Fourwded b

(= 0"
-MAHATMA GANDHI-
*IN - 1903~ :

No. 3—Vol. XXXIV.,

Friday, January 17th, 1936.

Registered at the' G.P.O. a3 a,Newspaper, .
Price Fourpemx. -

Mahatma Gandhi’s Health
FTER going to press last Friday
wereceived a cabile from India

in regard to Mahatma Gandhi’s
It stated that he had a setback

health.
which necessitated his cancelling his
Ahmedabad trip. Under medical advice
he was removed from Wardha Ashram
as he had alarmingly high blood pres
sure which persists and he was confined
to bed all 24 hours, forbidden to take the
least mental or physical exertion.
Doctors state that he must have been
working at very high pressure for some
months and fairly satisfactory progress
during 4 weeks’ rest seems- lost. His
teeth are in sceptic condition which is
one of the causes of the heavy blood
pressure.  Dr. Jivaraj Mehta is attending
tohim at weekends and considers re-
covery,is likely to be prolonged. Since
the above we have received. no further
information and hope that he is pro-

- gressing favourably.. .

The Rt Hon Srinivasa Sastri On
Deit : .

In an address on “Local Self-Govemn-

ment” at Erode, Madras on Dec. 1, Mr,
Sastri made the following pleasing’
. remarks about the cleanliness of Durban,
He said, *“I have lived in Durban for

many months and Durban is 2 town
which of all places in the world is
known for cleanliness. You muy go
-anywhere—where there is even the
greatest business going on, the most

crowded traffic, where fruits are carried— ,

you will not find the street having any-
thing upon it for more than §o minutes.
Somebody or other will remove it
How well all the streets of that large
and rapidly growing city are keptt The
people take pride in the cleapliness of
their street, which they regard as sacred
2 property as they regard temples” -

Pretoria Asiatic Bazaar

Our special correspondent from Johan.

nesburg informs us that a deputation
of the Transvaal indian Congress Branch
interviewed the Agent of the Govern-
ment of India last Sunday in connec-
tion with the Pretoria Asiatic Bazaar
regulations which the Pretoria Muni.
cipality proposes to put into force and
which are at present under cunsideration
of the Departmest of the Interior.

NOTES. AND NEWS =~

. Repreeﬁtativs of the parent body

were also present. The effect of these
regulations, in 2 nut shell, will be to
place Indians residing and trading in
the Asjatic Bazaar under a sort of sur-
veillance with a superintendeiit to watch

* over all their movements. -Any person
" going in or coming put of the Bazaar

weuld have to report to the Superinten--
dent and any visitor desiring to stay
overnight would not be able to do so
without the permission of the Superin.
tendent. This system is already- in

vogue in the Native locations and now-
itissought to make it applicable o,

Asiatic Bazaars, Itisbad emough that
Indians are herded .into locations
and bazaars, that even there- they
have: no- security of tenure, and it
is proposed now to inflict still further.
humiliations on them. . The bove is
only the worst feature of the regulations
against which Sir Kurma Reddi when
he was the Agent of the Government of
India lla'dreoorded his strong protest:

- These regulations have been agitating’
the minds of Pretoria [ndians for some

considerable time and this has not been
their first" interview with the Agent.
The irpression gathered by our corres-

pondent from “the short conversation .
with the membefs of -the: deputation
- guests emphasised the insult to the -

was that the Agent was very weak to
do anything for the relief_of Pretoria
Iudiansand they were shocked to find
that Mr. Williams, the sscretary of the’
Agent unlike his predecessors was more

vocal than the Agent himself ‘and had .

taken up a Somewhat bullying attitade.
We hope: to deal * with- the proposed
regulations more fully in our. future

issues but in the .meantime while con-

gratulating our Pretoria brethren for
taking up a strong stand against “them

we sincerely hope that the; will con-

tinue their fight to the bitter end rely-

- ing not on the strength of the. Agent or

~anyone else but on their -own strength.

Congress Meeting At :'D'a'nnha'user_—

We have received a report from a

reliable Dannhauser ‘correspondent of
the annual general meeting of the
Dannhauser branch of the Nata] Indian

" working of 'the

Gnm he!don Jan. 5 at the Indian.

School Hall, - presided by Mr. M, D.
Moola. - The report shows the high-

_ handedness of the chairman to - the
questions put by Mr, La¥arus and does

not reflect the good feeling .among the
Indians ip that district. There were
about 40 present says the report. from
~about 400 in the. district. Wz are not

publishing the report for very good.

reasons but it casts a sad reflection on

the Congress-officials when old residents .

like Mr. Lazarus and others had to walk
out of the ‘autocratic meeting” The
report concludes by stating “another
body seems. emminent ™, This Musso-

linian spirit in the Congress will have .

to go if it -wishes for the barmonjous

Afnca,“. .

1 N - -

‘We cannot but deeply appreciate; m.'ys'
“the Bombay -Chronicle, the attitude that
the Australian. cricketers have -adopted

towards sthe “‘honour’ .that has beeg

bestowed upon them by two exclusively
which do- not accept Indians even as

Indian pation implicit in their ex,
.clusiveness by making this country's

Indians’ the same status- as to them-
selves. By treating with well.deserved
contempt the advances of such clubs the
‘Aussies’ have shown that they  are
sportsmen and gentlemen in the truest
sense of the terms, - . - 2

qommunit'_jr.' in S_oqth '

‘Sportemen Ai;d'.Gentlemen’ e

. European clubs in Karachir These clubs’

 guests their honorary guests  The Aus.
; txalian?ha\fe, howe‘_rer, made it koown
‘that they would not take advantage of-
-any “club facilities offered by -social
_imstitulions,” which did not accord to

Now that the Australians bave set an
example, will Lord Willingdon,' as ‘Si¢’

Chimanlal Setalvad said the otherday -

in his opei letter, act similarly . and:
refuse the honour of Byculla or such

clibs where Indians are not -admitted, -

Or is it left to Australian sportsmen

only to act:in such broadminded spitit, ‘
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LETTER has been address-

) Steam'Navigation Co, Ltd, who
* caters for passengers between India
and South and East Africa, making

'some useful suggestions which if

- adopted. by the Company would

. certainly to a large extent tend to

increase the comfort especially of

. the deck passengers travelling on

" ‘makes it quite clear in. his-letter "

-

- the Comparny as of ‘those who
travel by its boats.” There are

‘the Company boats. Mr. Rustomjee

*:that in offering his suggestions he
-does soiot by way: of ¢omplaint
_but “for the advantage as much of

B_oat's' '

- presently 'f,our..boglts rin by the
7 Company between Bombay and -

~ South Africa~Kenya, - Karanja,
Zaires ond Takliwa. -The last

.~two have taken. the' ‘place’ of

" weré sister ships of the former wwo '
© with . batter. accommodation  es-.
- pecially. for -deck passengers. Mr. -
that - these -

. those'who cannot afford to pay the-

4

1

Karapara and "~ Kavagold “which

- Rustomjee suggests

- should "be reinstated,

** 'None of these boats have inter- ‘_‘-
class cabins. The Company' has in

fact dope away -with those that
existed in some of the boats, This

- Another hardship under which deck
ed by Mr. Jalbhoy Rustom-
4= jee to the British India -

passengers have 10 suffer, to which

‘Mr. Rustomje¢ draws attention,

is that at each port when the boat
loads and off-loads cargo—for these
boats take both passengers and
targo-—men, women and children
are knocked from pillar to post.
The plight of these passengers can
be realised only by those who have
actually witnessed the scene and
Mr. Rustomjee very rightly points

_outto the need for cabin accommo-

dation for deck passengers and the
re-introduction of ' an . inter-class.

I

Another important suggestion made

by’ Mr. Rustomjee is that there
. should be careful supervision over
the quality of foodstuffs supplied .

by both the Hindu and Mahomedan
caterers - and - that dining tables
should be provided for rather * than

the present insanitary mode of:

“squatting down to eat on the dirty

4

- floors and the provision of cold
 storage for Hindu and Mahomedan

caterers: -
" There are other ‘minor sugges-
tions made by Mr. Rustomjee such

as fans to be provided for in addi- -
“tion to blowers in the second class
.cabins, which are inadequte in view

_of the tropical heat through which

has'resurted ~in-. great ‘hardship to

* heavy fare for the second class and

are much . inconvenienced being

. compelled to travel with their wives
"and children on open decks rénder~

~ ing it almost impossible to preserve .

_any privacy or maintain decency: -

. Mr. Rustomjee . suggests tnat

- the ‘present: boats should. be con-
verted on the models of the Japa-

| nese’ emigrant boats-Which have

- four or six berth ¢abins, * even for
_the lowest class of passerigers.

' “Under. the present system,” Mr,

‘nu;nber of passengers—from Yoo
to 1200 at times—travelling by the
Company's boats, are .obliged to
- squat and sleep on the deck floors,

- Rustomjee -points out, “a large

_with their families.” In fact it is

- just a case of human beings herded

_together-like a flock of sheep.

passengers have to pass during the

" greater portion of their voyage; a

- gramophone to be provided for in

the second class as existing in the

first with English and ™ Indian
- records and arrangements to relay

the music to the deck passengers;
increased facilities for Indian style.
lavatories in the second class and

. for more washing' accommodation

for deck passengers and adequate
water ways to avoid the accumula-
tion of dirty water near the deck
kitchens. Mr. Rustomjee also sug-
gests that the concession rates

- which at present enable European

P wssengers 10 travel- first class at
second class fares plus an extra
nominal sum of about £2 should

“be extended to Indian second class

and deck passengers travelling with
their families, :

-
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Mr, Jalbhoy Rustomjee who has
constantly travelled by the B. I.
boats between Bombay and South

. Africa is fully qualified with his

lengthy experience to make the
above suggestions which we have

‘no doubt will be supported whole-

heartedly by would-be Indian
passengers throughout South and.
East Africa, In view of the fact
that the B. 1. S. N. Coy enjoys a
virtual monopoly on the Bombay-
South African route we fully en-
dorse the view expressed by Mr.
Rustomjee that it is only fair that
the Company should pay adequate
attention to the ordinary human

. comforts and conveniences especial-

lyof the deck passengers. This

* would be only in keeping with the

. fully endorse the views of the

facilities provided for by so many
other companies, It js to be
sincerely hoped that these sug-
gestions will not fall on deaf ears.

Congress And Land
Tenure Act

E publish elsewhere in this issue
the first part of the statement
submitted by the South African

Congress to the Minister of the Interior
on the Transvaal Asiatic Laod "Tenure
Act, a copy of.which has been sent to
us by the Secretacy to the Agent of
of the Government of India. In
so far as the ficst part goes we
ongress,
But in the subsequent parts the Congress
immediately begins to ask for con.
cessions under the Act which as we have
already stated in our last week's issue is
totally inconsistent with the policy
adopted by the Congress from the ver
beginniog when the Land Tenure Bill
came into existence. We wonder what
has induced the Congress to leave aside
all its cherished principles and to follow
in the footsteps of the Transvaal Indian
Commercizl Association and to actually
snatch the work out of its hands. Were
the Congress leaders afraid that the
Association might win laurels which
were rightly due to them dr are we to
take this as"one of the “achievements”
of the present Agent who has succeeded
in getting the Congress to idedtify itself
with the I.ancé 'l‘enurlt: J}ca vnlvhi:l:hl the
st t and even the Indian delega-
?i?m ::g:;:e last Round Table Confer:r?ce
has failed to do. If the Congress had
not the strength to put up a fight against
the Land lenure Act which it has
eejected in lofo on principle it might
at least have lodged its protest and sat
quiet until its own forces were consoli.
dated. But by retracing its steps it is
rendering itself open to ridicule in the
eyes of the Association as well as the
public who though it may be quiet is
certainly intelligent enough to know
which way the wind is blowing, Of all
the acts of the Congc 'ss the present one
we think is worthy of the strongest

" censure.
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TRANSVAAL ASIATIC LAND
TENURE ACT. -

CONGRESS REPRESENTATIONS TO MINISTER

TI-EE following is the first part of the
representations made by the South
African Indian Congress to the
Minister of the Interior in connection -
with the report of the Trapsvaal Asiatic
Land Tenure Act Commission and the
draft Bill published .on October 28,

1935.

Part 1.—The Gold Law
Prohibitions..

In making this representation we
have to accept the fact that prohibitions
against - Asiatic occupation in the
Johannesburg mining area, and in parti
cular Act No 35 of 1932 out of which
the Commission’s Report arises, are on
the statute book, But we wish to make
it plain that, ia principle, we accept
neither that Act nor the original re-
strictions contained in the Gold Law of
1908. We propose in this connection to
place certain general considerations
before the Hon'ble the Minister before
dealing more particularly with the
Commission’s recommendations,

We would in the first place draw
attention to the correspondence which
passed between His Majesty’s Govern-
ment and the Transvaal Goverament
when the New Gold Law of 1908 was
under consideration by the Transvaal
Parliament. Extracts from this corres~
pondence are quoted in the report of the
Asiatic Eoquiry Commission of 1931,
and are reproduced in Annexure A to
Chapter Il of the Land [enure Com-
mission’s Report (Part 1). This corres-
pondence shows that the Gold Law of
1908 was not intended to do more than
re-énact in rather more specific terms
‘prchibitions already implicit in the
law of 18g8; and it was not until after
His Majesty’s Government had been .
assured that the new Act did not take
away any right or privilege enjoyed
by coloured persons and had accepted
the Act on that understanding, that the
Supreme court decided in effect that the
new Act imposed disabilities not in-
cluded in the old Act, The correspond.
ence shows further that the Transvaal
Goavemnment of the time did not object
to the occupation by coloured persons
of land ip mining areas for the purposes
of trade, and that power to regulate the
residence of coloured persons was requir-

ed mainly to deal with “idlers and

loafers ™" Moreover, the law as it stood
after 1908 was not enforced, and it con-
tamned to remain for practical purposes
a dead letter after the Act of 1919 in
spite of recommendations for its en-
forcement made by the 1919 Select
Commitee. We suggest that the law

-

was not enforced beczuse in the main’ is in Indian bauds Even as regards

there was né need of it, and perhaps
also because, following the misumder-
standing of 1908, some sense of its in-
justice remained. )

However that may be, it was decided
in the years 1930-32 to tnforce this -old
neglected law- The object no doubt
was to stop what is commonly des-
cribed as “Asiatic penetration,” a phrase
which reflects apprehensions that the
European is in danger of ' eing swamp-
od by the Indianr, particularly the
Indian trader. We submit that if the
position is viewed in a true perspective,
these apprehensions are not “justified.

Since 1913, when the immigration of

Indians was prohibited, the increase in

this small proportion it must be re.
- membered that frade is the mainstay
of the Indian community. The oppor-
tunities of employment open to' Indians

- in the Transtaal are very restricted and,

our population has been limited to the -

natural excess of births over “deaths,

The following figures {taken from Year
Book No: 16 sxcept for the 1931 Indian
population) illustrate the position:—

Union, - European. Asiatic,
-1 4 O _1,276,000 152,000
192t 1,519,000 166,000
1931 - 1,828,000 - 185,500 {es-
timated Indian popyiation.)

The increase in the Asiatic popula-
tion. since 1911 is 247; in the European
population, 43%; - - :

In the Transvaal and Johannesburg
the population figures, so far as they

are obtain?.ble, are as follows:—

Trangvasl - - Johanueshorg’
- - " . . Municipality
; Ewtopean Indinc -~ Euarpean  Asiatic
I9H £ 420,562 - 10,048 & L
. (p 280 of
1930 Select -
. Committee’s '
T4 .7 mport) - : .
1921 + 543,485 13.405 1550797 Saml
(pare. 3, ’
. P 57 Com. -
. . mission’s - .
. repost) ¢
. 1931 + 696,120 & 199,507°], 44337,
+ Year Book No. 16
“ls P-p- 54-95 Part 11 Commission’s Report

& Figures not availab'e,

It will be seen that the proportion of
[ndians to Europeans both in ‘the
Johaanesburg municipal area and the
Transvaal is very small, and that, with
immigration prohibited from both India
aand other provinces of the Union, fears

N

of “Asiatic penetration” are ill-founded, .

As regards Asiatic competition in-

“trade, the figures given in the” table on
Page 111 of the Commission’s Report
(Part II) show that of the 7230 licensed
trading establishments in the Johannes~
burg municipal area, 787 or ‘¥0.97, are
held by Indians., Some of these Indian

establishments however are very small, -

and it is estimated that, of the total
volume of Johannesburg trade, only 27,

as the Commission point out, this
position is not likely to improve, for
the tendency to-day is to curtail rather
than extend the employment of Indians
in order to provide ofenings for Eure-
peans,  (Paragraph 21, p. 124, Part I1))
It must also be remembered that the
Indian trader serves a useful purpose,
if be did not be could not exist. The
Johannesburg Chamber of Commerce
agreed in effect that the competition of
coloured traders is of advantige’ to .
consumers, particularly the poorer class’
es, (Paragraph 8, p. 257 Part I1)
We submit therefore that, viewed

- with a sense of proportion, there is. no

need for this barrier of legislative -re-
striction ‘against the Indiam, - It is
certainly not required “as a matter of
sound public and sanitary policy.” The
evidence tendered to the Commission by
both medical and police authorities was
Javourable to the Indian community.
The diunicipal Medical Officier depased

~ that “ro special difficulties aré occa-

sjoned by intrusion of Asiatics.-...into
purely European areas......They are as
amenable to sanitary requirements as .
the average Eurcpean of the poor class
and at times are an example to ‘such
Europeans” (p 134 Part I1)' Speaking.
of the Malay location in particular the
Medical Officer said that condifions had
improved beyond recognition in the last
five or six years and that Asiatic tenants
had responded wonderfully to every
‘housing demand made-upon - them, and

« he estimated that in the last three years

-about {100,000 had be:n spent by
owners on the improvement and recon-.

. " struction of premises. (para, 42 p, 105

rart II) Police evidence was to the
effect that Asiatics are very law-abiding
and do not present any sérions problem
from a police point of view. . {para. 51
P- 733, Part I1) o~
. It is clear therefore that Indians are
amenable to the requirements of citizen-
ship and that there is po justification
_for restricting us on that ground. But’
rights and duties go hand in hand, 1f
weare to be worthy citizens we must
not be treated as serfs, But if we are
denied the ordinary rights of citizenship
and confined to specified areas, the con.
Sequences can only be adverse,  As a
‘commupity we live by trade. Freedom

" of movement, as the Commission agree,

(para. 21, P- 124, Part Il ) is essential to
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the trader, Confirernent on the other
hand means that our trade will be
restricted and therefore that ocur earn-
ings will diminish, We are ready to
observe. sanitary and similar require-
ments, but- a policy of confinement
without security of tenure and room for
expaasion means overctowding and the
consequent danger of insanitary condi-
tions, We are moving in fact in a
vicious circle. To raise our standard of
living, as we .are adjufed 1o do,. we
. must prosper, but we are restricted in

. . our main occupation and denied em-

. ployment in other spheres. Similarly,
' our poorer members are -sometimes
criticised for living in insanitary con
ditions; but. we are to be herded into
areas where sanitation will be made
difficult by congestion. : We see neither
sense nof justice in these paradoxes,

Further, as"-the’[n_dustrié.l LegislatiOn ,

~ Commission observe in:- paragraph 242

. of their recent report, restrictions tend = .
to defeat themselves. -+ The Gold Law
~ prohibitions as proposed to be enforced -

may achieve their. immediate purpose;
but. ‘they may also- produec “Indian
problem in- Johannesburg -in a few

years' time, particularly if we . are

denied security of tenure ‘and the ex-
-empted areas do not -provide room for
expansion, -
dragoon a whole community. We are
a‘ law-abiding  people, but we can

. scarcely.bé contented under coaditions

of ostracism;.and the Himalayan in-
' copsistency between the position of our
countrymen. in India, now on their
. proud.march to self government within
" the British Commonwealth, and ours,
suli sub;ect 1o repression in a unit

A DENIAL TO THE AGENT S

‘ AN emphatxc ‘denial’ that the Indian
Immigrafion .Bureau in Durban

It is in fact difficult to -

INDIAN OPINIDN.

of that same Commonwealth', is a

challenge to self.respect. The Indian.

community as 2 whole is ngow an
integral part of the population of South
Africa’ We camenot of our own seek-
ing but were brought to supply the
needs of an important industry, and
85% of our numbers were born in South

Africa, We suggest that the true and’

indeed the obvious aim of practical
statesmanship is to make just and
permanent provision forus, Repression
has never yet provided more than an

_ephemeral solution of any problem ‘of

governance, and an unhappy section
-of the population is an ailment that
threatens the health of the body politic
as a whole. The right endeavour . .in
respect of our community was _broadly
outlined in the following provision of
the Cape Town Agreement of. 1927
between the Government of India. and
the Union Govemment:— -

Tne Union Govérnment ﬁrmly
believe in and adhere to the princi-
ple that it is the duty.of every
civilised Government to devise ways
and means and to take all possible
steps for the uplifting of every
sectlon «of their permanent popula-

- tion "to the full extemt of. their
capacities and opportunities, and
accept the view that in the. pro-
vision. of educational and other
facilities the considerable number
. of Indians who remain -part of the
permanent population should not
be allowed to lag behind other
- sections of the people,"

We had hoped, in the spirit -of ‘that
passage, for some improvement in our

circumstances, for. some relaxation .of

' was, as stated by Sir Syed Raza -

Ali in Maritzburg on Monday.Jan6é in
.possession and a large idle fund provided.
* through the Indian Medical Relief Tax,

~ :was given the following .day in the

J\Catal Ilercury by a reliable a.uthonty
to is representatwe. -

“Ihe Medical Relief Tax is often’
confused with the scheme for repa.tn-
ation instalments in force years ago,”

said the Alatal Hleércury's informant,

. “When ‘the Indians were brought -out -

here the employers had to pay ‘instal.
‘ments of £4 10s. a year €o provide a
passage home for the returning workers,
A fund was collected from the surplus
of these instalments owing to payments
- being made by employers for Indians
who did not return to India, This was
paid out a few years ugo, however, when
large number of Indidns were repatri-

do so,

. _ated between about 1929 and 1931, under
the assisted repatriation scheme,

“By Law 25 of 1891 every -employer
of adult [ndian labour has to pay 1s. 3d.
a head a month as a sick fund, This

‘fund aims at safeguardmg Indian em.

plyees on estates, etc,, and at ensuring
that they got proper medical attention,
which a lot of employers would not give
their Indians if they ‘were not forced 1o

L

'Three Indian Hospltals
“The fund raises about £17,000 a
year. This maintains three Indian hos.

* pitals and finances their staffs, Last
-year the expenditure was £16,000, The

hospitals are situated at Durban,

‘Stanger and Esparanza. At Maritzburg
the scheme operates in conjunction with

Grey's Hospital and a special hospital
is not attached to the scheme This

- £16,000 is exclusive to repairs to. the

buildings and similar mainteaance.
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.the pressure of our disabilities. But
that hope has been disappointed, In
the Transvaal, the Licenses (Control)
Ordinance of 1931 had hardly tightened
the trade licensing laws against us
before the Tenure Act of 1933 imposed
fresh restraints. That Act brought new
areas under the Gold Law prohibitions;
added a trading disqualification to
Section 137; and, in the anxiety to deny
us rights in property, actually defined a
lease of 10 years or more as ownership

_ of fixed property The restrictions to

which we are subject in Johaunesburg,
now crystallizing in the confinement of
our community to certain specified
areas, are surely “inconsistent with the
spirit of the provision we have quoted.
Restriction and confinement, far from
uplifting us. to the full extent of our
capacities and opportunities, .degrade
us and deny us opportunities. Far from
encouraging us not to lag hehind other
sections of the population, they retard
our development, We have made our
home in South Africa. We wish to
justify our existence here and to make
ourselves a respected section of the
community. Butthis is a idle dream
unless we are given the opportunity;
and does not opportunity mean, in the
Transvaal, the repeal of the Gold Law
prohibitions against us? This is the
true and courageous solution both of our
own difficulties and of any problem thet
we present lo the Government. To
many Europeans it would we know be
weloome, and to the great majority it
would malte no practical difference,

STATEMENT

“Indian workers of employers paying
to the lund may be admitted to these
hospitals at 1s, 6d. a head a day instead
of the 55 orso of the provincial hos-
pitals, ' These rs. 6d, sums alona would
nothing like _support the hosp:tal
Native employees of firms paying the

. Medical Tax are also treated at low

rates,

“The Tax fund never had the enor-
‘mous idle surplus Sir Syed Raza Alj
desctibes, Once there was a small sur.
plus but it was expended or Indian re.
patriation. To-day there is just enough
in the fund to keep the hospitals and
their organisation going. I uuderstand
that the {1,000 given. to St, Aidan’s
Hospital last year by the Bureau came
from the Tax fund. Probably whenever
the Bureau is done away with the fund
will be spent on Indian hospitals,
education, etc.”
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DISPLACEMENT OF NON-EUROPEAN LABOUR

Minister of Labour and Social

" Welfare,” Mr. Fourie, has replied

through the Secretary for Labour

and Social Welfare to representations

made to him by the South African In-

stitute of Race Relations at the request

of the Durban Consultative Committee

of Joint Councils on the implications of

the Government’s civilised labour
policy.

In his reply, the Secretary for Labour
states that the civilised labour policy
is in no way associated with any
question of racial segregation.

In the first instance, the institute, as
the result of representations from Dur-
ban, asked the Minister to receive a
deputation from the institute to discuss
the matter.

The deputation was received by the

Minister, but after discussion the Min-

ister asked the deputation to make its
representation in a memerandum to
which he would also reply in writing. .
Unhappy Effects

In the memorandum the institute
urged that many of the measnres taken
in conformity with the civilised Iabour
policy had had unhappy effects upon
the non-white section of the population.

Reference is made in the memoran-
dom to the reply of the District Inspector
of Labour Durban to an enquiry by the

editor of the Natal Advertiser. The

reply, which was published in the
Natal Advertiser on May 25, 1934,
showed, says the memorandum:

(1) That the policy is a “civilised
labowr™ policy and not merely a white
labour policy. o :

(z) That Mauritians, St. Helenas,
members of the Cape Coloured commiu-
nity and Indians are regarded as “civi-
lised labour,” provided. that they

conform to European standards of living. -

In other words, race and éolour do not

. disqualify members of these communities
from being considered *“civilised Iabour.”
(3} That with regard to natives, how-
ever, the exclusion is absolute. “Natives
are excluded,” was the phrase used by
the department. In reply to specific
questions as to whether their length of
service, skill or rate of pay would’ be

taken into account in discussing whether .

.natives are “civilised™ or “uncivilised”
for purposes of policy, a categorical

reply was given that in no circumstances

would natives be regarded as “civilised
labourers,” and that natives would be
regarded as “uvacivilised labourers™ is-
respective of length of service, mate of
pay or skill.
Questions And Answers

The institute then asks the following

questions for reply by the Minister.

The replies are given after each
question: —

Question 1: To what extent, if any,
is the Government’s civilised labour
policy intended to carry into effect a
policy of “ethnic segregation” in in-

dustty, thatistosay, to reserve in-

dustry for the exclusive, or at least,
completely preferential, employment of .
white workers? 1f so, what steps are
to be taken to provide employment_ for
the urban Indian, coloured and native
workers ?

" Answer: The object of the Govern-
ment’s civilised labour policy is to en-
‘sure that sufficient openings are created

* to absorb into the industrial fabric of

the comntry those workers who are ac-
customed to civilised standard of living,

" but who, being principally unskilled

workers, are upable fo obtain regular
employment owing to the competition
of other persons accustomed to lower
standards. The class: which this policy

\is- designed to assist Consist largely of

European unskilled workers, numbering
approximately 25,000 t0. 30,000, for
whom the Government has in the past
been expected to - provide relief
measures, It has become clear that
permanent avenues of employment of
these persons, and that temporary relief
is 2o longer an adequate means of
dealing with the matter. The necessity
for absorbing ‘workers of this
permaneat avenues of employment
at equitablerates of-pay, is generally
recognised by those concerned in the
industrial and commercial develop-
ment of the country, and the Govern.
ment is assured of their co-operation,

The principal object of the civilised
labour policy is to ensure that the ciass
of warkers described above 1s not de.
nied entry into wnskilled occupations
by reason of the fact that the lower
standard of living to which the native
is accustomed has hitherto kept the
rates of pay and other conditions of
employment for work of this nature
at a level which will not enable such
‘workers to live in accordance with the
standard generally observed by civilised
pasons.- The policy is in no way
‘assactated with any question of racial-
segregation, | T

~ Commissions Findings .
Question 2: If the civilised labour

) policy is not intended to operate in the
- way indicated, to what extent do the

findings of the Industrial Legislation
Commission commend themselves .to
the Governmeat as offecing the basis of

.a sound employment policy.

Answer : It will be plaip from what

" has been said above that amendments

1o the existing laws on the subject of
- wage regulation will be necessary, " In
thus connection the Minister has ex-
pressed his intention of giving effect, as

far as possible, to the recommendation$
of the Industrial Legislation Com-
mission. Ameading legislation is now

. in course of preparation. - .

Question 3: Will the Government re-
consider the Prime Minister's definition
of “civilised labour” with a view to
expressing more clearly the Govern-
ment’s policy, sothat the present un.

‘certainty as to its precise meaning may

beended? -~ .

Answer : Having regard to the re-
marks made in reply to the- first
question, it is considered that no good
purpose would be served by endeavour-
ing to recast any particular definition
or concept of civilised Iabour,” It has
been made clear, in the interpretations
quoted in the memorandum, that the
definition contained in the Prime
Minister’s circular, No, 5 of 1924, - does
not exclude any persomr by reason oaly
of hisraceorcolonr. - -~ ‘.=

Question 4: In what way does the
Minister think the various bodres in-
terested in social welfare including the
bodies whom the deputation represented,

can co.operate- with the- Govemment

for the stabilisation of industrial and
hving conditions so as to -provide the
unskilled and semi-skilled. workers of
all races with- wage rates and social
measuces throuh which they can. man-
tain a civilised standard of living? - -
Answer: The Minister feels that al

" bodies interested in social welfare can

be expected. to - co operate with 1he
Government by assisting to create a
sound body of public opinioa in regard
to the necessity for taking steps to
overcome the difficulties which un-

- skilled workers who are accustomed to

civilised standards of living experience -

" in obuaning suitable employment  In

his endeavours to raise the standard of
the lower-paid workers, the Minister
has need of the co operation of your

Institute and of all bodies interested in. -

the welfare of the people of this country. |
The public generally -do not sufficiently

apprecizte the consequeaces of the
social and econumic ck s of recent
years which have made it necessary 1o
absorb mto commercial and industrial
avenues of employment a large number
of European workers who in the past
would have been engaged in pursuits
'which are no longer available to them,
Developmeats in industrial organisation
have increased the number of

tions of a skilled and unskilled natun;-‘_

.. suitable for this type of workers, andit -

‘has become a matter of urgency to effect
the necessary changes in conmection”

with the fixing of mmimum wages and -

conditions of employment to meet these

- devolopments.; The whole subject is

dealt with very fully in the Inuustrial
Legislation Commission’s report, which
will no doubt be studied by all urgani-
satio_ns int_e:ested in the problems undeg
consideration, )

A
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Sir. Syed Raza Ali - Betrothed
THE betrothal of Bir Syed Rass Ali,
: "Agent of the Government of India
| to Miss V. Sammy of Kimberley is
anpounced. The marriage will be golem-
pised sccording to Mohammedan rites
" in Johannesburg within the mnext few
days, It wes etated officially that Miss
Sammy, who comes of & prominent
Todian family in Kimberley, bas left
Kimberley for Jobannesbarg, where she
will be converted to Mohammedsnism.
The actusl date of the wedding has not
yot been anndunced, althongh it is
‘ramoured that it is to be on Satorday. -
The Late Mrs. Sheik Mustapha
Hassim i ' .
The many friends of Mr. .Mustapha,
Hassim, a prominent resident of Johan-
nesbirg, will regret to learn of the sad
death of his beloved wife which took
~ place af her residence in Vrededorp on
Friday Jan, 10,at the age of thirty-five

alter a prolonged illness. [he late Mrs.

Hassim was of a very sociable nature
and had thus won the love ..a.nd esteem
-of all who had come in touch with hex,

The late Mrs Hassim leaves behind, her
sorrowing husband and seven children,

the youngest being two and a half years
and the eldest sixteen years old and
. alarge family to iourn .their sad loss,
. The funeral was attended by a large
aumber of friénds-and relatives. We
~extend to the.bereaved our. heartfelt

~ sympathy. L

Reaction' Of Races To Training
The Chief Scout of Nations, Lord
‘Baden Powell gives the following as
" one of the reasons for his present visit
to South Africa, “Lu the second place [
want again to stuly here the reaction
of the African races to the training and
“their ability. to grasp” the ideals -put
_forward in the Scout code and how far
this becomes part of their character for
practice in life.” , .
" Since the Chief Scout is here, we
hope he would see and remove the
Yeolour-bar” which is drawn around this
excellent world-wide movement in
South Africa.. Theré should be no room
. lor ‘castes’ among scouts and guides
~ and a declaration from the Chief Scout
ouglit to remove all" doubts on the
" quedtion. : : :

New Year Calenders _
' We acknowledge with thanks oalenders
for the new year from Messra John
Diokineon & Co., Uhoonilal Bros, Texas
- Qo., Up To Date Tauilors, The New India
Assuaranoo Oo-, and Nagrani, Rhodesia.
- Darban’s Uniidy Sireets .
Complaints from the Durban Publicity
Association regardiny the untidy condi.
tions of Durban’s main thoroughfares
have resulted in a proposal from . the
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Chief Constable, the Medical Officer and
the City Engineer that a by-law be
introduced prohibiting the distribution
_ of handbills in motorcars, which in their
opinion is tbe main cause of the un.
tidiness, Section 1 of the Public Health
by-laws relating to nuisances states:
“No person shall throw down in any
street, highway,.lane or other unauthor-

ijsed place, any handbills, placards,

notices, pamphlets or books; provided
always that those shall not prevent asdy
person handling or distributing any

- handbills or other things as aforesaid to

persons in any street, highway, lane or .
public place.” Reporting on this matter

the.Chief Constable states
“Ag it is thé persons to whom the
handbills are given, who throw them
down in the street, they only may be
wharged under the above laws, and as
go per cent. of such persons imme-
- diately throw the bills away, it is
almost impossible to deal with them.”

The City Epgineer suggests that the

present by-law be amended by the dele-
tion of the above clause and the substi-
“tution of the following :—

“No person shall distribute or cause
to be distributed any handbill, placard,
notice, pamphlet, or book in West,
Smith, Pine, Field, Gardiner and
Church Street, the Marine Parade and
QOcean front, nor throw ' down ‘any *of

. -the aforesaid articles in any street,

highway, lané or other public place.”
‘Undoubtedly, adds Mr. Watson, the
practice of disributing haadbills has
become a serious nuisance and has ‘added
considerably to the work of keeping the
main thoroughfares of the City clean
‘and tidy. - This has become nuticeable
of late owing to the increase in the
motor traffic and the number of vehicles
parked at all times in the streets. This
. has made it difficult -for the street
- scavengers to carry out their duties,
more particularly during windy weather,

Volers In South Africa.

According to figurea supplied by the

. Department of the Interior there are at
present 960,129 voters registered in the
Union. This represemts an inorease of
- 57,882 over the total in January, 1934
_Over this number there are 417,524
voters in ‘the Oape, 92,116 in’ Natal,
349,400 in’ the Transvaal, a :d 101,089 "in
the Free State. In the Uape there nre
226,324 men and 191,200 women, in
Natal 46,136 men and 45,960 women, in
the Transvaal 181,035 men and 168,365

women, and in the Free State 31,237

men aud 49,852 women. This amounts
tos total of 594,752 male and 455,377
female voters. "The fgares on January
1, 1934, were 486,903 and 435,779 res-
peotively, Of the number of voters in
- the Oape 190,903 men and 191,200
women arg white, 1,401 are Asiatio,

-
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21,596 are of mixed and Colonred vaces,
1,796 are Malays and 10,628 Natives.
In Natal there are 45,802 white men,
45960 white women, 10 Asiatics, 343
persong of mixed and Coloured raess, and
one Native. In the Transvaal and the
Free State all the votera are white, This
makes 8 total of 468,977 white male
voters, 455,377 white femalee voters,
1,411 Asiatio voters, 21,939 voters of
mixed and coloured origin, 1,726 Cape
Milay voters, and 10,629 Native voters.

Mayville Slum Clearance

The Durban City Conncil was not
prompted by racial motives when it
decided to deolare tha 16} narea of gronnd
at Orient Lane, Mayville, slum land. That

- ia the finding of Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr,

Minister of Health, who has communui-
oated his verdiat to the Oity Council and
the Indian Oongress, This proposal waa
oppoted by the Indian Oongress on be-
halt of Indian owners who are the prin.
oipal property-owners in the dlstrict.
The letter which has been received by
the hon. secretary of the 8. A, Indisn

" Congreas, states that Mr. Hofmeyr bas

dectded to confirm the Counoil’s proposed
action ander Seotion 16 of the Aot. The
Counoll’s scheme is for clearance of the
Orient T.ane area and 750 persons, Indisns
and nativesare affected by it.

Proposed New Indian Bus Route
If the Transportation Board gives ita
approval Indian buses ruuning between

' Alioe Street and Sydenham will in tuturs

travel via Toll Gato instead of Ovwerport
At Monday's meeting of the Durban
Oity Council it was decided to ' make
application to the Transportatioa Board
for permisaion to abandon the bum roats
along O!@ Dutoh Road, Beres Road,
Essenwood Road, S8ydenham Road, Ridge
Road, Sonth Road, and to substitnte for
it the following route: Old Datob Road,
Borea Road, Main Road, Randalls Road,
Rameay Avenue, Brickfields Road and
Sparka Road., This decision was oarried
owing to the strong appeal made by
Counolllor W. B. Grindford, who sald
the reaidents along Essenwood Road had
suffered for many months from the noise
of thia trao. Connoillor A. L. Barna
opposed the recommendation ouo the

_ground that Randalls Road was too

DArTOW.
New Marketmaster For Durban
Durban’s new Marketmaster Is Mr. J.

D. Davideon, who Is at present acting in
that position. This decision was taken

_ unsnimoasly on Monday in the Durban

QOity Council. .He suoceeds Mr. R. J.
Weatbeook who retived, and his salary
will be graded £615-£791,

Cricket Brings Promotion In Service
Dudley Noorse, the famous Springbok
orloketer, i8 to ba promoted in Darban

. Qorporation service. At Monday's meot~
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ing of the City Council it was decided,
opon the recommendation of the Conn-
oil-in-Committee, that he be made an
assistant in the Publi ¢ Health Depart-
ment Laboratory on grade £220-£308,
and that he shounid start st the top
grade in recoguition of bis fine services
to Durban and to South Africa. The
Finance Committee sgreed to the re-
ocommendation, .

Indian Employees Dismissed

About 60 Indisns employed by Mesers
Eddele (3.A.), Ltd., at thefr boot factory
in Maritzbarg were dismissed on Monday
following s lsbour disturbence at the.
fact.ry. Mr. J. Craib, Secretary to the
Company, told the Natal Mercury that the
Indiana concerned protested because sn

old Indisn employee of the firm had -

been moved from the work he had been
doing for some time to work which was'
pald at a lower rate, ~“When they
threatened to strike wo dismissed them,”
Mr. Craib mid. The Indisns collected
onteide the factory-shortly before two
o'olock but there was no disorder., When
Inter a ropresentative of the Nafal

Morcury vigited the factory there was no

sign of the discontented Ind.hns-

' £75 Or Nine Monlfu For Sdllng
Yeast

A fine of £75 or gsol for "pine .

months bard labour for selling 1e, 6.
worth of yeast to a native -was imposed
on Suleman Eeeop, an Indian,. aged 2R
years, who appeared before Mr, B. M.
Lang in the Durban Magistrate’s Courts
on Jan. 9: Two previons convictions
for the pame offence during last year,
when he was fined £25 or three months’
imprisonment and £30 or six months’
imprisonment were admitted by Eseaop.
Mr. G. G. Byron appeared for the Crown.

South Afﬂcan Hindu Youth Move--_

menl

At a recent meehngot tho Hindi bom-
mupity of Durban North “The South
African Hindi Youth Movement” was
insugurated, The objeots of which are:
(1} To open Hindi schools wherever
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L. S8amsunder, K. Ramdaas, B. Smgh and

Bahadar Somers. .

“Panorama” in the course of a lotter
in the Naial Advertissr payg -

It is confessedly true that the Hindi

seotion, generally known as the “Caloutta”
section, is not marking time with the
other poctions of the Indian comwaunity
in its social activitiee, and I am parti-
cularly glad that the day has dawned
when a bold step has been taken by our

- pioneers to actualise those mighty ideels £

cultursl life by which the theooratie
schievements of our fathers are to~ be
protected and oo.aserved . . .  The
formation of movements- such as the

‘Hindi Youth Movement in every section

of the Indian commnnity will help to re-
move any religious or social -barrier, if a
general body eonstituting npmentatival
froi the various denominational organ-
isations, be inaugurated. It is pleasing
to note that one of the objecta of this new
movement is to wmite the Hindi com-
maunity. I feel strongly that any social
or religions disunity is a factor in the
political disanity of a nation and the

_ Ipdiav commonity as s whole can only

be upited politically it the evil effects ct
social dmmity ars eradmated.

tThe City Indian Taxl Owners

A ssociation
The first annual general meehng of

- the above Aseooiation was held on Jan 7

at Mr. -Abhmed’s residence. before afalr

_attendanoce. The President Mr. - B R,
" Naidoo presided.
which wae submitted showe& the groms -

The Secrefary’s report

income of £316 7 6 for the year ending

. 31st, Dec 1935 * The expenditure for the

- following officials were elected for the -
ensuing year: President Mr. B. R. Naidoo

poarible, (2) To instrnet the children in-

the high ideals of Hinda culture and

civiligation, (3) To graut bursaries to pro-
mising’ pupils to further their siudies
overseas or to import Hindl teachers from
India, (4) To aseist the poor and needy,
(5) To encoarage phyeical suliure, (6) To

upite the Hindi community, - The fol-

lowing were elected offico bearers for the
ensning year: President: Mr. Bisasur,
vice-presidents: Meesrs. Mahais, B. Ra-
mouthar and 8. B. Singh; joint secre-
taries: Messrs. @. R. Maharaj and 8. Oree;
treasurer: Mr, R. 8. Maharaj; trustees:
Mesers- Bisasur, R. 8, Maharaj and Babu
Baldeo Bingh; anditor: Mr. D, Mfadban;
committes members: Messra, K. Mudhan,

sameé pcriod  smounted to. £14171 &
leaving o nett credit balanee of £1756 2. -

This wes upsnimounsly confirmed. The

(re-elected); Vice-Presilent Mr. S B.
Shalk (re-elected); Hon. - Joint Hecre-
tarfes Mesera. 8, Ahmed and J. M. Rsm-

- singh; Hon. Joint Treasurers Meeors. S, .

Ally und C. B, Shaik; Committees Messrs.
M. N. Nuidoo,  R. Manie Moodley, J..
Manuel, 8. Sheriff, T. Mahcmed. " A.

Baker, 8. Dawood, R. H. David a'ad

0.X Lawrus

Prayer For Rain :
" Reunion Shri Sabathan Smbjmeek

_ Bhajan Muadal. and the residents. of --
Reunion and Ieipingo offered prayers on' .

' Sunday last to -“Indra Dev” the Rain

God at the Temple Hall. There was's
fair sttendence and Mr. Kalideea Maharaj

- offoiated. Direotly after the above
the 1lth annual genaral T
meoting. was hold nnder the ehmrman-r

ceraemony

chip of ‘Mr. Nsinsmgh- “The finaneial

statement reflected a balance of £42.8.7.
and {t was hoped very soon to effect a:
transfer of the Jand kmdly douatad by__ .

Mr. Mahee Ram,

21

A Farewell Reception
A farewell reception nnder the anspioes
of the Fair Breeze and -District’ Hindu
Sabhs, was ncoorded to Mr. 8. R. Bhlki.
ram, 8 well-known resident of Tongaat,
who'waa leaving for India on a short
“visit to his panntu. Mr. A. Jeeawon, the
Chairman expressed his deep sense of
gratitude towards the constant self-denial
of Mr, 8. R. Bhikiraw in furthering the
interest of the Sabha. He bid him God
speed, and hoped that he <would once
- more retnrn to these shores with refresh-
.ed energy and vigorons health, carrying
with-Eim thé bappy wmemories of his
visit. Mr. Bhikiram was then garlanded .

- socording to custom, and was requested -

to acoept a small token as a mark of love
and respect from his associates. Other
- speakers wera Messrs: M. “Yusuf, Budri °
- .Gungs, O. Ramoarayan Msharaj, 8.
-Mohideen, 0. M, Khar, 'B.. Arjoon and
Harli Maharaj who ' eulogised his fine -
example with their hearty wishes for' a

- safe and prospervus voyage home, &

bright and happy slay in his mother
country, and a cheerful return to thrir
‘midst. Mr. Ramnath Mahsraj, on be-
-half of Mr. Bhikiram suitably replied
and in addition ‘donated 8 sam of ten -
shillings to the Sabha for the purpose of
-purchesing books for o!uldren learnlng
- the Vunsoular T

Ladysmlth Notes

§ [From ' Our Oorrespondent]

ONGRATULATIONS to Mr. Ahmed
- Ebrahim Dhoda; on his marriage’
- .-t Gharleatown_on Sunday last;'. :

RS S Cricket T
. The culﬁnm 0. 0 met s A R. I C- 09'
for the Panday’s Shield Oompahtlon oo

" Sunday Jast. " The Colenan batted firat
-and scored 96 runs to which 8.A.R.1.0.C.

_ replied with 81 rapse. Colenso in second

ionings compiled 57 ruvs for 1 wicket,
-stamps were drawn at 6.30 p.m,: Top
- soorers. were Jugdaw -32;. - Chupty. .20,

“and V. '0." Naldoo 25. - The mateh” will -

. be oontinued on Satnrday next at 230

m OBltnary -,

On Thnrsdny Jannary 9 thara passed
away at Ladysmith Mra. Deenr Mahomed,
mother of Mr. Jemail Deen Mahomed,
the well known sportsman of Ladysmith,

- The deceased was: 74 years old. - The
funeral took place on Friday morning
and was lnrgely nttended by all denomi-
mtlonu. s .

Weddmg

The marriage of Mr. anpalhee (lon

" ot Mr. and Mr: S8ancho) of Tongaat  with -

"Mien Shyamwathee' Bechoo will take
placs at.the bridee residenos,. Plessialaer
on:Saturday, Januéry- 18 1936. antial

 Geremony commences at 8pm. "~ .-
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Effects. Of Higher Education
THE Rt, Hon, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru
and Mr. Sachchidananda. Sinha, two
eminent lawyer politicians of ‘'modern

India, réeview the effects of higher edu- .

cation in India -during the last fifty

years'in their respective gonvocation "

addresses at the Patna and Lucknow
Universities respectively, “I cannot
' reconcile myself to India’ becommg a
nation of learned beggars,” declares’ Sir

Tej .-Babadur subjecting - the present

system of education to scathing criti.

" cism, and pleads for. co relating educa- .

“tion to employment. The system should
be given a new bias, he says, ‘securing
"on. the one hand the true interests of
culture and on tlie other :the material
interests of a large numnber of the stu-
dents. ' He .wants school. education to
be re-organised’ and University courses

to be of a. specialised character. And

since under the new constitution educa.
" tion is likely to be more provincial in
- character, he wants that some machinery
should be devised te securz inter-
Provincial co-operation in order to -pre-

vent unhealthy competition. . Addressing -

a direct word of advice to- the students

regarding the future, Sip:T.'B.:Sapru

‘warns them against their. nationalism
-degenerating into’ racialism' or - being
- divorced from ratiopalism. . The' true
foundation of freedom-ia India, he con-
cluues, should be tolerance;

N Mr Sinha’s Call

My, Sinba's is an-eloquent call for
* development of national character and

annihilation of the communal virus, -

According o hiin; higher education’ has
proved a sort of lndian'Kenaissancé and
-what Indian youths’ require iy a ‘prac-

ticabie ldeal which will elevate them -

towards nobleJeeds in' “their " lives,
While decrying the British Parliament's

‘attitude towards India in 'imposing an -
unwanted constitution on her, Mr Sinha
is of the: opmlori- that the best cemedy
lies in workmg it, not for what it is-
worth, but for what we are worth- Mz, .

Smhzy also makes a fervent appeal to

kill tlie communal-demon by impressing
.on th% various commumtles the ldennty
" of their mte:ests . .

'Japanese Poet At shaminiketan

Impressive scenes were witnessed -

- when two of Asia’s outstandmg “per-
sonalities met alter a' lapse of years,
The vccarion was Prol. Yone Noguchi's
visit to Visvabharati. Dr.” Rabindra.-

nath’ labore, welcoming the * Japanese
Poet, recalled the warm recept:od ‘given

to him oy Japanese people 15 vye:lrk ago
and said, “i'was wmtmg for'ag opportu-

Mo

t
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nity to welcome my dear friend, who is
indeed the best messenger of Japanese
culture and civilization ” Chanting of
vedic hymns of welcome was a special
feature of the reception. Dr, Tagore
translated them into English' for Prof.
Noguch:, who, replying, said, “To find _
and sing new beauties of Nature is the
proud endeavour of a poet and- man

- must become part of nature in order to

understand the deep meaning of poetry.”
Prof. Noguchi was shown round the
Ashram after the reception was over
and latér returned to Calcutta, * *

Higher Youth"

In the course of his. address to
‘students’in London Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru said, “I think there is something
of that h:gher youth in me and I there-
fore find it & pleasure to mix with young
men and women of my country, For I

- try to get something from their energy.

To my great regret many of our younger
"people are terribly old in their hearts
and in ‘their’ minds, - Sometimes I have

- -come {0’ the conclusion that' they are

bornold. Butit is a truism that the
next generation will have to come from

-the youth of a country and [ think it is

to them that we shall, nghtly 1ook for

. the futu

Kumbh Mela A ;Great Hinda

- - Festival. .
At dawn -on Jan. 7 over a m:lhon
devout - Hmdus plunged into’ the icy

water at the confluence (Friveni) of the -

sacred rivers of the Ganges and Jumna,
in the belief tlmt their past sins would
be washed away and they ‘'would gain
great . future blessings. The festival,

. knowa as Kumbh Mela, occurs every r1a

“over’ India. -
Aare thronged with huts and- tents.-

years and attracts pzlgnms from: all
The river banks and sands
The

Government have stationed special

-British_ and Indian . officials ‘and ‘100

doctors and aurses with ambulances to

.-assist the devotees, many of whom are

aged and sick, They devoutly believe

. that the immersion will cure their ills

“which the pilgrims bathe,

and restore their - youth.. The Ganges
‘during the recent monsgoh floods carried
away hundreds of yards of sand from’
Government
engineers, working day and night, built
a hdge dam on the higher reaches and
diverted the fierce current, thus making

. the sands accessible and preventing the

bathers being swept away.. Special
‘roads to the railway stations have been-
constructed to accommodate the rush of
pilgrims who are expected to npmber

'; three million by January 25, the Iast day
of the festival,

‘rioting and culpable homicide,

Great Exponent Of Indian
Dancing

Mira Devi in an interview thus des.
cribed the beauty of Indian dancing.
‘She said : “I am not justa dancing girl
you have known. [ have been working
to raise the level of Indian dancing.
I dance to express kife and express it as

. an Indian. . Dance is really a mirror of

life. I dance to portray all sides of life
as it really is, Here is something of
which [ am particularty fond—the Naga
{Cobra) dance,”” So saying; she began

- to move her arms with grace and
" thythm to show its meaning,

“I wear
a black Benares sari, woven with gold,”
she explained; “by a flow of its edge I

. get the effect of a cobra swaying to

music,” As she swayed from side to
side her whole body, she graw ex-
pressive and took on a dozen different
expressions ip a moment, convincing
- the correspondent that he was watching

-real snake charmer working her will on

a savage cobra at her feet, “By my .
dancing anod my life,” she continued,
“I try to show the people the essential
things of life, for instance its joy, That
is why I am perhaps an idealist about

. my art like all lndian artists.” “This
. for example,” she added, as.she showed

with perfect gestures the meaning of the
spring dance, “is symbolic of youth's
reverence for all that is beautiful and
too great to understand in life,* Asked
about her music, Mira explained how
she sang ancient. melodies and had

- written them down as she sang. Simi-

larly, she had taken many of her peses
from ancient frescoes in Ajanta caves

and Ellora temple sculptures,

Sequel To Benda Raid -

The sentence of imprisonment for life,

“passed on a private of the King's Regi-

ment on charges arising out of a raid by
soldiers on the village of Benda in' July
last, has been quashed on appeal, The
judges held that the man was guilty of
not
amounting'to murder, and sentenced

"him to seven years' rigorous imprison-
‘ment, The case arose out of an inci-
" dent at the village of Karodi, where a
~ soldier frightened an Indian woman and

was assaulted by the villagers. The
‘following night some soldiers of the
ngs Regiment raided the village of
Benda, mtstakmg it for Karodi, and
injured 13 villagers, one of whom died,
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THE TRANSVAAL ASIATIC LAND

* TENURE ACT COMMISSION

-

A PRELIMINARY STUDY OF THE REPORT (PARTS I AND i)

HE Commission’s terms of reference
provide that, in framing proposals

as to the exercise by the Minister of

the power to withdraw land from the
operation of the prohibitions against
occupation by Coloured.persons, under
Section 1314 of the Gold Law, the Com-

mission shall be- governed by the

following considerationsiw—

(a) The charcter of the occupant,
and, in the case of occupation
for trade purposes, the nature of
the trade carried on;

(b) the period during which illegal
ocrupation has cohtinned ;

(c) the character of the area occu-
pied, i.e. whether such areas are
already largely occupied- by
Coloured persons or are  pre-
dominantly European ;

{d) the wishes of the other occupants
in those areas; oo

(e) the hardships which the enforce-
ment of the law wodld involve:

The Commission considered itself pre-

cluded by its terms of reference from
giving consideration to proposals put
before them, (a) by an Indian organi-
sation for the repeal of the restrictive
- claeses.of the Gold Law, and (b) bya
Chinese organisation for the exemption

of the Chinese community from _the

restriction clauses of the Gold Law,
The South Afican Indian Cbngress
and the Transvaal Indian Congress
refused to appear before the Commission,
on the ground of their opposition 1., the

Asiatic Land Tenure Act {i.e. Act 35 of

1232), which. they had previously de-

clared to be “unacceptable’ in principle,

While the principal of segregation is
. involved it should be noted that, where.
as bazaars or special areas under section

131 of the Gold Law are for the xclusive.

occupation of the Coloured persons for
whom they are provided, the areas ex.
empted or withdrawn under Section
131A are not closed to Europeans.

The Indian case- was placed before
*the Commission by the [ransvaal Indian
Commercial Association, a body created
for the purpose. The Chipese, Malay,
and Cape Coloured communites were
* also represented before the Commission,

Thé Report

Parts I and IT of the Report of .the
Commission were published in “one ~

volume in July 1935, and these deal,
in Part I with the historical and legal
aspects, and in Part Il with the Johan-
nesburg situation, and make recom-
mendations as to areas for Exemption.
Part 111 (which has now been published)

I,

By .
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will also deal with Johannesburg (sups
-plementary) and submita register of the
Coloured persons affected by Gold Law
prohibitions, . with recommendations as
to individual cases. .Further parts will
deal with other towns in gold mirning
areas. The first volume is the most
important, because of the questions of
general principle dealt with in it.
The Cothmission, in making its re-
commendations,
final consideration of its térms of refer-
ence; viz, “(e) the harpships which the
enforcement of law would involve” as

" requiring of it: that it should keep in

mind the history -of the:law and the
failure to enforce it; " the long period |
during which those communities ad-
~ versely affected by the law of 1908 have
. been in occupation of the areas; and
the failure to provide altemasjye 4areas
tc which those dispossessed could go;
and “not merely-the consideration to be
given of hinrdship-in individual cases,
but the nature and extent of the pro-
.vision which' should be ‘made - for
mecting the neéds of the Coloured
" community, including both Asiatic and

South African- Coloured sections, as a

whole™, - ,

The Commission, in the ' present
volume, bas endeavoured to formuilate
rules to guide it in considering the
position of individual traders and resi-

. dents under Section (1) of its Terms of

Reference quoted earlier.  No- attempt
can be made in this statement to sum-
marvise this part of the Report, since -
the individual cases fall into different
-categories and each group' would have
tobe dealt with atlength. The full
effects of ' the’ Commission’s " guiding’
rules in dealing with the various cate.
. gories will only be appreciated when

* taken into account with the remaining

and unpublished pams of jts Report;
(1t should be noled however that (he Com-
mission says : In view of these facts- it must,”
“we think, be recognised,” that the Asiatic
and South African Coloured communities in
cerlain mining lowns and more éspecially in
Johannesburg, have been placea in a very
exceptional and ambiguous position as the
result of the imposition in 1908, under the
conditions then prevailing, of resirictions of
the rights and 'liberlies . which they had

hiterto enjoyed, and of: the subsequent non— -

has interpreted the

enforcement of these restrictions. [t muh?,
therefore, in our opinion be unreasonable
and inequitable lo regard those Asiatic and
South African Coloured persons who are fo-

- day in illegal occupation of premises on land,
subject lo the Gold Law prohibitions as .
wrongaoers who are, so lo speak, oul of
Court, and debarred by the very facts of,
their situatioh from making good any claim
Jor exemplon from the provisions of the law
which they hque conliravened. Distinctions
will no doub! have 1o be drawn according lo

* the special circumslances of “individual cases,
but generally speaking the hardships which
enforcement of the law will now involve
thusl, we think, vank as an important facto *
in arriving at decisions as to the nafure and
extent of exemplioris fo be granted.)

) To b E.‘Mt:@ed-. o . » o
~ Sequel To.Colour Bar
Resolution -

'HE following letter, headed: “United
Party and Culour Bar,” is issued
... . for publication:— =
“Following upon the unfortunate re-
eolation passed at the Port Elizabeth
Congress. of the United National Party
and the snbsequent resignation.from the
Party of Mr, R. J. du Toit M.P.,. we, the
undersigned (nine}) Committee members
--of the Pinelands Branch .of the United °
National Party, after carefal deliberation
and disoussion, have unanimously decided
that owing to the following facte: (a)
That Mr. Du . Toit’s action has onr fall
approval and support; (b) That we give .
Mr, Du Toit a definite mandate to oppose
suy introduction of the Colour Bar into
the United National Party’s constitntion;
(0) That Clause one of the rule governing
Party membership passed - at Port Eliza-
beth definitely lays down the Oolonr Bar
in rural constitnencies; (d) That Clause
two permits. of non-European member-
ship on snfferance only and then is still
' subject to approval, firstly, of the Pro-
vincial Head Oommittee and finally of
the next Provinolal Congress of the Party, -
before such. membership ean -become
operative; (¢) That Clause three, which

- "provides for non.European membership

only es a separaté organisation, also
" introduces the principle of the Colonr

Bar into the Party’s constivation; (f) That
we are of the coneidered opinion that the
principle for which we have alwaya stood
and snpported has been thrown sgide and
that we cannot see any likelihood of thig
unjust decision being reversed, we regret
that we - find it - impossible to remain
members of the United National Party-
and have accordingly resigned, . . .
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Australia And Eastern Province
N less than two days Australia oom-

pleted itn fixtures against the Eastern -

Province and easily won their fourth’

Provincial match by an innings and 144 -

rons on Janvary 7.  Australia oollected
325 runs in the firat innings, galaing a
lead of 233 ruuns, but this wase far beyond
- the scope of the local batamen, for they
‘failed for a gecond time, being dismissed
for 83, MoeCormick and Grimmet conld
not be resisied, thoogh Fleming nobly
stuok to his wicket for 84 wminutes for
~bhisl2 - ' o ‘

- Ancther Innings Victory
‘ A sgurprise awaited the Austiralisns
* when they took the field on January 14
_to ~dispose of the -last three Border
- wickel& t0 enable them to. win by an
‘iininge and 14 runs, .
. The soores were:-Border (first innings)
“ 209, Australia (first innings) 351, Border
_ {second innings) 128, e

‘ Third Unofficial Test In India

" The third unofficial ‘test "betwedn the

Ausiralians and India began ‘o Friday
" Jennary 10 ard ‘Jskted vfour days.
Batting first, ‘In:lin. was dismiss il * for
149, Wazir Ali, who scored 76, including
12 4's, in faultless fashion, 'being:the
.only - bateman able to scope:-with the
Australian attack. Nagel -with'- four for
27 was the mnost: successful- bowler, - At
. the oléee of play Australia had soored 71
. for three wickets,” The match 'bédgan in
- idenl wealher ‘before s emall crowd- - The
- ‘tarf was ‘in‘excellent ‘condition, " Wasir
Ali, who cuptained India, wod the-toss
and had’ elycted “to bat. - Replyirg'to Al

India’s ! firat ~-funings - total of 149, the’

.. Austruliace ocb'_réd 166. "Macartney- wes
higheat scorer with 34 whileNisear ‘fook

 four wickets for 72 and Amir | All ihires

" for 15. - At the dlose of play)All' India
.. in‘its second inninge scored. 177 ‘fok ' the
~ loss.of three wickets, Bannerji getting 70
and Wazir Ali 84 ot out, At''thécon.
- olusion uf the third day’s play the ‘Aust

" raliam towriats 'fonnd the'‘Indisns in a

. winning -position.. All " India’s: gecond
- innings reulised 390; which left ‘ the
Australians the:task ‘of - securing: 374 'to
win,-. At the olose of play the visitors,
with only three.wiokets in ‘hand;’ still

required- 216 runs to save the matoh, and - )
' “soored 62 runs (V. Govindeamy 11, C,
".Kisten 15, N. K. Sham I1, R. P. Boni

were.in a apparently -hopelres ‘poshtion:
For all India, Wasir Ali-scored a forcefal
92, while the most sunccesstul : Anstralian.

" batsmen were Ryder, with 70;-and ‘' Mor-

risby, with 53.  For the ‘Australiany

Leuther took five wiokets for' 102 'runs,

All-India won the unofficial ‘Test matoh
 beating Tarrant’s Australian team by 65
. rans. The Australians in' their s.cond

innings soored 216 runs.. .. ‘
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- . indian- Intertown Cricket

Maritzburg’s innings olose@ for 68
Ttons, M. I. Yusuf took 6 for 36.
Durban opened with Osman Bunckus
“and O. Jooma to the howling of Relddy
and Muathoo. With -Jooma's score at
eight he was bowled, the total belng
12. G. Mshomed followed <anA ‘played
out time. Resuming next day, :Buokus
lost his wicket at 22, having hit ap eight,
Thera followed a prolific partnership
between Mahomed and Doorat, -this pair
carrying the total beyond that of Maritze
burg, and when Mahomed was caught off
Reddy the board registered 112, of
which the outgoing batsman had soored
48. Rsjoo Pillay was beaten by the first
ball from Reddy, but with M. I. Ynauf
in, another big partnership reeulted. The
batenen, playing freely, 100k the total to

. 200 when Docrat had the misfortune to
be bowled by a foll tosg from Mash- -

money for 93. He had given a chance

_leas display. A. C. Yusuf. partncred his
brother, buc after scoring 3 was run oat.°
" M. E. Aemal lost Yasuf shortly after for

a quickly hit 80. The total was then
255 for seven wiokete. Asmal and

Chengiah  both . lost their wickets im.

medistely after lunch for 14 and two,
and Barmania declsred at 265 for nine.
Reddy and Maslamoney were the best
bowlers with four wiockets aplece.
Maritzsburg, in the second innings, made
103 (Maslamoney 36, Y. 8- Cassimjee 20,

+ Reddy 11, Muthoo, not out, 25).. O.H,

Buckua took five wickets for 53 and

M. T. Yusuf five for 36. Maritzbarg

were beaten by an innings and 94 rane,

. Stanger vs. Vernlam -
The Stanger United indian Cricket
Olab '‘met the Vernmlam .Indian Criok:t
Olabin a friendly ygame on Saonday at
the Stanger school ' ground. - The home
team won the toss and sent the vleifors

"into bat. ‘Their first inniogs reulised

-41 rans (V. Govindsamy 10, 8. Chineamy

* 10 not out; V. Augustine three for six,

R. P. Soni three for nine) - After a

- ‘shaky elart the, Stanger’s total' reached

" 95, mainly due to a-bright .45 by R. P.
Sont. . In their second innings Yorulam

seven for 34, G. Beohoo iwo for two,
The home team knocked off the eight
rnns required for the loss of two wickets,
thus winning by eight wickets, Qiabs

- desiripg mateches should address -their

ohallenges to-O; Auguostine, Cooper Street
Stanger, S ‘
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Estcourt Notes
“{ From Our Correepondent )

Licence Refused

'HE rural licensing board £ .r Weenen
County sat at Estcourt on Janoary

8 The Magistrate, Mr, A. Austin
Burge presided and was supported by
Mesars Van Rooyen, T. E. Tarner, Jones
snd Col. D. Mackay. OConsiderable in.
terest was oentered in the hearing of an
application for an Eating ‘house loenoce
tn Bopbissrust, Winterton by V. O,
Reddy. The objectors were represented
by the following, Mr. L Yonng by Mr.
Chad wiok; Horner by Mr, Hellet; I, B.
Mayet by Mr. R. M, Drommond and
Uta Winterton Farmers Aesoolation by
tham3elves while the applioants sttorney
was Mr. J. Macanlay of Ladyemith.
After a longthy hearing the Board ugp-
animounsly refused to grant the licepoe
on the grounds ‘of no necessity, A
eimilar application by 1. B, Mayat

of Winterton was snbaequently with.
drawn. ' '

Mr."Sewlal D. Shanker Leaving
For India

A large'namber of Irdians thronged
the rallway station on last Monday. morn-
iog to bid Au Revoir to Mr, Sewlal D,
Shanker Maharaj -sho wiil be sailing for
India on Monday next by the 5. 3. Kemya,
Mr. Sewlal who has been -reaiding herve
for s number of years earned g wide
popularity. Hoe alsc'evinoed keen inter-
et in the sporting aotivitiea of - the local
Indians. The objeot of the trip to India
is to join in the bonds of matrimony and
his numerous friends desire to express
through the medium of this column their
sinocerest wish for- a safe and onjoyable
journey also for a speedy retarn to
Natal, :

Death Of Shaikh Hajee Abdool

Sattar

. Hajee Abdool Batiar passed away
pencefully on Mondey January 13 at the
8ge of 57. His demise removes not only
s well known personality bnt an ardent

. worker towards the upliftinent of ednos-

tion. After two years of Invalaable’
aservioe aa 2 Moulvi in Estoourt he return-
ed to India,from whence he made his
fourth pilgrimage to Mocoa the Holy

- Land. He also visited Bagdad, Iraq, sad

other placee of interest. Lale in 1924 he
retarned to Bouth Afrios and assnmed
dndes at Estoonrt till bis death. His
genlal disposition earned 'him ' many
friends thronghoat the Union, India and
other places. At his foneral on Toesday
morning 8 represeniative crowd from all
seotions of the (ndian commnnity from
various towne in Natal attended. He
leaves four children the eldesat being a
son who is studying in Dhoraji.



