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(AN INDENTURED MAN'S CAREER

HIS is the story told to us by one Munusamy, a
P[r pour, broken-down specimen of bumanity, who
was without hope in the world, and whose only
remaining desire was to be able to die ip India: Iam
8 oative of Arcot in Madras Presidency. ! was married
und lived with my people. Owing to a succeseion of
querrels, 1 lett my hume and went to ap emigration
recruiting agent and eventually sriled for Nutal. On
srrival 1 was taken to Stanger where 1 werked for seven
months. I do not know the name of my employer, but he
was known as ' Fishan,” (meaning short 1n the Native
language). He " sold ” me and others to * Loang Oge”
coterio (estate) where we stayed a wek and were again
“40ld " to Thompson coterie. Here I finished my first
term of indenture. [ then re-indentured to * Symbelln "
where I completed two teross of two years each. I saved
A 23 during the first five years and L9 in the pext
lour years.  This is how the money went: I lent £10
ond a furthir £ 15 to a man who afterwards became in-
solvent ; Lo 1 lent to anuther Indian larmer who was
in d'Mcultics—he went away, I was told, to Zululand ;
wnd L12 I lent to another man who disappeared. No-
one paid me anythiog. Out ol £51 saved during these
pine years there remained with me only £4. 1 decided
that I would go to India and, with that object in vicw,
I went to the Depdt 2t Durban. Whilst there I re-
indentured to *“ some European " at Rosetta. 1 'stayed
there 2 mooth and then, as my muster could speak only
English and I could not, he sent me back to the person
who engaged nie in Durban. I was then sent to a bouse
oo the Berea where 1 did garden and house work. After
ooe month my eye became bad and my master gave me
some papers and L1 2s. wages and told me to go to
the Depdt. The interpreter told me that my niaster
said that they could " sell ” me to a sugar planter. I
was sent to Mount Edgecombe whence I was taken to
Milkwood Kmal. There I finished my two years, Four
mooths belore completing my indenture I married a
girl pamed Kullamma, daughter of one Ragavan, of
Newlands. The marriage was registered at the Protect.
ora uffice before the ceremony ook place, I spent £ 30
part of which 1 borrowed, on the marrisge. My wile
lived with me for one week and afterwards for a few
days, when she finally deserted me. I spent L1 103,
which 1 borrowed, in trying to get back my wife, but 1
was unsuccessiul, I was then lelt alone. After the
two years was ended I re-indentured for & further term
of two years. Then, as I was very sick and my bealth
bad become gradually worse, I leit the place, Siuce
then 1 have worked for about .eleven months, on and
off, at Ottawa, but now I cannot work owiog to chronic
asth ma and I am destitute. I applied for a free passage
to India but I was told by the Protector that, unless 1
could take my wife with me, the Government would oot
Pay my passage. I have no power to compel my-wile

to accompany me ; in fact, I do not know where she is
ot whether she is nifl liviog.

|

{Note: We are not, of course, able to vouch for the
truth of the above statement, but the main facts we know
to be true. It is not a tale of ill-treatment but just a
story of 4 duil and dreary, drab existence, away from
home and friends, in a strange land. This man, like
most others, could not tell the names of any of his em-
ployers.” They were known as the big boss or the little
boss, the long one or the short one, the barah sahib or
the chhota sahib. How he managed to save so much
money is accounted for by the fact that he did not sup-
port anyone and, with the life he was leading, he had
Do occasion to spend his wages. In regard to the re-
{usal of the Government to give this man a free passage
unless accompanied by his registered wife, we have
nothing to say, as there is justice in saying that a man
may not leave his wile behind., Suck a story illustrates
the moral evil in the indenture system. Family quarrels
which would be put right in time are the cause of men
leaving their. homes in India, and, as Sir Benjamin
Robertson said when he was here, they do not care -
where they go so long as they get away. Such men fall
an easy prey to the recruiting agent and, before they
bave time to repent of their action, they find themselves
in a strange land where the ties of home and relation-
ship, even the bond of husband and wile, become loos-
ened and eventually broken. Such a system stands
condemned. It is the duly of every man and woman
in India to raise their voices in protest against a system
which manufactures such tragedies.—Ed. 1.0.)

Immigration Appeal Upheld .
[By Our SpeciaL CORRESPONDENT]’

Pretoria, Monday.

The appeal of Mshomed, son of Ismail Abmed,
agsinst the decision of the Registrar of Asiatics was
to-day brought before the Transvaal Immigration Appeal
Board.

It was pointed out by the appellant’s attorney, Mr.
de Beer, that since the application of his client had
been refused and an appeal noted, the Registrar had
been furnished with affidavits from three leading mem-
bers of the Indian community, stating that they knew
Mahomed to be the son of Ismail Ahmed, and further
that they knew him to be of the age of 14 years.

Mr. de Beer said that, in view of what the Board had
lately said regarding the completion of D.I.g1 torms,
he considered that this was a case where sufficient evi.
dence had been put before the Board to dispense with
the absolute necessity for completing this form. :

Mr, Chamney asked the Board to adjourn the case in
order to reconsider his decision, R

Mr. de Beer considered that he was entitled to have
the appeal disposed of.

Mr. Chamnoey raised no objection to this

and th
appeal was accordingly upheld, .
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An Inspector of Prisons on
.~ Punishment-

Lieut.-Col. G. S. Matdalf, who- has= just* retisedd
from the position’ of Inspector of Prigons.for Nami, thes
Orange Free State and-Grigualagd West; givess some
interesting reminiscences in an article contributed to
the Natal Mercury. He has been connected with
Police and Prisow work: forv36 years. Ther writer--was~
of the opinion that fogging was no preventive to further
ctime-butratherthe-reverses

« On representations made by m to the Government,
supported by+the-Chief: Engincer of the ' Public Works*
Depariment (Mr. Barnes), who bad agreed to employ_.
2 larze pumber of Natal Native Rebellion convicts on
public works, the sentences of lashes op 4,000 of the
rebels were suspended during goodstfehaviour, Ifaléays
ook b my actloh indhis ntaster withsatistatiion
{says Lieut.Col. Mardall), as the results fully justi,
fied the recommendation; for it was naver necessary to
inflict therfloggings, bat 700-of the.oumberhat already
received their lashes..

«Natak has-acqaired, amd vot.without : camse, an/anz
erviablenotorlety for therexcessive'amount: of flogging
joe gaol,.andrthis reputationthas. govedfap beyondoun
bordersi1 I have lost oo opportunity in_expressingmy’
views-and experiance: onithe subject.. The fear of-the
lusk may bea detervent; but theretis conclusive proot
that fl ,gging is' potpreventiver to further crime. . The
cat -hardensand brotalises, and tor the- first and minor
offenders: issmanitestly unfair, for it will usually braod
him:for life_asnccrimioal: In" cases'where corporal
punishirent: has- provedra- failure’ as” a deterrent: to
further crime, to go on applying the: lash.sentence after
sentence is merely useless torture;.which mustiy tinte
injurethe society that has recourse to it.. The primary
object of punishiment is:the: protection-of societyy and
what usetul parposeis served or benefivderivedfrom con-
_ ttoued application ofa form-of punishment that has-com

clusively tailed inits object ?: My attitude in this matter

‘ulway received the most sympathetic consideration from
out:Governor, Sir Matthew:Nathan,; and the Mipister of
Justice in'the last Natal Cabinet, Mr: Justice Carter.

% An: Habitual»Offenders’ Act makes proviston: for
the: indetermintae: imprisonment of recidivists; who.can
ooly be released on ke recommendation of the Prisons

. Board: . Alater Act gives reliefto: the casual ofiender;
and provides forisuspemmied- sentences, the -payment-of
fines by instalments, and other meaps lor keeping the
non-criminal out of gaol, for the imprisonment of native
and Indian 'servants on minor charges, .debtors,- and-
offetrders: undér the Piss: Laws ett:, merely’ makes
criminals of them, Deterioration in ggol fpr-this class
is inevitable, and' short sentences are valucless. To
quoten from the.annual report of the Eoglish Prisons

Commissioners for 19x3:. ‘Short sentences. served-in

youth form the most important. recruiting factor for the

ranks of the adult criminal. o )

“It is not necessary to be a student of penology to

~ koew that youth now excels«in crime, as jo many, other
more. respectable vocations. Punisbment will not re-
form the evil:doer, and vice breeds rapidly.in-gaol at-
mosphere. We _shall. only cease the. manufaciure of
eriminals.in gaol when further distinction is.. made be-
tween. the real criminal and the artificial substitute

_ that goes so.far to swell. our prison popuiation to-day.
* The convict.can. only reform by human.and sympa-
thetic treatmeent, but the.advocate oi.reform. must be

no narrow-minded faddist, and any amelioration in.the -
lot of law-breakers i gaol must.be.subservient to the
ultimate benefit. to.. the. community,, and. all. peal °
methods.adopted should have this end in view.. Final-
ly, to quote from Sir Robert Anderson’s excellent work
oo the.subject: ‘Punishment.is-merely.a-means.to an

-end, and the iofliction of punishment save .with some

intelligent and beneficial aim,.is' not.only senseless, but
barbarous.’ ” '

Indian Ambul;'mce Corps

We undérmtand thar daily enquiries-are being made
oi the Natai.dndtan»Assooiation {or- further particulars
and, ass thexcommumnications: are still proceediog be-

- tween the Imperial Goverament and the Union Autha.

rities, defimite information is expected” at'any moment
now. In the meantime it has been ascertained that
Imperial Service Regulations will apply to the men go-
iog and their dependents. Colonial-bcrn Indians are
freely coming forwand and thes following s list of those
volunteering :—

Chrisz L. Jobw; L. Gabriel;” M. Br Lazanmsy D: C,
Andrews,. Herbert Nayanah, Gopaul Naidoo, C. Step-
hieng, B. MahabelSimgh, Jacob Jého, Nynah C. Naidoo,

: Jacob-Joba, C. B. Stevens, M_ P. Guanie, Vengadalum
Pillay, N. Dookie, Marda Singh, V. Arumugam. Moses
Francis, M. K, Reddy, §. Narayagau, B. Bughwan, N.

;Barn_nbm H..Roberts; K. Coopaosamy, S. Jamungal,

‘A Ji Pctersy C—"Nugapemy G.. K. Guorge; Adoysnis
David, C. W. Boulton, S. T. Ramsey, T. Royeppen, R.
8. Peter; Vi S, Nuidoo, 8, Jacob, F. Thomas; J. Kisteny
J. Alexander, J. C. Moorgas, R. E. P." Reddy:and A.
Christopher. ,

A-meering of Indians was. beld: in the. Cowmrt-house;
Stanger; on Friday last,.when eleven signed themselves:
aswilling to go to Europe witb the Ambulance Corps...

The 'Coloured: Battalion®

The Rand Daily Mal's Capetown correspondent
states that, to say tbat the local coloured community
were delighted at the decision officially communicated
by, the Delence Department to the effect that the Gov-
ernment were at last prepared to.accept the services of
an infaniry battalion of . Cape coloured men aod two
bearer companies of Indians is to putit mildy. ** Had
the recruiting opened and due notice been given the
fult’ complement would have been ready to sail imme-
diately,” said a prominent citizen who has ideatified
himsell very closely with the efforts to getthe Cape
coloured men recognised as willing to shed their
blood for treedom as any other members. of the British
Ewpire. .

* There will be such 2 boom in recruiting,” said Dr.
Abdurahman, *“as will surprise Capetown when the
word goes forth. Some time ago we ol the AP0
sent out circnlars throughout the Union asking for men
to volunteer for service if required in any capacity im
German South-West or. elsewhete, * The return was
staggering, Do less than 1,300 pames being received
within ten days. I'have no doubt tbat these men will
still be avaitable: The difficulty will be to keep them
{ronr the recruiting depots.

“And the question of officers?” was asked.

* Any amount ol men of great experience are only too
anxious to be of help.” Here-the. doctor. mentioned
pames. There will be more cfficers than required unless
the Government make up their minds to have more thap
one battalion. . The bearer companies are salready in
evidence. They werg ready months ago, but were
told it. was a white man's war. That rather soured
their temper; but the prevailing Seeling is. still to serve
the Empire, and they will not be lacking in courage or
jotitiative. Letters’ have poured in from Swaziland,
Basutoland and Rhodesia—in fact from alt parts of
South Africa south of the Zambesi, offering service. You
wait and see,” concluded the doctor. "Th'e’co!t_:ured
contingent will be a credit to the Union, and after victory
will “be ope of its best assets.”

g

For: Service i East Afriva

Rimberly, Séptember, 17th ( Reuter )—Sir Chas.
‘Ciewe meta coloured ‘deputation this afternoom on the
questibtrot ‘the colbured contingent for'] mperiatservice,
It wes ascentained that: the contingent. would r8cerve
Imperinl-rates obpay: Therewill. be two medical ex-
aminations, the first a seveze-oner The training, centre
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wifl b the Cape Peamsula, snd ugmarried men will be
enrolled as far as posfible. * Cape coloured men only
will be sccepted.  Surict dhaciphne will ~he entosced,
and the destination-o! the regiment will, be British

Last Africa, and alterwards Furope, ,

Capetown, Sept. 22 { r'{euter).‘ - ¢
{rewe, to-day met the Provisional Committee in con-
nection with recraiting lor the Cape Coloured Bat-
talinon. F'he preliminary arrangements were made fpr
reerniting, and it is expected that actual recroiking will
start in ton day's ¥me, The site:for the: camp wilhbe
Green Laint Common, Capetown,

HIHHOOHIOCOTCOUIOOCOOOK .
From the .Editor’s Chair -

AT RIS OO IO 3 XA
OFFICIAL "CHANGES

At the end of. this weeksa Mr. M, Chamngy, the senior
Principal $mmigration Officer of the ¥nionsnd Trans-
vaal Registrar of Asiatics, hands over charge of his
departnn nt to Mr. C. W. Cousins, latc'y of Capetown,
and retnes amithe Unign:Civdl Service; Wolrave had
many dilferences of opinion with Mr. Chamney, both
#s {o principle and practice, and we still have some of
dhese ;ubuy Mr.JCbcmnayuhal:uiwmhedwemin'uving
graces which have not inlrequently gone icr.ito solten
the aspcrities of controversy,  We will net dip into the

ast, but we take this opportnity of - wishing 'bim well
nnghesluture. ‘Weicannot honestly sy that we welcome
drim successor. in offize. , Qur sxperienceiol-him, a8, indi-
cated by our columns from time to time,has shown him
1o by a narrow-minded, cold-biooded and vindictive
Whhicil, »hampared by a-strong hostility: sowards.and
Jirejudice against therdndian community.. Weverymuch
fear that cur “Lransvaal brethren have,
without vfience ta Mt ‘Chammey, exchanged King Loy
for King Stork.  Of cowrse, we dnay be pleasantly dis-
appointed, and disaamer-that -2 <bange of scene and of
work may give an officer desirous of duing his.duty
firuly, 4 desire to be charitable and sympathetic ; ‘but
we-very, muoh fear shat suchia disappoiatment will. \not
be ours.  Fortunately, however, Mr. Cousins at the end
©of a thousand-mile telegraph wire wllt-be far differently
plcedAcony Mo Gousing within hail of dinion Boildings,
and we trust the change of canditions will have bene-
ficie) resultsupansthe-condoct ol s tffice, '

ON PUNISHMENT ,
Tue conclusion come to by Lieut:Col,- Mardall,
Inspecicr of Prisons for i MNatal, the FreesSpate whid
Griquaiand .Weat, in regard to the ¢ flect of punisbment
upon those enfortunates who find themselves within
the power of the law, is an.interesting one.
Irom the reminiscences we reproduce elsewhere that the
Lieut.-Col. who™ has now .catired frem the service, hag
had a'‘long-experience of police and prison- work in
South . Aftica. .His. gpmion, . tberefore,. on  mwatters
telating to crime and criminals should carry weight,

Lodayp nebelsrvho ook part i smovement to over-

throw. the Gowcrument, and .caused tke lass of "mAany
lives and the expenditure of thousaiids upon thousands
o pounds, areatlowed to regain sthreir, complete free-
dom atter a few months (the latest reporl from Pretaria
being that about 2 oo rebels on * parole, who ‘hitherto
have had g6 vepert woathly to the—pohice; are- now-re-
leased from that obligation). ¥esterday,. a5 it.were,
4,000 Natives, who took part’ in the armed protest”
Bmown a5 <the Natal® Native Rebigihion:. ot.1 g6, were
icotenced to long teras of imprisonment with . Jashes
in addition, Need we point out that the rebels of to-
day age -wibito swen - and thaty these of.pesterday ) were
back? “Ygs, we. are rebels, 30d, proud. ja be rabsls,
Deep-down in our hearts ‘is the bur: ing *desire to see
the day when our own flag shall snce moré fioatsubare:

—= Sir Charles

if we may say so |

us. _That day Ras not yet come, bt England, is sink-
ing deeper,and decper into d fficulties. Her difﬁcu"z
is our gpporiunity, and that day will sarely come.

These words were uttered only a few days ago t!y Mr.
Everard Fighardt at an ¢jectiopeeripg meeung in _,lh'e
Orange Free State. And, aithoygh Genegal Botha's
attention was recently cailed to these remarks, this
maa will pot be piinished because a general glection.is
approacbing and it will not pay go oifead any of the
voters whose sympathies are known to be_;aqu-Brlglsh.
Lient.‘Col. Mardall speaks of “the pngnvigble not,;
oriety for the excessive amount of flyggipg . in gapl

that ‘Natal hag acquired. . He informs us that, in the
case of the Looo Native rebel prjsonerg,,the Qovern-
went, upon represenkations .made. by hjm, supparted
by the Chief Epgineer of the Public Works Degantment.
agreed ta suspend the seoteoces of lashes c{un_qg_ good
behaviour, and it was never, found necessary, to ipflict -
the flrggings. “The. fear of the Jash may be a deter-
rent he says, but there is canclusive, proot that flogging
is no preventive to further crime. The cat’ hardens
and brutalises, and fcr the first and minor offenders is
‘mavifestly unfair, for-it will usually brend bim for life
:a8 & eviminal.” #Qua the g h of this moatkr there appeat-
i before the ‘Mogistrate .in' fohsnnesburg four boys—
three-white and one toloured—the ojdest being twelve
years ol age, charged- with stealing” bouks. | Pitiable
tales were told by the mothers of thefour boys of neglect,
trouble. and crime. .:The:three—white -boys were sent,
at thz request of . tbe mothers, to an industrial school
until 98 yearsiof pge atd; the. colanred hoy was.ordered
to receive seven cuts with the cane, and the rcquest of
the -méther - thathe showuld- be sent to-an- indastrial
#chool<was qgnered. - What is:'the matter with ‘1his
country > “Is-here something i the atnrosphrere-that
breeds a kind of caitker “4r the brain znd ‘prevents a
magistrate irom 1desling ont justice-mhere: caloure is
saneerned.  Qr isymay be that thereds non prosisionfor
«aloured boysvin industrial schools:and 8o the mapgist-
raie bad no alternative but to,erdenthat the iboy should
be.thrashediand letloase towdevelape a carger.of orime,
It sthat. is so, then ait is highyime. that 1some: other
wethod than.that.of hardening. and brutalising: be
adopted sinthe:-case of colouredchildren: mho,:stray
away, thuough evib-environment and example, from sthe
path of virtue, - :

|%= .

Mr. Chamney Retire

{From Dur ©wx’ CorrESPONDENT )
- Pretmia;rtMoudny.

At the corclusion - of the proceedings of “the Tami-
gration Appeal Board “to-day ' Mr. 'Chamney, ‘the
[ RegismarnhAstatics aad-Rrincipat d mmigration Offieer,
addresaed it s (ollews.: - ’

“4.4s this s myslast ‘afficial vappearance be fore the
Board 1 wish toithank-you Sir andi the-members of the
Board slox ithe inwmriable conrtespwinich you bavo ex-
~ tonded tomme. -As yowkaaw, I am wo raiped lawyer—

tnifact Is am not~alawyerat all, and xbat’ being: xo, 1

mestedten . bave | spoken in -2 manwver whick was *not
“axacily,in accosdanrewith she zules and procedure of

Gourt. idtad Ihad.a better,knowladgeiof A2wvoirt

proaeedingal wonld iprobably nhave esgaped -wuchpit.

falls;cbut ¥ didiay best. 1 I rmvalse ‘very:muoeh obtiged
- to the side-bar for the cc urtesy which they have invari-
ablywhawn'to me. . Weshave at tmesibaé vongidertble
diffioaities xfid) difierences okropinionbut Bhave atways
tried to forget ther immediately I laft ‘the precinctsvof
the Court. > My miacessor, Mr. Gousing rhag amived.in
Pretaria and I ad hqﬂdnonctwedte,fiplemrefot in-
roducing dim to.the Beard: but;nunidrhmmely, derhag
mt-yetisuccended imfiatding ghe huhble wbadelof - the
Imlmgmtgon D_epmment. I may, howeverphave the
oppommofmnluﬂui:g‘nhimuow Iclease. » [+ fee]
j aevkaid thetihe rgondrelaﬁun&hlr‘mhahae-nhmd-be-
[ yreen e Board ‘aed aryselts witkalsarbe: rxtondedeg

[ him,” N
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The Chairman, Mr. Rose Innes, in réply said :—

1 Mr, Chamney, I desire, on behalf of the members
of this Board, to state our extreme regret that you are
gevering your conpection with the Department which
you have for such along time honourably and ably
served, This means the cfficial good-bye and we wish
to express our bigh appreciation of the manner in
which you bave carried out your difficult duties. We
know in what a difficult position you bave coften been
placed. There is ope thing, bowever, although we
were nol always able to agree, we feel that you have
always tried to assist us in every possible manner.
You have enjuyed the confidencé of the: Court and I

frel sure you have alsg enjoyed the confidence of the -

practitioners with whom you have ccme into contact,
This Board has never doubted your sincerity, and I am
sure the same can be said of :the practitioners. We
once more wish to thank you for the able manper in
which you have carried out your duties and trust you
will enjoy a long and happy lile.”

Mr. Cousins, the successor of Mr. M. Chamney'as
Registrar of Asiatics and Principal Immigration Officer
at Pretoria, wasin town to-day. It is understood that he
will take over his new duties immediately and that he

will be present on Monday next at the sitting of the -

Immigration Board,

New Licenses at Maritzburg

_ A special meeting of the Maritzburg Town Council |

—presided over by the Mayor—was held (says the
Natal Witness) 10 consider several appeals against the
decision of the Licensing Officer.

Mr. F, 8, Tatham, K.C., assisted by Mr A, H.
Hime, appeared on bebalf of Mr. N. B. Naik, in re-
spect of an application made by him (Mr. Naik) for a
new retail general dealer’s licence in regard to the pre-
mises, No. 530, Church Street, which application was
refused by the Licensing Officer, on the grounds that
there were already too many trading licences beld by
Asiatics ip the borough, and that it was undesirable to
increase the pumber. Also if and when an additional
general dealer’s licence was to be granted to an Asiatic,
preference should be given to a Maritzburg-born, or at
least a Natal-born Hindu,

The application was supported by Col, Wales, V.D,;
Mr. W, H. Griffip, the Hindu Temple, and 2 number
of prominent Indian merchants in the City. A peti-
tion in lavour of the applicant contaiced 131 sigpatures,
all being apparently Englishmen. -

Mr. Tatham, for the applicant, maintained that, in
refusing the licence, the Council was sweeping away
half the value of the property, and the resnlting loss to
the bondholder—a Europeac—would be very serious.
In his (Mr. Tatham’s) opinion, it would be a good
thing to turn the whole of- the premises of the side of
Retiet Street they were considering=—viz. from Retief
Street to the Willow Bridge—into shops ; for at the pre-
gent time the locality indicated constituted an eyesore
and was often the resort of a very undesirable class
of people. It was very much better that the Indians
should -have their own quarters, just as the Europeans
bad, : '

After considering the matter, the Council agreed to
reverse the decision of the Licensing Officer, and to
grant Mr. Naik the licence. :

A similar decision was arrived at in the case of Mr.
Charlic Nulliah, who applied for a new retail general
dealer’s licence for the premises, No. 459, Church
Street (corner of Retiel Street), the Council granting
such licence. \ - ‘ .

Mr. A H. Hime appeared for the successful appli-
cant, and stated, amid laughter, that Mr, Nulliah was
a Natal-borp Indian, and just the right sort of man the
Licensing Officer was looking for, '
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

The new subscription rates for the Union of South
Afsica will be 58, 6d. per annum, post free. Elsewhere
the subscription with postage will be 6s. 6d.” Unless

. otherwise notified we shall extend the time of present

subscriptions according to the period still to run acd
notify subscribers in the usual way betore the sub-
We shall be glad it subscribers will
kindly accept this notification without a personal note
being sent to them. Siogle copy 1d. By post 14d.
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