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fTRAM REGULATIONS PASSED

HE Johannesburg Town Council considered the
T report of the 'ramway Committee in regard to
the new regulations oo the 7th instant and, after

some discussion, the regulations were adopted.

On the 4th instaot, the following Memorial was ad-
dressed to the Tramways Committee of the Johannes-
burg Town Council :

The Memorial of the undersigned, representing the
Cape Coloured Population of Johannesburg, and the
Transvaal Hritish Indian Association

WirngyskTH As FoLLows:

1, The firat eight undersigned have been appointed

a deputation by the Johannesburg Cape coloured

" community, and the last six by the Transvaal British
Indian Assuciation, to place belore you the objections
of their constituents to the dratt Tramway Hy-Laws
now belore the Town Council.

2. Your Memorialists desire to point out to you
that they represeat respectively two of the most
responsibls sections of. the non-European element ol
the population of Johannesburg.

3- They also desire respectiully to remind you that
the Johanoesburg Municipality represents ot only the
European or white inhabitanta of the town, but all the
inhabitants of Johannesburg,

4. The non-white inhabitants are entirely disiran-
chised, and your Memorialists venture to urge that
the representatives elected to the Council by their

- white tellow-citincns are in honour obliged o regard
themselves as, in & special degree, trustees for those
who have been devied the privilege of the Municipal
Iranchise, notwithstandiog that these are, directly or
indirectly, ratepayers who have hitherto been denied
any of the advantages of certain municipal enterprises,
to whose support they contribute often proportionately
above their means, ss, for example, the municipal
tramways.

5. Your Memonalists veoture to remind you that, as
lung ago as 1906, their constituents successfully con-
tested in the law-courts ol the then Transvaal Colony
the Municipality’s right to. differentiate against them
upon racial grounds in the then Tramway By-Laws and,
RS & consequence, the Town Council of the day secured
the assent of the Governor to the present regulations,

at a time when large pumbers of your Memorialists’

constituents were engaged in a struggle against the
whole principle of racial legislation and were accord-
1ogly unable to take effective steps to test the validity
of the regulation then promulgated.

6. They felt, however, that clause No. 33 ot these
-tegulations was undoubtedly wifra vires, in that the
pawers coolerred upon
whereof the
mulgated, did oot include the ‘right to make rucial
difierences between the users of the ordinary municipal
tramway service, and in this view they have been
supported by the decision ot the Transvaal Provincial

. the Municipality, by virtue
said regulations purported to be ‘pro-

Division of the Supremse Court of South Africa. Your
Memorialists have moreover been advised that had the
Council proceeded with its appeal to the Appeliate
Division, the decision of the highest judicial tribunal
io South Africa would have sustained the decision of
the Transvaal Provincial Division. ~ .

7. ¥t has now beea judicially held that Clause 33 is
ultra vires, and that your Memorialists’ constituents
have a complete legal right, on the same conditions as
white passengers, to make the fullest use of the ordinary
tramcar service, '

8. The new draft clause 33 does not, in lact, amend
the clause that pro fanfo has -been held to be witra
pires ; it seeks, on the contrary,to validate the racial
distinction and probibition that the Couacil bas un-
lawiully effected doring the last eight years. In other
words, it seeks to create a tresh racial disability.

9. Your Memorialists respectfully contend that the
Council has no legal power to make racial distinctions
of this character in Municipal By-laws and veoture to
protest emphatically against the draft regulations as at
present framed. _ ’

10. Apart, however, from-the legal powers that the

& ai the G.P.O. as & Newspapsr .

Council may possess, your Memorialists venture respect-

fully to urge that to make such racial distinctions is
unwise, ungenerous, and unjust—unwise because it but
serves to exacerbate the susceptibilities of a_sorely

tried section of the citizens of Johannesburg, who are .

legitimately endeavouring, for their own self-respect,
to maintain the principie of non-racialism in legislation
and that of consultatien in all matters vitaily affecting

" their interests, having regard to the fact that they are
disiranchised and otherwise voiceless; ungenerous,

having regard to the restraint that they have imposed
upon themselves at a time when they might have taken
the fullest advantage of the rights that bhad been
accorded them by the Court, and when the Council
itselt sought to withdraw its appeal to the Appellate
Division upon conditions that were agreed to by your
Memorialists’ constituents principally with ‘a view to

demonstrate their desire to conciliate public opinioa. .

in their struggle fc1 recognition; unjust, becabse it
deliberately attempts to evade the consequences of the
Supreme Court’s decision, to re-impose racial penalties
which have been removed after several years' unlawful
enforcement, and to deprive the coloured citizens of
this town of the privileges that they pay for at a rate
frequently in excess ot'that paid hy large numbers of
white citizens,

11, Your ‘Memorialisis bave noted that coloured
persons have glways been permitted to travel upon the
tramcars provided that they accompanied their white

"employers or were 1o charge of the latter’s children.

Io others words, the objection has not been to coloured-
persons as such, especially of the servant classes, but
to coloured persons of independent means and pre-
sumably with a greater stake in the Municipality and a

greater seli-respect. Your Memorialists regard this
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range exceplion as a significanl commentary upon
nopular racial prejudice and as tendiog to indicate a
zreater degree of tolerance on the part of the white
iravelling public then they are witling to credit them-
selves with,

12. But having due regard to the force of public
opinion which, as hereinbelore meptioned their cop-
stiluents are most anxious to conciliate, your Mematiai-
ists veplure to urge most earnestly a middle course
which, without ofiending the susceptibilities of anyone,
gives to the Municipulity all desired powers,

13. In Durban, where a large Indian population
habitually uses the municipal tramcars, racial friction
is avoided by empowering by regulation tram conductors
to require any passenger to accept any geat that may
be indicated to him, Refusal to do-sc involves a legal
penaity. The regulation ls of a geperal character,
applicable alike to white and coloured passengers.
It gives equal opporiunities to use the grdinary tramcay
services, aud no real gense of injury Iy felt by any
section of the population. In practice suitable seats
on the top of each ordinary tramcar are used by
ealpured passengers, and as the practice is generally
recognised, {riction in avoided, Your Memorialists
therajore suggest that the pew dreft clauee 33 be with-
drawp and replaced by a clause on the lines of the
Durban regulation hersinbefore referred to, which,
together with the powers (which may even be strength- -
ened) already possessed to exclude from tramcars
persons who are unclean or ill-behaved shauld give to
the Municipality all necessary powers. .

14. Your Memorialists' canatituents vigorously pro-
“test against the proposal to set aside special tramcars
for their use. An experiment of this kind bas already
been tried by the Municipality and has failed because,
as & measure of self-respect, they declined to use them,
and they have resolved again to refuse to use them
ghould the experiment, which they regard as a racial
insult, be tried again. The same objection, too, lies
against the use of trailer cara, The coloured population
ol Johannesburg refuses to tolerate the suggestion that
it is an outcast community uafit eatirely for even
accidanta! contact with their white fellow-citizens, And
jt- will be seep from the Durban example, that it is
not, in practice, and still less in theory, necggsary to
reserve by placard or by regulation special portions
of cars.

15. Moreover, the coloured population ¢laims to be
entitled in law to the same facilities of tzavel on the
tramears as thoge enjoyed by the white population, and
the setting apart of special cara and of trailer cars for
thair use, which is bound to be canfined to certain
routes and at irtegular intervals, wovld deprive them
of their present legal rights, :

16. It was also suggested, in Durban, that, in order,
on certain routes, ta avoid congestion, second class
oars might be vuo at reduced fares for the use ol the
poorer elements of the population without regard to
race. ‘In Johanpesburg, such cara, if run, ae an, adjunct
ta the present cars, but not ip substitution for them,
would ordinarily be used by the poorer sections of both
the coloured and white pepulations, -

17. Inconclusion, your Memorialisis venture respect-
fully ta urge that, &t a time when racial divisions are
in the melting put, when all classes of citizons are
united to do their duty for the common bevefit, when
warmer relations exist amongst all- sections of the com-
munity, and when there is a growing desire to render
aven justice to all tax-payers, it is highly undesirable
to thwart the increasing selt-respect of the coloured
population, to offend their very sensitive susceptibilities,
to give them a new aud a deeply-felt grievance, to
rob them of the fruits of a long and bard struggle in
which they have made many heovy sacrilices, to daprive
them of confidence in the sense of justice of their
European fellow-cilizens, and 1o awaken them lo &
determination to secure redress by sl legitimate means.
1f by mutual coacession and co-operation the desired
end can be secured your Memorialists are sure that
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the Couhgil will accept this means of a permanent
settlement of this vexed problem rather thaa invite a
long and bitter controversy.

.Dated at Johannesbuerg this sth day ol March, 1915,

Signed by W, Fearnuean, Rev. C. Puitiirs, Rev.
. Roners, M, J. Koormaw, C, P, Murvik,
J. W. OuTone, 8. K, LEreur, A. M. CacHALIA,
AMmov Moosaser, N, A, Cama, 8 B, MeoH,
J. Roverren, C. K, T. Nanoo, and Hy. 8. L.,
PoLak. ) !

The signatories to the Memorial waited upon the
Tramways Committee in the Committeg Room at the
New Town Hall gn the. 5th instant. Mr. Fearghead,
who was the Solicitor in the Tramwaya test case, intro-
duced the subject-matter that the deputation had come
to discuss, and was tollowed by Mr. Polak, the Rev.
Chas. Phillips, and Messrs. C. K. T. Naidoo, J.
Royappen, and Lepere. The Chairman notified the
deputation that the matter would be considered at the
next meeting of the Tramways Committee.

The foltowing letter has been received on bebalf of
the members of the Deputation, by Mr. Polak, from the
Town Clerk, dated the 11th March :—

With referance to your letter of the gth instant and
the accompanyiog Memorial, on the above subject,
I have the honour to inform you that the Tramway
and Lighting Committee, after careful consideration of
the representations made by the Deputation which
attended the Committee on the gib instant, decided
to allow the amendments t0 the Tramways Bye-laws to
go forward to the Couacil in the form in which they
were advertised. The Council has adopted the amend-
ments as passed by the Comumittee. I am, however,
forwarding to the Administrator, along with the pro-
posed amendments to the Bye-laws, a copy of the
Memorial which accompanied your letter under reply.

The following letter has been addressed to the
Johannesburg presg :— :

At Tuesday's meeting of the Johannesburg Town
Council % momentoys decision was reached, namsly,
to recommend to the Administrator certain new Tram-
way Regulations dealing with non-white passengers.
We are unable to discover whether, before the Council
camg to that decision, it had been officially informed
by the Chairman of the Tramway Committes that he
had received a Memorial on behalf of the Cape Col-
oured people of Johannesburg, and the Transvaal Brit-
ish Indian Association strongly protesting againgt these
draft regulatioos and that a deputation consisting of
ourselves and others on bebalf of these sections of
the citizens of Johennesburg < had waited upon
the Commitiee and had made an earncst appeal for
fairplay for them on the part of the Town Council,
Apparently cur efforis have feiled and the pleas of the
aon-European population of Jobannesburg have been
ignored ; but we now appeal from the Comamittee and
the Council to the geperal public and request you
kindly to publish the text of our Memerial for geaeral
information. A number of matters emerge from 8
cansideration of that document among which are the
following :— .

(1) The Council has ngyer had legal power (o ex-
clude non-Europesns irom the (ull use of the
ordinaty tram-cars ; .

(2) The Council is now endeavouriog to create &
racial bar as to the use of thesa cars which bar

_ has never bitherto been lawiul ;
(3) Sioce last August when the Supreme Court’s
decision was given in their favour the non-
* Eurgpean sections of the community, with a
view to arriving at @ settlemcot satistactory to all
parties, have, of tbeir own accord, retrained from
exercisiog their legal rights with reference to the
use ot tram-ears. -
{4) The non-European sections of the community

will fight every inch of the way to prevent effgct
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being given to this dishonest attempt to rob
them o 2 1ight that the Courts bave declared
them to possest. . o .
(1) A method of satisfying racial prejudice has been
indicated that has been found to work reason-
ally well elvewhere and that ought, in common
deccncy, to have been given a fair trial here.
It cannot justly be said that those whom we
have been appoioted to represcot have not been
conciliatory to a degree; even in the tace of great
provocation from the Council, which has thraugh-
out acted in @ mean sod contemptible spinit
towards non-whitas in the Municipality,. We are
bound to say, with regret, that the Council has
ruitsed & great opportunity to redecm its mistakes
of the past, and has recklessly invited trouble
for the {ulure that cap only render the relations
of the various sections of the community less
harmonious by lar than it j8 necessary for them
to be.—We are etc., .
Cuas. Puutars, J. Rocess, Cwas, P
MuLoer, N. A. Cava, S. B. MEDH, A M.
Cacuaiia, C. K. T. Naipoo, J. ROVEPPEN,

Hy. 8. L. PoLak ™%

At a mesting of the Committee of the British Indian
\nsoclation at which the Rev. Chas. Phillips, the Rev.
. Rogers. Messrs. Mulder and Maal were invited to be
sresent, it was decided to enquire by telegram trom the
\dministrator whether he would receive a joint deputa-
ion to protest against the By-Laws as amended. A
oply has now been received atating that the proposed
mendments to the Jobannesburg Tramways By-Laws
re to be submitted to the law advisers for their
)pinion mod that on receipt of their reply the Adminis-
rator will be pleased to receive a deputation on = date
o be arrangad later.

IN MEMORIAM
NE learn with deep regret of the death of Di. Aghore-

nth Chattopadhyaya. The deceased was the father
»f the distinguished Indian poetess, Mrs. Sarojinj
Najdu to whom, and to the other members of the
lamily, we desire respectlully to tender our deep sym-
pathy. Mrs, Naidu's father was 8 distinguished scholar
of the Edinburgh University and won reputation for
his chemical resenrches.  He was a man of great
originality ol mind and of imposing appearance. He
spent p great part of his life in the services of the
Nazim Hydrababad. Mrs, Naidu was deeply attached
to her father, and we are sure that the sympathy ot all
India wi)l be extended to ber in her soryow,

JOHANNESBURG TRAMS

Wz publish in thjs jssue an important mewmorial ad-
dressed to the Tramways Committee of the Johannes-
burg Town Council on the subject of the use by the
various non-white sections ol the community of the
Municipal Tramways system. No complaint, we think,
can be urged that the document does not display the
utmost reasonableness and moderation. An attempt
bas been made to suggest the vra medra without the
imposition of g racial bar and at the same time afford-
ing to the Cape coloured people and the Indian com-
munity reasonable facilities of travel, We are glad
that the deputation laid stress upon the fact that
dun.ng all these years the Municipality has unlawfully
denid the non-white population the right of trave] on
the Municipal tram-cars. This has been & moostrous
Injustice, and if the present regulaticns be sanctioned-
ap intolerable iosult will be placed upon those who
heve already been victimised. Injury there has been
io abundance, but this will be addiag insult to injury.

.
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IS IT A CHALLENGE?

We do not thiok that a more reasonsble document
could have been addressed to the Town Couacil than
the Memorial signed by the members of the deputation
that waited cpon the Tramways Committee on the .sth
instant. It is Do secret that it gave rise to very little
argument op the part of the members of the Commttee
that received the Deputation. There was no senous
attempt to show the inadequacy of the Memorialisty’
proposals, To the general astonishment, however, on
Wednesday moming the non-white sections of tire
Johannesburg population awoke to the fact that thg
representations that had been made on their behalf had -
appareotly been utterly ignored, ahd -that the Town
Council did oot intend to give even s trial to the
suggestions made. The Town Council has, in fact,
thrown down a challenge to all non-Europeans resident
within the Municipality, and we are glad tq note that
that challenge bas beep swiftly taken up by those con-
cerned, - A public protest is being lodged against the
Council's attitude and its reckless disregard tor decency -
and faitplay, and the Administrator, who has been
approached, has agreed to receive a deputation to pro-
test against -the regulations as passed. We are nat
over-sanguine as to the resuit of any of these steps that
are to be taken, for ip all probability it will be found
that the wmatter will have to be tested in the Supreme
Court. Tt was realised all along that even though the
first tram test-case might be won, it would be -won oo
a relatively unimportant issue, and that the real question
&s to whether or not Provincial Councils have the right
to enact racizl legislation would still have to be test

in the Courts. For ourselves we pin our taith to section
147 of the South Alrica Act, which lays it dowm that
matters specially or differentially affecting Asiatics
shall be reserved for the Governor-General ip Council,
that is to say, the Parliament of the Union. If our
contention be correct, obviously the Provincial Councils
are debarred from legislating on such matters, If our
conteotion be wrong, then the South Africa Act con-
tains no saleguard whatever of the interests of the
Indian community, and the efforts of the Imperial
Goverpment to sectire the introduction -of such safe-
guards- will have been defeated by a technical inter-
pretation of the law. We sincerely trust that it will be

- upnecessary to go to the Courts, but it is as well to
- anticipate this necessity, and in that event funds will

be urgently required for the carrying on of the legal
fight to a complete issue. One thing is clear, that after
all the self-restraint that they bave exercised, the poy-
European sections of the community do not iptend to
tolerate racia} iojustice trom a petty Municipal body
if by effective protest they can prevent it :

The Late Mr. Gokhale

The Secretary of the Servants of India Society cables
frem Bombay expressing deep gratitude for the sympa-
thy that has been extended to the Society -on the-
occasion of the lamented death of the Honourable Mr.
Gokhale, and requesting the Transvaal British Indian
Association to coavey the sincere thanks of the Society -
to General Smuts. This has been done, - -

Indian Catholics’ Sympathy

The tollowing resolution was passed at the monthly
business meeting of the Catholic Indian Young Mep's
Society :— : ’ . '

“ That this meeting of the Catholic Iodian Young
Men's Society as representing the Catholic Indjans of
Durban, hereby places on record thejr sincere and deep
sorrow at the untimely death in the prime of life, of
the late Honourable Gopal Krishna Gokhale, C.L.E., -
shares the deep griet that is so universally feit at the
irreparable loss sustained by our Motherland in the
removal by the hand of death, of such an enfinent -
Statesman and noble Patriot, humbly imp_ldxeq, Al
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mighty God to grant his soul eternal peace and tenders
to Miss Gokhale and other mermbers of the deceased
statesman’s family their warm condolence in their sad
bereavement,” : : '

Port Elizabeth Indians

Under the auspices of the Mauritian and Colonial
Born Hindu Benefit Society, supported by the Siva
Grapa Pregasa Subha, including their Uitenhage repre-
sentatives, etc,, a special meeting was held Port Eli-
zabeth in the Walmer Road Hall, Mr. M. Marda-
mootoo Pillay presided, supported by Messrs. V. P,
Vandayar, P. A, Moodaly, Ramasamy Rayamandar,
and V. D, Pillay. ’ :

After the usual prayer in silence, the Chairman made
feeling reference to the lamented death of the distin-
guished Indian leader, Hon. Gopal Krishna Gokhale,
who passed away at Poona City, India. The news bad
created a severe shock to South Alfrican Indians in
general, because of the loss of one of the most ardent
sympathisers towards the natiopal cause during the
passive resistance struggle, and the various grievances.
His cause was a true brotherhood amongst east and
west, and he had lived and died the brother of every
man and woman of his race. His fellowship embraced
all classes and creeds. His prolessional career was
devoted towards education and he was particularly
enthusiastic in furthering the scheme for compulsory
education. His work was admired by statesmen in
Europe and elsewhere, o

They ‘all recognised and appreciated his services to
South African Indians in helping to arrive at a settle-
ment in mapy questions, and especially in relieving
them of. the; Natal Poll Tax and bringing about the
stoppage of importing indentured Indians. His visit
had doubled the feelings of Indians towards the wel-
fare of their country. . '

A resolution of condolence was passed and was
telegraphed to the Transvaal Indian Association for
*transmission to the relatives of the deceased.

At Kimberley
A mass meeting of the British Indians ot Kimberley
and Beaconsfield was held at Mr. Padayachy’s residence.
_A large number of Indians of all sections assembled
to pay their respects to one who has always proved
" himself to be their friend. Among those present were
Messrs. P. M. Dawson, K. Padayachy, Mohamed Sher-
. iff,.K. V. Rajoo, Mohamed Said, R. S, Padayachy,
Dowrey, Saiyd Camooredin, .-Kajee Akt “urrahman,
Gunpeth Haree, Uanoo Naidoo, T. Canda Pillay, U.
U. Naidoo, P. L. Chetty, Krishna Moodaly, Kaliya
Moodaley, Velayuda Moodaley, T. Narayanasamy Pad-
- ayachy, Uasudeva Padayachy and many others.
- Mr. P. M, Dawson, who presided, said in his intro-
_ductory speech: Gentlemen, it is with deep sorrow
that weklearn that we have sustained a great irreparable
loss ip the-death of our beloved leader and statesntan)
Mr. Gokhale, We are told that he passed away on
Saturday last. You will remember tbat when he visit-
ed Kimberley during his South African tour he was ill.
His indomitable ;energy and activity have undoubtably
sealed his fate, and deprived us ol our zealous cham-
pion. We have met here to-day to mours this loss, to
express our sincere sorrow, and ‘tovoffer cur sympathy
ang condolence to his nearest and dearest relatives.
‘Time will not " permit to go lully into his life work.at
this juncture. . However, Mr. K. V. Rajoo will give.a
brief sketch of his career, and Mr, Mahomed Sheriff
‘also will speak in Hindustani. . . N
. Accordingly Mr. K. V. Rajoo gave a brief outline of
the outstanding features in the illuatrieus statesman’s
career, which were further lauded by Mr. Sheriff, and
- the following resolutions were submitted and unani-
mously passed:— S
- Resolution No. 1.—"This mass meeting of the

_ British Indians of Kimberley and Beaconsfield learns

with profound sorrow and grief the great and irreparable
loss India has sustained in the widely lamented death
of the Hon. Mr. Gopal Krishna Gokhale, who passed
away yesterday” ; proposed by Mr, Mahomed Sheriff,
seconded by Mr, T. Narayansamy Padayachy, support-
ed by Mr. K. Padayachy.

Resolution II.—*This meeting respectfully teoders
its sincere sympathy aod sorrowiul condolence to Mr,
Gokhale's relatives in their bereavement, and resolves
as a token of its esteem and regard for our distinguish-
ed countrymen to observe Mondzay as a day of mourp-
ing”; proposed by Mr. K. V. Rajoo, seconded by Mr.
Saiyd Camooredin, supported by Mr. Gunpeth Harree.

Resolution I11.—* That copies of resolutions Nos.
1 and z be cabled to Mr. Gokhale’s relatives at Poona” ;
proposed by Mr. R. V. Padayachy, scconded by Mr.
U, U..Naidoo, supported by Mr. T. Cacda Pillay; and
the meeting terminated with a vote of thanks.

The {ollowing cable has been despatched to the
Servants of India Society at Poopa:  Kimberley In-
dians have received with profound sorrow the lamentable
tidings of the irreparablé loss India bas sustained in
the death of our beloved Mr Gokhale, India’s ablest
son and champion, and desire to express to his re-
latives their sincere and heartfelt condolence in their
sad bereavement.

Meeting at Tongaat

Tongaat wore & very dull and sad aspect (says the
Natal Mercury) with all the Indian stores closed, out
of respect to the late Hon. Mr. Gokhale. In the aiter-
noon a mass meeting of over 500 Indians, drawn from
all classes, and which included many women, was held,
under the chairmanship of Mr. Valjee Veljee, who was

supported by the prominent local Indians. The meet-

ing opened with a mourning procession, headed by the
children of the Tamil School, in costume, who ehanted
a solemn prayer. Among the various speakers were Mr.

. Devechand who spoke in Hindi; Mr. M. G, Naidoo

in Tamil; Mr. Desai, in Gujarati; and Mr- R. E.
Naidoo, in Telegu, who dwelt very feelingly on the
life and good works of the. deczased. The lollowing
resolutions were then passed :—* That this meetiog
ot Tongaat Indians deeply mourns the uatimely death
of their countryman and friend, the Hon. Gopal
Krishoa Gokhale, whose unselfish services in the canse

of India, both at home and abroad, where her children -

are, will live in their memory.”

‘The following cable was seot to the relatives:
“ Tongaat Indians deeply mourn the untimely death
of Iodia’s true son, Hon. Gopal Krishna Gokhale.

Convey sympathy family bereaved.—Valjee, chairman.™
" Ihe meeting closed with a hymn chanted by Mr. .

K. Ramsamy Naicker in Tamil. The people then
marched in processian .to the T. Hiadu Samarasa
Bothai Subha, where a small ceremony was performed.

At the termination of the meeting various suggestions -

were put’ forward, with a view to perpetuating Mr.
Gokhale’s memory, and the matter will come up for
consideration at a later period. :

‘»

,Oth'eg Tﬁbutes

- A largely attended meeting of Indians, principalfy

those in the employment of the St; Lucia Sugar Corg;
pany, Ltd., Umiolozi River, was héld. The meeting
wag presided over by Mr, V. N, Pillay, who, along with
Mr, V. M. Rojod, gave an interesting sketch of thg
late Mr. Gokhale’s work, at the conclusion of which thg’
following resolution was passed :— -
# This meeting of Indians-here agsembled learns with
the deepest sorrow. of ~the death of the Hon. G. K.
Gokhale, and feels that by his demise South African
Tudians: have. lost one’of their ablest. advocates and
friends of their cause, and wishes to tender itg hearttelt™
sympathy with the relatives and iriends of the deceased
gentleman.” ° Co ‘
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At the weekly meeting of the Sutha Sanmarks
Pothaka Sathegmana $abbha Durhan, Tamil School,
the following resolution was unanimously passed .—

“That this meeting lesros with deep sorrow of the
desth of the Hon. Mr, Gokhale, and feels that by his
death the South African Indians bave lost one of the
ablest men of their cause, and this meeting tenders ity
heartielt sympathy with the family of the deceased

gentleman.”

.

The Natal Shri Anavil Samaj forwarded the follow-
ing cable to Indin: * We sorrow death India's politi-
cal Sanyashi Gokhale. Though he lives.”

The following cable was sent by Midland (Cape)
Indians to the Viceroy: ¢ Midland Fodians deeply -
mourp loss ‘sustained by India spd Empire through
death Hon. Gokhale, Kindly convey deep sympathy
bergaved family.” :

At the ordinary meeting of the Arya Yuvuk Sabha
t reference was made to the death of the Hon. G. K.
(iokhale, and the tollowing resolution was unanimously
pavsed : * The members of the Arya” Yuvuk Sabha
withes to convey proloundest regrets and deepest
expressions of sorrow at the news of the death of the
Hon, Goupal Krishna Gokhale, remembrance of whose
labours on behalt of the Indian community is cherished
in India and South Alrica.”

The following cablegram was sent to the Servants of
India Society, Poopa, from Beira :—* The British
Indian and Indo-Portuguess community of Beira deeply
regret the untimely death of Hon. Gopal Krishna
Gokhale. We tender our deepest note of condolence
for the loss his lamily and whole India have sustained.
~—Damodar Anandjre.”

Tha Cape British Indian Union held a meeting
when three resolutions were passed, the first extending
to the rolatives their deep and heartfelt sympathy, and
the second, addressed to the Viceregal Council of
India, expressed great regret at the death of Mr,
Gokhale, and the third, addressed to the Nationzl Con-
gress of India; expressed a deep sense of the loss sus-
tained by his early death, -

. London, March 6,—Reater's Bombay correspondent
‘telegraphs that universnl expressions of regret at the
death ol Mr. Gokhale culmivated in a public: meeting
held in the Town Hall. . . -

The Governor, at the request of 15,000 citizens,
presided. A resolution .proposed by the Aga Khan
was passed, placing on record the intense loss India
has sustained in the death of Mr. Gokhale. It was al-
80 decided to erect a suitable memorial to the late
statesman.—Reuter, . :

Tribute from London

London, March 8.—At a representalive meeting,
held in LQndon. a resolution was passed recording
deep and sincere sorrow at the wrreparable loss io the
untimely death of the Hon. Mr. Gokhale, who conse-
crated his life to the service of his country.

The speakers emphasised the practical nature of the
late Mr. Gokbale's work and his poligy. which was
essentially constructive.——Reuter,

——

.On the 6th instant an inaugurﬂ meeting of the
Durban Lodge of the International Karma and Rein-

carnation Legion (South Airican Section) was beld in

Acutt's Arcade {upstairs over the Tea room.) The
membership consists ol Europeans, Indians, Chinese
and Japauese, forming a brotherhood of all nations
and faiths united in the single purpose ot popularising
the teachings of Reincarnation. A Debate upon
:cmc;_mla_t:or_x is fixed for the rgth instant at 8 p.m,
cordial invitation is extende i
specially invited. g ever'yone. h s

Tribute to Mrs. Gandhi

The following letter from Mss, Sarojini Naidu was
addressed to Lady Mchta who presided over the Bom-
bay ladies' reception :— .

Dear Lady Mehta, . )

1 venture to write to you as I see by the papers that
you are the presiding genius of the forthcomiog tunc-
tion to welcome my fniend Mrs. Gandht bome again.
I feel that though it may be the special privilege of the
ladies of Bombay to accord her this personal ovation,
all Indian women must desire to associate themselves
with you in spirit to do honour to one who by her rare
qualities of courage, devotion, and self-sacrifice has
signally justified and {ulfilled the high traditions of
Indian Womachood. : -

I believe ¥ am one of the few people now back in
India, who had the good fdrtune to share the intimate
home-life of Mr. and Mrs. Gandhi in Eogland, and 1
cherish two or three memories of this brief period in
connection with the kindly and gentle lady, whose
name has become a household word in our midst, with
her broken health and her invincible fortitude—the

. fragile body of a child and the indomitable spirit of 2

martyr. .

I recall my first meeting with them, the day after
their arrival in England. It was on a rainy August
afternoan last year that. I climbed the staircase of an
ordinary London dwelling house to find myself con-
fronted with a true Hindu idyll of radiant and ascetic
simplicity. The great South African leader who, to
quote Mr. Gokhale’s apt phrase, had moulded herces
out of clay, was reclining, a little ill and weary, on the
floor eating his frugal meal of nuts and fruit (which I
shared) and his wile was busy and content as though
she were a mere modest housewife absorbed in a hun-
dred detailis of housebold service, and not the world-
famed heroive of a hundred noble sufierings in a
nation’s cause,

I recall too the brilliant and thrilling occasion when

-men and women of ali pationalities from East and

West were gathered together to greet them in convin-
cing proof that true greatness speaks with a universal
tongue and compels & upiversal homage, She sat by
her husband's side, simple and serene and dignified in
the hour of triumph as she had proved herself simple
and serene and dauntless in' the houy of trial and
tragedy. -

I bave & vision too of her brave, {rail, pain-wormn
hands that had held .aloft the lamp of her country's
honour undimmmed in one alien land, working at rough
garlknents for wounded soldiers in another—Red Cross
work. : :
But, there is one memory that to me is most preci-
ous and poignant, which I record as my personal tri-
bute to her, and which serves not only to confirm but
to compiete and- crown .all the beautitul and lofty
virtues that have made her an ideal comrade and help-
mate -to ber husband, On her arrival in Epgland in
the early days of the war, one felt that Mrs. Gandhi
was like a bird with eager out-stretched wings longing
to aonihilate the time and distance that lay between
her and her far-off India, and impatient of the briet

~and necessary.interruption in her homeward flight.

The woman’s heart sithin her was tull of yearning for
the zccustomed sounds and scepes of her own land,
and the mother’s heart within her foll of passionate
hunger for the beloved faces of ber children; And

- yet, when her husband soon after felt the call, strong

and urgent, to ‘offer his services to the Empire and
to form the Ambulance Corps that has since done
such splendid work;she reached the high watermark
of her loyal devotibn to' him, for, she accepted his
decision and strengthened = his purpose with "a
prompt and ‘willing reounciation of all her most dear
and pressing desires. This to me is the real meaning
ot Sati. And it is this ready capacity for seli-abnega-
tion that the true standard of a country’s greatness lies
not so much in its intellectual achievement and
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material prospérity as in the undyisg spiritual ideals
of love and service and sacrifice that inspire ahd sus-
tiin the mothers of the race. . \
1 pray that the men of India may learn to realize in
ap increasing measure that it is through the worthiness
of their lives and the nobility of their character alone
_"that we wonten can hope to fod the opportunity and
-inspiration to adequately lulfil the finest possibilities
ot our womanhood even as Mrs. Gandhi has {ulfilied
hers. -

* Indedtured Emigt‘a_tioﬁ to the
f - Colonies

In spite of official statements made from time to time
that the system of indentured labour which is in force
in India cannct be abolished, though steps may be
takedl to mitigate the hardships which it may entail, we
believe (says the Hindu, Madras) that it is possible to
inducé the Goverament to realise the essentiaily un-
moral pature of the practice which is, after ali, a
modified form of slavery. It is a system which invoives

"loss of ireedom, human degradation and degeneration
of women, utterly out of place in an Empire which is
under the sway of a nation that has just pit torth noble
efforts to secure personal liberty to the individual. It
has, therefore, seemed strange to Indians that such a
practice should be officially countenanced by the
Govérnment ic India, even alter its inherent evils have
been brought to botice time after time. The public,
however, canoot in the interests of humanity allow the

- matter to drop, and must persistently refuse to be
. satisfied with half remedies,

Looked at from this point of view, it is difficult to
say whether the able report presented by Mr. J. McNeit
abd Mr, Chimman Lal on the condition of indentured
Indian labour in British Colonies can be considered
altogether satisfactory. It must be stated that these
officers were asked to report, not o the desirability or
otherwise of ending the system altogether, but upon
the copditions of life of the Indian immigrants in the
Colohies, and submit recommendations as to any
arrangements which may be considered desirable to
promote their welfare. Within the limit fixed for their
enquiry, the officers have, to judge from the report
which they bave made of their work, done their busi-
néss ably and conscientiously ; but what will chiefly
ititerest the general public is the wealth of material

. that i available 1or the case for the abolition of inden-
tured labour. The depiitation left England on the New
Vear's Day of last year, and spent altogether eleven
months in visiting various estates and places in the
four British Colonies of Trinidad, British Guiana or
Demetara, Jamaica and Fiji and in the Dutch Colony
of Suridam, In each of the places visited, enquiries
were made ipto the sanitary, medical and labour
arrabgements made for the labourers, the wages peid,
the peialtiés and restrictions imposed, the lacilities
afforded for religious observances by the employers,
the sufficiency of the control vested in the Protector of
emigrants and the position ot free Indians.

- 1t is difficult to say whether the Cormissioners had
the moral aspects of the system in view when they took
up the task of making general observations on it, as
they found it working in the various Colonies which
they visited. But their detailed report contains suffi-

ciént condembatiob to prove the esseotial unwhole-
someness ol indentured emigration. One of the out-
standing blots ol the system is the way in which women
récruits re obtained, and it is an adwitted fact that
the midjority of women in the Colonies are not married
to the men with whom they live oo the estates, and the
fact is taken as undisputed that the morality of an
estate populatiod compares very unfavourably with that
of as Indian village, The Commissioners say, however,
that thu advantages of the syatem far outweigh its dis-
advaptages, and proceed 0 mention some ol thé

circumstances from which they infer that suchk emi-
grants live under very much -better conditions than
their refatives in India. - Taeir views are summarised
in the tollowing conciuding sentences :—

They are as a body more conscious of the far-reach-
ing legal protection which they evjoy than of the legai
liabilities to which they are exposed. Qur proposals
involve the recognition of [urther rights and the
reduction of liabilities, and we venture to claim that
their adoption will justify the system being fairly de-
scribed as one of protected immigration, in which the
protection ceases when no longer required: We do not
regard the system as solely or mainly concerned with
securing fait Wwages and fair treatment for Indian
labourers who are coutent to emigrate for a few years,
save a few hundred rupees and return to theit homes.
Following the example of thé great majority of the
emigrants themselves and their descendants we regard
it tather as a system of colonisation under which poor
but industricus Indians, whether landless labourers or
the sons of poor cultivating landowners, who are cob-

_tent to be trained and acclimatised under private em-

ployers in need of a steady supply of labour, are offered
prospects much more favourable than they could hope
to realise at howe, We are conscious that the
acceptance of our proposals will increase the cost of
indentured Indian labourers to their employers and
may in consequence lessen the demadnd, but it may
also have the effect of raising the standard of capacity
expected lrom employees.

The general remedies suggested propose that unsuit-
able emigrants shall be excluded, that the agreements
shall state clearly how misconduct will be punished,
and that the proportion of lemale to male emigrants
shall be increased from 46 to 5o per cent., the present
minimum age-limit being abolished. Itis recommended
further that the vigorous restrictive provisions in the
ordinance shall be expunged, aud that pupishments
shall be reduced. Proposals are also advanced that
labourers shall be entitled at any time to commute
their indenture by payment of & graduated redemption
fee, and that facilities shall be promised for the registra-
tion of marriages and for meeting the special need of

- Indiap children in the matter of primary education.

A Europeah procuce merchant, named Phillip ¥rank,
was cotivicted in the First Criminal Court, Durban, on

"Monday last on the charge of assaulting T. G. Desai

in the Borough Market.. The case is ol cobsiderable
interest and will be fully reported in our next issue,

Anothelr case of public interest which came before’
the same Court on the 11th instant was the case of atl
Indian charged with beiog druok on the Durban station
platiorm, “His defence was that he was retused a seat
in the train and remonstrated. Wi shall give a report
of this case also. o

One of Mr. C. Henwood's lndian employees appear-
ed in the First Criminal Court on the 15th ipstaot
charged with refusing ta return to his employer when
ordered to do so by the Protector. The man stated
that he was quite prepared to return it the Magistrate
would guarangee that his wages would be paid.
He had failed to get his wages aod so reiused to retumn
o work. The Magistrate {(Mr. B, Hodson) requested
the interpreter to write to Mr, Henwood, stating the
reason why the man rélused to return. A sentence of
seven days' hard labour was imposed.

Punsamy,” an Indian employed at the Point, was
chatged with being drunk which hie admitted. Mr. Mallin-
son, who prosécuted, rose and said : * As the police- -
man who arrested thé accused has Hot deemed fit to
come to Coutt, I withdraw the charge”’ Discharged !
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