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THE ADMISSION OF MINORS

ROM official reports and our own correspondent
F we learn that on the 12th ulto,, before Major F.
J. Dixon, A,.R.M. (Acting Chairmao), L. N. van
Alphen and J. G. C. Wagner, lorming the Immigration
Appeal Board, the appeal of Ahmed Ebrahim was
heard, Mr. de Beer for the Appellant, My, Chamney for
the Immigration Department. | We referred at length
to this matter in our leading columns last week ]

Mr. Chezmoey informed the Board that five appeals
had been set down for hearing on that day, and as the
other four cases were of & similar nature he thought
that if & decision were given in one case it would possi-
bly be found applicable to the other four, He asked tor
permission to give a short explanation of the difficulties
which were arisiog in ¢cases such as these. The appellants
had come to this country from India without proper of-
ficial proof regarding parentage and age, and had entered
the Transvaal without authority.. ' On the coming into
force » year ago of Act 22 of rgr4, certain pro-
cedure to be followed in cases cf the proposed immi-
gration of minors and which would have materially as-
sisted them was laid down. He handed in form of
application No.-D.1.96 which had i the first place to
to be completed, and also form D.1.91 which was sub-
sequently issued to the father of the immigrant for
completion in India where it had to be signed bya
Chiel Presidency Magistrate in a Presidency town in
Iudia, & Political Officer in a Native State or a Dis-
trict Magistrate,

Mr. Wagner, enquired whether these forms were
statutory. .

Mr. Chamney replied that they were' departmental,
and explained that the Act required that evidence
should be furnished by the immigrant to the satisfac-
tion of an Immigration Officer and it was only reason-
able that forms such as these, and which had been
approved by the Honourable th: Minister, should be
completed. When this was not done it was difficuit
for the Immigration Officer to state that he was satis-
ficd with the claims to lawtul residence of the immigrant,
The Indians however did not appear to want fi sality in
these matters, and in only one instance had a D.rgx
lorm been properly completed and returned to his
office. In some cases forms were issued to reputed
fathers and a few months atterwards the boys arrived
in South Africa in possession of the forms which were
still blank, and had not even written in much less sign-
¢d or attested. Instead of adopgiog the procedure laid
dowa they much preserred to goto an inferior Magis-
trate and procure a certificate 1o their own liking which
was generally of an uncouvincing nature. He thought
it was scandalous that Indians should thus ignore the
reasonable requirements of the Government, especially
in view of the fact that the procedure in question was
only adopted aRer coasultation with Sir Benjamin
Robertson at the time of the visit of this kigh Indizn
Official % the Union in 1gr,. . 1f this srt of thing
were to continue he would not be surprised if the Gov-

ernment were forced to adopt more stringent regula-
tions to control the immigration of Asiatic minors. In
the case before the Board to-day he was inclined to
think that instead of wastiog time in leading a mass of
inconclusive evidence it would be better for the Board
to adjourn the cases and require the app: Haots to pro-
cure properly completed D.1.9r {orms {rom India with-
in a period of say four months. He mentioned that
period because ever since the out-break of war the sail-
ings betweeo India and South Africa had been most
irregular, and experience showed that in many cases
four months was necessary to secure reports.

Mr. de Beer stated that although he would have pre-
ferred that the cases should be finally disposed of he
was quite prepared to agree to Mr. Chamney's sugges-
tion. : .
The Chairman stated that he thought the best course
might be to hear the evidence and then it the required
fcrms had not been completed, and the Board were
pot satisfied, to dismiss the appeals and send the boys
to India. In view, however, of the representatious
made by Mr. Chamney he was prepared to adjourn the
cases lor a period of four months on the understanding
that the required forms be completed during that
period. No further adjournment would be granted.

’

At the sitting of the 2z3rd vitimo, Mr. Chamney, ad-
dressing the Board, said that Mr. de Beer wished to say
a lew words regarding the cases of Ahmed Ebrahim,
Ismail Ebrahim, Natha Gopal and Dawjee Moosa,
whose cases were adjourned for a period of four montbs .
in order that forms D.1.91 could be completed bya .
Magistrate in India. ,

Mr. de Beer stated that it was Mr. Chamoey's sugges-
tioo that the appeals should stand over until his clieats
could comply with the requirements of the procural
from India of a completed form D.t.91. At that time
‘he had ot been properly instrucied and he therefore
agreed to the postponement of the cases. Since then,
however, he had discussed the matter more fully with
his clieots and they had informed him that it was al- -
most impossible for them to get the required forms
completed. - To do so it would be necessary for the
fathers and sons to return to India, the expense and
inconvenience of which would be tremendous. He
would ask the Board in view of the fact that the pro- -
cedure had not been one of very long standing that it
would allow him to go an with the appeals at the next
sittiog of the Board. If they did not then succeed in
establishing their clainis they would be prepared to
abide by the decision of the law. He had certain
evidence which he wished to bring up and certificates
which were held by them but which were not io strict
compliance with the regulations. He thought that the
Board was not bound by the forms D.1.91 as they were
purely departmental and not required by statutory re-
gulations nor regulations frameg by the Govemor-
General under the Act, and in justice and fairness tn
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his clients he thought the cases shou'd be hesrd as
foun as possible, He was instaucteds that the Magm-
trates in Indix relused to sige anyrof the certifieates
less the parents and the childrez werw present:.

Mr. Nienieyew, appearing on beliall of othes appel
lanta, in reply to @ question by the Board; said that his
clients had ot completed the D.1.g1 fomm; butitbat he
had understood from the Registar of Asimtic that the
only objection he had to the appellants was in regard
to their age and that he had now come before the Court
armed with Doctors’ certificates in witich the age- given-
by the appellants was stated to be correct.

Mr. Chamney denied that he had ever made such a
statement aod said that the appellants: had oot even
completed the D.1.90 forms,

Mr. Niemeyer: “ T have a note on my cover that
you made this statement in your office.”

Mr, Chamney: * I do met care about moy notew
made o yoascovet.”

Mr. Nicmeyer : ¢ You say one thipg in your office
and another in court.”

Mr. Champey: * I have no recollection of this con-
wersation.”

The: Chairman ssked for specimens of the forms
V.1.90 and D.1.g1, and having exaurined them joterm:
ed Mr. de Beer that the torms were preseribad upon
sdvice given to the Wnios Governmentby 3ir Benjamin
Robertson ia g4 -

Mr Chamney confrrmed this- aud- said that S
Benjamin Robertson was a most important officer and
hal been sent out by the Government of Indix on
board_a Manm-of-War at enormous cost to themselves
His advice or the question now rmised had beeo ac-
cepted by the Union Government, Ha added that
although Mr. de Beer stated that the Magistzates refus-
ed to sign certificates he could oot accept such an ex-
pdrte statement. He would require positive proof of
this hefore he would be prepared to take the matter up,
It they tumnished full particulars of a specific case of
such refusal he would ask the Minister to conier with
the Govermoent of India

Mr. d¢ Beer said that the case of Bhauva, the son of
Lalla Jugza, was one in point. .

The Chairman remarked that the whole trouble had
arisen on accourt of the fact that these people would
persist in ignoring the Immigration Department and
bringing their childrer oul without complyiog with the
tequirements of the Depertment, They come to
Deiagoa Bay and force their way into the country and
thiey are naturally restricted. They then note an appeal
to the: Board and are issued temporary permits in order
that they may come here for the hearing of their ap-
peals. So far as he was concerned he was going to
take up & strong attitude. These people must under-
stand that if they waot to bring their children into this
country they must not ignore the Immigratton Depart-
ment. If their casey were dona fide he was qoite sure
that the Department wornld assist thiem rather -than
place obstacles in their way. The best way for them
to prove their claims to the satisfaction of the Immigra-
tion Department or the Board was for them to comply
with the rules and regulations that were made by the
Department.  The Board had every right to take
cognisance of the renuirementy of the Department and
the Department had every right to insist upoti those re-
reirenients beiog complied with. These peopie pleaded
igporance in many cases but he was not convinced that
such ignorauce really existed, and the mere fact that 2
man fziled to complete Lhe necessary lorms immediate-
ly threw very strong suspicion upon the case. The
Board must insist upon these forms being filled up be-
fore the cages could be further considered. They could
always gt crowds of witoesses but that was not always
convincing. The most convincing evidence that the
Board could get was that from the authorities in India.
If the case was a dpwa fde one he felt snre that the
people would have no difficulty in obtaining the requir
ed evidence from-lodia.

——
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From: the Editor’s Chair

ST G IO IO A
TRANSVAAL IMMIGRATION BOARD
Since we last wrote on the procedure of the Board we
understand that a pumber of repretentations have been

made to- it with a view to: place 1he true facts of the
situation and the legal position bLelore it, so that the

- Bowrd might recomsider ity previous view i regard o

formy D.1.g1.  We are: glad to-say that, as a resuit of

" these representations, the Board appreciates the fact
[ that tirere are serious diffculties imr the way of the i

variable production of this form, and that it i3 prepared
to ecaive wintever evidence may B placed belore it
m the ordinsry course, reserving, however, the right to
call for {urther evidence io the event of that produced
not being to its satisfaction. This is a reasonable de-
mand, and we are sure that appellints wifl do their best
to meet the pequirement. We strongly recommend
that before minor sups are brought to the Transvaal
forrv’ D.1.91 should be provured from the Principal
Inrmigrationr Officer and properly completed im India.
Where this js done no question will be raised. In any
event no minor should come to the Transvaal without
producing a duly authenticated senior magistrate’s cer
tificate stating the relationship and. the ags, and bearing
particulars of identification.  Similar particulars, except
as to age, will be required where the Immigration
Officer has oo record of the wife having been aircady
claimed. We are glad to note that the Principal Immi-
gration Officer, Transvaal, admitted to the Board that
the reqoirement of form D.r.g: was not statatory, and
that it had oot been advertised in any way whatever by
the Govermment to the Indian community of Suuth
Alfrica.

Indian Volunteers

A mass meeting of Indians was beld on the z7th
ultimo at the Port Elizabeth Veda Dharma Sabha Hull o
consider the question of participating in the movement
to provide an Indian Ambulance Corps to proceed
overseas. Mr. David Jossie was voted to the chair
amd Mr. V. A. Pillay was elected. secratary.

The chairman explained the object of the meeting,
dwelling on the magmificent spirit of patriotism and
loyalty to the British Raj which permeated India. He
referred to the aid already given by the lndians in the
Transvaal and Natal, and exhorted his bearers to tols
low their example, to prove their own patriatism.

Mr. V. A, Pillay also addressed the meeting. He
rad been in commumication, he said, with the leaders
in the Transvaal and Capetown on the matter for abou
a tortnight, He also rezd a telegram [from Caputown
in copnection. with the movement. Mr. Pillay and
other speakers who followed him appaaled to the youog

men to do- their share, )

Some of the audience expressed their wsh to go
overseas at their own espense to-join the Indian Ambr
lance Stretcher-bearexr Corps, aud otheo hapdcd io
their names to the secretary a9 williag to give their
gervices to the Empire:

A resolution was adopled by the meeting to the
eflect timat the communiry were at the disposal of the
Government. The mecting termmated with cheers for
India and a prayerfor the success of tae cause ol the
British Raj zod’ Allies.
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Further Bagmar Restrictions
M. Carhalia, :Chmiroen of the British ntin Awoci-
ation, adlressod ‘the folioming letter. dated e 19th
altime, to the Town Cledk, Germiston :— )
# My Associstion desires o lodge its protest aguimt
the proposed addition to the Amatic Bazaar By-laws of
your Municipality, providing * that Do mke shall -be let

or leased to any person who is in passession of a liasace -

1o trade outside the Bazaar area aod the cancellation of
any exinting liceoce to trade io the Bagaar if the helder
acquires a licenoe to trade outside the Bazaar asea.’

“ {n my Association’s humble opinion, the proposed
By-law will be in restraint of trade and that, it beiog of
a racial nature, it is for these reasons and otherwise
undesirable. )

“] hawe the honour to request [urther that, in the
eveut ol the praposed By-law being adopted by yeur
Council, my Awsociation’s objections will ‘be forwarded
to the Hanouralle the Administirator.”

Coloured ‘Men and fhe War

“Tn my opinion a regiment of Cape Boys [Coloured
men | wuwld grove vesy arviceable, wory sericeable
indeed,” said Sergeant Ingram, mho took in hand a
number of corner boys and passed them through gym-
omtic raining with great resuits. .

# {n my opinion,” waid & neeseren polkiticmn, “you bad
batter lat the Caps Boys alane, othenwise .thete will.be
a Luzzing in the political hive for years.”

These two opinions (xays the Caps Times, mark the |

wite differcuce beiween the :men whe would oiake tse
of gaud material and the men who [aar palitical «istar-
bapre arisiog out of the Colour gueaiion, and there is
a great teluctance to deal with the wish of the Cape
Hoys for active scrvice except in #'vague and won.cem-
mittal way.

We present some aspects of the question and leave
the matier for considerstion. Jn smther parts of the
Lmpire the black man has been and is being used in
the fighting. lice with goeod results. Hiehas also been
scen in the fighting line in South Africa. In the Zulu
War the Edendale Basutos furnished » most efficient
troop of mounfed scouts who frequently engaped the
Zulus and bebaved with voquestioned courage.

#The coloured people,” sgifl Senator Col. Stanford,
“are «trangly «denieous -of serviog and wbep you Te-

member thal our men are already fighting in the same
lives-with Senegalese from the French -settlements, it
seerns Lo me that:abere 5 no guestion -of colour princi-
ple. The best opinion in Cape Town is in favour of

meeting the wish of the Coloured people for service, |

in one of two ways. :Hither dn a eepamte Cantingent
with their own mess and quarters, or that they should
go as officery servants, and transport men in which
capacity they would relieve trsined:soldiers Jar the
fighting line. 'In gettingColeured ‘boys to -cmrty-out
these very necessary duties there would be ao departice
from costom since it has always been the practise to
epgage Coloured boys in such capacities

I see mysell no objection to the enrolment .at a Gel-
oured tegiment as¥ & 3eparate unit, and the matteris
now under consideration,”

“In my epinion,” said another eminent authority, *1
believe that the enroiment of a Coloured contingent
would he sonnd-on the ground that :responsibility and
disciplioe are in themselves good. The experience.of
the-war has provet that ¢he British-policy of {freedom is
best. The response ot the free Dumigiass kas been
too remarkable to ignore and I maintain from that «x-
perience that if yoo trusta people, if you give them
responaibidity .and ctrnat, they will do :moeme shan gou
had any right to expect. I do not agree with those
who say that if you accept the freely oficred services of
the Colanred penple gon will spoil them. Adycview is

that if you put them on their trial you will make better
) 4

citizens of them.”

S o

-
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Transvaal Immigration Appeals

Furtber Timmigration Appeals were hear ] at Pretoria -
oo the yath olumao, betore ‘Messrs. 1. Rose-Innes
(Chairman), Iszac N. van Alpheo and J.G. C,"Wagoer,
:menibers 9f the Transvail Immigration Appeal Board.

tir (he case of Ebrahim Amod Mamojee, Mr. Hof-
imeyr was 1or the appeliant.

Amod Mamojee, sworp, stated that the appeliant was
ihisson. Fe was first nmarried in 1889, The nawe of
his wife was Rasool. Te was married in Ind:a.
‘The appéMant was the son of his 1ate wife. TFle was
bom in May, 1gor. The mother of the boy died .in
a1goz. "Theboy cameto Natal in 1911, He had pro-
duced evidenceto the Tmmigration Officer at 'Durbas,
and upon-that evidence the Jmmigration Officer allow-
ed-the boy to lanfl avd reside in Durban. He obtain-
ed bis Transvadl pick certificate in 1906, and His boy
was mentioned upon .

Questioned by Ms.-Chamasny : He had only one wife.
¥lis first wile was dead and the appellant was the child
ot the deceased wite. is second wife.wms residing in
Natal. She had never breo-to the Transvaal.

Mz Chamney ivvited the attention of the Hoard 1o
Seotion -0t thedadisn Belief.Act No. a2 wf 3974, and
said it was far she Board to secide whether the appel-
lamt was-0T was mot.anexempled pewon. He himaelf
had been workiag -upoo.the assumptien thet the man's
secard wife was residing with him i the :Tmnsvazl
whete the man kada domicile, dt-appeared from rthe
evidence, ihomever, that she woman svas esiding in
NatalL The boy had oemered withont.authority and
had:been aestrioted at  Vollsrust where Jue had noted
an appeal 4o the Board. -

The Chairman announced that the appeal would b
wpheld. -

In fhe case ot Sheik Omar and Dadamia, Mr.
Niemeyer was for the appellaoss,

Mr Chamney handed in Prokibitian Notice, Notice
of Appeal and Minister's Declaration, and informed
the Board that #-would be advisable to deal with these
two caxes collectively as the boys were brothers.and
were dlaiming residenceta-the Transvaal-on the grounds
that “their ‘fatirer, who -died before they came to this
country, was a registered resident of the Transvail. He
admitted that the boys-ages—were-r3and 15 as claimed,
and -that.they srere shown on +his affice -records =s the
sone of Goalam (hmar, who was a segistared resident of
the Transwal bul mas now-deecased, Itwas claimed
that the boys were mow npder dhe goardianship of-an-
other tegistered Asiatic «at this Provinae., The boys,
however, did not fall :under :any :of the exemptions:
mentioged 40 Section 5 of the Immigration ‘Regularon
Act, 1913, provision hemng :made only-for the soms or
dayghters ol .pereons domiciled and mctmally living-in
this Prowince. He wonld gdmwthe :attention .of .the
Board -to the Suppeme Court :mling in the vcase wt
Ratanjee Lalloo eeryus Rex,-which had.often been
quoted betore the Board, where it wes laid down that a
man could bring in his son batxould not gend him
here. In the cases befure the Board the father was
ot alive and he did not see how it could possibly be

| cdlaimed fhat the boys were enfitled to exemption.

Mr. Niemeyer said that he did not.agree with t
Mr. Chamney bad said. He claimegg that .the :2;5
were entitled to be bhere under sub-sections.{g) and {£)
al Section g of Act 22 of 1913, sead .in conjunction
with Sectian 30. -His contention was that the fathar
himself having had a domicile -here, his sons mere
entitled to the same privilege. 1t was admitted that
the boys were both under the age of 16 years .and that
being the case, the boys being the sons. of a.megistered
Asialic, they were evtitled to registzation in .this Pro-

‘vince. 'He held tbat it was not the intention of the

Immignmtion.Act” to tike away the oghts.of childzen -
because their pareat bad died. He claimed that they
were entitled to registration uader Act 2 of 1907.
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Mr. Chamney pointed out that the Board bad nothing
whatever to do with Act z of rgo7. The reason why he
allowed the boys to be formally prohibited and so given
an opportunity to appeal to the Board was because, at
the time the boys forced their way into the Transvaal,
the whole question of the position of wards was under
the coosideration of the Departments of the Interior
abd Justice, and he desired to avoid any appearance of
harshness in the matter, A decision had since been
given which was against the ad mission of wards circum-
stanced as were the appellants,

Mr. Niemeyer intimated that if the Board was going
to decide agaiost the appellants it was his intention to
ask the Board to reserve the question for the decision
of the Supreme Court under Section 3 (2) of the Act.

The Chairman announced that the Board was against
the appellants and dismissed the appeals. The appel-
lants could, of course, state a case, on the point of law
raised, for consideration by the Supreme Court.

,’News in ‘Brief

We intend from next week onwards to change the

day of publication of this paper from Wednesday

to Friday. We are of opinion that it will be more
convenient for readers to receive their paper at the end
of the week when they have leisure to read and discuss
matters affecting the community. We have also found
that the irregularities of the Post Office have consider-
ably handicapped us in receiving news matter from the
Transvazal and we have frequently bad to hold over im-
portant matter for 2 week. The new arrangement will
therefore, we hope, be of benefit to all concerned.

The Natal Zoroastrian Apjuman sent the following
cablegram to Dr. Dadabhai Naoroji on the occasion of
his birthday: * Accept hearty copgratulations birth-
day. . Natal Zoroastrians.” ' )

We have received [urther reports of appeal cases at

Pretoria in which the question of procuring evidence

" in India regaiding minor children belonging to Trans-
vaa! residents was raised and discussed. We shall give
tbe teports in due course. '

Sir Thomas Watt, speaking at Dundee, is reported as
tollows :—We could not be too thankiul that, during
the turmoil and misery entailed by the rebellion the
great mass of inhabitants of South Africa had remained
loyal and peaceful; he meant the patient, faithful Nat-
ive races, who had been true to us when their minds
had been puzzled and distracted by the spectacle of
white men at war with each other in their midst. The

Indians also had shown trust and confidence in their
white rulers in times of difficulty and danger, and, as a
member of the Government, he wished to publicly
thank both these races for their loyalty, Many white
men might have followed their example with advantage
to themselves and the country. ‘

~

The question of barring the attendance of Natives
and Indians at local bioscope entertair ments was again
brought forward at the monthly meeting of the Dundee

_Tows Council, the Mayor rep tting that he had inter-
viewed the bioscope proprietor on the subject. The
proprietor, Mr. Atwell, had pointed out that these peo-
ple were not debarred in other towns in the Province

: from attending such entertainments, but he was con-
sidering the hiring of another hall for bioscope enter-
taioments for coloured people. Couacillors were mostly
of opinion that Natives and a certain class of undesir-

' ablc Indians should be excluded from bioscope enter-
tainments, and the Mayor was authorised to take up the

_ matter again with Mr. Atwell with a view to taking some

action. -
LI .
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS

The pew subscription rates for the Union of South
Africa will be 5s. 6d. per anbum, post free. Elsewhere
the subscription with postage will be 6s. 6d. Unless
otherwise notified we shall extend the time of present
subscriptions according to the period still to run and
notify subderibers in the usual way before the sub-
scription expires. We shall be glad if subscribers will
kindly accept this notification without & personal note
being sent to them, Siogle copy 1d. By post 14d.
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