No. 14.—Vol. XXXVII.

_Friday, April 7th, 1939.

Registered at tho G.P.0. as 2 Newspaper,
-~ Prica Fonrpence,

.~ NOTES AND NEWS -

‘Bombay Sentinel” On Indians
In South Africa
OMMENTING on the segregation
scheme of the Union Government
the Bombay Sentinel writes :—

“As suggested in INDIAN OPIMION
this is not the time for South African
Indians to succumb to any tempta-
tions that may be offered to them
for bartering away the few siglits
they possess,

“The most important thing that
South African Indians should bear in
their miad is that they should on
no account agree to compromise their
existing rights, and must stand firm.

“if the threat to segregéte South

African Indians materialises then .

their duty is clear. They must fight
out the whole issue by offering civil
disobedience if necessary, whether
the Government of India are with
them or not. There shauld be no
surrender on this point,

“South African Indians should be
roused ‘at the same time to the
dangers which face them and they
‘must be told of this. campaign of
hatred which has been started against
them by the Whites.

“It is unfortunate that the Indian
community is rather divided, for at
thiscritical juncture unity is essential
and their ranks must close, There
cannot be any fundamental difference’
between Indians on this vital point,.
and it is to be sincerely hoped that
every effort will be made to unite all

" sections of Indians in the immediate

future.

“If necessary, Indians must not
hesitate to offer civil resistance and
show the whites that they are deter-
mined to fight and are in no mood to
surrender,” . ’

Sastri College Students In Troﬁble

- There are five Indian students at
Sastri College, Durban, who, though
born in the Union, are prohibited immi-
grants and are each on L5 security,
These boys were bom in the Transvaal;
but, because they are without certifi-
cates of identity and permission to re-
side in Natal for temporary purposes,

they are liable to prosecution. The

provincial barriers, which confine resie

dence to the Province of their birth,

bave been the means of preventing -

Indians from moving from one Pro-
vince to another in the Union, except
ona visiting permit procured on a cash
deposit ranging from £2 10s. to fro.
Several Indiaps have complained
against these Provincial barriers, which
are a hindrance to their free movement
in the country, and they contend that
to them the Union of South Africa, as
far as it affects the right of residence, is
& Union only in pame,

Dr. Malan’s Dramatic Change’
Of Front
George Heard a writer in The Sunday
Times says:—Not so many years ago,
Dr. Malan sent a Christmas' greeting to
Dr. Abdurahman. In it he said: “For
years the coloured people have exerted
themselves for the removal of their
economic and political subordination.
If I correctly interpret the views of
white South Africa, then that removal
cannot be far off any longer. You as
well as the coloured people will receive
a raised status, which will secure that
giving of equal rights, economically

.as well as politically, which you wish

for.” That was in 1923. Five years
later he said: “The lot of the coloured
person and European cannot be kept

apart; the interests of the two sections |

are woven ‘together......"” Tn 1929 he
spoke strongly in favour of the exten.
sion of tbe goloured franchise to the’
Northern provinces. Later that year,
he sent a message to the Africa National
League (a coloured organisation), re-

‘gretting that “extraordinary circum. -

stances” prevented him from attending
their Congress, thanking them fos thejr
assistance in the election, and exhort-
ing them to “hold high the bammer of
Nationalism and co-operation between
Europeans and Coloured people in
South Africa.” Two years later he
opposed a Women's. Enfranchisement
Bill because, hé said, “if I vote for the
Bill in its amended form then I vote for
the restriction of the franchise to the

white women alope, and then I come -

once more into direct conflict with the
policy which I have announced on

platforms up to the present. I would .

like to give the franchise to the col-
oured women.” A more dramatic change
of front in all our political history - is
difficult to find states the writer very
correctly. '
. . L}

The Prime Minister On The -

. Coloured Question ,

In accordance with a promise made
by Mr. Stuttaford (Minister. of the
Interior) a few weeks ago, the Prime
Minjster, General Hertzog, received a
deputation consisting of the ‘executive
of the African People’s Organisation -
and representatives of . the Peninsula
and Paarl branches on Tuesday March
28, Dr. Abdurahman who led the
deputation said the agitation in the
country for compulsory residential segre-
gation had alarmed the coloured people
because it implied a distinct depriva.-
tion of a right which they had enjoyed
in the Cape Colony equally with the
European population and: which the
old settled European population in the
Cape, both English- and” Dutch, had
never attempted to disturb. Compul. .
sory residential ségregation would lead'
to group development and disaster to

all, The coloured people hoped and

believed that he would. carry out the.
policy he had enuaciated in 1917 and
again in 1924, which would eventually
lead to placing them on a footing of -
equality with Europeans politically,
economically and educationally, Ihe
Prime Minister replied that he stood
by what ke had said in the past. He
then explained in detail his recent,
declaration in ‘the House of Assembly,
which, ‘he thought, should have dis.:
pelled any fears that had been raised

in the minds of the coloured people by
rumours aund -agitation. He ‘felt that
the social problem, namely, the relation-
ship between the Europeans and col

oureds, although not a simple one, was
capable of being solved without giving
offence to anyone or by depriving the
coloured people of the Cape Province
of any existing rights. The munici:
palities would be encouraged to help -
all to speed up the establishing of town-
ships and the building of houses, There
wag no need for further alarm as he

did not contemplate legislation which o

would deprive the coloured people of
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- the whole world,
- mission that he has come to South.

Africa and well has he performed .
All those who'
Radhakﬁshﬂan s
-works will consider”it a boon to-

.

132

the Cape Province of any existing rights
whatsoever., And in that respect the
Indian community of the Cape would
be regirded as part of the coloured

- population. The Prime Minister con-
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cluded by saying that, should occasion
arise, he would consult with the Afri.
can People’s Organisation and other

leaders of the coloured community be-

fore deciding on anything further.
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.=+ 8, Radhaktishnan will come
tp. an ‘end ‘next Wednesday and
onT hursday, ere our next week's

issue i& in the hands ‘of our readers,

* he will have sailed away for Eng-

land. In Sir Radhakrishnan, In-

_dians of the _U_niou of South Afriea: .
have had the proud privilege of.

-welcoming in their midst a noble

. son of their Motherland. He bears .
. the touch of India’s ancient culture

a.nd phllosophy and is enlightening

his noble task.
have read Sir

have had the -privilege- of hea.rmg
him in person. '

-~ When Mr, Sasiri was here - it
" was said that there was noné o

‘surpass bim in oratory. in the
whole of South Africa,

will readily jadmit that the lat-
ter stands as an intellectual giant
dwarfing the intelligentsia of the

whole of South Africa, European -

as well as non-European. Never
has’ South Africa had such anm
unchallengable exponent of 'the
Eastern philosophy nor such an

" eminent Speaker’ with such.vast:
- knowledge.

‘It is only to be
regreited’ that the South African

European Press has not deemed it

of importance to g!ve Sir Radha-~

It is on that -

. All those
- who have listened to the learned
lectures “of Sir ‘Radhakrishnan’

Radhakri%hﬁan

; HE :ill‘-‘t'c'_)o-sﬁorl;. a visit to
» the Union of Professor Sir

words will not have

‘wasted . in the &eserl: air,

a significant message to White
South Africa. "If it helps to in-
spire the ruling race to stay their

krishnan’ learned lectures even a
thousandth part of prominence as
they would have to a third rate
Hollywood Star. 1If this is to be
taken as a criterion of the standard
of intelligence of South Africa it
certainly is a sad reflection on the
country. However, we do not think
the publicists of South Africa have
allowed. the people to take ade:
quate advantage of the presence
of a ‘great.- p=rsonality in their
midst. ‘The intellectuals have no
doubt heard him and let us “hope
it*is not merely for acedemic pur-
poses but that the wealth of know-
ledge derived from his learned
lectures will be put to practical
se.. For all those who can think
there is a great deal of lesson in Sir
Radhakrishnan’s lectures in regard
to the treatment of the non—Euro-
pean problem which is at present
taxing the minds of the European
people of South Africa so much,
“and causing a great deal of ‘alarm
and anxiety to the non-Europeans,
~ If the sanity of the European
world were not at an ebb, as it ap~
pears to be almost everywhere, Sir
Radhakrishnan's visit to. South
_ Africa’ would have been a blessing
in disguise, Let us hope, how-
' ever, that the sweetness of his
been
The
mtervxew he gave to the Natal
Daily News the ‘other day forms
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bands from enacting unjust and
unrighteous measures against the
voteless and voiceless sections of
the community Sir Radhakrish-
nan’s mission to South Africa will
not have been in vain,

To Indians in South Africa Sir
Radhakrishnan has come as zn
oasis in the Sahara desert, He has
brought us, who have been sepa-
rated from India by thousauds of
‘miles, the warmth of our Mother-
land. But if Sir Radhakrishnan
has said sufficient things to the
Europeans to awaken in them
the consciousness of justice and
humanity he has said more than
enough things to awaken in
us the consciousness of our duties
and responsibilities as represen-
tatives of a great and ancient
culture and civilisation, It is our
duty to honour such a noble son
of our Motherland. We have been
doing so by profusely showering
upon him sweet flowers as a token
of our love and respect, But that
is not all, True honour would be
to try to follow his advice, and that
is, that we should all stand united

_together as -brothers and sisters
and refuse to submit to humilia-
tions inflicted upon us and-fight

- against them with_all our might
at all costs disregarding the con-
sequences, We can do no greater
honour to Sir Radhakrishnan than
to give him an assurance of out
sincere effort in this direction asa
mark of our appreciation of his visit
to South Africa. It was with great
joy that we welcomed Sir. Radha-
krishnan in our midst, It is with
great anguish and 2 heavy heart
that we have to bid him farewell.
Whatever our weaknesses may
be we can give him this assurance
that the happy memories of his
visit to this country will be trea-
sured in the hearts of his brethren
in this sub continent for many
years to come.
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E hope to reproduce extracts from
W the reports of the Asiatic Land
Land Laws Commission, which bas
just been published, in our future
jssues, Below we ;eproduce the sum-
mary of the reccommendations of the
Commission and the reservations by
¥r, Bloemsma, a member of the Com.
mission. The Commission headed by
Mr. John M. Murray, it will be re-
membered, was appointed to enquire
into and to report whether, and to what
extent, the letter and spirit of any law
restricting or prohibiting the ownership,.
use or occupation by Asiatics of land is
being evaded, and to make. reccom-
mendations in regard thereto. .

Summary Of Recommendations

156. For convenience of reference the '

recommendations of the Commission
are here summarised:—

(1) and (z) No expression of opinion-
is volunteered by your Commis-
sioners as to the abolition of all
statutory disabilities to which
Asiatics are at present -subject in
regard to ownership or occupation
of land, nor as to the principle of

. conceding to them ownership of
land in certain areas where their
residence is encouraged and not
merely tolerated.

(3) If these stautory disabilities are

to remain they should be enforced

by deputing to some special sub-
department of 2 Department of
State the duty of investigating
and punishing contraveations of
the law and ascertaining and frus-
~ trating new methods of evasion.. .
(4) The validity of certain special .
" types of company used to evade
the law ‘'should be legally tested.
1f the Courts pronounce in favour
of such validity an amendment of
the definition of “controlling in-
terest” in section 17 of Act No. 37
of 1919 (as amended) should be

effected so as to treat these

companies in law as Asiatic con-
' trolled. : -
(5) (o) No steps are necessary to re-
strict the land-owning rights of
European woman civilly married
to Asiatics, .
(8) At present no steps are peces-
sary to deprive Cape Malay women
of the right to own fixed property.
The position zequires careful
watching, and legislation of this
character may have to be consi-
dered if & marked increase is sub-
sequently disclosed in the number
of matrimonial unions between
Cape Malay women and Asiatics,
and the acquisition by such women
of fixed property, especially if
this coincides with the prohibition -
of the special type of company
referred to. -

‘provisions of the Asiatic land tenure’

L4
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(6) The Commission does not recom- *
mend restoration of the validity
of nominee holding, nor, in the
alternative, the grant of permis-
sion for such holdiag to continue
in favour of heirs, .

(7) Mitigation of the prohibition of
nominee holding is recommended
to the extent of amending section
2 (4) of Act No. 37 of 1919 (as
amended} so as to invalidate such
bolding only as from ist May,
$932, and no earlier. '

(8) Au amendment to be made to sec-
tion 4 of Act No. 37 of 1919 (as
amended) is recommended to al-
low the disposal by an Asiatic to
another Asiatic of shares in &
private company owning land,
provided that such other Asiatic
was, at the st May, 1932, a
shareholder in such private com-
pany. , -

(9) The Commission is not prepared ..
to recommend a relaxation of the

policy of the Department of the - .

Interior in the administration of.
section 8 (6) of Act No. 35 of 1932
(as amended) of refusing where one
portion of the fixed property in -
question is let, or intended to be-*

let, in order to provide rentals for - -

the purpose of endowipg the reli-

giousor educational- institute es-

tablished on another portion.
(y0) Three ameadments, viz. in section
8, section 2 (4) and section 6, of
Act.No. 37 of 1919 (as amended)
are recommended in order to sup-
“ply what the Commission-considers
to be casus omisst.” '

' Reservations ,B-y' Mr. Bloemsma

Subject to reservations here following,

ASIATIC LAND LAWS ‘COMMISSION -

2. NoMINEE HOLDINGS ORIGINATING
" BRTWEEN 15TH May, 1930 AND -
¢ 2§D JUNE, 1932

{Paragraphs 93 and 94, 15T and 156 (71
- No section of the population of the -

" Transvaal is more conversant with _the- :
* legislation affecting Asiatics than the

Indian community itseif.

When at the beginning. of 1930 the .

Bill, which,. with minor amendments,
subsequently became Act No. .35 of
1932, was published, interested persons
must have been. aware what ihe main

.. provisions of the Act would be, and that

at least some of these provisions would -

. bave retrospective effect. _ ,
Anyone, therefore, taking transfer of ]

land after the beginning of 1930 as
nominee for persons prohibited under

Law No, 3 of 1885, as amended, from_ -

being owners of fixed property, must
have been acquainted with the risk
that such holding might be invalidated
on-the passing of the Act, - .
" Act No, 35 of 1932 was promulgated
on the 2nd of June, 1932, and in. terms

.-of section % thereof in its amendment of. ~
“saction 2 (4) of ‘Act No. 37 of 1919,
nomines holding was definitely decreed - .

illegal as from the g5th May, 1930,. All

nominee transactions - originating be- =

tween that date and the 2nd June, 1933,
thus became invalidated, and the indi-

cated course for nominee holders was -
therefore to divest themselves of their.
properties at the earliest opportunity.
I baveno doubt that in a large number "

of instances such nominee holders did
dispose of their properties; those who,

-did not do s0.and have not 'done so. to

the present day, six years after the Act
‘came into force, must be considered as

- -havig had no- intention of ‘parting - .

I agree with the above report: ~6» - -with their holdirigs, probably in the

1. TRANSPER OF SHARES IN PRIVATR
UOMPANIES OWNING FIXED PROPERTY
[Referred to in paragraphs 152

~ and 156 (8})). -
The otject of all Asiatic land tenure .
legislation in the Province of the Traps-
vaal has been to prevent Asiatics apd

“Asfatic companies from becoming

owners, or obtaining control, of fixed
property. The Commission’s mandate

. was to enquire into the evasions and

contraventions of that legislation and .
to submit suitable recommendations for

their prevention. -

It appears to me therefore contradic-
tory that the Commission should re-
commend an amendment of Act No. 37
of 1919 which would have the effect of

" improving the legal position of certain -

Asia:tic ‘shareholders in private com.
panies which_ were originally formed
with the specific object of evading the

laws. For this reason 1 must dissent

. from the recommendation,

‘be discovered. i SR .
. .Having thus defied the law; they de. -
serve, in my view, scant sympathy, and -

hope that the true

I consider that in the instances brought

to the notice of the Commission the

‘lawshould take its course, -

3. OWNERSHI? OF LAND AND SHARES

ROPEAN WOMEN MARRIED TO ASIATION

[Paragraphs 116-120 '(8) and
156.(5) - (a).]’

.. Marriages between European- w_bn'xen, . 7_
and Asiatics, whether entered into acs

cording t6 civil law or Mahommedan

- rites, are contrary to the traditions of
the country and repugnant to o8 per .
cent. of the European population, °

I submit therefore’ that in all cases

where a European woman contracts

" .such a marriage; she should-forfeit her. "~

position "would. not -~

- I Lanp HoLoING COMPANIES By Ev- , ..

status as a Earopean and automatically -

assume that of her Asiatie

husband, -

thus. debarring her .Irom._ becoming the “ -
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owner of fixed property in the Trans-
vaal, 1f such a woman should own
fixed property in that Province at the
time of her marriage it should be obli-
gatory upon her within six months from
.the date of marriags to divest herself of
such property in favour of a bonu fide
approved purchaser. ’

Such a course would not be considersd
an undue hardship, as she would be
aware of the penalty before her mar-
~ riage, and on disposal of the property
there would not be the least difficulty
of investing the proceeds of the sale in
many profitable ways apart from the
purchase of land. - | :

In cases where such a European: wo-
man has acquired property during her
marriage, she should merely be regarded
as the nominee holder for her Asiatic

husband, for the reason that in instances.

of this nature brought to the notice of
the Commission the properties had been
purchased with funds provided by the
husband and the properties were select-
ed, purchased add controlled by him.
Such nominee holdings should have re-

trospective effect as from 15th May 1930}
the woman to have the right, however,

to disposé of the property to an ap-
praved bona fide purchaser within twelve
menths from the date any legislation to
.this effect may come into force.

The same disabilities should extend

to the issue of a marriage between a .

European woman and an Asiatic,

“The restrictions in regard to fixed
property as above set out should like-
wise apply to share in private land-

holding companies,

4., Owyensmir Or Lanp Axp SHares IN - .

PrivaTe Coupanies By CAvR MaLays

[ Paragraphs 121 to 143, 144 (9);
+ and 156 (5) ()] 5

.I=n__ consi’deri‘ng' the i;uestioﬁ of the

. acquisition of land by Cape Malays—
' both men and women—since 1930, one
should keep certain factors in view, -
In the first place the Cape Malays in
_the Transvaal are a small community, at

most 400 families, the great majority of '

which reside in Johannesburg along
the Reef.

In the second fplace the Cape Malays |

in the Province as a class are a poor

people; they follow humble callings, -

the men as craftsmen and transport.
" workers, the' women takirng'in washing;
they do not engage in commerce except
in a few instances on a modest scale;
in consequence “their savings must be

small and accumulation of capital is -

bardly possible. o
" In the third place the acquisition of
land by Cape Malays up to 1930 was
sporadic except in certain ‘‘coloured”
and “mixed"” townships in the vicinity
of Johannesburg and Pretoria. .

If one then considers the large num-

ber'of properties of considerable value

in all parts of the Transvaal which have
been registered in the name of ‘Cape
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Malays siace 1930 and the numerous
instances in which Cape Malays of late
years have figured as majority share.
holders and directors of private land-
ttolding companies the position cannot
be rezarded otherwise than as alarming
and one can only reach one conclusion
and that is, that they as a class have
allowed themselves to be used as
nominees by the Asiatic community for
the purpose of evading the Asiatic land
tenure laws

There can be little doubt therefore
that the Cape Malays as a community

have misused the rights conferred on .

them by Act No. 12 of 1924 aund their
positinn in the Transvaal as regards the
right to ownership of land, excepl in
certain circumscribed localities, requires
serious feconsideration.

As in the case of marriages between

European women and Asiatics, I hold-
~that Cape Malay and Coloured women °

by becoming the spouses or concubines
of Asjatics should automatically assume
the status of the Asiatic husband and

.thus be debarred from holding fixed

property or from obtaining the con-
trolling interest in land-owning private
companies, - L

A Cape Malay or Coloured woman
holding fized property or a controlling

interest in a land-owning private com-
. pany at the time of entering into such

a union should be obliged to divest
herself of her property or controlling
interest within six months from the
date or such union, in favour of an

- approved bona fide purchaser.

A Cape Malay or Coloured woman
who has acquired fixed property or a
controlling interest in a land-owning
private company during the course of

‘her union with an "Asiatic should be
- regarded merely as a nominee holder

for her husband with retrospective effect

- as from the 15th May, 1930, but with
-the right to divest herself of such pro-

pertly or controlling interest in favour
of an approved boda fide purchaser with-
in twelve months from the date any
legislation to this effect may come into
force.

The same disabilities should extend
to the offspring of such uunions,

In justification of such a measure it
may be stated that in practically every
iostance of this nature which came to

. 4he notice of the Commission, it was

proved beyond any reasonable doubt
that the property or share interest had
been acquired with funds provided by
the husband or reputed husband who

* had personally selected and purchased

such land or share interest and had

. controlled the same himself or thiough

a relative ever since, .

- In the few instances where no ab.
solute proof to this effect was furnished
to the Commission there still existed

suspicious circumstances which séemed

to point to the fact that the husband

or reputed husband was the real owner.
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of the land or share interest and that
the women in whose name these were
registered was merely a nominee.

®
5. CoNcLubING NoTB

In conclusion I would like to make
the following observations.

It is a known fact that ever since the
promulgation of Law No. 3 of 1885,
which prohibited Asiatics from becom-
ing owners of fixed property in the
Transvaal, the Asiatic community has
by various means consistently succeeded
in evading the law.

Every successive amending law has
merely resulted in the invention of
fresh modes of evasion, and the watter
has gradually developed into a sort of
game of move and countermove.

I am convinced, therefore, that what-
ever measures my be devised to tighten
up the existing laws and to stop ap-
parent loopholes, new means of evasion
will readily be found and utilized,

Representatives of the Transvaal In.
dian Congress when they appeared be.
fore the Commission frankly stated that
they aimed at nothing less than total
abolition of all discriminatory legisla.
tion against Asiatics, political or other-
wise, and they gave the Commission to
understand that as long as there existed
laws prohibiting or restricting the own-
ership of land by Asiatics so long would
ways be contrived of evading these
laws, _ .

Apart, however,: from actual ownegs
ship of land, I would point out thgt,
as long &s any person or company en-
titled by law to hold fixed property
in the Transvaal can at will lease such
property to Asiatics for any period short
of ten years, thers is no impediment
whatever Preventing Asiatics from es-
tablishing themselves in any part of
that Province except in cases where
the title deeds of land contain & clause
prohibiting occupation by coloured per-
sons or in regard to areas subject to
the provisions of the Gold Law of 1908,
as amended. .

There can be little doubt that pene-
tration by Asiatics into European areas
in various subtle ways has been pro»
ceeding for many years and is still
going on at the present day, some
glaring instances of which were brought
to the notice of the Commission in the
course of its investigations,

There can be no doubt either, that'
this continuyed penetration has evoked
in many parts of the country a con-
siderable feeling of irritation and re-

* gentment, and I bhave no hesitation in

saying that unless measures be taken
to terminate this position it is possible
that unpleasant incidents may resuit.

I would suggest, therefore, as the
only way out of this impasse, that
early steps be taken by the Legislature
lo resirict the right of occupation of land
by Asiatics and other coloured people
in the Transvaal.

{8gd.) B, BLOEMBMA,
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Professor Sir S.
Radhakrishnan

ROFESSOR SIR RADHAKRISH-
NAN was in Jobanpesurg from
March 27 to April 4 during which time
he gave several most interesting and
educative lectures on Indian philosophy
under the auspices of the Witwatersrand
University, and were listened to with
rapt attention by hundreds of Euro-
peans. On Tuesday, March 28, a wel-
ccme reception in his honour, was given
at the Selbourne Hall of the City Hall,
Johannesburg, under the auspices of
the Transvaal Indian Congress when

garlands were preseated by various .

public bodies including the Congress,
the Hinda Seva Samaj, the Transvaal
Patidar Society, the Muslim Association,
the Tamil Benefit Society, etc.

Professor Radhakrishpan gave an
interesting lecture on modermn Tndia,
Speakinz on South Africa, he gave
sound advice to the ruling races by
saying that when you humiliate others
yon humiliate yourselves, and he ad.-
vised Indians to look to South Africa as
their home. Indians should unite, said
Sir Radhakrishoan, and should keep on
fighting for théir just rights disregarding
the consequences. - i

On Wednesday, March 29, Sir Radha-
krishnan attended the Rama Navami
festival arranged by the Gandhi Bharat
Vidyalaya, at the Trades Hall. Hegave
a lucid explanation of what Ramayana
‘was and said that, that great book was
instructive of how every humanbeing
should mould Hhis life.

Mrs. Rama Rau delivered a beautiful
speech and said that every Hindu man
should endeavour to become like Rama
and Lakshmana and every Hindu
woman should try to become like Sita.

On Saturday, April 1, Sir Radha-
krishpan visited Pretoria where 2 wel-
come reception was held in his honour,
under the auspices of the Pretoria
Branch of the Transvaal Indian Congress.
The honoured guest was garlanded on
behalf of various bodies. The Mayor
presided and many Counncillors and

other distinguished Europeans were
present.

Professor Radhakrishpag,
course of an interesting lecture, com-
pared the Western philosophy with the
Eastern philosophy showing the beauty

of the latter which was based on spirit--

ualism and individual suffering for the
greater good of the universe,
~ On Sunday, April 2, an “At Home”

was given in honour of Sir Radbhakrish-
nan at the Langham Hotel, by the
Johannesburg Hindu Youth

Professor Sir Radhakrishoan left Jo-
bannesburg on Tuesday, April 4, and
arrived in Durban on Wednesday morn-
ing April 5, by train. An elaborate pro-
gramme has teen arranged for him dur-
ing the seven days he is to stay in
the City. On Wednesday night, he
addressed the Indo-European Council
at the Parsee Rustomjee Hall, ’

in the
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Foundation Of S. A.
Prosperity
Professor Radhakrishnan’s

Criticism
N the course of an interview
with the Aatal Daily Alews,
Professor. Sir S, Radhakrishpan
said; “You in South Africa are
building a wonderful structure of
prosperity and progress, but this
structure is built on an unsound
foundation” He said that the
whole economic and political
planning of this country was for
the benefit of one particular sec-
tion of the community. There
was & tendency to exploit other
sections fot the sole benefit of the
Eutopean.

At p; t nothing was being
dope to instil into the Native,
Coloured and the Indian peoples
the feeling that South Africa was
a country of which they might be
proud and which they- could live
for.” Thinking members of these
communities conld not help feel-
ing that they were putting ail they
could into the couniry to further
its progress, but were getting
practically nothing out of it. It

~ was a feeling among these peoples
that they vorked only for the
benefit of the European class.

“It is these feelings that will
ultimately cause the destruction
of this conntry, foritisimpossible
for a country that believes in sub-
duing the ideas and feelings of
one section of the people by force,
to last in the long run,” he said.

“The European people say they
must have security. Well I say
to them that the only way to have
complete and lasting security in
this couatry is to evolve a policy
that will be for the well-being of
every member in it, irrespective of
class, race or creed.”

“The policy ‘that is being pur-
sued is extremely shortsighted and
un-social; in the end it must fail.
We need only lock back into bis-
tory to see that.” : .

Sir Radhakrishnan thought
Gandhiji one of the most brilliant
men of this age and that the
political theory he held was bound
to succeed. Gandhiji’s particular
greatness-lay in the fact that he
was not trying to impose a foreign
political theory on the people of
India, but rather to evolve a pew
theory modern in its ideas, but
based on the old beliefs of Hindu
philosophy. .

Sir Radhakrishnan was in fav-
our of self-government for India.
India should, of course, maintzin
its connection with the British
Empire so long as the British
Empire stood for the freedom of

all classes and races and for the
rights of humanity.
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Indian Philosophical
. Congress

'I‘EE Indian Philosophical Congress,
which met at Allahabad under the .
presidentship of Rev. C. F. Andrews,
was attended by some 50 delegates
from all over India. The proceedings
opened with an address of welcome by
the chairman of the Reception Com.
mittee, Prof. Amamath Jha, Vice-
Chancellor of the Allababad University.
In the course of his address Dr. Jha
stressed the need of the philosophic”
mind in these days.” He said, “Those
of us who spend their time in pursuits
that are not considered philosophical,
feel that the future welfare of mankind
depends on the increasing recogaition”

“of the truth that the principles of right

action are identical for individuals as
well as for States, and that the philo-
sopher alone can be trusted to lay down
what these principles are, . o

“If one may venture to diagnose the’
cause of the present disease, it is the
decline of religious belief; not of faith
dogma, in effete formalism, in super-

‘stition, but of 'real, abiding, burning -

devotion to -the highest good. I am’
aware that in thus empbasising the

. supreme necessity of religion in life, ¥

am treading on dangerous grouad.. "But
I recall the words of Bacon; ‘A little
philosophy inclineth’ man's mind to-
atheism,- but depth in philosophy
bringeth man’s mind to religion.!
Rev. C. F. Andrews chose an _appro-
priate subject for his presidential dis-
course—~the philosopby of ghimsa— >
which might be translated into Chris [ o
tian term as “the Word of the Cross.”[X”
He referred to the amazing ‘spiritval.
potency of early Buddhism as a vital
force_in the history of Asia’ and’ its
wonderful influence through the ages
on the thought of mankind. He went
on ta explain how Mahatma Gandhi in

Trecent times had been showing io the

world more and more truly the amazing
power of this principle of ghimsa, not
only through individual life but by
corporate moral resistance. The East,

- Rev. C. F. Andrews concluded, bad al-

ready found a commanding moral
genius in Mahatma Gandhi, who. had
been able to put this power of salyagraha
into effective action. What was needed
in Europe, if the West was to be saved
from another internecine- strife, 'was
that some personality should arise over
there of such calibre as to be able to
organise the various sporadic efforts for
world peace into one overwhelming
movement of society, which . might
sweep away for ever the awful menace -
of a world war. -

—Indian “Retiew, .
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'« ,~Jaipur Satyagraha
AHATMA GANDHI who at the
time of writing dis still in Delhi
. has advised the .suspension of Jaipur
Satyagraha, - It is . believed that he
."'would not hesitate to advise resumption
of Satyagraha if and when he finds that
.it.is essential in the inferest of the
-movement. - People -in_ Jaipur have
.willingly accepted Mahatmaji's advice
“in view of the circumstances in which
. it has been given. They know that he
: is tackling the larger problems of the
“States and perhaps his. hands would
be strengthened if they sSuspended the
" Satyagraha. In' the meantime, the
favourabie dtmosphere thus created by
the suspension.is expected to lead to
" substantial improvement in the attitude

‘sof the States authorities, =

S The Congress . .

A number of former members of the

- Congress High Command had a .pro-
longed talk with MahAtma ‘Gandhi in
.'Delhi,” The situation following Tripuri
'was reviewed with special reference to

Mr. Subhas Bose’s illness which has

-stood in the way of the President im-
plementing the terms of Pandit Pant’s
tesolution enjoining on him to, appoint

"the Working Committee .in accordance

-with Mahatmaji's wishes, Mr, Sarat

‘Bose was also expected in Delhi but
‘at the eleventh hour he c¢arcelled. the

‘visit. = The absence of emergency or
- breaking down provisions in the Con:.

gress constitution to deal with an in-

" terregnum - during which no, Working

Committee is in existence is the topic
_af the day. . It is commented in- the

Congress circles that the A. I. C. C. -
ghould be summoned early to deal with -

~* Soclalist Party’s ‘Attitude

. .Mr." Jai Prakash Narain, General
Secretary of the All-India - Congress
-Socialist Party,” In the course of a

Press statement explains the circum-

stances which led the party to remain
neutral on the occasion of voting on
‘Pandit G. B. Pant’s resolution before

. the open session of the Tripuri Congress. -

" They did not .oppose the resolution
because they did not want to be a party

to driving Mahatmaji and his followers

-out of the Congress, for, that and no-
thing short of it would have been the
conseqizence if that resolution bad been
defeated. . Particularly such a conse-
‘quence would have been disastrous at
‘the juncture when a crisis was impend-

"ing and we were thinking in terms of

a nationwide struggle. The need and
importanqe_ _o_f unity i our ranks in

~ Ind
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such circumstances became far greater,
They further did not oppose the re-
solution because it was made clear that.

it did not imply in any manner a vote -

-of censure on the President, and be- -
cause they firmly believed that it was
in the inferest of the Congress and the
national movement as a whole that the
Working Committee should command
Gandhiji’s implicit confidence and .be
appointed in accordance with. his

wishes.
' . South Africa
- Pandit Bhawani Dayal Sanyasi has
"arrived from South Africa. He has
issued a Press statement bn the- Asiatic
Segregation Bill. He says that the
‘Bill is not only a deep affront to the
- sentiment of an ancient civilisation_
but a clear breach of the Capetown
Agreement.. He was shocked to know
" that Sir Girjashanker Bajpai “stated in
the Central Legislative Assembly that
the Government of India had no in-
', formation in connection with the segre-
. gation scheme of the Union Government.
He says: “Such 2 Government would
“not exist even for a day in any demo-
cratic country but unfortunately we are:
. placed in a different position. The Gov-
ernment of India cannot escape from
their responsibility by misleading the
. chosen representatives of the people in
the Assembly...”
Pandit Bhawani Dayal had a con-
ference with the Council of the Imperial
Indian Citizenship Association at which

he explained the implications of the .

new Segregation Bill, [he Association
has addressed the Government of India
. with regard to the position of Indians
in South Africa as it is affected by the
proposed Bill. -

Kenya Highlands

Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas, chair-
. man of the Association, has sent a

. very strongly worded representation to
- the Government of India regarding the

veservation of the Kenya Highlands for
- Europeans in the course of which he
88y9:— - . .
_ “Therefore, in the opinion of the
Council of this Association, the Order-

" in-Council perpetuates the policy of

racial discrimination, It is an insult
to India which no self.respecting Indian
can tolerate. The Govemment of India
can be said to have failed miserably to
do their duty by their nationals"abroad.
They have let down Indians even as
they deserted the Indians in Zanzibar
when their legitimate rights were assail-
ed by the Colonial Office. Indians
_abroad feel that the Government of
fodia have ceased to inspire confidence

in them, and the general feeling among'
them is that by their recent policy th
cannot be looked upon even as the
“step.mother.” Our countrymea in
Colonies are groping in the dark wit
out a National Government, a friend
aguide. Ateverystep, in every colon?y
they are being systematicaily deprivey
of theirjust and legitimate rights whic
were assured by previous British Cab:
nets. The Government of India by the;
deplorable lack of sympathy, masterl!
inaction and complaceice appear t.
Indians abroad to be entirely respor
sible for this degrading statvs to whic:
they are being reduced at every oppor
tunity. Fiji, Ceylon, Malaya, Burma
British Guiana, South Africa, East Afri
ca,—within and without the Britis|
Commonwealth—everywhere it is th
same deplorable tale, .

“It is no more the fault of the India
if he feeis that the Government of Indi
caa no longer be trusted with the affair
of Indiabs abroad, and the sooner th.
hopelessness of the situation was real
ised, the better it would be for all con
cerned. 3,500,000 Indinns abroad (thi

- does not include Indians in Burma) ar

being hunted from piilar to post; thei
personal honour assailed, their nationa
pride humiliated; their manhood de
graded, their time honoured and hones
means of livelihood robbed; and all thi:
happens when the Government of Indi
claims to have safeguarded the legiti

- mate rights of Indians abroad, Caxs

the Government of India point
one specific instance in which their in
fluence or intervention saved Indian:
when their rights were taken away
They might have been able to affor
temporary relief, and that is all-
nothing beyond it. Do the Governmen
of India exist for being able to giv
only temporary relief to Indians abroad
We are really grieved to contemplat
that our nationals abroad have no Gov
ernment capable of supporting or help
ing them in time of trouble and they
are perpetually in trouble, The Jew
of the world would appear to be bette:
placed as icompared to poor Indiani
abroad. If they are drivea out of Ger
many, the British Empire and Americe
are thrown open to them for setilement
The tragedy of the situation is tha
Indians, who are the subjects of th
British Crown, are beiog turned ouw

. from tersitories within the British Em

pire, which they have materially helpec
to develop. Now, they are asked tc
make room for the German, Austrias
acd Italian Jews in the Highlands o
Kenya. Indians abroad have no one if
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the whole world to take up their. cause,

Is it proper, just or right, the Council -

ventures to ask, that non-British sub-
jects should be given preference over

" Things In General _

Poverty The Legend Of Coloureds

R. WILLTAM M, FOBTER, Mayor

of Oapolown, desoribed the oondi-

tion in which the coloured people of Cape-
town live, in his presidential address to
the Cape Parliamentary Debating Soclety..

In Capetown, he said, during 1935, 3,358

solonred people died, of whom 485 were
buried a8 paupers. A enrvey of total
family iccomes in 15,000 families raveal«
ed that in geveral hundred cases the in-
oome was nothing, in 3,000 cases it was
leas than £4 monthly, and in two-fifths
of the casen the bread-winner earnod lesa

than £1 10s. a weok. “Poverty was the '

logend written soross their dwellings,
their food, their clothes—their whole ex-
istence. This evil dominated their men-
tal snd moral outlook, dwarfed their
horizon, and followed them to the grave.”
Dealing with disease among these people,
the Mayor said that .53 per cent, of
- goloured people died before the age of 23,
and thousandes who escaped early death
were tho victims of disease which erip-
pled wage-earning power. In some
centres the infant mortslity rate was
snggestive of child murder, To overe
vome this state of affairs one had to strike
av the root of the evil, said Mr, Foster.
One had to pay the wuamskilled man a
decent living wage. :

Non-European Day Of Prager
In non-European churohes throughout
the Union, Sanday, March 26, was
observed as a day of intercession and
prayer in oonnedtion with the colomr
ssgregation proposals. The climax of
the proceedirgs in Capetown was reached
when more than 3,000 non-Earopeans

*gathered on the Wynberg sports grounds -

in the afternoon to attend an open-air
prayer meeting, which was led by Dr,
F. H. Gow, of Bethal Mission Church,
and the Rev. D, B, Wessels, of ‘Athlone,
The following resolution was unanpi.
motaly passed:  ‘This mass maeeting of

oolonred people assambled in intercession

aad prayer to Almighty God, viewa with
deep ‘alarm the segregation proposals
now before the country and earnestly
prays (hat the Government will not
spongor any legislation in oconnection
therewith.”

Segregation Pelition In ‘
Johannesburg’
A petition in favour of removing non.-
Enropean townships from the European
areas of Johannesburg and providing for
developmeut of Europesns and non-
Europeaus in separate areas, has beeg
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Indians in Kenya?...The Council of the
Association is emphatically of the-opi-
nion that there will not be, as indeed,
 there cannot be, any cessation of agita-
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tion in India and mongst Indians
abroad so long as the racial stigma

against Indians remains on the statute
" book of Kenya.” : o

1

submitted to the public of Johannesburg. K, Baijnath (one ot the paholi] 'o-t the

for signatures. The eponsors, including
Mr. 8. J. Tighy, hope to get anything

up to 30,000 signatares. When the lists

ure ologed, the petition will be sent to
the Minister of Native Affairs, Mr, H, A.

Religions songs were sung by the Hindi'

Jointly by mémbers of the Arya Bangeet 1

end Samaf’s Bhajun Mundal. The oocca- i

- Fagan, with a reqnest to institate a Com- . . .slon terminated at 8.30 p.m. by the rect-'

mission to inquire inte the proposal, as
it affects Johanmesburg, principally - the
westorn areas, and also the areas adjoin-
ing Alexandra and the eastern -native
township. Meelings are also : being
oalled to support the petition. ' Represen-

tatives of all -vigilanco and .ratepayer .
ateociations, with other publio organise- = Director.of Mesars, M.

tions, have heen invited to attend, ‘

Sastrt College Old Boys’ Ciub

A soolal meeting of the Sastri College
‘0ld Baye’ Club will be held on Saturdsy;’
April 15, at the College - at 8 p.m,
fovitation is extended ta every ex-siu-
dent of the College who may avail him-

- selt of this opportunity to renew. gontact

with those others who have also passed *

through .the College. , Teschers snd ' J¥PrAN OPmiion. e -
" residents from the districts will be parti- -, e e e~~~ .—.————— -

cnlarly weloomed, as it is hoped: to

gather a8 many Old Boys as possible

ander one roof for the evening.-

Indian Eisteddfod .
The georetary of the Iadian Saciety

forthe Advancement of Musio and Art .
states:—Vernaoular pessions in ehorsl,

vooal, instramental, elocution, folk dan. -
oing and dramatio clieses will be held

'

An

commeneing at 6.30 p.m., on Satorday. :

April 8 at 9 am., and on Easter Monday
April 10 (three gessions) 9 am.,"2 p.m.
snd 6.30 p.m. Admission; Adults 6d.,
scholars and children 3d. (inclading tax),
Beason tickets for entire festival, English

* and vernacular, adults 5a., scholars and
children 2s, 6d. (obtainable at’ the door), ’

Shree Gopallal Hindu Temple

The Ramnawmie festival was oele-
brated at the above femple. In gpite of
heavy rain and storm, ‘the temple hall
wos fall.  Thanks are due to the geore-
tary and treasurer of the temple who took:

all the trouble to bring the festivalto g °

sucoees. Thanks are also due to Pandit
R. 8, Patak, the priest of the temple,

" who took great interest in teaching the

ohildren for the evening’s programme,

Shri Ram Naumie Day N
The above day was celebrated’ nnd;r. :

the auspices of the Arya Samaj,” Cato

Manor, on Wednesday, March 29, at thetr

. 8chool hall at 7 p.m. An -elognent and

{nteresting speech was delivered by Mr,

tation of Shanti part and pursads pro-
vided by the Samaj_were. distributed
to all.”~
Death Of Mrs. 1. E. Moola
The death oocurred attar an illness of

four-years, of Mrs, L. E. Moola, second
daughter of Mr. A. 0. Moola, Managing

Samsj) on the life of Shri Ramchandrajee. -

-sohool children and music was conduoted

d
"
’

-

M. Amod & Co,

(Pty) Ltd., of Ladysmith, Natal. The -

foneral took place at the Mahommedan’
Oemetery, and was attended by w.large
gathering of Muslims, Hindus, and
others from all parts of Natal, o

‘Bverything nppearing I this issue of. & poll. -

Manilal M.. Gandhi

to express” the views of.

lical Datare has been written .and pdited. by .

TRANSYAAL INDIAN ‘GONGRESS

"¢ (Pretoria Branch)

Notice is hereby given that theannual ©

general meeting of the Pretoria Byanch .
of the’ Transvaal Indian Congress will
be held on Sunday, April 23, at3 p. m.

at the Empire Bioscope,. -Boom Street, - ‘

Asiatic Bazaar, Pretoria. Agenda :

Election of officers~ - . . _
B. ‘Mo0L00, NANABHAI 8iTa,
. Joint hon. Secretaries, ~<

‘to-day April 7 in the Sastri College Hall {1) Secretary’s Report, (2) Finance, (3) .

"hﬁ-A-ﬁmﬂv-v-mnnna?ﬁv-m-w-n‘;

.. FOR SALE- ..
. Block of semi-detached dweRings in “Knipe Straet
in heart of Indian locality. Present rental L4
per month: Price for the .whole plock £1,000,
Terms ¢an be arranged with appraved buyers—
8. R: NaID0o, Land and Estate Agenf, Frasei
Lane, Maritrburg, - e .
v\4v\Jv\zvxa-\/v\wi\fvyav\}v\,

DRIVING TAUGHT, BY
| EXPERT EUROPEAN _
3 Instruction on Dnal Control Cars X

i-----------II----'

]

3 Lessons will be given nptil
-lio‘aneg is passed. Moderate chargep, .

t Apply:

g P. O. Box 2139 or" 3

¥ 44, Southern Life Blds.,

|  SmithSt, ~ Durban,’
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