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INDIANS WITHIN THE EMPIRE

R. Satisi CHanpra Bawerpy, M.A, LL.D,

D Presideot of the United Provinces Congress

Committee, Allahabad, has addressed a mem-

orial to the Secretary to the Government of India in

the Department of Commerce and Industry oo the

position of Indiavs in Canada. We give below some
extracts,

The question ol the status of [ndans within the Em-
pire, brought into prominesce by the repressive policy
pursited by South Africa agaiont her Indian settiers, has
(snys the memorialy been seriously agitatiog the public
mind for a long time. It principally concerns the colo-
nies of Canada, Australia and South Alrica. The pas-
ning ol the Indian Reliet Act during the last session of
the South African Parliameat, and the promises made
by her statesmen ol a more considerate administration
of the laws affecting Indians have undoubtedly allayed
the bitterness that was aroused in this country last win-
ter, and enabled her Indian residents to bring the cam-
prign of Passive Resistance, oo which they were forced
to ooter, to an hooourable close, but my committee sub.
mits that the solution armrived at there caonot be
accepted by India as the last word of Imperial states-
manship on the question of the immigration of Indians
within the Empire, The situation is even less satisfac-
tory in Australia, In South Africa the understanding is
that the immigration laws will be 8o worked as to aljow
a lew Indians to enter the colony and settle there every
year, but in Australia they can be and are enforced in
such a way as to efiectually exclud€ all Indian immi-
grants. -

+ + . Indian immigration into Canada began in
1605, and in the course of a year about 6,000 Indians
landed on Caopadian soil. Their sumber at present,
however, is about 4,500. They live almost entirely in
the province of British Columbia and' all of them are
maley with the exception of three women who have been
allowed to enter as an act of grace, Ninety per cent,
of them are Sikhs, many of whom are retired soldiers,
‘Their occupations are manual labour and agriculture,
and by their sobriety and industry they have come to
OwD property worth about 24 crores in less than a
decade. .

It is painful to compare the stringency of the laws
against Indians with the consideration shown to the
Chigese and Japanese who somehow do
any of the evils that are supposed to flaw
Immigration,

from orienta!

oot produce -

No Indian may enter Canada, but four -

hundred Japanese are admitted annuaily on showinyg -
that they possess 5o dollers each in specie or negotiable

securities, while Lhe
limited numbers on
per bead. Again, aiter complying with the require-
ments of the law they can easily obtain paturalisation
certificates, but, strange to say, 00 Indian has yet been
able to do 0. Further they possess the right, equally
with European immigrants, of taking their wives, child-

Chinese can gain admission in un-

payment of a tax of 500 dollars '

ren and other relations with them, but in the case of
Indians only three women have so far been allowed to
enter and that too as an act of grace, The South
African Government refused to recognise Indian
marriages celebrated in accordance with the religious -
tenets of the contracting parties because Hinduism and
Mohammedanism permit polygamy, but in Canads the
Chinaman may have several wives and may live in
polygamous relations with all of them without any
protest on the part of the white inhabitants, while the
Indian who is a *monogamist by tradition ” ig not
permitted to ask his wife and children to come bear
him. The result is that the Japanese and Chinese,
who are the subjects of e foreign Government, are
admitted on eagy jerms, while Indians who owa allegi-
ance to the same King-Emperor are, in practice, entirely
excluded, It is & cruel irony of fate that British
citizenship should be a disqualification in Canada.

A deputation waited on the Minister of the Interior
on behalf of the Indians in 1911 to bring to his notice
the serious disabilities under which they laboured,
The Minister promised that their representation re-
garding the admission of their wives “shall be imme-
diately attended to, and the other parts also settled in
a just and straightforward manner.” But so far pothing.
has been done to redeem this pledge, nor is there any
sign of any action in the direction promised being
taken in the near iuture, - -

Having proved unsuccessiul in securing an ameliora-
tion of the condition of their brethren in Canada by

 their own unaided efforts, Indians paturally turn to the

Government of their couttry for help at this juncture,
‘I hey regard it not as a mere channel of communication
between India and England, but as their own Govemn-
ment, which is identified with their interests, which will
be their mouthpiece, and which, as His Excellency
the Viceroy was pleased to observe in his speech in
Council on the 8th September, will put the good ot
India, of which her material welfare is only a part
above all other considerations in framing its policies.
They gratefully acknowledge the support they have
received from the Indian Government in the past in
their efiorts to secure their just rights in the colonies,
The noble advocacy by Lord Hardinge's Government
of the cause of Indians in South Africa and His
Excellency's intervention to prevent the use of armed
lorce agaiost the untortunate passengers.of the & omagala
Harx are still fresh in tbeir minds, and they have the .
fullest confidence that they can count upon the same.
unwavering suppott in future.

" " There is a feeling among Indians that the ‘Colapies

have been influenced in their conduct towards Indians:
by the idea that the Government of India, being subs-
ordinate to the Government of Evgland, has no power -
to protect the interests of Indians and to obtain for -
them a recogaition of their just rights as fellow-citizens
ol the common Empire. Iundia is a dependency whose
affairs must be managed in accordance with the wishes
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of Great Britain, and, until lately the Indian public was
ignorant of the humiliation Indisns were subjecied to
outgide their country. Thbe Government of India was
therefore unable to sacure a proper heating for iis
representations. ‘The Colonies, oo (he other band, are
self-governing units with a strons and well-developed
public onipion behind them, ard coosequently with
the treedom to evact such laws as that public epinion
demands and the power to make their voice effectively
heard in the mother country. And conseious of this
advantage and the great influence they wield thereby,
in the counscls of the Empire, shey' have ustil very
recently, steadtastly ignored the wishes and sentiments
of the Government of India. But Indian pubhic opinion
bas in the meantime beeo growng, and, happily for
India, her noble Viceroy, Lord Hardinge, has read
the signs of the times aright and recognized the neces
sity of pressing for a just solution,

Immediate telief can and should be given to the
Canadian Indiaps by permitting their wivea ang childien
to join them, but the oply true and just solution of the
larger question iovolved would be to allow that all
tellow-subjects who own allegiance to the King-Emp=ror
should have the fullest freedom to establish themselves
in apy part of the EBmpire. This right is at present
enjoyed by Buropean-subjects alops, aond all that is
wecessasy i that it should be extended te Indians also.

The memorial cogcludes by saying that if equality
canngl, be secured for Indians on the basis of equal
rights, it is pogsible at least on the basis of common
disabilities. 1f Indians are reg:ived en a footing of
inferiority in the Colonies the Goveroment of Jodia
should impose cosresponding restriclions gnd disabilities
op Colopial immigrants into India.

t Tﬁp Late Mr. 'Gokhale and
T South Africa

India of the 26th Feb, contains a number of im-
portant memorial notices of the late Mr, Gokbale, and
it ig interesting to note therefrom the extent to which
the tate Mr. Gokhale’s work fcr and visit to South
Alfrica appealed to public imagination,

In its leading article, /ndia says :—

“ For racial arrogance he had no room ; for pitiful
acquiescence in disabilities nothing but scorn, Whether
in Iodia or in South Africa, he exhorted his country-
men to rise to the full level of their political manhood,
and spared no pains to win recognition of their ctairgs.”

His Excellency the Viceroy, Lord Hardinge, at a
meeting of the Imperial Legisia:ive Council, Delhi, on
the 23rd Feb. expressed the. view that the solution of
the thorny problem of South African immigration was
largely due te Mr. Gokhale's tac.ful statesmanghip.

In g memorial article by Sir Frenry Cotton, K.C.5.L,
he says :—*“F do pot forget the innumerable spheres of
labour Mr. Gokhale prescribed for bimself, and how
he toiled on behali of education in India and of his
fellow countrymen in South Africa.”

Phe Right Hon. E. 5, Mootagu, M.P. Chancellor ot
the Puchy of Lancaster, and formerly Under Secretary
of State for Indie, says :—*% Like al} men gitted with
the spirit of retorm, he was alwoys op the alert to un-
 earth and state’ the problems which others would be.
content to leave halt-hidden beneath the weight of
administrative machinery ; but it would never have
occurred Lo him to rest satisfied with the . baze state-
ment of the problem. The vital point in his view was,
to arrive at the solution, and to ' that end he would
bring to bear sl the resources of his fertite mind and
all the great influence of his personalty. Ifapy illys-
tration of his way of setting to. work were needed, we
turn most naturally, perhags*, to-his visitto South
Africa, the eftects of which, In view -of what has since
happened, may well be said to bz incalculable,” .

Mr, Mirza Abbas Ali Baig, C.3.F, the Mahomedan
member of the Council of India in London, writes :

“It was ap inspiring spectacle to see this high-souled

patriot hurrying to South Africa to bring abont some

amelioration in the lot of the Indians there, while the

;-flent!eu grip-of death was aiready tightening arcund
tm."”

Mr. D. A. Khare, late joint General Secretary of the
Indiap National Congress, writing on “ Mr. Gokhale as
a Stateswan,” says :—" He had succeeded ip inspiring
Eoglishmen of all parties with [ull confidence o his
loyalty, and the proposals of reform which he put for-
ward were invariably, thetetore, received with sympathy.
This was Mr. Gokhale’s greatest claim to admiration.
This position was exemplified in a very marked degree
when he was accepted, unofficiaily though it was, as an
interveper in the controversy between Indiaps and
Europeans in South Africa.  To my mind this phase
in Mr. Gokhale's political activity appraled more than
any individual attempt ol his in the direction ol reform,
This was the central idea which underlay all his work.}

What’s in-a Name ?

Though **a rase by any other name would swell as
sweet,” there is evidently much wore truth in the
provetb that “a good pame is worth more than a
golden girdle,” (says 4.£.0.} So it would eppear from
the reply given by the Minister of Lands in the House
to a question by Mr. Sampson. * I would also point
out,” said the Miunister, * that the figures given (the
extent of land purchased by Natives trom Europsauns),
are based upon the names of transferces, and if, there-
fore, any transfers have been passed to Natives who
have adopted European names, they are not included.”

Mcleod, who is proud of being an aboriginal native,
is, according to the statement of the Minister of Lands,
not a Native when he buys land, because he has a
Furopean . oame., How delightfully farcical! The
absurdity of the Coloured problem waa {urther exposed
by the Minister of Defence on the same day, when he
replied to Mr. Fichardt that ‘ no armed Natives or
Coloured persons were employed to assist in the sup-
pression of the rebellion.” Had General Smuts known
the ancestry of many of those who were on commanda
as well a8 we do, he would have qualified hig reply just
a little, ‘The Defence Force is full ot Coloured youths.
Indced, it would be a matter of impossibility to raise
a pure white corps, unless it were composed entirely
of men born outside of South Africa. '

During the past six weeks, 2 unique opportunity

- occurred lor an ethnological study as the various units

passed through Cape Town to G.S.W, Alrica. No ane
could mistake the Natal Contingents or the Johanoes-
butg squads. They looked aa il they were of “ pure
European descent,” at any rate as far ag Colour goes,
though we would not voueh for the purity of the blood
that Hows in the veins of every member. But as {og
the Transvaal and Free State burghers, the men who
had chased rebels, there coulda’t be the least doubt
that very mauy of them are descendants of African®
Natives. Their dark complexion, the kiok in the bair,
the bread flat nose—these all betray their ancestry
In the Bloembof Commando we espled a member of
the 4.2.0. 1o the Cape Province he appears on the
voters’ roll as a Hottentot.!* About twelve months age
he went to Bloemhol to try his luck oo the diggings.
On the autbrepk of .the rebellion he joived the com-
mando, and ig proud, so he told us, of having had an
oppostunity of serving his King and country. He
now in G.S.W. Africa, Of course, Willie—thus he is

- known to us—belonging now to the Botha Burghber

force, is & white man, though none of us would ever
mistake him for a European. There are hundseds of
Willies it the Burgher forces.

All this goes to show the absurdity of the Coloured
problem, and how difficult it is to classity South Africans
according to tbe colour of their skin. For the purpases
of the Natives Land, Act a Native is not a Native if he
bas. adopted a European name. For the purpose of
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chasing rebels a Colour:d man ie not & Coloured man
if he is so slightly inted that e may gct .0 the burgher
foices, though, as in the case of Willi, both bis parents
may be Coloured.

AT A A DA o T A Aot A I IO AU,

From the Editor’s Chair

?—«w HHAH R HARR KHIAAIHH A IO
PLURAL WIVES

M. PoLax has been officially notified that the Minister
will not consider iodividual applications lor adminis-
trative proleriiun of plural wives and their minor child-
ren, A period of six mouths frum the 13t March and
ouding the 315 Oct. 1915 18 given or the submission
of naraes to the Guveromunt, either through the local
orgunisutions or direct, alter which the Minister will
bt in 8 pomition to know how far, if at al'l, he can aﬂurfi
protection administratively for plural wives and their
mipor children.  We therefore  strongly recommend
those persuns who wish to avail themselves of thia
protection to submit their names and all detsils to the
Secretary ol the Juterior either through the local
organisations or direct.

STILL JQHANNESBURG TRAMS

We publish in thig issuc the report of a sumewhat
humuurous debate that took placa in the johannesburg
Town Council on the joth uitimo, We call the debate
humourous because it is quite clear, first that some
members of the Town Council ars absolutely incapable
of reulising what the lepal position is to-diy with refer-
ence to the use ol the trawms, in apite oi the arduous
eftorts of distinguished Counsel to din the legal facts
into their beads (we undersiand that this is practically
what happened at the recvol special secret session of
the Councily, and secondiy-by reason of the extra-
ordinary suggestion that the Europeans should boycott
the tram-cars. Mr. Mulvey certainly was under no
illusion on the paint, for he suggested boycotting al}
culoured persons so long as they rode the tram-cars,
and Mr, Allen, the Chairman of the Tramways Com-
mittee, who all along has seen the dangerous position
in which the Council might be placed by any iltegal
act oa its part, hastened to make the legal and actual
position quite clear, If Johannesburg Europeans would
really boycott the tram-cars, or even boycott coloured
persons because they use the tram-cars, we should hold
them in higher respect for their geouineness of fecling,-
though we should bhave mo great admirtion for their
intellectual gitts. But we are convinced that no such
thing will happen, and this for a number of TEas0ns,
principal among which are, first, that there is not
sutficient feeling on the question in the European
community ; secondiy, that that community is pot in
the least likelv to deptive itself of the convenigoces of
an excellent trammay service, and thereby cut off its
nose 1o spite its face ; thirdly, because Europeans are
30 largely dependent upon the services of non-Euro.
peaws that 2 boycott of the lagjer by the former is an
absolute impossibility. We have heard several sngges-
tions that violence might be used towards non-Euro-
peans, “coolies” for preference, we understand, by
Europeans, should these untortunate people determine
to exercise their legal rights.  We can ooly say either
that these threats are not seriously intended, or, if they
are, that they are uttered by persops ot a cowardly
natore who do not anticipate aoy retaliation on the
part of their victims, siniply because they are coloured,
Possibly were these victims Gurkhas there might ot
be %0 much talk of the usc of violence. It is again
asserted in some quarters, that the non-European sec-
tion of the public is not entitled to the same use of the
cars as the Europeans, bectuse they bave paid Bothing
* for their up-keep., They bave never had the opportonity.

Nat oply that, but 2 public service is a service for the
public, and pot for 2 selecied part of it which happens
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to Ls white. The Judges of she Supreme Court held
that vicw of the preteasions ¢f the Municipality and
we caruot impr ve upon . One thing is ebsolutely
certain, that the noa-European elements of the popa-
lation wili nou accept special cars or apy regulations
aliowing the Municipalily to set sside certzin portions
of tae cars for any section of the population, by name,
This 13 pure racial legisiation and intolerable. We
would warn our readers of one thing, that is, that _thg
community ia not in any way committed to apny limit
¥ (o the numhers who may be aliowed to ride on any
panticular tram-car. The number five, about which so
much fuss has been made, is gimply an arbitary num-
ber that has been selected jor purely temporary pur-
puses, in osder to cover the period beiween pow amd
the Administrator’s decision, baving regard to the fact
that the non-European seciions of the communuity have
of their owa accord decided 10 refrain io the mass from
usivg the cars during this period. We do not think
tbat aoything more can usefully be added to the dis-
cussion ai this stage.

f— -

Boksburg Bazaar Regulétions

In our issue of the 23rd December last, we published
correspondence between the Trapsvaal Brtish Indian
Association and the Government, on ths subject of
recent and proposed regulations affecting Indian
Locations in certain Transvaal towns, and we also
published ® brie: report of a test case decided in the
Transvaal Division of the Supreme Court with reference
to one of the Boksburg Regulations. It sppeared that
the Municipality was within its legal rights i1 making
permission to reside in the Location dependent upon
the turnishing ¢f+ information that it was om other
grounds undesirzble to submit, We ars now .able to
priat for our readers’ iulormation further correspond-
ence in this matier. .

On the 17th YFebruary last, the Acting Secretarp for
- the Interior repied to the Chairman ot the British

Iudian Associatiyn as lollows :— - o

“ With (urther reference to your letter of the 18th
December last on the subject of the Boksburg Asiatic
Baz.ar Regulations, I have the honour to inform you

respect to paragraphs numbered 2, 3 and 5, that the
Regulations werc duly approved by His' Excellency the
Governor-General in Council. The Regulations are

vince, and the lact that they were published in the
Proomcaal Gasetle does not render them witrs werss.
2. As to paragraphs 4,7, 8 and g, 1 am to say that
the practice ol employing Inspectors is not pew but
has been in vogue for_years past and without opposi-
tion. Experience has proved that it is advisable, in
the interests af the Asiatics themselves, and necessary
tor the purposes of the Local Authorities, that there
should be Inspectors in all Bazaars where Asiatics take
up therr residence in considerzble numbers, The hest
aviilable officers are selected and their appointments
are approved by the Government, who have further

L4

Were such occasion to arise; the Government would
avail themselves of the advice of the Registrar of
Asiatics who, as gou rightly admit in your letter, is a
- Union official vested with authority to enter a Bazaar
at any time and enquire into complaints that lessees or

you should, uncler these eircumssiances, refer to the
Inspecrors as ¢ antoerats? and
ally answerable to nobody’ is not understeod.

“ 3. Wil regard to paragraphs 10, 11, 12 and 13, 1
wou'd invite your altertion lo the preceding paragraph
ot tais letter. I wouid aiso poiat vut that Bagaary

- bave been estailished, at. considerable cost, for the
begefit of the poorer class of Asiatios, They are not
k compelied to reside thersin, but, whes they voluntaily

that your representations have received careful con-
sideration by the Minister who instructs me to say in

of a provincial vature, inapplicable to any other Pro- -

retained the power of cancelling such appelotment, -

residents may make against the Local Authority, That ’

‘ petty tyrants—pmactic- -
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do so, they are granted stands at low rentals and
sllowed to wrade. In the laiter respect they enjoy a2
monopoly as no person other than an Asiatic can trade
in a Bazaar and are even debarred from residing there,
In view of these facts, it is not unreasonable to expect
that accepted resideots should conform to Regulations,
framed for the proper control ot the reserved area,
which have been assented to by the Governor-General
in Couacil, - :

* 4. The Germiston regulations have not yet been
forwarded to the Government. They will be carefully
considered in the light of your letter and of this reply.”

On the a7th February, Mr. Cachalia again wrote to
the Acting Secretary for the Interior as under :(—

“ Your letter of the 17th instant, No. 26{27532 has
been placed betore the Committee of my Association,
and in reply thereto I am desired to thank the Minister
on bebhali of my Association for the careful considera-
tion that he has given to my Association's previous
letter of the 18th December last on the subject of the
Boksburg Asiatic Bazaar Regulations,

“The principal reason that my Association referred
to the fact that these regulations had been published
in the Provincral and vot the Umion Gazeffe was to
emphasise that in its humble opinion they were, whilst
being applicable only to this Province, of a nature
contemplated by section 147 of the South Africa Act,
and therefore within the jurisdiction not of the Pro-
vincial Administration, but of the Union Government.

“ My Association bas nothing to say against the
practice of employing Inspectors to supervise Asiatic
Bazaars in places where Asiatics take up their residence
in considerable numbers, of which practice it has been
aware [or séveral years past. What was objected to was
the vestig in these Inspectors of powers of a very
arbitrary pature with which, my Association'respectfuily
submits, they should not be vested. It is generally
known that the Municipaiities ot this Province, in
common with those of other Provinces, are endeavour-
ing more and more to obtain control over the Asiatic
residents within their respective jurisdictions, and

* bearing this tepdency in mind, my Association is
apxious that the Union Governmént shall realise the
strong objection that it has to the conferring of greater
or more extended powers upon Municipalities and
their officers who are in practice dependent upon them
and not upon the Union Government. Moreover, my
Association can quite well understand how difficult it
will be in the event of disputes between a Municipality
and the Indian residents within its ares, for tbe Regis-
trar of Asiatics, or any other Union official, to intervene
without creating very strained feelings on the part of
such Municipality—Boksburg is a case in point—and
whilst no doubt the Registrar will do whatever circum-
stances may permit, my Association ventures to submit
that experience will show that he will be unable, ip an
increasing degree, to interfere effectively om beball of
Ipdian complainants, My, Association, too, appreciates
the fact that the Union Government muist, in the nature
of things, become increasingly.chary of intervening in
jmatters that, by the corporations concerned, are regard-
ed as Municipal matters. The Indian community has
bad copsiderable experience of the difficulty of doing
more than tender advice where self-governing institutions .
have been granted. In practice, therefore, seeing that
the Local Town Council is near and the Registrar of
Asiatics is far, and knowing also that Municipalities.
have advantages in making their views heard over thode .
oj Indian residents or their representatives, my Asio-.
ciation feels that it was not going beyond strict fact in
referring to Jnspectors vested with the powers con-
ferred by the Regulations in'dispute, as ‘antocrats’
and *petty tyrants’—*practically’ answerable to no-
‘body.’ _ :

, 'J{Vith reference to paragraph 3 of your letter, for
all practical purposes the Indian residents of Boksburg
are obliged either to reside in the new Location or the
old, and as they can obtain no security of tenure in

‘ -

the old Location, the tendency would ordinarily be
for them to remove to the new Location.

“ My Association has no objection whatever to the
promulgation of regulations lor the proper control of

_an Asiatic Bazaar, but it claims that the regulations in
question go far beyond this and that there is absolutely
no reason why regulations of the type that have hitherto
been io force effectively in, tor example, Pretoria, should
bave been departed from.

“ The fact that these regulations have been aszented
to by the Governor-General in Council, renders it all
the more incumbent upon my Association to protest
against them, having regard to the lact that they were
g0 assented to without the Indian community being
heard on the subject, and the Union Government will
no doubt remember how important a factor the question
of coosultation was in the late Passive Resistance
Struggle.

“In these circumstances, my Association earnestly
trusts that the matter will be re-considered by the
Government in due course.

# My Association learns with appreciation that the
Germiston Regulations, when forwarded to the Govern-
ment, will receive careful consideration in the light of
the representations that have been made by it.”

On the 8th March a reply was received, stating that
the matter was receiving consideration.

On the 24th March the following from the Acting
Uoder Secretary lor the Interior was addressed to the
Association :— )

“* With reference to your letter of the 27th uitimo
regarding the Boksburg Asiatic Bazaar Regulations, I
have the honour to inform you that the correspondence
that has passed vn the subject has been reconsidered,
but the Minister regrets he is unable -to depart from
the decision already conveyed to you.”

The Tramway Fight

The Rand Daily Mar! and Transpaal Leader of the
313t ultimo contain reports of a meeting of the Johan-
nesburg Town Council, the previous evening, at which
the tram question was the main topic for discussion.
In order to give as complete a report as possible we
amalgamate the two. )

At last night's meeting of the Johannesburg Town
Council, the Chairman of ‘the Tramways Committee
(Mr. T. F. Allen) was bombarded with questions anent
the departmental instructions to allow Coloured people
and Indians to ride on the Municipal trams.

v Mr, Treu asked by whose authority Coloured people
were to-day travelling on the trams, (Hear, hear.)

Mr. T. F. Allen (Chairman of the Tramway and
Lighting Committee }: I gave that authority.

Mr. Trew: By whose authority did you give those
instructions ? . '

Mz, Allen : I took the responsibility of issuing the®
notice.

- Mr, Treu thereupon
Courcil. o

Mr. Young asked il Mr. Allen were aware of the fact
that on Saturday five coloured people boarded a Yeoville .
tram, with the result that every European on the car,
left it. )

Mr. Allen said he was not aware of that, :

* Mr. Mulvey: Isn't it a fact that coloured people are
_travelling on the trams by an order of the Supreme’
: Gourt of the country? '

'Mr, Allea: That is so.

we e 0%

cifite from. .
~ +  Difficult to Keep Cooal i

The ;djoumment of the Coupcil was again moved, -
and Mr. Treu said that at its last meeting the Council
moved certain resolutions which had to be sanctioned

rﬂu":ed the adjournment of the

{
‘That is where my authority :

by higher authorities betore they could become iaw.

s
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When the Finance Committee was sitting, the Chair-
man of the Tramway and Lighting Committee came in
and, saying that there was trouble brewing, asked if he
might take legal advice.  This was agreed to but no
action was authorised 1o be taken in a matter of so
serious & kind as this,  But action had been taken, and
it now appearcd that inmructions to the tram conduc-
tors were already in the making a dsy or so helore the
incident he had mentioned,  He could only now draw
sttention to the sericusness of the step taken by the
(hairman and Vice-Chairman of the Tramway Com-
mittee, The right thing was to have called the C'oug-
cil together in committee in a case of dithculty, This
matier touched & very soft spot in the bosoms of many
prople in Johannesburg.  He was not guarrelling with
the law, but be heid that the Chairman of the Tramway
Committee should bave taken the Council into _hu
cunfidence and obtained its consent to whatever line
of action he propoted 1o taken in 50 serious a matter.
It was difficult to kecp cool, but he had to say that it
wan wrong lor a mun who came from overseas, and
who did pot know the traditions of the people oi the
Transvanl, to break those traditions ruthlessly and
without consulting his lellow-members on the Counecil,
lHe did not speak with animus of thuse who came from
cisewherw, but they should wake into their confidence
those who were born in South Africa,  The majority of
the Council would then decide upon a policy, and
cveryone would obey,

A Wrong Start

But a wrong start had been made, and he had no
hesitation in saying that the people of Jobannesburg
av a whole were not satisfied with this business, There
was evidence that on Monday the instructions to the
tran conductors were being considered, and. on Tues-
day it was decided to consult & committee or the law-
yers. There wag no npecessity to rush the matter
through in five minutes, with the result that a hornet's
nust hud been raised. However, if the Council should
sufler, the blame was not his (Mr, Trew's). .

Mr. Hugo seconded the adjournment of the Council,
which, howevar, was lost by a Inlrge majority.

Mr. Partridge asked the Chairman of the Tramway
Committec if it was on an order of Court that the
Council should carry Indians on the cars or that pro-
vision be made to carry them, and that the Council
liad passed by-laws making provision which had not
been agreed to by the Provincial Council

Mr. Allen held that this was purely a legal question.
However, it waa a lact that the existing by-laws which
excluded Coloured people from trams were w/fra pires,

Mr. Mulvey asked if Mr. Partridge were not aware
that ot a meeting of the Council in committee two
eminent counsel said that there was no power to stop
Coloured people travelling on any part of the cars,

Mr. Allen said that such advice had been given but
there_had been no opportunity of advertising it,

Mr, Hugo: Why oot keep them off the presant cars
and provide Indians with special ones?

Conductor’s Powers

Mr. Allen: A conductor has no more power to put
oft a coloured man then to put oft a white man.

Mr Scott: And didn't the High Court, after saying
that the by-laws were w/rrg wires, ask the Council to
make provision for Coloured people ?

Mr. Allen : No. -

Mr. Deys asked what policy the Tramway Comaittee
1atended to pursue in the future in dealing with white
and black.

Mr. Allen: As soon as the by-laws are asse
shall be able to deal with the mat{er. passed we

Mr. Deys: And will they see that trailers are
to cars mstead of haviog coloured people travelling
among whites

Mr, Allen ; We will certainly consider it.

Mr. O'Hara: Isn't it a fact that the circular fssued

added. -

i

to tram conductors on Tuesday night was different
from the one prepared on Monday ?

Mr. Allen: It is altogetber different.

Mr. Light : Apd if trailers are put oo, will that en-
able us to keep coloured people off the trams ?

Mr. Allen : Pronided the Provincial Council and
Parliament are williog to agree to those by-laws.

Mzr. Parridge: Iso't it a fact that Indians and Col-
oured people have positively refused to use trailers, if
they are put on ?

Mr. Allen : Up to the present they have, o

Mr. Deys: But that is not binding on us. Iso't it
sufficient if the Council simply provides travelling faci-
lities for them ? -

Mr. Allen: By-laws have to be passed giving us
power to compel them to ride on the trailers, Bylaws
were passed some weeks ago to put five Indians on
the back seats but they have not been passed by the
Provincial Council and Parliament. :

Mr, Partridge asked if the damage was not done last
week before the committee were copsulted. 7

Mr. Allen: No damage was done. The laws of the
country were complied with, if that is damage.

Indifferent Europeans

Mr, Deys: In view of the statement that the Chair-
man considers trailers unsatisfactory, isn't it his opinion
that if he does not clearly divide whites and blacks, the
trams will be boycotted by the white people ?

Mr. Allen: There isa possibility, although, in my
opinion, it will not be so. I don’t think the white
people are sufficiently bound together to boycott the .
trams. ' :

Inreply to Mr. O’Hara, Mr. Allen said that the
trailers that were were once put on southern suburbs
cars for coloured people were a failure because the
Council had no power to compel coloured people to
use them. ‘

At a later stage Mr.” Mulvey moved the adjournment
of the Council io order to make the position clear.
There was not a single councillor present, he said,
who wanted to see the coloured people mixing with
the whites, Certainly there was not one on the Tram
Comamittee. They had been told that the chairman
took upou himself the responsihility of allowing the
Indiaps to travel. That was not true. The chairman
had no option in the matter whatever, He had
nothing to do with it. They had before them the
opinion of two eminent counsel that they had no power
whatever to keep Indians or Coloured people off the
cars 50 long as they were clean. He petsonally felt a
little bit sore at pot being consulted, but he was quite
satisfied that no other course could be adopted. He
was quite prepared to forgive the chairman for a
circumstance over which he had no cobtrol, It was
ridiculous to talk of special cars and trailers, etc. The
remedy lay with the people of Johannesburg them-
selves. " He heard with pleasure that because five col-
oured people boarded a Yeoville car the whites got out,
Good luck to them. But, alas! they would see other
good peoplé of Yeoville riding in motor cars and traps
beside Kaffirs. His system of boycotting them was
quite different. They had 14,000 Coloured and Indians
in Johannesburg. If they had to run special cars for
that small section of the people it would be a bad .
busioess for the council. Out of these 14,000 at least
10,000 of them lived on the whites, They directly got
their living from the whites. They never dealt among
themselves, but always with the whites, His way ot
conductivg the boycott would be that the whites should
‘boycott the coolie and give him to understand that as
loog as he (the coolie) travelled in their cars they
would have nothing whatever to do with him, There .
would soon be no Indians left. But let it be clearly.
Anderstood that the Council had no power in this:,
matter whatever. - i i
i The discussion ended withquk. oy resolution being.
submitted, o ECARE : '
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Tribute to Paséiye Resistance |

Mr. G. A. Natesan; the Editor of the Jadian Rerveew,

writes ont " Mr. Gandhi’e Home-coming ” in the Tanuary
number of that interesting monthly, We give below a
summary of the article, deleting some portions which,
though suitable for the Indian Rewvsew, are, owing to
their personal references to the “central figure,” not

seasonable for reproduction here :(— . :

It was at a surpreme moment and at 3 most critical
juncture in the history of the South African Indian
question that Mr. Gandhi, for the first time perhaps
in the history of the world, resolved to employ tha
* weapon of passive resistance to win the struggle in

which be and his countrymen had thrown themselves
heart and soul. It was a bold and vaprecedented step
which Mr, Gandhi took at the moment, He and his
countrymen were to fight the plutocracy of gold hunters
in South Africa pot with vituperation, not with violence,
pot with organised riots and revolutions but by the
* supremacy of soul-force. The soul res.stance of Indians
was pitted against the brute-force ol the Whites in
South Alrica.
hundreds and thousands retused to obey the law and
suffered in their own persons the consequences of
- such disobedience, and the spectacle afforded India
and the world a magnificent example of seli-denial and
suffering in their own persons for the sake of a peace-
‘tul and orderly agitation . . . , ,

Mr. Gandhi and his brave band. .. . . . . have
asserted the right of Indians in South Africa to be
consulted in all matters aflecting their weliare and,
more thao- all, have made the authorities remember
that an Asiatic has rights and that the British Indian
subject carries with bim the elementary rights of British
citirenship, and even a selfish band of Colonizls are
bound to respect them to some extent at least. .

The thousands of Indians who have obeyed him
(Mr. Gandbi) readily without a murmur and who were
ready to follow him wherever he desired, were not
educated ip any sense of the word. They were poor

 men, born of the people, brought up among the people,
purening their peaceful and bhumble avocations among
the people—as barbers, washermen, hawkers and
traders. Neither B.A.'s nor M.A's of our Universities,
kpowing nothing of the liberalism of Lord Morley, the
radicalism of Joha Stuart Mill, or even of the advanced
so¢ialism of Mr, Lloyd George, and indeed nover
having read even a singie syllable about the elementary
rights of man or of Iiberty, equality and fraternity, at
the call of duty and under the guidance of a siogularly
poble soul, they were ready to throw themselves in the
midst of a struggle which involved untold sufferings
. and upmentiondble humiliations. Several homoes were

- rendered desolate, several trading conceros were closed

or tompletely ruired. And yet. nothing wouid daunt
them, nothing would pievent them from pursuing the
path of duty which had been pointed out to them by
their hosoured leader. Long, trying and painiul was
theif suffering and yet how willingly they subjected
themselves to every kind of trouble | The very thought
- 'of the heroism and fortitede displayed by these brave
and simple people makes the proudest mmongst us
blush. They fought, they resolutely and bravely fought
for the honout and the good name of their race and
their country. . . . . . . .

The present is perhaps not the fistest opportubity
to discuss in detail the large and the still unsolved
question of the positios of Indians in the British
Colonies. Does or ddes nat the Indian carry the right
ol British Indian citizenship wherever the British- flag
floata 7 Thie is the problem to be faced boldly and
honeatly in the mesr future. In so far a» the 1ssus
raised by Mz, Gandhi in South Afrida has been setled
amitably, in 8 manper honoursble eiike to both the

_parties, India haw every reason to fec! proud of the
at and noble ashlevements of Mr. Gandhi awd his
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Indians_who joined the struggle in |
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Mr. Gekhale’s Successor

Poopa, February 27,

The Secretary of the Servanis of India Society has
issued the following statement to the press:—In ac-
cordance with the -Jast wish ol the late Mr. Gokhale
the members of the Servants of [ndia Society assembled
at the head-quarters in Poona soop aiter his death and
have during the last lew days been engaged in making
the arrangements rendered necessary by that unexpected
and lamentable eveol. As the first member Me,
Gokhale has under the constitution beld the direction
of its affairs in his own hands for life. But irom the
beginning he had foreseen that after him the members
might perbaps find it more convenient to appoint a
President for a limited period only and provision had
been made in the constitution to that efiect, Under
this provision the members have resolved that the
Hon'ble Mr. V. S, Srinivasa Sastri, senior member of
‘the Madras Branch of the Society and Additional
Member of the Madras Lerislative Council, should be
their President for three years, Mr. Gokhale bad ex-
pressed a desire that Mr, Gandhi should also be asked
to attend the deliberations. Accordirgly be and Mrs.
Gandhi have been staying with the members since the
zznd instant. Aftxr much deliberation it has been
decided that owing to certain differances of view, at
Mr. Gandhi's own request and conformably to Mr.
Gokhale's intention, he should tour round the country
for opé year under Rule 17 of the coostitution before
the question of his joining the Servaots ol India
Society should be finally settled,

————

News in Brief

Lord Curzon was asked to give a message to the
Daily Graphe tor its New Year symposium on
* Brotherhood of Empire, shoulder to shoulder for the
freedom of the world,” and he writes :— ’

“ Our people from over the seas have given to us of
their best in our hour of peril. What shall we give
them when the danger is overpast? That will be the

. test and measure of our gratitude.”

On the occasion of the retirement of Mr. B, .,
Clarepce, Chiet Magistrate of Pictermaritzburg, an
illuminated address aod silver tea-set were preseuted
by the Mahomedan cammunity. .The address expressed
regret at the retiremeot and thanks for the impastial
mavaer in which he bad conducted the affairs at the
Court. The address was the work of Mr, A. K, Seepye.

b

The Indians of Dundee did a sintilar honbur to Mr.
J. W. Cross, Magistrate, who ib retiring under the kge
Nmit,

Messri. G. A. Natesan evd Co., Madray, have re.
published their briel * Life and Career ot the Hon.
Mr. G. K. Gokhale, " at four abbas per copy.

In the House of Lords Lord Kitchener paid a tribute
to the galtantry of the Iodian troops, and read the
following eongratulatory message, which Field-Marshal
French had asked him to transmit to the Viceroy of
India: *“.I am glad to be able to say that the Indian
troops under General Willcocks fought with great
gallantry and marked success in the caplure of Neuve
Chapelle, and in the subsequent fighting, which was
very severe. Their losses were heavy, but pothiog
dauated them, Their tepacity, courage and endurance
wers admirable, and worthy of the best traditions of
the soldiers of India.”-
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