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MR.GOKHALE'S CONGRESS SP

HE following is the full text of the Flon. Mr.
Gokhale’s speech at the last Congress on the
South African question - - oo

Mr. President, Ladies and Geatlemen,—I1 beg to

move the followibg resolution for your adoption :—
#(a) That this Congtess, anticipating the forthcoming
legislation based on the ‘provisional settlement recently
arrived at, cordially congratulates Mr. Gandhi and the
Transvaal Indian community upon the promised repeal
of the anti-Asiatic legislation of the province regarding
registration and immigration, and expresses its high
adwmiration of the intense patriotism, courage and seli-

sacrifice with which they—Mahomedan and Hindu, °

Zoroastrian and Christian—have suffered persecution in
the interests of their countrymen during their peaceful
and sclfless stfuggle. for elcmentary civil rights against
overwhelming odds. ) -
*“(4) Whilst appreciating the endeavours that have
been made from time to time to secure the redress of
the grievances of the -Indians of South Africa and
other British Colonies, this Congress urges that, in
view of the avowed inability of his Majesty’s Govemn-
ment to adopt.a firm and decisive attitude in -this
matter, the Government of India should take such
- retaliatory measures as may be calculated to protect
Indian sell-respect and the interests of Indian residents
in those parts of the Empire, and thus remove a great
source of discontent among the people of this country.
“(¢) This Congress further protests against the
declarations of responsible ‘statesmen in favour of
allowing the selfgoverning colonies in the British
Empire to monopolise vast undeveloped territories for
. exclusively white settlement and deems it its duty to
point out that the policy of shutting the door in these
territories against, and denying the rights of full British
citizenship to all Asiatic subjects of the British. Crown,
whilst preaching and entorcing the opposite policy of=
the open door in Asia, is fraught with grave mischief
to the Empire and is as unwise as it is unrighteous,
“ (d) Whilst thanking the Government .of India for
the prohibition ol the recruitment of indentured Indian
* labour dor South Alrica, this Congress is strongly of
opinion that, in the highest national interests, “the’
. systen*of indentured labour is’ undesirable and should’
*be abolished and respecttully urges the Government to-
"prohibit the further recruitment of Indian labour under
contract of indenture, whether for service at home or’
abroad” ~ . - e Lo T
. _ This resolution is the san¥e as”the one that ‘this:
Congress adopted last year, and though if covers-the’
case of all Colonies and in addition miakes a recom-’
mendation about the abolition of the system of inden-’
"tured labour in general, I propose in my remarks to
‘confine myself to South Africa and I hope that the
speakers who {ollow me wiil deal with the other aspects
of tho question. I ask you this year to repeat last’

‘T said T was there as a private individual invited

1 that time was derived from them,

year’s resolution, because the position in South Africa
continues to be what-it was last year. . This resolution
was drafted by Mr. Polak and myself, Mr, Polak supply-
ing the standpoint of the Indian community in South
Africa. You are aware that I have just returned from
South Africa and while there my work was done entirely -
on the lines ol this resolution. I therefore submit the
resolution for your acceptance with the utmost con-
fidence. . Ladies and gentlemen, before I describe to’
you the sitnation in South Africa, as it is to-day, 1

-should like to correct one or two misapprehensions

under which a few friends and co-workers of mine

- appear to labour.in connection with my work in South .

Africa. It is said that I have given assurances tb the '
Union Government and to the European community’

-of South-éfrica in the name of India which T had no °

business to give, ind it is further said that Mr. Gandhi ' -
and myself have practically surrendered the Indian

rights in the matter of immigratibn to South Africa, -
If there were even a particle of truth in either of these °
statements, I should not cease to regret my visit to °
South Africa till my dying day. =As a matter of fact, -
I state categorically, 1 state with all the emphasis at _
my command, that there is nét a word of truth in them, -
First, a3 regards the question of assurances: neither/I,
nor Mr. Gandhi, nor anybody else has given “any ~

assurances'to anybody in South Africs; either to the .
Government of South Africa, or ¢ .
community of Scuth’ Africa, and much less has apy- *
body given any assurances in the name of India.”. For.'

the Eurcpean .

mysslf, I took care on every, possible occasion to poiat .
out the-capacity in which I was working there, and the o

very first thing I said to General Botha and the other”
ministers when I met them at Pretoria; was that I waa“-

there without any official credentials from India, 2nd .
that I was not even deputed by my countrymen in India. -
by my *
countrymen in South Africa, and my only autﬁori{y a{ -
h ] to represent their -
views and grievances to the Government of South .
Africa, Theré were no negotiations between myself
and the Goverament and there could be no negetiations :-
between the Government of a great country and -a’

. private individual. I had no status to enter intojany .’

negotiations. Then it is said that Mr. Gandhi and

1 have surrendered India’s’ rights in the -mattef of -
immigration. Not a particle, nor a tittle, nor an' jota
of any right enjoyed bythi people of India has been -
surrendered by Mr.iGamdfii-or myself, I shall proceed ~
to' explain the position inore clearly to you when I

describe the passivé resistance struggle.conducted by

‘Mr. Gandhi, and the object for which it was conducted., .

‘Because the South African Government tried to take’

- away, not from the Indizns in South Africa but from -

the people of India here, a right which they had all
along enjoyed in theoty, Mr. Gandhi and his band of -
K. . R St : - _—
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workers underwent all masner ol sufiering and made
2l mananer of sacrifices iu order that that right should
not be lost.  Ultimately, they succeded in preventing
its being taken away. S :

B ) (To be continned)

. ;l‘h—e‘Tlm-e.s”-- on the Indian
- Question in S. Africa

The followiné leading article appeared in 7 ke Titnes
of the 8th January last s

Mr. Gokhale’s visit to South Africa seems likely to

be of permanent value to all the peoples and Govern-
‘ments concerned in the difficult problem of Indian
emigration to.the Union. He-sailed from England at
" the invitation of his fellow-countrymen in the new
" Dominion, triusi: three_months ago, and he is now once
tnore in India, where important work awaits him as a
member of the Commission on the Indian Public
-Services.- It would be idle"to deny that those who
knew South Africa best were anxious to the last about
" the-effect of Mr. Gokhale’s tour. He might easily, and
with the best intentions, have only sdded to the diffi-
culty of the problem on both the Indian and the
Bouth Aftican sides. That-he has not done so, but
_has, on the contrary, contributed in no small degree to
ita polution,. is due, we think, in equal measure to the
friendly and courteous spirit in which the South African
‘Government received him and to the breadth and
statesmanship” with ‘which he himseH approached his
“tagk. QOur Gorrespondents in South Africa and India
. have already given us by cable soche short account of
the ain features of his tour. In South Africa he was

the object of several distinguished public gatherings,”
and he took pains to study the position of Indiah resi--

“dents both-in the Cape Colony, the Transvaal, and
“Natel' He sailed finally trom Durban about the mid-
gdle of November, and bas since explained his views at
leogth 10 & great meeting; representing all warieties of
: the Iodian and Anglo-Indian community, in the Town
'Huil at Bombay. - We publish a very interesting and
encouragiog actount of this gathering from our Bom-
.bay Correspondent to-dey. . o
..o - .. ATwo-fold Problem
" It must always be remembered that the Britith In-
dizn problem in South Africa is two-fald. There is,
on the oue hand, the guestioa whether Indian immi-
gration is 1o be permitted in future or wot ; and in the
‘latter event of bow. it is to be prevented. There is,
on the other hand, the guestion of the etatus and tréat-
ment of the Indian immigrants already - there. The
formet yuestion is in principle capable of only one

solution. - For South Africans to permit a further flow -

of Indian immigrants to their shores would be to pre-
judice their owa futare t6 un extent which no civitized
community—surrounded as the South African white
community already is by an indigencus population of
gremtly superior strength-—could ever be 350 blind as to
ellow. Immigration trom {odis is a thing of the past.
~The Indian Government itself has stopped the supply
of indeotured {zboar to Natal, and the provincial legis-
{iation alreedy in force in” South Adtica has brought.
" ordingry immigration to an equally decisive end. Mr.
Gokbale, we are most giad to see, entirely accepls
the grinciple thus laid down, and though he has failed
to win the support’ of all sections of his countrymen,

" be seems to have cattied the generat opinion with him
in a very remarkable and highly satisfactory degree.
‘Ou the other hand, Mr. Gokhale geems to bave pressed

- with great foroe the claim of Indians already domieiled
. in South Africa to fairer treztment than they at present
geceive. ~There are something like a hundred and
- twenty thousand Indians aow settled in South Africa—
Mz, Gokhale himself puts the figures a little higher—

wisely put aside.

and of these one humdred thousand are in Natal, 30
per cent. ol them indentured immigrants with their
wives and families, 60 per cent. actually born and
reared on South African s0il. These Indians havz con-
tributed greatly to the development of the province,
which could not bave thriven without them, and they
have a claim to generous treatment which Imperial
statesmanship is bound to press by every means at its
command, The remaining twenty thousand are divid-
&d between the other three provinces, ten thousand in
Cape Colony, between seven and eight thousand in the
Transves), and a amall number in the Free State Pro-
vince, In Natal, the special Indian grievance is
aguin® the poll-tax of three pounds per annum falling |
ou males gbove sixteen and females abave thirteen. In °
the Transvaal, there ix the almost histeric difficulty o
the Registration Law, which subjects Indians to a sysf
tem of identification by finger-prints, . If this is aban-
doned, it will certainly be necessary to devise some
other means of preventing an influx of Indians over the
border from Natal. Aod finally, in the Transvaal,
Cape Colony, and Natal alike, there is a growing pro-
test against the gystem by which licences are issued to
the many Indians who live by smail trade,

The Policy of Exclusion

The general problem of exclusion has already been
faced by the Union Govemment with courage
and breadth. An Immigrants Restriction Bill, based,
atter consultation with both the British and the Indian
Govemiments, upon the Austratian device of a dic-
tation test, has been introduced and debated in two

"successive Sessions, but hay fallen a victim to ob-

structions {rom one small section or another. The
Governmeut canoot in fairmess  be charged with
indifference to the fate of its measure, which was
framed after elaborate Imperial consultation with
anxious paina and has since been amended in an
important particular to meet Imperial viewa, Further
amendments may be required to meet the opposition
displayed- last year, but we have no doubt that
General Botha’s Cabinet will do its bést to make the
measute law when Pariament meets this year. The
dictation test, arbitrary as it may seem, is unquestion- -
ably the best practical method of exclusion, for it
serves its purpose without offence to any _colour or
race. The Bill, moreover, while repealing practically .
ull existing praviocial legislation and thereby removing |
a long-standing grievance, particularly in the Trans-

-vanl, provides very stringently against the emigration

of Indiaus from one province to anocther, and should
thus meet provincial sensibilities, so far as thoy are
reasonable, in a practical and durmble way. Its

‘pasmge therefore geems likely to seitle the yeneral

question with honour and credit to both sides, provid-
ed Mr. Gokhale’s wise advice as taken in Indig and
the demand tor general admission is no longer pres-
sed.  There is less ground for optimism, we fear, in
regard to the position of the Indisa hawkers and
traders siready domiciled in South Africa, The
question of hawkers’ licences is, for instance, in
municipal hands, and subject, therefore, to those
dval commercial influences which Indians have most
to dread. There is probably no final solution for
difficulties such s this except removal and compensa-
tion upon a large eod general scale. Proyincial
authoritics have neither the power uor the visioo lor
action of that kind. 1t can unly be brought about
by the Union Government, when the setticment of
the geseral question has had time to broaden the
public mind. Mr, Gokbale and his friends may have
leng, we fear, to wait before that day comes; but they
can count upon the steady support of ail informed
opinion in Kngland and elsewhere, and they may
reflect with reason that nothing will contribute more
to growth of such opinion in South Africa itsell than
relief from those agitations. for unrestricted nights of
entrance and residence which Mr, Gokhale bas s0
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TROUBLE appears to bave already commenced regard-
ing the newly-opened Indian School at-Johannesburg.
We understand that the Goveioment do pot aliow
Tamil to be laught during school hburs. This will be
a breach of the lplrit of the understanding. We know

that Mr. Gokhale received the assurance of & promigent |

\ member of the School Board to the effect that all the
leading Indian langueges that were necessary would
be taught at this school. There are already over thirty
Tamil children attending the school. Surely they can-
pot be neglected. Their education is quite as important
as that of the other thildren. One ol 1he teachers
enguged is for the special purpose of teaching Tamil
Indeed, we think that the scbool will not be complete
unless education, which is primary at this school, is
given through the medivm of the vernacylars, Teach-
g imparted otherwise will be purely pamrot-like. We
remember baving - examined a boy whose mother-
tongue was Gujarati but who was being educated
through English, He was asked to explain the mezning
of * parrot,” He promptly replied “a kind of bird.”
Ha could speak Gujarati which he had imbibed with
his mother's milk, He knew the equivalent for
% parrot* in Gujarati, but did not know that the word
meant that bird at all. He had seen the bird as he
understood it in Gujarati, But the English word was
eutirely foreiga to him. ‘The teacher, not knowing the
boy's mother-tongue, could not explain the aieaning of
the word by means of couversation and appealing to
the boys’ knowledge of birds. Nor could the heipless
teachar make himself sufficiently understood so as to
draw the boys' attantion to the picture of the parrot
belore him 10 his book. - . S

We do pot think that the Government wanot our
children to receive education aiter the style of this
typical Indian lad. And yet we know that, at most
Indian schools, thg teaching is no better. We expect,
however, that the Jobannesburg School will be an
pxception. . . >

g ARMS AND AMMUNITION BILL- '
Tut Hon. GokuaLe Committee has acted with com-
mendable promptitude in entering a protest ageinst
"General Smuts's statement that the racial bar confained
in section filieen of the Bill, prohibiting the sale to or

. purchase by any coloured person, being a_licensed
arms-bolder, of ammunition except. upon the pro-
duction of a Magistrate’s certificate, was necessary for

. the eficctive working of the measure. We do not
. admit that the colour bar is at any time necessary in

Union legislation, especially as statotes may always be

80 lramed, in difficult matters, as to permit of the

excreise of executive discretion, and it is 10 be hoped |

that the Committee's representation will be given effect
to by the Government. It is, however, just possible
tbat the acceptance by the House of Assembly of Mr.

Merrimau's much disputed amendmeot, deleting sub-

section (z) of clause fourteen and requiriog purchasers
of armmunition to produce a permit, may render clause

fiteen zedundant, as it appears to provide for ail -

classes. 1o that event, the Indian community. may. 1 ed with papers. It is hardly likely thata child of tender-

_congratulate themselves and Mr. Merimen upon the
removal of yet another bone of contention. -

¢ FACTS AND FIGURES . -
THERE are men in every country who have & passion
tor facts and figures. They borrow, they dig,a they
gather, they sclect, they absorb, they digest, and they

give forth to the world the sum and substance of it all.

In masses of statistics and learned -essays of enormous
value, I_Jut often ditﬁcult_to grasp and rztain by reason
ol thw very complexity, and concentration. They

"and of enormpus suggestiveness, even

The | Immi-gréti"dt_i:' Scap&_éié ot

devour blue books and statistical abstracts and live in
an atmosphere of mathematical calculation that offers
littie attraction to the average superficial person. And
if they seem to be sometimes lacking in breadth of -
vision and lofiness of ideal, they more than make up
for this by intensity of selt-disciplive, and _
accuracy. Aod after all, it is the acquisition of these
virtues that is the preliminary of every inquiry o
the main purposes of life.” - Of such men as these, the -
late Rao Dabadur Ganesh Vyankatesh Joshi was an
sdmirable exemplar, He lived a full and a simple .
litfe, anxious to serve his fellow-countrymen- to the _
utmost measure of his energies and capacity. Oune has
but to glance through the bulky wolume of his .
“ Speeches and Writings,”* recently issued, as an act -
of flial piety, by his son, to realise the immense appii-
cation, wide raoge of observation, and sterling qualities:
of a truly-remarkable and patrotic man. Oone sees.”
a single-minded, pure-hearted soul doing his daily duty -
as it comes to hand, secking no glory, but only the -
contentment of 8 satisfied conscience. It is impossible, .
in a brief survey of his work, such as this muost peces-

| sarily be, to give anything more than the barest idea .

of the extent and importance of his life's-work, but i!:;I
is clear that scarcely any subject in the wide realm of <
Indizn economics escaped his notice, and his criticism -
throughout is characterised by sturdy. independence
and sound common-sense. . . UL S
We observe but one important matter of which a-
discussion seems to be missing and that is the subject .
of the emigration of Indian labour to <countries -out-.
side Indig, its causes, and ils influences npon: the -

.economic condition ‘of the country. .Doubtiess the™

reason is that there is practically no such emigration
{rom Western India, of which the late Mr. Joshi mainiy
writes. We can, however, cordially recommend” the- -
book, not as one upon which & casual balf hour .may
be pleasantly spent, but as a work of absorbing interest, |
) where we may |
not -always be able to accept the.thinker's facts, or'

conclusigns, - A .

* ¢ Writinge and Speeches of Hom, G. V. Joshi,” Ar _h
BhushnnPress,Poona.p'.fc P J'--'_’"',‘ ) Yt
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Mr.Polak writes as follows to the Natal Mercury s—2. -

.~ *The explanation of the vestriction and subsequentde----

portation of the boy Kotwal appears to be based upon.:.’
an ervoneous interpretation of the languape used in the "
section of the Immigration Law quoted, which seems -~
undoubtedly to apply, not to the children of persons-
(Europeans as well s Indians) whose usual residence- |
is in the Provioce and who are temporarilly absent, - -
but of those who have given up their usual residence
here and bave retired from the country. However
that may be, the interpretation -of the law is‘a matter. -
fixr the Supreme Court, whose decision the Chief Im- . -
migration Officer has prevented the-boys friends from',
obtaining by deporting him from Natal. -As to.the
boys domicile certificate, it -is not denied that the
document was issued to him, .and the only conclugion
to be drawa is that it was so issued becanse he had -
scquired his father’s domicile. In the case of the boy -
Sadak, stress is laid upon the fact that he was unprovid- -

years would be entrutted with important documents. -
Bat though the production of papers is in no way obliga-,
tory, and the fact that they were produced did nat pro-*

 tect young Kotwal from deportation, it appears to have,

been _forgotten by your epologist that documentary .
evidence oa behalf of the boy Sadak was actually :’;& ‘
dered by -myself, end that it was studiously ignored.

| These excuses are, hiowever, beside the point, for I con- - A

tend_theNatn:loﬁicerhadno authority 0 prevent the
boy’s proceeding to the Cape Province to maintain
higrightsthere.? . n D

-
N A
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HousE oF ASSEMBLY
218t February,

Arms and Ammunition Bill

The House proceeded to the cosideration ol the
Arms and Ammuaition Biil, as amended in Committee
of the whole House. s

Mre. Kevrer (Ficksburg), who made a vigorous
speech, moved to re-insert the original sub-Section (4)
of Clause (7) which read: " No liceoce to possess
arifle may be issued to uny coloured person without
The member desired

The sub-Scction,. which had been inserted in Com-
mittee, and which the hon. member now wishes to be

~ deleted, was sa follows: The Minister may: instruct

magistrates and licence officers to reler to him for con-
sideration any or all applications for licences to pos-
sess arms, and may instruct magistrates or licence officers
to refuse any or all applications so referred,”
Keyter, in speaking to his amendment, urged the

Minister to maintain the strong principies of the north, -

and warned him agaiost retaining the new sub-section,
which would be tantamount to playing with fire, and
was driving in the' thin eod of4he wedge towards the
equalisation of black and white. Apparently, the
Minister was buying the {riendship oi the hon. member

" tor Tembuland {Mr. Schreiner), but the price was the
. feelings and rights of the white people of this country.

Proceeding, Mr. Keyter referred to the law of the Free

“State, passed in 1892, Subsequently that law had been

repealed, and even the nomioated Crown Colony Gov-
ernment had recognised the danger of disrespecting the
In the law subsequently passed
in the Orange River Colony it was laid down that no

. patives or other coloured persons should possess fire-

arms, Ounly the Governor-General could give a licence

' {or a native to possess any other arm thaa a rifle,
. * Messrs. THeroN (Hoopstad), P, GRoObLER (Rusten-

burg), and WiLcocks (Fauresmith), supported Mz, Key-

" ter. . .
.~ Mr. ScureiNER (Tembuland) said that a greater
"misapprehension of the effect of his amendment could

tot possibly be inferred.© His (Mr. Schreiner's)
amendment was put forward with the object of prevent-
ing the infliction ot needless pain on a large section ol

the population, and it was undesirable that the terms of

the Bill should mention coloured or natives, It might
be possible for the Minister to have all the power, but
not to necdlessly tread on the toes ol a section of the
population who were oot only loyal to the British
Government, but to this Union. Mr, Schreiner pro-

"* ceeded to show that the amendment which he secured

in Committee, and which Mt. Keyter now desired to

be deleted, had been thoroughly appreciated by the'

coloured section, and by the Indians of Natal, {rom
whom be had received a letter. Concluding bis remarks,

" Mr. Schreiner appealed to members to confirm his

. " his amendment,
- the least diflerence between the two

amendment as “a bit of a compromise.” P

The MinisteR. of Dévexce (Mr Smuts) stated that
the least Mr. Keyter could have done would have been
to explain where * holy principles " were being trampled
on, and where they were selling the interests of the

ople. . Instead of duing so, however, the hon, em-
E:: had indulged in a sumber of itrelevant aud personal:
attacks, He did not think it was necessary for him to
reply to these attacks. However, he would repeat
what he bad said before, when Mr. Schreiner proposed
He had theo said that there.was not
wo proposals. The
otiginal clause dralted by him (the Minister) said tha}
no licence for a nfie could be granted to a coloured
person without the conseat of the Minister, Every-
thing depended on tIEe_ Minister, If Mr. Schreiner
happened to be the Minister, then everything would be
lost. (Laughter.) Now this new amepdment said that
the Minister could give instructions to have all applica-

Mrn |

" had not come,

- treatment.
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tiqn! refused or granted. As & matter of fact, th;
Mlms}cr had now got more power. 1 there was a
undesirable white person, his application could b
relerred 1o the Minister, and in those parts where ther |
was any smuggling going on the Minister would b
abie to deal eflectively with evergthing. The amen

ment which had been accepted trom Mr. Schreiner g
over many difficulties. They were not in favour -
equality, but where it was unaecessary to make

distinction he did not see the reason of doing so, 1
Ciause 15 it had been necessary to draw a distinctior |
but here it was not.

Mr. Herrzoc (Smithfield) who rose amid eheer
from the Free State benches. said it was only right tha
they should all koow cxactly where they'stood. H.
must say he was not in accord with the hon. membe
_for Ficksburg (Mr. Keyter) when he said they were deal
ing here with “the holy rights of the people.” In hi
mind it had always been a great question as lo wha
was actually required for the maintenance of relation
between black and white. Their legislation alway
simed at mecting these requirements ; and it it werd
clear to him that rifles could be supplied to native
without danger to the white man, then he would say b.y
quite agreed with the member for Tembuland (Mrs
Schreiner). He differed, howover, when the hori
member said, - “ Give it him, otherwise you will
tread on his tbes” It was a question here wha
was required by the circumstances of the natives:
One of these duys unrest might be created, and they
would not know how many riflea thess natives wer.q
possessed of. They only knew that the liconce official §
could grant them. The Minister no longer had th
matter in his hands, and the Minister waa the persot
who wnas responsible to the public. The hon. membe
knew as well zs he did that the [act that natives ha
always been prevented from buying arms and ammuni
tion had been responsible for there beiog w0 very fov
risings ; and now they were going to give the rights o
buying arms to a few officials, and these officials woulss
be able to exercise that right, and they would be abl+
to do so without any restriction on the part of th.
Government. The time to alter present condition
He hoped the day might come whe:
there would no longer be any danger in granting licence
to patives—when there would be as little danger ol
pative rising as there was ol an oulbreak of white
agaipst whites in this country. (Hear, hear.) Bu
that day had not come; and thorelore he could no ¢
snpport Mr. Schreiner's amendment,

Mr. MzrrimaN (Victoria West) thought Mr. Schrein
ers amendment was very sound. Without buin
irritating it gave all they wanted. The true delenc
against the natives lay in education and good and jus

Mr. Keyter's amendmeot was further supported b
Mr, Van Niekerk ( Boshot), Mr, Serfontein (Kroonstad)
and Mr, Van der Walt (Pretoria South),

The Primr MINisTER said he had pot thought i
necessary originally to say anything on this subject
because it was quite cleae to him that there was -
difference betwgen the two amendments. He hac
hoped that they would have gone into the merits o
the ‘case, and thought they ‘would not have dealt wit?
sentiment] (Hear, hear)) He contented that thi
House accepted responsibility for the public ol Soutt
Africa. (Hear,” bear) Well, they wure responsible
pot only for the White population of this country, bu
they also had to look after the coloured races, These

eoplo could not look to the British Government
Eut only to this House, for justice nnd lair treatmer,
Why-all this talk about the principles of the people .
Was it possible that any Minister would ever giv/
ingtfuctions that rifles should be allowed to averyone
The pew clause scemed quite good, because it laic
the responsibility upon the Minister, and it the
Minister abused his authority thcy would be ablg:te
come to this House and ask him to lay on the tabi
a statement as to whom he had granted authorit
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to give rifles; and if he had abused his’rights, welil,
they would pot be worth the name of a Parliament
il a motion ‘of no confidence was not at once proposed.

Upon the question being put, Mr Sreaxer declared

Mr. Keyters amendment pegatived, whereupon the

member. for Ficksburg demanded & division. This
was taken, and resulted in Mr, Keyter's amendment

beiog lost, : : )
Mr. Hertzog and his Free State supporters voted

in the minority, and the Natal members voted in the

majority with the Government. )
‘The new sub-section was then confirmed.—Con-

densed from Reuter’s report,

M Gokhale Committee Moves

In view of the urgency of the matter, the Honourable
Gokhale Committee, on Saturday last, sent the follow-
ing telegram to the Minister of the Interior, and to
Messrs. Mefriman and Theo, Schreiner : — -

1 Committee whilst expressing gratitude to Govern-
ment and members who assisted remove racial bar from
Arms and Ammunition Bill in clause seven respecttully
submits retention bar section 15 neutralises good done.
Committee leels strongly Minister's statements” reten-
tion necessary section fiteen unwarranted prohibiting
sale or purchase any person without Magistrated permit
except Lhose classes or persons who might be exempted
by Governor-General under notice Government Gazette.
Hope therefore Committee's respectful suggestion will
be accepted and clause amended. Racial clause Bill
escaped Committee’s attention earlier as inclusion in
goneral consolidation Bill entirely unexpected.” .

A Result df.M;'. Gokﬁqle’s A% ork

A full mecting of the Rewa braoch of the Planters’

“Associntion of Fiji was beld at Nausori on 26th October.

last. Animportant discussion, says the Western Pacific
Herald,took place on the labour position. - Extracts
irom Council papers were read by the Cheirman, and
alter lengthy consideration it was finally agreed that, as *
the position was very acute, immediate action shounld be
taken to endorse the feeling expreseed at Jast general
meeting, that members are in favour of asking repezl
of penal alternatives in Labour Ordinances as a means
of meeting the position created in India, by the determi-

- nation of the Goverament to cause an undue emphasis
te be pliaced upon penal clauses, which would, in the |

opinion of those best able to judge, meana stoppege
ot emigration. s '
The action of the last meetiog, in writing to the

- member of the Legislative Council for tha district, sug-

gesting voluntarily asking for repeal of obnoxious alter-
natives as a_means of meeting the adverse feeling in
India, was fully eadorsed, and Mr. C. Hutchings was
deputed to further impress upoo the member the ad-
visability of immediate action. It was also resolved |
to directly communicate with the other branches asking,
for endorsement for this action snd suggesting co-op-
etlimwe effort in taking similar means to oreet the situa-
on.

. “Conciliating the Asiatics”

At the conclusion of the ordinary weeting of the Ger-
miston Town Council on Thursday (says the East Rand
Express) the Council went into committee to consider
the question of Asiatic residents in the old. Location.
All the natives have now been removed from the old to

the new Location, and Council is under notice to vacate

» ‘the old site at the end of February. According to law,

the natives were compensated for removing their huts,
the total including cost of removal of municipal build-
ings, being about L1,500, As to Asiatics, continues
the .@‘xpms, the legal position of the Council was as-
-certained some months ago in the Supreme Court, the
decision being that the Asjatics were ordinary monthly,

tenants and that the Council had the right, if it so dé~
sired, at the expiration of a month’s notice, to pull down _
the premises of any tenaot. Usnder this ruling several
buildings were then pulled dowo and no compensation’
paid the owners. What transpired in commiitee on
Thursday has, of course, not been n_mde pub!:c._ Fur-
ther enquiries elicited the informationJthatfin all the
Council was willing to grant the Indiapsisomething like
£ 700 il they would be good enough to vacate their-
present stands and go to the new Location, Lo

. We understand it is admitted (says the paper) that .
the Council canoot be legally compelled to pay this
money but it is thought 2s a matter of national policy
the Councij should show a desire to treat the Asiatics
generously, Bearing in mind the trouble the Asiatics
bave given the Council in the past, we are by no means’
convinced that the Council is justified in spending so-
much money to’ conciliate them. It the idea is tblt
generous treatment should be meted cut to the Asiatics
as part of an Imperial policy, then the cost of this gene-
rosity should be borne by the country as a whole, and -

- be paid’ by the Government. There is no reasop why'

Germiston should alone ipay £ 700 to uphold Imperial
policy. - , s .

[

News. in Brief = -
* The Railways and Harbours Bill” empowers the -
Administration to make “regulations with respect to, -
amongst other matters, the reservation  of railway
premises (including conveniences), “or- of any railway
coach, or of any portion thereof, for the exclusive use -
of males and females, ,whit¢ or cecloured persons,
persens of particular races, or natives, and the restric- -
tion of any such person to the use of.the premises,
coach or portion thereof so reserved, -~ . ., '

To the list of conferences held at Bankipore in con:
nexion with the Indian National Congress, thers mustbe-
added the AllIndia Ladies’ Conference, at which an
admirable address was given by Mrs. R. N. Mudholkar; .
and suggestions made for, catrying on a crusade against .
child marriage and in.favour of female educatiou, by
means of small committees of Hindu ladies in every
district and province, . The idea is an excellent one -
and we hope that it will bear fruit, says Jndia. . - - _

- Mr. T. O. R. Sloden, Assistant Magistrate of Krfxgeuﬁ -
dorp, seotenced a native, recently, to six months? -
bard labour and eight lashes for the crime of stealing
four shillings, the’ property of another native. Would -
a European have received such a sentence? =~ .

_The Town Council of Bloemfontein has agreed to its =
Finance Committee’s suggestion that provision should .
be made in their new tram-cars for coloured passengers, -
in a special enclosure partitioned off - from ' the -
Europeans. We Jwope “ the coloured’ residents * of
Bloemtontein will not avail themselves of this doubt--
ful privilege. . S I

A number of Mahomedans in the United Provinces; -
says India, ar€ organising 2 * Tilak Release Campaign.”
A memorial has been presented to the Viceroy,- - .

Mt. Mazhar-ul' Haque, chairman of the Reception _
Comnmittee of the 27th Indian National Congress; held
at Bankipore,  suggests a great -Hindu-Mahomedan
Conference, to be presided over by one whao is neither
a Hindu nor a Mahomedan.. - = L

- __'— - ’ - -

Sir Percy Fitzpatrick, speaking in~the Fouse- of.
A.?sembly -on the gquestion of employing white labour, -
said :—To-day their forces were dissipated, and they
were going from bad to worse. - Among the remedies
that had been proposed were colonr legislation, That"
obtamed in the northern Provinces; Every man who
‘had gat the interests of the civilisation of the whites at
hegrt had better recognise that that was a broken reed, -

~ .
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(Cheers). They might put it on the Statute-book, but
it conld not be made ¢ffective. The only way white
people could prevail was by being so fit economically
that they should show their superiority and maintain it.
. e —————

" The Committee of the Durban Town Council has
recommended that the Borough Engineer be instructed

. to proceed with the work of preparing one of the grounds
oo the pew Indian Recreation Grounds and equipping
it for playing at an early date, . '

- The following item appears in the report pre-
sented to the Durban Chamber of Commerce on the
11th vltimo +— ' ‘

The Committee have made an endeavoar to ascertain
the number of trading licences issued to Asiatics in the
four provinces, The number jssued in the Transvaal
was 3,035 in 1912, compared with 3,015 in 1911. The
pumber of Indian and other Asiatic licence-holders 1n
Natal was returned at g87 as at June 30, 1g970; that

. wumber bas, it ia believed, been reduced since, but no

, later ofiicial returd has been made. In the O.F.S,
lodians inay not obtain licences. Io the Cape no cen-
tral register of licences issued to Indians ix kept. |

8 .

.~ At a'largely-attended meeting of Natives beld at the
Native Eating-House, Durban, on Saturday week, 2 reso-

*, lution was passed and forwarded to the Minister of

' Railweys, complaining that third-class passengers oo
the North Coast Line are now being traveiled 10 open
trucks and horse-boxes, In some cases there is an
entire absence of seats, neccessitating either sitting on
the floor of the truck, or standing exposed to the full
heat of the sun, or to the drenching raips. In addition
to the foregoing inconveniences cruel indiguities are

constantly imposed upon passengers by officials, who,

ot content with- pushing men, women, and children,
Lkir:k ‘them and swear at them. :

© Writing about the new Capital of India, in Reynu/ds's,
Mr. J. King, M.P., says: “Theo there is the serious
juestion whether Indian architects and craftsmen‘are to
liave an opportunity at all.” From artistic and political
puints of view this is of immense importance. The
Jndian carvér and stone mason carries on the tradition
of centuries, and iscapable of magnificent original work,
Is he 10 be waived aside, and are the details and styles
to be made in Italy and designed in a Londen office
If 30, where will the Indian who pays™ the taxes come
in, save ‘as the unskilled labourer for a new Western
" - ¢ity it our Eastern Empire? Let the Indians havea
chance, for they have to pay.” o

. ' The Yen., Archdeacon Potter, the Hon, Secretary
of the League of Honour, has recently issued, through

- Messrs. Robert Banks and Sons, an Qpen Letter to
- the League on the subject of * The Christian Powers
and Weaker Races” - He deals with contract labour
jp-Gs “Liamé, the Putumayo District, and the Freach
Congo, and with indentured labour from India, quoting
{rom the Hon. Mr, Gokhale's speech in the Viceroy's
Council. He then deals with the so-called * Black
Peril,”" Writing 6n political matters, the Archdeacon
dmaws poioted attention to the destruction of the three

. Moslem States of Morocco, Tripoli, and Persia, by
their Christian neighbours in one year. He appears to
be somewhat unsympathetic towards Turkey, forgetting

" . that the - Christian ~States of the Balkans 1o the
- matter -of inbumarr atrocities, have nothing to recom-
mend themselves. Finally, he makes an impassioned
appeal for an awakening of the public conscience in
the exploitation of trapical countries in the ioterests
of internatiooal finance. The pamphlet, which costs
6d. in London, is well worth reading and gives ample
food fot reflection. - : :

- .. s - 'h_ nd . N

A Special meeting of the Tami! Benefit Socicty was
held at the Palace Theatre, Commimioner Street,
Johanaesburg, oo the #1st ultimo, fog the purpose of
(otwatding & eongratulatury message to 8id V. O

Chidambaram Pilisy, upon the oceasion of his releam|
from-incarceration. The Chairman (Mr. C. K. 'l
Naidoo) presided over a guodly attendance of member ||
The proceedings throughout were marked by conside
gble enthusinem, After a few appropriate remark |
from the Chair, Mr. Joseph Royeppen B.A. (Cantab’)
amidst loud cheers, proposed the following resolu:
tion:—* This meeting ol the Tamil Benefit Society-§
Johannesburg, hss the pleasure to place upon recor |
its profound sense of relief and thankiulness to th.y
Almighty for the bappy return to the bosom ol hi
near and dear ones, ol our distinguished and patriotic)
brother Shri V. O. Chidambaram Pillay, and pray.a}
that Providence may endow him with all health anc|
strength to see the realization of his highest hopes anci
ideals for the peace, happinesrand progress ot ouc be §
i loved Motherland.” The following genlemen spoke:
rand supported the same :—Messrs. V. M. Padiachy |
A. C. Moodaly, V. Govindaswami Naidoo, C. Runga.»
samy Pillay, S, Coopoosamy Padiachy, Coomarasamy:
Pillay, and P, K. Naidoo, The resolutinn was cabled|
- to Mr. Pillay. /

et —

A curious siluation has arisen in the village ol
Indemini, Canton of Tessin, where a Municipality
is peeded to conduct local aifairs, but there are no
voters and no candidates lor the posts, the former
refusing to vote and the {utter refusing to accept office,
For several years the inhabitants of the village have been
asking the Federal authorities to construct a road to
the nearest Swiss town, without any result, and in
winter Indewini is completely isolated irom Swiss
towns by deep snow, tbe inhabitants veing obliged,
with great difficulty and risk, to descend, across the
frontiet, into Italy for provisions. As a geperal protest
and in order to call the attention of the Federal
authorities 2 “passive strike” bas taken place of all the
population. At present there are no regulations, no
laws, no persons at the head of a depacdment. The
Federal Government will be forced to interfere soon
and arrange this Alpine village chaos, which in a way
is amusing, but is taken very ser ously by the villagers.

With reference to the Indian school recently opened
in Johannesburg, Mr. Habib Motan has sent the follow-
ing to the Secretary of the Central School Board :—
#1 have the hooour to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of the 31st ult., and thank you for the welcome '
information that the establishment of the lndian
School has been sanctioned. As you remark, it is -
presumed that the conditions will be the same as those
already arranged, save that the salaries ol teachers will
be paid by the Governm=nt, and that such teachers will
be Government servants. The buildiog in which the
- School is to be conducted, is, | believe, in order, and a

temporary staff of teachers is available. A meeting of
the Indian Community was held yesterday, a Chairman,
Secretary and Committee of 7 members elected, Mr.
Nye provisionally elected as principal, and Megsrs, .
P. K. Naidoo and Praji Desai, as assistant teachers, It
is proposed to start the school going sometime this
week, to which, I take it, there would be no objection.
If you desire, the namcs of the members of the con-
mittee will be forwatded to you, and I may add that
Mr. L. W. Ritch has consented to act as advisory
member.” The Committee consists of Messrs Cachalia,
Thambi Naidoo, Joseph Royeppen, Manibhai, Khandu-
bhai Desai, and Nadirsha Kama. Mr. Gatu is the
Chairman, and Mr. Habib Motan Hon. Secrctary.
We understand that the aitendance at this school is
now nearly 150,

. .
The Free State party in the Union Parliament have
decided to give general support to the Government, -
reserving freedom of action on questions of principle,
like the Asiatic, Native, and the Uniw: rsity questions.

There is nothing 1 tike so much as medicine—
that is, of cours=, when I am prescribing it |—says Sir
Thomas Crosby, éx-butd Mayat of Londont -

-y ;




