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THE ARREST OF MR. WEST

days ago, disturbed by occurrences which will

leave a lasting impression -upon the minds of
those who witnessed the scenes. Hundreds of Indian
strikers assembled on the grounds, sceking tood and
protection. They formed themselves into camps here
and there about the place and at some of the houses;
During the early hours ot Tuesday morning a continuous
strearn of men, women and children could be seen
coming into the grounds, carrying with them their very
meagre household belongings. In many cases they
carried nothing at all, and presented a pitiful sight.
They sought a place of refuge, away from the harassing,
if not actual ill-treatment, ot the estate managers and_
the police, They were a peaceful and good-natured
crowd and it was difficult to imagine that they would
ever be otherwise, were they treated in 4 sympathetic
and humans manner. In looking at these pecple one
became more and more convinced that the disturbances
. reported in the newspapers, and which have resulted in
the death of many Indians and the injury of hundreds,
could only have been caused by force and violence on
the part of those who professed to be their protectors,

About 4-30 p.m, the news flashed round-—the police
are coming | A feeling ol lear and helplessness seized
the people and they waited without attempting ‘to fly
away. Lieutenant Clark, accompanied by the estate
managers and a force ol mounted police, armed with
stout sticks and revolvers, came up to the press baild-
ing, whére the work of turning out the paper was pro~
ceeding, and inquired for Mr. Maganlal Gandhi. He
at once came furward and he was requested by the

THE usua! calm of Pheenix Settlement was, a few

complaints, if any, and to prevent people congregating
oo the property. - . - :
Mr. West's arrest was accomplished in quite an easy
manner. He had just gope home for a few minutes
and was chatting with his wife and 2 friend when the
motor was heard near the house, Mr. West immediately
went outside and met Detectives Elton and Walker
who stated that they held & warrant for his. arrest.

They asked their prisoner to enler the car at once 2%-

they were anxious to avoid a collision with the people.

. They argued that, if the people saw Mr. West arrested,

it might cause them to muke a serious disturbance.
He therefore acceded to their request, dressed as*he
was iu his usual attire consisting of shirt, calico trousers -
and sandals.. He was allowed to carry with him a suit

' of clothes. Mr. West was taken direct to the Durban .

Gaol and put in a cell at 5-30 for the night; no food -
was given to him until sixo’clock next morning when &
pative warder pushed in a tin of mealie pap and some
dirty white brcad A taste of this wretched stuff was |
sufficient. Mr, West made a complaint to the Gaol
Superintendent and was curtly told that no food was -
issued after the evening meal hour—five o'clock.

Whilst standing outside the Governor's office Mr. -
West noticed how insolently the bative warders acted
towards Indian prisoners. One native came up to
some Indian prisoners standing near him and took -
from one of them his cap and coolly wiped his greasy
hands upon it and afterwards cleaned his knob-kerrie -
with it. In the yard was a European official giving
orders in English to Indian prisoners, They were asked-
to line up in a certain place and because they did not

understand what he said, and stood in the wrong -
place, he lost his temper and swore loudly at them. A
large number of Indian strikers had that day completed
their term of imprisonment and they were lined.up in:~
the yard, each carrying a dirty sack.” They emptied the _.
sacks oo the ground and [ saw that these contained their
clothing. As the contents of the sacks were emptied on
the ground, a cloud of white dust arose which looked
like lime. Their clothing was covered with this stuff

. officer to ask the people to return to their barracks.
Mr. Maganlal said that he would like first to speak
with his triend and colleague Mr. West. He was told
that he could not do that, as Mr. West had been
arrested and had already left in 2 motor-car in charge
ol detectives. Lieut. Clark said that he had instructions
to send the people to their respective estates. He
guaragteed them full protection fromr harm if
they remained peaceflully in their barracks and
he requested Mr. Maganlal to explain these in-

structions to the people. |~ This Mr, Magaclal did
in Hindustani. When ode siurdy fellew  among

the crowd persisted in his charges of rough weatment

in the barracks, Lieut. Clark emphatically  repeated
the promise of protection, through his own 1nterpreter.
The people shortly afterwards began to move away
from the place and there was not the slightest dis-
turbance. Before he went away Lieut, Clark thanked

Mr. Maganlal and assured him that protection would
be given to these people i they remained quietly in
* their barracks. . He instructed one of his officers, who
was in ?harge of a patrol camp in the adjoining wattle
plantation, to see Mr. Maganlal the next day to hear

and it was impossible for them to shake it off. - They

had to change their dress in the open yard,

" Before the Court.

Mr. West was brought before the Verulam Magistrate -
on Wednesday and charged with: harbouring -Indian
immigrants.. The Public Prosecutor applied for a
remand for a week. Mr. E. H. Britter, who appeared
for Mr. West, asked the Magistrate to fix bail. The.
Prosecutor objected and said that, as the accused was
charged with a very serious offence, especizlly in face

B

- of the present critical state of affairs, the Magistrate

should seriously consider whether it was advisable to
allow Mr. West to be-at -liberty. But at any rate an
undertaking should be given that the offence would not -
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in the meantime be repeated. - Mr. Britter pointed out
that, as Mr, West depied that he bad committed any
offence there was pothing to repeat and it was open to
the suthorities to again arrest him if they shought fit.
The Magistrate said that he could pot refuse bail nor
could he ask Mr. West to give any undertaking.

On Tuesday the case came forward again when the
Prosecutor once more asked for a remand for the pur-

- pose of issuing a summons.

“The Itidian Mehace »

Under the above headihg an interview appears in the

Natal Mercury of the z5th ultimo with a prominent
Natal member of the House of Assembly. o

¢ [ think the public ought to be made acquninté& |

with the facts of the position as regards the Indians,”

said Mr..J. Hendersan, M.L.A., © because there is a
--good desl of wild writing and speaking on the matter
_at present.” = s

- He proceeded to give an exhaustive resume of the

position stace first the Indians came to' the Colony.

it Indians were first intioduced into thia Colony under
" the indentyee system in 1860, and- qontinued to amive

- ynderthis.system until 1866, up to which date 6,443, -

had been introduced ioto this Colony. Indian immi-
gration ceased from 1366 until June, 1874, and at that
Ume. whea immigration ceased, there were in the
Conlong 4,205 Indians. Thep it was resumed in' June,

- 1874, 80d from that date up to October, 1396, there

* were brought into Natal 51,478 Jndians—men, women,
:and children, At that date (October, 1396) there were
" ip the Colony 46,001 Indians, under the indenture
gystem. ' In 1895 an Act was passed under which
{mmigrants became liable to pay a licence of £3 per
‘anputh, if they did not either re-indenture at the end
‘of th ¢
‘returned to India. . .
# 1 understand that- this arrangement was made by
agreement with the Indian Gavernment, people in
Natat becoming alarmed at the large ingrease ol the
Indian population. They éndeavoured to get the
- Indian Government to agree that the indentures of
" these Ipdians should finish in India, and that they
v should be returped there whenever the indenture
Mnished. Thls the Inlian Government refused to allow,
~"but agreed that it the Indians insisted on staying in
‘Natal they should be subject to a licence. I do not
know whother they agreed that the licence should be
' £3 or any definite sum, but this was the sym fixed by
_the Natal Legislature in thre Act 17 of 1895, and so far
45 I know po exception was taken at the time-

- 'Tet Brom October, 1896, which was the first date of
" the introduétion of the Indians under this Act, to the
" cessation of Indian immigration in July, 1911, there

‘were {ntroduced inta this Colony 94,252 Indians, and
on Dctober 31 of this year the Indian population of the
Colony under supervision was 115,457. Since immi-
ration ceased in July, 1911, Indians had increased to
the eytent of 2,000, notwithstanding the fact that during
this period 4,169 Indians had been returned to ‘India.
On Iglecgmber 31, 1912, there were in Natal 46,812
men and 23,829 women, a total of 69,641 ; and ol
- these 49,554, over 71 per cent,, came under the Act
. 17 of 1895. O these 40,554, there were under first
indenture 9,45f men and 3,676 women; and under
re-indenture 14,888 men and 6,244 womea; and frece
fudiabs, 30,306 men and §,08g women. |
~ « According tq thege figutes, there were at that date
. 15,205 men and women ligble to pay the licence of
443 8 yean It is a well-kirown fact that a comparatively
. ymall praportion of these Indians hyve 86 far paid this
rcﬁnce- : N
A 4 Ag showing the extent to which the Indian popu-
latign of this Culopy has ihcreased, the following
figuges are significant ; 1880, 19,008} 1890, 3%.494 §
1900, 65,925 ; 1970, 108,604 and 1 bave already

first five  years of accept the option of being

mentioned that on Qctober 31, 1913, the number was
115,457 ' '

“ lu additicn to the above, the lasy census™ taken
shows that there were 27,319 Asiatics in the Colony
not conpected with the Indian Immigration Dzpant-
ment, who came to the Colony of their owa gecord, or
were the descendants of those who did s

,Progress of the Strike

¢ On the z5th vltimo, at Verulam, 136 men from the
estates of A. G. Harvey, |. W, Sykes and Charlie Jack-
son were sentenced to seven days’ hard labour,

The next day 108 men from the estate of F, S. Gar-
land, Olkins, Virjimia, Tongaat Sugar Co, and Wilkin-
son were sentenced to seven days’ hard labour, Five
men from the Tongaat Sugar Co. were sentenced to
pay & fine of 208, or in delault 20 days’ imprisonment.
One man paid the fiue. Three of Wilkison's men were
sent ta gaof for 14 days. The men were emphatic that
unless the tax was removed and Mw Gandhi liberated,
they would not work, Six of the Tongaat men had
been severely injured, their bodies being swollen and
smaeared with blood.

A pumber of women came crying to the Court and
said that they had been shut up ia their barracks whilst
their husbands were beaten, They had managed some-
how to escape.

Prominent Planter Arrested

On Wadnesday, Mr, W. J, Armatrong was arrested
on a warrant and brought (privately, we understand)
' before the Magistrate and released on bail of 100,
the case being remanded to the forthcoming Circuit
Court. The charges against Mr. Arm#trong were those
of astauiting two Mahomedan gentlemen and insulting
the Magistrata. :

On Thursday some women from the Verulam digtrict
‘complained that their huts had been broken into and
their mobey, jewellery and other goods stolen, They
accused the native police ot doing thit. The matter
is being investigated. ' *

‘The Verulam gaol being lull, 300 mon were ¥ans-
ferred to Durban. :

Reports came in from Mount Edgecombe of the
shooting of Indians, 1'wenty wounded men amived at
the Court. The next day it was stated that. four men
were killed two wounded with assegais and 55 severcly
-wounded, Several wamen were bsaten, Dr. Hill
attended to the wounded. A body of aso people
arrived [rom Mount Edgscombe to maka depositions.
Whilst their statcments were being taken, they were
seized by the police and taken to the Court. The
Magistrate addressed them and they were alterwards
released. '

On Friday 36c men lrom the Umhloti Valley Sugar
Co. arfived uu ler escort.  They were locked up.

 From the estates of Harvey and Sykes 134 men were
sent to gaol lor 7 days.

A representative of the Tadian Association informs
us that Mr. Charlie Jackon refused to allpw him to
distribute rations on the estate. This was alterwards
done under police protection, We are informed that
the manager of Lavoirpierre’s estate threw away the
oil, salt and chitlies supplied by the Indian Association
and abused the people. \

: Bloodshed

Wednesday's Mercury containg an account of a
serious affair the previvus duy at Hawksworth's estate,
neaf Umzioto. The report states that the police were
assaulted by the Indians and we are told in detail of
a " preconceived plan” on the part of the strikers,
It is said that ooe of the Indians struck a feariul blow
at one of the trooper's horses with & stick, (elling it to
the ground. This is certainly remarkable, if trus. Such .
feats of strength are not gencrally credited to theto
o emacinted, spindle-leggad and weakly " poople. A
| gencral hand-to-band acuffle ensued, One of the policy

I
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had fixed his bayooet on his sifle to use against the

Indians. The rifle was scized by some Indians aod in
the struggle the bayonet entercd his thigh, inflicting
8 teriouy wound., Eventually 8 volley was fired at the
crowd and the result was that two Indians lay dead on
the ground and two were scriously wounded, while
about 20 others were injured more or less seriously.
Nine Indians were taken to the hospital and ope of
these dicd during the aight, making the third death.
It is also stated in this report that, although the Indians
had cane koives in their possession, they.refraiped

from using them. This is somewhat extraordinary ig -

view of the * pregonceived plan.” The shooling in-
cident, continues the teport, has bad a * sobering
eflect” upon the strikers. There are various con-
tradictory statements regarding this affair. For instance,
n Mercury special telegram states that the pulice stood
pasuive * for over an honr” under a shawer of stones
and rail bolts, knd fired the first volley over the heads
of the strikers, and another ooe in front of theiy feet
as & warning.- The official report, however, states that
when the Indians advanced in a threatening attitude,
Sergt.-Major Roke considered it necessatry far a shot
to Ee fired at the leading coolie ; be wag shot dead.
The Indians continued coming on in stcength, and a
volley wag fired by the l:;,ohce. The coolies again
charged the police, who thep fired a second yolley.

The police were using siflen, -

-

From the Editor’s Chaip;'

,GENERAL BOTHA'S GUARANTEE

Ir we are to take General Botha at his word,”  the Gov-
ernment intend to make a ocareful investigation of the
cases ot ill-freatment reported and ta which we have al:-

ready refersed. In his spuech at Capetown, the Prime -

Ministor mada a deficite promise and- he may rest as-
sured that he will ba held to that promise.  General
Botha is *' grieved ” by the charges made by ¢ isrespon-
mbls people in other parts of the world,”  Wa do oot
know whether the Prime Minister reads the newspapers
ot whether he 18 aware of the true state of affaire in re-
gard to this matter. We have been told that he
is not wellinformed as to the position. This may
account for the way in_which he has described
as “lalse” allegations which have yet to be proved
uantrue. " 1 deny i fofo,” he says; * the accusations of

ill-treatment which have been madea.” These allegations -

it should be remembered, are not mads by people in
Indis. They are made by men on the spot wha are
prepared to stand by their statements. The press and
other comments, including the aympathatic speech of
Lord Hardinge at Madras, are based upon these
allegations. Much has been snid regarding the Viceroy's
temarks on this matier, but all that Lord Hardings has
done is to express the opinion that, *if the Union
Government wishes to justily itself in the eyes of India
and the world, the only course open is to appoint a
strong impartial committes, whereon Indinn interests
will be represented, to conduct the most searching
inquiry” and ha adds that the people ol India may
rest assuted that the Raj will not cease to urge these

considerations on the Imperial Government,” We are |
sorry that General Botha is so sore ghout the matter;

and almost tearfully protests against apyone douati

the good flaith of his Go\?orgnment. gut LY ] wnu?g
remind him that his Government has by its own action
laid that good faith open to doubt, We need not go
into details 38 to how the community has been tricked
wod delrauded of ity rights, The facty ars top well
koown for re-iteration.  Wa do nat merely dqubt the

" §904 [nith ol ths Upien Gove
proof of its bad laith. Goverpmens | we hlv! shealyte

-about Indians here in South Afrjca. This is not fthe

And pow we come to the gallant General's guarantee
of protection for the strikers. He sayy, ig the course
of his speech: * Take it from me that we shall do
everythiog in our power 1o see thay every man in this -
strike in Natal, without consideration of persons, shall
oot be ill-treated.” 1If this means anythiog at all, it
means that the people who wish to remain quietly at
home, oot desiring to work, shall be protected from ill-
treatinent. When the people were removed from
Pbenix last week, Lieut. Clark gave a promise of this
kind. We have good reason for belleving that no
precautions were taken* ta giye effect to_this promise.
Reports of brutal floggings have ponred i from all
directions and we cannot believe they are merely con-

‘cooted. We doubt very much that the police nnder-

stand that passive resisters have a right to be protected
from being flogged by estate mapagers. ln a tele-
gram sent by Geoeral Smuts to Mr. West the fear of
ill-treatment was stated to be unfounded and an’ assué-
ance was given that “if the people retumed to their
work™ no harm would tome to them. No guarantes -
was given that they should not be ill-treated if they .
preferred not to work. This telegram is characteristic
of General Smuts' reputation for slimness. ' The police. -
have been used and are beiug used, we have, good
reason ta believe, for the purpose of assisting the estote -

-managers to induce the people to return to work.  The -

awful results which we ses to-day of the work of -
i protecting lifa and propesty " is a terrible indictment —
against the Gavernment, and we have ne hgsitation ip’

placiog the blame ypon their shoulders. ¢ -

. Gereral Botha’s Speech .=~
G,epgral. Boiha, speaking at the South Afnca.q Party.

Congress in Capetown last week, said ; “ We have ang

class of peaple here who are now jntroducing 3 dortrine ~

we cannot accept, and I hope you will co-operate ifj pot

 allowiug that dgetrine to spread too far,” Weg now find.
_that jn Natal another strike hag arises, upon which I

wish to address you. I see to-my regret that thers is
great excitement in England and Indig and ip the press .
right place for me to give a complete explanation of all .
the circumstances. I hope the Minister qonce;ggé, will
do so 3t the right time, byt I caonot allowthe opcasign ,
to piss without a few words, In the first place, I ish -
to express the sincere regret of myself and my Govern-
ment as to the fajse allegations made by irrespousible
people. [ only wish to say that such allegationg £40
do no good -(o anyone, ‘Qq ‘the English press jn-
England and in India great-respaosibility rests, and it
seems to e as if. these people have jost theiy bea
alto%ether, I just wigh to advise these peqple fa bp
careful apd moderate. ~Especially did | not expeg} that:
# responsible statesman should ga so far a3 be has
gone when he “should, for instasce, doybt the good
faith of this Government. If they do nq!i wish ta do
incalcylable harm they must legve the tqad ;h__qg' are
following, beause there is ng douby thet gart of agita-
tlon does not do any goad tq apyone, It ig yery.
difficult for us in South Africa {a have the'same pong;
of view as they have in regard tq the mattsr, but if'they
are to doubt the dona fdes of this Govgrpment, then
see very little hope for the futyre in pegard t thégte

"

- matters, The Goverament so far have exercised the

greatest maderation and generosity {0 all those pegple
who have really declared war against the lawg of South
Alrica. Law and good order shall be maintained here

at any cost and with all power.- I deny ix fofs the
accusations of ill-treatment which have been made.’ So
far as it appears to us none of these ‘charges can bear-
any test, If any man has been illtreated, or it wny:
{lltreatment bas taken ‘place, the ecircumstanees, ¥
brought to the notice of the Gavernment, will be fm--
mediately and carefully investigated, Make it from nis |
thab wo shall do avarything in our power té ves ‘that

every man in this strike jo Nata!, without congideration
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of persons, shall not be iil-treated. This charge made
by irresponsible people in other parts of the world,
grieves me, and I think those people do oot proomote
their cause.”—Reuter. - .

L

- épeech by the 'Vicer(‘)y‘

A message from’ Madras states that the Viceroy
(Lord Hardinge), in a speech in reply to Indian ad-
dresses, szid the position of Indians in South Africa
for some years past had received the most anxious
consideration of the Raj, which was doing all in its
power to. ensure fair treatment, :

" "He added : ** The Union Act ot which you complain
. has in practice the eflect of putting an end to Asiatic

emigralion to South Africa, though it does not discri-
- minate in so many words against Asiatics, We, however,

have succeeded in securing the privilege of entry for a
+, liraited number of educated Indians annually, and have
> also~specially endeavoured to secure as favourable
- verms as possible for the Indians already resident in the
. '{Union. -~ Our efforts have resulted in the inclusion of
;, provisions for the right ot appeal to the Court on points
" ¢f Yaw and definition of domicile in accordance with
" which the position of un-indentured Indians is satis-
" factorily laid down. . . :

“ We are at present in communication with Lord
- Crewe regarding other restrictions in the Act to which
* you take exception and we trust.our representations will
not be resulttess, You urged retaliatory measures by
ibé Rab, but it is not stated what particular measures
- arz adoptable. - We forbade the emigration of inden-
~ti;ed Indians to Natal in 1911, and the Natal planters
“sent & delegate to India to beg for a reconsideration of
thet decision. That shows how hardly the planters
wereé hit by the stoppage of that® ehuigration, but I
am afraid that it bad little effect on South Africa as a
" whole, and unfortunatefy it is_not easy to find means
whereby India can make its indignation felt by those
Jholding the reing of Government in South Africa, .
' @ Recently your compatriots in South Africa have
* raken matters into-their own hands, organising passive
registance to laws .which they consider invidious and
unjust, an opinion which we, who are watching their
\,utruggles from afar, cannot but share. They violated
those laws with a full knowledge 8f the' penalties in-

; holved, and are ready with all courage and patience |

+:tg zadure the pepalties. In all this they have
;ﬁ" the deep and burning sympathy of India and also of
" those who, like myself, without being Indians, syrpa-
v-ithise_with the people of this ceuntry, but the most
\, recent developments have taken a most serious turn.
“ We have seen the widest publicity given to allegations
- .that passive resistance is dealt with by measures which
* would not be tolerated for a moment in any country

~ claiming to be civilised. These allegations were met -

by a categorical denial by the respopsible Government
' of South.Africa, though even the denial contains ad-
missions which do not seem to me to indicate that the
-’ Government exercised a very wise discretion in some
of the steps it adopted. That is the position for the
moment. I ieel that if the South Alrican Government
 desires to justify itself in the eyes of India and the
world, the only course open is to appoint a strong
impartial.committee, whereon Iudian interests will be
represented, to conduct the most searching inquiry,
and you may rest assured that tre Raj will not cease
to urge these considerations on the Imperial Govern-
ment,” ’

Between 3o and 4o Indians at Ladysmith applied
" recently to the Licensing Officer for licences to sell
‘colonial produce. These were all relused. We now
see that the recent legislation was pasged with the
deliberate intention of depriving Indians of a means of

" livelibood. : ' :

+

Decemrer 3rp, 1918

_ The Legality of the £3 Tax

.M_r. F". A. Laughton, K.C., has piven the fullowing
oprnion in regard to the legality of the £3 licence :—
-1 have been requested to advise on the troublous
position in which the Indian community is placed in
connection with the claim or the Government to the
payment ot a sum of L3 from Indians who have
refused to re-indenture themselves. 1 have carefully
investigated the position between the Government and
the Indians, and I have come to an opinion which 1
shall endeavour to explain. The scheme adopted for
obtaining Indian workers was that Indians should
bind themselves on their arrival in Natal to any person
to whom they might be allotted by the Protector of
Immigrants. To carry out this scheme, the law 25 of
1891 was passed, and it provided that every Indiun
immigrant should in India sign the contract {in terms
of the form set out in the law), with the Protector of
Indian Immigrants to serve any employer to whom he
might be allotted on his arrival in Natal, and that such
contract should, inter alia, bind him to a service of
five years.

Section 2 of Act 17, 1895, provided an amendment
_to the above law to the effect that from the time of
such Act coming into force the said cootract, in India
should contain a covenant as follows: *“And we fur-
ther agree that alter the expiration or other determina-
tion of this contract we shall either return to India or
remain in Natal uander indenture to be from time to
time entered into.”

The form of contract which these two ensctments
stipulated should te entered into in India. It will ba
seen from the enactments and the said form of conteact
that each Indian was to eome here bound to the
Protector to indenture for five years to the person to
whom he might be allotted by the Protector, and
bound to the Protector, to either return to India at the
end of his term of service or re-indenture himself.

Question of Covenant

It is also provided in Section 6 of the same Act
(Act 17, 18¢6) that “an indentured Indian who shall
have eotered iato the cavenant set gut in Section 2 of
this Act, and who shall Jail, neglect or refuse to return
to India or to become re-indentured in Natal, shall
take out year by year a pass or licence to remain in
the Colony, to be issued by the Magistrate of his dis-
trict, and shall pay lor such pass or licence a yearly
sum of £3.” .

Now, under the foregoing enactments, what is it that
raises an obligation either to return to India or to take
out ap annual licence ? It is the covenant, il executed
in India, to return to India on the termination of the
indentures. 1f there was no such covenant entered
into in India with the Protector, there is no obligation
~under the said law to return to India or to take out the
said licence.

In the form of contract provided by law il provides :

(1) For an agreement to gerve the employer to whom
the Indian might be allotted. )
~ (2) For an agrecmeut to re-indenture on the termina-
tion ol five years; otherwise to return to India,

(3) For the signature of the immigrant. '

(4) For a certificate of the Natal agent in India that
 the document had been explained to the Indian; and
{(5) For the signature of such agent. . )

Thus the eoactments both protected the Indians
and bound them, and until the requirements of the
Act were met, and especially until the contract had
been explained and certified, Indians placed themselves
under no obligation to return to India or to take out
an annual licerkce to remaio here.

= Not a Legal Contract

This being so, I applied to the Protector of Indian
Tmmigrants for a copy of the document alleged to have
been signed in India. It is not a contract as provided

by the law. It is not a contract gt all, because, for
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some reason which has to be explained, the immigrant | asking for an interview. The reply was that General
came here bound to nobody. He merely put his | Smuts was leaving that night and that time was too
thumb-mark to a printed form headed * Particulars of | pressing and no interview counid be accorded. .
emigrant executing a contract for service in the Colony The following cable was sznt to Mr. Gokhale omrthe
of Natal,” and on the reverse sidc is prioted “ condi- { z7th ultima by the Natal Indian Association. ® Position
tions of scrvice,” which presumably they might thers- | very precarious. Military police using arms object
upon be called upon to adopt in the event of their | forcing strikers work. Paper reports Blackburo Estate
indenturing themselves. There was lacking every | four killed four dangerous twelve seriously wounded.
essential provided by the law, in that; (1) there was | Fifty minor, understand casualties more. Impossible .
no engagement in this country ; (2) no agreement to | ascertain facts. Facilities not granted though repeatedly
return to India ; (3) no signature of the Indian, nothing | requested Government. Such occurmrences daily. Rank .
but a smudge, which I presume is a thumb-mark ; (4) | and file compelled surrender brute force. Employers -
no certificate that the document has been explained | demard free Indians liable tax and others work. Upon
by the agent ; and (5) no signature of the agent. At | refusal victimisation. Government through Magistrates -
the foot of each document these is but the following | acting wtth employers, refusing interviews admission
‘in print: ** Robert W. S, Mitchell, CM.G,, 1.8.0., | estates. Trust Lmperial and Indian .Governments will®
Government Immigration Agent for Natal. . . [ immediately intervene. Forced labour, terrible situation
I annex and mark C.T. form™of indenture entered | and loss of lives. Thirteen leaders already reported
into in Natal on the arrival of the Indians, but its | arrested case adjoumed fortnight.”~ - ]
terms do not affect the point at issue, : - -Messrs. P.-K. Naidoo, N. B, Naik and Dukhi were
I have carefully perused the Indian Immigration Law | arrested at Maritzburg, on Sunday, bail being fixed at
No. 25 of 1891, In it wages arc provided far below | £500 in each case, unless they would give an under-
what could be obtained in the market, and freedom is | taking to refrain from taking part in the movement
restricted in a manoer difficult ‘to understand in a | while out, when bail would be fixed at £50. The bail
British community. Thig, in my opinion, necessitates |. has since been reduced to £300. L
a strict Julilment of the requirements of the law. In | - Mas meetings were held-on Sunday, at Durban, -
my opinion, Indians introduced into Natal in the fore- | Johannesburg, Maritzburg, Newcastle and other towns. |
Koing circumstances are under no obligation either to | Resolutions were adopted demanding the redress of the
leave Natal alter the expiration ot their indentures, or | grievances, expressing loyalty to the leaders and sup-
to take out a licence if they remain. 1 gofurther, and | porting the demand of Mr. Gokhale for an impartial
say that the money collecigd for such licences should ‘| inquiry into the allegations of ilitreatment. =~ = . -
" beretunded. [ advige that no licence be taken out in | ~ Interviewed by our representative’regarding the death
the future, and that, if any suit is brought for recovery. | of an Indian at Avoca hospital, Dr, Hill, District - Sur-
of the annual payment ot £ 3, it be defended and taken | geoon, stated that the body which he examined was that
to appeal, if necessary, ‘ of an Indian who had died at the barracks at Mount
-1f, as I anticipate, a judgment of the Coust will | Edgecombe and he found that this man was pot injured
. romedy all grievance, there i3 no necessity for further | in the disturbance on the. 16th-uito; and that he died’
disturbance in the lives of the Indians, and I certainly | from natural causes: This information was givea to the
advise them calmly to await the result. 1 trust they '| Leader-reporter and reprodiced in our:lastissue. -Dr.
will, if possible, go to their homes before the sun goes | Hill afterwards fonnd out that another indian had died
down, - at Avoca hospital and he was one of the men injured
. * | by the police. v cee T
S - 4| The hearty thanks of the  community are due to.Dr.
Latest Information Brisco s of Charlestown, who, throughout the stay of the -
.- : . Passive Resisters there; showed Lhem innumerable kind-
The following cablegram has been received {rom Mrs. | nesses attending the patients free of charge and-also do-
‘Sakai, who presided at & public meeting of Gujarati | nating a case of medicine for emergencies on the great .
ladies in Bombay : o - march. A R
. " Bombay 'Gu;aratl Hindu Stri Mandal appreciates Mr. Gokhale, speaking at Delhi on the ‘z8th ulto., -
Indian ladies' part passive resistance, sympathises, urges | said that the position of his countrymen in South Afri- -

vigorous cootinuance.- Whole India with resisters.” ] ca was growing desperate, but that they -must
+On the a7th the Natal Indian Association received | heast g ¢ ) P ! N y. o  not fose

the following cable from Agra : * Demonstration Agra - Lord Crewe, repl i'n 'to;z deputation of Indiansin
with 'ynu-h”eart and soul, Raising funds, . Rgv. Davies | London, said ‘ltha_tp zhegstatemelgts regarding flogging -
Prel‘ndenl. ) . o demanded an inquiry which would be not merely official,
. The !'ol\omng te_legram was nddresse:d to the Minister | Mrs. Dinshaw Petiy, as President of a meeting of Indian -
of Justice, Pretoria: “You have failed reply Natal | ladiesat Bombay, sends the following cablegram=*Pub- -
Indum_ Association's several repeated requests to instruct | lic meeting women Bombay, held -Saturday; expressed
_nutho:_'ny here permit our members under supervision sympathy for sufferings ‘of ’Indians and adm:iration for’s
investigate n}legahons assaults etcetera and onginating self-sacrifice, courage, ‘paticnce Indian women have.’.
causes of {riction between police and Indians.  We { shown in struggle. Meeting also entered protest a‘gainst-'
desire point out that trouble only arises where police | harsh laws, particularly marriege clause, urged for in-
appear and attempt to forcibly drive strikeg to work quiry into alleged barbarities and interve:;tion by Impe- -
resulting in atrocious cruelty and deaths. We respect- | rial Government and thanked Viceroy for his firm and -
fully submit that Government's supiweness impels us } sympathetic stand.” toeroy e
to accept as truth the incessant reports we teceive and -
{rom now relinnce will be placed on same for purposes
of trmnsmission- Indie and England® To this the
lollowing reply was received on the 28th ultimo: In
absencs ol any specilic allegations of assaults on persons |
in prigons, nothing more can be dope than is being
done at present by the officer who is inqairing into the
allegations made of illtreatment of Indians sent to
gaol in connection with present troubles. General Smuts
- and the Director of Prisons arrive in Darban this even.
ing and will uo doubt aflord your Association an o
portunity of being heard on this subject,” S
_ Early on Saturday afternoon the N tal -Judian Asso-
ciation telephoned to Geveral Smuts’ Private Sceretary, -

. The Shri Hiodi- Jagyasa Sabha and'its members .
individually have subscribed £z 10s. to the Passive -
Resistance Fund, and they hope to dopate a similar
amount monthly during the continuance of the struggle. -
On his return from Verulam yesterdayrafternoon Mr.,
West was insulted and threatened. with violence by Mr.”
Todd, ¥e manager of the Phoenix- Wattle Plantation,
in.the presence of the station-master. ' Mr. West com-
municated with the Natal Estates, Mdunt Edgécombe,.
botlr by telepbone and' messenger, but his request for” -
police protection was ignored. By chance Rifleman; )
Berry arrived by train and he kindly escorted-Mr. West .
w}lo was arcompanied by Mrs. West, Mrs. Pywell and -
his two children, to the Settlement. -~ .. - . '
At . .
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Dr. Abdurahman and Passive
.- - Resistance

In his presidential address t9 the anoual Conference
of the African Political Organisation Dr. Abdurabman
said :— .

Tt a handiul of Indians, inm a matter of conscience,
can g0 firmly resist what they consider injustice; what
could the coloured races not do if they were to adopt

this practic# of passive. resistance? We must all ad--

mire what these British Indians have shown, and are
showing, in their determination to maiatain what they
deem 10 be their rights. The inhumanity of the Fres
State has driven our women to resist the law. Thirty-
four of them went to gaol rather than carry passes, [Dr.
Abdurahman has since cotreched this figure to 180.—
Ed. I. O,]- The coloured races applaud the noble ac-
tions ot those brave daughters of Airica. I am con-
vinced that il our people as 2 whole were prepared to
, suffer likewise, we could gain redress of our most seri-
~ ous grievances while General Botha is still alive. Are
. we to be driven to that course? Europeans should ask
‘ ‘themselves that question, and ask it promptly. For ex-
" ample, il the 200,000 natives on the mines were, in the
¢ taugunge of the White Labour Party, to * down” tools,
. and prefer to bask in the sun than to go down the
. mines ; if the farm labourer at harvesting time refused
" 10 work tor 19, 6d. a day the economic foundation ol
. South Africa would suddenly shake and tremble with
. such violence that the beautiful white South Africa
. superstracture which has been built oa it would come
" down with A erash, entailing financial ruin such as the
. world has never witaessed before,

’

(- r —
gt

s ‘News lﬁ Brief .

' fu the Durban and District Police Court on Wedties-
dhy 94 Strikers from Platt’s sngar estatey at Isipingo

were charged with refusing to work, They Were sent

to gaol for seven days, . _

. On Wednesday the ddoeriiser reqorted that prac
tically the whole of the Indians were *out” along tha
sugar line of Natal and Zululand.

It was stated that, at Mount Edgecombe, on Wednes-
- day, about 7oo strikers, including those who were
. brought back from Phcenix, had returoed to work, and
. there was soms talk of starting the mill. .

-, Actordiog to a report in the ddveritser, a represent-
ative junnamed] of the sugar Association regretted that
more Indians were not injured in the affray m Esperenza,
apd Le expressed the opinion that the feelAg at Home

-

would be as acute over the shooting ol the %one as it |

would have been over the shootiog of a dozen, whilst
the salutary lesson in the event of the more casualties
would have been most advantageous in settling the
trouble, : .

i3Mixed up among a lot of remarks, mostly hostile,

the Adperiiser is gracious enough to say: ‘*We, our-
selves, hold that as importations of indentured iabour
have now ceasad, the tax might well be repealed.”

A pressman was inlormed at the Protector of Immi-
grants' office that the statement that men, women and
children were compelled to pay the £3 tax is only
pastially correct. It is true that it is on the Statute
Book, but for some considerable time no efforts have
been made to collect the tax from women, and they
have not been asked to pay, the Government having
given orders to this eflect, Through an oversight, two
or three women in Newcastle were asked to pay the tax,
fluite contrary to instructions,- but the mistake was
remedied as soon-as it was pointed out to the officials.
. " The East London Hindu Society has contributed
430 103, 3d. to the Passive Resistance Fuod.

The Nobel Prize lor literature has been conterred on
the Indian post, Rabindranath Tagore.

We are surprised to find the lollowing piece of
ronsense on the front page of the Cape Tymes
weekly :—Opinion in England has been biassed by the
reported death of the Indian Nardu under flogging, Lut
the evidence of Dr, Cooper, who examined the body,
shows Nardu did oot die from flogging but from hears
failure, death actually occurring alter he had obtained
medicine, The collision at Ladysmith between the
native police who were waintaining order, and the
coolles_: on strjkc. is more serious. There have been
from time to time serious quarrels in Natal between the
coolies and the Zulus, who are more than a match for
the Asiatics, and the collision at Ladysmith, where the
Zulu police preserved order after the unarmed white
police were helpless, will not make matters aasier,
Natal is responsible for the invasion of the Asiatics,
but she did uet manage her troubles better.

In the first place the fact is that had not the native
police been ordered back by the Europeans, there would
have probably been bloodshed. Secondly, there has
never been quarrels in Natal between the Indians and
the Zulus. Angd what the last sentence is meant to
convey. is simply beyond our understanding.

Miss L, Loat, Secretary of the National Anti-Vaccina-
tion League, London, writes under date the 3rd ultimo
as [ollows :—* In to-day's papers there are reports of
the refusal of two Indians to be wvacciatud, in the
Transvaal. It is very surprisiug to residents in this
country that prisoners in the Trausvaal are ordered to
be vaccinated. It does not happen so here, no watter
what the colour of the prisoner. England, with her
enormous trade intercourse with all pations, runs far
more risk of smailpox than her colonies, aud it she
does not compel vaccination, sursly her daughter-
countries noed not do s0. Vaccination is a medical
operation ; compulsory vaccination is ‘an assault oan
the body. Every man has a right to keop his body
free from everything which in his opinion may harm
it, and it is an outrage for any Government to endeavour
to force on its subjects a medical operation of any kind."

The Kimberley Iudians held a public weeting on
the 8th ultimo, at which Mr, Polak was present by
invitalion, .and passed resolutions supporting tho
demands of the community, warmly appreciating the
sacrifices of the passive remisters in gaol wnd urging
the Government to reconsider their decision and grant
the reasonable requests of the cormmunity, These
resolutions were sent to the Minister of the Interior
and Lord Gladstone with a request to the fatter to
transmit copies to the Sccretaries of State for the
Colonies and India and the mesting further authorised
the Chairman to communicate the same by cable to
Lord Ampthill and to the Hon, Mr., Gokhale.”

Two Indions, a hawker and a laundryman, appealed
to the Vryheid Town Council against the decision of the
Borough Licensing Officer who had refused to issue
liceaces to them.' The Couacil upheld his decision, -
No reasons were given in the newspaper report,

A small, dark mar with luminous eyes wet in an
intellectual lace, says the Darly News, has arrived in
England on a mission which, if all he hopes ol it comes
true, will be the prelude to s penceful revoiution.
Throughout Italy he is known ns Umano—writer,
philanthropist, enthusiast, His real name he wishes
never to hear again, as it beloogs to n part of his life
which he wants to torget. "T'welve years ugo Umano
wai a judge in the Iwlian High Court of Criminal
Jurisdiction, and in the wsual course ol events he
would be at the present time a member of the Court
ol Appeal. But his conscience becams troublesome.
As he told & Duily News interviewer, he “iound it
impossible to blame those who broke the law; they -
were simply the victima of evil Government,” Throwing
up his position, he dedicated the remainder of his lite
to propagating what he regards as the gompel of a
“positive ’ religion and a * positive” scicnce of
Government ; and it is with the object of calling au
international confereace to discuss the latter nide of
the campaiga that he has now come to Logland.



