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NATAL MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE

HE Geoeral Purposes Committee of the Durban
DHO Town Council made the tollowing recommend-
ation on the draft Local Ordipance :—

(The draft Ordinance as submitted to the Natal
Municipal Association is intended to consolidate and
amend the taws relating to Municipal Corporations and
townahips, aod to cstablish Village Management Boards
in the Province ol Natal. It contains s40 clauses, it
proposes to totally repeal 32 laws, and partially to re-
peal 13 others. It also includes 17-schedules for
peneral guidance.)

(d).=—Section ag of the drait Ordinance disqualifies
the following from enrolment as & burgess :—{a) An
alien who has not been naturalised, and (b) any person
disqualificd from the Parliamentary franchise by Act 8
ol 1846, viz., those who, not being of Europeaa origin,
are natives or descendants in the male line of natives
of countries who have not hitherto possessed elected
representative institutions tounded on the parliamentary
franchise. We approve ol these restrictions.

Committee recommends :—That the principles con-
tained in Section 29 of the draft Ordinance be approv-
ed.—Natal Mercury, A

Press Comment

Tle Nala! Mercury, commenting upon the draft
Ordinance says \— ,

More contentious, ground is entered upon when we
come to consider the question whether the municipal
franchise should be confined only to British _subjects
of Kuropero origin. The draft ordinance disqualifies
all aliens who have not been opaturalised, and those
who, not being of Buropean origin, are natives or des-
cendant in the male line of natives of countries who
have not hitherto possessed elective representative ip-
stitutions founded on a parliamentary franchise.
Though the Geoeral Purposes Committee approves of
these restrictions, we feel bound to say that it is difii-
cult to justify them, in the wide torm in which they are
laid dows, upon any conception of equity. In the
framing of these restrictions, it seems to us that the
distinction between the municipal franchise and the
Parliameatary franchise has been blurred over. First,
%5 to nov-naturalised aliens. Is it to be undérstood
that any citizen, say, of the United States or of France,
who settled in Durban, and acquires rateable - property
here, shall be debarred trom the municipal franchise
unless he takes out letters of British naturalisation ?
It is quite right to deny the political or Parliamentary
vote to aliens who do not renounce foreign citizenship

and do not pledge allegiance to the land of their adop- -

tion : but having imposed this disability upon the non-

naturalised alien, we do uot see why he should be re- -

fus:d the privileges which ownership or occupancy of
property within a municipality confers, The promoters
of this Bill themselves describe property-holdinz as the
criterion of qualification for the municipal vote, and
declare that it stands on a basis dsfferent from the

~ ly laid down as conferring qualification,

Parliamentary vote. The same argument constrains us
in fairness to guestion the wisdom of ostracising in re-
gard to the municipal franchise those persons holding
property who are of European origin. The description
ol the persons so marked out for ostracism is taken
over {rom the Act of 1896, which applies to the Parlia-
mentary suflrage. If it be granted that there may ap-
pear good reasons for denying the Parliameotary vote
to non-Europeans who would in their land of origin be
devoid of experience in representative political iostitu-
tions, does it follow that the disability should be ex-
tended to the municipal vote? Take the case of the
British Indians. Ib all the large towns of India, and
in many of the smaller towns, theré are municipalities
on which sit members elected by hative ratepayers, and
in some cases all the members are of their own race.
Our local Indians may reasonably ask why, as rate-
payers in a Natal borough, they should be thought in-
capable of exercising a municipal vote which they
would be qualified to exercise as ratepayers in an Indi:
an town. We do not know on what logical grounds a
Degative answer can be given to such a question, seeing
that the owaership or occupancy of property is express-
The analogy
of Parliamentary disqualificationis brought in, although
it is declared that the principles regulating the Parhia-
mentary sufirage and the-municipal suflrage are dissimi-
lar. We have no desire to see a larger infusion of

- non-Europeans on the Borough Voters’ Roll, but so-

long as non-Europeans are permitted to hold property
and become ratepayers, and the Corporation derives
revenue from licences granted to them, how can they
consistently be excluded from a right which the obliga-
tion to pay rates is declared to carry with it? The
letter from an Indian which we publish to-day may
serve to show how unfortunate it is that our municipal ~
authorities should have gratuitously raised a question
of this nature at the present juncture:

- A Protest
Writing to the Naral Mercury, Mr, Abdool Rahman,

| of Potchefstroom, says :—

“ Now sir, what does the approval of the abave re.
commendatiofis amoutit to?  Does it pot mean to pre-
vent all the Indians from exercising the municipal -
franchise, on the same terms ®s the Parliamentary fran-
chise hag been taken away from them? At ope stroke
ol the pen, or, s0 to speak, hit below the belt, our Ciry

. Fathers would proceed to-deprive the Indians and alt’

the other colouréd population trom participation in -
electing representatives to watch over their interests. .
where they pay taxes and own property that runs intf;“
thousands, .Can any more injustice be suggested to--’
wards the Indians-who are thoroughly loyal to the
British Crown ? . o
“ Sir, we are bearing the ordeal of fighting the Ger-
mans this very day 10 preserve British liberty, but here
in South Africa, in the land of the democrat of demg-
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crats, the heads of municipal government are keeping
alive the fire of ptejudice against their own Iriends
hecause they happen to be coloured. By hook or by
crook the City Fathers are devising every means to
keep the coloured man down. The Indians have given
their all ; even their precious blood is being shed on
the battlefields of Europs to decide between liberty
and barbarism.

% Durban is helping to undo what is being done in
Europe. I well remember the upheaval that took
place during the year :896, when the Parliamentary
franchise was being debated clause by clause, and heat-
ed debates they were, the Indians moving earth and
heaven by petitions, and petitions were seat every-
where, But, to all inténts and purposes, their ery
for justice went to the wall. The Act 8 of 1896 was
passed. The Indians have been debarred from exercis-
ing the Parliamentary tranchise, and itis now being
copied by local government. :

“The above warning, 1 believe, is sufficient to my
countrymen of Natal to urge that 2 move on their part
is imperative at thig juncture, and they should most
decidedly offer their strenucus opposition to any such
Act beibg put on the Statute Book, or they may awake
to find that they bave been cast amongst the saviges of
the world, it is most diffieult to express one's feelings
of what is taking place agaiast the coloured man of
South Altica, and Indians are especially being singled
out abd treated with contempt. Nevertheless, we can-
not but take courage- that hands of sympathy from
Englishmen are always forthcoming from many
quarters, especially at this time. In conclusion,
sir, T trust that om City Fathers will withdraw their re-
commendation to the above contentious clause and
leave it over until a more conveniént time, so as to
give the people affected a better oppottunity to protest
against the deprivation of their rights as British subjects
and children of tbe British Empire.” ‘

‘Registration Test Case

The review of N. M. Moosa vs. the Minister of
Justice and Registrar of Asiatics, was heard in the

Supreme Court, Traosvaal Provincial Division, on the 1

318t ult., before the Judge President and Judges Cur-
lewis and Gregorowski. _ C

In this matter applicant sought an order restraining
the Minister of Justice irom carrying into efiect an order
ol deportation, and comp:iling the Registrar of Asiatics
to issue cerlificate of registration.

Application was made to the Registrar lust year {er
a certificate. The Registrar refused to consider the
application. Applicant thereupon obtained an order
on the Registrar from a Judge in Chambers. The
Registrar, on hearing the application, in compliance
with the order of Cosrt, relused to graut the centificate.
Applicant then appealed to the Magistrate, and the
Magistrate dismissed the appeal. .

Proceedings were now taken in consequence of the
deportation order fubsequently granted. Mo B. A,
Tindall appeared for applicant; Mr. J. Ferris_for
respondent. o

1o giviog judgment, the Judge President said appli-
cant tlaimed to be entitled to & certificate of registra-
tion under section 4 {3) (b) of Act 36 of 1908, in that
on May 31, 1907, he was resident in the 1'ravsvaal.
No doubt if he had besn able to establish that he
would have been entitled to a certifickte of regiatration,
Under the same section he applied to the Registrar of
Asiatics, who came to the cooclusion thal he had failed
to establish residence within the terms of the sub-sec-
tion, and accordingly refused his application. Section
6 (2) provided for appeal to the Magistrate specially
assigned by the Government to hear such appeals, and
that such Magistrate should be deemed when hearing
such appeal to be an inferior Court within the meanipg

of section 1y of the Administration of Justice Pro-
clamation, 1go2. ‘FThe Magistrate dismissed the app!i-
cation, finding as a fact that applicant was actually in
the Transvaal on May 37, 1goz, but that he was ao!
resident therein on that date.

It had been decided that po appeal lay from the
decision of the Magistrale, and the Magisirate, in dis-
mistiog the application, made an order for applicant’s
removal. Applicant comes by way ol application and
asks for an order restrainir,, the Minister from carryiug
into effect the order ol deportation gnd declaring
the, order null and void, and also for an order
compelling the Registrar to jssue lo him a certif-
cate of registration. The application was very vague
43 to the grounhds upon which the Court should inter-
fere and would have occasioned no difficulty if it were
not for the case of Chotabhai, which went to the Appel-
late Diivision, where the late. Chiet Justice approved of
the temarks of Wessels, J., to the effect that the Court
had an icherent right to prevent the Goveroment or
any official from Interlering with the liberty of a citizen,
and the person who claimed the right to interlere must
lshow that h¢ has been given that right by the Legis-

ature, . .

In general po tault could be found with those words,
but, with deference, his lordship could not agree it they
were intended to enunciate a principle of Jaw univers-
ally approved, because, when the matter was regulated
by statute, as in this case, the Court was bound by the
statute and had to see upon whom the onus lay. In
this case it was clear that the onus was upon the appli-
cant to thow that the official had oot done his duty or
that there was some irregularity. In the absence of
irregularity the Court would not interlere, and it would
discountenance any attempt to bring proceedings be-
fore the Court which were nothing else but a disguised
appeal.

In this patticular case there were ho grounds for
intericrence, It was argued it_ nmst be held the
Magistrate acted improperly in not holding the
applicant’s presence amounted to residence, but that
was a conclusion that was not at all warranted. It
was not for the Court to 5ay that because the Magis-
trate did not say he did not believe the witpesses, that
the evidence must be taken to have been believed by
him.

On those grounds his lordship came to the conclu-
sion that there was no ground for the Court to interfere
with the decison arrived at.

Mr. Justice Curlewis and Mr. Justice Gregorowski
delivered concurring judgments.

Father Maingot at the Front

His sumerous friends in Durban, especially amoogst
the Indian community, will be pleased to hear the
good pews just to hand regurding the Rev. Father
Maingot, O.M.L, .priestincharge of Bt Aothony's
Indian Mission, and now at the froat in l'rance.

Io a notification made to his Lordship Bishop De
Lalle, it i3 stated that the rev. father has had the dis-
tinction of bring mentioned in dispatches for devotion
to duty, and untiring care ol the sick at one of the base
hospitals, which mention entitles him to the honour of
the * Croix de guerre.” Furthermore, he received the
special privilege of presentation to M. Leon Bourgeois,
tormeriy Prime Minister of France, who warmly con
gratulated Father Maingot on the excetlence of his
services to the sick and dying under his charge.

It may be mentioned also that Father Maingot short-
ly after his arrival on active service fell 2 victim Lo
typhoid fever, and after six weeks’ iliness, refased to
take convalescent leave or visit his bwn family or parti-
cuiar friends in Patis. He went to serve his country,
and when that was finished then his friends and rela-
tions may see him.—MNalal Mereury.
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DURBAN AND THE MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE

Wx most emphatically protest agaiost the sction of the
(ieveral Purposes Commitiee of the Durban Town
Councll in recommending to the Council the adoption
of that portion of the dralt Local Government (con-
solidation) Ordinance, which purports to exclude from
ths Municipal Iranchise persons who ate disqualified
from the Parliamentary franchise by Act No. B of 1896,
namely, Britisk Indiens. Ip rgos an attempt was
made by the late Natal Parliament to deprive Indians
of the franchise in exactly the same way, and the
attomnpt was unsuccessiul because ol the veto of the
then Socretary of State for the Colonies, What the
Natal Parliament was prevented from doing by the
Imperial Government, the Provincial Council will
certwinly not now be pennitted to do by the Indian
commnupity, There is no comparison whatever between
the Parlinmentary tranchise and the Municipal franchise.
The bases of the two franchises. differ essentially, as
has been pointed out by our contemporary, the Natal
Arrowury, whose protest egainst this recommendation
dewerves recopnition. When Indians were deprived
unblushingly of the political franchise, it was definitely
laid down and promised by the Prime Minister of the
dry that the Municipal franchise stood by itselt and
that Indians would not be deprived of this right. We
are nat so {oolivh nx to suppose that in South African
politics & promise solemaly given is very highly
estromed by those by whom it 19 made, when it is
inconvenient to keep it, but there must still be a sense
of shame amonygst decentyminded persons that the
policy ot the “scrap of paper” should be adopied, at
the present time, by truc-blooded Britishers (as they
would certainly call thumselves), who have protested
aguinet it when adopted by Germmany, Ot course the®
matter canuot remain where it is, and the Natal Indian -
Associmtion will have to move in the matter at once,
first with the ‘Town Council, and later on, if pecessary,
with the Provincial Couocil and the Union Govern-
medt. Racial legislation of this kind cannot possibly
be tolerated by the Indian community, and we are
aure that every sfiort will be made to preveot such a
catastrophe.

JOHANNESBURG CIVIC PATRIOTISM

ON Wedoesday last, His Excelleacy Lord Buxton, the
Governor-Genoral, officially declared the Johannesburg
Town Hall open, and complimented thy Johanuesburg
public upen its civic patriotism and enterprise. We
mean, of course, that His Excellency complimented
the European section of the public, for naturally the
non-Buropean citizens of Jobannesburg are not
recogbised @s possessing civic patnotiste and enter-
prise. It cannot be wondered at either, for they do
not possess the Municipal tranchise, and, until quite
recently, have unlawiully been excluded from the use
of pne of the most important of the public services,
toy the maintenance of which the money that they have
coutributed in rates has been used by the Town Coun-
cil. Non-Europeans werc not represented at these
ceiebrations nor was their absence in any way com-
mented upon. though it is a (act that Jobaonesburg
depends for the bulk of its weaith upon the labour of
non-whites. The Johannesburg public, or, at least,
such portion of it as has been brought up in the British
political tradition of no tuxation without reprasentation,
G 00 Way appears Lo recognise the incougruity of
demanding (on their own behalt) privileges  based
upou that poliieal axiom whilkt in practice denying
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them to citirens pot endowed st birth or afterwards
with & white skin, Muanicipal privileges in Johannes-
burg are confinedl to certain select classes of the com-
munity, even though alien ememies, whilst coloured
British subjects, slely on account of colour, are- de-

ved thereol, We do not know, and perhaps it would
E:' improper to suggest it, whether His Excellency, as
he spoke, laughed in his sleeve; we suppose that,
gifted with a sense of humour, that is what be must
bave done. Anyhow, the non-white citizens of Joban-
nesburg, whatever else they may be deprived of, have
the privifege of gazing upon the new Town Hall in all
its glory, consoling themselves with -the reflection that
though they may be deprived of Municipal privileges,
at least others are deriving advantage from the labours
of these outcasts, |

UNDIGNIFIED

Tue spectacle which we have witnessed, throngh the
columns of the daily press, of Jodians presenting
illumipated addresses to retinng magistrates is &
humiliatiog one, Even sufiposing that each of these
magistrates had beep model administrators of justice,
it is only what-we expect from them. To praise a
magistrate lor being just is certainly very extraordinary.
There could only be two reasons tor such: praise. Oune
would be that he was fair and just, and spproacheble
by the humblest, The other would be that he specially
favoured Indians. For the frat reason, as we hawe -
said, a magistrate is not entitled to praise. And if
he specially favoured Indians, he would be less than
just to othars. A section of the Indian community,
in pressiog Lhemselves forward in this- matter, have
taken a very undignified step. We do not find, with the
exception of the German residents of the new Hanover
district, that the Eudropean or Native communities have
.considered it their duty to applaud the conduct of these
magistrates. We could understand the members of the
legal profession presenting addresses ‘in consideration
for the special and considerate treatment they had
received at the hands of the magistrates, but in no
case, 30 far as we are aware, bave they done so, These
" geatleman bave thought it sufficient to express their
feelings io a faw words at the * horse-shoe.” -And, be
it remembered, a lawyer, whilst conducting a case in
Court, is helped or hindered very much by the attitude
of the magistrate, and it would not be uareasonable-for
him to desire to cxpress mppreciation of help. If the
Indian community felt that a magistrate had done -
anything beyond his clear duty as a magistrate, it was
competent for them to invite him to a public function
at which all could attend and there, on behalf of the
community, give honour. to whom it was due, but .
oot.for a few persons to rush to the Court on the day
of relirement. At one place, we are informed, an
illumipated address, beautifully embellished, and en-
closed in a gold lrame, was presented -a few minutes
after the Magistrate had opened the letter confirming
his retirement ! We have felt it our duty to call:atten-
tion to this matter because we do not wish to see the
worship of officials growing in our midst. This is not
India and we do not want to introduce theold servility
into the fresher atmosphere of South Africa, In thus
somewhat severely condemning-the action of certain
Indians in the Province we do not say that they acted
in any way dishonourably, but what we do #ay is that
they could only represent themselves, and our advice
to others is that they should refrain from similar action.

A joint deputation of the African Political Organisa-
tion and the British Indian Association wsited on the
Administrator for the Transvaal on Monday last at’
Pretoriz with reference to the matter of the Johanaes-
burg draft Tramways Regulations. The deputation con-
sisted of the Rev. Chas, Phillips, Mr. A. M. Cachalia,
Mesars. J. W. Ontong; P Mulder, Thembi Naidoo and .

| Hy. §. L. Polak.

i



88

APRIL 14TH, 1915

. INDIAN

| A_ftef_ the. War

We bave great pleasure in reproduciog the follnwinﬁ
« Manifesto oo the European War," issued by th
Council of the Union of Ethice) Societies on behalf of
the British Ethical Movement +—

The horror of the war is with us al} the time. We
cannot rid ourselves of the thought ot it if we would.
There is not one of ns, probably, but has some relative
or dear friend whose life is being offered for his and
our country ; and it is the fine young men who go, those
with the vigour of life at full flood in their -veiny, and
with the promise of lite still unfulfilled.

To us, in the Ethical Movement, it seems that the
note that should be sounded now is one of protest
sgainst war as being wicked and seoscless. It is sense-
less because it solves 0o argument. The two things
are on diflerent planes and cannot be equated. The
physical thing, war, bas 1o rational relationship to the
spiritual thing, equity, and, therelore, the right or
wrong of an international dispute can never be deter-
mined by the process of war. The wickedness of its
waste of life, the desolation and heartaches it causes,
need no statement. <

. We do pot think that it is the time for us to discuss
the issues that led up to this war, nor the political

_questions iovolved. We honestly believe that our
country is in the right, and we will make any sacrifices
that we may be called upon to render in its support.

We think that our whole energy should be brought
to bear upon the reconstruction that is to
follow the war; and in the first place we should en-
deavour to build up a public opinign that will streng-
then the hands of the Allied Governments to secure
such peace termi as may reasonably be expected to
“prevent for all time a recurrencé of war. To this end
we advocate that the Peace Treaty that will close the
war thall secure, as an essential condition — _

(a) The establishment ol an [nternationa: Court of

Law to which, by agreement of all the pations
concerned, every dispute that cannot be solved
by diplomacy shall be referred and whose fadg-
ments shall be final. - In connection with this—

e

. {b) The reduction of armamentsto & scale to be agreed

-on, and the establishment of an
Police, and :

(c) The suppression or control, by State 'purch;se or

International

otherwise, of every private armarcents iactory in

all countries. '

- We believe that a Treaty that contained those three

provisions would satisfy the honour of ail the nations
and would secure the establishment of & permanent
peace. It was considered unlil quite recent times that
io cases of private dispute honout could be satisfied
only by the duel, yet duelling bas died out in England
and io most other countries, and points of dispute are
. settled by third-party arbitration, or by trial in Courts
of Law, and personal honour is satisfied. It will be
the same with nations,  .After two or three generations
have settled their disputeg, without loss of honour, at
an Interpational Court, all thought of reversion to the
stupid and antiquated method f" war will have died
out - ' R PR
The Peace should also provide that there shall be no
crushing of apy nation, great or small, and no attempt
to hand over a people against its consent! to another
nation. The spirit of nationality is unquenchable and
must be respected. To violate it is to pave the way
_fpr future wars.. The path ‘of projress is invariahly
slong the road of the development™ of the individual
nationality, Witbout this provision the prospect of a
lasting pesce is jeopardised, and, though war may be
averted, there will be a continuance of secret agitation
and unrest. . Tl s :
" It might not be advisable, for the present, to call
public meetings to advocate these proposals, but much
can be done by word of mouth, by articles and corres-
pondence in the newspupers, eod by individua! aod
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collective petitions to the Government ; and we urge
you, on bebali of humadity and in the cause of civilisa-
tion, to do all in your power to promulgate these views,

IU is mow, while the 1war 15w progress, that this ace
tion must be taken, Every lover uf peace show/d af

" once wride o his Memier of Farliament asking him (o
wreron the Gonernment* the inclusion of these ferms in

she Peace Treaty. To delay uill the conclusion of the
war may be to defeat the prospect of a World peace for
another ' hundred years. Militarism must be ended
with this presest war, or it will be at ovce succeeded
by & fresh competition in armaments, brioging
still greater burdens ouw the pesople. When at last

‘they can bear them no longer, snother and still

greater war will follow. There can be no finality to
this process of war and preparation for war. It is
insane and idiotic end must be ended now.

- We could not prevent the war, but we can endeavour
to prowide that out o the ruins . it has caused there
shall raise a nobler structure of humanity than the
world has yet seen.

=+ J. M. McGrraow, Chairman,
H. SNELL, Secretary, - N
ot the Council of the Umon of Ethical Societies.

The Tramway Fight:

Asiatics and coloured people are still taking ad- .
vantage of their right o asc the Municipal tram-cars
(says the Tramspaa! Leadery, There is daily some
little friction between them and Europeans, A mem-
ber of the Tramway and Lighting Committee, however,
informs 8 Lrader representstive that in the main there
is nothing to distutb of a character that cannot be ad-
justed by time and good temper. He {urther expressad

. the opinion that it was rather 2 pity that a recent Town

Council meeting took place just at the time it did, for
atteotion was focussed at it upon a phase of our social
life that he believed was promismug to work well. He
thinks that but for this locuss.ng the opposition would
have been smothered in the larger daily interests of
the people. How far this view of the question is shared
by the genera! public it is, of course, difficult to suy at
present, . P " T ;

At the present moment, it is a fact that Asiatics,
coloured people, and aboriginal patives have a legal
right to xit either insigde or outside a trum-car, and in
any seals they may select.  The by-luws that are await-.
ing the approval ur otherwise of the Provincial Council
wiil limit Astatics avd coloured people to five top
back seats, and will altogether eliminats the aboriginal.
pative. Speaking ol- the objection 1o aboriginals op
trem-cars, the Leader’s infuninant eapressed the opinion
that the wery people’ who were loydest against the
presence of choriginals were the first to kick up o tuss
if their houscboys and native gitls were not allowed
to travel, - As to the Asiatics or Indians, he considered
that these people had & strong mural and legal .clairg
to use the cars.. Many hot-headed Indians had wanted
to rush the trams immediately the Supreme Court's
decision in their favour was given, but wiser counsels

«prevailed The Chatrmen of;the British: Indian Asso-

ciation bad urged the moral and legal claim oo the
Tramway Comomittee.” In support of the moral aspect,
he asked: “Did you have to commandeer our meq

fot active service in this war? "No ; we oflered 50,000

troops, and will ofter as many more.” « . ~-'c .
" Asto trailers, our informant held that they. wonld
be useleys, as there could be no compulsion on Indians,
and coloured people to use them. He added that ten
new cars were buing put on the service, and all the old
ones were being overhauled at a.cost of about £30

| each, - Some of the new cars were already running,iand -

the resuits of the vote of over £10,000 for the imjiov?"
ment of the service would soon be spparent, - .7, . 4*

Undoubtedly there js a great diverpence of opinion
on the subject throughout the town sod the problem

} Ppromises to excite a Jarge amount ut interest,
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Mr.: Gokhale’s last Moments.
The Mahrathi daily newspaper Dmyan FPrakash,
which may be regarded as the organ of the Servants of
" India Society, mentions some . pathetic details of the
last moments of the late Mr, Gokhale.. On the 13th
Jaouary while attending: the iruitarian party organized
by him in honour of Me, Gandhi, Mr. Gokhale was
_suffering (rom 2o acute attack of cardisc asthma, and’
. could hardly remain there for five minutes, Asthma
and weakness of the heart were increasing. VYet, Mr
Gokhale kept himselt quite busy writing and receiving
letters up 10 the morning of the 1gth instant, On Fri-.
~ day eveaing, the (1gth) his life seemed to be trembling
in the balance, and he himself realized that \he end
" was near. He then began to bigd taruwell to his nume-
rous {riends and expressed great sorrow at not having
been able to finish 'bis work on the Public Services
Commission. He felt very much dejected at the idea
that he could not ‘personally deliver his last message
to all the members of the Servants of- India Society
sinre they were not all at the time in Poona. . His own
words were that his ‘atma’ would behovering round
- the Servants of India Socicty and would be immense-
ly delighted to see the work he started for “ Mother
India” was being carried oo ably by the membern ot

the Society. He hoped very strongly that his patriotic’,

countrymen would help the Society in every possible
.way. During the last few moments when life seemed
"0 be departing he was encouraging his . daughter and
" his friehds who bad. surrounded bim. .At last when
thetongue failed him he showed he was even theu fully
wonscious. . At 10-25 p.m. he breathed his last peace. .
_fully while seated io his chair. . 'Up to 1-30 p.m. the
" next -day thousands - of men came to bave a last
VDLI’!#MGL . ‘..‘- coe ."'\' . ‘ oy Aoy o
Ty e e =T .
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2"~ ‘The Response of India
* .Mr. Charles Roberts, M.F.. Under Seciretary of State
“for 1India,- visited . Shefficld on - Thursday evening

.

-{February z5th) and gave an address at the Victoria

Hall on “ The Revponse of India.," Mr. H. A, L.

Fisuer, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Sheffield, |-

presided,. and was supported by the Lord Mayor
{Councillor Q. C. Wilsun) and other leading eitizens. ",
Mr. Rorexts said that India's loyalty during the past.
six months bad left &n indelible impreseion upon Eng-, |
‘Jishmen, and that generous outpouring of bers would
pot easily be forgotten,: Ths Viceroy had told us that
no fewer than 200,000 men had been, or: wers. being,
withdrawn irom India for service in the various theatres |
of war,.. Thiat was no..small contribution of effective |
fighting force to our cause, and it was accompanied by.
o handsome money contribution™ | - Tt it B N
- There were twa points, he thoaght,” which had " their
‘influence on the attitude of the ruling chiefs.’ The

pledged word that Britain® gave ta Belgiumr bad also’ |

been given to guarantee their States ! and they felt in
a special sense their tie of -personal allegiance to their
Emperor, - India’a politicians had beon as uutspoken

‘and unéwerving in their support as the fighting races.: |

. At the Indian Natiooal Cougress, beld last December -
.in Madras, there was g fine scene of patriotic enthusibem
“whin the resolution ot loyal support was unanimously -
carried, : He would like to add & word of recognition
and thaoks ta those Indian students in England who

formed" themaglves into an wmbulance corpy and- ac- |

cepted the rough and tamble of war in order to render .
service 1o their wounded fellow-countrymen - . - :
b UEA Share in the Empire o

“The real inveroesy of the striking inanifestation of
loyalty was, he believed, io be found in the desire of
‘the Indian peoples that Indian soldiers should take
_purt in the war side by side with their British comrades.
The ygreat withdrawal of troops from India was proof
of the general trust and confidence which could safely

‘be reposed in the loyalty of the rlm-:lian people, aﬁd

' nothing that had occutred during the past seven

. months had in any degree betrayed that confidence,
Had Britain, as in the Boer War, regarded the struggle
a8 & sahib’s war in whick India took no part, that way
danger lay ; for it would have denicd India’s share in
the Empire of which she {orms part. "

He was constantly asked how had the Indian troops
acquitted themselves. The answer was that they had
acquitted themselves as those who kinew them best
expected of them. (Applause.) They had fought in &
far-lung line of battle ; and as to the spirit in which
‘they had tought, two Indians, as was known, had, for
the first time, won the coveted distinction of the V.C,

There were two further reflections he wished to make.
The outburst of loyalty was no cause of surprise, al-
though it was a source ‘of gratification, to those who
koew India best. But it must have been a real blow
to the pessimists who in recent years had exaggerated
what they called the apirit of Indian unrest. It was o
elementary blunder to confuse a small criminal revoln-

tionary group, whose crimes had sternly to be repressed,

with the coopstitutional agitation that pursued the
“changes it advocated by an appeal to reason and justice,
and loyally desired to work out those changes within
the framework of the Pritish Empire.. The war had
shown these things in their right perspective, -~
. - Certainly it did nothing to dissuade Englishmen from
their policy-of associating Indians with the work of
Government.- This wise policy had boroe good fruit in
the critical testing time. Everyone must see that it had
not reached its final stage. - He would not suggest any-
thing so absurd as to say that India, with its ancient
civilisation aad ite deep attachment to immemorial cus-

" toms, could be ‘treated as though it wes a brand-hew

Western State of the American Union. - But he tiusted
to the gnod sense of Britons and Indians alike gradually -
to work out a system of Government as an outgrowth
of . Indian traditions and adapted to Indian needs
‘which would in due time meet the legitimate aspira-
tions of India. o '

" Secondly, he would ask them specially to recognise

the admirable loyalty that had been shown by the
Maoslems of India.
a religious war, but a political war against the ambitions
of Germany for world-domination. Our Government
had given the pledge that the holy placen of the

selves, and had obtained the assent of our Allies to&
similar promise, while ruling Princes, like the Nizam
-of. Hyderabad, and 'leaders of Mahomedan thought
like the Aga Khan, had been unswerving in the

sagecious advice which they had given to their co-

- religionists; Ialam was not only & religion. It was &
eivilisation with a4 great past, a distinctive character,
_and a tradition that made its appeal to millions of men,
“and, whatever might be the political consequences to,
“Furkey ot its deplorable blunder, Islain would remain
aworldforce. . ._: " . e

.. "» - Reforms ﬁfter the War .. -

Tt was beiug asked in some quarters, why were not
immediate steps being taken t. meet Indian claimy?
Why were not practical grievances being settled out of
hand, such 2s those conaected with the Arms Act, the
Wolunteers, or the question of ‘commissions in the
Indian Armg? He bad no wish 0 put in & mere
" dilatory plea for delay. . But the immediate task was to,
concentrate all endeavours tor victory in the war- . [he-
" minds of statesmen aod administrators were too pre-
occupied for controversial discussion. Measures, even
it accepted in principle, often reﬂuired prolonged con-
‘sideration before the details could be properly adjusted.
It was ot iait to triendly critics, who might be entitled
o & hearing, to- stifle discdssion by an 1 to
.patriotism, but an appearance of discord and disunion
_should encourage

They plainly saw that this was not -

Mosiem faith should be immune from attack by our- .

the encmy. In Iodia the idea of &

truce for the time baing had been readily sccepted. 1t:

was not feally a .question, as it were, of rewarding
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adians for good behaviour. Indians themselves had
spudiated the suggestion. Something much more
mdameptzl was at stake, and that was the consolida-
ion of right feeliog betweon Britain and India, That
ight feeling should uot come s a mere wave of passing
.motion. It should crystallise intoa permanent attitude
@ mind. If that could be woa as the lasting outcome
M the war, public opinion ip this country would be
eady to adjust itselfl to such modifications as might
srove to be necessary in the Government of India, and
‘he solution of the practical problems would follow
iccordingly. There were obstacles enaugh in the way.
Let oot mere unregencrate colour prejudice and racial
feeling be added to them. Such persons as were
afflicted with that malady should, since the world was
wide, turn to work that would bring them in contact
with none but their own kith and kin. Once let Eng-
lishmen concede the reciprocal superiorities of different
races and the tree scope for outstanding ability, what-
ever the caste or colour or creed ot its predecessor
might be, gnd be did oot think Indians would need to
quarrel with them. )
-Would they allow him in passing to suggest that it
would be well if the Press and people generally would
give up talking about * natives” or “ natives of India”?

These expressions. were now felt io India to be dis- -

courteous, though he was sure they were often used
merely to dascribe those whose birthplace was India,
without qny koowledge that the phrase was disliked.

Indians and thé Empire
It was wide of the mark to suggest that Indians were

not a grateful people, or that the benelits of the British
connexion werg not recognised by them. -

There was, however, one point in the relations of*

India to the Empire which could not be regarded with
satisfaction. last year, under the British Nationality
and Status of Aliens Act, we established for the first
timie 8 ubiform citizenship for the whole British Empire.
But those Empire-wide rights did not include the free

admission to all parts of the Empire. The controi of

immigration was vested in the self-governing Domin- -

ions, and Capada and Australia practically made it
impossible tor Indians to enter their territories, which
‘the Dominions wished to reserve as white man's coun-
try. Recently there was serious {riction between the
South African Government and the irdiap settlers in
South Africa, though that particular difficulty had been
happily artanged by a practically complete agreement.
Let them hape that the settlement of one controversy
might {orm a precedeat ot good angury in other cases.
Ang here again the wir might be trusted to pave the
way to a better state of leeling, a greater spirit of
generosity, a larger sense of tug claims of the Empire
~ as g whole. A

The Hopes of the Future -

1 a speetti, delivered the other day in India, the
cothplainit was made that the Anglo-Indian bureaucracy
pointed out “ ne land of promise " 1o the people of
India. . Perhaps it was rather the tandency of adminis-
trators to get on with the job in hand, Yet trom the
very nature of the case he thought that the future of
India ofiered full scope-for the aspirations of its soos.
It was, as it seemed to him, a land where a growing
measure of seli-governinent in-accordance with the
special conditions of India was being progressively
worked “out as the fitness for sell-government was
proved, and the whole great :experiment” was like
nothing. that had ever existed before in the world.
Then, as it that were not enough, the war had opened
out uew vistes. India no longer was to live as she did
_in past ages, apart in her own world. Now,.and in the

 future, ber lite would blend with the main current ol
the world-movement, opening out into the central
stream of history ; and her soas before our eyea would
conaciously elaim their part in the common heritage of
the great Bmpire which, as we believed, stood for free.
BT 3 imbasnatimnel right. and which had been

truly said to be the greatest secular agency for grod
now existing in the wirld. Was the land of profiise
pot visible there ? (Loud applause.)

. On the motion of the Lokp Mavor, seconded by'
Colonel H. HtGHES, a2 hearty vote ol thanks was
passed to Mr. Roberts—/ndia.

P

Indenture System Unpopular

1n the course of his apnual review, the President of
the Umhlatuzi Planlers’ Association said that it was
noticed that native labour was fairly plentifol last
season which made up for the falling off in lodian
labour. As regards the latter, quite a change had taken
place. It would be noticed that very few indeed would
accept re-indenture, even although an advance was
offered them to do so, but prefurred to offer themselver
ag free labourers. With this growing dislike to the
indenture system the Indian would, as a field labourer,
be no better than the average native, as he would be
free to work as irregularly, roaming abnut Irom one
place and employer to another, which they were doing
_at the present time. The cause of this was directly
traceable to the abolition of the £3 tax, and to the
action of the immigration authorities in permitting
Indians to oblain free passages to India whenever they
chose to go.

Commenting on the above, the Nafa/ Mercury says .

 Natal labour on the Zululand plantations is said to
be fairly plentiful, thereby making up lor the shortage

. in Indian labour, With regard to the latter, it is quita
possible thai the situation has scarcely adjusted itsell.
One reason for this is that the Indians who are passing
out of indenmureé do not fully realise the effect upon
themselves of the Indian Reliet Act. There is an
evident tendency, however, for fime-expired Indians
to take an increasing advantage of the free return
passage facilities allomed them by the Government,
and rather less so, but still a copsiderable tendency,
fo re-indenture at higher wages, in view of 2 similar
privilege at the end of their contracts, The situation
seems to sum itsel{ up as being one in which the conay
planting industries might more closely apply themselves
to the economics of the fund ol indigenous labour at
their command,

News .in Brief

The Indians ot New Hanover presented an address
{ to. Mr. Boast, the Resident Magistrate, on his retire-
ment. ) N -

On the retirement of Mr. Clark, a Court official at
Stanger, the Indlan clerks presented him with- 4
walking-stick and a pipe, and to Mrs, Clark a basket
and umbrella, -

In the course of the preliminarry examination ol
Wessels Wessels and other rebels, a Basuto chiet stated
that a letter was addressed to him, signed by Wessels,
the first part of which reads as follows +—4 1 beg to
intorm you herewith we shall place 1o guards oo the
Basuto border, provided we are assured you and your
people will remain quiet. We wish to wage & war of
white against white and only in case the British ghould
arm coolies would we count upon your then very wel-
come aid.” - ,

The cool insolence of the above document and the
studied insult to Yadians appear to be characteristic to
a certain section of the Dutch population of South
Africa. : o
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