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WILL THE GOVERNMENT BE HONEST?.:

R, POLAK has addressed the following letter, lApplicants were to be unconditionally released. . Not- "

dated the 27th ultimo, to the Minister of the
Interior (= . - o
41 have the honour to revert to my letter ot the 4th
ultimo, and to bring to the notice of the Honourable
the Minister the following additional facts ia connec-
tion with its subject-matter. :
+ g, Subsequently to the despatch to the Registrar
of Asiatics of the applications for registration, under
Act 36 of r9o8, ol Messrs, Bhawaui and Devi Dayal,
referred to in paragraph 27 of my letier, and having
alvo forwarded supporting affidavits and other docu-
mentary evidence and relevant information, I was
asked by him to send the Applicants to the Chiet
Immigration Officer, Natal, who, however, informed
me, on the 4th ultimo, that he had received no in-
structions. It thus appears that Mr. Cousins, his
acting predecessor, had failed to notify the Registrar
ol the Applicant's desirs to comply with the provisions
of the Act, and of which 1 had acquainted him on the
g7th December, and had placed the whole onus. of
action upon them without informing them of the fact.
3. On the 6th, . I was informed by the Chief
lomigration Officer that he had been instructed to
take the application, which were made de movs, on the
official forms, N ot ‘
“4. On the same day, in the course of an jnterview,
I reminded the Immigration Officer that the Order of
the Supreme® Court, requiring the Applicants to take
action in a competent Court within 14 days of the date
of tha Order, the asth December, ran as from the 3rd
ultimo, in accordance with the Rules of the Court, the
intervening days being Court holidays. To this he
made no reply. T also asked him to hasten the des--
patch of the applications to the Registrar, sd that the
. Applicants would have ample time to take legal action,
should this become necessary. o . :
%5, When, however, I applied next day, the yth._
-ultimo, for & further extension of the visiting passes,
which had been issued to the Applicants on the 26th
December, and extended to that date, I was astonished
to learn that the Immigration Officer refused to extend
them, on the ground that the Qrder of the Court, which
:lns expressed to run until further order, expired that
ay. ) . - -~ )
6. I protested energetically against this arbitrary
refusal, pointiog out that the applications, which had
ooly been despatched the.day before, owing to the
dilatory action of Mr. Cousins, could not have yet
been received by the Registrar, by whom they still had
to be considered, that the Order of the Court still rap,
and that the Applicantt were under no immediate

obligation to take legal action to enforce their claims. |

My protests, however, weat unheeded. - .
“ 7. The Order required that, upon the ledging with
_ the Immigration Officer of the security demanded, the

~

-Tight to be there

withstandiog this, he bad obliged.them to take the

thereon, of which .£ 10 was,.on the 6th ultimo, refunded

to Mr. Bbawani Dayal, when he was allowed by the -

Honourable the Minister to remain in Natal, on the
strength of his education test, . ’

above-mentioned visiting passes, and had allocated the . -
sum of £ 40, out of the £r0o security, as deposits:

-

* 438, Section 31 of the Immigrants Restriction Act

of 1903, as amended by Section 5 ot the Act of 1906, ~

provides thatia person who has entered Natal upon a ..

visiting pass, and who is found in the Province after .

the time gliowed by such pass, as extended, shall suffer

forteiture of his deposit thereon. - The ‘Applicants were,,;
. therefore, faced with the alternatives of having their

visiting pass deposits forfeited and of. being obliged to -
. institute costly legal proceedings for the recovery-

thereof, or of leaving the Province immediately if they . -

wished to save the deposits.

“9. Having in consideration the fact that they could -
not take legal action, as contemplated by the Otder of
the Court, in any Natal Court, upon their c¢laims to. .

" enter the Transvaal, and that they could.not approach .
the. Transvaal Courts, until their-claims had been-
rejected by the Registrar, and their appeal against his -
decision dismissed, the Applicants felt_that it would:.

‘be preferable for them to proceed at onceto the Trany-~,.

the Transvaal, should nécessity arise. -

- " 1o, Upon amival at Volksrust, the whole party
were detained, and I asked that they should be brought*
- before the Magistrate, but it was explained that the -
instructions of the Registrar must fist be sotight. *

A telegram was despatched

" vail, where they could procure unimpeachable evidence™ -

in support of their claims, even at the risk of being:
.arrested at Volksrust as prohibited immigrants, "They -
accordingly left for the Tiansvaal on the night of-the
7th ultimo, and 1 accompanied them, in order to-°
facilitate their joumey and appear on

.

their behalf in <

. to that official; stating the »
circumstances and that I was prepared to proceed -toi --

Pretoria with the Applicants, so as to submit further-

evidence to him: On the evening of the 8th, a reply
police to prosecate the Applitants

came, instructing the
and their wives at once as prohibited im >
uniess they immediately retumelc)l to Natal, wlT:E-.mu'
were wanted for contraveation of the immigration laws

-of that Province. The latter statement was' wholly-

sct, for Mr. regarded as~
a prohibited immigrant in Natal, and' the others had-a- -
during the-peadency of the Order of

incorrect, for Mr. Bhawani Dayal was not

the Court.

' x1. Upon my request, and after [ had narrated the . -

circumstances of the.case, the Magistrate gmanted s

‘remand to Pretoria until the 16th. .. Later, I submitted” -

further evidence to the

Registrar, who-zgreed- to+ g
further remand until the . iy

3oth, but, belore that date, .
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I was notified that the claims had been admitted and
that the charge was being withdrawn. Registration

certificates have since been issued to the Applicants, .

bearing the names of tbeir wives. I would here remark
that whilst the Transvaal authorities have accepted the
evidence produced by Mr. Bhawani Dayal that his
wile is in fact his wife, the same evidence was not
accepted previously by the Natal Immigration Officer,

and the ludicrous position arises that Mrs. Bhawan
Dayal, o long as she remains in the Traasvaal, is safe

.from molestation st the hands of the immigration
officials, but that she 'is liable to arrest and summary
deportation should she accompany her husband to
Natal. -

','n.l i have the honcur to refer 'thc; Honourable -

the Minister to ths enclosed copies of correspondence
with the Natal Immigration Officer, o the subject of
the refund of the balance of the security ordered by
the Court to be lodged with him, from which it will
‘be seen that that officer has, upon a series of frivolous
. pretexts, done bis-utmost to delay tha refund, and
thereby injure the Applicants. N ' ‘

~-#yq° The Applicants arrived at Durban 61: the-

“agnd December, in a perfectly open and innocent
manger.. They claimed to be allowed to apply for

| registration under the Transvaal law, upon the fact that -

they- were actually resident in Johanoesbirg on the
. 318t day of May, 1go3. Assuming that the Government
.do not iatend that the provisions of the law shall be
‘made’ a dead-letter and .the rights conferred by it
"nullifed by administrative action, the Applicants
. should have been allowed to.land on visitlhg passes
‘immediately, and as a matter of routine, to eoable
.them to comply with the law. These werg, however,
. refused, and the refusal, together with the careless®

,teading of my telegram to the Registrar ol the d4th’]

' December, which seems to have led him to suppose
. that:. the Applicants’ claims were other than they
.really were, .compelled them to seek the protection of
the Court, whose order both senior Immigration
,Officers of this Province attempted, in one way o
‘anothér to evade, Eventually, the Applicants were
 forced to-proceed to the Transvaal, because of the
Chief, Immigration Officer’s wiltul distortion of the
‘QOrder, and to suffer there -very great incoovenience,
. owing to the criminal proceedings wantonly launched
: against them by the Registrar, whilst their claims were
“yet under <onsideration ; and even after these were
_recognised, they had the. utmost difficulty in obtaining
the reture of their security. - .

", ¥ 14. " Almost the entire expense to which they have
been put, in order to make good their claims—a very
_simple process, as overwhelming evidence was procur-
“able and submitted-—has- clearly arisen, not owing to
any -fault of their own; but solely because of the in-
.difference, carelesspess, and aggressive policy of the
departmental officials, The Applicants, who are highly
respectable persons,” and knoWwn personally to the

Honourable Mr, Syed Ali Imam, the Law Member of

the Government of India (who has been apprised of
what bas transpired), feel much aggrieved at the wholly
undeserved persecution that they and their wives have
suffered, and on their behalf I ask that the Government
may be pleased ta re-imburse them in the following

-amounts, viz.:—Legal expenses, 451 8s. 4d ; travelling
expenses and other disbursements which, but for these
proceedings, would not otherwise have arisen, £322;
and interest on the sum of £6o (being the amount .of
the secarity lodged, less ;£40, deposited on the visiting
passes), from the 26th December to the 37th instant,
when the balance of the security was refunded.

i "5 I am aware that the injured parties bave
probably no legal claim against the Government, but,
il the facts set lorth above are true-—and as all of them

- have happened within my own,_ experience, I amin a

“position to vouch for their substantial accuracy—it is

" respectiully submitted that their claim is even stronger

“thau a purely legal claim, by reason of the further fact

“that the totally unwarranted and Provocative manner
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in which the officials dealing with the matter treated it,
is in violent cooflict with the empbatic declarations
made and repeated by the Ministers, that it is not the
intention or the desire of the Government to place any
‘inpediment in the way of those British Indians who
bave residential rights in any part of the Union.”?

The Question of Visiting Passes

In connection with the matter referred to under the
above heading in our last issue,'the Chairman of the
British Indian Association replied, to the Secretary {or
the Interior on the 4th instant, as follows ~—  ~

*I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 24th ultimo regarding the procedure
adopted at the Ports in respect of those British Indians
who come from India and who have residential rights
in the Transvaal. -

“In the humble opinion of my Asscciation, the
reply is highly unsatisfactory, lor it ignores tha real
state of things obtaining at the Ports.

! Your letters seem to suggest that Indian passengers
arrive from India with unsupported claims for the
Transvaal and that such persons are detnined on board
pending investigation by the Registrar, If persons
having unsupported claims were in the babit of coming
in any numbers, and it they wera allowed to remain
within the borders of the Union, though under detention,
my Association would bave no cause lor complaint.

- But it i the experience of my Association that Indians
with unsupported claims do not, as a rule, come, and
that those who do come are not detained, but sent
away by the vessels that bripg them.

“In the case ol the brothers Dayal, their claims
were, as the Honourable the Minister is aware, fully
supported, yet the boys would have been seat away,
had pot the Supreme Court iotervened. What my
Association submits is that- the relie! which the
Supreme Court grants should be accorded to such

applicants without their baviog to call in its inter-

vention, ,

“To explain its position better, it iz perhaps
necessary for my Association to set lorth the classes
of persous who have Transvaal claims,

“ Those Indians who are registered under the Asiatic

Act and hold registration certificates form one class,
These are able to produce documents to prove their
tight of resideace in the Tranavaal,

% Those Indians who tre not yet registered but who
have a right to be registered lorm the other class,
These cannot always have documentary proof, and

never such as could be effectively checked by the -

Port Imwigration Officers; for a majority of them can
support their claims oely by producing evidence ol
witnesses in the Traosvaal. Such was the case with
the brothers Dayal, Their litle to registration was
bazed on the fact that they were in the Transvaal on
the 31st May, 1goz, My Amsociation suggests that it
was not possible for them to prove their claim, unoless

‘they were enabled to bring forward evidence that was -

availabte only in South Africa. It is for such persons
that my Association sceks proteclion, which has been
cruelly and vexatiously denied hitherto by the Immi-
gration Officers at the Port ; and my Association trusts
that the relief requested will be granted.”

We regret to learn {says the Capes Times, that the
Right Hon. Abrabam Fischer is somewhat seriously
indisposed and, under medical advice, is not likely to be
able to attend to his Ministerial or Parliamentary duties
for some weeks, Meanwhile Sir David de Villiers
Graaft will take the'work of the Minister of the Interior,
and Sir Thomas Watt will look after the portfolio of
Laods. Should Mr, Fischer's health not permit him to

return to Parliament in time, General Smuts will take
charge of the Immigration Bill. '

~
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STILL THE DAYAL CASE

T'ms case involves such principles that it is still
epgaging the attention of the British Indian Association |

as also Mr. Polak’s, We gave further correspondence
between the Association and the Government in our |
last issue. We reproduce this week the reply of the
British Indian Association to the last letter from the
Government, and Mr. Polak's letter requesting that
the expenses incutred by the brothers Dayal, through
the high-banded and thoughtlessly irritating action
of the Immigration Officer might be refunded by the -
Goveroment, _ e

The letter of the Association naturally deals with
tha general question arising from the case. It is clear
that either the Department of thé Interior has been
misinformed, and therefore ill-setved, by the officers
under it, or that the Minister has himself chosen
deliberately to mis-state the position. Without unim.
peachable evidence to the contrary, we can but reject
the second proposition. And we have known officers,
belore now, misrepresenting facts, either wiltully or
unconsciously, to their superiors. The officers are far
more interested in doing so thaw the Minister in mis-
stating a position. The request of the Association is
pracise, and stated in the clearest terms. They want
that those who have Transvaal rights and come to
Natsl or the Cape from India may be permitted to
laod-under security in ordet to prove their claims and
make their application for registration, which they can
by law only do {rom a place in South Alfrica,
The Minister has fogged the issue by statiog that the
officers have instructions **to detain on board, under a
restriction order, all those passengers having unsup.
ported claima to go Lo the Transvaal, uatil such claims
are admitted by the Registrar. Ib this connection,
every [fucility is afforded claimants to submit their
cases,” The lacts, howevery are, as Mr. Polak has'
proved conclusively, that (1) claimants are not detaibed

. oo board, but they are sent away by the steamer they

are in; (2) these steamers, as a rule, do not stop in
the harbour longsr than tory-eight hours ; (3) the Immi-
gration -Officer places every imaginable hiadrance in

.the way of their proving or prosecuting their claims
) 54) applications have to be ecnt to Pretoria by post;

5) these applicatioos take soms days before they are.
considcred ; {6) they take longer sull before they are
finally decided, meaning a delay of probably a month,
as bappemed in the case of the brothers Dayal ; (7)
‘they must bs mada belore an officer appointed by the
Registrar; (8) this officer is the Immigration QOfficer,
who flatly reluses to take applications unless authorised
thereto by the Registrar in each case, though the law
does ot require this ; (9) even il a claimant succeeds
in making his application, the Immigration Officer
does not allow him to remain in the Province, even
under detention, pending result of his application ;

1a) finily, the Registrar does not authorise the

mmigration Officer to land such claimants whether
they bave applied or not. L ~

Wa shall be ioterested to know what the Minister
haa to eay to the letter of the Associstion. The case
for landing Transvaal claimants under visiting is,
in our opinion, complete, if it be assumed that they,

-

~ should have the facility for doing what the law requires

them to do. It reliet is oot granted, the conclusion -
will be irresistible that the Government intend "to
rob Indians ol even those rights which the law has
given them. , :

Mr. Polak's claim for a refund is no less strong.
The brothers Dayal underwent all the trizls we have
_above described. They had the additional difficulty
in that they were accompanied by their wives, one of

-

" describes his experience as follows &

them having & baby in arms, and that the latter, too,

'had to be full sharers in the troubles of then'husbands.
If the Government recoguise the claim, it will be a
graceful act and an earnest of their desire to treat
fairly those who have residential rights in South Africa.”
A —————————— . )
A PUBLIC EXAMPLE

A QuEsTION was raised that the. election of Mr
Gokhale to represent the nun-official members of -the
Bombay Legislative Council in the Vicersgal Council
was invalid, as he was an *“official” dmawing re- -
muperation from the public treasury 2s & member of .
the Public Services Commission.” Mr. Gokhale has, ;
we understand, set the matter at rest, in charactenstic ».
fashion, by declining to accept the remmneration to
which he would have been. entitled.” Such things-are
expected from such 2 man, whose whole life has been ¥
one of self-abregation in the service of the public.
‘We do not congratulite him upon-what he would
himselt regard as a perfectly patural-act,- but we

sincerely congratulate the . Mothetland upon - the

possession of so rare-minded a son. Whilst it is true .
that an incideat of this particular character could not-
occur in South Africa, where members of commissions
are statutorily exempted from the disabilities otherwise -

" attaching to the receipt of remuneration for their .

services in that capacity, M. Gokhale's example is one
that might well be followed even in this seli-goveming -
Dominion, where; on the contrary, such instances of
public ‘morality have .been, -at least of late years,.
practically non-existent. .~~~ - ..

;A Narrow Escape * '

Our Editor, Mr.‘Polak;’. whilst retufniné from ‘the
Settlement on Thursday of Izst week, narrowly escapedd

¥ drowning, in the same place where Mr. Kotwal, two

day previous, had such a fortunate escape from death..
In the course of a letter to Mr. Gandhi, Mr. Polak -
“The road was very bad going, right from the first,
and it was pourlng with rain. At the bottomot our hjll, _
the water was thigh-deep, and it was raining hard all.
the time, whilst it was 80 gusty that it was easier to"go -
on without unfurling the umbrellal I did not feel very -
anxious about the station spruit, as it never occurred to
me that the torrent would have swollen very much:
from thé morning, when .it was only knee-deep:. [
thought that, at the worst, it-would not be more than-
waist-high, and as I was already wet almost as far, this-
thought did not trouble me very much,. You may:
picture my amazement when I arrived at the spruit and "
found that the hollow was filled with water as far as the "
eye could reach.’ It was just like & big lJake. Even
then I thought that it would be possible to go through.
it without gettiog & bad ducking, and, loaded though I .
was with the portfolio and with a ‘sopping waterproot
and umbrella, I wtarted to wade in up to the waist, but
I found that the water was getting deeper, and that, in
the middle, the stream was rushing along at a startling -
rate. I accordingly .went back with the: idea of
reconnoitering und-finding some possible means of .
getting across at another spot. 1 was most anxious to
get to the station 50 as not to miss the traip, as, il I'lost
it, 1 thought it would have been impossible for me to .-
send any message to Mrs. Polak, who, 1 knew, wouid be
wonying if I did notturnup.: Urged on by this thought; -
I made another attempt to cross in the same place, and -
waded in 'still {urther, but found that, as 1 got nearer
the torrent, the water got deeper and deeper, and Ty -
portiolio was in dabger of getting swamped, s0, when I
bad gone in up to my armpits, I started to go back, and-
then noticed a couple ot natives on the furtber bank, -
who had come alongdrom the direction of the station, -
One of them tested the water with a long stick, and it
came to within a loot of the top. - He thereupon topk :
off his clothes, except a shirt, and started to wade in, -
‘Whea he got o the stream, he commenced 10 swim, bug .
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I thought at the time that he did this from sheer enjoy-
ment of the thing, and when he arrived at my side of
the lagoon I told him that I was very anxious to get 1o
the station, and asked him if it were possible to wade
to the other side. He replied that it could be
done, but that the water would reach up to the npeck.
This confirmed my impression that he had swum for the
amusement of the thing, and, ds I was already so wet,
I thought that it- did not much matter if I got a bit
wetter. I therefore decided to accept his help to getto
the other side, thirking that even neck-deep it would
be possible to cross safely. I, accordingly, gave him
my. portfolio to carry, and he took hold of my arm and
we.commenced our journey. But we had not gone far

~ when I found myself swapt off my {-et by the force of

the current, and, in elutching the bative, I-made him

- drop the portfolio, which. was swiftly washed away.

"

The turrent was twisting e round, and‘I was much

* impeded, first by my glasses, which, smeared over with

. with water and dragged me down,
“right back and practically under water, when the native

" sghillings—as a slight expression of my feelings and he

water, blinded me, and by the sodden waterproof, into
a rent in which I kept getting one of my feet, and m§
water-logged shoes and- gaiters, And I had instinct-
ively kept hold of my umbrella, which became filled
Finally I was swept

gripped bold of a palm tree as we were being carried
‘rapidly along, and I grasped it too. - The current was so
strong that I was twisted right round the tree,as I hadonly
‘one hand free; and it tock all my strength to twist my-
~gelf back again and hold on tight.

- caught in some rushes, and he brought it back ta me
“with.its contents sodden. Then, with a few vigorous
. plunges he menaged to get me to the bank. Even then,

-1 was not at the end-of my troubles, tor twice 1 nearly -

'fell back into the water, as the bank was so slippery and

* my things were hanging very heavy on me, there being

pounds of water in the pdckets of the waterprool
Howaever, ] managed at last to scramble up, and was
- able to express my gratitude in a more or less coherent
manner. The native’s rematks had undoubtedly in-

- duced me to make the foolhardy attempt, but, haviog

once got into the mess, I am sure that it would have
-been extremely difficult to get out of it but for the help
that he gave me. * He did not seem to be aware of the
part that he had taken in the matter, and I felt it very

_ difficult to. meke him understand, s¢ I emptied ‘my

pocket .into his band—it way only a matter of five

seemed very grateful, but not so much so as I was.
But 1 felt horribly mean st the idea of
him in this mercenary fashion.” | . -

*

L

" ..']'.‘her:a is no. getﬁﬂg away from the fact that

. the main.and the intolerable burden on the English

~ middle-class is:that which is necéssitated by ¢ keeping

.up a position,'” says the Oxford and Cambridge
Revtew, * This expenditure is imperatively demanded
“by our existing social system ; but that social system
" is 50 unexampled in the world’s history, so monstrous
" in itself, and so flagrantly opposed to ecomomic
* possibilities - that—though we recoguise it as a pre-

eminently solid fact—we cannot regard it with

g patience, and are quite certain that it has not ‘ come

'_..to_‘stay.', 7 o _
" #The medical man, the solicitor, the man in a

. -moderate way in the City, the young architect, the

kS

. writer of books or articles, the ordinary civil engineer,
the average decent tradesman—all these, and a host of

- ‘others, -are ' compelied, “for purely social reasons,

_to live in a style and at a rate which their means
simply do pot justily, and in which style and at which
“rate they would not so much as dream of living, were
they inhabitants (3{ any other European coun_ny." !
. £

I then asked the-
native to try to ficd the portfolio, which, fortunately, had.

rerhuperating

“ Kéepiﬁg _ﬁp a Po%itibn "o

Mr. Gokhale’s Congress Speech
(Continued) |

There is no question that the “Europeas mind is
domijnated by the fear that the people of India
may gredually swamp South Africa and turn that
country into another India. The position of the
Europeau there is already difficult. He is surrounded
by a large proportion ot the indigenous population
and somehow there is a feeling, a vague feeling,
on both sides that things are drifting towards a -
couflict although they may not endin a conflict. But
the average European naturally does not want to
have the position complicated by the introduction
9! another race. At present the number of Indians
is: 1g5e,000 against 14 millions of Europeans. The
European fecls- that there are three hundred millions
of people in India and that if only a few millions
go there, it would become difficult for the European
to maintain his position in that colony. The fear is
unjustified .because there is no desire onm the part
| of Indians to emigrate there. There is no career
for ‘educated men and they are subjected to the
utmost indignity possible. People bave mostly been
taken forcibly from here and the population has
gone on increasig. Now that the indenture system
has stopped, the number of people is bound to
dwindle till at last it disappears. There is no desire
on our part to flood that country, The community
there, however, is suspected by the European com-
munity of harbouring a design to import from India
Indians in large numbers 80 as to swamp that country
‘and occupy everythiog that is worth occupying for.
Indians themselves. Our compatriots there have,
of course, wo such design, but Mr. Gaodhi and
those associated with him say that as long as this
fear dominates the European miod, so long there

| is no chance of other grievances being redressed,

and those grievances are far more intolerable than
even these grievances of restriction on immigration.
What matters to the Europeans is not what we do here,
They do not care what you do in this country.
They do not ask you for any guarantee. They care
only for any agitation that may be started thers. If -
there is agitation in that country by the Indian
~community on the subject of immigration, then, of
course, their fear becomes intensified, If there is
no such agitatton there by the Indian community,
that fear is allayed. When Mr. Gandhi and I speak
of recognising that the Europeac mind in South Alrica
will have to be assured that the country will not ba
swamped by Indians before relief in the most pressing
directions ‘can come, we only state a fact that is
obvious to everyone in South Africa. Mr. Gandhi
and others think that, haviog effected so much in
regard to immigration, it wmay be left aside, and that,
later on, when India supports our countrymen there
better, and if Indians come to govern their own
country, the question muy be re-opened, but for the
moment,-Mr. Gandhi is coutent to leave it at that.
What course we, in India, ‘may follow does not
enter into the calculation at all, but the Indians in
South Alrica are surely entitled to chose the order in
which they will agitate for the redress of their grievaoces,
and the main consideration which must influence them
is paturally which grievances are most pressiog and
in regard to which of them early relief is practicable,
We, in Congress, take up some pressing questions and.
. put them forward prominently, leaving the less acute.
ones in the background without sacrificing or surrender-.
ing any one of the rights. From that point of view,.
Mr. Gandbi and his colleagues want now to keep'the
question of immigration in the background, jusi ag
they do, at present, those of admission to public service,,
or participation in public life, or even the franchise..
I myself, however, informed the Government of South:
Alrica that those questions are bound to be mised in

| future by the Indian community as education spreada
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among them. But there are many more pressing

- grievances urgently demanding redress. 1f you will
consider what they are, you will yourselves see that it is
not possible for a small harrassed community to fight

for free immigration where they are suffering such in-
tolerable wrongs. B .

s (To e contimued)

Pl . ]
d = —

The Rev. Koilpi_llai-

-The Rev. Dravium Koilpillai,” B. A., of the Syden-
bam Training College, left last week for a brief holi-
day in India, = There was a reception, held oo the eve
of his departure, to wish' him bon voyage. Many of
- our readers will be glad to know more about Mr. Koil-
pillai. We, theretore, take the {ollowing from a sketch
kindly supplied to us by Mr. Beethasee Afalraraj—

Having known the subject ofnils sketch personally
gince his arrival in this Province, and naving been inti-
mately coopected with him for the same period, I
cantruly say that to study his life is a_sure method of
becoming good. i he has pot been ablo to daszle his
countrymen, it i8 because by nature he is quiet, and
the bustle of life is positively distasteful to him,

Dravium Koilpillai was born of Christian parents,
on the 23td September 1880, at Ramnad, a city famous
for ita close proximity to Ramesvaram a place of
Hindu pilgrimage in Southern India, His father was
a teacher in the 8. P..G. Mission High School, Ram-
nad, for a considerable time, and afterwards promoted
to the Headmastership of the S. P. G. Seminary at_
' Sawerpuram within ten miles of Tutycorin, the nearest
Indian port to Colombo.' This Seminary was founded
by the late Dr. G. W. Pope as a training ground for

teachers and catechists, On attaining the age of 13
years, he was confirmed and seot to Palamcottah, the
Headquarters of the C."M. 8. i Southern India, where
he received his High School education. After 3 years
study be passed his Matriculatioa examination, being |
thep 17 years old, During the vacation, which- he
spent  at bome, his father became suddenly ill, and
the doctor 'gave up all hope of his recovery. The boy
was called to receive the parting message from his
dying lather. ‘He stood trembling beside his bedstead
earnestly awaiting those last words which came at last
in faltering tones, * Promise me, my son, that you -
will in your life enter the ministry and serve God
whom I have served these last 36 years. Promise me,

so that I muy die in peace.,” He bad saiready observ-
ed his ton's inclivation and taste for the work, but
“thesa were his first and last words to him on the sub-*
ject. Dravium could not refuse that request, made at

80 solemh & moment, a request, moreover, concern-
. ing the work to which he (elt drawn. He assented.

He turned and charged his eldest brother and brother-

in-law that they should pave the way for it, as he was

then too young, A smile passed over the dying man's

. face aod he bresthed his last. Eighteen months later
witnessed the psssing away of the lad’s dearly-loved
mother, and he was now left to the care of his brother, |
who sent him to the C. M, S. College at Tinnevelly to

Jeceive his secondgrade College education. He re-

moined there two years, during which time it.was his
- delight as Sunday came round to organise a party of

scholars to go out to the neighbouring villages preach-

- {ng tonon-Christians, and an extended evangelistic tour
-, was arranged during the holiday. . ‘ ,
He successtully passed his First-io Avts exam. After

* which his brother was unable to support him. It seem-
" d he could not {urther prosecute his studies, when he

“sat for the S. P. C, K. competitive examination, gain-
" *ing, to his joy, a scholarship, which provided bim with
., the cost of education and boarding tor two years of the
_ B, A, course. e took natural science as his special

subject. In 1903 he took his B.A. degree with hoo-

ours, -Whilst conterplating steps that would eventual

s

."
-

o

ly prepare him-for the great work he was pledged to
u,l;grcrtzke, a call came from beyond the Indian Ocean -
for teachers at S. Aidan's  Indian College, to which he «
responded, young as he was. He amrived on the agth
June, 1904, and was welcomed by many -prominent
Iodians. The Rev. Capon Smith, the then Superin-
tendent of Indian Missions, allotted Mr. Koilpillai the
post of assistant master under the Pnnclpal_'Mr._(uow -
Rev.) Thomas Hammond 3trong, “of the 5. Aidan’s .
Diocesan (now Provincial) Tranining College, xhich was
opened on 11th April, 1904. He wasalso appointed Rea-~
_der in the Church ; six months later he become a Cathe-
chist. In his secular work he devoted all his time and.
energy to the uplifting of the youoger generation. He :
trained the S. Aidan’s Mission School teechers for the
- Government Teaching Certifioate and nu.labour wag
not in vain. Many successes can be ascribed to the
-}Qod_..udﬂfﬁg'l)( Mr. Koilpillai. : L. o ’ 3
In 1905, he was awarded First Prize.in an Essay
Competition on “ Missionary” Work at Home and
Abroad,” which- was open to all European, Indian-
and Native Sunday schook teachers. =~ - - :
Duriog ano illness of the Principal he acted fer about -
a year as Principal of the College, performing his
duties in a capable mapmer,” - - - . <
The S. Aidan’s Literary and Debating Society, of
which he is an honorary lift member now, was estab-
lished by him, and this body bas had a great deal to
do in the way of improving the teachers. Mr, Koil-
pillai also started classes in Tamil for such as love to -
learn their own tongue, and good results are abundant-
ly evident in this conoection. .~ - = _ -
In-Jul}, rgos, his marriage to Mary Elizabeth, the only
daughter of Mr., George Thomas, ‘of Estcourt, took -
place. . Alter seven years’ happiness, the deeply loved -
wife was - taken hence, on 3xst March, 1912, -after a
brief illness, leaving two daughters and one son to
mourn her loss, R
° September 3s5th, 1910, witnessed his ordivation as
deacon, and his appointment as Assistant Curate of
Christ Church, Sydenham. He also conducts the
Tamil services at S. Aidan’s.: He is very broad-minded’
and honours a man who holds to his convictions apd-
follows what he believes to be right. _ He respects all .
religions, but firmly believes that Christianity will]
eventually be the Light of the World. .

v
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_Literary and Debating - Society"
7 A wellattended meeting of Indians was held at
the West End Bioscope Hall,-Fox Street,” Johannes-
burg, ‘'on Sunday last, for the purpose of forming an
Indian Literzu{aud Debating Society. Mr.J. Royep-.
pen presided ®and shortly explained the benefits to
be dgrived--from such an institution, . After : other -
expressions of opinion, all laudatory of. the project,
the Society was duly formed under the name. of
“The Johannesburg' Indian Literary and: Debating
Society.” The- following- were elected officials :— .
Patron : Mr. M. K. Gandhi ; President : Mr. J. Royep-
pen; Vice-Presidents: Messrs.-C. K. T. Naidoo, J. E.
Tavaria, D. Emest, Habib Motan and J. P. Patel ;"
Hon. " Secretary: Mr. P. K. Desai; Treasurer: Mr..
Bhikabhai Patel ; Committee : Messrs. K. J. Tavaria,
L R. M. Sodhs, T. S..Vassen, D. Kalanjee, Sharfoodeen,
P, K. Naidoo, John S. Andrews, D..S. Morgan,
M. A. Audrews, Dalpath Bhai, J. F. Marrian; S. B..
Medh, N. Ramjee, D. N. Naidoo,” P.- D, -Joseph,
R. 8. C. Pillay, N. Goolabhai; A. D, Williams, .. -
The objects of the Society were declared to be :—
' (2) to_initiate debates on subjects approved by the
Committee ; (bj to invite lectares, speeches, addresses-
on subjects of interest to the Society; (c) to.advance
the cause of education in the community; (d) to
engender and develop the spirit of devotion and duty -
to the Motherland; (e) to promote the spirit of -

{raternity in the members of the community,
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be mild any longer. They were resolved to demand
their rights as free men. During the depression many
of their pecple were driven to contemplate suicide
. through hardship they suffered through unemployment
and inability to obtain food for their dependents. Mr
Walthew gave instances ol unjust treatment suffered
by his people in the matter of travelling facilities on
the railway. It was his father's race who were oppress-
ing him, . . :

" News in Brief ;

- i. Reuter's correspendent in Constantinople tele-
graphs that Mr, Hoosen :Dawood, son of Mr. Hajee
Dawad Mahomed, of Durban, who went to Turkey in
connection with the Red Crescent: movement, has been
visiting the wounded in Constantinople. He has inter-
“viewed the Grand Vizier and other members of the

Cabinet, and leaves to-day (March 6th) on his return to
South Africa. -~ - - .

Mr, Hajee Dawad Mahomed returned on Saturday

.. _last by the 5.5. Salames from his extended tour through
" Bast Afriea, Egypt, Arabia, Turkey, and India. The

- - Steamer ancliured-lu thg stream at 6 p.m.,, when @
deputation of leading Indian~merchants proceeded to
the boat in a steam launch to receive hun, within hali-
an-hour he landed at the jétty, and was enthusiasticany
cheered by a crowd of hundreds of Indians. After
shaking hands with those present, a procession of car-

. riages and special tramcars took the party to his resi-
.deace at Congella, where & tea party was held in his

. gardens. :On Sunday he was given a public reception
.at Mahomed Abed's Hall, Grey Street, at 2 30 p.m.,
vwheu hundreds of Indians of all classes and professions

i crowded the spacious hall to greet the honoured guest.
Mr. E, M. Paruk presided over the meeting. Compli-
_weniary dpeeches were made by Messrs. Abdul Karim,
Abdul Cadir, Parsee Rustomjee, Omar H. A, Jhaveri,
=M, C. Anglia,. Tipnis, Peeran Mahomed, and others,

The Committe. « Emigration from India to the
Crown Colonies and .’rotectorates, in their report is.
sued some time ago, recommended that an officer of the
Government of India, acquainted with the business of
emigration, should be periodically deputed to visit the
several colonies which receive Indian emigrants, In
pursuance of this recommendation it has now been
announced that two such officers will shortly be vigiting
s Wast Indies and British Guiana. At the instance
of the Sgcreta_ary nt State for the Colonies an officer of
the Immigration Dzparcnent in Georgetown, British
Guiana, will also proceed to the Emigration Office at
Calcutta for two’ years, during which time he will be
afforded the opportunity of acquainting himself with
the details of recruiting there.

The writer of *“Echoes of the Week"” in the Nasa/
Advertiser again alludes to the treatment of indentured
Indians in the following paragraph :—I am glad to
see that the question of the treatment of Indians in
Natal has_elicited an expression of opinion from a

:welcoming back Mr. Hajee Dawad among them, and
. hipping that be would serve the community with the same
svigour as in-the past, Messrs. Polak and Paul also
- addressed the gathering in English. Mr. Hajee Dawad,
‘in thanking the community for the honour done him,
selated his expérience in the couatries included in his
-bour, .. v /o .

PR . :
© - Before resuming his seat, Mr. Hajee Dawad assured

hig countrymen that he would throw ir his lot again
‘with them, and would do all he could to assist the re-
-moval of the several grievances under which the com-
‘faunity was labouring, He heard with intense regret
“the harshness of the administration of the Immigration
~of the authorities In keeping the minor sons away
from their parents, wivea from their busbands, and the

domiciled pass-holders from their adopted land, Feel- -

‘iog .in.India was getting stronger on the recent dev-
.elopmehts in these matters, especially when these people
returned there to tell their tale, He was much pained
to hear that not one of the 8o passengers, except him-
self, .was yet allowed to lang, though the Sa/am:s had
been in the barbour ‘nearly 24 hours,. He assured the
meeting that he would soon move in the matter,

. The Maritzburg @orrespondent of the Natal Mercury,
writing on Monday week, said: Two repiesentatives of
the local branch of the Atrican Politicel Organisation,

- the secretary (Mr, Adolphe) and Mr. Walthew, addres-

" sed & meeting at the Socialists’ Hall last night, when
they explained the origin and aims of their organisation
and the grievances of the coloured and black popula-
‘tion of South Africa.- In the A. P. 0. there was no
colour bar, and the Society was called into existence
by the unjust treatment of the coloured people by the
whites, This was the gist of Mr, Adolphe’s address,

" and he pointed out that the Governmeant had barred col-
" oured men from working oo Government contracts, while
the Trades Union associated with the Labour Party had

" organised & boycott of the coloured men in the Trans-
varl. The organisation had 20,000 members, and the

- number was rapidly increasing in consequence of colour-
ed p-cjudice on the part ol the whites denying to the

coloured man the right to live and the right to work.

. He'said that in a land of plenty they were reduced to
extreme- poverty. The coloured peaple were a mild
people ind the fart that they bad borne much injustice
without & nbUfiillf peoved it; but they did not intend to

I 1

‘Act at the Point, and the difficulties—uay, the injustice .

-have no friends, and so they prefer prison.

correspondent of this paper, who, ina recent issue,
referred to the incident of the man who stated|that he
would rather * do five years' imprisonment than return
to his employment.” I can assure the writer of that
letter that this case is by no meansan uncommon ons.
I bave mysell heard Indians express the opinion that
they would rather die than go back,  Such records are
50 common that the police court reporters now soldom
make notes of them, because, of caurss they are not mat-
ters of public interest from the reportos’ point of view. I
understand that a great many of the Indiens who find
their way to the police court have previously made

- their formal complaint to the Protector of Indians, who

‘inveriably reports their complaints as “irivolous,” and
orders them back to work. The Indians have come
to realise that their cnse ia hopeless, and that they
If any
Indian otganisation is sincers in ita desire to secure
some reform ofthe present state of affairs 1 would
suggest that a trustworthy man be appointed to attend
the Court and watch the cases, which could then be
inquired into. I can only repeat what I have 3o often
said in these columns, that while many Indians are
unquestionably lazy, idle and worthless, there may be
soms among them who are suffering bitter injustice,
and these are the cases which should be singled out,
It would be wrong to coatend thatthe policy of the
authorities dealing with Indians is framed with a view
to drive them away from the country, becauss the
victims of the prevailing system are all indentured In-
dians, who, if they are imprisoned for a term of yoars
have still to complete their indentures when thay come
out. ' '

- In a letter to the Daily Despatck (Manchester),
protestimg against the use of the term * foraigner”
as applied to Indians, BMr. A. N, Cumming, Secretary
of the Indfan Cotton Burzau, says: ¥ Simf{lar examples
of this improper attitude are to be found in the legisla-
tion of the Dominions excluding Indins from their res-
pective countries, and, 1o quote a speoial examples, {o
the drastic regulations about Indians entering the
Union of South Africa. Do the men who assume this
attitude desire to drive the Indian peoples into reballion,
or, at all events, disaffection with British rula? Surely
we can only expect them to be loyal If they enjoy the
privileges which are the birthright of every citizen of
the British Empire?” i o



