Zndian @pinion

VoL VI

‘Pﬂmmx’, NATAL, SATURDAY,'SEPTEMBER

26TH, 1908 No. 39

EDITORAL NOTIOES.

P o

CoXTENTS.— The full list of Contents wil

de found on page 459. : -
CORRBSPONDENCE.—=Létlers and ofther com:
" munications should be wrilten on one
side of the paper only, Wihen articles of
W Correspondence ™ aré-signed with the
wriléF's name or intlials, or with a pseu-
donym, oF are marked © Co mamtinticaled,”’
the Editor must no! wnecessarily be held
in agreement with the views therein ex.
prca::ed. In such instantes, inseriion
only medns that the matter Ir point of
view is considered of sufficient inlerest
and imiportance 16 warrani publicalion.
Space being a consideration, correspond-
ents are requested io be bricf and o the
poind. Letters should be addressed:— The
Editor, * Didinn Opisiion,” Phenix,
Natal.

 gndtdn Opinion

1908,

SATURDAY; SEPTEMBER 26TH,

" Theotetical Equality

Tiie ‘T'ransvaal préss, and particularly
the $#a7, have amply discussed, dui-
ing the past week, the question of the
statis of educated Asiatics in connéc-
tion with thé Asiatic stfuggle. The
- Star has contended that, if the theory
of equality of treatment. of educated
immigrants, itrespective of race or
colour, be accepted, it would bé im-
possible to have a different practice—
in othef words, practice, in the opinion
of the Sfar, should always co-ordinate
* with theory. This is a principle that,
in ordinary affairs; is almost invariably
" broken. It is held to be meritorigus
" to lay dotwn, and work for, a perfect
- theory, - although ~practice . may fall
~very short of it. It is also beld to be
most ddngerous te work for or accept
2 false or imperfect theory becayse
through a weakness, or othier cauges,
we may not be able to act up to it
In theory, paralle! lines never mieet ;
n practice, it is impossible to draw
- any such lines—and, yet, wé cherish
- the theory. In theory, the king can
- do no wrong—it is very sound; we
like to think of our kings as beyond
eyrruption—in practice, no king has
- been found whe has never done any
wrong.  In theory, in England at
least, there is one law for rich and
_poor aliké ;- in ptactice, we find,
unfortunately, thas, somehow of dther,
the rich manage to have justice
_ demonstrated to them in a different
manner. No sane than has, however,
Sugdested that the lmpeérial Parlia-
ment should incorporate the practice
In 1ts legislation and recognise it.
+ . Coming nedrer home, in theory,  for

| actepted theory, but that they do not
expect the practice to accord with it. |

| evety year into the Transvaal. . Both

“certain offences, the penalty is the
same whether for thie native of the
soil or the Eutopean; in practice,
niany a native has suffered the ex-
treme perialty, and tarely has such a
case happened in cohnection with a
EBuropean, in spite of the commission
of the same oftence.

So that what British-Indidns in the
Transvaal ate fighting for is undoubts
edly theotetical equslity for Indiats
possessing educational qualifications.
This is also the theory accepted
throughout the British Dominions;
and it is the Transeaal which wishes
to establish a different principle.
What British Indians say, however,
is that, so far as they can help it
thiere shall be no departure from the

They aie prepared, therefore, to re-
concile  themselves to & differential
test being applied to Indian iinmi:
gtants, and perhaps no test, or %
slight test, being required in respect
of European immigrants: -
The-question “of half-a-dozen edu:
cated Indians being allowed to énter
under the test has cropped up, and
has giveh rise to some opposition
amotig Indians. The latter consider
that the rights of educated Indians
will not beé properly ptotected, if &
numerical Himit 1s accepted, Whilst,
off the oile hand, European Colonists
resent the general test as being too
wide inits Scope, Indians naturally
resent 4 limitation upod the hutnber
of educated Indians to be- introduced

equally misunderstand the position.
The battle is raging not round haif-a-
dozen Indians or thousands of- half-
educated Iridians, but round thel
guestion as to whether the theory
adverted to above is Lo be contihued
in the Tiansvaal, or whetber it is
to be departed lrom, In practice, in
order to dispel the imaginary objec-
tionis raised by European Colonists
to the introduction of thousands of
educated Indiahs, British Indian
leaders say, in fact, “we are so
-cettain of- our ground and our dora’
Jfides are so unquestionable, that we
would have no hesitation in assuting
you that, if the administration of the
Law, which is applicable to all, is
so reguldted as to admit. anly half-a-
dozen educated Indians into the
Colony per year, Indians will then in
honour be bound not to agitate for
the introduction of a larger number,
but, in the eye of the law, Europeans
as well as Indians will be treated
equally” Such limitation will put
Indians upon their honour, and will
mean, undoubtedly, a sacrifice by the
present generation on behalf of the
future. It would be futile to go fur-

named. To cariy t

ther, in the teeth of South Africat‘:‘

opposition, and it would hot behove
passive resisters to catry on 4 fruitiess

‘campaigns  They profess to fight {or

a prionciple. Let them have the ptin-
ciplé established, and the practical
carrying out. thereof will depend
largely upon the future conduct of
the Transvaal Indians thernselves.

This is not 4 cominercial questiom
So far as a few clerks may be required
by British Indian storekeepers in the
Transvaal; provision is made in the .
Asiatic Act. The. question that In-
dians are fighting for is one of remov-
ing the colour-bar, removing & natiorial -
insult, resisting statutory degradation:
It is worth fighting for, and, if British
Indians will have sofficient patiencs -
and self-control, they will gain theit
end. o

- . BT ST } mid

Tue NaTAL GovERNMENT “GAztrTR"
© for the 8thinst.; con-
-. Natal's taihs a Bill to amend
Litest Move. Act 18 of 189y, /e,
. the Deillers’ Licentes
Act. The genesis of the Bill is wld
in a lew sentences. One Lasatus was
charged under Act 18 of 18¢g7. Hea
was cofvicted. He appealed to the
Supreme Couit, and the Court uphald
the appeal. The result of this is that
certain cases will be taken oit of the

-deadly operdtion of Act 18 ot t3gy.

For that relief Indians wete beginhing
to be thdnklul, The Govetrimant
have now stepped in. They wish to
nullify the effect of the Suptema Court
decision by passlhE the Bill above
e doctiine to ity
logical extent, the Government, when-
ever they find a ruling of the Supteme
Couft contfary to their wish, have but
to ask the Legislature to uhdo such
ruling. Ih othet words, it theans
abolition of Courts of Justice, Justice
will then be administeied not by an
impartial tribunal, but 2 parody of it
will be perpetrated by a movable

Ministry which can b# worked upon

by prejudice and passion. It used to
be said of the late Ptesident Krugef
that he undid or ttied to undo the
work of his High Court by asking the
Volksraad t6 pass resolutions which
practically repealed its judgments if
they did not tally with the late Presi-
dent’s wishes. The Natal Mibistry evi-
dently wish toimitatethelate President.
Will the Imperial Government aliow
this self-governing Colony this tb
misgovern those who have fio voice of
vote in the vlection of the Legislators ?
This instance is 4 telling illustratich
of the maxim that in a populatly
governed country it is dangerous to
have a disfranchised class. Indiansin
Natal will have to clothe fhemselves
with a more potent vote in the shape
of passive resistance ; otherwise, their
doom is sealed.
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THe REGULATIONS, FRAMED BY THE
Government in con-
The Transvaal nection with the new’
asiatic Asiatic Act, are, like
Regulations the Act itself, a great
improvement on- the
old Regulations, but they still leave
much to be desired. They bear the
trace of having been framed without
the leaders of the Asiatic communities
" having been consulted. Seeing that
the struggle continues unabated, Asia
tics do not intead to avail themselves
-of the benefits of the Act, and the
question ol amending the regulations
is more or less academic.
ever, worth while to draw atténtion to
three glaring absurdities, one of which
is a breach of the rompromise. Ap-
plicants for registration are to- be
cailed upon to give at least their
thumb-impressions in adition to their
signatures. - The compromise--lays
down definitely that thumb-impres-
sions or digit impressions should be
waived in respect of those who can
give well-formed signatures, -  The
Asiatic communities cannot then now
sit under such a manifest breach of
the compromise, and allow the Regu-
lations to pass unchallenged. The
other Regulation is in connection
with lost certificates. The appligant
for a duplicate of his certificate has
to give the same panticulars of identi-
fication that were given on his original
application. It is commeon-ground
that the Asiatics, in order to ublige
the Government and to facilitate
seientific classification, gracefully and
" voluntarily gave finger-impréssions.
The Government are much mistaken
if they consider that those who have
lost their certificates will give their.
digit impressions, which can sérvé no
. purposes whatsoever. They cannot
be required lor classification or for
identification, A duplicate will not
be granted until the original is traced
inthe records, and until the identity
~of the applicant with the certificate
- is completely established, which can
be done by simply comparing thumb-
impressions, where these have been
given, or comparing the signatureand
physical particulars where a thumb-
impression has not been given. The
third. point arises in connection with
the curious regulation regarding the
furnishing of particulars of identifi-
cation “on_application for a trading
licence. -The Colonial Secretary re-
serves Lo himself the right in -each
case. to decide what particulars the
applicant is tv’' give. Such a system
means favouritism -and constant
irritation.  Astatics ask for no lavour.
They demand justice and recognition
ot’thi_‘eir&rights as men as a matter of
coursd.”” Whatever the' requirements
that the Colonial~Secretary may con-
template, they should, therefore, be
reduced to writing and form part of
the regulations, so that each Asiatic
knows what his position is. We are
sure that when a final settlement is
reached, if ever, these matters- can be
arljusted by consultation between the

It is, how--

tration and the Asiatic leaders. In
the meanwhile, Asiatics have only to
ignore the Act, the Regulations, and
the Asiatic Officers. © For them, these
do not exist. e

IT 1S RARELY THAT WE FIND OUR-
' selves in ' complete
agreement with the
~ Natal Adiertiser, but
the series of articles commenced by
our contemporary, in its issue dated
the 17th inst, commands our warm
congratulations and perfect accord
with the views expressed therein.
The series constitutes an attack on
the system of indentured immigration,
and it is based upon the Report of
the Protector of Indian Immigrants
for 1907, who has brought out one
serious defect of the system. The
Medical (fficers, who are, next to
the Protector, very largely responsible
for the well-being of indentured In-
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He has lulled the people of South
Africa into it sense of false security,
We sincerely hope that the Narri
Adyvertiser will make it 2 special mis-.
sion, now that it has commenced the

| battle against this criminal system, to

continue the struggle until the liber-
ation of<hese serfs is accomplished. .

ROM LADYSMITH
‘sends us'a long
reportin  Gujar-
ati regarding the
condition of Indians in the collieries
in that district. He sends us a sample
of rice supplied at a certain colliery.
We have had the sample examined by
experls who condemn it in no
measured’ terms. We must conless
that it does not appear to us to be at
all delectable. We have forwarded it
to thé Protector of Immigrants, and
await} the result of his investigation,
e have no doubt he will make.

A CORRUSPONDENT F

Indentured Indians,

dians, are commanded by the Immi-
gration Trust Board and are in its
pay. The Board consists of nine
members, seven of whom are. ele:cted
by employers of indentured Iodians,
and two of whom are nominated ‘,by
the Government, one of them .being
the. Protector himselt. ‘The nominated
members are themselves in a hopeless

“of this unsatisfactory state.”

minority, and even if. be intended to
do his duty thoroughly, the -Protector
is powerless to help. In his annual
repurts, he usually gives reports from
Medical Officers, This time, he has
deliberately omitted to ask for such.
reports, ‘“in view,” as he says,
Mr.
McLarty, anti-Indian though he be,
is humane enough to resent such
procedure. The Natal Advertiser,
in conrluding the urticle, says: “ We
do not hesitate to say that the Indian
immigration laws, il they do not re-
duce indentured labour to a form of
slavery, at least establish conditions
far more nearly approximating to
‘servile conditions than . do  those
which (the British Parliament and
pevple rejected in the case of the
Rand Chinese. They are inequitable
and disproportionate in their in-
cidence on employer and employed.
They convert actions on. the part of
the employed which are not eriminal
offences into criminal offences, They
pretend to establish safeguards for the
crployed which are not safeguards,
They are undoubtedly restrictive of
the liberty of the individual” This
_is a fairly severe indictment, and yet
it is well deserved. The late Sir
William Wilson Hunter calied the
indenture system a state perilqusly
near 1o -slavery. This is a question
which should be considered apart
trom prejudices and apart from the
general Indian question. The only
solution " lies - not in mending the
system, but in ending it. Mr. Moor
‘has Dbluficd South Africa into be-
lieving that he was really sincere
when he published his Bill to abolish
the system. "We now know that he

"Officers responsible for the adminis.

never meant to persevere with it.

-redress,.—Ed. 1.0O.

nise Im

complaint ourcorrespondent
to the overstepping of the
allowed for the work to

inquiry- by the Protector +and conse-
quent-relief can only be in the Adre<
oi a palliative- The real remedy lies
in arr entire abrogation of the system_
of indenture. If it were stopped it
would be a cure for more than one
evil. Most questions that engage the -
attention’ of South Alrican statesmen
flow from ' the pernicious system
whether it be applicable to Indians,
Chinese, Natives, or even the W};ites.,

‘ _Answers - :
-t0 Correspondents ..
T g i
"VERE. - Sapr.—Before publishing
your lettdr, we should be glad to
receive from you chapter and verse
for your various allegations, which
are - very .serious. You should give
names, .dates, and places, and support
your - statements, wherever possible, -
by affidavits. * Otherwise it is .almost
impussible to convince the -public . of
Lhe reality of the evil and so secure

—— it Pttt 4.

A WeLL WisHER oF DELAGOA Bay
InDIANs. . We cannot decipher your
name.- -Your letter in-any case -does.
not  tequire  publicity.  You who
know' wmiore should gradually and
patiently “enlighten others. * -Yeur
complaint resolves itself into-the edy
cation question.—Ed. 1.0.

Lack. oF ImpErIaL Dutv. Lon-
don, September g. Lord Ampthill ina
letter to T%e ZTimes, dwells on' the
grievances of British Indians in the
Transvaal; and says nothing is more
condycive to the belief that the
Transvaal is unfit for self-government,
than its persistent neglect to recog-
perial duly as a necessity.—

Reuter,
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.. “Natal Parliament

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

September 17th, 1908,

" Taxation Assessment Bill
The House went into Committee
on the Land and Income-tax Assess-

ment Bill. )

Mr. Warr moved the - following

* addition : .“ Land owned by a Euro-

pean shall not be deemed to be Lene- T
ficially vecupied .1the same isoccupied
solely. by natives or Indians, unless
such land is not suitable for Eurcpean
occupation.” .
The motion was lost. . ; .
_There was some discussion on the
clause stating that in the case of lands
owned by natives and Indians -allow-

g .

. ance should be made for any de-.
. ficiencies naturally 1o be expected in

the cultivalion or use made of the
land.” : .
- Mr. JoHNSTONE said the.ery in
the past had been that they. wanted
more white seitlers, and the present
Bill would encourage kafir-farming.
Mr. BrunNER puinted out that
the object ¢f the clause was to ensure
beneficial occupatiom. - If it was de-
sired ta prevent kafir farming, .special
legislation shoeuld be introduced.
N Sept. 22.

*“ A Public Scandal ™-

" Before the House went fn‘t’_g Com-

mittee un the Supply Bill, ,
Mr. McLarTy said he desired ‘to

 voice what he considered a. public-

scandal—the grievances against the
Indian Immigration Department, He
drow atluntion to letters which ap-
peared in the Press, complaining of

- the lack of supervision, the cdreless--
. ness witl which the lives of Indians

were treated, and the shocking  treat-
ment in hospital. Qwing to the care-
lessness in the selcction and examina-

_tion of Indians in India, a new dis-

ease had becn introduced into the
Culony. According to the reports of

- the Protectur of Indian Tmamigrants,:|

the death rate among the Indians had
increast-d enc rmously, and 1here was
evidrnce of pross neglect.  The med-
ical men were fettered to the Indian

* Imwigration Trust Board, and dare

not state the t u- position.. Year
a‘ter year it had been recommended
that these: medical men should be
placed in an independent position.
If *he G.vernment would be honest
in_the matter they would take -the

Jmnedical men away from the conirol

.of the Board. They should not be

allowed private practice, as they

- Could not scive the interests of both
- musters and servants.

He asked for
some assurance from the Prime Min-
13ter that 4here would be a remedy to
the existing state of affairs. .-

Sir Lirgr HurLktT said he was 2

" momber of the Indian Immigration

Tiust Bard, and would give a denial
tu the statements made. As a planter,
he declared that the letter which had

:miroduced into the - Colony.

_appeared in the Nafal Advestiser

[ was a tissue of lies, in spirit. He

bad employed this labour for 4o
years, ;md_ had taken a personal in-
terest 0 1t, and he knew that the
statements were false. The writer of
that letter was a medical officer who
had to resign his position because
the planters found fault with his ne;-
lect of duty. He knew the animus
which actuated the letter. -The In-
dian' Immigration Trust ‘Board had
as much regard for the protection
and comfort of these people .as the
Protector of Immigrants. It was .as
the result of investigations made by
the Board that fault had been found

'with medical officers of the Board.

He would prefer to see those officers
appointed by the Government, but
not to be under the control of the
Prutector, any- more than under the
contro! of the Board. If the Indians
were not fuirly and properly treated
by the employers, then they were all
concerned in having the thing put
right. The high death-rate was due
to the introduction of disease by one
ship. The Board stepped in immed-
iately, and said that no immigrants
were to be sent suffering irom disease.
The immigrants in question wete
brought at an unhealthy time 6f the
year, but now the death-rate was’ very
low, The higher death-rates which
had been recorded were due to epi-
‘detnics which could not be avoided.

“The Calony was being maligned by

those who were determined to put a
stop to Indian immigration. As a
whole, the Indians of Natal were well
treated. - He would not say. there’
were no wrongs, and any W%r ngs
which did exist should be set right.
Reverting to the letter in the. Adypes-
f1ser, -he declared thut the writer ol
the -letter, a fo.mer medical official,
had retused to .attend to immigrants |
when he was called upon. Perhaps-
he would go when it suited him,

Mr. PaLMER . considered that Mr.
McLarty had done a good service in
bringing the matter before the House.
He read a letter from an ex-medical
officer of the Board, who stated that
he resigned his position because he
was tired nf seeing abuses which it
was impossible. for him to  recnfy.
The -indentured system was, ' he con-
sidered, worse than slavery, and one
of the greatest objections o the sys-
tem was the disease which the coolies
He
{Mr. ‘Palmer) - "considered that the
matter called for urgent and immed-
ate inquiry.

Mr. KirkMan asked, if the condi-

-tion of things: was as stated;, what

could the Protector have been doing.
But the Protector in his last report
declred that, speaking gencrally, the
employers were well disposed to their
servants. It was not right for persons
to take every opportunity of viliifying
their tellow.Colonists. A Commis-
sion was to be appointed, and it was
nat a f.ir thing to prejudice the minds
ol the public. No men more wel-

‘camed the inquiry than the employers

of Indian immigrants., ~

- Mr. ScHoOFIELD supported the atti-
tude taken up by Sir Liege Hulett and
Mr. Kirkman, and he quoted from
the report of the Protector tu show
tl(li_at the Indians were not badly treat-
ed. ..
The CoLoxiAL SECRETARY moved
the suspension of the sitting until
2.30 o'clock. :

This was agreed to, and the sitting
was suspended. .

The Speaker resumed the chair at
2.30. o'clock.,
1 .On the motion to leave the chair,
- The CoLox1aL SECRETARY agreed
with the speaker, who had said that
nothing was to be gained by declama-
tion. There could be no doubt that
the administration of the Act was, ac-
-cording to the reports of the Protect-
arof Immigrants, just and fair. The
great question brought forward was
the death-rate. They knew that dur-
ing the past three years there had
been a severe epidemic of malaria in
the coast districts, .which had- taken
cff, not only Indians, but Europeans
and natives. They heard no com-
plaints in regard to the native .deaths
from. that cause, although the native
loss had been greater than the Indian
loss. As a result of the dissatisfac-
tion'of the Indian Medical Board
with the class of Indian seat to Af-
rica, an officer had been sent to India
to investigate, Since then, there had
been a matked improvement in the
health of Indian immigrants. He
referred to the difficult task the In-
dian medical officers had to perform.
Ti they did their duty strictly, it was
almost certain that ill-feeling would
be created between the officers and
certain employers, It was the inten-
tionof the Government to refer this
and other matters "that might be
raised to the Commission to be ap-
pointed soon after. Parliament was
prorogued. This Commission would
go into the whole question of Indian
immigeation. He did not think that
all the remarks made about the FPro.
tector of Immigrants had been called
for. _That official filled a difficult -
position, and had done everything to
avoid friction. . _

The question was then put, and
the Speaker left the chair.—Mercury.

-

TuE SuLtans AccessioN. The
Potchefstroom Mahomedan Commun-
‘ity Jorwarded a cable to His Majesty
the Sultan of Turkey congratulating
him on his  accession and on the in-
augucation of the Hedjaz Railway.

To Fruit Acents. The 'I‘rapsvaal

Depatment of Agricultre has issued
“a circular letter which states that large
consignments of Citrus fruits affected
with the rot fungus have been 1mport-
ed.into the Transvaal recently, and,
with a view to protecting the interests
of loeal fruit growers and shippers, it
is the intention of the Government to
order the destruction, or return to con-
signonee! all consignments found to

be affected to the extent of 17 or more.
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Meeting at Blantyre
Treatment of Indian in the Transvas!

[SeeciaL To INDIAN OPINION]

A meeting of Indians resident in
-Blantyre, Nyassaland, was beld on the
remises of Mr. Haji Nurmahomed
glasham on Wednesday, August 19th,
1908. There was a large attendance
of merchants and others, :
M. Ratanshaw Koyaji, B.AZ, LL.B.,
Solicitor, was elected to the Chair.
The dhairman, in the course of a
lengthy address, went over the whole
ground of the "l‘;ansvaal controversy,
and in conclusion, said — -
There js one thing about this
-_renewal of hostilities there which I
must mention to you, When they
first went to ggol, they did so for their
awp sake and for the honour of their
country, but they have buckled- up
their armour now purely for the hon-
our of their cpuntrymen and for the
good of others who are not now in
this country—in other words, purely
from patriotic motives. T
Gentlemen, at present white men in
almost all Cglonies are afflicted with
a degire to syeep out Indians irom
there. They cannot do so openly,
and so they resort to legislation whic
no self-respecting man would submit
tg. Southern ﬁhodesia has latel
copied the Transvaal Asiatic Regis-
tration  Act, though there was no
need for it, There are barely 500
Asiatics there, and still the -Lepis-

lative Council there has barred the-

door -against new Asiatic entrants.

Take Natal, it was bui]t purely on-

Indian labour, it owes its present
gogpgrity to that, and now trading
icences are refused to Asiatics on
very, very flimgy grounds. Everywhere
the cry i ** Away with Asiatics, away
with Indians, ” and Indjans also must
noy rise to the occasion. The Trans-
vag] Indians have led the way; and
Indians everywhere must copy them
and exert their utmost to have their
* rights as British subjects acknow-
ledged,  If they show as much
atriotism and seli-sacrifice as these
noble spns of India have shown in
the Transvaal, it requires no great
prophetic insight to say that the
_ vigtory will be theirs, :

The “fallowing is the text of the
Resclutions :— " .

“That this meeting most strongly
protests ngin_st the humiliating de-
gradation ympased upon Indians as a
class by the Transvaal and against
the subterfuges which General Smuts
has la‘eep_ resorting to, to break his
promise of repealing the Asiatic
R@gismtigtl Act” -

* That this meeting most sincerely
sympathises with the Transvaal In-
1ans in the struggle they are carrying
on for thegselves and for the honour
of their country, and wishes them
every success in this their second
battle with the Transvaal Government
as in the first, in the anti-Asiatic
wan¥

«That this meeting isof opinion that

“Messrs. M. K. Gandhi, Essop Ismail

Mia, Sorabji Shapurji, Imam A. K
Buwazeer and all those who have
gone to gaol for non-compliance with
the unjust and un-British piece of
legislation called the Asiatic Regis
tration Act have done incalculable
service to the people of India, and
especially so to those of them who

are. resident in British and Foreign |°

Colonies.”

« That the Chairman be instructed
to send a cablegram of sympathy and
also to forward copies of these reso-
lutions to M. K. Gandhi Esq., Secre-
tary to the British Indian Association,
with a request to circulate them
among the suffering martyrs in the
Transvaal,” -~

Life in Boksburg Gaol.
How an Indian was treated.

Serious Allegatidns.

Mr. A. M. Cachaura, Chairman of
the British Indian Asscciation, wrjtes
as follows :—

I beg to send you herewith, tar
publication, a communication ad- |’

dressed by me to the Director of
Prisons. " The British Indian Asso-
ciatiop has voluntarily undertaken tc

suffer, and to advjse British Indians to |

suffer; but I do not know whether
treatment such as is described in the
letter herewith enclosed squares with
the humabity of the Colonists. Wedo
not ask to be treated as favpured

prisoners, but we do ask that British [ -

Indian prisoners be treated with some
degree of humanity in this enlightened
country. o .
19th September; 1go8.
The Director of Prisons, '
Pretoria.
Sir,—My Association has received
a letter in Gujarati from a. British
Indian named Syed Ali, who has just
undergone imprisonment at Boksburg
I give below a free translation ot the
material portion of the letter, - It is
dated the rgth instant, and is written
from Springs :— S ’
“1l write Lhe following, God
between us, On-the 19th day of
- August, 1908, I was sentenced by
the Magistrate to pay a fine of 10}

or suffer imprisonment for seven |

days with hard labour, for trading
without a licence. I accepted gaol,
When 1 was admitted, a Kaffir

came to me and asked me to strip { - -

myself naked. I did so. I was then
made to walk, in that condition,
barefoot, some distance. I was then
kept, together witb Kafirs, in.cold
water, for twenty-five minutes. 1
was then taken out and taken to an
ofice. I was then given some
clothes to weat, but I did not get

any sapdals, 1, thurefore, gsked the

gaoler for some. At first, he said-
- ¢pnoY and then he gave me to
sanda]s. 1 asked for socks, and &s
used abusive language (untransiate-
able) I asked again, and he said
<« Lnogk here I will sjambok you.” 1
was then™ frightened and, had 1
spoken again, he wonpld certainly
have siruck me. . -
On the zoth Auvgust the work
* given to me was that of carrying and
emptying closet bucketsT I com-
plained to ‘the gaoler about this
work; and I received a kick and
" slaps, 1 still persisted in-iny com-
plaint, and told him that 1 would be
glad to break stones but would like
to be relieved from the wotk of
carrying and emptying these buckets.
1 was then kicked again. 1 became
helpless, and 1 had to carry those
buckets. ' o
On the z2nd August, Saturday, I
was again kept in cold water for
nearly half-an-hour. Itwasextremely
- cold.- T was shivering. God knows
how “cold it was. I then became’
feverish. My chest became bad.
On the 25th I was discharged. The
gaoler, on discharging, said * You
may come again if you wish to die”
- and I tetorted “All right, you may
kill me if you can.” 1 then returned
to Springs by the 11 o'clock train,
And ever since I have heen ill, and
I have been discharging blood from
the chest, and am under-medical
advice. . . . . 0 e e
-1 was -treated worse than Kaffir
prisoners.  Happily, I was the only

spared. All my book-debts have
“become bad, but I do not car:. I
" hope the community will be able to
%es{:n’e its self-respect.” .-

y Association does not know how
far the dbove statement is true, but, on
the fzce ol it, in my humble opinion,
it calls for -a thorough investigation,
which I have no doubt you will make.
In the meanwhile, I venture to intorm
the Government through you -that,
assuming the truth of the above state-

“ment, thé advice given by my Asso--

“ciation 15, despite all diffi--ulties, to
continue to suffer for what it believes
to be a principle, -

I may add that the correspondent,
as his name jmplies, is a direct de-
scendant of the Prophet, and I need -
hardly camment upon the tesentinent * .
that would be bitterly telt by Mabho-
medans, when they understand -that
such a person has been called upon to
gerform the dirtiest work at the Boksk -

urg gaol. - T
T have the honous to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

- A. M, CacHaLla,

. - - . Chairman,

. British Indian Association. '

INDIAN -‘WoMmeN's PeriTioN. The
Durban Indian Women's Association
have forwarded a petition; signed b¥
60 membies. to the Legislative Assem-

bly, praying for the repeal of the 43§
Ligange Act, iy : )

" Indian. I thank God that I was - -
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~ Views from Volksrust, '
=
- [SeeciaL 1o INDIAN OrinioN]

in the distance, beyond Charles-
town; lies the majestic bulk of Ma-

- juba—Majube, of historic memory;
“'‘Majuba, the scene of Britain's tem-
porary humiliation “and .of Boer
temporary ascendancy, 2 “.rankling
wound, saived only by the strong
ointment of war, twenty years delayed.
Majuba is 2 burial-place. then, the
tomb of .General Colley and of fratri-
cidal mania. Majuba, too, is '@ monu-
ment ol peace, an emblem of race-
anion and of national growth. And
" perhaps it is better to regard the

great mass thus, as it looms calmly |.

and reposefully, overlnoking three
Colonies. |

Bat there is another monument -
nearer at hand. - It lies due north of

Volksrust station, as the main line
runs. - To the east lies the straggling,
grave-strewn cemetery. Around rolls
the undulating veid, with here and
there a dip where a halt-dried spruit
" struggles thirstily along, neat paths
lead up to it, some of them ontlined
. by whitewashed stones and pieces of

rock. - It is a squat, onestoried
building of brick, stooe and iron. In

front and_to the right is a pleasant

garden, carefully tended. Insignilicant
. fo the eye it is move than significant
_ - to the mind, for it betokens. a thing
the like of which has never heretofore
broken in upon the imagination of
men in this sub-continent. On closer
exapaination, this unassuming building,
assumis a more formidalile aspect.
Its windows ar: stropgly barred, its
daors roll heavily on their hinges, and

we observe that the inhabitants wear:

5 distinctive uriform. We are louking
at Volkseust Gaol. .
+ And Volksrust Gaol is a monument

- of far greater significance than even

_ Majuba, for it indicates the freedom
of a subordinate people, the {reedom

- of all-the subordinate peoples. of the
_ Empire, did they but knaw it. It
stands for. *“passive resistance,” the
only valid argument” of the unenfran-
chised and the unrepresented, the
despised, the forlorn, the hopeless,
the belpless. Within Volksrust Gaol
lie the bogdies of some of. the most
.prominent, must important, wealthiest
.and proudest members of the Indian
community in Sauth Africa... They
have yoluntarily chosen suffgring that
5th-‘1_ principle for which they have sn
%greatly sacrificed might triumph. Their
bodies aré imprisoned, but their spirit
is free as the health-giving winds that
prevail in this part of the country
to-flay. Their spirit has inspired 1@
greater and more determined effors
their struggling brethren. -
Perhaps in the days to tome, the
people of South Africa, be they black,
white, or brown, will ‘learn to discri-
minate between the ideals for which
Majuba and Volksrust Gaol stand.
Majuba signifies the trinmph ol 2
political idua, the attainment . ef
political indegendence apd natiopsl

union. Volksrust Gaol stands for
something even more permanent than
this. It records the growth of self-
respect and the value of self-sacrifice.
It represents that tundamental ne-
cessity of all right -development—
independenre of character, without

which there can be no building-up of

a hatiom. -
: A. Curssel PiQuET.

A Preposterous Claim

Sic J. West-Ridgewaj's Letter.

U Rﬁud Daily Mail's” Commenlé.

Under the heading * An Asiatic
Compromise,” the Kand Daity Mail
of the 1gth instant; has the following
leading article :— )

The letter in which Sir J. West-
Ridgeway deprecates the holding of
an Imperial Conference on the Asiatic
question, is a very strong. argument in
favour of such a gathering, For de-
spite his experience in the East, Sir

- Joseph- shows that- he is not well

acquainted with the claims of the
Asiatics in the Transvaal. He says
that the demand of the Indian leaders
is for * unrestricted- immigration.”
Really wesympathise with Mr..Gandhi.
In every interview (and there have
been-many) and in every letter and

‘memorial (and they run into scores)

he keeps repeating again and again

"the statement that he does not ask for-

unrestricted imaigration. Fe agrees

.that immigration should be restricted.

He said so long ago; when the Asiatic

Law Amendment Act made its first

He has_been saying so
Probably he will continue

appearance.
ever since.

‘to say so. And yet after months and

months of cantraversy Sir West Ridge.
way, and others, calmly declare that

.the Indians rlaim “unrestricted immi-

gration,” and stigimatise the claim as
preposterpus. Of course it is. pre-
posterous, We feel sure Mr. Gandhi
would use the same term. But Sir

Joseph is fighting a shadow. No such.

claim has ever been made.

1Itis just as well to be fairn No
good can come of fathering upon the
indians a case they have never put
forward. What Mr. Gandhi says is
this: Resirict immigration by all
meabs, but do not allow the Statute
Book t6 say that a man is debarred
from crossing the border simply be-
cause he {s an Asiatic. He does not
mind if immisration is restricted to
one man a year for twenty years, 80
long as the principle is accepled that-
a‘highly educated Indian can enterthe
Transveal as a matter of right, and

“not 15 a matter of charity. Mr. Gandhi

has lived in South Africa long enough
te .know that if he claimed unre-
stricted immigration not one white
man in the sub-continent would bother
to listen to his arguments. It is
because he does not demand ub-
restricted immigration, buy is prepared
to fipe immigration down almott to
the Transvaal Covernment's peint

that anyone " listens to him at all:
Indeed, as we said yesterday, Mr.
Gandhi has watered his principle to
such an extent that it seems to us not
worth fighting for. He wants a system
under which a few—a very few—
Astatics would have the right of entry,
The exact number who would be able
to come in under a stringent edu-
cation test is uncertain, but in any
case it is so far removed from * un-
restricted immigration” that Sir West
Ridgeway's phrase cannot be regarded
as a fair statement of the case. The
Transvaal Government have brought
into operation a system which gives no
Asiatic the right of entry, although, of
course, temporary permits would be
issued in certain cases. _For practical

urposés the difference hetween Mr.

wmuts and Mr. Gandhi is absurdly
small, although we admit that theoreti-
cally the difference is as large as n
difference of principle always is. But
it is no question of an open door ’
being demanded. Sir Joseph would
bardly -say that Australia or New -
Zealand or the Cape permit-the un-

restricted immigration of - Asiatics.

Yet Mr. Gandhi would be contet

with the system in operation in those

Colonies. . :

The suggestion that an Imperial
Conference should be held on the
Asiatic question was first made in -
these columns two years ago, and has
on several occasions been supported
by the London Zimes. Qur owa
opinion is that the thorough- threshing
out of the whole guestion would have
a good effect. We donotimagine for
a moment that the Imperial authorities
would wish to dictate to the Colonial
Governments upon the question., Such
intbtference would be resented ip -
every self-governing State in the
Empire. But we believethata meeting
of this character would bring home to
the English public something of the
dificulties which have to be faced in
| the Colonies, and of the dangers which
Asiatic immigration involve to a white
community. That any very definite
resuit would follow an Imperial Con-
ference is improbable. The gathering
would be valuable mainly for its
educational influences, It would lead
to a better understanding, and it might
eventually produce a uniform system
of legislation on this question for the
whole Colonial Empire. No Govern- -
ment could pledge itself beforehand to’ -
accept the findings of such a con-
ference. The Astatic legislation of
the Transvaal must be drafted in
accordance with the wishes of the
people of the Transvaal ang not upon
the recommendations of a meeting in
London. Still indirectly we believe
that a discussion of the nature sug-
gested would give valuable results and
do something to settle a very serions
difficulty in several parts of the British
Empire.

Inpian MaiL. . For Bombay, pet
S8, Gouverneur, littil 3-jo pm.,
Tuesday, Qctober §th,
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- Indians at the Cape

Report of Select Committee
The report of the Select Committee
(consisting of Dr. Murray, Messrs.
Levey, Lundie, Alexander, Within-
shaw, Hellier, Powell, Louw, and
Greer) appointed by the House ol
Assembly to infuire into the working
of the Immigration Act -and the.
General Dealers’ Act, has been issued
The following 1s the text : =
1. Your committee have conducted
an inquiry into certain grievances set-
forth in Asiatic petitions to the House

of Assembly with regard to the in--

cidence and administration of the
General Dealers’ Act and the Immi-
gration Act.
not attempted any general examina-

tion of the working of these Acts,

which ig all the less necessary in the
case of the Immigration Act, bicause
an inquiry into the working of that
Act generally has been conducted
elsewhere. o

z. ‘The Indian wilnesses state that
British Indians are being wropged
owing to the local authorities refusing
all their applications (except in Cape
Town) for licences as general déalers
or hawkers, merely because they “are
Indians, and they assert strongly thal,
as British subjects of good character,

and ready to-comply with ‘the laws in

every- respect, they are entitled ‘to

enual treatment ; and it is held that
prices at which Indian storckeepers:
.sell are of great advantage to the

poor. The statement as to the entire
refusal of licences is contradicted in
part by the fact that the number. of
Indian licences is so great in’ the
Cape Peninsular that European shop-
- keepers declare they are Leing driven’
out of existence by Indian competi-
tion. Itis also shown that at Ma-
feking the number of Indian shop-
keepers has not diminished, except
for such diminution as is due, alike
with Indians and Europeans, to bad
times, The great number of Indians,
despite the Act, is, however, parfly to
be accounted for by the licences held
before the Act was passed (referred
to below), ’ ] ’
" 3. The evidence of the European
storekeepers who have given evidenre
on Indian competition is striking.
They declare that the Tndian repre-
sents a lower standard of civilisation
than their own ; that he lives moagrely;
is poorly housed ; pays his staff at a
rate at which Europeans could not
live ; and consequently compels Euro-
pean competiturs to close their doors.
It is impnssible 1o view the extinction
“of the European storekeeper withaut
the gravest fears for the future of the
Colony. Indians have, as a rule, no
domestic establishments to maintain,
50 they remit nearly all the moncy
they make to India. It is also in
evidence that Indian competition has
driven out nearly all Malay and -co'-
oured small shopkespers in Indian
storekeepers vicmity, It is, more-

Your committee have

over, alleged that as Indians do some-
how live, while their prices are scarcely
distinguishable from wholesale prices,
there must be sume sinister explana-
tion. Insolvencies are somewhat
heavier than amongst Evropeans;
many Indians keep no books, and in
some cases ({though no general allega-
tion on this head has been made)
resort is had to short weight. In
these respects -the existing law is
adequate il properly enforced.

4. The committee recognise the
bardship the Act inflicts on respect-
able Indians who were in business as
hawkers 'in .1906. The position of
hawkers of goud character and habits
domiciled in this colony belure 1906
deserves special consideration by the
local authorities charged with the
administration of the General Dealers’
Act ; but opne Indian witness admitted
that Indians in India were made ac-
quainted with the law here through
the medivm of Ixpian OpiNiON, so
that they well know what to expect,
and would come at their own risk.
Here, -however, it is important to note
‘the evidence of Mr. McNamara, of
the Woodstock Municipal Council,
from which it appears that Indians,
domiciled here before the passing of

-whi-h they have held licences pre-
viously, and place in charge of the'r

entrance since 19o6, and possibly
some still arriving. This difficulty
would be met by a more rigid enforce-
ment of the existing Act, especially
section three. In the opinion of
your committeer hawkers of standing
in-rural areas who were in business
before 1906 should be placed on the
same footing as general dealers nnder
the-Act. " _

5.. It appears “from the evi‘ience
that grievances as to urexplained
refusal of licences are not confined
to Indians. It would, in the opinion

whether Indian or” European, il in
-any future- legislation on the subject
it were provided that after refusal of
a licence then, upon the presentation
of a petition signed by a majority of
the registered voters of the ward or
wards of the municipality or division
in which the applicant proposes to
irade, the Municipal or Divisional
Council, as the case may be, shall be
compelled to grant the licence. It
would ‘tend to' prevent some of the
abuses of the Indisn trading if all
traders were compelled to keep bouks
in some European language.

6. With repard to the working of
the [mmigration Act, there is less to
be said. Some personal allégations
were made with regard to l(avouritism
in passing Indians, but they have
not been proved and, epeaking gen-

with the working ol the Art sinc
certain modifications have been made
i its administration.  Mr. Cousins,
the Clhuef Imvigration Officcr, abso-

lutely - denies the existence of any

the General Dualers’ Act may obtain-
any number of licences in the area in -

businesses men. who have obtained.

of the.committee, meet such cases,

erally, the Indians have been satisfied

favouritism in the treatment of agents.
With regard to the admission of In-
dian minors, the committee find thag
the Immigration Department bas great
difficulty 1n adriinistering the law as
it stands, acd it would facilitate the
work of the Department if certificates -
ol minority could be obtained from
the Indian authorities, coupled with
the evidence of identity to -prevent
personatipn. : ’

7. The committee have examined
Hing Woo, who pave evidence ‘on
behalf of the various Chinese Asso-
ciations of the Cape Colony, and -
recommend that the evidence be re-
ferred. to- the Government for con-
sideration. The committee further
recommend that the  Government
should, as far as possible, recognise
the varous Chinese Associations
throughout the Cape Colony in deal-
ing -with. any matiers affecting. the
Chinese residents. '

8. The committee have taken evi-
dence as to the grievances of - Indians
in East London, butias these arise
out of municipal regulations the
committee recognise 'the impractic-
ability of iaterfering with the authority
of the local municipality.

A minority report signed by Messrs. -
Lundie, Withinshaw, and Hellier dis-
sents from the last-clause of par. 4 of
the report, which reads as tollows :

" ¢ In the opinion of your committee,
hawkers of standing in' rural areas,
who were in business before 1906,
should be placed on the same footing
as general deaders under the Act.”—
Cape Tintes. )
The Immigration Department

In the Cape Legislative Council
on the.gth instant the FHon.. Dr.
PeTERSEN brought up the interim
report of the Select Committee on
Immigration. .

The Clerk read the -report, which

-was as follows: Your commniittee beg

to - report that they have continued
the jnquiry made during the session
of 1907 into the working of the Im-
migration Department, and havs taken
further evidence on the subject.
Owing, however, to 1the probable
termination of the session in a lew
days, they find that time will not
permit of their completing their in-
quiries. . They accordipgly recom-

mend that the inqui'y he held over -

until next session ol Parliament, and
that the proceedings and evidence be
not published until after 1 full investi-
gation has been made. Yuour com-,

‘mittee are, however, of the opiniorf

that certain allegations made by wit-
nesses with regard to abuses of the
Immigration Act. whereby, 1t is as- -
serted, many As'atics have been, and
are being, illegally admitted into the
Colony, descrve the imm-diate atten- -
tion of Government, I'hese witnesses
state that favouritism . exists in the
treatment of agents by Lhe Immigra-
tion Department.  [n urder-tu enable
your committee to obtain first-bund
information on this question, they
gave an assurance that no - witoess
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would be prosecuted as a result of
.any evidence given by him. There-
upon evidence was obtained from
Es’everal witnesses, some of whom
admitted tbat they themselves had
-come into the Colony illegally, whilst
others asserted that through the
instrumentality of an Indian agent, to
whom sums varying.from £'5 to £so
wete paid, they had secured the illegal
admission of iriends. 1t would appear
from this evidence that cértaip ignor-
ant immigrants were charged by a
certain person, or Ppersons, to an
extent that would seem to your com-
mittee 10 be culpable, and in this
connection documentary and prima
facte evidence have been ‘received.
Time, however, does not permit of
rebutting evidence being heard. Your
committee recommend thaf the evi-
dence taken in connection with these
allegations be submitted to the Hon-
.ourable the  Attorney-Generdl tor his
confidential perusal in order that he
may make further inquiry.

* The report was -set down for con-
sideration. at the next meetihg of the
Council.—Cape Ttmes. '

Mr. Gandhi and The Star’
Important Points Discussed

The following correspondence and
6ur contemporary’s comments thereon
may do something towards creating a
clearer understanding in regard to the
points of difterence that still exist, and
which prevent u settlement ol the
-Asiatic question in the Transvaal.
The Star, in a leading article, says i—
To those who are a little doubtful of
the wisdom with which Mr. Smuts bas
- handled the Asiatic problem, we com-
meng a perusal of the suminaty of a
leading article in this morning's Zimes,
_which appears in another column,
The Times, which can be trusted to
offer a judicial view on most large
Imperial questions, takes what is, to
our mind, a very sensible attitude on
“-the Asiatic controversy.
the weight of evidence is on'the side
of the Colonial Secretary and that the’
root of the present trouble lies in the
endeavour of Mr Gandhi and his
friends -to ,secure concessions which
were not contemplated by Mr. Smuts
whenbeentered into thecompact oflast
-January. = A brief interview with Mr.
Gandhi, which we publish in our news
column to-cay, should set at rest all
doubts as to" the ‘principles fot which

de is contending. The Asiatic leader.

willing to accept any educational
test, however severe, provided it is
-applied impartially to Europeans and
Asiatics. But he insists that those
admitted under the present or a’new
Immigration Restriction Act must-be
treated with sbsolufe < equality.” If
we make the educational test very
severe we run the risk of excluding
- many ‘Europeans whose setvices are
essential in the development of our

industries ; it we maintain the present -

standard and repeal the Asiatic Act

It finds that-

of 1907 we throw open the portals to-
countless Asiatics who have been or
are being educated in Natal and other
parts of the FEmpire., As the first
course is impracticable and the second
incompatible with our interests as a
European community, thers is no room
for compromise, especially having
regard to the fact that Mr.Gandhi
scouts all idea of discriminatory legis-
lation.

_ Mr. Gandhi's Reply

Sir,—You will perhaps allow me to
state that your persistent misrepre-
sentation of the Indian standpoint
appears now to be wilful rather than
unconscious. You state that I am
“willing to accept any education test, |
however severe, provided it is applied
impartially to Europeans and Asi-.
atics,” Thisis the exact reverse of
what I have stated all alopg. My
contention is that there should be a
general education test in law, but that,
in practice, it may be administered
not impartially bur differentially,
The law gives the Minister full dis-
cretion, to be used- by him as he
chooses. . If he does not possess the

.| discretion; Indians are- quite willing

that the discretion be given. This
statement I have made ‘before the

"-| public and to your representatives not

~once but very often.  Nor, as you have
stated in a previous leaderette, is there
any question of a subterluge. Ad-
ministrative inequality must always
exist so long as people who are not of
the same grade live under the same
flag. AllI claim is that the law should
be no respecter of persons especially
_with regard to educated Indians  You
cite the authority of The Times, but,

if you will pardon me saying so, Z%e |

Times merely trumpets what has heen
passed on to it by or on behalf of
General Smuts. The Trmes is not, |
at present, in possession of the full
facts of the case. :
A Few Facts

© I emphatically deny that a new
question is now being raised by my
countrymen, The following briefly
are the lacts:—Before the war, the
immigration of Indians was free.
After the conclusion ol peace, immi-
gration generally was regulated under
the Peace Preservation Ordinance,
under which new educated Asiatics
were zllowed "to enter the country.
The Astatic Act of 1907 simply pro-
vided for registration of those who
were entitled to reside in the couniry,
but, according to the admission made
by General Smuts, did not regulate
immigration.. The Immigrants’ Res-
triction Act replaced the Peace Pre-
servation Ordinance, and laid down a
general education test. The Asiatic
Act was then dishonestly, without even
mentioning it, brought in to defraud
Indians of their just rights, under sub-
section 4 of section 2z ; but, asIndians
have never accepted the Asiatic Act
and have always steadily, persistently,
and amid untold suffering, demanded
its repeal, how can they be charged
with having brought in a new point?

' to be used: by him as he chooses.

-are made to be enforeed.

It was General Smuts who, in com-
plete breach ol his promise when the
time came for him to repeal the Act,
offered repeal on- four conditions,
three of which he has, yielding to the
force of passive resistance, and finding
his adminjstration of the luw paralysed,
withdrawn, The fourth he does not
withdraw, and, until that is granted,

in the estimation of British Indians

ind other Asiatics, he must stand

guilty of the charge ot dishunesty.

" You and, I am sorry to say, the Pro-
gressive leaders, who profess to have
Imperial interests at heart, and who
proless to lead the party of progress,
are allied on the side of dishonesty,
May I draw a parallel ? With reference
to the Vereeniging Treaty, General
Bothu interpreted .the word “ native ”
to include Asiatics. Lord Milner and
Sir Richard Solomon repudiated it,
but they accepted the interpretation
‘that General Botha put upon it, and
Asiatics are to-day dcebarred from the
municipal franchise because of such
interpretation. General Botha, again,
said that his people were promised
immediate sell-government by Lord
Kitchener,  In" order that British
honour might remain unstained, in
ikiis instance also his understanding of
th& promise was accepted by the Jm-
perial Government. Is British honour
or Culenial honour to be measured
differently in connection with the re-.
peal of the Asiatic Act and British
Indians ?—1 am, etc.,
s M. K, GanDHI
Scptember 7. S
A Repudiation

The S7ar re'umns to the subject
and says :— )

“We emphatically repudiate the
‘charge that we have wilfully misrepres-
ented cither Mr. Gandhi or his com:
patriots. The Asiatic leader restates
his pasition in another column, - He
duenies that he desires the education
test under the Immigration Law to be
applied impartially to Europeans and
Asiatics.  * My contention,” he-says,
“js that there should be a general
edugation test in law, but that in
practice it may be administered not .
impartially but differentially. The
law gives the Minister full discretion,
If
he ‘@oes not possess the discretion,
Indians are quite willing that the dis-,
cretion be given.” Qur reply to the
foregoing is that ne regulation or Min-
istertal decree can override the express
terms of an Act of Parliament. Laws
1t the Gav-
ernment made the education tést
ridiculously severe in order to exclude
all Lut a handful of Asiatics and failed
to eiforce the provisions in the case,
say, of European artisans, it would be
lending itsell to a sprcies of dis-
honesty unworthy of statesmen.

A Solation Possible .
On the 18th inst. Mr, Gandhi
again writes to the Star :—
" Sir,+—1 am delighted that yon em-

phaticatlyrepudiate my suggestion that
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you may have wiltully misrepresented
me. Your repudiation fills me with
hope that I may yet convince you of
the justice of the Indian demand. I

" assume now that you would not mind

an open door for highly educated
Indians. If so, the question is not of
“whether” but of “ how ”.

You reject my solution to be “a

species of dishonesty unworthy of
statesmen.” And yet it has been re-
sorted to by statesmen all over the
world. 0iThe Peace Preservation Or-
dinance gave absolute discretion to
the Governor as to the issue of permits.”

White British subjects received them "

for the asking ; other Europeans with
little difficulty, but not with the same
facility ; British Indians after the
greatest difficulty. The Governor
went so far as to establish a separate
department for administering the same
Ordinance for Indians. This was un-
fair, but not dishonest, because it was
openly done.
discretion and he chose to use it in
this partial manner, as he said, in the
interests of the predominant race.
Indians would not have cavilled at the

diffierential administration, if the de-

partment at one time had not been

- tainted with corruption and always

most niggardly regarding the claims

. of fona fide refugees.

You-have charged General Smuts
with having used his discretion unfair-
ly as to filling the vacancies in the
Civil Service with Boers, but whether
it is statesmanlike or not will depend
upon results.

In Natal, the Immigration Officer

has & discretion as to the education.

test.” I will take my oath that Europ-
eans as a rule, are not even examined.
Indians, as a rule, are examined and
that, too, severely. A Mr. Abdulla
Brown, an Irishman, was subjected to
the test some years ago in Natal, be-
cause he wore the fez, whilst his other
white fellow-passengers were not
touched. Subsequently, the late Mr.

Escombe and Mr. Browne had a

hearty laugh overit. Mr. Browne feit
the ludicrous position, but did not
consider the examination to be dis-
honest.

The same thing is, to-day, done at
the Cape. -

The fact is that legal inequality
would be an insult to the race. Ad-
ministrative difference would be a
concession to prejudice, and Indian
acceptance of it would be a graceful
and, shall I say, statesmanlike recog:
nition of such prejudice, as also of the
fact that, it we want to live in this
country, we must submit to the pre
dominance of the European races,

In any case, if you agree that a hand-
ful of educated Asiatics may safely be
allowed to enter without molestation,
surely the combined wisdom of the
Government and the Progressive Party
cannot fail to find a solution that wiil
be acceptable to both Europeans ang
Indians, and end a situation which
cannot be viewed with unconcern by
any lover of the Empire, :

The Governor had the-

Natal Trading Licences .

Corporation’s Powers
A New Bill

In the Supreme Coust, recently
Mr. Cress brought in appeal a deci-

sion of the Newcastle Magistrate

against one Doozen Lazarus, who

was fined 10s., or five days’ imprison- |

ment, for carrying on a retail business-
without a licence, Mr. Watt appeared
for the respondent. .

In delivering judgment, Mr. Justice
Beaumont said that the chief ground
of appeal was that the appeliant had
been wrongly charged under- Section
9 of Act 18 of 1897, and that it was
not competent for the Corporation to
prosecute under that secfion, inasmuch
as they had not, in law, the power to
issue licences for retail dealers. He
thought they all agreed with the con-
tention put forward by Mr. Watt on
behalf of the Corporation, that when
Act 18 ol 1897 was passed it ‘was
contemplated that the term * retail
dealers’ should include retail shop-
keepers, and if they did not so regard
the term, then it was obvious that it
must lead to considerable -difficulty.
They had, however, before them a
decision ot the full Court in the case
ol Mura 9. Dyer, in January, 18¢8.
In his judgment, Sir Michael Gallwey,
the then Chief.Justice, said, * Law 18
of 1897 cannot be beld to supplant
Ordinance 3 of 1850, which is the
only law that gives power to"a Cor-
poration to issue licences.” In the
case, the circumstances were Similar,
inasmuch as the same charge had
been made against- the accused by
the Durban Muoicipality, -The Court
had held that the Corporation had no
power to issue a retail licence under
Ordinance 3 of 1850, and, that being
s0, he did not think they need con-
sider any of the other grounds of
appeal.
previous decision. He thought the
appeal must succeed. o

Mzr. Justice Broome and Mr. Justice
Kock both concurred, but expressed
regret that the previous decision
should be binding. The latter said
he thought the decision might have
been different had the case not been
heard so socn after the passing of the
1897 Act—Times of Natal,

The following Bill “to remove
doubts as to the meaning of Act No.
18, 1897 entitled *Act to amend the
law relating "to licences to wholesale
and retail dealers,” appears in the
Gazelte of the 8th instant :—

Be it enacted by the King's Most
Excellent Majesty, by and with the
advice and consent of the Legislative
Council and Legislative Assembly of
Natal, as follows :—

1. The provisions of Act No. 18,
1897; in Jregard to wholesale and
retail licences shall respectively apply
and be.deemed to have applied to all

They were bound by the |

licences of the nature of licences for
wholesale or retail business, including
shop licences, issued in municipal -
boroughs or in townships under Lawd -
No. 17, 188s, whether the same be
issued under Ordinance No. 3, 1850,
or under any other law or Act appli-
cable to boroughs or townships.

Ai Volkérust

Last Manday, Mr.. G. D. Mentz,
Public Prosecutor, informed Mr. A.

F. de Villiers, A.R.M,, Volksrust, =

that he was instructed to withdraw
the cases” against Messrs. H. M.
Gandhi and Mulji G. Patel. Mnr.
H. M. Gandhi, who was undefended,
was forthwith discharged. s

Mr. Mulji Patel, who was in Jo-
hannesburg, on bail, was represented
by Mr. Polak, who entered- an em-
phatic protest against this procedure
on the part of the Crown, His client
had been deported from the Colony
although a domiciled resident of the
Transvaal. He held a permit en-

-titling him to enter and reside in the

Colony. . What was the object in de-
porting him? He had -been taken
away from his home, to the border, .
and from there had had to pay his
train expenses back to Johannesburg.
The whole procedure had been unjust
and in the highest degree absurd.
He himself, his client, the Prosecutor,
and the Court were all placed in a
very awkward position- by the action
of the Government, and totally un-
necessary inconvenience and expense
had been incurred by his client.

The Magistrate accepted the with- 7
drawal of the Prosecutor.

During his brief incarceration at
Volkstust Gaol, whilst awaiting trial,
Mr. H. M. Gandhi shared the prison-
food with his fellow-prisoners, 'all - of
whom are in good general health,

Ovur JEwisH CoNTEMPORARY, We
have received the special * Rosh
Hashona” annuat of the S. 4. Jewish
Chromcle (Johannesburg),” and we
congratulate the Editor and publishers
on producing such an attractive as
well as instructive number. New
Year messages from prominent South
African “Jews, as also from Premiers_
and Ministers of the Crown, are inter-
spersed throughout the pages. Articles /
of a high moral tone are contributed =
by Dr. Landau, Rev. Bender, M. A,

J. P, and others. The number is a -
fine record of the social and commu-
nal progress of the so, ooo Jews who
have made their home in South Africa.
Special mention may be made of “ A
Resumé of the History of the Durban
Jewish Community” "which includes - .
a portralt of H. E. the Governor of
Natal (Sir Mathew Nathan) who is
the Hon. President of the Darban
Hebrew Congregation, '
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The foﬁgwiﬁg Act {No. 33 of 1908)
« Ty regulate the Closing Times of
Shops and Hairdressing Salooos in

Towns, Villages, and certain other |

places ” was assented to on the 2and
Aupgust last, and is published jn a
Gazetle Exiraordimary clatedI the z2nd
instant — . T -
Be it enacted by the King’s Most
Excellent Majesty by and with the
advice and gonsept of the Legisiative
Council and Legislative Assembly cf
The Transvaal as follows :— - .
}. This Act shall apply to all areas
" under the jurisdiction of any Municj-
pal Council, Village Council or Health
‘Committee how or hereafter estab-
lished for thé coatrol, management
and local govérnment of the same and’
to all places situate within a distance
of five miles from the boundary of any
such area. - J o
2. Section four of the Municipal
Amending Ordinance 1906 and sub-
_sections {a) and (r) of Article four of
Law No 28 of 1896 in so faras those
sub-sections relate to the selling on
Sundays of ‘medicines by apothecaries
and druggists and of meat and fish by

butchers and fishmongers shall be and’

are hereby repealed. -
. 3. In this Act unless inconsistent
* with the context: N
 guctioneer ¥ shall have the meaning
’ agsigned to such term in- the
Revenue Licenses Ordinance

- I1905; - L

% chemist” and “druggist” shall mean
- 'a person in possession of a re-
gistration ‘certificate entitling him

to practice as a .chemist and
druggist under. the Medical Den-

tagl and Pharmacy Ordingnce
1904, Or any amendment thereol ;
“closed” in relation to a shop, shall
meanclosed against the admission

of any person for the purpose of |-

buying er obtaining goods or
"merchandise ; )
“Governor ¥ shall mean the officer
for the time being administering
the government of this Colony
- acting by and with the advice
* apd consent of the Eszecutive
Council thereof; -~ .. = _
- - ¥hairdresser” or “hairdresser’s assis-
- tant” shall ‘mean a person who
. cprries on, or who assists in
carrying on  the business of
shaving, or cutting, or the dressing
of hair of human beings_for pay-
ment or glher valuable consider-
ation ; L )
© “hawker”™ shall have the meaning
agsigned to such term in the
Revenue Licenses Ordinance
e 1905 )
- * Heglih Committee” shall mean -a
; Committee constituted under and

Transvaal Shops-Closing Act.

The Full Text.

by virtue of the Epidemic Disease
and Hopspital Committees Ordi-
nance rgos or any amendment
~ thereof; -7 :
* Municipal Council” shall mean the
Council of a Municipality estab-
. lished under any law ;
“ open”, in relation to a shop, shall
mean open for admission to a
" person for the purpose of selling
- or supplying to him in such shop
any goods or merchandise ;

“pediar” shall have the wmeaning

assigned to such term in the
. Revenue Licenses Ordinance
T 1905 : :
 public holiday ¥ shall mean any day
prescribed as such by section #wo
.of the Public Holidays Ordinance
1903, or any day appointed as- &
public holiday under the pro-
visions of section fhree of the
said Ordinance ;

“shop” shall mean any building,

structure, room, market stall, tent,
booth. vehicle or any place what-

ever il -such building; structure,.

room, market stall, ‘tent, booth,
__vehicle or other place be used
for the sale therein, thereon, or
therefrom of merchandise or
. goods or as a hairdressing saloon,
but shall not include any pre-
mises licensed for the sale of
. intoxicating - liquors under the

provisions of the Liquor Licen-

sing Ordinance 190z, or any

. amendment thereof ; '
“shop. assistant” shall include. a
*  salesman and saleswoman, shop-
walker and any other person
engaged.in any shop in or about
the selling -or supplying to custo-
mers of merchandise or goods or
engaged in or about the pre-
paration of the same for sale or

_ supply in such shop ;

s shopkeeper ”, in relation to a shop,

shall mean its owner or the

representative for the time being
‘of such owner in. the busipess
carried on in the thop: -

4 tobacconist ” shall mean a person
who sells or carries on business
in tobacco, cigars, cigarettes,

" pipes and such goods as are by
the general custom of trade

_ usually sold in connection with
the business of a tobacconist,

4. No shop in which any business
(other than a business mentioned in
section sex or in the Schedule to this

_Act) is conducted within the Mubici-

palities of Pretoria, Johannesburg,
Boksburg, Germiston, Krugersdorp,
Roodepaont-Maraisburg, Springs, and
Benoni, and within a distance -of five
miles from the nearest boundary of

any ‘such municipality shall be per-
mitted to remain open ' ’
{a) later than seven o’clock in the
evening on Mondays, Tuesdays,
_ Thursdays and Fridays;
(4) later than one o'clock in the
alternoon on Wednesdays ;
(¢) later than nine o'clock in the
evening on Saturdays ; '
provided that shops in which whole-
sale trade is carried on_exclusively
shall be permitted to be epen on
Wednesdays till seven o'clock p.m. if
they are closed not later than one
a'clock p.m. en Saturdays. ‘
5. No shop in which any business
{other than a business mentioned in
section sex or'in the Schedule to this
Act) is conducted in any Municipality
or area under the junsdiction of awy
Village Council or Health Committee
(except the Municipalities gnd places
specified 1n section fowr) or within a
distance of five miles from the bound-
ary of any such Municipality or area
shall be permitted to remain apen
later than six o'clock jn the evening
on any day of the week except Satur-
day, op which day they shall be per-
mitted to remain open not igter than

seven o'clock in the gyening, wnless

Sgturday be set apart as the day on.
which a hali-holiday is to be observed
in any particular Municipality, And
all shops so sifuated 85 i thip section
mentioned shall observe one hall-
holiday in every wegk vpon which
they shall not be permitted to remain
open later than one o'clock in the
alternoon, such halfholiday to bhe
observed in each individual place as
shall be notified by the Governor in
the Gaszeife after consultation with the
Municipal Coupncil, Village Council

_or Health Committee and the Chami-

ber of Commerce or any other similar
association (if any) in the particular
town or village concerned, provided
that on such day the closing hours
prescribed for Wednesdays in the
Schedule to this Act shall apply ; and
provided further that in ail towns or
Villages where Wednesday is not
observed as a balf-holiday the closing
hours prescribed for Tuesdays in the
Schedule to this Act shail apply
Wednesdays.

6. The closing hours prescribed in
this Act shall not apply to restaurants,
tea-rooms (not being Asiatic tea-
rooms) baker's shops, confectioners
shops, raitway book-stalls, eating
houses {not being Kaffir eating-housas
or Asiatic eating-houses) nor to &ny
premises where no merehandise other
than fresh milk or flowers is sold ur
offered for sale,

7. No shop in which is camied on
any business mentioned in the first
column of the Schedule to this Aet
shall be permitted to remain open
later than the hours prescribed res-
pectively for the several daye in the
secord, third, fourth, fifth, sixth,
saventh, and eighth columns of the
said Schedule in respect of such busi-
ness: provided that in 3ny “shop
where the business ol a chemist or
druggist iz earried om, medical
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requirements may be supplied at any
hour on weekdays, Sundays and public
holidays upon special call.

8. No shop (other than .a shap
which by Law No. 28 of 1896 or any
amendment thereof may be open on
Sundays) shall be permitted to beopen
on a public holiday, and no shop
which by such Law or amendment
thereof may be open on a Sunday
shall be permitted to be open on-a
public holiday at any time other than
the hours prescribed for it by such.
Law or amendment thereoi ; provided
that all shops shall, notwithstanding
anything to the contrary m this Actor
the Schedule contained, be permitted
to be open on any day preceding a
public holiday {not being a Sunday)
up to but not later than the hours
prescribed for closing on Saturdays
for each particular class of trade.or
business, -

9. (1) Notwithstanding anythiniin

this Act or the Schedule contained it
shall be lawful to keep open any shop
not later than the hour prescribed in
respect of it.for Saturday as the closing
hour on any day between the twenty-
gecond and thirty-first days of Decem-
ber, both days inclusive, provided
any such day be nota pubhc holiday :
provided further tnat un the twenty-
tourth day of. December {not being a

- Sunday or public holiday) shops shall
be permitted to be vpen not later than
eleven o'clock in the evening,

(z) The sale of goods and mer-
chandise to any person who has lor
the purpose of rmaking a purchase
entered a shop on any day on which
it may be open, before the hour as in
this Act or the Schedule prescribed
as the latest hour fur keeping open
such shop on such day shall not be

. deemed to be a contravention of this
Act, provided such sale shall be com-
pleted witbin a reasonable time (not
exceeding hall-an-hour) after such
closing hour.

10. No auctioneer, pedlar, or haw-
ker shall be permitted to carry on his
trade or business on any public
holiday .or on any other day iater than
the hour prescribed as the .closing
hour in respect of the particular class
of trade or business in which such
auctioneer, pedlar, or hawker may be
enga%ed or be doing business, and the
provibions of this Act in regard Lo the
closing of shops shall mutatis mutand:s
apply to the closing of the business of
auctipneers, pedlars; and hawkers. .

il. After the general closing hours |

for shops prescribed in sections four
and five nu sale of goods or mer-
" chandise other than of food and drink
to bé-consumed on the premises shall
be permitted in ahy restaurant, tea-
roout; ‘Astatic tea-room, eating-house,
Kaffir eating-house, Asiatic - eating-
house, or {ruit shop. T
12 No shopkeeper or-hairdresser
in whose shop any mixed trade or
business is carried on, shall sell or
supply of permit to besold or supphed,
any particular class of goods or. mer-
chandise at any hours later than those

prescribed in - this Act for trade in
such goods or merchandise, notwith-
standing that such shop may lawiully
remain open at such later hours under

of goods or merchandise.

13. No shopkeeper shall employ
or keep at work any shop assistant for
more than fifty-four hours per week in
any shop, whether such employment
or work be under special contract or
for any special payment or nol.
§4. (1) Any person contravening
any of the provisions ol this Act shall
be liable on a first conviction to a fine
not exceeding fifteen pounds, or in
default of payment to imprisonment
with or without hard labour for a
period not exceeding one month, and
in the case of a second or subsequent
conviction te a fine not excéeding fifty
pounds, or in default of payment to
imprisonment with or without. hard
labour for a period not exceeding three
months.

{2z} In the event of any contra-
vention of the provisions of this Act
by a company, the managing director
or person having the management or
control of the shop in which the con-
travention was committed shall be

this Act for the sale of any other class |

for, and in the event of ady such
contravention by a partnership each
partner shall be liable to the penalties
provided therefor. i

{3) Everyshopkeeper or hairdresser
shalt be liable to the penalties pre.
scribed for a contravention of any of
the provisions of this Act committed
in his sHop or bairdressing saloon,
whether or not he was present and.
expressly. or impliedly permitted such

“contravenition, unless he shall prove

to the satisfaction of the Court that he
forbade the act or omission con-
stituting such contravention, and
every other person who at the time of
such contravention was actually in
charge of such shop shali be liable to
such penalties ; provided that both
the shopkeeper or hairdresser and
such other person shall not be sub-
jected to such penalties. ’

15. No prosecution for any con-
travention of any of the provisions
of this Act shall be instituted after the
lapse of .one month froin the time
when such contravention was com-
mitted. ‘

16. This Act may be cited for all

purposes as the Shop Hours Act 1908
and shall come into operation on the

liable to the penalties provided there-

first day of October 1908.
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“The Transvaal Question
y_Discussed in England,

Lotter from Sir West Ridgeway

London, Sept. 18.—Sir West Ridge-
way writes to e T7mes this morning
in reference to the recent letter from
Lord Ampthill, wherein the latter
stated that the present situation in the
Transvaal was entirely due to the at-
tempt ol the Government to imposc a
condition, indiscriminately shutting
all Indians out of the Colony, on
fulfilment ol their part of the compro-
mise of last January. 5,

&ir West Ridgeway declares that
there is reason to believe that Lord
Ampthill has been misled by his in-
formants. He considered that Lord
Ampthill is unfair towards the Trans-
vaal Government. T

“ The fact is,” Sir West Ridgeway
continues, “that the grievances -of
the " Indians have been redressed.
They are now striving to extidet other
concessions.”

The writer concludes by declaring
that a claim for the unrestricted im-
migration of all British -subjects is
preposterous. He deprecates an Im-
perial Conference on the questiun,
which, he says, must Le seutled by
the Colonies individually.—Reuter.

- London, Sept. 18.—S5ir West
* Ridgewsy, in his letter 16 Zhe Times,
says that the Indians in the Transvaal,
presuming on their past successes,
are striving to forme the Transvaal
Government to agree to unrestricled
immigration. .He pertinently points
out that the Colonies have the right
1o restrict, and even to prohibit, im-
migration, and that Britain would
certainly enforce the same right if
alien immigrants threatened to com-
pete with Home labour. ;
At a meeting of the South African
Indians’ Committee, under the pre-
sidency of Lord Ampthll, his lordship
was authorised to make special repre-
sentations to the Imperial Guvernment
on behalf of the Transvaal Indians,
Lon ion, Sept. 19.—Lord Ampthill,
in a letter to The Zimes this morning,
returns o the charge against Mr.
Smuts. He says that Mr Smuts,
having found the Registration Act
and Emigrants -Restriction Act in-
capable of being interpreted together
as meaning absolute exclusion, owing
to the Supreme Court's decision, he
<lls the Indians that be will only
_Iepeal the Registration Act if they
agree to 'an alteration of the Re-
striction Act, so.as ta exclude all
Asiatics. - He also alleges that the
Validation Act undoes the compro-
mise, and is subjecling the Indians
2gain to the indignities of the Regis-
tration Act. - Lord Ampthilldismissed
S:r West Ridgeway’s letter as obviously
written without acquaintance with the
facts,—Natal Mercury.
London, Sept. 19.—~Mr. Drummond
Chaplin, interviewed by a repre-
smorative of Reuter's Agency regarding

the renewed Indian agitation in the
Transvaal, laid emphasis on the fact
that it is hopeless for the Indians to
tfy to expluit the differences of opinion
between the Progressives and the
Government. The country was united
on this question, -

London, Sept. 2 r.—Lord Ampthill
contributes to this morning’s 7imes a
letter a column in length re-stating the
position of the Indians in the Trans
vaal.

Zhe Times, commenting on the
letter, states that Lord Awpthiil’s con-
tentions are difficult to harmonise with
the facts,—Reuter.

Indian Appeal to Lord Moi-!eir.'

London, Sept. 21.—Thke ZTumes
correspondent at Madras telegraphs
that Muhajana Sabha, a leading mem-
ber of the Hindu Political Association
of South India, has. telegraphed to
Lnrd Morley pointing out to him the
oppression té which Indians in the
Transvaal are subjected, and appealing
for justice.

The Times, in its reply to Lord
Ampthill's latest letter, declares that
the claim of the Transvaal' Indians for
the repeal ot the Asiatic Law Amend-
ment Act is irreconcilable with their
attitude in January, and is impossible
to concede,  as it would mean the
surrender oftae power of exclusion by
the Transvaal Government. The
newspaper appeals to the Indians to
accept the situatiin, and expresses
confidence that the Transvaal Govern-
ment will show the same consideration
in administering the laws as it has
shown to the Indians and to the
Imperial Government throughout the
controversy.—Mercury. -

London, Sept. zz.-~In view of the
misapprehensions that cables suggest-
ing fresh negotiations are proceeding
between the Transvaal Government
and Indians, imply a changeof attitude
on the part of the Imperial Govern-

.ment, Reuter's Agency-is authorised
to say that the attitude of the Imperial

Government is absolutely unchanged.
They cannot oppose the settled deter-

mivation of the whole Transvaal in’

favour of the exclusion of future
Asiatic immigrants. .
The Imperial Government informed
Reuter that the Transvaal Asiatic Act,
which automatically comes into force,
metely gives effect to the settlement
reached between Mr. Smuts and the
Indians. The withdrawal of the
charges against Harilal Gandhi is
regarded in official circles as another
proof of the desire of the Transvaal
Government to make matters as easy
as possible for the Indians. The
Imperial Government does not suggest
any alteration of the principle for ex-
clusion which has been already deter-
mined. The Imperial Government,as
well as the Transvaal Government, is
doing its best to make the details of
administration as palatableas possible.
" Lord Morley is communicating to
the Colonial Office the telegrams from
India on the question.==Reuter.

London, Sept. - 23.—Sir Richard
Solomen, Agent-General for the Trans-
vaal, and Sir West Ridgeway occupy -
two columns of The Times to-day in
aaswering Lord Ampthill.

Sir Richard quotes Mr. Gandhi's
speeches as showing that the Trans-
vaal Government never promised to
repeal the Registration Act. He asks
‘why, it the Immigration and the
Registration Act are incapable of
keeping out the Indians, no appeal
has been made from the magisirates’
senlences.  The Indians, Sir Richard
contends, are rezlly claiming the right
of unrestricted immigration, -

Sir West Ridgeway deplores the

.| approval of the lawless proceedings of

th: Indians by well-meaning, but
injudicious, friends in England, and
declares that Lord Ampthill has been
misinformed as to the facts of the
situation in the Transvaal.

"The Evening Standard in a leading
article, strongly supports the Trans-
vaal Government regarding the Indian
immigration question. It says that
the circumstances have been un-
doubtedly hard for the Indians, but
they have made things much worse by
wlusive lactics and lack of discern-
ment. .
* A Homiliating Plctore.”

London, Sept. 24.—Lord R, Caven-
dish-Bentinck, in his letter, accepts
Mr. Sclomen’s temperate statement
oh the position of the Indians in the
Transvaal without guestion, butasserts
that no more humiliating picture was
ever painted.—.Mercury.

. 'rl‘he Registration Act

Government Notice No. g51 of
1908. notifies that all adult unregis-
tered Asiatics resident in the Trans-
vaal on the 21st day of September,
1908, shall make application for re-
gistration under the Act on and after
the 1st day of October, 1908, up to
and including the 3oth day of Novem-
ber; 1908. Such applications shall be
made at the Government QOffices, Old
Church  Buildings, Von
Square, Johannesburg, on any weekday
during the month of October, 1908,
between the hours of g a.m. and 4.30
p.m. (1 p.m. on Saturdays), to E. J.
Burgess or E. R. Harris, and at the
Office of the Registrar of Asiatics,
National Bank Buildings, Pretoria, on
any weekday during the month of
November, 1go8, between the hours’
of 9 a.m, and 4.30 p.m. (I pm. on
Saturdays), to J. Cody, E. J. Burgess,
or C, S. Cameron. )

In our next issue, we hope to give
the Regulations under the Act.

These provide for the investigation
of the claims of Asiatics, resident in
the Transvaal on September 21, 1908,
to registration or renewal of certificates
ol registration lost or destroyed.

The form of registration provides
for the right-thumb impression and for
othér particulars as prescribed by the
Act; Asiaties required to da na by &

Brandis -
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European pofice officer or gther
qualified official must supply their
names and addresses and signatores,
and either produce 4 certificate of
registration and give thumb im-
ptessions, or, o failing to produce a
registration certificate, give the im-
pressions of their thumbs and fingers.
Asiatics applying for renewal of certi-
ficates fcst ordestroyed shall furnish
the same means of identification as
whén the original certificate was
granted. R

Notes on the Transvaal
Struggle

{BY OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT)

: Thé Rev. Chas. Phillips, writing
ta the Léader recently, in the courde
of his letter asks

And what i it all about? Points of
difference hive beén reduced to a
minimutn. It has been sufficiently
proved that there hevér bas been the
jromisctious influx of Asiatics sup-
posed; which was used a6 justification
for the hasty legislation ol last year.
‘The combined eflorts of the police
and detective forces can -hardly pro-
cure » conviction against an Asiatic
for being illegitimately here. And,
taking the whole of the Asiatic popu-
lation at present here, including those
that may legitimately return, these do

not ap?roach the 15,000 that in Lord ]

Milner’s time were supposed to: com-
prise the Asiatic population of the
Transvaal. There can be no doubt
that General Smuts did promise, on
certain conditions, the repeal of the
Asidti¢ Awendment Act of 1go7..

simple sum of arithmetic what the in-
definite mulitiplication of this small
sutn will mean for the country. But
whea that is done it will be the small-.
est item of the bifl.

More Gaol-Birds

Messrs. Chokalingam, Gurunathan,
and Chetty, all Tamils, and Magan
Jivan, have gone to gaol for seven
days with hard labour for hawking
without licences. Mr. George God-
frey appeared in theirdefence. Daya
Raga was similanily charged and
sent to Roodepoort; and another
Tamil Indian bas gone to gaol for
the same period at Krugersdorp.
Mr. Essopji Daijee has received
seven days’ notice to quit the Colony.
He may, therefore, before this is
published, find himsel! in gaol, as he
has declared his mtention not to
leave the Colony. - -

Pretoria Indians

The Pretoria Indian. traders, who
were sentenced to be imprisoned for
three days, were received with full
honours : by the Indian commuuity.
A congratulatory telegram was sent
by the British Indian Association.

discharge at the gaol. Mr. Vally
Mahomed Bagas, who was seatenced
to be imptisoned for three days in
respect of two different- shops, con-
trary to. expectation and probably
illegally, was detained and not dis-
charged together with  his {fellow-
prisoners, He received, therefore,
special honours on Saturday, when
he got his discharge. I undérstand
that there will be an appeal against

On the admission of educated: In-
dians, Mr. Phillips writes :—

Now, should the one point at issue
be decided in favour of tbe Asiatics,
it can boly lead to the occasional ad-
nissiont of a professional man, say a

“priest, lawyer, doctor, etc., while it
the Government has its wiy it can
only lead to the exclusion of such.
Mr. Gandhi affitms that it would
probably admit not more than one a
yeat, and that one of the non-com-
peting trading class, and, if so, where
would be the harm of admitting that
ont; of at ahy rate, to the Govern-
ment consenting to submit its case to
the Supreme Court as to whether
under the Immigration Act such an
ohe has the. right of admission ?
Surely it is not worth while keeping
the country in & state of continual
hubbub for a point like that? - There
is 1o question of unrestricted immi-
gration. All parties are agreed on
that point. Does it not therefore re-
flect discredit on statesmen of our
tountry that, having reached this
supposed “irreducible ~ minimum,”
they cannot combine their wit and
wisdom to reduce the ** irreducible *
into & vanishing point.

Meauwhile, if the Asiatics have to
sufter, the country will have to pay.
Evety prisoner is said to cost the
colntty ad. 6dy u day, It will be 3

the conviction on the ground raised

lants, a humourous situation will
have been created, for Indians will
have suffered for what the Supreme
Court will have held to be no offence
at ail.

1

. The Diet Question

Correspondence is still going on
between Mr. Cachalia and the Direc-
tor of Prisons on this vexed question.
Not only has the Government refused
to re-place mealie-pap by a more
suitable food, but it has now been
discovered that the ghee that was al-

still being allowed in Johaunesbury, is
not in accordance with the authorised
scale. This point cropped up in con-
nection with the refusal to supply
the Volksrust prisoners with ghee
with their rice. The Association has
been told that ghee has been allowed
all along the reef, but the Director of
Prisons contendu that it was a -con-
cession.  That contention can, how-
ever, hardly hold water, because the
prisoners at Johannesburg state that
they saw the printed scale, which
provided for one ounce of ghee for all
Indian prisoners, so that there is

evidently a serious mistazke some-
where, The British Indian Associa-

Hundreds -of Indians awaited their |

by Mr. Gandhi, and, if the Supreme
Court decides in favour of the appel-

lowed during last January, and that is |,

tron has brought all these facts to the
notice of the Director of Prisons, and
applied for a copy of the authorised ~
scale, which the Director has de.
clined to furnish unless he is author. -
ised to do so by the Governiment.
The matter is, therefore, now in the.
hands ot the Colonial Secretary,

*Natal to the Rescne
The British Indian Association has =
received a telegram from the Nata)
Indian Congress saying that the latter
have cabled £100 to the South AR
rica British Indian Committee,

. More Picketing! 7
- Next month, it is expected, the
Licensing Offices, as also the Regis-
tration Offices, will be infested by
pickets to warn the unwary off these

‘Offices, unless a settlement is arrived -

at betore the beginning of the month,.
The Royal sanction to the Act makes.
no difference in the struggle. It has
only heartened Indians for undergo-
ing greater suffering. This time it
will not be an objection to submit to
a degrading Act, bat it will be an ob~
jection to receive the benefits of a
tclerable Act because of the tew out-
standing points between the Govern-
tent and the community. The strug-
gle, therefore, assumes a much purer -
form, because it will be now entirely
selfless .for the resident Indians.
They are fighting, firstly, for the hon-
our of Indians as a nation ; secondly,
for the honour of the Empire; and,
thirdly, for the honour of the ‘Colnny
which is their domicile—honour, be- -
cause it i§ the word of General Smuts
which is at stake, and which Indians
are attempting te make him fulfil.

Charlestown Generosity
Mr. Ajam Hoosen of Charlestown
has sent a message to the British In-
dian Association to the eftect that he
will be prepared to receive any Indi-
ans who ‘may be deported and who -
way have to scjourn at Charlestown. -
Mr. Ajam Hoosen provides fot only
board and lodging for such “Indians,
but locks after them in every respect,
This is very magnanimous. Mr.
Essop Suliman is doing likewise at
Volksrust, .
May the Transvaal Indians Import
Leaders? - : :
Under the above heading, Z%e
£riend (Bloemfontein), of the 2znd
instant, has the following leading °
article i— .
Sir J. West-Ridgeway is, if our own
informution is correct, under a mis-
apprehension as to the atritude of the
Indian leaders in the Transvaal.
These, we believe, are so far frum

demanding unrestricted immigration.

that they admit the right of the
Government .to prohibit all future
immigration, as the word is usually
understood. All they ask is that,
besides according liberty to legally
domiciled Indians to import wives, if
they 30 choose, ‘permits, shall be
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granted, not exceeding six in any one
year for the entrance of educated
Asiatics.- The first of these requests,
we believe, is and always has been

freely granted. The sole objection of

the Transvaal Government appears to
be to tHe second, but the wisdom of
such objection is far from clear. There
is the danger that the Asiatic com-
munity, cut off Irom European sym-
pathy and leadership, will sink by
degrees in moral and intellectual
status. Their degeneration might
conceivably go so far as ‘to render
them a sanitary and social and, per-
haps, political danger tothe Transvaal.
Since their residence and that of their

future descendants has been legiti--

mised under the law which will
shortly come into force, what objection
can there be to giving them a leader-
ship which will make them better
neighbours and fellow-subjécts ? They
will be the easier to govern owing to
the presence in their midst-of a few

‘ediicated men ot their own race. Mr.

Gandhi’s true influence on'the Trans-
vaal Indians has not yet been generally
recognised: Lt has been a restraining,
not a provocative influence. Proof of.
this- statement was affurded in the
assauit upon him ol the Patians when

-he agreed to the compromise of last

February, -and tried to bind all his
tellow-Asiatics thereto. - Since that
date there has taken place a fresh
struggle with the Government—if the
passive suffering of the Asiatics can be
called struggle. Their view that
General Smuts promised to repeal the
Registration Ordinance has been the

‘occasion of it, and as Mr Gandhi has

identified himself with this fresh
struggle, he has to a certain extent
regained influence: But we under-
stand that even now his fellow-coun-,
trymen decline to accept him as their

_ representative should there be any

further negotiations with Government,
He has lost credit through his reiusal
to be an extremist. His attitude is
unquestionably what the attitude of
most educated Asiatics would. be in
like case. This class, provided they
come in restricted numbers, should be

" welcomed by the Transvaal Govern-

Lol

ment. There is definite work for them
among their own race as doctors and
lawyers. - Mr. Gandhi, as we remarked
some days ago, cannot put himseli in
the position of seeming content to
monopolise the legal patronage of his
fellow-countryinen. From the Euro-
pean point of view the. political
argument is, however, the important
one. A sprinkling of educative Asiatics

in the Transvaal is desirable much for

the same reason that it is well to have
native tribes under the influence of
their chiefs-—namely, to render govern-

. ment casier.

Political Prisoners

The following is addressed to the
Leader :— :

Sir,—As you have commented up-

on the diet given to the Asiatic

prisoners in your leadererte of the

itth iast, will you, baving regard to

culture, ol socizt refinement.
often in nature, in taste, in delicacy |

the information- that the Indian
prisuners in Volksrust are breaking
stones on the public streets and re-
fusing to eat the raw meat supplied
to them, give publicity to the follow-
ing observations {rom the pen of an
Englishman, which will no doubt be
read with interest ? :— '

“ A political ‘prisoner is one whose
offence was committed, not for priv-
ate profit, but for public duty; who
glories irr the act, which is supported
by the devoted administration of a
political party as a meritorious public
service in itself ; whom his own side
regards as a martyr, and whom the
other side regards as mischievous,
but certainly not as dishonoured. An
ordinary criminal does not venture to
say that the act of which he is ac-
cused is honourable; he simply as-
serts that he did not commit it. Such
friends as he ever had cease to be his
friends, much less his admirers.” No
man whatever admits that a decent
man could be guilty of such a crime;

no man glories in it or admires it. .

To have committed it is to be by uni-
versal consent out of the pale of self-
respecting men. No man will asso-
ciate with an ordinary criminal
Neither hé nor anyone else denies
that the act, if committed at all, is a
permanent mark of degradation. A
political prisoner is usually a ‘man of
He is

of mind the equal, it may be the
superior, of his gaolor. He has acted
up to his conscience ; he abhors the
brutality of crime; he is quite as
sehsitive as any Minister of the
Crown. To treat such a man as a
gaolbird is an act of wanton outrage
and -malignant stupidity. It in no
way follows that a political crime is
not to be punished. Political crimes
are, in effect. often as bad as any
crimes ; they may deserve any punish-
vient up to death itsell, The political
eriminal may be a great offender
against God and man ; but he is. not,
or is not often, a personally degraded
wretch. Fe has noét lost his personal
honour; he is not brutalised. He
may be violently wrong-headed, but
he carries himself,~in his eyes and
that of his party, as a man of stainless
honour and unspotted character. No

degradation that is inflicted on bim

alters that sense in his mind or that
of his friends. Neither he nor they

-feel at all degraded by outrage, any

more than we feel it in the case of
martyrs and apostles.  And to inflict
outrage on such men is either petty
spite- or blundering stupidity. No
man pretends that laws can be strictly
adjusted to political crimes, or that

‘'some very brutal wretches might not

possibly be brought under any defini-
tion of political crimes, Offences of
political character is, however, a term
known to English law. No political
offender has ever been asked for out
of English hands, and none will ever
be surrendered.”—I am, etc.,
BHIKHUBAL

Sept. 2.

Our Friends in India

The Secretary of the Hamidia Is-
lamic Society, Jobannesburg, has
received the following letter :—

Dear Sir,—1 am directed by the
Central Committee of the All India
Moslem League to forivard to youa
copy of the Resolution passed by the

Lentral Committee ot the All India

Moslem League on the gth instant.
The Government of India is also
provided with.a copy of the Resolu-
tion, and the said Resolution with
other Resolutions are already in all
the leading papers of the country
(India).
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

{Sd.) H. M. Musa KHan.

: - Off'g. Hon. Secretary.
Aligarh, 14/8/08.

[Note: The Resolution referred
to is on similar lines to that of the
Bombay Anjuman-i-Islam, published
in our last issue.—Ed. 1.O.]

The Anjuman Islam, Durban, has
received the following cable from the
president - of the Rander Mahfely
Islam :—** Large public meeting. Sent
telegrams to Morley, Miato, and Clark
(Sir George Sydenham Clark, Governor
of Bombay), praying intercession for
release of prisoners.” :

[ Rander is a city in the Province
of Gujarat, being a native place of
many prominent merchants having
large businesses in Rangoon, Calcutta,
Moulmein, Mauritius, Bombay, and
other places. Mr. M. C. Anglia, joint-
secretaryaf the Natal Indian Congress,
who is undergoing hard-labour iropris-
onment in the Transvaal, hails from
Rander, where, two years ago, he was
a vice-president of the Municipality.].

Japan DEeEMANDS EquaL RiGHTS. i
According to a Rand Dany Mal
cable, -Japan has rejected the Ameri-
can proposals for a new immigration.
treaty, and has intimated that she ex-
pects her subjects to receive the same
treatment as the subjects of the Euro-
pean Powers,
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