotlowing
subscriptions, received from the Indian community :—

Indian Community of Umzinto, £25; Indiam
Community of Tongaat, ;{1 14s.; collected by Durban
Indian Committee, .£135 195

Monthly Contributions

The following monthly contributions from Indians
are also acknowledged with thanks :— ‘ :

Collected by Indian Market Committee, £15 75. 6d
Iodian Community of Tongaat, £1 19% gd.

“QOur Day” Indian Collections

In connection with the Trafalgar Day collections in
Durban, in aid of sick and wounded soldiers, the mem-
bers of the Overseas Contingent -Fund Indian Com-
mittee. were mat slow in responding to the Mayor's
appeal for co-opevation with: the resulty that. Memars.
Parsee Rustomjee; V. Lawrence, L. Gabriel, G. D
Hapsraj, H. 1. Joshi, Rampersad Mamj, B. &. Magraj,
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C. Bordnan, G. ard 3. Hoosen, Chunden, [). Vinden,
Sorsbje: ard A, Chisopber, and the Misses Grace:
Somarundrum, A. and M. Abrstm, M. David and
Mrs. § jeevananthum were sbout Durban from ea_rly
in the morming, button holing 1heir countrymen, "l he
Mayor, graciousty calling at Mr, Parsee Rusiomjor's,
was the first to fall & wictim—the girls assisting 1n the
sales beseging him.  This was a good beginning,
Indigns evinced a great deal of spcplaneily in doing
their *little bit " : & substantial sum was netted at the
conclusion. of the .sales. Ipdians wers also buttos.
holed by Kuropeans eelling in the main and other
strcets : some ol them even iovadiog the Indian Mar-
ket and shops, Mr. Rastomjee, with his urual generosity,
entertsined the workers throughcut the dayi

The WNatal Memwury mentions that Mr. Parses
Rustomjse brought in £ 30, and Mry. Smith, betweerr
Umgens snd Mount Edgecombe, collected oves £4
from Indians. My, Dawad Mahcmed and a small com-
tuittee were revponsibie for & sum of over £ 0.

The Indians of South Coast Junetion did their bit
nobly, swyw tho Herury, £1 153. 6d. being bandedimby
tha sirdar of tha Bouth. Alrican Refineries, sx. collected
for the sale of button-holes to his compatriots. The
[netiun storekespers. responded’ willingly to the lndies*
appeal: * Buy some flowers to help our wounded
suldiers.”

IOOOQOCTA OO GO0

From the Editor’'s Chair

ORI MO IOIOOOOOOC X

AN IMPROPER DISTINCTION

We protested strongly, in a recent issue, ageinst the
unimir distinclion made sgatnst Indiap volunteers de-
sirous ul joining tha Besyer Company; lor which recruite
are now being called far, on the ground that Indien

volunteers shonld be recruited on the same terms as -

recruits of European descent. Force is lent to our
argument by the fact that the conditions published for
tecruitment.of the Coloured Baualion prvide that the
Coloured volunteers are to receive the Imperial rate of
pay; in other words, they are to be treated on the same
basis as European maruits from South. Alrica, although
cven they are descriminated againat when it comes. to
n question of pensions:for partiel or total disablement,
We tecl more and mare that sn injustice is being dane
to the South African Indian community. We know
that muny would willingly join the Bearer Company
pravided they were given equal trealment with. Euro-
peans, but in existing conditions they leel it a point of
honour 1o relrain trom offering their services, We must
zccund them our utmost sympathy, and trust that even.
ot the eleventh hour, the authorities will find that, with
all their willingness, the class of recruits that are at
present volunteering their services, could be much im-
proved, with credit alike to themselves and to South
Alrica, if ordinaty even-handed justice be dealt out to
the Indian community in this matter, '

Capetown, Oct. 25 (Reuter)—At a meeting of the

Madrs Indian community ot Capetown was passed a
resolution recording horror at the dastardly act of the
Germans and their. sllies in esecuting Miss Cavel, in

defiance of' huinanity and its laws, aod further de- :

Dosnoing their. brnal disregatd. of' jurtice and. respect
towards (iod. The resolution also urged all brother
Hindus, us well as Mahomedans, to put their loyalty in-
1o practioe by jointog the fighting fovces in answerto
the icing's coessege-to bis people: . ing zuthos
rised the secretasy to. forwsed the resalution to the
Home Secretary, for transmission to the family of the
late Miss Cawell. The meetiog terminated with cheers
for the Britisb Ruaj, and with the usual pragers. for the
success of Britisi arms,

Cape Coloured Regiment

Pretoria, Oct. 21 (Reuter).—The following has been
cfficially communicated to the Press by thz Defence
Headquasters :—The Infaniry Battalion of Cape Cols
oured men for Imperial service in East Mnc_n.—One
infantry battalion of four companies, officered by Euro-
peans, is to be recruited by what is known as the Cape
Coloured community, and will be called the Cape
Corps. For this regiment men are now wanted, but
applicationy will only be accepted from. single men
without dependeats of any deseription, and who.comply.
with the {ollowing condirions. of service :—The.ecgage-
ment as au [mpenial soldier under the Army, Act for the
period of the war, and lor six mopths after the termin-
ation cl.the. war should. services 30 long be required, or
until legally discharged, (s) Psy st Imperal Army
rates. (3) Pensions and gratuities as for the West In-
dian Imperial Segvice Contingent. The scale-of disable-
meat peusions is appended. (4) Height minimum,
5ft. 3in.  (5) Chest measurement minimum 13} inches.
(6) Age from 20 to 30 years, both.indusive. (7) Medi-
cal examioation: There will be two medical examine
ations—(a) on provisional enrolment; (b) on final
steestation wt the mobilisation' Camp- at. Simonstown.
1t is expected, in regard to-the mea enrolled at Cape-
tawn, owing ta the proximity of the Mobilisation Camp,
it will suffice- to-prcoeed at ance to the final medical
examinations  District stafi officers. and other officers
concerned have been especially asked:ta-see that only
memwhe. are physicaliy 6t in every wayare rcrtited,
and that every care is'taken so that men wha pass: the:
first examination ame not likelp to be rejected on medi-
cal grounds lateron. . . . . District staff officers
and magistrates bave been. instructed to issue: likely
applicants with. railway warrante to the nearest recruit-
ing. cantre; and: to recruits provisionally enrolled milway
warrants to Simonsiown, where, when. necessary, an
allowance of rs..6d. per diem to cover tire duration of
the railway journey may be given in-lieu. oftrations:.

Bensions igr injuries, &c., received whilst on service
ara i~Partigd disablement above the rank of corporal,
18/ to 38, per diem ; carporals, gd. to-as. ; privates, 6d.
to 1s. 6d. Total disablement dbove rank of corporal,
23, 6d. to 39, 6d. per diem; corporals, 2s.to 3s. per
diem'; privates, 15. 6d. to 2s. 6d. :

Capetowo, Oct. 35 (Reuter).—Recruiting opened to-
day for the Cape Coloured Corps. Only single men.
without dependents will be accepted. So great was the
rush whean the doors were thrown open that barricades
had to be erected, and a squad of police requisitiooed
to keep the enlrances passable. By noon abeut zo0, a
large percentage of whom had seen service in the Boer

- and German-West campaigns, had presented themselves.

Lieut.-Ccl. G. A. Morris is to command the battalion,
with Msjor Hoy, who came to Scuth Airica with the
Cenadian  Dragoans, second in command ; and Capt.
Cunaingbam, late of the Native Affairs Department of
the Transvaal, adjutant.

Training will be carried out at Simorstewn, Non-
commuissioned cfficers will be drawn from the ranks.

Capetown, Oct. 25 (Reuter).—O! the Coloured men
who presented themselves for enlistment this morning,
over & hundred were handed over to the medical auth-
orities, but of that number anly 3 small percentage
succeeded in satislying ihe requirements, the chiet
reason lor rejection being under-development in the
chest anq under-beight

A meetiog ot-Colcured mien was'held on the Parade.
later in the warving, when, it is understood, the ques-
tion of separation allowance was discussed and freely
cormmented’ ﬂgn. Az a result, there was a noticeable
slackening off, only a few men subsequentls enti
themseives 2t the recruiting ¢ fice uestly presenting

A totul of 33 were enlisted during the day, acd dep
patched to Simonstown, '
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News in Brief

By way of-thapksgiving at the birth of a gon to him,
Mr. C. Appavoo, of De Aar, Cape Province, sent £1
to us with instructions to use it for the benefit of school
children. We handed the amount to the Secretary of
the School Committee, Hindu Tamil Iostitute, Durban,
to be used as the Commiittee decides.

Mr, Merriman, in returoing thanks for his election
as member for Stellenbosch, declared that the coloured
electors, by their votes, had done more good to them-
sclves than they realised. They had justified their
right to the franchise. They had shown they could
not be bought nor misled.—

At a mecting at Potchelstroom at which General
Botha spaoke, the Premier pointed out that a coloured
contingent would go to Germao East, where the Ger-
mans used coloured troops, but there wus ro question
of giving the culoured men the franchise or any further
rights, As a matter of fact, the coloured men already
had a vote in the Cape, but there was oo question of
cxtending this franchise,

The tenth apniversary celebration of the Hindu
Young Men's Association was held in the Association
Hall, Maritzburg, on Sunday, the rjth inst. In the
caurse of his presidential speech, Mr. R. N. Moodley
said that the opening of 2 Tamil School in their midst
was of great importance, because no nation was respect-
ed which had no love for its literature. It was more
than eight years since the school was opened, and the
resulis, from the pointof view of elementary education,
had been satistactory. There were 130 children study-
ing in the school now, and religious instruction was
being given, It was hoped that whep sufficient funds
were available to bring out Indian teachers from
India, thcy would then be able to give higher edu-
cation, The Association prorerty, however, was still
in debt, and be appealed to all to assist by donations
so that the debt might be paid o, He expressed his
thanks to friends and sympathisers in Maritzburg,
Durban, and elsewhere, for having assisted with mopey
to a great extent in the purchase of the property.

Capetown, Qct. 25 (Reuter)—After an animated
debate the Dutch Reformed Church Synod to-day
adopled, by 183 lo 22, a motion that the Synocd, being
convinced of the evil consequences of marriages be-
tween white and coloured, urges the different Kerke-
raads to do their utmost to prevent such marriages ;
“further, that a Committee be appointed to approach
the Government to bring io legislation on the subject.
An amendment that a white person’ marrying a colour-
ed spouse should be regarded as coloured by the
Church was withdrawo.

London, QOct, 20 —Mr. Austen Chamberlain, Secre-
tary of State for India, amid enthusiastic applause, read
long lists of additional officers and men giving services
from India. He said that a vast number of giits had
been made by the princes and people of India; indeed,
the princes had made munificent gifts cobtinuously
during the war. They also had striking proof of the
friendship of the Amcer of Afghanistan. The House
would see in these gifts conclusive evidence of the un-
shaken solidarity of the princes and people of India in
tlllw defence of the vital principles of the Empire.—

enter.

Sioce the first cootingent of the Bengal Volunteer
Field Ambulance Corps left Calcutta for the (ront, over
seven hundred fresh applications for enlistment (says
India) have been received by Dr. S, P. Sarbadhicari,
Joint Honorary Secretary, Most of the applicants
express their willingoess to do without pay, so long as
they can go into training at opce. The question as to
whether this number of men shall be employed for
active gservice is under consideration,
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Jrdian Opinion
NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

The pew subscription rates for the Unioo of South
Africa will be 53. 6d. per annum, post iree. Elsewhere
the subscription with postage will be 63. 6d, Unless
otherwise notified we shall extend the lime of present
subscriptions according to the period still to run and
notify subscribers in the usual way belore the sub-
scription expires, We shall be glad il subscribers will
kindly accept this notification without a personal oote
being sent to them, Single copy 1d. By post 14d.
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