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INDIANS AND THE CONTINGENT FUND

MEETING of Incians was held on the 6ih
H instant in the Durbap Town Hall, to decide
what they could do as regards the Ovcrseas
Contingent Fund. The Mayor (Councillor J. H. Nicol-
son) presided, and there were also present: Sepator
thu Hon, Mr, Marshall Campbell, Messrs, Parsee
Rustomjee, Duwad Mahomed, Omur Hajee Amod
Jhaveri, E. M. Paruk, Abdool Hay & Amod, Hoosen
Cussim, 8. P, Mahomed, M, C. Angliz, A, M. Shaik,
M. H Ismuil, § P. Butler, M. 5, Rupdatee, L. Gabriel,
Motala, and M, H. Cassim.

The Mayor expressed his appreciation of the pre-
sence of the leaders of the Indian community of Dur-
ban st a meeting with such an object as the present
one, and paid a tribute to the value of their assistance.
He referred to the part their compatriots were playing
oo the fields of Flaodrrs, where their brilliance had
earned the respect ol all.  South Aflrica, he said, had
been perhaps & little slow in sending lorward a contin-
gUNnt to ussist the other reproocntativee of the Empire,
hut the Government had been much handicapped by

the rebellion and the other troubles of late in South |

Alrica. However, a contingent was now on the way
to Europe, and he was pleased to see that Indian bearer
companies were being formed, In a crisis like the
present, when the Empire, of which they were all so
proud—-and nonoe mure proud then the Indian—was
fighting tor liberty, it behoved every man to do his
share ; if he was too old or uefit to carry a rifle and
take his part in the trenches, he must help to pay for
the dependents of those who were in the fighting line,
giviog their sll tor the Empire. The Governor-General
had formed a fund for the reliet of the dependents of
meo in the Suuth African Contingent, and the Durban
Committee had undertaken to collect a sum ol £60,000
within a period of 12 months. The Indian community
were oot to think that because they had not been
approached belore the present date they had been over-
looked, or that their assistance was not wanted. He
(the Mayor) knew that they were willing and anxious to
bear their past ol the burden, and had taken the first
opportunity of meeting them, with a view to carryiog out
30 organised collection among the Indian community.
He su;gested that they form committees amang them-
selves for the collection of funds, and trom each of
these committees nominate two memb:rs to form a
geoeral committee, which would meet regularly with
Scoator the Hoo, Mr. Marshall Campbell and report
progress and generally cooter. Much of the money
that was being subscribed at present was by means of
monthly subscriptions both from firms and from en-
ployes, and the Mayor comm:nded this method to
their consideration. However, it was left entirely to
themselvs to make the best arrangements for subscrip-
tions, either by means of monthly sums or lump dooa-
tions.

_Senator the Hoo. Mr. Marshall Campbell expressed
his pleasure at mecting the leaders of the Indian com-

munity. He knew from his own experience, and irom
observations which he bad been in a good position to
make, that the Indiao rice was second to none in its
response to the call of charty, and he was confident
that the presect appeal lor fuxds would be cordially
received. He placed his services unreservedly at the
disposal of the Indian community in this matter, both
for the active collection of funds and any other ways
in which he could be of assistance. Later on, he sug-
gested, it might be possible to enlist the aid of even
the Indians on the sugar estates. He would take care
to keep the Governor General regularly advised of the
progress of the fund amongst the Indian community,
so that his Excellency would be in a position to appre-
ciate how well the Indians were doing their part, -

The Mayor read letters from Messrs. Rustomjee
and O. H A. Jhaveri promising their cordial support,
and forwarding cheques towards the fund. :

Mr. Dawad Mahumed, on behalf ot those present,
expressed theit appieciatlon of the Majors action in
inviling their co-operation, and expressed their will-
ingness to assist in every way possible.

Mr. Paisee Rustomjee alse promised his heartiest
support, and expressed his preparedness lo assist in 1the
canvassiog of the Indian community, For this purpose
he suggested to the Mayor the desirability of the
Indian visitors beiog aeccompanied by members of the
European Committee, snd Senator the Hon. Mr,
Marshail Campbell undertook to accompany in the
manner suggested any canvass of the Indian community,

Mr. Hoosen Cassim agreed that the suggestion to
form comumittees was an excellent ooe, and the follow-
ing committee was formed :—

Mahomedan Merchants’ Committee : Messrs. Dawad
Mahomed (chairman and cooveper), M. H, Cassim,
E. M. Paruk, Abdool Guffer, S. P, Mahomed, M. C.
Apglia, M. Coovadia, M. S. Rapndaree, and A. M.
Shaik.

Natal Indian Association.—Mr, L. Gabriel and Mr,
O. H. A. Jhaveri undertook to form a committee
which would reach all section of the Indian community
not touched by the Merchants’ Committee, with Mr.
Jhaveri as chairman and convener. ;

. _-A meeting of the representatives of the Hindu com-

munity will be held to-murrow (Friday) at 12 noon to
organise the collection of subscriptions amongst the
Hiodu community.—Nafal Mercury,

Another Meeting

A meeting of all sections of the Indian community,
with the exception of the M.homedans, was held in the
Town Hall op Friday morning, for the purpose of rais-
ing funds from the Indian people for the Governor-
General’s Fund. The Mayor presided, and there was
a large attendance, '

His Worship explained the position, 1epeating the
remarks he bad made to the Mahomedan merchants
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upon the same queation. He peinted out that the best

thing toxdo would be to appaint a Commiltee, irespeo-

tive Of mwcemull- oreed, snd dhen- thayamild appoint

thair own sub-Cormnittess tomake heir swaogemens.

1napoglesisn, e saifl be waw sum thit they wodld be -
shiletto wayuhat ibeiDuiban Indians were lowdl, and:
woukl do their best i the imweress ofabe Bmpire.

Mr. Parsee Rustomjee saill” tha1 those present repre-
sentcd the working classes of the Indiams, and he
knew that they would do their best. Those metn who
gave a sixpenseor 3 shillmpg o month wouikd .dv o0
gladly, for they felt that they were doing as much, if

Replying to Mr . Mocdiey, the Mayor said that
when the War Rehiel Fund wa3 started ithere wasmo ?
contemplation of the formation of ap Indian Bearer |
Company, and he could not say whether the funds
collected would be devoted 1o the reliel of the depen.
dents of these mien.  Fhe nhougin it wenll guily e
{air that-stch showld beqand he-weull certidly m’ke
representations to that effect.

‘The Hon. Marshall Compbell ulso expressed the
opinion that these would 'be #o vbjection to a -portior
ol the fmds being devoted to the indian Bearer Com-
piny’s dependents.

A mewmber ol the audience said that the scheme
should be run in connection wi(h the Nuatal Indian
Assoctation.

‘The, Mayor replied that he.did not want. the scheme.
to have aoy individual distinetion whatever. IHe did
nat want to bave apything 40.do with the Natal Indian
Assotiation, or apy ather budy, but the ectnmittee muat
_ be selected from the representatives of the indian com-
munity presept. He took it ahat all present were quits
agreeable to-help, And he therefore ask. 4 them Jo nomi-
fatea comnmittee:

A Committee was then elected, and Mr. Pargee

Rustomjee was appoinwed chairman; and Mdsers.
Lawrence and Bhatt icint secretaries :
. The following were also elected members: Messs.
Jack Mocdley, R. K. Pather, . 8. Aiyar, Dehaloo,
Bodha Singh, A. D.okan, Buldeo Singh, R. Bhugwan,
L. Gabriel, R. B. Chutty, C. V. Pillay, (r. D. Hansraj,
P. V. Banghavee, N, Jugjivan, Bhana Parshotam, S. N.
Jrvanjee, B. A, Mugrajh, Lutchman Panday, M. B,
Nuiik, Talwant Singh, A. B. Paul, Rev. Koil Pillaj,
A. G Tipnis, R. K, Naidoo, M. C. Naidoo, G. D.
Lalla, H. I Joshi, J. B, Mehts, Mackanjee, C, B.
Desai, A. Christopher.

Replying to Mr. F. M. Lazarus, the Mayor said - he
thomsght it best for the Cowmmittee that had been.ap-
pointed at the Indian Market to.collect subscriptions
from Jodians-using the market, to remmin, and not be
raerged into the Committee just appointed.

Belore the mueeting closed) 2'vote of contivlence was
passed o the Mayor.on the occasion of the secemt
death of his mather, The Mayor expressed his thanks,
and added he wias sure that the Copmnittee sould.be
very suecessful in raising fonds.—Natad Adperiiser,

.

Meeting of Indian €Committee

A meeting was beld at Mr. Rustomjee’s premises on
Monday night when the [ollc wing names were added to
the Indian’ Committee : Messrs. Bryan Gabriel, J. M,
Lazarus, Ravji Bhoola, M. H. Desai, Samji Duvshi,
Khimjce Dhayaljre, Rammee Bhrka, Khoosal Bhugga,
G. Ramchand, Dava Kaovarjee, [ lmckersi Damodhar,
Kara Devraj, V. D. Mehta, Vanmaree Morar, R. S. G.
Pather, 8. K. Pattter, V. S. C. Pather; M- 8. Naidoo,
M. P. Pather, T, V. Pather, A. A. Pillay, P. G. Payne,
V. M. Pillay, C. T. Poenather, T. M. Naicker, and
G. B. Chetiy.

M;,l‘nh(;z1 Comtgittee t;?;:décided to hold meetings every
y, at & p.w. , &t Mz, Rustomje’s prenimes
110 Field Sln:gt. ) P e w '

Notes.

A strong protest was ‘made ‘by Mr. Rustomjee, sup-
portedtby Messm. Daiwall Maboruad amd E. M. Paruk,
agaipst dorming m meparkte Mabemedan merchants’
committee, but, 3 the supporters of the separate com-
m.ttee wxpressed B awogidesire o lawour, the Mayor
and Mr. MarshdR ‘Campb:1l put ttheir weight in the
scale and the proposition was carried.

When it was announced that 2 meeting of Hiodus
wotld benid on Priday o brm a:seperat: committee,
it came as a disagreeable surprise to the majority of
fhe Hindus; and belore (he meefing Tormally com-
mancdd, adisonssion tosk pleceand i was wisely -de.
cided that there should be no Hindu Commitiee but
oue ‘that shonll entbrace +H -sections, .

The.promoters of the Fund.have expressed the.desire
that donstions shodd dake #he’torm of manthjy sub-
scriptions rather than Tump syms. ’
. Anyone desmous-of sending donatiams by p- st should
make cheques payable to.the Overseas Contingent Fund
ad forward same 1o the chairman of onerot thecom.
mittees, Maney shauid not be handed to asyone -but
the.recogrised officials.

-Senator- Marsball Campbell was in. Maritzburg the
other.day.in .connection with the establishment of am
Indian branch of the .Overseas Contingent Fund.

The Chaisman' of the Indian Commitiee’ ol the
South Alfrican Contingent Fund, sccompanisd by
Senator Marshall Campbell and bpthers, commenced:
making eolleciions in- Durban en Tuesday altesnoon.

We understand that the ladian Market Comaiittes
have already commeunted -collecting and the ‘moothly
subscriptions promised amount \b a considerable sum,

:Questions are baiog asked In Dwban why the
Borougb Matket should not followithe example of the
Indizn siadl-holderz and farmers and reise' a fund.:
The Indian Market has 'dlrexdy muige a'very large sum
of monty I conpedtion with the war xnd it is well-
known that kndinng wewe very large:coatributorsito the
Rod-Cross Auction, beld inthe Town Hall recently.

Toterviewed in Durban on Weduoesbay, Capt Duming
said mo provision would be made for the dependents
of thoae joining the Indian Bearer Campany, but it is
hoped that the’ men will be allowed to partivipate in the
fund being mised o heip the dependents of those
serving owersea. ' :

Dr. Da'd_a—{hai’s Thanks

We have received the loflowing latter from Dr. [lada+
bhai MNaozoji :—

I have beenr overwbelmed with cengratulatioas and
good wishes from friends and admisers, ip various parts,
and T tdke this opportunity to thaok them most bearti-
ly, a3 also all the numerous public bodies: who held
congratulitosy meetings io Bombay, Calcotta, Madeas
and -other ceptres, in copnection with my gist birth-
day.

ETitnes are critical and it behoves every unit-of the
vast populationmunder British zole in India te give
every Jogal assistaoce in-order that viclory, to-the.aims

" of the Allies who are fightiog -tbe battle of (rcedom and

io the cause of humanily, may be assured at an early

" date.

* England by ber undaunted. caurage aad ubnity of

| acliom bae maiotaiced her place among. the Bations,

and has set an example to the world, and all Indiw
must {eel, ax I' do feel, intense aatisfaction dor her uliti-

. mate sucoess imthe near Lxture.”
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OVEKSEAS CONYINGBNT HUNB
‘W are pleased to note that the Indians of Durban

have resporded tothe invition given by the Mayor

ta contribute Lo the Overseas Contingeat Fund andiwe
coport elsewhene meetings held during the week at which
agangements were. made to collect from all sectiame
ol the comiumity. It is but fittirg that we, as a.¢- m-
nunity clajmigg rights a8 British cit'zens, should eo-
-operate with other ritizens af the Rmpire -in collecting
junds for the relict of the families of those who have
placad theic lives ut the disposal af dheir King and
countzry. We are yut dispesed to haggle aves whether
thn dependents of those joining the Fidics Bearer
Company should receivezelief out of this lupd.  All we
wish to sy i, if R caore about tiat they wese denied
such relicf, such treatment woald be shabby beyond
words, Wizbase the. ssmumnce of the Beon Marshall
Canipbell that there mauld ba 0o ebjection to a portion
of the fund baing used {.r that purpese, and we have
sufficant fith is. the Brtish, chiwacter to believe that
others will think the same. Whilst the abject. lox wh'ch
the meetings were called is altogetber worthy, it isa
pity that there should bave Leen allowed to creep in
any diflerence of sect or religion. A merchanty’ com-
mittee, just as a chamber of commerce commitiee or a
cemit deslers' pesocistion committes;, we can under
stand, bwit o, Jbidornvedam. meeschanty’ commivee iv en
tirely a diflerent matter.  We underatand that a protext
was made but it praved.of wo aradl.  The Mayor and
Mr. Marshall Campbell, of course, had one object in
viaw, aod 1hat was:tor colleet a8 moch. moncy as pessi-
bie, and if they agraed to & Mohomedan Gomunitiee it
was with the idea of uttaining their object, and perhaps
they thought that a division of that kind wculd be
brenclieial rom » finsreial .point  f view.  Bub the re-
gutation « hhe lodian Community is ii-jured by such a
division and we must express our disappointment.
Fhen there was another cummittee lormed which is
mippased 10 represcat the rest of the Imdian Com-
wunity. It should represent, of ccurse, Mahomedans
who are.not m« rchants bug, in gaing casefolly through
the list of nrmea we have-not been able to discover a
single Mahomecan name. For this we do not biame
Mahomedans. We knew that amongst the names are
some who reside at Stanger and Uoempe These
nimes were put on the list, we leel sure, without con-
saltation,  1f oo Mabom: dans aitended vhe meeting at
the Town Hall po. Kriday or at the gpecting at Mr.
Parsee  Rustomjee’s place on Monday, it was the
duty of those presest to ocminate members of the
Mebomedan com munity and thus show that they were
consistent 1n protesting -ageinst a Mahomedan com-
mittee being formud.  We hope thatfor next Monday’s
mechng of the cocmmitter Mzhomedans: will recerse
laviatans and that they and, ahers will be cunineted
83 members and their co-operatian enlisted. We do
wot offer these comments v awy: sense of carpimg
rUH m—dar. from it—but wefeel it wor du.yito point
out where p.istakes have been made so that they may
808 coeur in A,
=

“What ¥ want 1o age in. Sowh Aftixe is) e, white
mar-maintaining the serdard ot bving ta.whiek- he is
accustomed, and the coloured man grathally improving
bis standard.”-- Mr: [pgger. Y

The ‘Cape Colounsed Corps

Amxamgemsents ase progressing eatishactorily. with: re-
gard to-the lormation of the absve named‘Coxpy {moys
A P:0) Reoruiting, however;, will oot beginr oot

| towgeds the-end of he: wmonth. Ouve- thing, hewever,

has deenr definitely: ducided; namely; that the mea will
all be sent to Cape Towa and be trained! at Simonstown,

We understand vhab the men wiil be: placed upon the
same footing as Imperial soldicrs. That means that
they will be placod:cm «xily tber sawre (ooling as the
white South African contingents. In the case of the
Cape: Corps, howmaver; gone but.men without depen-
dents wild be seervited; tar the: present contingant.

‘Whes it in [Duod- necespary tamecmit on & lseges
scale, theothe quesiiomali allowances. @ Jependents
will secevve the tame considenstic nraa haa boep: extandy
¢d to gthess ion e koepemak service. o

All eommissioned « (beens, :we: laaen; ace 1o be Eung-
peans, and nencommissiened officers.Colaumed. -One
of the first: ta apply ior & pasition as a nen-CoOMMESHD-
«d officer, is Mr. Heeger, of Wynberg, who gave up his
position as teacher at the Berlin Mission School in
order to take up rhe appointment. Mr Heegor has
st a-verp goed exampie, which we think will be toliow-
edby many others.

Severa¥ more-nomecommissioned cllicers are-raquired
and we shail be glad: if hose desirous of taking upa
position would apply to. Dr. Avdurahmasw.

We trust that when the reeruiting beging there- wilf .
be ve lack of applieants.

Lord Carmichaet on the Tn_re

The Goweront cf Bengal meently laid the. founds
atioustane of the new buiiding of the Calcutta, Unives.
sity Lnstuate, which for twenty pears past has baep de-

ing excellent werk amoag the suydent commuoity. In
tbc coursc of bia addicar, Lwsd Carmichact caploasied

his {aith in the greatness of the Indian fature, a great-
ness that could oniy be secured if - British and  Fodiap
learced to koow and appn.ciate each other. His Ex-
cetlency continued ;—

We must siudy the history and the wopdi riut Iite-
rature ol-India, and.we must study the history of Eng-
Iand and the history ol the British Empire. In this
way-we shall, I hepe, sttainr to a tree sympathy with
each orher, based o 3 common fecling and the result
ot accurate knowledge. Qur two races, Brivish acd
Indinn, have been brought together, we trust, in the
providence ot God for some wise purpose, but it is enly
by the perfect understanding of .each other that we
can make oursglres Bt instrument to carry omt that
purpote. [ ho,e this fstitution wilt be 2 powerfol
force in belpirg us to attain a sympathy [ree from any
idea ol tolerance, iree tram any leeling of cordeseen-
sion, & sympathy which denotes wnity of leeling fcund
ed ona perlect knowledge ok eech other, and which
will Jead lo.a wider cuneeplion ol the mqtheslapd,
widex than the land ok the seven gvers, wider than the
kodia we knew: to-day—a Motherhind a8 .wide as the
Buitwb Bmpire itell I we can only altain tp thay
maost of the causex of (rictiom belween cux races will
he-gane. There wilkbe no guestion. then as <a the
e ;meaving of “Swari}” Thew will be byt oge
laeling, that 3l must be lee avd cqual citizens of one
great Bmpice, whose: aim aod. objeet is ta i pach inr
dridual g do his hest (et the bemeSt obhis fellos-
cit ::85. NQ doubt we: are lar from: that ideal, but we
must always keep-it bedure us of we are eves W atsin tn
1, me must prepam quoives by pun education. o 3pr
preciste ihe goal. 1AL thin moment, maoy of ous felloy-
Fweng ate fighiing danall thatthe idgal ok the; [ mpine

. veany fe-thess . Qur i uehts are spldony 128 faoyw our

lives for what we hold des, .} heliewe thexoare Liund-
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reds here who would gladly follow their cxample if on-
ly they could be called on to do so. But if the sup-
reme sacrifice is denied to us, we can at least try to do
what does lie to bhand, so 1hat, whatever the future
may bring forth, Bengal will be ready for it, and her
sons may feel they have taken their share in helping
the Empire to attain the noble ideal which I trust they
will set before themselves.—Zndia.

News in Bl;lef

We were informed last week that a mobilisation
camp for the Indian Bearer Company had been formed
at Staraford Hill, under the charge of Capt. Dunning,
late Deputy Protector of Indian Immigrants, but, on
engniries in Durban amongst Indians, we were unable

Jto ﬁn1 anyone who knew where the camp was situated.
We also understand that some who previously® gave
their names as being willing to enlist, have now-decid-
ed not to do so under the conditions offered.

The tenth anniversary celebration of the Hindu
Young Men’s Association will take place at Maritzburg
at No., 548, Church Street, on Sunday, the 17th inst.,
at 10 a.m. It is expected that delegates from all over
Natal will attend tbe "anniversary celebration. The
secretaries issue a cordial invitation to all to attend. In
the evening from 8 p.m. the pupils of the Tamil School
will stage a dramatical play called * Chandrahasa”;
and the proceeds whereof will be applied in payment
of the purchase price of the new building, which the
Association recently bought.

We read in the Indian papers that a meetiog of the
Pariahs held at Madras presented an address to Mr.
Srinivasan, sometime Editcr of a “Pariah” paper, in
gratitude to the work he had dooe for them, on the eve
of his leaving for South Africa where he holds an ap-
pointment under the Union Government.

About 180 Indian students, drawn from the univer-
sities and colleges of the United Kingdom, are doing
service (says Jndra) as members of the Indian Volunteer
Ambulance Corps in Indian hospitals or on hospital
ships as doctors, dressers, interpreters, etc. Those
who have qualified as doctors are given commissions
in the Indian Medical Service; and four of them
are now in France. Three Indians are seiving in
France as interpreters on hospital trains for wound-
ed Indian soldiers. Mr. Paresh Lal Roy, of Cam-

bridge, son of Mr. P. L. Roy, of Calcutta, is in the
Honourable Artillery Company as a private, and has
been in action several times. Mr. A, S. Ramalingam,
B.Sc., is a private ip the Royal Fusiliers; and Mr. N.
S. Padamjee, of Cambridge, a private in the Middlesex
Regiment. Other Indian students have join:d the
ranks of the Territorials and the new armies.

Further notable war gifts by Tudian Princes are ao-
pounced. The Gaekwar of Baroda makes the muni-
ficent donation of five lakhs ot rupees (over £33,000)
for aeroplanes. The Mahar:ja Sindia of Gwalior has
given, through the Viceroy, £6,000 to the Ministry of

Munitions for expenditure in such manner as Mr. Lioyd |

George may think most useful. The Maharaja of
Kotah, who.has given one lakh of rupees ( £6,666 ) to
the War Fund, and 25,000 rupees (.£1,666) frcm his
private purse for the comforts of the 42nd Deoli Regi-
ment, of which he is honorary officer; the Raja ol
Dewas has given ;£1,000, the Council of Regeacy of
the Babawalpur Durbar, £71,666, the Kalsia Durbar
£1,300 for the purchase of motor ambulances, the
Maharaj Rana of Dholpur a go-horse-power F.LAT.
motor-car, the Mir of Khairpur a military aeroplane,
and the Maharaja of Hill Tipperah a motor launch for
use in Mesopotamia.—7nda, SRR
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Jrmdian Opinton
NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

The new subscription rates for the Union of South
Africa will be 5s. 6d. per annum, post free, Elsewhere
the subscription with pcstage will be 6s5. 6d. Upless
otherwise notified we shall extend the time of present
subscriptions accordirg to the period still to run and
notify subscribers in the usual way belore the sub-
scription expires. We shall be glad if subscribers will
kindly zccept this nctification without a personal note
being sent to them. Single copy 1d. By post 14d.
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