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THE RESISTERS AT VOLKSRUST

, ‘7 B reported Tast week that the Passive Resisters
w were told that they 'would be-deported on
! ‘receipt of warrants 'from Pretoria. - Fuller
details that have come'to hand show that'the spokesman
was summoned befove the Tmmigration Officer on Thurs-
day last and 'told ‘that he Imd received instructions'from
Pretoria to submit 'to “the party for filling io forms
prescribed under the Act. The spokesman regretted

“that the party Tould oot .comply with the request.

. Would they submit to the test? The spokesman said

thay could not do that either, -

" %Then” sdid the Officer* you are all prohibited
immigrants." And so saying he.banded .the wusual
notices for all, inlorming them of his decision and
and saying that they coild appeal against his decision

Later mires geceived from Wolksrust show that
the delivery of ithe notice acted like & charm. The
whole party was deported on ‘Monday, at 20 am., to .
the Natal border. Deportation merely -consists -ib -
pushing the .deportces beyond s line midway in- x
shailow stream. _.As ®oon as .the .party was .depocted
and the back of the deporting officer was hardiy turned,
they re-crossed and wese amested. They were straight-
way taken to'the Charge Office. o
Ly B -
An Article -

The following article, **hy-a special correspondent .

v

3

Inspired

‘from Pretorin, dated the 17th instent, appeared .in the -

" to the Appenl Boar@ w.thin 3-days.- The gpokesman
eaid the party did pot want to appeal at mll, The
officer then said .that, in that_event, he would deport
them all upoa receipt of warrant?, ~Thereupon the’
apokesman urged that they should all he tzken in
custody, as they did not wish to remain iree and not
proceed with their journey. But the officer said ‘he
could .not take thew in custody. The next day the .
party informed the officer that, ucless they were kept
under custody, they would proceed to Johannesburg,

" Thken, " said the officer, 1 shall have to stop
you, but T will not imprison yow” ‘Thereupon the
{ollowing letter was addressed to the officer, signed by
the spokesman :— T ‘

“ My fellow passive resisters aud I hmve baen-
stopped by you from continuing our journey to Johan-
nesburg since Tuesday last, the 16th instant. [ told
you then that, if you wished to detain or arrest us, '
" you could do so only by keeping us in prison, as we.
- did not desire to remain in Volksrust with friends, 4
however insistent they might be to accommodate us.
But you told us that you had not sufficient room at | -
the Police Station for such & large company as ours
and that, therefore, you would rather that we remzined
out, pending receipt of instructions from the Govern- |
ment. We have waited, it would be admitted, long
enough to enable you to receive your ipstructions, =
. "On my telling you, on Friday, that, if you could
not keep us under custody, the party would consider
itselt free to proceed to Johannesburg, you informed -

me that you would prevent it from so doing and that
yet you could nat keep us.in custody -until you -had

" Natal Mercury.of Saturdaylast, The writer is evident: |
ily someone in close touch with.the Government :—- -
- The threatened:revival ol passive resistance .on the
[ ipart.of the British Indians wiil not take piace for want
rof reasonablerconcessions offered or camied out by the
'Government. In fact, 8o much was -arranged between
1the two parties- that the points-on. which Tupture has .
'finally occurred sesm comparatively.nnimportant.
, These points were two—those of the inter-Provineial
| movement-of South African-born Indians, and the status
rof svives belonging to domiciled Indians. The difficul-
ity astothe latter arose out of the Searle judgment, where-™ .
tin.it was laid down that a woman, whether & sole mwite
rornat, who was married- under rites which secognised -
|polygamy, ‘or ‘were. part of a polygams us system, wasg-
{before the law of this eountry ino wife.. /Consequently . -
idomiciled Jndians, if they .bring to:the ports of this -
| ‘country any wife made 8o under a polygamous sanction,” -
‘cannot claim.that the Immigration ‘Officer shall permit. ' -
ther toiland, - . S L
The Marriage Difficulty .~ - .~~~
. 'This niling of the Court seems barsh, but it is note- .
worthy that it merely defines the -status of ‘the ‘polyga: . +
.mous wife, while Teaving the question of administrative * .
mction open.  According to the law of the Union {said ~~
' 'Mr. Justice Searle) she is no wife, and the husband, so-~
ralied, can Dot demand her admittance as such. . But®
it is pot tid down-that the {mmigration -Officer is
bound to-send her back. He simply has the right to -
do su if he-chooses, notwithstanding ‘the law that ‘per- . -
;ni; the 'priTv;iege of‘gngranceto the wives of domiciled
. heard rom the ndiams, * case ‘being as stated, the '‘Government-
T beg therslors, now 1> form ye th | ave imstructed e imanation ‘ofces ‘to-granten-
) ycu that, unless f :
u take chargs of the e it tramce to WDy woman representing herselt zs the -wife |
yo rge party, we shall entrain- for | . . ; i
Jobannesburg on Monday, by the ‘Keffir mail, and if | 0> Bomiciled Tudian, wud 50 acknowledged 'by him, |
you offer pbysical sesistance at the time, 25 passive prov:ﬂcd'thg;: XISLS RO reason to SUppose that he has |-
resistors, we-tan only yield 40 it for the ime -being. . any otherwile in this epuntry. =~ % - g0
m-lﬁy::x::m”eﬁ?ammg&mddomhdd'm= n Practicel Relief Dffered ;.- = -
¥, h soms uther msans of continuing { <~But.the Govemment, I -understand, have goné . fur-
our'torward jourmey.” - = 1 thex. In.orderthat mt;‘lndim mmhmd?lgof:h i




238

INDIAN OPINION

SEPTEMBER 24TH, 1913

Africa may be spared degradation in the eyes of the law
to a state of concubinage, the Government have offered
to Hindu Indians the same relief which, by an Order
in Council of Queen Victoria, was made available tor
Mohammedans—they may bave their own marriage of-
ficers of their own faith, and the marriages perform:d
by these when registered will count as valid under the
law of the Union. This concession has never been
availed of by the Malays ot the Cape, who, I am in-
formed, have a superstitious objection to the registra-
tion of marriages ; they dislike any record other than
the testimony of living witnesses, What the precise
objection of the Hindu Indians is I do not koow, but
it seems they have some peculiar scruple, in deference
to which it is demaoded by Mr Gandhi and his iriends
that the Government whall actually introduce a Bill
modifying the system of Christian monogamy, which is
the basis of our Marrizge Law, and give a direct and
complete recognition to polygamaous unions, That we
‘shall tolerate a system which has proved a curse in
every country that practises it is apparently not enough:
we are asked to give it equal place of honour aed of
right on the pages of our law book with that' which we
accord to the union of one woman with one man. Be-
- caus» our Government retuses, there is to be revival ‘of
" passive resistance.” Fixing on it the stigma of per-
secution, and investing the Indians with the aureole of
martyrs, besides which hints are.incidentally thrown
aut of trouble in India, and consequently serious em-
barrzssment to the Imperial Goveroment,

Inter-Provincial Movement

“The other point on which rupture took place related,

{ s informed, to the ioter-Provincial movement of
Indians,  Previous to the passing of the Immigration

© Bill of last session, the Cape and Natal were open
. furlds to the entrance of domiciled Indians, whereas
. an cxatination has now to be passed. Mr Gaodhi
“'statos, 50 far with pertect correctness, that the new law
takes away a right which was formerly enjoyed. ~ But
.the test imposed is of the 1ightest-—1}gh’ter considerably
ti§an an Englishman coming direct from England may
be required to satisfy at.the ports of either of these
rrovinces. Allthat is asked of the domiciled Indian
is that. he shall correctly write out his application to

. enter in any European language which he knows. He
~must be very destitute of the education which is
_necessary in an English-speaking country if such a
requirement beats him. An-Indian who is to that
" extent illiterate can hardly complaig if his South
-African residence is limited by law to the Province in
which he happens to be domiciled, and if other Pro-

i

vinces decline -to receive him,' Having heard the

debates in the Assembly on this question, I feel, how-
" ever, by no means sure that any test would have been
insisted on, at any rate at the Cape border, had it not
been that Mr: Meyler and some of his Natal friends re-
vealed too plainly the reason for which they wished that
there should be no test. The pressure of the Indian
population in Natal was such, they said, as to be a
menace to that Province, and they begged of the Cape
to relieve the situation by accepting a big overflow into
‘its own area. When once the case was put in that
light, my own wonder was that the panic-struck repre-
sentatives were conlent with the putting up of a barrier

ro stifter nor higher thao that which 1 have described. -

‘ Therefore, while Mr. Gandhi truthfully says that the
Act of last session takes away a pre-existiog right, the
_new restriction which it imposes on inter-Provincial
movement is not such as to affect any domiciled Indian
who could reasonably claim that his removal to another
Province would conssitute a desirable addition to its
.population. And if the law takes away, or rather cir-
cumscribes, 8 previous Tight, it entirely removes that
 racial discrimination against the Indian as such which
Mr. Gandhi used to describe as the great blot in the
old legislation of the Transvaal, and which he and bis
-gave us to understand was the real cause of their afore-
time passive resistance. Mr. Cachalia asserts in his

*"but should count for the purposes of domicile,

 Government is oot collecting. it from women.

letter of the 1ath inst, to the Minister of the Intarior
that the racial bar disfigures the present Immigration
Act; but be indicates no place in that Act where one -
may find it. There is a racial bar up to a point, but it
is not in the Act; it is in the administration, whera the
Government removed it oo the definite request ot the
passive resisters.
' Difficulties Resolved

_ There were two other points on which the negotia-
tions between the Government and the British Indians
turned, but they call for little comment, seeing that an
agreement was arrived at in regard to them. Both sides
were at one on the definition of the word *‘ domicite,”
the Government assenting to Mr. Gandhi’s view that the
.years in which the 3 tax was paid by Ntal Indians
should not be deemed years of * conditional " residence,
The
Natal law as to the years during which ao Indian has
only a conditional right of residence—for instance, that
he fulfils an indentureship—cannot be reckoned for the
purposes above-named. There was the difficulty in the
case of the highly-educated Indians to be admitted from
time to time under special permit that the law of the
Free State required them to sign a declaration on its
border (should they desire to cross over), under which
they engaged themselves not to embark in any trade.
This difficulty is got over by adding the declaration to
the form which they sign oo landing from the ship, and
thus, if they choose to pass into or through the Free
State, their journey is not obstructed.

An Objectionable Tax’

In Mr. Cachalia’s letter a sensa of quarrel is lound
in the £3 poll-tax, to which ex-indentured Indi-
ans and their children above 16 are liable in Natal,
This tax, it may be stated, the Natal Administration
does not collect with any great strictness, but still the
persons described are liable. They cannot, however,
be deported for non-payment, nor is there any other
penalty directly attached to the omission as such. What

. happens in-praetics.isthat thoy recaive a Ane of r5s. or

L1 as "a contempt” if they ignore this order of
the Court directing them to pay. Without doubt
a tax of 43 operates oppressively as imposed on
the bulk of the Indian women, and for that reason the
There
exists less reason to protest against it in the case of the
men who have greater earning power. . Both the men
and the women, when they contracted their indentures,
signed an undertaking to pay the tax after their term
expired at the price of their remaining in South Africa
should they oot choose to return to their countty of
origin, ‘The liability of the children to pay the tax on
becomiug 16 years is, from a constitutional point of
view, not a pleasant thing to contemplate. Ono does
not like to think that a human being by the mere lact
of having been born on British soil is doomed on reach-
ing a certain age to the alternatives of exile or slavery—
that he must either leave his fatherland or indenture
himselt as the goods and chattels of an employer. Mr.
Gandhi justifiably protests agaemst a tax with such an
incidence—the more so because Mr. Gokhale was given
to understand by the Government during his visit of
pearly 8 year ago, that it would probably be removed.
As a matter of fact the Government did introducs a Bill
exempting the women, but it got slaughtcred at the
gession's end along with other less praiscworthy mea-
gures. This £3 tax, in most aspects of it, would bom-
better swept away ; it brings in little revenue, it is doubt.
(ul if it causes many coolies to re-indenture, and it cer-
tainly is inimical in spirit to the free genius of the

Empire. .
The Right Policy for the Indians

But there is this to be added ; The abolition of the
43 tax was no part of the compact between the Govern-
ment and the British Indiaos 1n 1911, 0D the ground
of which the latter desisted from passive resistance. If
they are sane men their wise course is to accept the
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- concessions and the relief which the Government and
the new Act offer them, submitting, as an off-set thereto,
Lto the small limitation now im on their former
. but little used right of inter-Provincial movement. Con-
sidering how alien they are to us in speech, blood,
religion, and type of civilisation, and the economic
danger to our own race that their presence spells, the
_ new Act makes some substantial concessions. For
" the rest, as Mr. Gokhale suggested, they sre eatitled
. to expect the gradual amelioration of their legal status,
including the abolition of the 43 tax. It might be
possible, for instance, to extend the
Natives’ Land A-t, and to mark off for them a portion
of the couatry large enough for their numbers, in which
they might acquire fixed property and enjoy a large

measure of scll-government. But such amelioration -

will quicker come through a sustained attitude of res-
pectful petition and remonstrance combined with eatire
obedienca to the laws. : -

_ Mr. Gandhi’s Reply

To this Mr. Gandhi sent the jollowing reply to the
Mereury s— -

There is cvidence, in the special article from Pretoria
on the. Indian position which you. published in your
issue of Staturday last, that its writer has been *in
the know.” It will, therefore, be accepted by the

public as a weighty pronouncement on behalt of the

Govarnment. You will, therefors, perhaps permit m#
to correct some of its most glaring errors, .
The writer contends that two of the four things in
dispute were granted by the Government, This is oply
artly true. The Free State difficulty is that of the
egal racial bar. The last telegram from General
Smuts lends colour to the suggestion that the difficulty
is removed, But, in reality, it is not, What is required
is an admission in the same way in which it was made
about the point raised regarding the right of ex-inden-
tured Indians, that the new Act does not in law require
any declaration not required from any other immigrant,
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not mean what it was meant to mean when the
marriage ciause was passed, the blame will be that of
the Government. They have raised the issue, pot the
Indian community. Millions of Indian unions ia
which the husband has married only’ one wife are, to
tbe lay mind, monogamous marriages. If th; phrase
means aoything else, the Government have misled the
Senate, the Imperial and Indian Governments, and
the Indizn community, It will not be denied tbat this .
marriage question is one of the highest importance to
us. I am sure the Europeaps of South Africa will
permit us to cherish the honour of our womanhood
as much as they cherish that of theirs. . )
As to the £ 3 poll tax, I note that your correspondent -
does not seriously contend that it is a new point, He
bas only to look at the reservation clause in the
correspondence of 1911 to see that it cannot be treated
as a new point. It is new in the sense that it ‘'was oot
inclided in the recent negotiations. It could not
well be as the-discussion tumed only upon the new
Act. Had there been a settlement on the basis of*
the negotiations, the community would bave continued -
to wge the removal by way of petitioning, etc., but -
the negotiations having failed, the way was open for
the community to dnclude this matter of simple
humanity in the struggle. Lord Ampthill has declared
that the Unior Government gave Mr. Gokhale a
definite promise that the tax would be removed. If the
Government intend to keep the.promise, they bave
but to say so and there will be no struggle on that -
point. If they do pot intend to keep it, Indians would
have no right. to-exist side by-side with a free and-
self-respecting community if they have not the decency
acd moral strength to suffer imprisonment or worse
in order that a promise giverr to their distinguished -
countryman may be fulfilled and their poor helplesa
countrymen freed from a burden which ought never
to have been imposed on them and for which the -
sin must, I fear, be shared by the free .Indian popu-
lation. of. South Africa alwost* equally with the
Eoropeans. -+ -, - S

from an Iodian who thay, under the Act, enter 'the---'-"Lastly,.-yau'r-correspoudent's‘--;a,&v‘.ic-e' thaf Wwe shoﬁl;i"'.

Free State. This i8 quite different from saying that
such declaration will only be taken upon an Indian
-" . entering the Union, The point is that, 0 far ns
immigration only is concerned, an Indian should be
‘able to enter on the same terms as an European.
" Administrative differentiation there undoubtedly will
be. But that will regulate the number of entrants,
not the legal mode of entry. The point is somewhat
technical irom the oature of the ease. The siruggle

has b-en directrd hitherto tawards guarding against -

a fundamental change in the B:itish constitution which
iz based upon thé rheory of equality. The letter of

the Indian contention was grauted in 1910 after four |

year's continuous suffering on the part of my country-
"wmen.  But the spirit of it is missed, even now, in
the new Act by reason of the ambiguous Free State
clause, : '
The second difficulty not solved is the marriage
question,  Your correspondent asserts that I have
asked for legal recognition of polygamy and, therefore,
a-subversion of the marriage law of the country which
- is based on the Christian doctrine, A glance at the.
«correspondence betweea the Governmeat and myself,
published in IxmDian OriNioN (13th September) will
show that I have not asked for any such thing, I
have asked that the legality of marriages of Indians

ceicbrated in South Africa should be recognised in the:

same way as those celebrated in India will be uoder
. the oew Act. I directed attention to the flaw in the
wording pl the marriage clause in the mew Act and
showed kwo ways of dealing with it, re, either by
slightly gmending the new Act or by similarly amend-

ing the tharriage laws of the Union without in any way

interferipg with the monogamous nature of marria.

-The writer has raised the question of the meaningge:f
** monogamous marriage.” The point will be soon
decided by the Supreme Court, If the phrase does

" justice-toving wolt.

accept thankfully what has been granted and waive .
what has beenr denied as being of little importance !

“and then press forward the redress “of the balance of ’

grievances by way of petitions, étc,, and his tuggestion .
that then we may be blessed with a special law, such as -
the Natives Land Act, whereby we may have a reserve .

set apart for us where we can buy land, etc.,; remind

one, if he will forgive me for the analogy, of AEsop's .~
We have petitioned. in vain all
these years. Right after right has been taken away
from uws. And an.Indian reserve means that the

- substantial right at present enjoyed of owning and

buying land in Natal and the Cape and a modified -
right of possessing land in the Transvaal should be.
surrendered and we must allow ourselves to be penned |
in an enclosure, and then bless, the Government for
this grace as a reward for not offering passive resistance, '

. which involves suffering for nobody but ourselves but -

which, if it ensures nothing else, at least saves us from -
a surrender of our-manhood. . A

The Late. Mr. Hoosen Dawad

'We regret to announce that young Hoosen Dawad,
who was ailing for a long time and who had the benefit-
of the most skilled medical attendance and the un-
ceasing and devoted nursing of a loving fatheér, passed
away on Monday night, We consider that Mr, Hoosen
gave promise of being 6ne of the greatest Indians of
South Africa. We extend our sympathy to the bereaved. -
family. We hope to give a special memoir and portrait
of the deceased in our next issue. This issue being -
specially published for giving news of ‘the passive -
resistance struggle, it is impossible for us to cope with--
the memoin - . - '

- n “
~ N . N
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THE £3 TAX

Fou.many reasons we consider that the central. point
“of the struggle 1s this blaod tax, as we have not
- ‘hesitated to call it. It ought never to have been imposed.

The history, of the imposition. does. not reflect any,

credit on Natal. It would. never have been imposed.

it we, the iree Indian settlers of Natal,. had, at the

time, done our duty campletely. It~would never have.
been imposed.if the otherwise fine statesmen of Natal,

who were then in. power, had not truckled to the
planter and-the farming communities. We may here
recall the fact that the original intention. of the then
. Government was to-impose an annual tax of £25 on
_ex-indentured Indians and to make its non-payment.a.
criminal offence, This was too much for the Govern-
_ ment of India, though it was soft and accommodating.
~egough.. The figure was, therefore, braught down to.
" /3 and the Government of India would not listen to.

‘‘the . ptopasal ta: make its, non-payment a criminal.

. Offences’ So a bill was passed in 1895 imposing the-
- tax, the condition being that; il the ex-indentured.
< Iudian left for India on the termination. of his inden-
, ture.or entered into furtber indenture, he was exempt
bat, it he did not do either and. wished to settle in
*'Nak2l as a free man, he and his were_bound ta pay the
tax. .which could be collected. by a civil summary
process. The first. collections started in. 1900, and
Since then men, women and children have been
. hdrrassed, mote or less inexorably,,to pay this wretched
" uxalty for their freedom. We call it-a penalty because
it i8 admittedly not. a revenue-producing impost. It
w18 gvowedly for the purpose ol compeiling the helpless
“ people tore-indenture or to.retura to India from whence
{they came to avoid starvation, and on the strength of.
. wascrupulous allutements of touts. - The law-officer
then set about working to find out how they coul
-send these men to gaol although it was a compact
- between the Natal and. the Indian Governments that
i was not.to be deemed a criminal offence if the tax
‘was not paid. They tound out that it was possible
‘to use eflectively the small debts clause of the Magis-
. trates’ Courts Act in order to override the compact
' and send these people to gaal if they did nat pay the
tax. - Disobedience of an order of Court is contempt
of Court, for which the- defaulter is sentenced to im-
prisgonment. There is an exception to the clause to
the eflect that, if & debtor shows that he has been
upahle, through want of. means, to. discharge a debt
which he is ordered to pay, he may not be imprisoned.
But we know that, in most cases, the Magistrates,
after all humandeings living in the midst of the all-
‘pnwerlul planting community, have disbelieved the
evidence as to poverty and sentenced the men to be
imprisoned fur non-payment., The latest case in point
is that of Sarjoo, He has not paid lor the last three
years. He paid what be could and then pleaded
inability. But the plea was not accepted and he had
to serve imprisonment with har@ labour lor 30 days.
And even this imprisonment does not free him from
payment. If he is believed by a police officer to have
means, he can be re-arrested and re-sentenced unless
be pays the tax. Tbus we hold that the local Govern-
ment have broken faith with the Government of India
by resarting to the Magistrates’ Courts Act to thrust
the poor. men and women into gaols for non-payment.
But one would have thought that, with the stoppage
of the system of indenture, the tax would be abolished,
Nothing of the kind has bappened. The relentless
employers, who want indentured labour, baving tasted
the sweets ofit, are not' satisfied 'with anything less,
certainly not with free labour. And so the tax has
continued. .
Then came the climax, Prominent people of Natal

assured Mr. Gokhale thiat the tax would » that th
did not want i The Union Gov:rgn“mem rr:n;z
' a definite promise to our distinguished covalryman
 that they would remove the tax, And yet, during the
last session of. Parliament, they broke the promise.
Who can say that the local Indian commuonity Have

decided a.second too scon upon passive resistance ¥ Tt
would huve been proper at any moment. It is doubly
50 at this moment If our readers only koew, as we
kanow, how this brercht of faith, this failure to remove
the tax, has shaken Mr. Gokhale and how, in spite of
strong medical advice, he decided to retum to India
to rouse the Goveroment and the people tu action,
and what axtraordinary pressure was brought to bear
upon him to ioduce him to postpone his departure
from England, every Indian would' let every considers-
tion of self go and fight lor the remroval of this tax
even unto death. It is a simple, primary duty
every Indian in South Africa owes to hig counlry, to
Mr. Gokhale and to the poor men who are the victims
of gold hunger on the part. ot the amployers of in-
dentured Indian labour,

WHAT APPEAL BOARDS STAND FQOR

Tur Natal Meroury, in a leaderctte, off.rs the opinion
that the Appeal Boards are a distinct advantage to the
Indiams becanse one or two men have been successiul
in their appeals. This would be true if the Appeal
Bards had taken the place of something worse. But
the facts are that they are dealing with a situation that
did oot exist before. That is.to say, before the Act
was passed, men who were undisputed possessors of
their domicile certificates re-entered as 2 matter of right,
Now the Act has nullified the eflcct of these certificates
aod.created work tor the Boards which reject the major-
ity of cascs, which formerly were quite safe aod then
grant one or two. Thus the law, having degrived the
comnmunity ol all its rights, allows Appeal Boards to
restore somie.  If, for this mercy, one has to be thank-
ful, one ought alsa to thank a thief who restores part of
stolen property. Of course, we have nothing to sy
against the Boards as such. [Iondeed, the appointment
of Mr. Binns and Mr, Maurice Lvans is unexception-
able. But the best judge is of no use, if he is appointed
metely to act us an apwsthetic acts when a patient has
to undergo a severe opuration resuliing in the loss of o
limb. And the analogy is somewhat too flattering lor
the Government. Iu the latter case the patient submits
to the operation willinglyand for his own good. In the
former case he is the uowilling victim,

Latest Information
. Valksrust, Tucaday.

The trial came off to-day and, after the charges were
read, ten of them were sentenced to three months im-
prisonment, with hard labour, and six, including the
four ladies, were scntenced to ome month’s imprison-
ment, with hard laboun They received their sentences
most cheerlully, the six considering themselves unfor-
tunate that they had ooly vne month when their com-
panions got longer sentences.

We are compelled, in the interests of the struggle,
stilt to hold aver giving the names of the parly at

Volksrust.

We hear that, in spite ol information to the contrary
in the Mercery article above relcrred to, the _£3 tax is
being collected from Indian women at Port Shepstone.
We have asked our informant to verify bis facts and
give us details,

Mr, Polak, who has already landed at Capetown
says, in @ wire, that a meeting of Indians was being
beld there yesterday. Mr. Polak arrives at Durban by
the mail-boat on Sunday. .




