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ROYAL ASSENT TO IMMIGRATION BILL -

S will be seen from the following correspondence,
H the Immigrants Regulation Bill has received

the Royal Assent, through His Excellency the.

Governor-General,
Mr. Cachalia sent last Tuesday to His Excellency
Lord Gladstone the following telegram :—

" In view of the passage of Immigzration Biil in the
Union Patlinment, my Association would respsctiully
draw your Excellency's attention to the following
ohjections to the Bill from the standpoint of the
Indian community, The Bill fails to carry out the
provisional setflement in that, contrary to that settle-
, ment, it takes away existing rights It restricts right
of appeal to the Supreme Court preseatly existing.
It deprives Indians resident in Natal of the facility
presently enjoyed by them to re-enter that Province
alter* absence on strength of three years' previous
residence while indentared Ind.ans who have paid
£ 3 tax may not under the Bill be allowed to claim
the right of residence in that Province. It takes away
the right ol South Alrican-born Indians to enter the

Cape under its existing Statute. The .Free Statc |

difficulty remains as before in that declaration will be

required from educated Indian immigrant which would

not be required (rom any other immigrant as immigrant.
My Association therclore earnestly prays your, Excel-
lency to withhold sunction of the Bill and so obviate
recurrence of painlul struggle with all its hardship

suffering and sacrifice for the communily represented !

by my Association.” .

To this wire Lord Gladstone replied saying the
matter was engaging his attention. Since then however
" Mr. Rustomjee has receixed the following letter from
His Excellency in reply4p the wire of the Zoroastrian
Anjuman :— - . "
“1 have the hdpour to acknowledge the receipt of
. your telegram of the 37th inst., and in reply'to inform
you that the Goverfior-Ganera! signified his asseat to
the Immigrants Regulation Bill betore he left Cape
. Town, having received the usual certificate from the
Law Adviser of the Government.* -t

_On receipt of this Mr. Rustomjee sent the tollowing
. wirei— _ . ] :

. ‘ Refercnce your letter 17th instant my- Associa-
tion respectfully joquires it Lmmigrants * Regulation
Bill reserved tor expression Rogal Wil thereqn.”

The following reply has been received by M
Rustomjee +— ' :
* Your telegram 18th inctant. As I informed you
in my I-tter, the Governor-General signified his assent,
in the King's name, to the Immigrants Repulation Bill
last week, and consequently the Bilt was not reserved.”

: Statement by Mr. Gandhi .

The Nafal Meraun y published the following statement
by Mr. Gandhi in regard to the Immigration BiM in !
last Saturday’s issue:— - SRR

“1f Mr. Harcourt is correctly reported, his answer to
Mr. O'Grady is astounding.” . If he has seen the Billin -
its original form it wilt be impossible to avoid the -
conviction that the Imperial Goverament have thrown
the Indians overboard, and have gone back upon their -
own disiatches in order to please the Union Govera-.
ment. - 1 shall, however, hope that they have not seen .
the Bill, and that they have no-first-hand knowledge of -
.the full effect of the amendment made.” It is perfectly- T
clear, on the other hahd, that the Uaion Goverament ,.
" have not only committed a breach of trust towards the . -
“Indians, violated the settlement of 191, and" belied
their assurances to Mr. Gokhale, but, instead’ of
bonestly telling the Mhperial Government that they do_ -
nol intend t'q..'dar'lily.. out” the terms of the settlement or
ta respect the wishe® of ‘the Imperial Government asg
expressed in so many dispatches, ,they have actually
deceived that Goveroment, .~ - - % - T

There is no ¢vidence in the original draft of the Bill
of the slightest desive to meet the anxiety of the
authorities in Downing Street, It is & wilful mis- ~
statement of facts Lo say that racial differentiation hag -
been removed by this Bill, even in regard to immi- -
gration. Indead, Mt Fischers tel grams'to me com-
pletely tear ont my-remark.  Thke Free State difficulty
has been, since 1911, a racial difficulty, Mr, Fischer has
not surmouated .t, and he says distinctly in his telex -
gram that he will meet it by administrative 'action’
11 such a proposal could have been accepted.in 1911, .
the Bill of that year would have become law,. But_'i;
could not be then, and. it cannot be now. "The Union,,
Goverament, il they have any sense of honour,” are’
bound to remove the racial inequality before the-law, - *
and in any measure passed to briog about. that end'.id-
they are bound.not to disturb existing rights, 'The;r-— L
have failed to carry out either part of the ‘compact,.
- Mr. Harcourt seems also to be under the imprusioh" .
that the few amendments tha: have been made in the -
Bill are due to the initiative of the Union Government:
or their desire to do justice, -They have been wrung
from them by an opposition ie Parliament which was as
creditable as it was ueexpected . by - the Ministry, -
Indeed, bad the oppasition only been a little stronger -
and more consistent, we should now have a law in
spite of the Union Government that would bave made
final the provisional settlement of 19rr. Asitis, unlesy
the Royal sanction is withheld from the Bill, and fresh * |
ESsurances gives to the community that the terms of !
the sctilement of 1911 will be en'jrely carried out, and

that the marriage difficulty will be remove i
Tesistance, this time both by men and wome:’, 33?”;:



taken up. The Union Government may be, indved, are,
indifferemt whether it iy or is not, but I bave hith
enough in this sovereizn remedy for all the ills thwt
the civic and political life ot a commuaity i heirto, to
Enow that, 3f we are true to ourselves, It must succeed.
The latest proposal of the Government to remove the
£y tax ouly from women d=monstrates beyond doubt
their consistently hastile attitude and bad faith towards
the Indian community.

—

' vText of the Searle Judgment

We are now ahle to give the {ull text of the now-
tamous Seazle judgment. )

Ms. Justice Searle, in-giving judgment, smd: 1
should have been glad to have had a little more time
in regard to giviog judgment in this matter so as to
have been sble to go into it somewhat more iully,
but on account of the departurs of a steamer it is of
urgency and thus requires to be disposed ot at ooce.
The facts are not in dispute. The applicant, an
indian wha has been living at Port Elinabeth since
1902, obtained a- permit last year to go to India,
where he contracted a *marriage” by Mahommsdan
rites with one Bai Mariam, who now seeks admission
to this country with him, ag an immigraat under Act
10, tgob. It is admitted that she is unable to satisly
. the quslifications of Sect. 3 (a) of Act 30, 1906, and

that unicss she is to be regarded as the wife of
applicant undet section 4 (e} of that Act, she cannot
" claim admission.  What appeared at first to me to be
& difficully in the way of the respondent was that a
certificate from a magistrate in Indiz was annexed to
the petition in which it was stated that she was the
wiic of the applicant; but T understand that that
document is only admitted as evidence subject Lo
the admission made by the applicant that this so-called
- mawinge was what is commonly knowa as a polygaio-
ous one; in other words, that the applicant was free to
enter any unions of a similar nature during the sub-
sstence of the marriage with Bal Mariam. As 2 fact
howeser, he has not done so, and the guestion lor
discussion, it is agreed between the parties, is simply
narrowed down to this * What is the meaning of the
word  wite in sec. 4 (e) ol the Act” doesit mean a
wife by a marriage recognised as legal by the laws of
this conatry, or must the term be extended to embrace
@ to-called wife by a cu-tom which recognises ploy-
pamy? The courts of this country have always set
their ftaces against recogoition of these so-called
Mashommedan marriages as legal unions; although
by Act 16 of 1860 of Cape Colony, provision was made
wheroby marriage officers could solemnise such and
thus give them validity, until so solemnised they re-
main out of the pale of legal marriages. It is clear,
however, that such solemnisation has not takea place in
this case, znd there is no statement even of aony inten-
tion to effect this if Bai Mariam is permitted to land.
It was in consequence of the existence of that statute
that Magistrate's case and the others quoted on the
same lines where decided. The obj=ct of allowing the
wife of an immigrant to land with him was no doubt
because of the imimate legal relations existing between
busband and wite, whereby they are partners in legal
" contemplation for many purposes and the busband is
bound to maintain the wite until they are legully
separated by the Court. 1f, however, persons are
admitted as * wives ” who might legally be repudiated
the next day after the arrival by the husband entering
into o lawiul union in this country with someone else,
or even without his doing 30, it seems to me the object
of the exemption in favour of the-wite would not be
catried into effect. The statute i3 in geperal term; it
is oot framed merely for Asiatics or indeed principally
tor them, though the word Asialic is incidentally
meotioned in the Act; pot atl Asiatica, however, con-
tract unions of a polygamous character. It is said that
&t all events one ‘“wife” should Le admitted of &

.
——

Mahommedan umon, and Fda not knew wiocther it s
to b_a _the ﬁrst that cones, or the first that is mareiod ;
pul 1t1s satd that otherwise there will he great handshins
imposed and iwworality  porsumiably  encouriaed .
thege are matters tor the legisiature (v connider, though
L am not satisfied that such consequences waulid nec s-
sarily ensue by the interpretation of the Actl coniended
lor by the respondent.  The matter has never been
judicially dectded in this Province, but in the Transvaal
a recent decision disclosed a diftercnce ot opiniun on
the Bench  The Transvaal Statute is in similar termy
to Act 30 of 1906, and I agree with the decision ol
the majority of the Court. This is not a case where
merely cerewonial forns of the mamage celebration
1o the loretgn country by partics domiciled there are
different from those r quirsd in this country: in sush
cases it may well be thuw the miuriage could not be
impeached here, but this is a case where the vory
elements and essentials of a legal union of marriage
are by admission, wanting. As pointed out for
respondent, when the legislature of this Colony did
intend to put a wider interpretation on the word
“wife” 50 as to include a reputed wife as in Act 1y,
1863, the Act clearly said so: the onus here lies on
the applicant and I am not satisticd that be has
discharged it. The application must he refused,
It was swgpested that the Court shoukl intimate
that Buai Mariam might be allowed to land if appli-
cant agreed to legaise his marriage under Act 16
of 1860, but that s nota water lor the Court to
inter ere widy, though I can see no objctiun to such n
course of the procedure if the Minister shoul § direct it,
I don't even know it machinery [oe such legalisation at
present exists. As costs are not pressed lor, there will
be no order as to costs,

The Munien Case

‘I'he tollowing correspendence has takon place be-
tween Mr. Poluk aud the Secretary for Justice in this
Case i—-

Mr. Polak to the Secretury for Justice, 1o May
1913

#[ have the hanour to enclose herewith a marked
copy of the current isaue of INpianN Ortxion, and to
direct the attention of the Honourable the Min stur to
the circumstances related in the warked portion. My
infirmant % a prominent European protessional man
resident in Verutam, and there 1s, [ fesl assured, no
doubt of the {acta.

[t appears to me that a grave injustice has been
done in this and similar cases, and that the Magiatrate
has not acted with that bumanity which one always
hopes tor from the Bench. ‘

#The Honourable the Minister, T have no doub, is
most anxious that justica should be done taatl His
Majesty's subjects in South Alrica, regardiess of race,
and I, therefore, have no hesitation in requesting him
respectiully to cause an inguiry to be mude in this
matter, with a view to the prevention of a recurrence of
the circumstances,” :

The Secretary to Mr. Pelak, 27th May, 1913

“ I am directed by the Minister of Justice toacknow-
ledge the receipt of yolr letter of the aoth inst, on the
subject of the case ol one Muniun, and to inform you
that Sir David Huoter is putting a question in the
House ot Assembly on the same subjuct.”

———

Mr. Polak to the Secretary, 2nd June,

1 have to acknowledge the receipt ol your letier,
C.T. 1%33, of the z7th ulto, on the subj:ct of one
Munien. .

I bad already learnt of Sir David Hunter's guestion,
and ol the disappul: ting terms of the Honourable the
Minister's reply thereto.

41 fod it ditficult to understand the Miniier's
statement that he bhad mot sufficient information to
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warrant any inquiry, io view of the facts that I had
placed before him in my letter of the zoth alto. Fur
tupately, such informalion us wei availgble enabled
the suprenre Court, on the same day that the Hopour-
able Minister's reply was given in the H use of Assem-
bly, to come 10 the comciusion that a grave injustice
had been done, and that the conviction should ~be set
aside and the sentence quashed, with costs against the
Government. 1 have pleasure in enclosing berewith a
copy of the newspaper report of the proceediogs on
spjeal, -

“ It i & matter of extreme regret tha, in the opinion

" of the Honpurable the Minister, matters affocting th=

liberty of the subject arc not fit matters for thorough
intuiry by the Gnvernment or for consideratiun by the
House of Assembly, and it is even more regrettable,
having regard to the Imperial aspect of the question,
that the impression will be created upon the mind of
the Indisp public that Iodians must, as heretofore,
look to the Supreme Coutt for protection agaiost in-

© justice which it is witbip the competence of the Gov-

ernment to remedy,” '
From the Editor’s. Chair -
PRI HIHA A AAXODOOOOS!
THE SITUATION =
Mussus. Avexaspik and Meylor, who bave shown a
very groal spirit ol independunce ‘and fearletsness,

altempted, even when the Bill was sent back by the
Senate for rapproval of its amendments, to secure

-THE ROYAL ASSENT . ';}
Ju& befre goinz to Press we received copy of the.
wire sent to Mr. Rustomjee by Lard Gladstane's Private
Secretaty infyrmiog bim that the Bill was sanctioned
in the Kiog’s A .
"Bill as it was originatly framed, had it been passed,

pame, It therefore comes to this: the -

would have received the Royal Assent. We are sony— -

not for the commaunity which will survive the shock— .
but for the Imperial Goveroment which is imprial onty

N

in name aad which in reality is the slave of any bully -

of 2 colony which has sufficient audacity to dictate to ..

it. If passive resisters have full faith in themselvas
they will offer passive resistance both to the local as-

well as the Imperial Government. An appeal 1o the
latter now can be of little avail seeing that they have :

s

accepted the Bill with their eyes open. Qurappeal must

be to ourselves, and il we fail in that appeal, we shall

-

deserve all that the local Government may do -amd

wuch worse. - . -

" THE BLOOD MONEY -~ _
Mr MryLER has rendered a service to the community °

by strenuously opposing the RBill to exempt Indiam

women only from the cruel tax of £3 ‘asd thus killiag

e g e @

PR

the measure. It may seem  hard-hearted to be glad |

that a relief Bll has been killed.- But this so-called -
exemption Bill was really a Bill on theé part of the -
Guvernment to0.gain cradit for themselves,. It was |
" |- designed, as we pointed out last week; to postpone "~

indefinitely the removal of the tax from men.- Mr.

Government obtaining cheap spplanse. It is now.
easier both for the Imperial Government and us to-

|, Meyler sxw the trick and he would be o party ¢ the ~

secure at an early date, by well-sustained ' action,.

the total repeal ol the inht'man tax, and thus to compel -

justice for those to satisly whom the .Bill is sappesed } the Goversment to.redecm its gssurance- to Mp

. %0 have been passed. But Mr. Iischer wag unbending, akhale. 1= A a0 S
He would not listen to any amendment. Mr. Mevler G AE Lo e, R ke
pleaded that those who had bled for Natal for five | ' Lk

ycars and were theo paying an aunual tax ot £; for ) D e ale;sr Li Ceng e;S .

the privilege of living in Natal as free men, should, _ - ) A 3
st least, De protecied againt being declared prohibitedd ‘The Natal Proviacial Council wend into Commtttee
-0n the: Retai} Dealers' "Livence Amendment Draflt " |

. o
&

. ata e

inmigrants under the new Bill. Mr. Fischer hud,
 however, prepared ua {or his rejection of Mr. Mayler's | Ordinance on the rzih instant, . & ool .
proposal by his extcaordioary reply to the Colonial- | - After discussion, the ADMINISTRATOR ‘agreed that °
Bora Indian Astociation and the Jigyasa Sabha, | th¢ ordinance required ofore’ careful consideration °.
through which he has Loen good enough to inform | than sppeared oo the fice-of it, as the interests of -
the community that, in the opiniun of the Government, E:Scf:-: :éa race unrepresented in the -Couoeil wese - .-
the £3 tax is sell-imposed, io that the tax-payers have . TN .
committed 2 breach of the covenant enter.d into by &ogress were r‘eported, with leave)_td i
the 3 This eruel reply showa what is in store for ‘us
in wture. But *sufficient unto the day.is the evil .
¢+ thereol” 'We need not, therelose, peep into. the future,
which will take care of itsel, if- the present will do
Likewise. : . b

We were in doubt as to whether'the Bill was designnd

- to take away the richt of resideace in Natal of the
puyars of the £3 tax. We have to thank Mr. Mevier
for having had this point cleared up. Impossible of
acceptance as the Bill is for 4he objectians slready
st forth in these columos, this new inforimation makes,
® doubly impossible lor the Indian community to
acceptit. It mwust have gone dowa very low indeed, |
il it subscribes to a Bill which deprives these miskers
of Natal of their heritage. I anyone has a right to
~ Bve in peace and under the most Javparable circum-
atances in Natal, it i our indentured brethrea: Ths
- Satesmen . of this Province have, with, ong voice,
admitted that Natal owes its prosperity to the presence
of these men. - It they have'na right to reside in Natal
without molestation snd disburbince those of us who
have coms to South Alrica, not to slave fer it but to
better ourselves in it, have much less.  Tha -revival of
passive Pesistance, therelore, is a sacred duty imposed
upon those who have any regarll for the welfare aad
honour of 1he community. S

: aﬁn °

. - } - - | L . o
" ‘The Committee of the Durban. Chamber of Come_, :
merce have submitted to-the Provintial Government -
‘the view that retail dealers, agents, antl hawkers should . .-
alike be subject to the licensing system; whether they.. .

do or do not deal solely in Colonial groduce,> = .. "=
. t . - - ! -t )

ERU -

- 'Fhe executive ol the City Chamber .of Commerca™ -
(says the Natal Mereury) have made representations -
to the Maritzburg memhers. of the Proviacial Council -
on the Retail Doalers’ Licence Draft Ordinance, and™ .
bave taken up the same position in regaed to-tha Bill T
as that by the Dusbso- Chamber. Fr yeems;—--
however, ‘that difticulties are apprehended in drafting - -
definitions which will effect the desired object, The -
matter is said to be very:complicated, and this accounts -
for the Tact that the Bill has pot yet been amended . -
and is still in the Committee stage’ . Mr, Wylie, K.C,
drew the atiention Jesterday to the difficelty-of avoiding
complizations in the mmner ot Indian licences, and
pointed out that they would have to be very caretul in -
the wording of their ameadments - if these were to- -
bave the efizct desired. .The  Administrator remarked- -
th:; ’{ﬁmhu r]easoln for care was that they were dealing -
i e people uf & _
the Councl - O he wero unrepistented ia

-
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. week, amid laughter.

/June 218T, 1913

- present, when the Couris had been called upon to deal

'this tax upon women by regulation, because that was

“complate failure in this tespect, and therefore the

]
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The £3 Tax

In the House of Assembly, on the 16th instant,
Mr. Fiscuen (the Minister of the Interior) moved the
second reading of the Natal Indian Immigration Law
Amendment Bill. The object of this measure, be
pointed out, was to relieve the women of the poor
Indians of a tax of £3. There had been some dis-
cussion s to whether the tax should be abolished
altogether, the poor men, as well as the poor women,
but Government, who had bad the matter uader con-
sideration did pot see their way to do so. It was
recognised, however, that it was a hardship that Indian
women should be called upon to pay, Up to the

with perseculions for non-payment of this tax by women
some magisirates took the view that they should press
hardly for the tax, while others were of the opinion
that it should pot be imposed. .

Mr. MeviEr (Weenen) said he would offer the
utmost resistance tn this Bill. He did oot see why
Government should be helped out of a difficulty which
they hed got into in the administration of this law,
Last yoar tha Government collected this tax from 42
women only, out of the whole of the Indian women in |
Natal, who were liable to pay it. It had been one of
the most disgraceful things that had happened in Natal
that a fow women should be made to pay thistax. The
great bulk of Indian women had no means with which
to pay. The Government, he contended, could remove

one which was never meant to apply to women. He
quoted the Natal Attorney-General oo this point. He
(Mr. Moyler) had a cavle sent him by Mr. Gokhale, in
which the latter said he had been given definitely to
widerstand_by the Union Administration that they
would take off the Who i this £3 tax. He (Mr.
Meyler) objected to the House proccedif-with this

Bill unless the Minister was prepared to tackle The [

The original intention of tha tax was

whole question.
It had been a

to Jorce the Indians back to India.

Goversmont might as well do away with it altogether,

Sir Davip Hunter (Durban, Central), holding a
sheal of telegrams in his hand, unsuccessfully endeav-
owred to catch the Speaker’s eye. .

Mr. NzseR (Potcheistroom) moved the adjourmment
ol the debate. - - '

This was agreed to, and the MiNISTER {ixed that day
This means that the Bill bas
been dropped. —Reuter. :

Local Protests
The folldwing telegraphic cggeﬁpondence bas passed
respecting the £3 tax:— , "~ .
From Kathiawar Arya Maggal,-Tiughan, to Interior,
Capetown. T : .

. . « & ' .
“My Socisty strongly pmtgsti character Bill exempting |

women only £3 @x, which Indians regard inhuman,
unjust, un-Christian. "My Society has been under.
impression, which aow confirmed by Honourable
Gokhale's cable, assurance given by Government they
would introduce legislation early date for total repeal
tax. If Bill passes presént {orm, grave situation will .
be produced. Earnestly jmplore Government” repeil
tax altogether.—Chairman.”

From Gujarati Hindus to Interior, Capetown

“Gujarati Hindus beg Government amend £3 tax Bill
20 as exempt all liable to pryment. Honourable Gok-
hale's recent telegam confirms impression Indian
community that Government had given assurances
total repeal, which impression circulated those affected
and in India. Gujarati Hindus deplore Government's*
attitude Immigration Bill, which retains racin! bar, on
Minister's own admission, and takes away existing
rights. Uncertain whether legal effect amendment

i

marriage -section bas removed - grievance. . ‘Gujarati

Hindus feel that bostile action Government in face of -
solemn undertaking of pruvisional settlecent will pro-
voke renewal passive resistance, which will have active
sympathy, support Indians throughout Unioa.

The following wire was seat by the Anjuman Islam
to Mr. Fischer. . . o .

* My Association deeply disappoioted observe Govern-
ment's failure fulfil moral obligation Gokhale. repeal
£3 tax. My Association earnestly requests amendment
present Bill to exempt women only so 4s to relieve .
communpity disgrace burden ubjust tax. Randaree, .
Chairman.” . , .

) A Reply : S
The Hon. Secretary of the Colonial-Born Indian
Association and the Shri Hindi Jigyasa Sabha received
the following, dated the gth instant, from the Minister -
of the Iaterior :— - .
I have the hooour to acknowledge the receipt of
our letter of the 3rd instant in which you refer to the
"£3 tax at present payable by ex-indentured Indians in
Natal. The Ministdr is somewbat at a loss to under-
stand to what you are referring in- the first paragraph ot
your letter. - L .
“ As your Association will no doubt have observed
from the Public Press, a Bill ;providing that female
ex-indentured Indians shall not, in future, be liable to
the tax was introduced into the House. of Assembly
some days ago. o . :
“ On the general question of the incidence of the tax,
I may point out to Yyou that your Association appears
to have overlooked the fact that the burden is self-
imposed and that the liability for the tax only falls on ~
those who break the covenant which they are required to

enter into by Section 3 of Natal Act'No. 57 of 1895.”

In reply to the above, the Hon," Secretary of the
Coloy'2!-born Indian Associatfon wiites ;- Vo
] have fi¢ honour, on behalt of my Committee, to

acknowledge theiaceinpt of yourletter of the gth instant
in reply to mine of the gra-5a3ant, with reference to
th® annual tax of £3 payable by ex-in ﬁﬂl@w—
male and female. . Tt
“In reply, I beg to state that the first paragraph of
my letter has reference to Genperal Smuts’ speech in .
which he stated that he wished to. consuit the Natal
members before he could decide to remove the tax. =~ -
“ My Committee has seen the reference in the Local
Press toghe Bill to remove the tax of ex-indentured
women. * But my Committee teel that the tax is such
an jnigquitous exaction that it should be removed from |
men as well as women. It is my Committee’s desire
respectfully to point out to'the Honourable the Minister °
that, the Government having given an assurance to Mr.,
Gokhale i 1 this matter, they should now translate the -
assurance ioto actioa. | .. . - oo
* With reference to the 3rd paragraph of your letter, .
my Committee feels grieved that the Minister has seen
fit to justily the existence of the crue! tax on the °
strength of a statement which is so manifestly at -
variance with actual facts. - My Committee would
remind the Mibister that the tax is only euphoniously
so-cslled and that in reality it is a penaliy exacted from -
the most innocent men and- women whosge only crime
is that they have served Natal only too well by giving ~
the best years of thewr lives.© My Committee humbly -
considers it a travesty of facts to say that these men, -
who do not understand the nature of contracts impos;
the tax on themselves by breaking the condi;ion that
they should return to India .at the end of their
term of indenture which has been described by dis-
tinguished statesmen as = state of slavery, - - - k
iy St s s
e grievance so widely and acutely felt as thi
tax, and to add that, the mam{e:r in which zhe é'xacttil:;; ;
has been detended n your Jetter only increases the
fpisterness of the feeling in the matter.” Coe
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The Hon Secretaries of the Shri Hindi Jigyasa
Sabha write :— - ) : ‘
# We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the yth instant, on the subject of the £33
-tax. Our Association has 1ead in the papers of the
introduction into the House. of Assembly of a drafe
Bill providing for the removal of ex-indentured Indiaa
women from the incidence of the tax The announce-
ment of the introduction of the Bill came as a shock to
my Assotiation, for it was the general beliel of the
Indian tommunity, a belief that has within the last
- week received cable confirmation from the Honourable
Mr. Gokhale, who is now in London, that the Govern-
" ment had given assurances that the £3 tax was to be
entirely repealed. ~Our Association feels intensely the
. seripus “hardships and grievous injustice . imposed
" upon those who are liable to the tax by the Govern-
ment’s unsympathetic attitude in this matter, nor is

_our Association’s position made easier by the unfair’

_ suggestion that the burden- of the tax is self-imposed.
“In the humble opinion of our ‘Assaciation, the Guvern-
’ment canpot ke acquainted with “the circumstances in
which the so-called covenants are entererd-into by the
- ignorini pecple who are subsequently victimised by
-their.pwn innocence and the iniquity of a system that
. they bave® never understood and that has gone far to
- dernoralise them. e :
.7 Qur Ascociation respectiully expresses the opinion
“that $uch ¢ovenaots entered in ignorance are not binding
- upcasthose who have, by what amouats to {raudulent
areténces, been induced to become parties to them.
¥ #On Lehalf of our Asspciation, therelore, we veature
» respectfully to protest against the hard and un-Chris
.- tizn sentiment contained in the second paragraph ol
7 yomwy o erand to express the earnest hope that even now
" the Govérnment may be pleased to .redeem their assur-
- ances, and thus terminate 2 scandal of long-standing.”

oy LA a-

L E S The Bill

oy L
[T |

Y. "Oua.the r3th instant the H5use of Assembly had a

v final Ein%guh? immigrantd Reguhation Bill, which
= E TS Tack from the Senate with some amendments (says
t. theiValal Witness)=" " - 7 C

P .\Er +Miyren {(U)-(Weanen) proposed- a further
- ‘amendment, desigued. to protect the rights of persons
i born in-South Africa;, uoder the Cape Act of 1906,
v Mr, FiscHer (Minister of the Interior) pointed out

~“that this bhad already been discussed in both Houses, -

~and be declined to re-open the subjects
' "The amendment was begatived, and a similar fate
- beful ‘another amendment proposed by Mr. Meyler,
which has also been discussed betore. _

[The amendment sought to place ex-indentured
‘Indians amongst unprohibited immigraats,—Ed. 1.0.]
_ Mrr Arkxanoer (U.) Capetown) proposed that-the

Bill should-come into force in October next, instead of
August. This also was negatived. * .
Tae Bill was again sent to the Senate for “ certificate.”

An Appeal -
- “Writing on the 3rd instadt to the " Cage Tmes, the
Rev. R, Balmforth says:— ' B - .
- u\With reference to the interview with Mr. Gaudhi,
. which a%‘peared i yesterday's Cape Titmes, may 1
- suggest that before the Immigration Bill passes the
Sepate some attempt-should be made to explain and
“carry vut the honourable understanding which we
- gll understood had been arrived at between the Govern-
ment and the head¥ of the Indian commuaity through
" the Hon. Mr, Gokhale. - None of us, I am sure, wish
to sss the whols wretchad business of passive resistance
enterad wpon again, and meo ot culture ahd refine-
ment gent to hard labour in the prisons, especially
upon matters which could easily be arrangad by mutuul
trust. 1t must be borne in mind. that our Indian
friends are not asking for unrestricted immigration—

Juxe 2157, 1913

they are only asking that the restrictions shall not be
such as imply dishonuur or inherent rtacial inequality.
All of us agree that the indiscriminate ajwmixwre of
races of widely different customs aed civilisations is
unwise, and the lewders ol the Indian community
recognise thig aisa. Ut the Guvecnment would allow the
Hon. W. P. Schreiner ta act as intermediary, [ feel
sure that some understanding would be arrived at
'a'*hich would safeguard South Africa, and at the tama
time satisly our ludian [cllow-citizens. [ write as Acting
Local Secrotary of the Universal Races Congress, and
{hough we have had no formal meeting, as our members
live at great distintes apart, [ feel that T am giving
expression (o their views,  May of the members ot the
Congress, [ may sy, hwe mide a special study of
racial questions, and th:ir views should carcy some
weight,” '

Funds. for the Struggle

As the strugizle secims to be impending, an English
ady has sent in aid of.it"her only goldea chain which
she thinks she has no right to keep or wear whilst her
Indian sisters and brothers are likely to suffer impri-
sonment for getting redress of injustice Mr. Gandhi,
to whom the chain has been given, will sell it to any
friend who may priz: it s a memento and token of the
bond hetween the two races whom the Union Govern-
ment, the enemies ol this continent, ol the Faupire of
which it is a part and of both the races—European
and Indian—would put usunder, if they could,

Mr. Natesan has cabled £ 100 from Madras {or the

" same cause.

A movement, it would appear from our Indian ex
chinges, is on foot to culicet funds in aid ot the

struzale. - i B o

b~
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|_t-- -~ 7"News in Brict

Mt Hajee Ismail Hajee Aboobaker Amod Jhaveri,
the son ot the late Mr. Aboobuker Amod, landed in
Durban duripg the week and was welcomed by many
friends.

" “The Secretary to thc Indian Bazwr Committee
announces further gilts trom Mrs. Rev, Phillips, Mrs,
V. Lawrence {Durban), Mrs. Jamoabai K, T, Gijjar

- {Somerset East), M. Puarbhco Ratanji and Megsrs,

B. P. Ebrahim and Co.

" The Union Parliament was prorogued on the 10th
instant until September 19th,

- We have received a telegrara frgm Johannesburg to
the effect that the Fordsburg ~cases have been won

. This has reference to the atteupt that was being made

to temove Indiang Irom Eordsburg. We hope to report

these cases next 'week. )
. . _" - -

The Star (London) says 2= The madness of Europe

beggars all comment. Frahge, Ge=rmany, Russia, and

Austria are all rushing like Gardlifene swine down the

‘precipice of arinaments mito the sca of war.”

In his ‘notes on the debate on the Natives' Land
Bill in the Senats, the cucrespondent ol the Nafal
Mercury writes i—Senaton Schrciger appearcd to have
the viewpoint, rather, ol the cducatea nattve. He

_spoke with a moral earnestness, an inteltectual grasp,

an emotional glow, and a precision of flexibility ol
style which proclaimed bim easily the orator ol
sither House. 1 do not comipare him with Mr
Merriman, whose genius, supreme in s owo way,
is whotly diRarent—except to @y this 1 that Mr.
Mernmao canoot touch the deep notes as  Mr.
Sehreiner does. Hes maketl s herers uncomlortably
aware that thay hive a coasc ence inside them, and
for = speakat 1n Pathament thaty £ should say, is ths
last triumph, . :



