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PREFATORY NOTE.

Babu Shib Chunder Bose is an enlightened Bengali, of
matured conviction and character, who, having received the
stirring impulse of Western culture and thought during the
early period of Dr. Duff’s work in the General Assembly’s
Iustitution, has continued faithful to it through all these long
and changeful years. His extended and varied experience, his
careful habit of observation and contrast, his large store of .
general reading and information, and his rare sobriety and
earnestness of judgment, eminently qualify him for lifting the
veil from the inner domestic life of-his countrymen, and giving
such an account of their social and religious observances as
may prove intelligible and instructive to general English
readers. In the sketches which he has now produced we are
presented with the first-fruits of “the harvest of a quiet eye”
that has long meditatively watched the strangé ongoings of
this ancient society, and penetrated with living insight into the
springs and tendencies of its startling changes.

Although I had no special claim to any right of judgment
upon the present phases of Hindoo life, the writer took me
early into his confidence, and from the apparent quality and
sincerity of his work I had no hesitation in encouraging: hinr
to persevere, recommending him, however, to leave historical
speculation to others and to confine himself to a faithful deli-
neation of ‘facts within his own experience. ~While his manu-
scripts were passing through my hands, I took pains to verify
bis descriptions by frequent reference to younger educated
natives, who, in all cases, confirmed the accuracy and reliability
of the details. The book will stand on its own merits with
English readers, whose happily increasing interest in the forms
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and movements of Hindoo life at this transitional period, when
the picturesque institutions and habits of thousauds of years
are visibly and irrevocably passing away, should gladly welcome
its fresh and opportune representations. And all who, viewing
without regret the decay of the old order and avimated by the
faith of nobler possibilities than it has ever achicved, are
actually engaged in the great work of religious regeneration
and social reform in India, should find much in these truthful
but saddening sketches to intensify their sympathics and give
definite direction and guidance to their best cfforts.
W. HASTIE.
TrE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S INSTITUTION,
23rd March, 1881,

Secoxp EpirioN.

My worthy friend, whose high character and sound judg-
ment always impress me more deeply, insists on retaining my
introductory word of recommendation in his Secoud Edition,
although his excellent work now stands secure on its own
universally recognized merits. I heartily congratulate him on
his well-deserved success, and especially on the practical sym-
pathy which he has so largely awakened in earnest circles.
The very favourable recognition which he has reccived from
the most competent judges and critics is not more generous
than just, and it stamps his production ag of solid snd endur-
ing value, His Second Edition appears most opportunely
when Englishmen, interested more than-ever in India, are
eagerly seeking the means of estimating aright the intellectual
and moral characteristics of his countrymen, and amid the
many extreme, interested, and passionate outcries of the par-
tisans of the hour, they will find no source of information
to which they may more safely turn for guidance than these
candid, conscientions, and careful sketches,

5th November, 1833. w. H



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

—_—

THAT a gecond edition of my work—% The Hindoos as they
are ”—has been called for within so short a time as two years,
has afforded me, I need hardly say, the greatest possible
encouragement. In presenting this edition to the generous
public, I beg to say that it has undergone a thorough revision,
and a chapter has been added on *Married life in Bengal.”
For the convenience of foreign readers, it has been thought

*necessary to append a glossary of the vernacular terms inters-
persed in the text, which I hope will be found useful for the
purpose intended.

In conclusion, I have to offer my most grateful thanks for
the very liberal support ‘extended to it by
The Rt. Hon. the Secy. of State for India in Council
H. E. the Viceroy and Governor-General of India.
H. E. the Governor of Bombay.
H. E. the Governor of Madras.
H. H. the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal
H. H. the Lientenant-Governor of N. W. Provinces.
H. H. the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab.
The Hon. Sir Steuart Bayley, K.C.S.L .
The Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces.
The Chief Commissioner of Assam.
The Chief Commissioner of British Burmah.
H. H. the Nizam’s Government.
H. H. the Gaekwar of Baroda.
H. H. the Maharajah of Mysore.
H. H. the Maharajah of Burdwan.
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H. H. the Maharajah of Travancore.
H. H. the Maharajah of Vizianagram.
And several other distinguished Native Chiefs, &e.

In London and Edinburgh, the cordial reception the work
has met with, and the very favorable opinions passed on it by
the Press—brief extracts from which will be fouud at the end
of the volume—have far exceeded my most sanguine expect-
ations. Such encourhgement, I need hardly add, furnishes a
strong stimulus to the further prosecution of my humble
literary labors, undertaken under a decp sense of the respon-
sibility attached to a trustworthy description of the present
manners and customs of my countrymen, and with a hope of
facilitating, if possible, the work of philanthropists to ameli-
orate their social condition and raise them in the scalo of
civilization.
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Achmany jalpdn

Adhibdssi ..,

Adhyapaks...
ﬁdigangd e

Agmaney ...

Agrajanma.
Akibarrabhde

Akhanda ...

Albols

Alkkells ...
Alpand ...

GLOSSARY

——s b 36 3

... Sweetmeats prepared with flour and sugar, and
fried in ghee, which are considered as con-
taminated by the orthodox Brihmans if
touched by a Sudra.

... Present of sundry articles, see p. 53. Preli-
minary rite in meritorious acts.

... Professors of Sanskrit.

o« Original sacred stream of the Ganges. Itis
now known as Tolly’s Nullah.

... Songs expressive of joy on the near approach
of Durgi-puji.

... First born:

... Dinner given to bride or bridegroom in honor
of approaching wedding; also entertain-
ment given to friends and relations on that
occasion.

... Means whole, uncut. Sdris, female’s garment,
are generally woven by pairs, to be divided
into two at the time of use. But sdris
for ceremonial use are woven single, and
consequently they need not the service of
a knife. These latter are called akhunda
sdris.

... Smoking apparatus,

w. A garment copied from the Mahomedans.

... Painting with rice paste.



320
Auna

Amdbashyd
Ananda Néru

Anchal vos
Andurmahal

Anna con
Annapr dsan

Auntarjali

Antmora

Aowni Bdwuilindin
pitla bhdt Rhdwni.
Apar-pahshya

GLOSSARY.

.. Cotton saturated with lac, for painting the
edges of the feet and toes of Ilindoo
women, It is used both for beautifying and
preserving their bare feet from cortoding.

«» The dark night.

.. Ananda means rejoicing; and Ndru, s ball,
A kind of home-made sweetmeat prepared
at times of domestic rejoicings,

... The end of female's garment which hangs
over her shoulder.

.. Female apartment; zenana.

... Boiled rice.

.. First feeding ceremony, which takes place
generally on the sixth lunar month for the
male, and seventh for the female child.

... Few minutes before death, the dying person,
especiully if old, is taken to the edge of
the river, and placed there under water
knee-deep, his or her toes touching the
earth under water, and the body resting
on the lap of some of the attendants, who
are generally relatives, and these latter at
the zame time keep reciting the name of the
guardian deity of the K4ili Yuga, and put
drops of holy river water in the mouth
of the dying person, who is so kept there
till the last spark of life goes out. This
process is called Antarjali. But unhappily
this simple and comparatively inoffensive
prictice is so often abused by the unscru-
pulous and designing men to gain their end,
as i3 described in text, p. 259, that it
is justly considered a cruel and heartless
practice.

we Helicteres isora,

Cake festival has arrived, let us enjoy for three

} days, eating cakes, rice, &c.

«ee The fortnight immediately preceding the fort-
night fa which Durgi-puji takes place.
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Apar-pakshya tarpan Qblation of water offered to departed ancestors

zirglu' e
Aripdto ...
Askrams ...
Assdr .ae

Assirbéd ...
Asuchi ..

Aswatha ...
Atab chdl ...
Atab rice ...
ﬁlcowray ..

Alterddn ...
Ayos e

Aystri e
Aystrihood
Aystrism .

Ayurveda ...

during ihe fortnight immediately preceding
the fortnight in which Durgi-puji takes
place.

«» Consecrated articles, p. 71 note.
+.. Eavesdropping.

... Habitations of sages. [August),
w« Third month of the Hindoo calendar (July—
.. Blessing,

.- Jmpure state. In case of death or birth in a

family, one mouth in the case of Sudras, and
ten days in the case of Brihmans, isobserved
as impure, daring which period the whole
family is prohibited from taking partin any
religious ceremony-—even giving alms to the
poor, paying obeisance to seniors, or greet-
ing equals are also forbidden.

... Ficus religiosa (Pipal).

... Rice husked by drying in the sun,

... Table rice.

... A ceremony which takes place on the night

of the 8th day from the birth of a child.

..« A cup for keeping attar or otto of roses.
... Bridesmaids. Unlike Christians, Hindoo bride-

grooms have no sponsors, biidesmaids (ayos)
being engaged on both sides. Hindoo
bridesmaids must be married women
whose husbands are alive. Their rumber
is generally five on each side; but this
might be varied into more or less according
to circumstances or convenience, the odd
number always being observed.

... Opposed to widow, i.e., one whose husband

is alive.

w. Opposed to widowhood; state of husband

being alive.

... Opposed to widowhood ; state of husband

being alive.

.o A Sanskrit work on medicine.
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Bdbd s
Bdbd Thdakur
Bdchhd ...
Bael e
Bégdi
Buaitak-khdnd

Baitarant ...

Bakrede ...

Bild
Bale buto sdri

Bdmdchdri
Bémun ...
Bdpu

GLOSSARY.

... Papa father; a term of endearment when
addressed to a boy.

+.. Another form of Shiva; god of hobgoblins.

«s A terms of endearment, used in addressing
children.

... A hard shelled fiuit.

... A low caste Hindoo (labouring class).

.. Sitting or receiving room.

o A rite performed generally at point of death,
like the extreme unction of the Itomish
Church; for detail see p. 256, note.

. & DMahomedan festival, whben gosts are
slaughtered in large numbers.

.. Bangle.

.. Fancy Sdri, with rows of Bals fluwers,
woven,

.. A sect, followers of K4l

.. Corruption of Bréhman.

... Same a8 Bdbd, a term of endearment appli-
cable to boys only.

Bar  konay bachay

thdkug

Bardbharan

Baranddla

Barfi voe
Bargis ...
Barjdtras ...

Barra Bau_
Bdrsik ...

«ss A phrase indicative of Blessing used by beg-
gars and others who come on the morning
after marriage, and before the bridegroom’s
departure, expecting to get sometbing from
bridegroom’s father. It means—May the
bridegroom and bride live long.

... Presents of household articles given by bride's
father to bridegroom.

... A winnowing fan (Kulo) with sundry articles
emblematic of prosperity, plenty Ac. It
placed in front of bride or bridegreom on
their reception and departure.

.. A kind of sweetmeat.

«.. Mahratta marauders.

-.. Bridegroom's friends and relations who accom-
pany the marriage procession.

... Elder daughter-in-law.

... Annuity given to Brilmans,



Bérwdri-pujé

Bdsarghar

Bdssanti ...

Badssi- Bibdha
Bdig
Bata

Batdsd ee
Badti .
Bau -

Bauti e
Buyddadb ...
Baykanta ..
Bayri
Belbaran ...
Bhabdni ..
Bhabitarbi...
Bhddrabau
Bhdja

Bhdjd shdd

GLOSSARY. 323

.« A pujh (worship) mainly got up and supported

by aid of subscription and fees levied on
marriage festivals on bridegroom. Shop-
keepers and dealers in country-produce
are the chief patrons of this puja. They
raise a fund by levying small impost on
purchasers on all transactions. By this
means, sometimes, in favourable quarters,
a large fund is raised and wasted, which,
had it'been properly applied, might have
done immense good to thg country.

... Sleeping room on marriage night for the

happy pair.

.s« Yellowish; this color is emblematic of Spring,
and is used by the gay and sprightly on
the advent of that season.

... Literally stale marriage; ceremonials which
take place en the morning following the
marriage night.

.o» A tray for betel-nut.

e Ficus Indica.

... Native sweetmeat.

... A cup,

«» Daughter-in-law; sometimes, amongst lower
classes, it means wife.

.« Old-fashioned bracelet, a costly jewel.

v Want, of good breeding.

... Heaven, Paradise,

... Kind of tongs.

.= A ceremonial rite of welcome.

. Another name of Kdéli.

.» Fate; dispensation of Providence.

. Sister-in-law (younger brother’s wife).

v Sister-in-law (brother’s wife).

.. Parched peas, &c., given to women enceinle
on the seventh month of their pregnancy.

Bhdrey mé Bhaldni. An expression used by drunkards, meaning

« Mother Kdl: is within the bottle.”
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Bhdsdn ...
Bhdsur ...
Bhdts

Bhavénando
Bhayto ...
Bhrdtridvitiya

Bhudeva ...
Bhumi-sanya
Bhupadd ...
Bichuti .
Bidai or Buldya

Biddhi shrdd
Buddya Sunder
Bidhabd ...
Bidhdté ...
Bidhdté Purush
Bij mantra

Bijwyé ...

GLOSSARY.

... Immersion of image in river after being
worshipped.

«. Brother-in-law (husband’s elder brother).

- Professional genealogiats.

«+« A popular ballad singer.

. Literally rice-fed; it means weak-stomached.

. A festival in which sisters entertain brothers.

s God of earth.

«.. Wanting land,

v A girl's name.

. A stinging plant (Fragia involucrata).

« Literally means farewell ; also means farewell
gift.

«es Ancestor worship on special occasions.

... A popular play.

e Widow.

... God of Fate.

o« God of Fate.

... Literally bij means seed ; mantra, incantation
or formalary, Certain formula a spirie
tual guide (gurx) imparts to his pupil,
which is to be his daily prayer, but reli-
giously forbidden to repeat to the hearing
of any one else. The ceremony of impart-
ing Bij mantra is like the christening of
the followers of Jesus.

o Day for immersion of Durgh in river; or the
fourth day of her puja.

Billapatro or Billow... Leaf of Bael tree, a tree considered holy by

Biraha ...
Bisveswar ..
Bodan Ghar
Boidya e
Bore -

Bowbhdt ...
Boyra ...
Brakmachdri

* the Hindoos.
«.. Sonys expressive of pangs of separation.
«. The presiding god of Benares.
«e. Place where preliminary rites are performed.
... A Sanskrit work on medicine.
. A jewel worn round the waist, by juvenals
only.
. Bridal dinner.
«.. A kind of nut, Terminalia belerica.
... Religious mendicant.



Brihman ...
Brahmatras
Brata .
Brisakdt ...

Cassay ...
Chidar ...
Chdl -

Chdimdér ...
Chdnakya sloka
Chandan ...
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«-- Sacerdotal class.

«« Rent-free grants of land to Brihmans.

«. Vow,

«« A painted log of wood, with an ox carved on
its top. It is mecessary for higher grade
shrdaddhas.

o« Literally vain ; unconsecrated.

«.. The creator, first person of the Hindoo Trinity.

«se A kind of grass.

«.. Sheet for covering the body. A loose vesture.

«-» Literally roof of thaiched huts; colloquially
uncooked rice ; here (p. 100) it means the
semi-circular frame over the images.

«-- Fan made of tails of Thibet cows.

... Yerses compiled by Pandit Chinakya.

«.. Sandal paste.

Chandi or Chardi- A book on Goddess Durg; also another name

puthi
Chandra ...
Chaundra-puli
Chdpkdn ...
Clwppalee
Charak-puji
Charak-Swasra
Chdrdls ..

Charkd ...
Chdrpoy ...
Chdru
Chatuspiti
Chhddluhtaldh
Chhdnd ...

Chhita ...
Chhillam ...

$  of Dargi.

o' Moon.

«es A sweetmeat.

-.. A garment.

... A kind of cake.

... Hook-swinging festival.

<= A Sanskrit work on medicine.

<. Liow caste Hindoos, who are considered very
impure.

... Cotton-spinning apparatas.

... A string bed, used for carrying the dead.

.. 'T'able rice boiled with milk and sugar o
ceremonial occasions, and consecrated.

«e= School kept by learned Brilmans for teaching
Sanskrit,

«.. A temporary shed, where certain portion of
marriage ceremony takes place.

.-- Coagulated milk ; native cheese.

... Gram parched and powdered.

<« It is & part and parcel of the smoking appara-
tus of the Hindoos, generally made of earth.
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Chhoto DBau
Chholo~ma
Chick -
Chinirmurki
Chird ven
Chird-vdjd
Chogd ...
Cowries ...

Crore

Débar ...
Dagdrs ...
Daibajna ...
Dék

Daksha Yajna

Dakshing ...

Dakshindnto

Dal oo
Dal var ...
Dalapati ...
Dalls
Dén e

Daénsdgar ...

Dasaratha

Ddsi voo
Déid aes
Dayur ...
Debatras ..
Debipakshya
Debtd con

Dewd-thowd

GLOSSARY.

we Xonnger daughter-in-law,

++« Literally younger mother.

«ss A gold jewel (chain-like) for neck.
«»s Parched rice coated with ayrup.

«e Parched rice (flattened).

«.. The above re-parched.

«+s Overcoat.

«oe Shells current for small payments, fractional
part of a pie.
«e Equal to ten millions.

.« A vessel for various use.

... Literally burnt,

-« Astrologer.

.o Tinsel-ware,

e A popular play,

... Fees to officiating priests ; also small amonnts
given to priest class after enteriaining
them,

ose Linst rite in pujd ceremonies.

«» Peas; split peas boiled.

<« Chief and common food of the Hindoos.

«=« Head of a caste-party.

«ss Parties.

... Gift,

<o Literally # Ocean of gifts.,” It is a mode of
shrdddha, very expensive, intended for mil-
lionaires.

.. King of Oudh, father of Rima Chandra.

«eo A maidservant.

.. Chaiitable person.

oss Brother-in-law (busband’s younger brother).

... Rent-free grants of land in name of some god
or goddess.

ase The fortnight in which Durgi-pujad takes
place.

... God.

oss Literally giving and taking presents, &c.



Dem_ili vee
Dhék
Dkér . ...
Dharmo Shabhd
Dhole ..
Dhuts -
Dipay o
Dobjé e
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% Kali-puja night. A festival observed by
illumination and fireworks.

«es A big drum.

.« Paddy.

«s Assembly for discussion of religious subjects.

«se A small dram.

... Lower garment for male,—i.e., sheet of cloth
worn round the loins,

«se A betel-box.

... A loose vesture.

Dole or Dole Jitird.., Commonly known as Holi-festival,

Dome -

Dome Saraya

Durgé e
Durgdtsab

Durvd .
Dvija .-
Eed e
Ekddashi ...
ERrldi
Fukirs cer
Fulsharya

«« & low caste Hindoo (street-sweeper, worker
on bamboo-barks).

... What the Domes supply, t.e., baskets, &e.

««« A goddess with ten bands, whose worship is
performed, with great pomp, in Lower
Bengal, in Sept.—October.

s Durgé-puji.

-« Grass.

o+« Twice-born or regenerated. Brdbmans are
called twice-born : their ficst birth being
their natural birth and second, the meta-
phorical, when they are invested with the
sacred thread (regenerated). This term is
also applicable to birds, because they are
supposed to be born once when eggs are
laid ; and again when eggs are hatched.

... A Mahomedan festival.

<. Eleventh day of new moon as well as the same
day after full-moon (days of close fast for
widows).

o See Urani.

v« Mahomedan mendicants.

«s Literally bed of flower. It is the third night
after marriage, which is a night of festivity,
in bridegroom’s house, snd passed in all
manner of jollities. Also i$ means the pre-
sents given by girl's father on that occasion.
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Ganesha vee

Gdnlchhdrd
Garibparbar

Gary
Garu
Gaétra-haridrd

Gaurt e
Gdyatri ...
Gayldsh ...
Ghar d
Gharbasdth

Ghar-Jamaye
Ghata

Ghatak
Ghungur ...

Ghunsi ..,
G!'lay ase
Ginni

Giri Bdld...
Gokhaddk ,..
Golappdss
Golemal ...
Gopinis ...
Gote or
Goylas ...
Grahajdg ...
Grdmoati ...

GLOSSARY.

«- An elephant-headed god, son of Shiva and
Durgs.

... Bridal knot.

... A flattering term used by up-conntrymen.
Literally means Supporter of the poor,

... Cow; figuratively illiterate,

... Water-pot with a tabe attached, as a teapot has.

... Ceremony of besmearing the body of bride
or bridegroom with turmeric.

<« Maiden name of Durgd.

... Divine prayer enjoined for the Brihmans.

... Glass, drinking vessel

... Large water-pot.

.. Ceremony of visiting father-in-law’s house
three times within the week after marriage.

<. Son-in-law who lives with, and is solely
dependent on, fatber-in-law.

... Earthen water-pot used in religious cere«
monies.

... Go-between ; professional match-makers.

«: A jewel for juvenals, which makes jingling
sounds on least motion, worn round the
waist or ankle,

.. String worn round the loins.

... An unedible fruit.

«« Female head of a family.

... Name of a girL

«ss Beaf-eaters.

..« A vessel for keeping rose-water.

... Confusion.

.. Milkmaida, Kriskna's sweethearts.

««+ WWaist chain.

«-. Milkmen.

.+ Religious atonement.

... Stop-money given to urchins of the neigh-
bourhood to prevent the nuisance caused
to the bridegroom on bis way to the bride’s
house, by pelting him with stonea and
other things—a privilege sanctioned by



Guiru
Gurumohdsay
Gydsur ...
Habbishee ...
Hékim ...
Handi
Hara .
Har:
Haribole
Hdérikdat ...
Hdris
Haru Thakur
Hdéi-bézdr ...
Hdthd
Hdthchhari
Héyi-dmld
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custom. This bears some affinity to the
European practice of casting old boots and
shoes at the wedded pair by the relations
on their making exit from the house.

«« Literally senior, master ; spiritual guide.

... Pedagogue, village echool-master.

«« The presiding god of Gya.

».. A dish for sages in days of yore; a pure food
according to Hindoo notion.

... Mahomedan physician ; also a judicial officer.

... Barthen pot for cooking purposes.

... Another name of Shiva.

... Another name of Kriskna.

«.» Unlike one of the ten commandments in
the Bible, “Thou shalt not take the’
name of the lord thy God in vain™—
Hindoo shastra enjoins to repeat the name
of god as often as possible. Consequently
some of the bigotted Vaishnavites day and
night repeat the name and turn their beads.
Hauri is another name of Vishnu, the second
person of the Hindoo trinity, and bole means
sound. Consequently it is considered meri-
torious to repeat the word ¢ Haribole,” as
often as possible, during the funeral, in order
to keep off all worldly considerations, at
least for the time.

... Sacrificial post; it is like a two-pronged fork.

+.. Mehters.

... A popular ballad singer.

... Purchases ; marketing.

... A ladle.

... A method of discipline to enure early attend-
ance in vogue in village schools.

... Befuse of spices ground down into a paste.
Two women, whose husbands are alive, and
who are known to be uncommonly doated
upon by their husbands, are selected frum
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amongst the friends and relations of the
bride, who, sitted opposite of each other,
face to face, grind the above ingredients,
at the same time keep & small quantity of
honey in their mouth. This paste, thus
prepared, is supposed to possess some
hidden charms, When the marriage cere~
mony is going on in the courtyard of the
zenana, the female relatives and friends of
the bride throw lumps of this paste at the
bride, from a respectable distance, ss an
inevitable means of winning the bridegroom
over to the bride, and bringing him (the
bridegroom) under the all-powerfulinfluence
of petticoat government, Sometimes rice
coated with treacle is used instead.

Homa ... Burnt offering.

Hukkd ... «» Smoking apparatus.

Indra - ore King of heaven,

Jdchi-jdchi «» Coming, coming,

Juganrdtba .. The presiding god of Pooree in Orissa.

Jagat - World

Jagatdhdtri wes A goddess; literally means Bother of the
world.

Jai vae ... Victory.

Jai Kdli Kalkdld-wdli An exclamation generally used by illiterate
and low people; literally means Victory to
Kdli, the presiding goddess of Calcutta.

Jalpdn .., ... Sweetmeats in general,

Jdmd ... Waistcoat,

Jdmdi Shasthi « A festival; day for entertaining sons-in-law.

Jauma Ayesiri ..« Life long ayestrihood,—i e., neverto be a
* widow.

Janmdshtumi «ee A festival (Krishnd’s birthday).

Jarawyd ... «ee Jewels set with precious stones.

Jasam ... s A gold jewel for arm.

Jasodd ... s A milkmaid, the fuster mother of Kriskna.



-! ditra doa

Jatuk e
Jhal -
Jhi .-

Jhuldn

Kabirdj ...
Kackuri ...
Kihans ...

Ké;alpa’thd
Kalé Bau ...
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-« Departure ; also Dramatic performance.

-« Literally small money-presents given to bride
and bridegroom by friends and relations on
the consummation of marriage, and to
child on its first feeding ceremony.

... Literally hot; pungent ; preparation of spices,
generally given to mothers at childbirth as
& stimulant acting as a preventive against
cold.

... Maidservant ; literally Daughter.

.-« The swinging festival dedicated to Krishna.

... Hindoo physician.

... A kind of cake.

--. Quantity numbering1280. A kihan of cowries
(shells) is now worth four aunas.

.o A collyrium case.

... Ganesha’s wife.

Kald-kdta Amdbashya The dark night immediately before the Dur-

Kaie

Kdl, ghdt ..,

Kdli maikey jay
Kali-yuga ...

Kalie
Kdllya

Kalpa -
Kémdhenu ...

ga-pujé, so called because the gardeners on
that day collect all the plantains they can
for sale during the festival.

o A goddess with four hands and dark-com-
plexioned, whom thieves and dacoits worship
before setting out on their nefarious pur~
poses.

.+ A holy place in the southern suburbs of Cal-
cutta, where stands the shrine of Kdli from
time out of mind, after which, it is said,
Calcutta is named.

. Victory to mother Kali,

.. One of the four great periods of the world;
it is the present or iron age,

.« A kind of pulse.

s A Mahomedan dish.

... Ceremonial rite prefatory to pujé proper.
e A cow which gives milk at all times of the
year; also an imaginary Leavenly cow.
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Kanakdnjuli «s A ceremony performed immediately before 8
bridegroom leaves his bouse to join mare
riage procession; also in pujé ceremonies
before Vdsdn, or immersion.

Kinchd shdd .+» See note to p. 306.

Kdnadri ... «« Brazier,

Kaowra drak «. A kind of scent; decoction of the Kdyd
flower.

Kartd ... oo Lord ; owner; male heasd of a family.

Karatdl ... e Cymbal; a kind of circular metallic musical
instrument,

Kértik ... we A god, who is a celebite; therefore he is

considered as a cbild-god and worshipped

by those who are not blessed with children,
Késar «e A circular metallic instrament producing,

when struck, a loud and harsh sound,
Kashye or kasaye .. Butcher.

Katd « A land-measure: one-sixteenth of & biga ==
720 sqr. feet.

Kdiyayana... .. A sage.

Kausalya ... ... One of the wives of Dasaratha, and mother

of Riama Chaudra.
Kdyastha or kdyasto... Writer caste.

Kerdni ... .o« Writer.

Khd-khé ... .. A cant term meaning lonely.
Khai ... Parched rice.

Khdnsdmé ., oo A valet.

Khapparer Sard ... Sacrificial vessel (earthen) for holding blood
of the immolated animal.

Khérd ... ... Sacrificial sword.,

Khari «. Chalk.

Khasdri-ddl ves A kind of inferior pulse,

Khdsgayldp ... Staft encased in cloth, which accompany

marriage processions.
Khdsgayldpwdllds ... Those that carry Khdsgayldp in marriage

processions.
Khayur ... «. Obacene songs.
Khickri ... v+ Hodge-podge; a dish of mixture of dil and

rice.



Kkirarckhdck
Khoddband

Khoké ...
Khole -

Khopd ...

Kinkhad ..
Kittanis ...

Kobi, .
Kobiwdlld ...
Komarpdtid
Koptd .
Koray-rdur
Krishna
Kulag-marjddd
Kulins -
Kulo -
Kumdr ...
Kumdr Sarya
Kumdris ..
Kuati

Rurmd es
Kusdsans ...

Lajjé-bastra

Lakshmi ...
Lakshmi ..
Lamb-rass...
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o A sweetmeat,

oo A flattering term used by up-countrymen,
equivalent to * Your Worship.”

.. Baby (male).

«.« A musical instrument like a drum, with both
ends tapering to a smaller circumference
than the centre.

«. Hair gathered and wound round on back of
head of Hindoo women.

... Gold embroidered cloth.

... Band of singers and musicians with a head
female singer.

.. Popular ballad.

«.. Popular ballad singers.

... A jewel for juvenals, worn round the waist.

... A Mahomedin dish,

«- A virgin widow.

... An incarnation of Vishknu. [scale.

+. Honorarium given to one higher in social

«.. One higher in social scale.

... Winnowing fan, made of bamboo-bark.

... Potter.

... Pottery.

o« Virgins.

... Mother of the five Pandavas, the well-known
heroes of the great epic poem Mah4bharat.

.. A Mahomedan dish, R

"woe Grass seats used on ceremonial occasions.

oss Marriage season.

.« A piece of cloth for covering the bride

" and bridegroom, 50 as to screen them from
public gaze during certain poriion of mar-
riage ceremony: thus initiating her into
the seclusion of zenana.

... A popular ballad singer.

«.. Goddess of wealth and prosperity.

o One of the 12 signs of the zodiac; Aries, the
ram.,
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Lankd e
Lion-rass ...

Lowkatd ...
Juchi e

Mé
Mudhusuda
Mdduli ...

BMMdgo mé ..

Mahd 4stami
Mahdbhdrat

Mahddeva
Mahdlayd ...

GLOSSARY.

... An imaginary island of gold, egg-shaped, sup-
posed to be the present Island of Ceyloa.

w. One of the 12 signs of the zodiac; Leo, the
lion,

. Social custom, [ghee.

... Akind of cake, like chuppatees, but fried in

... Mother.

+ee Another name of Krishna,

... A small casket made of gold, silver, or copper,
used a8 a receptacle for charms, &e.

.. An exclawation of surprize generally used
by women, equivalent to Ok mother |

... The second day of the Durgi-puji.

... One of the two great epic poems of the
Hindoos.

... Another name of Shiva,

«ee It is like the All Souls’ day of the Romish
Church.

Mahdmdydr Bdzdr ... A cant phrase, meaning—Itis the day and place

Mahdpdyd..

Mahkur Sankrdnts

Mild -
Mild-chandan
Muall -
Mantra ...
Manu wan
Mdnvanjan
Mérkando ...

for amusement and revelry,
.« A covered palanquin,
.. The second day of the Cake Festival.
... String of beads ; also garland (of flowers).
.+ Sandaled garlands.
oo Anklet.
... Incantations certain formulas of words.
<. The great Hindoo lawgiver.
... A popular play.
... Name of a sage.

Marwipord Bréhman. The priest who officiates at the time of cre-

BMa Shasthi
Mauhk ...

Maurparkhi
M aynd soe
Meld ser

mation of the dead.

-« A goddess (patron d¢ity of children).

e One lower in social scale to the kulins.

.= A boat fitted as a stage for masical choir; it
is 8o called from its resembling a Maur, or
peacock.

.» A talkative bird,

«« Fair, exhibition.



Aethdi or Milde
Methr dnis ...
Mlechus ...

Monddé ' ...
Moong-ddl...
Moonglwdr

Moort .

Moti .
AMunis ...
Murdafardshes

Murkhi ...

Nabam? rdtri

Nabarattan Tdgd
Ndégdrd ...
Ndgds e
Nahabat

Nabiddhi ...

Nal or nul
Nanad e
Nanadhhdmee
Nénni-muka
Narun .
Ndtch s
Neybuful ...
Nidan
Nim

Nimfal ..
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... A kind of sweetmeat,

... Women of the sweeper caste.

«. Literally unclean; filthy; a term of eon-
tempt used by the Hindoos towards Maho-
medans, Christians, &e., who are not clean
according to Hindoo idea of cleanliness
and purity.

... A kind of sweetmeat,

.. A kind of pulse.

+ss Earthen-pot. It is one of the articles which
compose Baranddld.

.. Literally head ; a victim.

«ee Pearl,

« Sages or saints.

«« Undertakers.

«« Parched rice coated with treacle.

... Ninth night from new or full moon. Alse
night of the third day of Durgéi-puja.

« A gold jewel for arm.

<= Big drom.

... Hindoo mendicants.

<« A concert of nine musical instruments; it
is generally played from a lofty place, for
which a temporary stage or tower of bam-
boo is made, which is also sometimes called
Nahabat, but propeily Nahabat-khana.

«ss Offerings to gods or goddesses.

... Pipe.

... Sister-in-law (husband’s sister).

«.. Money-present given by bride’s father to her
husband’s sister.

«.. Ancestor-worship.

«». Nail-cutter.

... Dancing,.

.. A jewel for juvenals worn round the waist.

ess A Sanskrit work on wmedicine.

»se A sacred tree.

... A jewel for juvenals worn round the waist,
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Nindd see
Niranjan ...

Nishi e
Nitdi ..
Niumbhanga
Pddris ...
Pdgri e
Pdji v
P4ké deykhd
Pikg jalpdn

Pdlki aos

Pall-ball ...
Pdn ee
Pduchéli .
Panchimrila
Pdn-din ...
Pépar ...
Parakdl ...
Plhrbane ...
Pashming ...
Pdtsald ...

P allra YY)
Pétira-darshani
Paus e
Paus Sankrdnt
Paykdti ...
Phig
Pikdin ...
Pinda
Pirdli

Piray o

GLOSSARY.

«» Finding fault with,

... Immersion of image in river after being
worshipped.

«« Midnight:

... A popular ballad einger.

..« Literally means breaking of rules, The day
from which the restrictions imposed during
mourning are removed.

««. Missionaries.

... Head dress, a turban.

oo Mean, wicked.

... Final marriage-settlement.

... Feast given of sweetmeats only.

«s A kind of conveyance carried by four bearers
on their shoulders,

... A vegetable much liked by tlie Hindoos.

«es Betel.

oos. Musical drama. Popular ballads.

.-+ See note, p. 306,

ees A tray for betel-nuts, &e,

.« A kind of cake,

«s Next world,

... Festivals,

«re Woollen,

-« Village school.

... Literally leaf, letter; marriage agreement.

.. Present of money given to would-be bride-
grooms,

ove Ninth month of the Hindoo calendar : Decem-
ber-Janusry.

«eo Liaist day of the month of Paus; the second day
of Cake Festival.

«« Faggots.

« A kind of red powder used in Holi festival.

«es A gpittoon.

».. Funeral cake.

... An outcast.

.o Wooden seat.



Pugh e
Piyhdpd ...
Poua e
Poldo -

Projipati ...

Prdn -

Pratimds ...
Pratipada ...
Pravakar ..,
Préypschittra
Pronim

Prondmi ...

Puja
Purvabishaka
Purohit ...
Puspdmpali ...
Puthi
Rddhd -

Rdj -
Réjd
Rakshasis ...
Rdma Chandra
Rimdyana

Rdmproidd
Rdr-kdthé ...
Rds * .,
Rasogolla ...
Rdvana ...
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«.. Rice-paste.

.« A jewel for the back.

«« Sacred thread of the sacerdotal class.

« A Mahomedan dish, now become fashionable
-amongst Hindoos.

- God of Fate, another name of Brakmd, the
creator, the first person of the Hindoo
Trinity.

s Literally life; termx of endearment used in
addressing sweethearts,

o Images of gods.

«.. First day after new and full moon.

«. Litera!ly sun.

«s Atonement.

... Bow, a mode of saluting the senior in vogue
amongst the natives of Bengal.

« Small amounts of money offered to gods and
goddesses at the time of making obeisance
to them.

« Worship.

<« Orgies,

oea Literally well-wisher of a family; family priest.

~s» Offering of flowers.

»se Manuscript sacred books,

«» Krishna’s principal sweetheart, a milkmaid.
Rddhd and Krishna are model lovers.

... Reign, kingdom.

<=« King,

«s. Female monsters, or eannibals.

..« The deified hero of the Rdmdyana.

< One of the two great epic poems of the
Hindoos.

. A popular ballad singer.

<. Widow-handed, i.e., without any jewels on.

<. A festival of Kriskna.

«« A kind of sweetmeatl

..t The monster king of Ceylon, with ten heads
and twenty hands, the principal hero of
the Rémdyana.

X



338

Rayktib .
Rayowbhdts
Raywos ...
Rek
Rishis

Sdbhd .

Sadhavds ...
Sddkoi e
Safeyds ...
Sdheb loques

GLOSSARY.

«os ‘A small plate (dish).

- A clnss of people who are neitlier beggars
.nor relizious mendicants, of decent appear«
ance, and in social scale below the priest
class, whose precarious living is the occa-
sional charity pgiven them during the
shrdddha and marringe ceremonies, Cone
sequently, they are of all the most trouble-
some and discontented people, and, like
Oliver, alwdys ask for more,

.. See Rayobhdts,

«. A small basket for measuring grain, corns, &c.

-« Saints, sages.

.o« Assembly,

... Those whose husbands are alive.
«. - Virtuous woman,

... Pounded rice,

«s JEuropeans,

Sajuti orSanjuti Brata A religious vow, performed by unmarried girls

Sakhisangbdd

Sdhtas .ee

Sakti
Sdlgrém Sild
Sdli .
Samdjik ...
Sdngi -
Sandes
Sandhya ...
Sang e
*Sankha-dhani

Saplami ...

only.

.o« Songs expressive of news conveyed to Krishna
by Brinda (one of Krishna's sweuthearts)
of the pangs of separation felt by the
milkmaids.

<o A religious sect, followers of Xdli, who can
ofler animal sacrifice and eat animal food,

... Literally strength., Another name of Kdli
(wife of Shiva).,

... A household god.

.. Sister-in-law (wife's sister).

o« Social presents.

... Flate.

»es A kind of sweetmeat.

v.. Literally evening ;,daily evening service.

o». Carricature representation

«. Sound of conch.

ses Literally seventh day of the new and full
moon ; first day of Durga-puja.



Stlré o
Sdra Sangraha
Saraswdli .,.
Sdri o

Sarjya-toldni

Sarvusun ...
Sastydn ...

Sati s

Satin
Sauddmani ...

Sawsur ...
Séwsuri ...
Seyteyrd-pujd

Shdd ave
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... Earthen vessel, covering for Handi.

... An abridged Sanskrit work on medicine.

«.. Goddess of speech and learning.

«e Is a piece of clofh, 5 yards long, by 1} yards
wide, for adult, with borders, the ground
‘generally being white, but sometimes colored,
striped, checked, or otherwise. It is the
only garment of Hindoo female, which
covers ler from head to foot,—that is, one-
half is worn round the loins and the other
half serves the purpose of covering the
upper part of her body, as well as veiling
the head. Widows are religiously prohi-
bited from wearing bordered or colored
sdris. They use a piece of cloth of same
length and breadth, but always white.
However, they are allowed tb use silk saries
(of course unbordered and uncolored as
above) on festive qccasions.

« Honorarium paid to bridesmaids for remov-
ing the temporary bed set up for bride and
bridegroom on the night of marriage,—an
office which they are privileged to perform,

o= A Sanskrit work on medicine,

... Religious atonement ; a service like the mass
of the Romish Church.

... Literally chaste; a name of Durg4 ; immola-
tion of Hindoo widow.

.. Rival wife.

... Name of-a girl; literally lightning, to which
she s likened.

.. Father-in-law.

... Mother-in-law.

<o Worship of the God of Fateon the 6th night
after birth of a child. '

.o Means ¢ desire.” Here (pp. 306-7) it means
a ceremony and entertainment given on the
th, 7th, and 9th month of pregnancy. On
which occasion all desirable (palatable)
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Shundhyd-pujd

Sharat- Shashi

Shdstra
Shaydmd ...
Shwddi
Shiva ver

GLOSSARY.

eatables are given to pregnant’ women, as
well as to the female guestsinviten This
ceremony originated with the idea that this
is the most ciitical time for a wowan, and
she might not survive the (sweet) pain of
childbirth; so the relations and friends
become anxious for her, and feed, clothe,
and entertain her in the best way they can.

... Special puja oun the second day of the Durgi-
Puja festival.

... Literally moon ef a particular season, when
she shines brighter than ever, Ilere it is
the name of a girl, who is likened tv the
moon of that season.

.« Sacred book.

.o Another name of the goddess K4li,

- HHemp.

... The destroyer, third person of the Ilindvo
Trinity.

Shrdd ov Skrdddha ... Funeral ceremony.

Shobeboi dt
Shuva-dristi
Shuva-karma
Siddha ves
Siddha ehdl
Sidheswdri
Sindur
Swundurchupri

Swnti .
Sité

Sitdhaur ...
Sital Shasthi

Sitdvoge ...
Sutori s
Sloka ves
Smriti ven

.« A Mabomedan festival,

«s» Auspicious sight.

« Meritorious work,

.« Any thing boiled,

... Rice husked by boiling. .

oo Another name of the goddess Kdli.

... Veimillion.

... Toilet box made of bamboo-barks lined with
shells ; silver ones are made for the wealthy.

.. A Jewel for forehead.

«ss Rima Cbandra’s wife, heroine of the Rdma-
yana,

. A jewel for forehead. -

«o. Another name of the goddess Skhasthi, whose
festivity is vbserved by eating stale foud.

~e. A kind of sweetmeat.

... Presents given in winter.

< Yerses.

«e. Sacred book,
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Sondrchdnd <y Literally golden moon; a term of endearment.
Sorosh e ... Sixteen different kinds of gifts allotted to
Brahmans during shrdddha ceremony. They
-are as follow :—
1. Land, or its value.
2. Seat (wooden) or a piece of carpet.
3. A waterpot.
4. A plate with rice.

5. A plate with a piece of cloth.

6. A plate with 8" garland of flowers.

7. A plate with a piece of sandalwood.

8. A milch cow, or its value.

9. An umbrella.

10" A pair of shoes,

11. A tray for betel-nat.

12. A lamp-stand.

13. A piece of silver,

14. A piece of gold.

15. A bed.

16. A plate with afruit, generally a cocoh-
nut.

Sri . " . Emblem of prosperity and beauty; it is
made of rice-paste, of conical shape; and
with its colored ornaments, which are also
made of the same material, it bears a
distant resemblance to a Xmas cake.

Srimat Vagbat «. Sacred book of the Hindoos, especially for
the Vaishnab class.

Sruti e «.. Sacred books; traditions.

Subachani ... -« A goddess.

Sudra . ... Servile caste.

Suji - ... Grainy flour,

Sukdsan ... «.. Literally comfortable seat; bridal convey-
ance.

Surjya .. as Sun,

74bij o s A gold armlet,

Tdgd - «« A jewel worn above the elbow in theshape

of a bangle,
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Témdshé ...

Tantra Shdstra

Tip
Tdrahdr ...
Tarkdri ...
Tastiram ...

Tatwd e

Tér oo
Terchd Sdri

Théhurddldn
Thdlurghar
Thékurpo ...

Théld ves
Z’bétta
Tbeyli v

Thuk-thak

Tila Kénchan )

Shraddha
Tirthas
Toddy-hhdnnd
Tom-tom ...
Trisul e
Tulsi .

Ulu, Uln, Ulu

Unghia
Urdni

Uliari

GLOSSARY.

... Sport, jokes, fun, amusementa.
« Sacred books of the Sdkta sect.
< Heat.

<« A gold chain for neck.

.. Vegetable dish.

«.» Religious mendicant.

.. Literally enquiring after one’s health, In
case of relatives presents are given un such
_ occasions.

oo A gold jewel for arm, and a costly one,

* .. Fancy Sdri, with slanting rows of flowers or

stripes.

"... Place of worship.

... Place of worship,

... Sisters-in-law (elder brother's wife) use this
term in verbally addressing their busband's
younger brotbers.

..« A large plate (dish).

.« Pleasantries.

«s Widow's garment, a piece of cloth without
any border or color,

... Supernatural influence.

... Inexpensive funeral ceremony,

... Places of pilgrimage,

..« Where fermented palm-juice is sold.
soa Drum.

o+« A 3-pronged weapon,

«. A holy plant; Ocimum sanctum.

... Sounds indicative of exceesive joy uttered by
women only on certain ceremonial occasions.

... Corset,
+es A loose vesture for covering the body ; some-
times worn over chapkan, frizzed.

«os A sheet of cloth worn by the chief mourner
for one month, at one end of which an iron
key is fastened to keep off evil spirit,



Vaisknavas
Vdsdn ..

Vith ane
Veyld .

Vikraméditya

Vilwu -
Vipra ..
Vishnu ...

Vojun .

Yama .

Yogas or jogas

Yudhisthira
Yugas ...

Zabardast ...

Zendnd ...
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. A'religions sect, followers of Visknu, com-
monly known as Bairdgis.

«» Same as Niranjan, or immersion.

-.. Boiled rice.

v Semicarpus anacardium. A kind of nut, the
black acrid juice of which serves the
purpose of marking-ink to Indian Dhobies
(washermen),

... A Eking, who was a great patron of learning ;
there is an era current in Bengal reckon-
ing from kis time.

... See Billa paira.

. Brihmaus are called Vipra.

... The preserver, second person of the Hindoo
Trinity.

«»s Literally means eating. It is an entertain-

.- ment to one’s own caste-people. No others
can partake of it without violating the rules
of ecaste.

«. God of death.

... Auspicious time.

... One of the five Pdndavas, heroes of the great
epic poem Makdbhdrat.

- Ages,

... High-bhanded.
... Harem,
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and labour you have spent in endeayouying to make your
countrymen better known to the people of England.

Yours very faithfully,
J. Tarsovs WHEELER.

Calcutta.
My pEAR SIR;
I am reading your book carefully, and value it
exceedingly. )
Yours moést respectfully,
Josepr COOK,
Doston Lecturer.
Allakabad.
Dear S,

The book is interesting in many respects, and
as to its composition, it is wonderfully well written.

Sir RoeerT StUART, KT.,

Chief Justice, N. W. P.,
through kis Chief Clerk.
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Conoor, Neilgherry Hills.
DEsr Sin,

Iam very much pleased with your book. It
is all the more interesting, as many of the customs pourtrayed
are strikingly different from ‘these of the Hindoos of Southern
India. It is an admirable book.

Yours faithfully,
L C. Ix~gs, C.S,
Late Ofg. Chief Justice, Madras.

I have derived much pleasure from your book. It is'a
work the facts of ‘Which ate as accurate in their representation
of Hindoo life as its scope is remarkable for the extent of its
range. I may call it an exhaustive treatise on the subject.

K.-M. Baxersea, LL.D.

“We have seldom read any book with greater interest; and
we have read it, not as reviewers generally read, glancing a
little here and a little there, but we have read every word of
it from the beginning to the end. * * * We offer our
thanks to Babu Shib Chunder Bose for the deeply interesting
volumé which he has presented to the world. For ourselves,
we ‘confess that we have learned from him some details of
Hindoo customs with which we were not previously acquaint-
ed,”—Rev. Lal Behari Day in the Bengal Magazine,
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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.
[

The Times.

“This account of Hindoo life
in Bengal by an educated and
intelligent Bengali throws im-
portant lights on an interesting
subject. Shib Chunder Bose has
little need to apologize in his pre-
face fof ideas imperfectly ex-
pressed in foreign idioms. He
writes very creditable English.
...... " His pictures of the

_manners and customs of his coun-
trymen are unreservedly faith-
ful. and censequently uncompli-
mentary. He demonstrates, in-
directly, but very conclusively,
that the only prospect of their
elevating themselves socially is
in breaking with the prejudices
of caste and immemorial custom,
in asserting independence of
thought, and the liberty of indivi-"
dual action. The change must
inevitably be slow, at the best;
although we already see the be-
ginnings of it in the greab cities.
...... But the work we are
reviewing clearly proves that
there are native gentlemen of no
ordinary capacity, who have pene-
trated below the surface of Euro-
pean life and thought, and who
may become the apostles of pro-
gress among their countrymen as
the field is cleared for their la-
bours, The author is alive to the
monstrosities of the system he
condemns, and has formed defi-
nite ideas as to how they may be

corrected. His present volume is
confined to pictures of Hindoo
society in Bengal, and especially
in Calcutta. He proposes to fol-
low it up by others, which shall
treat of the remaining Provinces
of India.”

Saturday Review,

“The writer of this work would,
doubtless, if he had been bern
and lived in England, be termed
by friecds and foes an advanced
Liberal. Heis a Hindoo gentle-
man, a native of Lower Bengal,
and a member of one of the three
greab houses or clans which, by
popular consent and unimpeach-’
able tradition, are known as the
Kulin Kayasthas of Bengal. . . .
But it is clear that he has so
mastered English thought and
literature, that he may fairly be
termed, in the words of Dean
Stanley’ in s Jewwsh Church,
a link between “the immovable
repose of the Oriental and the
endless activity and freedom of
the Occidental World.” .....
The veil is removed from the
zenana, and we have an enumera-
tion of the ceremonies practised
at the birth of a Hindoo, at his
assumption, if a Brihman, of the
sacred thread, ab his marriage, at
his death, and at the Shrdddha, or
sacrificial suppers to deceased re-
lations. The details of each of
these events, as well as the cere-
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monies of cherished national fes-*
tivals, such as the Durg4 and the
Kili Puja, are given with a fnl-
ness and & minuteness to which
no Englishman can pretend. . . .
This volume comes to us witha
deeper signification than appears
on the surface. The distance
which separates the grey-haired
reformer of 1881 from the lad,
who, half in curiosity and half
in terror, accompanied a savage
mob to see his relative burn on
her husband’s faneral pile, is not
to be measured by a mere half-
century. Bentinck woald have
been glad fo recognize in this
.Bengali gentleman a native who
justified his beneficent reforms,
and Englishmen who remember
the obstacles encountered forty-
five years ago by Macaulay, Dauff,
‘and Trevelyan, will admit that
there is some hope for the Hin-
doos of Benkal when their follies
and extravagances are frankly
and fairly criticized and held up
to reprobation by one of them-
selves.”

The Graphie.

“The Hwndoos as they are is
as interesting a book as we have
read for a long time. Mr. Shib
Chunder Bose writes excellent
English, and he is a man of large
and varied experience, eminently
qualified to lift the veil from the
inner life of his countrymen. , .

« ¢+ It is what it professes to be
& simple, faithful delineation of
the present state of Hindoo so--
ciety in Bengal, and especially in
Calcutta, the Athens of Hindoos-
m.”

———

St. James Budget,

“The work before us is a no-
velty. A Hindoo gentleman of
Calcatta undertakes to tell Eng-
lish readers all about the domestic
life of his fellow-citizens, .. ..
Mr. Bose furnishes graphic des-
criptions of the daily life in Hin-
doo households, and inexpressibly
dreary it seems in European eyes.
. In conclusion, we com-
mend Mr. Bose's book as a valu-
able countribution to a better
knowledge of the Hindoos of the
«present day, and as calculated to
prove of political value to the
people both of Logland and Ia-
dia.” :

The Scotsman.

“ A book of very exceptional
value is The Hindoos as thry are,”
by Shib Chunder Bose. It is a
detailed description of the domes-
tic economy of the Hindoo house-
bold, the mode of life of each of
its members, the manner in which
children are reared and educated,
the customs which regulate the
positions and acts of men and
women, the working of the insti-
tution of caste, the rites of all
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the more important smong the
many religious and family festi-
vals observed by the Hindoos, and
so forth, The work derives its
distinctive importance from the
fact that the writer is a mative
Bengali, a man of exceptional in-
telligence and force of character,
who has added Western culture
to an ample stock of Hindoo
learning and experience, and who
is able to speak on the subjects

he here treats with the authority °

of personal knowledge and ob-
servation., He has acquired a
thorough mastery of our lan-
guage, as this book abundantly
proves, for there is scarcely a
single peculiarity of style to indi-
cate that it has been written by a
foreigner. He has performed his
undertaking in an unpretentious,
straightforward fashion, and he
supplies a mass of information
about the domestic life and cus-
toms of the Hindoos such as is
not presented in any other book
of which we have knowledge, in
g0 clear and succinct & form.”

Free Church Record.

“A remarkablebook,. . . . ad«
mirably supplying a long-felt
want,” ’

" The Leeds Meroury.

* The Hindoos as they areis &
most interesting and valuable

book on a subject of which Eng-
lish people know very little, . . ¢
« + « Though presenting his views
in another languagé than his
own, Shib Chunder Bose writes
English with singular clearness
and freedorn, and he has made a
most admirable classification of
his details. . . . . Of the unfor-
tunate condition of Hindoo wo-
men we know something through
the agency of the Zenana Mis-
sions, but Shib Chunder Bese
throws a stronger light on the
subject than any which has yet
been shed through the agency of
annual reports.”

Englishman.

“If any of our readers are curi-
ous about the domestic life of the
Hindoos, we can confidently com-
mend to their notice a volume
entitled ‘The Hindoos as they
are,’ by Baboo Shib Chunder Bose,
which has just been published by
Messrs. Newman and Co. The
first Chapter, on the Hindoo house-
hold,*serves as an introduction to
the rest of the book, which des-
cribes in detail the more promi-
neut ceremonial and social inci-
dents of Hindoo life. Taken by
itself, it is an important contri-
bution to the world’s knowledge
of an obscure but interesting
subject, and is alone worth the
price of the book.
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“To fulness of knowledge the
author adds great candour, and
it would be difficult to find either
a more accirate presentment, or
a more impartial criticism, of the
facts, than is furnished in his
pages. His style, too, is at once
graphic and unaffected.”

—

Indian Daily Ners.

“This is the work of a man
who knows what he is writing
about. In boyhood, familiar with
the inner life of Native Bengal
society, and more or less in con-
tact with it for fifty years, he
reproduces in this book a series of
recollections and vivid pictares of
pative society, which have all the
merit of simple truthfalness.
# *# * The work is highly in-
teresting and instructive, and is
likely to be widely read.”

Statesman,

“The book ought to be in the
hands of every Christian, and of
every Christian Missionary who
wishes to know what a Hindoo
kas to say on the present state of
Hindoosociety. We anticipate for
it a wide circulation both in Eng-
land and in India.”

Pioneer.

. “ May be honestly recommended
to all who desire 1o study the life

of the denizens of this land.
* * % Baboy Shib Chunder
Bose, the author of the work be-
fore us, isintroduced to the reader
by the Rev. W. Hastie, B.D., Prin-
cipal of the General Assembly's
Institation, who assures us that
the Baboo ¢ is an enlightened Ben-
gali of matured conviction and
cha.racter, who has received the
“stirring impulse of Western cul-
ture and thought.’ None the lessis
* he a patriotic Hindoo, thoroughly
versed in the ways and works of
Hindoo society, especially as it
exista in the Lower Provinces.”

Cuwil and Military Gazette.

It is the manners, customs,
and inner life of Hindoo society
in Bengal which Shib Chunder
Bose describes. On this subject
he has much to say that is
instructive, and, unfortunately,
more that is sad.

% The book is & good and in-
structive one, and leta much light
into the inner life of a Hindoo,
from the moment of his advent
into the,world until, overtaken by
his last sickness, he is carried
dowu by his friends to the banks
of the sacred Ganges or Hoogh-
Iy.”

Harrest Field, Madras.

#This work deserves, as we
trust it will receive, 8 most cor-
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dial welcome from all who desire
to know the people of this couna
try as they really are. * * *
He has produced an eminently
readable and valuable book, and
given to us a wealth of know-
ledge regarding a world which we
cannot see forourselves. Tothose
who love to study the ways of men
in Indis, and who little dream,
of the pathos and poetry which
lie below the surface, this book
should be truly welcome, while to
missionaries who seek not to des-
troy the poetry, but to add to the
purity of ¢social life, it will be
simply invaluable, and should
awaken in them a more tender
sympathy, and give renewed sti-
mulas to their efforts,”

Indian Evangelical Review.

4 The chief excellences of the
book are its accurate descriptions
of the Hindoos as they are, its un-
hesitating denunciation of the
evil (and the evil is great and
fearful, and heart-rending), and
the pleasing, interesting manner,
and, as a rule, the very correct
style, in which the whole thing is
told.”

Express.

“To detail even a tithe of the
ceremonial observances of a Hin-
doomarriage —as related by Baboo
Shib Chunder Bose—would re-

quire an edition of the Ezpress
for the purpose. The narrative,
however, is surprisingly interest.
ing . . . especially to Europeans,
who know so little, as a rule,
about the inner lives of our Aryan,
brethren of the upper classes of
native society.”
Indian Mirror,

% Written by a Hindoo, who
must be better acquainted with
the inner life of his countrymen
than strangers can ever be ex-
pected to be ; the work is, as might;

‘be naturally supposed, a repository

of much minuter information
about Hindoo life than whati has
been hitherto collected and
brought to light by other writers,
who, on account of their foreign
blood and alien religion, could not
have had free access to Hindoo
socieby. The descriptions cons
tained in the volume before us
are, no doubt, the result of great
labor and careful observation.
* * * The work abounds in a
mine of information that willk
certainly be found new by Euro-
peans, * * * Agforits gene-
ral get-up, and the rich and en-
tertaining variety of matter it
embodies, the book before us is
one of the best and mdst inter-
esting that has ever been publish-
ed on, this difficult, if not alto-’
gether unexplored, subject * *
* % TIf the writer can succeed
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in bringing about such a happy
consummation, he will earn, and
deservedly too, the lasting grati-
tude of his countrymen for his
disinterested labors in the accom-
plishment of his self - imposed
task.”

P

Journal of the National Indian
Association.

% The title, at all events, of this
book is attractive. It produces
a sensation akin to that cansed by
the opening of a sealed hook, the
discovery of a long-concealed
treasure, the revelation of the
mysteries of a secret society.
Hindoo life has always been re-
presented, by Hindoos themselves,
as asort of arcana, into the secrets
of which it were vain for the Wes-
tern mind to attempt to penetrate.

“The chapter describing the
principal Hindoo festivals will be
found full of interest. The des.
criptions are not those of a super-
ficial observer, but are graphic
pictures drawn from life, showing
not only the outward features—
often of a very revolting nature
—which characterize these festi-
vals, but the household ceremo-

nies, and particularly those which
are observed by the female in-
mates.

“The book is vigorously and
graphically written, and should
be in the bands of every one who
sees in the moral, social, and in-
tellectual amelioration of our
Eastern dgpendency & pressing
national duty.”

P g

Lucknomw Witness.

# There is a general agreement
on the part of those fully quali-
fied to give opinion, that it is
accurate and trustworthy in its
facts, that it details the .social
and religious observances of the
Hirdoos as they are to-day. This
is much. The book seems to fill
a gap. We know of mnothing
exactly like it. We can very
heartily commend it. We think
it will be widely sonught for as a
convenient popular compendium
of important information. Some
of this indeed is commonly known
or is accessible in other shapes
but there is much in the book
that will be new to almost all
who have not moved in the inner
mgst circles of Hindoo life.”



