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Indian Question In The Indian
Qu Legislative Assembly
T was reported last week that in
the Central Legislative Assembly at

New Delhi, the President, Sir Abdur
Rahim, ruled out of order Sir Syed .Raza
Ali’s adjourmment motion to discuss
“the proposal before the Government of
the Union of South Africa to introduce
legislation for the purpose of further
restricting the right of Indians to ac-
quire or occupy immovable property.”
In the course of the debate that pre-
ceded the President’s ruling, Sir Syed
explained that his intention was to
censure the Government of India for
not taking any action in the matter.
Sir G. S. Bajpai, opposing—leave being
graiited to the motion—referred to the
statement made by the Minister of the
Interior that nothing had been decided
with regard to the legislation to which
Sir Raza Ali had referred -and_ that the
whole question was still in the air. Sir
Girja Shankar added that the Govern-
ment of India had no information,
official or otherwise, of any proposal
for a legislatioa of that character.

8ir Syed submitted that there was

a very definite proposal, made by
the Union Covernment, to introduce
an anti-indinn legisiation, If the
Covernment of India had no informa-
tion, that botrayed a want of alert-
" ness on which he ceuld not son-
gratulats them.
Information, they deserved to be
oensured. What was the use, he
asked, of keeping an Agent-Ceneral
in 8outh Africa if information of
these developments was not made
avallable to the Covernment of India
by him? Events marched with
great rapidity in South Afrioa and
aotion might be taken In the gur-
rent sesslon of the Union Parlis-
ment. .

Mr. S, Satyamurti supported Sir
Syed's plea, but the President held that
as the Govemment stated they had no
information the motion was out of
order.

We fully endorse the protest made by .

Sir Raza Ali in the Indian Legislative
Assembly in regard to the want of
alertness on of the part the Govern-
ment of Indiain keeping itself tully
informed about the position of Indiang

«

It they had no -

in South Africa. But perhaps it is

much concerned zbout the “friendly

relations” between the two Goverments
being jeopardised. They must indeed be
maintained at any cost]!

Further Propaganda For Segregation

At a public meeting held at Pot-
gietersrust (Transvaal) to consider the
so.called infiltration of Asiatics into
European areas, an unopposed motion

was adopted calling on the Government -

to hold a referendum of all Europeass
in Zouth Africa to discover if they were
in favour of separate residential and
busiuness areas for Europeans and col-
oured persons, including Asiatics

Should the referendum favour segrega. .

tion, the Government, it was urged,
should immediately give effect to the
wishes of the people. It was added
that the propasal did not emanate from
a political party, but from the European
residents of Potgietersrust. The meet-
ing was addressed by Mr. K. Smit, chair-
man of the South African Reddingsbond,
who said that the Indian business
methods are becoming an increasing
danger to European civilisation in South

Alfrica and no solution was. possible .

until political parties removed from
their programmes the clauses designed
to entrench the standing rights of In.
dians in the Union. Indians, he said,
should be allowed to open shops only
in native locations. They could also
be permitted to act as hotel waiters
and to do other suitable work,

In Natal the Newcastle Chamber of
Commerce has supported the Ladysmith
Chamber in its resolution to the Prime
Minister, and the Minister of the In-
terior, in comnection with Indian en-
croachment. The resolution states that
the steady encroachment of Indians to

the detriment of Europeans in Lady. -

smith and other parts of Nata] js viewed
with alarm, and asks that legislation
* be introduced on certain lines to ame-
liorate the position, -
Mr. George Sutter, M.P. for Sptings,

signed the mixed marriages petition

after the meeting in Pretoria held in
support of the Nationalist candidate in
the Pretoria City by-election, Mr, D, I
G. van den Heever, In ap interview
with the correspondent of The Star at

Springs, Mr. Sutter said he had been
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'gnly too pleased to support the Nation-
alist demand for legislation to prohibit
Europeans and coloureds from living

. together in the same building, to pro-

hibit Europeans and coloureds from
fraternising, and to prohibit by law the
marriage of Europeans and coloureds.
Kenya Highlands And Indians

The Afotal Daliy News Nairobi
correspondent states:—The prospects of
a vigorously conducted Indian opposi-
tion to the reservation of Kenya high-
lands for white settlement are held out
by statements of the executive com-
mittee of the East African Indian
Congress that secret plans are being
prepared for resistance to the Order-in-
Council reserving the highlands ex-

~ clusively for Eurcpean land ownership.

The Qrder-in-Council was the result
of the Carter Land Commission’s report
published a few yeats ago, which is
now being implemented. A special
meeting of the Indian Congress is being
held early in March to ccasider the -
executive’s suggestions for resistance

"which Congress circles consider will

be most effective. Meanwhile, instruc. -
tions have been given to hold bartals
throughout the country on March I, on
which date the order operates, Congress
is also planning Street processions.,

Our East African Indian brethren are
aJso faced with a segregation measure
in the form of the reservation of the
Hinglands in Nairobi for the exclusive
occupation of Europeans. The struggle
against it has been going on for many
years and it is now . intensified owing
to the legalisation of this reservation
by an Order-in-Council thus placing
a stigma on the Indian commmunity in
the Statute Book. Indians in South
Africa congratulate their brethren jn
East Africa for the stand they have
taken and wish them every succes jn
their just cause,

The Rajkot Struggle

A Reuter’s Message from Bombay. - .
states that Mahatma Gandhi, has - pio-
ceeded to Rajkot on a peace nission,
and has ordered the suspension -of ‘the
civil disobedience movement which hes
been in progress since the beginning of the
month. It is reported that he conferred
with Mr, Gibson, the British Resident,on
thesituation. The RajkotState’s subjects



* committed by the State instructed by -
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who are ﬁghting for responsible govern~.

ment have undergone terrible sufferings
through the représsive policy of the
State. A compromise was arrived at

between the State and Sardar Vallabh- .

bhai Patel on behalf of the people but a

breach of the terms of compromise was
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the Resident, Mr, Gibson, necessitating
the revival of the civil disobedience

- strugglé which is being met by inhuman

methols of suppression and repression by
the State. Among the distinguished
State prisoners is Mrs. M. K. Gandhi who
is kept in internment while Mahatma
Gandhi is negotiating for peace.

L~ -awdian
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© op MASS meeting of the Natal Indisn
| _ Congress was held last Sundsy & band the organisers also failed to realise

the Royal Pictnre Palace Darban  thaf they were placed in office by the masses -

, H";‘I'l-;'g(.Cd'hlg'regs And The Youths

. wad an utter lack-of _fairpldy. * On the other

. u:intorm the public* abont the i_nt.ervipm‘ . and the masees had the right to puf: them
the delegates of the Congress had with the - oat if they so desired. It there was any
.. Primé Minister . sud” the ‘Minister of the

* ‘Interior on the proposed segregation eoheme. would not have shirked the issue by gagging-

sense of responsibility in the leaders they

LMK, HajeeE.H.Puukpte&idedmdthe'meﬂ- . thosé who wanted to have their say but they

~ " jng was conducted by Mr. J. W. Godfrey. . “wonld have faced whatever rebuke they were '

. .- interest in all matter concerning bhe Tndian " ‘dulged in’ grand eloquence” bk will their

There was present at the, meeting a large

vumber of youths who were.not members . matiefactory explanation. - -

of the Congress but have recently organised

themselves with & view to taking a livelier, - |

. ‘community. Eloquent speeches were niade

by the -Congress leaders and pledges were

gubjected to bravely and in

reply made &

- "Are They Sincere? "

-"made to_fight if any legislation aiming &b -

fogregation was passed. . The meeting was
‘well organised, It remained guiet as long

a8 laurels were being showered ‘upon' the -

- Congress leaders, But at one stage "Mr.

The .Congress leaders last Sunday in-

actions ba as eloguent? Their past record
_does nob redound much to thelr eredit. ' On
the Tranavaal Asiatic Land Tennre Act the
Congreaa'leaders failed hopeleaaly in fulfilling
their pledge. True that it affected the

"+ Transveal only. But, it was the principle

for which the Congress leaders had pledged
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meyr deolared in Parliament replying to De

Malan’s attack that the Government was
achieving through the Slums Act what Dr.
Malan bad not been able to achieve with his
policy of segregation? Ia there nob eegre-
gation on tram cars, on railway statious,
post offices, on the beach and in other places
of entertainment? Insbances of ont sense
of elf-respect heing wounded are not waot-
ing and the propossd new measure, if it
snoceeds in passing, will once for all brand
us 88 Pariahs of Sonth Africa. I in time
therefore that we awakened to a real sense of
honoor aend selfrespect and shed all

* false sensa of prestige and honour im
" quarrelling smong ourselves. If we showed

but half that eense in fighting onr common
enemy in this country our status would have
long been enbanced, )

"An attempt was made recently to
unite the two parties in . which the
Agent.General took a leading part. Bub
the Congresa leaders who do practically all
things withont a mandate when representa-
tions are made on vital qnestions affecting
the commmunity, were careful in taking

‘»a strict meandate from their Committes

when they entered into negotiations for
'onity with the leaders of the opposition,
that they must not bind themselves to any-
thing. It was for this reason that the nego-
tiations bad failed. If unity in the true
sensd of the term is desired wo can only
‘suggest one thing end that in that notwith.
standing the fact that one pa:ty may be
technically in the the right—as indeed
the Congress is—it mnst be prepared
to give s blank cheque to the other
party in order to win that party over, aand
all sense of pride, prestige, honour and ocon-

Godlrey as acting on bebalf of the President : etitutionalism must for tho time being be pat

- invited the youths to speak snd one ' after .

‘thie other they spoke. Mr. Fakroodeen (jur.)

.- gaid they hud heard a lot of dictation from. -
: gtlﬁ'leaderutotheyoushsroinin up, bat if -

" .. the masses who alway
"7 the leaders. - Tt was the leaders: who: were
:- - themselves mot united and he could

“nnity was lacking it was not lacking among

‘anderstand why they could not unite. The

;" youths mut insist on their uniting. . .If e

were subjected to humiliating laws, he’ said;

""" it was the fault of the leaders and-not of
""" the masses, - Mr. Kajee could not it qoiet-
. after this and went to the length of ‘in- .

. ‘who wanted to rave-at the leaderé may do -
" 4o by joining the Congress and ‘coming fo *
meetings where  they - woald

7 begiven

s

ginuatiog that the division was caused by

persona) feelings and because certain mem-

bers were not given offices, He gaid ‘those

all the hearing they desired. This

was nob the place, he gaid, forsach & discus-

"| + jion,.. The quiet honsp was now changed.

= .
R TON

How. well the meeling was organised was

' pealised when. 1o -other gpeaker could get

. N

* m hearing, He

was .distarbed from awong

' - the .sudience at every word ‘of "sente
* gnbe- ke uttered. . The ohairman, who allow:

ed Mr. Kajee to say what he did, pub a
oheck on. the' freedom of speech of. others
who failed to sing the praise of the Congress
‘but be could not check those: who distarbed

[N

‘mot -

thern, Weo cannot help feeling that there

themselves to fight and not only did they
nst fight but they co-operated with thoee.
-who were concerned about safeguerding their
_own veated interests. A similar thing was
“done with regard to the Colonization Scheme,

¢ rallied 6 the. call of - Thak it wae 8 pernicions scheme did pot

weigh with them much- What weighed

I, with -them  wag thé ‘great -“hononr®

done to.the community in appointing s

‘Tndian on a Government Comumiszion for the
 first time in the history of Indians in Sonth

Afeical Their beggarly attitude in regard
"to the White Women'’s Employment Bill in

' giving an assurauce to the Government to.

- prevail upon their brethren to refrain from
" employing white women if only they conld
e saved from the homilistion of s stigma
in the Statute Book was moat regretable.

."'We are quoting these instances to show that

“while- the Congress leaders have been elo-

quent in their speech they have not been a8 -

eloguent ia their action. Lot us hope that

- the same will not be repeated in the present

instonce, - . -

" ! We Indians. are showing a tendenoy
in. this country of not objecting to &
'process- of elow-poisoning but of being

- Thée Time To: Fight Long Over Due

offended wher it comes in a, big dole,

‘Do we not experience the humiliations of
Regregation at every stage? Is nob the work-
ing of the Slams Act putting the policy of
gogregation into effect? Haa not Mr. Hof-

aside. To say that the Congress caunot
change its name if that is what is asked by
the other party, it is sheer childish stubborn-
ness. There, is far graver danger
faing ne to ‘be abls to afford 8
houss divided. Even Mabatma Gandhi had
ohanged the name of the very Congress that
‘wan fonnded by him and which is still lying
dead, -into Natal Indian Association. He !
did this* becanse he coneidered the camse
to be greater than the mere name.  This is
the only way true unity could be achieved, -
" The other way is to juin the Congress in
full force aad abide‘i)y the ruling of the
majority, There is mo third conrse, The
battle we have to fight in this conntry for
our existence aa gelf-respecting humanbeings
will be & secred one and unless we ‘are pure
at heart and'can show that purity towards
one another in onr own renks oor
fight will not be a clean fight nor can we
expect victory. The futare lics in the hande
of the youths. .-

" Transvaal Moves For

Passive . Resistance -

: INOE the sbove was in print we res
S ceived A telephone message from
Johannesburg fhat at the Congress
maeting held there to protest ogaiust the
proposed segregation measure and which was
attended by over & thonsand Indians, Dr. X.
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M. Dadoo, who had formed a left wing_in
the Congress, bas won the day by carryiog
by an overwhelming majority an_amendm?nt
to a Congress resolution, declariog Passive
Resistance sgainst the proposed messure.
We heartily congeatulate Br. Dadoo for his
enthosissm and in having succeeded in pute
ting & obeck on the Congress, The time
hes pow come for action. Gelling the
amendment throngh does not end onr work.
It really now begins and those who bave en-
dorsed Dr. Dadoo’s amendment must realise
the serionsness of the responsibility they have .
voluntarily invited. It is mo small respon-

gibility- It will require tremendous courage

not to hit bt to die withont raising even a -
finger in retalistion for the make of our
national horour, There can be no retreat
after having onoe taken the step, The ruling
race in Bonth Africa must be made to realise
. that there is a limit to our patience and we
can no looger tolerate the humiliations
constantly imposed on ws. No man
- or woman with any eedse of self-respect
can tolerate such treatment., Just at this
slage & copy of the latest Harijan dated
February 18 hes come to onr hand which
oontaing 8 message for Indians in Soath
Africa from Mahatma Gandhi which we
should all fake to heart. A question waa

R. L. W. RITCH writes to us as
follows:—Sir, I should like to
compliment you upon your leading
article under the above caption and
to express my complete agreement with
the views expressed. T
" 1 have to confess that excepting in
so far as its non-adoption must ua-
doubtedly constituté a breach of faith,
I am but mildly interested in the
“Feetham Report.” In conformity with
the attitude I have consistently adopt-
ed towards legislation differentiating
against my Iudian fellow-mep, I de.
clined to appear before the Gommission
either professionally or as witness, The
Commission was concemed principally
if not wholly with vested interests. To

me whatever modicum of principle may °
, have been at stake through an attack

upon vested interests seemed relatively
insignificant beside the vastly more

.- -vital principle of segregation. . And

~ mow that the prospects of adoption of
the Feetham Report seem so remote
as to be almost hopeless and the
threais of both trade and residential

segregation very real and imminent,

‘the question naturally occurs to me
(baving bad some humble share in our

earlier struggles) as I obsreve it hasto -

you, what is going to be done about
it? Unfortunately, I find myself un.
able to adopt your form of question

“What is the Indian community going to -

do in the face of all this?” because, un.
happily, the term “community” Kas
become little better than a euphemism,
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put to Gandhiji whethér they should
carry on the struggle for their.rights in
South Africa through Satyagraba of through

constitutional agitation, This is- the reply

given by Gandhiji:. o
““If the Sonth African Indian community had
guts in them, I would say Satyagraha, and they
are bound to win. I am hoping that some day
from among Indian yonths born in South Africa
& person will -arise who will stand up for the
rights of his countrymen domiciled there, and
make the vindication. of those rights his life’s
mision. He will be so pare, so cullared, so0

trathful and so digniied in bis bearing that he -
will disarm all opposition. The Whites will.

say, “if all Indians were like him, we should

" have no objection to giving them an equal stats
.with us,” But he will angwer, ¢“It is not enough: -

that thete is one representative of the Indian:
cowmunity whom you are ready to recognise as
your equal. What I am, other countrymen of
_ mipe too can be, If instead of calling them names
and patting them under all sorty of disabilities
Jou give them a, sporting chance in, the matter
of educational and other facilities which are
to.day denied them, Such & one, when he

‘gppcan,wlllnotnMMBemchedbjme.. N

- He will assert himeelf by his sheer genjus,”* ~

' In regard to the talk of forming. & non~
European front we have-in these columns .

not favoured such en idea. Wo bave now
Gandhiji's opinion too on the sabject which

- will be instructive, Rev. Temsa during his
recent-vigit to India had an Interview with *

What, of "course,_should be a. com-
munity, a solidly constituted harmoni-
ous whole, jealous of its honour and

-concerned primarily for its status, is
I regret to say no better than a people -

divided against itself. - How true it is.

that Mammon can count slaves by the '

million, but neverz martyr1-~ =
. Do we observe any evidences of coni.
munity of interests between our Indian

" “haves” and our Indian “have-nots”?
Any concern on the part of tlie wealthy _
. Tor the fate or lot of the poorer major-

ity 2 Is the painful truth of the matter
not rather this, that the fow rich securely
entrenched as they conceived themselves
to be, behind .the rawparts of their
vested interests, had visions of turning
the advantages they still enjoy and

- hopé to preserve to their own greater
- profit at the-expense of their less
:fortunate.compatriots?. And would it
.be. far wrong to hazard that their-

«concern for the %ate

such considerations ?:

‘There are times when candour is-

kindest and best calculated to irifluence
the subjects of ome’s criticism. This,
it appears to me, is just such an' occa.

sion, ‘One, who like myself has follow-

ed what we were wdnt to call the

~ “struggle” from the beginning, is com-
" pelled to recognise that the Indian
<cause has been on the retreat the: whole |

time, driven nearer and neafer to the
originally planned segregation and
farther and farther from the Indian
slogan of “status” and “gelf respect.”.

ncern § of the Feetham
_Report is largely influenced. by “just

 Gandhiji and when ssked by biw as to what
i Gandhi)i thought abont it Gandhiji gave
- the.following reply: - o s
It ‘will be a mistake.- You will be pooliuﬁ' ;
together not strength but weakness. . Yon will ..
-* best help one ‘avotber by each standing on his
* ownlegs. . The two cuses are different, ~The .
Indiars are a microscopic minority. They can
never be a “menace” - to the white population,
You, on the other hand, are the sons of the soil
. who are being robbed of your toheritance.  Yom. . --
ard bound to resist that,  Yours is = far bigger -
issue. It ought not to be mixed up with that of .
the Indian. ° This does not preciude the estab-
-lishment of the friendliest relations between the .
. two races. The Indians can co-operate with you - -
. in a number of ways, They can help you by ale.
ways acting on the square towards you, -They -. -
_ may mot put themselves in -opposition 'ty your
legitimate aspirations,. or-run you down -ss
‘savages’ while exhalting themselves as ‘cul -
.. -tured people in order to secure concessions for
ves at yourexpense.” L
. This hea como as a timely advies from -
Gandhiji and we will not go wrong by acting
_ uponit, ‘The Natal Indian Congress has -
~sent Swami Bhawani Dayal to Indis t6
educate public opinion, = We consider’ it a™ -
waste of time and. expense.. . No earthly -
purpoge will be served by educating public -
opinion in  India if. 'we ‘are mot, pre= *'
pared at this end to eacrifice even a litile,”
“and the day we are prepared to fight for our =
just rights in this country -help will come to™ .-
ua without oar. asking., =~ “Giod - helps thosa. =~
. who help themselves” —~ . -~ .. -

b

- Itisdifficult, also fo, resist thé ‘con-_ :
viction, however unpalatable it be, that - -
. the ‘debacle with. which ‘the’ ‘people-

. rich and"poor aliké aze fiow ‘threatened’
-is due’largely; if not wholly, to the
.indifference of ‘those. who felt them- -

" selves secure in their holdings to aught-

. sdve their own security. Nor; T think, -
- would it be’entirely’ unirue to’ suggest
that some at least of oux leaders during.
- tecent_years shewed themSelves some- -
what -disproportionately: concerned on. -
“behalf of financial ‘intérests ‘involved; -
~* as compared with the safety, well:being. . .
- ‘and: 'uplift. of the larger,if humbler,
_rank and file, whé had. listle, ‘if .any,
“capital to lose, presérve -(or increase) °

. 'save their dignity as Indians. and what "

is left ’of
honotir. - . e 2
. To return to-the all-important ‘Quess

. tion Whatnow 2 or if not, “whiat neur2”

- .what? in the event of the Feetham '
Report being rejected or'so altered ef .
~even emasculated as to.make its recom. " :

- mendations ineffective? 'And, our old -

friend the Class Areas’ Bill' (albeit.in
a new dress and rechristened). ‘Should

(it make  its - threatened: ‘reappearance. -
pari passu- with, the Feetham Report
disaster shall we. perhaps then,  and ™ -
only then, come to realise: the imports
ance of welding the Indian peoples.of "
the Union into a real commugity-that ;-
at long last shall have learitt the lesson’

their -self-respect ‘and - &

~ that sectional and selfish interests must™ ~

for its survival ‘be  suboidinated

e il to
principle? I wonder. Lo
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" NATAL . INDIAN CONGRESS

MASS MEETING TO PROTEST AGAINST SEGREGATION

MASS meeting of Indians under
the auspices of the Natal Indian
Congress was held on Sunday, February
26, at the Royal Picture Palace, to
protest against the segregation measure
 proposed to be introduced in Parliament,
The Presidential chair was occupied by
Hajee E. .M. Paruk. - The p .
ings were conducted by Mr. J W
Godfrey. - - ' :
_ Chairman’s Speech *
The chairman, in his speech, stated:
~ .“Though the occasion on which we
have met is one that is most unhappy I
am pleased to see sp many of you pre-
sent. Itis a proof that you are conms
scious of your responsibility.
] am not exaggerating when I say-
that these are dark and troublous days.
The blind passions of race prejudice and
hatred are being whipped up to suit the
ends of political expediency. o
. “In December last, a deputation from
an anti-Indian Conferénce of ratepayers,
Parliamentarians, provincial councillors
and local authorities waited on the
Minister of the Interior, ‘Mr. Stuttaford,
at Pretoria and made allegations of In=

. -dian penetration in the rural towns. of
. the Transvaal. In reply the Minister

said that he would discuss the matter. -

with his colleagues and propose legis-
lation graating  authority to register
servitudes free of charge in title-deeds
prohibiting the lease and sale to.and
the occupation by Indians where, for
instance, 60%, of the European property
owners agree to it, the implication

‘being that this decision would be bind- -

ing upon the remaining 407

. “On February 10 this year a deputa-
tion of the Transvaal Indian Congress
accompanied by officials of the South
" African Indian Congress, waited upon
the Minister of the Interior'at Capetowh,
and> stressed upon him the necessity
" of the passing by Parliament of the
_Feetham resolutions in terms of . his
assurance to Congress and the Agent-
General last year. These resolutions
. were to implement’ the findings of the
Feetham Commission, an impartial
commission established under the Trans-
vaal Land Tenure Act -undex which Act
it was. agreed that the Gold Law of
7908 of the Transvaal which restricted
the occupation and ownership of land
on, the reef by Indians should be. so
amended as to empower the Minister to
withdraw any -proclaimed land from
the ‘operation of the Gold Law. The
powersywere to be exercised after the
impartial commission had enquired into
the “position. Justice, Feetham con-
‘ducted a meticulous enquiry extending
‘over fivé years and made his recom-

‘éxtension of the
_ large tracts of rural and semi-rural land

mendations. These recommendations
legalise the occupation of proclaimed
lands by Indians on the Witwatersrand
and remove their sense of uncertainty
and insecurity. - The recommendations
represent the barest minimum required
for the Indian community of the Reef
area. Above all the question of occupa-
tion and ownership of land in the Reef
area is a thing apart from all other
issues concerning the Indian community,

““The Minister informed the congress
that in order to facilitate the passing of

_ the Feetham resolutions it would be

fecessary. to place before his Party
€aucus a definite scheme to deal with
the occupation and ownership of land
by Indians all over the Union and the
proposed scheme of his, was to meet
the outcry against penetration of Asiatic
jinto European areas, The Minister
repeated the scheme as outlined by him
to the represeatatives of the anti-Indian
Transvaal Ratepayers’ Association, ins
creasing his 607 to 70%.

_ “The Minister has been interviewed
twice by your delegates and has been
informed in the most clear language
and by a considered statemeat in writ-
ing, that the two questions dare in no
way connected. The Feetham resolu-
tions affect omly the relatively small
population on the Reef while the Min-
ister’s proposed scheme is Union wide.

“We deny that there is penetration.
This has been proved by the evidence
that was adduced by vatious Town
Clerks and representatives of the local
authorities who appeared before the
Murray Land Laws Commission in the

‘Transvaal.

“]p fact the Minister of the Intesior
stated that go¥, of Indians have shown
no desire to live in European localities.

*«[pn Natal we hear fantastic and hair-
raising .allegations of Indian penetra-
tion. The only fact that has ever been
advanced in support of this has been in

 Durban and the author of this is no

other than our. so-called friend Mr. H,
H, Kemp,

“[t has been stated that the value of
property owned by Indians ir Durban
has increased from .378 in 7888 to 7.3
in 1939. '

- «Let us examine these figures in the
Tight of facts. The lndian population

_of the borough of Durban in 1939 is

86,000. Befare the boundaries of Dur-

- ban were extended in 1932 the Indian

population pumbered $7,330- By the
borough boundaries

accupied by some 64,000 Indians were
brought into the boundaries of the City
of Durban, This explains the increase

gnd be it remembered that the increase
is over a period of 51 years,

“We admit the expansion into areas
contiguous to ours, We admit that we
go to virgin and derelict areas, in aod
around Durban and Pietermaritzburg,
clear them of the swamps that breed
Malaria, make it habitable, and then
pass it on the European so that he may

build factories, establish commerce,
and build his mansions.

“Surely we have a right to this nor-
mal expansion and to serve in this
lowly manner, and we have the right
to breathe God's good air.

“In Natal where the bulk of our po-
pulation is concentrated and where
some 70,000 [adians belong to the rural .
population, of the total acreage of
$3,000,000 acres in the province the
amount owned by Indians iscomputed to
be 300,000 to 320,000 acres, that is ap-
proximately one acre in every hundred.
Is this sufficient to justify legislation

for the segregation of Indians all over
the Union 2

“The Borough and Township Ordin-
ance gives power to local authorities to
prevent Indian purchase of unalienated
land. The Private Towaship Ordinace
empowers the towuship owner to pre-
vent Indian occupation or ownership in
new townships. '

“As far as trade is concerned the
arbitrary operation of the licensing laws
relegate the Indian trader to certain
areas. We have consistently protested
against these disabilities.and sought
their repeal.

“We declare that this servitude
scheme of the Minister is segregation of
the direst kind, and its practical effect
will be constant friction between the
European and Indian communities.
Agitation instigated by sectional or
commercial interests, or emotionalism
stimulated by some national celebration
would be sufficient to secure the support
of the nepessary 75% of the European
residents, for & measure of this sort and
the scheme provides unlimited oppor-
tunities for the stirring up of racial
feeling. The imposition of disabilities
by means of this measure now under
consideration will involve the ruination
and humiliation of our community and
will disturb the lawful occupation and
ownership of land by Indians,

“This scheme of Mr. Stuttaford's has
the same if not & more dangerous object
in view as Dr. Malan’s Areas Reserva-
tion Bill of 1935 and is & definite viola:
tion of the spirit and letter of the Cape-
town Agreement of 1926,°0on the cons
clusion of which Dr. Malan dropped his
Areas Reservation Bill, this was a
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testimony that the Union Government
bad turned its back for all time_ on the
policy of the segregation of lndian.
“Segregation is the peak of repression.
It eventually results in reducing the
segregated to a state of helotry. It is
upjust and it is ihuman. It is the
negation of that promise of “uplift
contained in the Capetown Agreemen_t-
“The proposed scheme -will result in
tradeand residential segregation which
the Indian community has always con-
sistently and strenuously opposed; it
will be a deep affront to our national
pride. It casts a stigma on us as a race.
“Owing to the urgency of the situa-
tion and the grave dangers that are
threatening, the Congress has deputed
its president Swami Bhawani Dayal to
India to explain the situation to the
people of India and to educate public
opinion there, He has sailed a few
hours ago notwithstanding his failing
health in answer to the call of duty.
“Resolutions will be submitted to you
which will convey your feelings in
measured and dignified language. Iam
sure that they will receive your unani-
mous support. Let us fervently hope
that our protests will receive the con-
sideration they deserve so that we may
be saved from degradation and ruin.”
Resolution
The following resolution was then
passed unanimously : — -
“This mass meeting of Indians held
under the auspices of the Natal -Indian
Congress expresses its deepest concern
at the report that the Minister of the
Interior has under consideration the

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE.
H
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introduction of a scheme of segrega-
tion for the whole of the Union"by tl_le
imposing of servitudes in title deeds in
respect of occupation and ownership of
sesidential properties by Indians, and

by demarcation of areas by local autho- -

rities for trade. ,

“This meeting declares that the
scheme is in direct violation of the
Capetown Agreement both in letter and
in spirit and is therefore whoily un-

- acceptable, The Indian community has

resolutely and consistently opposed
segregation and resolves to continue to
doso on the grounds that it is dero-
gatory to its mnational sentiment, an
insult to its racial pride, and it will
ultimately reduce the Tndian communify
to a state of helotry.

“This meeting appeals to the. Prime
Minister and the Minister of the Interior
not to proceed with the proposed mea-
sure which would be an unjust impo-
sition on a voteless section of the com-

" munity and which would invariably and

for all time prove a source of friction
between the Indian and European com-
munities. , . o

“This meeting instructs the Natal
Indian Congress as sepresenting .the

Indian community of Natal to take such
action as it may deem necessary im-

mediately the provisions of the pro-
posed measure have become known, to
protect the interests of the community.”

~

Transvaal Indian, gongrqss"
A mass meeting of Indians under the
avspices'of the Transvaal Indjan.Con-

gress was held in Johnnoesburg on -

Wednesday night when aver a thousand .
people were present. . A resolution on

the same lines as passed by the Natal
Indian Congress was moved and an
.araendment was moved by Dr, ¥. M.
Dadoo which was passed by an over-
whelming majority. - The amendment

! reads as follows:—

“This mass meeting of Indians held
under the auspices of the Transvaal
Indian Congress expresses its deepest

‘concern at the report that the Minister

of the Interior has under consideration

~ the introduction of a scheme of segre-

gation for the whole of the Union ‘by

the imposing of servitude in title deeds
- ‘in Tespect of occupation and ownership

of residential properties by- Indians -

- and by demarkation of areas by lacal

LR .

authorities for trade .
“That this mass meeting registers an
emphatic protest against the proposed
segregation legislation approved by the
Union Cabinet and desires to oppose

- by every possible means any such at

tempt to effect segregation of Indians
and Coloureds “in. South Africa and
further resolves to elect a Council of
action of tewenty-five members to
devise ways and means of start;’ﬁg.a
Passive Resissance campaign '
“This mass meeting also further re-
Solves on the urgent necessity of co-

" operating “with all other sections of

the non.European communities and for
the carrying on' of an inteasive pro-
-paganda campaign to explain the dis.

‘criminative policy of the Government.s o

INDIAN SOCIAL $ERVICE. COMMITTEE

SIB,—-I am afraid you have besn mis-
directed in your remarks in your
issue of February 24 wherein you siated
that the Indian Ohild Welfare Society
was the only institation—the creation of
- the Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri when he
wag the first Agent-General for India in
Sonth Africa—which is doidg practical
humanitarian work, -
You have forgotten for the -moment
“that the Indian Social Service Committee
both in Durban and Clairwood, founded
by the Rt. Hon. Mr. Sastri, has justified
ita existence in the community aa & wel-
fare institution. ‘
In Dorban, Mr, V. Lawrence, the
President, and other officialg have done
yooman services, sinco itg inoeption, in
the way of giving free medical attention
-and food relief to the poorer sections of
our commupity.

We have its branch in Clairwood
smidst 8 population of over 17,000 souls,
Among its members Meesrs, R. P, Das,
N. P. Naidoo and B, Ramohander have

To TEE EDITOR " INDIAN OPINIGN”
identified themsslves among the poor.

The numbsr of cases attended for free .

medical rolief ete., can be got from the

reports of the Committee gubmitted at
its annual meetings, Recently the branch

opened its doors still wider, in the way
of giving food relief to destitute cages,

The Tudian Social Bervice Committee, - - _
- for drawing our attention to the uaeful

in ite efforts to_reliove the poor afid

- destitute, receive ‘rio financia] - support

from the Government, the Provineial
anthorities or even tke Commanity Chest
for that matter. It solely relies on fands

~ accrned from entertainments o dramas

staged by some sympathetia institutions

or individqala. These are carried omt

when fands are low.

In doing its duty towards the OOI—I.lmtI-' .
nity the Clairwood branch has a mem?’
. bership of approximately 30, embracing -

all shades of opicion, political or other-

wise, and truly carrying ont the wishes -

of its founder, ' :

S 2 " , .
~ I trust the above are sufficient 5 en- _
lighten and edueate the publio ‘with et
another inetitation that has done and i

still doing its regular welfare work,,

Rl

Yours ete., 8, QoPAL. ‘
[We are grateful to the above writer

work done by the Social Service Com-
mittee, We wish both the institations
every enccess and only hope that they
will carry on the good work without
mixing ap in politics nopr baving any-
thing to do with onr politica] organisa-
tiona which are too “anxions_to exploit
them. to serve their own evil enda .of

_trying to ontdo one another.—Eg, L0.)

Everything appearing in this issue of a poli.
tical pature has been written ang edited by

. Manilal M. .Gandhi to express the views of

INpIaN Ormingon, .

.
* T



' Indian Question In The
- Assembly. e

N February 13, Mr. Satyamurti in

\ the Central Legislative Assembly
asked if it wasa fact that the Capetown
Agkeement récognised the justice of the

- Indian claim for full citizenship when
Indians satisfied the Government. that

their standard of life etc, accorded with
those of the European, white and if so
had the agreement been implemented.

. Sir Gujashanker replied in the negative, .-

INDIAN OPINION"

India Lett
. - . _ [Fnou OUR BPECIAL CORRESPONDENT) - )
T "7 16th Febrﬁary 1939. -

- Different interpretations are put to
the above statement. But it is agreed
that Mr. Bose will oot take any pre-
cipitate action and that the question
of Indian States is engaging the atten-

“tion of Mahatma Gandbi and it is
: expected that this- will loom large on

the horizon at Tripuri eclipsing any
tendency for manifestation of differ-

_ ences such as followed Mr, Bose's re-

election. .

-

Trouble In Indisn States _
“The position in Rajkot and Jaipur
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servants and all other facilities. Mrs.
Gandhi was brought to Rajkot on Feb-
ruary 34, enabling her to ring up

- Mahatma Gandhi to inform him of
. the condition of her health.

After
wards she was taken back under police

" guard, ’

The Jaipur administration having
failed to defeat Seth Jamal Bajaj's
resolve to be in Jaipur territory either
asa free man or as a prisoner, have
now interned him. They have arrested
all the prominent members of the Praja

 Mandal and put them in detention

' 7 Mr.Satyamurti further enquired. as to
. whether Indians in the Union paid the
. " Union: and Provincial .taxes on the . -.
, - same basis as Europeans but got very ' ;ﬁ;ﬁ?u{':f“? ::d ! _veryﬁ f“ig
- Hittle in' return. irl the shape of public - & ‘pr o:sllr' ;‘)‘ B ;'pf:lmu' ; te:‘;or .
.gervices. -~ Sir Girjashanker said that Local S;.l -'G' - 1S t?’c 1ats Pr
. TIndjans paid taxes on the same basis - ocal Self Government, entral Fro-
- " as . Europeans. - The "Govérnment of - vinces and B_erar, addressing & crowded
" Indig were aware of complaints that _public meeting held at Chindwara (C.P.)
g kegards public aménities Tndians in ; - on February 14 He further stated that
it Afotem - VA a:'_'-as'sodn‘astheygotasignal_from
: IS:;:-I;‘A&xm d'_d_ not. Se.‘_;.aB, adequa.te. Wardha the Congress Ministers through-
B o R . . out India would resign and lead batches

_ has well nigh created a first class poli-
, tical erisis and I would not be surprised

camp.

Bombay’s Goveranment’s Budget

_The budget which the Hon'ble Mr. A.
B. Latthe, Finance Minister of the
Bombay Government, presented to the
Legislative Assembly on February 14, -
is characterised as “Revolutionary” and
“Bombshell” by the non.Congress sec~
‘tion of the population. The city of
Bombay and suburbs are to be declared
& prohibition area from August 1 next,

T -

* - The Cangress And Mr. Bose -
. 1t is_definitely known  now ‘that
‘twelve members of the existing Con-
gress Working Committee have express-

yoe

-of volunteers to the neighbouring States.
It will be only then that the Viceroy
will realise the significance of Mahatma
Gandbi’s request for interference.

- #Misgovernment in the Eastern States

thereby, involving Government in a loss
of Rs. 120 of excise revenue per
year. The Ahmedabad “dry area” will
be converted into a total prohibition

"area., Only Europeans will get liquor

~ ed ‘their inability to work ‘with-Mr,. . . . 387 _
- Subash. Chandra -Bose, the new Presi- (Orissa) is & fact,” states the Stdtesman
- dent. of the All India ._.Naﬁong]‘, -Con- '_"Of Calcuttar‘ _ “The miserable pretence

- gress.. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu is one-of the - of the Talcher Durbar that the refugees
"~ threé members of the present Congress in Orissa’ are not refugees. and the
Working Committeé who™ will have no: suggestion. that the Stalesman’s photo-

‘ * pbjection-in serving under Mr, ‘Bose’s . graphs are fakes are themselves an in-
. Jeadership, .The' opinion' of Pandit di_catipn of 3 good deal of disingesuous-

‘ ,.]awq)}'a,ﬂal Nehru is;not yét known,  DESS. Reforms have to “come a'.nd very -
_ “The  personal - opinion 'of Mahatma quickly, Séveral of the Rajas have
% ' Gandhj .is believed to, be that the _realised_ this and are introducing ap-
' ‘extreme left wing. of the Congress - propriate measures of Reform. . No
. -'should be given a fre¢ handyto follow ° “ireaties ‘are _,_ete‘rnal_, for change is 2

7~ their‘own programme.: .= . A condition of existence and the terms

% . After having a talk with Mahatma  ~of every trealy should be revised at

" Gandhi..on. February ‘15 at” Shegaon, = intervals. . Certainly there is no justi.
-+ My, Subash: Chandra Bose issued the  fication for leaving the powers of life
- following statement to the Pregs:~—" -~ _ and death in the uncontrolled hands

permits. All these prohibition measures
will decrease the local Government's
excise revenue to the extent of Rs. 155
lakhs. The cities of Bombay and
Ahmedabad, it is proposed, will be
- levied with a property tax at the rate
of ten- per cent, of the ratable value;
this will secure Rs. 108 lakhs in Bom-
bay and suburbs and 19 laks in' Ahme-
_dabad, Items such as sales tax on
petrol, on mill-made cetton cloth and
silk fabrics and on artificial silkyarn
and cloth, an enhanced electricity duty,
and 8 tax on crossword puzzles and
other newspaper competitions will
bring in about 189 lakhs of the Rs. 220
lakhs requized. The Government are
considering to tax forward business on

t-

© .., “Mahatma Gdndni received me with-
-his “characteristic - kindfess -and’ affec.. .

+' fidi.. T an atmosphere of extieme:”
- cordiality, we had a .discussion on the
" bucning problems. of the- day for- full
- three hours, - We did not arrive at a

final decision, but we-reached certain

7 tentative. .conclusions., It .would be
. . premature to give publicity to them.
" 1. would, therefore, request. the Press
. and the public to, exercise patience till -

* the meeting of the Working Committee
) -"*».‘-on-:‘a'znd instant. . Theé Working Com--
- mittee. will' ‘'meet. at- Wardha' and. ' hanger strikeas a protest against her .
.. Mahatma Gandhi has kindly postponed; ;| removal from Mrs, Gandhi has given
. his departure for Bardoliy so that he -
.. may be 'at Shegaon when *the Com-
" mitted ‘meets, lam

+ meat with Mahatmaji's gpproval.”

1'am isspicg this state-

CE

of mere zamindars, which ‘is all that
-some of the petty rulers of small poverty
stricken "‘States’ are™ concludes ‘the
-Stalesman:, : : -
~ ‘It'is understood that sensational dis-

closures of maladministration in Rajkot
" have been made by Sir Patric Cadell,
. ex-Dewan of the State inm_the course

of a lengthy report submitted to the
Government of India. Mr. Gibson, the
Resident of Kathiawar States bas been

- syddenly summoned by the Viceroy.

. Miss Maniben Patel who went on

up-thestrike as she is allowed to rejoin
Mrs. Gandhi, They are now lodged in
a State house at Trumba about three
miles from Rajkot, [hey are given

the Stock Exchange and the agricultural .
incomes {o make the loss good. :
The landlords have vigorously pro-

tested against the proposed property
" tax and the millowners are considering

the advisability of going to the Federal
Court :egirding the proposed duty on
mill-made cloth etc.” The big hotels
and-clubs will be hit hard by the pro-
hibition programme of the Government
and the small restaurants and toddy
shaps will close down. Thousands of

.men will be thrown out of employment. .

The Government Distillery at Surat alone
employs over a thousand hands. What-
ever may be the merits and demerits of
the Goverament's prohibition policy,
they should have made provision for the
poor people who have so far maintained

¥
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_ themselves on the liquor t{rade a{.ld in-
dustry, Itis stated that the Parsi com-

munity who control the liquor trade in -

the Bombay Presidency will sufler the
most. The Finance Minister struck a
high note when he said:—“Prohibition
is a revolution in the life of our people,

. anew force which will transform our

society into & morally much stronger
than we are to-day. Let us not look at

INDIAN OPINION

views, communal interests, class in-

. terests, linguistic or divisional igterests '
and what-not interests: Let us thiok,

therefore, of the removal of evils and
the bearing of new burdens as duties

towards the good of society asa whole.

The emancipation of the slave from-

the slavery, the rescue of the fallen

" woman from her prostituted life and

the protection of the drunkard from his

81

vidual cases is for the good of societv

" asa whole. And for this social good,
~ those who can have got to pay, not

necessarily for any individval return to
themselves but because their cabacity
to pay carries with it the obligation to

pay. I see nothing bat justice in ask- .

ing the landlords of Malabar.Hill to

pay for the good of the labour at Worli

oor Parel, for that good is more & social

than an individual good-for securing -
‘which taxation must be ‘paid by those
who have' the: {fortunate ;fa_culty_ fog

payment,” s

. ¥ M
T

it and its corollary of new taxation on
property, as a sectional interest or

concem,
“We bave had a surfeit of these narrow

" ot Sperting World .

Jubilee Tournament At
Mount Edgecombe

: 4th Annual Jubilee Tonrnament

for Mr. L. J. Case’s tropby, which-
was open to'sll Estates, was held at the
Sheilas Marshall Qapmbell Park, Monnt
Edgecombe, on Sunday, Febrnary 26.
The tounrnament was patronised by olubs
representing ell the Estates, There was
a large gathering of speotntors and an
enjoyable day’s game was witnessed by
all sports enthusiasts present.” In all, 15

drinks are not merely for their indivi-
dual benefit, o .

“The evils themselves are a pestilence
in society, . Their eradication in indi-

S

N

Soccer Player - Killed . Qutright " by four runs witd two wickets i band,”
Johann Schsj, a 32-year-old player, = Muslims, batting first, ocould. only make
was killed ontright during a soccer mateh 83 runs, while their opponents after a -
betweon two railway sporls olubs, at . very slow opening lost eight wickets for: |
Budapest, when he_ &ollided. head-on 79 when play ceased.. Stars had no diff. -
with another player. vlc:nlty in o;ercoming Aryana whom they
Ottomans In Fimals Of ... .- Peat by 61 rune. The winners soored -

’0 Panday's Sh?elail’ Of, ... .143,.0f which H. Akbar made'75, whije~ '

R the losers:reached 82.. Marigold hitup

Playing in the semi-final of the Natal 114 for the loss of seyen wickats sgainst

~ Pandsy’s Shield, Ottomans, of Durban, . Vernlam Temple's 56. The- leaders of

went to Ladysmith to meet their ngma-_' - - the log, Greyville, had to struggle againat

teams participated in the tonrnament, sakes of the Klip Biver‘Gripkel_i .U_n_i_gn,-. " Kismet whom they beat by30ropa in a -
which was played under the knock-out __ . : _ o low sooring match, -Greyville ‘were all

system,  After a good day’s eport, the - | ¢ out for 89,the batsmen to reach” double .

Rangers and the Natal Estates emerged 7| . Dgures being 8, L. Tman:lly (26), E, -~
.

finalists. The Natal Estates were vio: { A BHUI“HBHHI PESHI . Hoosen (26) 'and H. Singh- (18 not out),-- -
torlous In the final, by beating their op- ... HIS SPEEGHE§ . ' - { -Kismet could not cope with the bowling ‘. -
ononts by 3 goals to nil. 7The suocees of " L o of Osmsn Buckas and A. Naseer, . why ~
the dsy’s sporta was due to Mr.and Mrs. _(  Published in ‘book form. :Of |. - olaimed five for 35and four for 11 reg. .-
Urbso Campbell, Mr, L. J. Case, Mr. { particular interest. to students of |  Pectively, to get their opponents ont for .
Dove and the Natal Estates’ Sports Body. | Politics, ‘Law, Economics and,§ 5%~ - 5. . .3~ v e o
The prizes were distributed to the win-  { Commerce. . e . ¢ .+ sCricket Fixtores -~ ...v .. ~
ners by Mrs. Urban Campbell. The ) . - or e o] 7 The Durban and District Tadian -Crls.’
Natal Estates, Rangers, Red Rovers, Blue | "The" Book Voopt.siuns-; the great { po -Uﬁion:a;:ﬁ'::lagrt;!ﬁ:’n“gﬂq?’-' .
Stars and Temples football clabs wers Ieaagrg' lectures ‘on these and - ' ] & Lup,
other sque'cts of national 'in!:erest:

.

. for the, week-énd are as follows:—Sun. -
each presented with a football by the - day: .Stars ve. Mnalim:iM:il:.:v‘l';‘“E;; A

Eswmte Indian Sports Body for good | L= “Templ e Mo .
conduct and aporting hehavour one and ) L Price: 8s... . ; '-K,'mmp;,; Sg.ar =, N‘-,' l'f Marlgold ve...
H - . . o . - L4 o.‘ “y GI"OIVIHO -“l' sa.m colaf

off the field, - . 1 Please wrile io: . - . -:ﬁsgg No. g. Slilll;day: Stara ve. Marigold, * -

. o . : . '—' - e r TR - ains;. - VA, - N PR

Northern Districts Tndian Football “INDIAN OPINION” - }. Ottoman v?Zho?,l.T’ﬁo;“E:“‘z',,ﬁt L0

- - Bharst, No. 8, ' . Lo e

.~ ... Tommy Farfs Fights:® -, -
.- Tommy Farr has fought five times {n

, A:_nerwa and loat ezoh time on points.

Hio first was against Joe Louis, whose

surname is prononnced Lewis, He then

met in order Jim Braddoek, Max Baer: .- -

.1ou Nova and Clarence Burman, The . °

. Btrange fact aboat Farr i that the more.

- he gets defeated the more popular he .
becomeg.. . He i8 one of the richest. heavy.
weights in' the world to-day, and hia
wealth has come from. his succession’' of -

Association "~ . - a

At the annual meeting of the Northern
Digtrict Indian Football Assooclation,

held at Newcastle, the following officials
wore eleoted:—President: Mr, Ramla}-
singh; vioe.presidents: Megera. D, Pachat,
O Gopaul, R. Logavathan, @, G. Chetty,

Phoenix, Natal,

NIy — o

on Sanday last, They won on the single
* .innings,  The homesters were gent in _
to bat first and aguinst steady bowling
g::dthnot make headway with the result
4 ey were all out for .75 rung.. «The
fl?;i ;:;o P'::?rye'tar 1; :{amy r:rn-dMAr. g- . visiting side batted freely to get the use-
X Naid'oo Magistiats's OmﬁloeuNa.w ﬂ " ful goore of 216 runs, R. Haffajee scoring
e .secretary- A D' Boodm: . 6l. The home team lost four wickets
aaditor. Mo D I"a‘tcha-y- ;l dleaat u; - -for 40 runs in the second innings, Otto.
auditor: M Foq;tban 3 6:.8;[“ mans will now have to' mest. Royals, of defeats, . = -
e andcomn. enoe: m ~ Maritzburg, in the final, gt Currie’s - _ ',' . —oOo : “.
nominee; Mr. R, Pachai; ssleotion oom.. Fountain, Darban. - - " 7 -Indian -Eisteddfod - .
mittee: Messre. 0. Gopaul, N, 0, Naidoo * The competition for Asmal’s Cup Waﬂ - ' :
advanced & farther stage after the loss of

G.G. Chetty. It wae decided to affiliate °d & , .

with the Natal Indian Football Aesocia. two playing days through rain, Greyville, of Muelc and Art, Mr, P."R. Singh, that

tion. Mr. M. P. Chatty promised to Sbfr, Muelim and Marigold claiming - late entries Jin. connection with Indfan -

donate & L ague trophy in points,. The most exciting matoh for = ‘Licreddfod slose on March 11, and the
e m 1 ¥ 10 memory of  the atternoon was the meeting of Mns- :;::::rclosa“c;ndﬁgrﬁh_;ls,;with‘ the hon, - -
) limg and Sparks, .‘the latter just failing . ~ Street, gﬁrbai::, .?dge{_ —,_691- Beatrige.

Coytl

¢ "It is aunonced by the hoﬁ."iéoro ary of -_"'.
-the Indian Soolety for the. Advan::geg' D
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REPRESSION IN INDIAN. STATES

THERE is a strong agitation for
responsible government in- the
Indian States. The following statement
issued by the Limbdi Praja Mandal
(the people’s society of a small state in
Kathiawar) will give an idea as to how
the people are terrorised by the rulers:

The Limbdi Diwan has stated that
exaggerated reports about dacoities in
Limbdi have appeared in the Press, He
dare not give correct facts under the
excuse that the matter is sub judice.
There is nothing sub judice. Here are a
few facts about the dacoity at Pansina
which the Diwan may challenge, if he
thinks fit. -

February § was celebrited as Rajkot
Day at Pansina, and there was a meet-

ing which dispersed at about 10 p.m.

About 17 p.m. people heard firing all
round in the village and outside. Then

one by one, the houses of Praja Mandal -

workers or sympathisers were raided.’

Batches Of Twenty
About 8¢ persons appear to have

come. They divided themselves into.

two batches of about .20 persons -each,

.- '

the rest remaining outside the village
surrounding it. T :

They had come armed with all kinds
of weapons such as guns, swords, knives,
iron rods, greén bamboo sticks ete. and
had brought motors.

-They were dressed to disguise. and -

carried torches and lanterns, - The da-

coits first locked the Praja Mandal Office -

_from outside to prevent the volunteers
from coming out and thea proceeded. -
- One party attacked Chunilal Dharsey.
The man is insane since 5 or 6 years
and is very poor. His mud house is
fallen. He and his wife live' jn the
verandah. - Hiscrime was that his :son
Bhuralal was a Praja Mandal volunteen

The dacoits broke open the onter door-

and about-20 persons entered. They
first asked for Bhuralal. He was sleep-
ing at the Praja Mandal Office. They
then belaboured Chunilal and his wife.

_The mad man shrieked  and prayed for .

.mercy.” His wife’'s earnings were re-
moved, Everything in their house was
‘broken .and . destroyed.- Chunilal and
his wife have left. Pausina.

' Gunmen Face Him

" Next came the turn of Nathalal Pur.

shotam, another Praja Mandal worker,
His aged parents were sleeping in the

outer verandah with his- daughter aged .

14. (His wife was sleeping in the -rcom
having delivered about 20 days ago. He
was. sleeping in the outer verandah.
The iron railings of this verandah were
broken. Nathalal attempted to fly by
the ‘outer: doorr He met four or five
persons facing him with guns. He
came back, He was soundly belaboured
with sticks. With great-difficulty he
carried: his. wife to a neighbour. His
father aged 64 and ill was assaulted

and seriously injured. He was wounded

.on the head and bled. Nathalal's
daughter aged 14 was attacked, and all
ornaments on her persons removed. She
has been so terribly frightened that she
is weeping all the while, His two
houses were broken open. All boxes,
large and small were broken and the
dacoits earried away ornaments and
cash worth about 8 to 1o thousand.
Nathalal and his family have left Pan-
sina, .

Then came the tum of Sukhlal Jasraj.
Hison Kantilal wasalso a Praja Mandal
volunteer. The outer door. was first

" broken and about 15 persons eatered.
They first asked for Kantilal, He was
sleeping at the Praja Mandal office.
Then Sukblal and his wife and his
daughter were attacked and injured.
His houses were broken open and many
things destroyed. The dacoits carried
away booty worth about Rs, 3,000.

Another party appears to have gone
the other way. They first went to Nagar-
das Chhaganlal., His outer door was
broken open. He and. his. wife closed
the doors of the house. The dacoits
began to break the doors with axes and
iron rods. Some time thereafter, Nagar-
das himself opened the house. He was
attacked and seriously injured. e was
robbed., Many things were broken. The
dacoits then again attacked Nagardas

. to show his valuables, They threatened
to kill his children sleeping in the house.
They threatened to attack his wife .

Praja Mandal Chief Belaboured

_ Then came the turn of Kalidas Dhan-
ji, president of the Praja Mandal, wha
lives next to Kalidas. Thereis a wali
in between them. The dacoifs went
over the wall. Kalidas lives alone. He
attempted to fly by the outer door. Ha
opened it and was immediately attacked
and severely belaboured by 4 or 5 per.

- gons standing:outside. He became un. -

conscious. . He was thrown in a cot and
 his house was broken open. Everything
in it was destroyed and valuables
carried away. Three or four persons sat
. upon his chest and, attacked him with
knives and swords. He received serious
injuries. He had a sword thrust at the.

" . back about 3-4 inches deep and was in.

a.pool of blood. - He has been removed
to the hospital and has been operated.
Kalidas is aged about 35. .
Then came the turn of Chhotalal
Punjabhai, another prominent Praja
‘Mandal worker. His outer door was
broken open. One servant in the gang-
way was beaten. The iron railings of
. the verandah were then broken. Chbo-
talal and his wife were in one of the
rooms. The dacoits began breakinog it
with axes and iror rods. Some time
thereafter, Chhotalal himself opened the
room. He and his wife were dragged
_qut and severely beaten with green

bamboo sticks, The dacoits then broke
open boxes large and small in the house
and carried the valuables. A lantem
was thrown on his head, There was
serious injury. He was wounded on the
hand. The clock then struck 12.30. The
clock was immediately broken, His
wife was then attacked and the orna.
ments on her person removed. She had
silverware on her feet which could not
beremoved. They attempted to cut her
feet but then abandoned, They then
broke another room and destroyed o
great deal, Then they wanted to go
upstairs, The staircase door was locked,
It was fired upon and then broken.
Three more rooms were broken upstairs
and valuables carried away and many
other things destroyed. Chhotalal's wife
is in bed and removed to Ahmedabad.

Firing In Air

The dacoits also have broken open
five shops, one of them being a small
shop of Bhurala, son of Chunilal,

They appear to have left at about
1-30 a.m. All this while there was
continuous firing in the air al round.

Everyone who has been, attacked, in.
jured and robbed is either a worker or
a member of the Praja Mandal, The
dacoits met several other persons, They
were asked to go away. There .were
three marriage parties in the village
that night. Tbey were not even ap-
proached, * '

- Police Absent
There is a police party kept at Pan.
sina and there are a number of village
watchmen. Not one of them came out.
No State servant went to make any in-
quiries even in the morning. News was
received in Limbdi at about g a.m. next
day and immediately doctors were sent
and Kalidas who was in a precarious
condition was removed to Limbdi and
other injured were attended to. About
30 workers of the Praja Mandal.from
Limbdi went immediately and brought
to Limbdi all those who desired to
come away.
" Darbar Gopaldas came to Pansina on
February. He interviewed each one of
those who were attacked and wounded
and visited each place. At several
places the bamboo sticks, pick-axes and
iron rods were left by the dacoits. . They
have been brought to Limbdi. The
State is now said to be investigating.
. Similar is the tale in other villages.

- Another village Ralol, four miles away

from Pansina, was looted the same
night and only Praja Mandal workers
were attacked, injured and robbed.

' Intimidation

Criminsl intimidation angd threats of
personal injury and assassination @re
held out to all persons who work for or
are members or sympathisers of the
Praja Mandal. There are dacoits and
thefts galore in the villages. Hundreds
have fled and are flying. There1s abso-
lutely no safety of person or property.
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