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PREFATORY NOTE . 
• 

Babu Shib Chunder Bose is an enlightened. Bengali, of 
matured conviction and character, who, having received the 
stirring impulse of Western culture and thought during the 
early period of Dr. Duff's work in tllil General Assembly's 
Illstitution, has continued faithful to it through all these long 
and changeful years. His extended and varied experience, his 
careful habit of observation and cootrast, his large store of, 
general reading and informati9n, and his rare sobriety and 
earnestness of judgment, eminently qualify him for lifting the 
veil from the inller domestic life of-his countrymen, and giving 
such an account of their social and religious observances as 
may p~ove intelligible and instructive to general English, 
readers. In the sketches which he has now produced we are 
presented with the first-fruits of "the harvest of a quiet eye" 
that has long meditatively watched the strange ongoings of 
this ancient society, and penetrated with living insight into the 
springs and tendencies of i~s startling changes. 

Although I had no special claim to any right of judgment 
upon the present phases of Hindoo life, the writer took me 
early into his confidence, and from the apparent quality and 
sincerity of his work I had no hesitation ip encouraging him 
to persevere, recommending him, however, to leave historical 
speculation to others and to confine himself to a faithful deli­
neation of ' facts within his own experience. While his manu­
scripts \Vere passing through my hands, I took pains to verify 
his descriptions by frequent reference to younger educated 
natives, who, in all cases, confirmed the accuracy and reliability 
of the details. The book will stand on its own merits with 
English readers, whose liappily increasing interest ill the forms 
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and movements of Hindoo life at this transitional}lE'tiod, when 
the picturesque institutions and habits of thousaud, of ,.ca~ 
are visibly and irrevocably passing away, should gladly welcome 
its fresh and opportune representations. And all ~ lin, vie"'ing 
without regret the decay of the old order and animated by the 
faith of nobler possibilities than it haa cycr achieved, are 
actually engaged in the great work of religioull regcucratiOll 
and social reform in India., should find much in thcBo truthful 
but saddening sketches to inteusify their sympathies and give 
definite direction and guidance to their belt eiforts. 

THB GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S INsTIT'CTION, 
23rd Marck, 18Al. 

SECOND EDITION. 

W. IJASTIE. 

My worthy friend, whose high character and BOund judg­
ment always impress me more deeply, insista on retaining my 
introductory word of recommendation in hi. Second I-:dition, 
although his excellent work now stands secure on ita own 
universally recognized merits. I heartily congratulato him on 
his well-deserved success, and especially on the practical lIym­
pathy which he has so largely awakened in earnellt eircle& 
!fhe very favourable recognition which he haa received from 
the most competent judges and critics is not more generous 

I 

than just, and it stamps his production as ot solid and endur-
ing value. His Seco~d Edition appears m08t Clpportunely 
when Englishmen, interested more than' ever in India, are 
eagerly seeking the means of estimating aright the intellectual 
and moral characteristics of his countrymen, and amid the 
many extreme, interested, and passionate outcrie8 of the par­
tisans of the hour, they will find no source oC information 
to which they may more safely tum for guidance than thcse 
candid, conscit:ntions, aud careful sketches. 

5tl, N6vember, 1883. W. U. 



PREFACE TO TIlE SECOND EDITION . 

• 
THAT a !looond edition of my "Work-u The Hindoos as they 

are"-has been called for within so short a time as two years, 
has afforded me, I need hardly say, the greatest possible 
encouragement. In presenting this edition to the generous 
public, -I beg to say that it has undergone a thorough revision, 
and a chapter has been added on "Married life in Bengal." 
For the convenience of foreign readers, it has been thought 

. necessary to append a. glossary of the vernacular terms inters­
persed in the text, which I hop~ will be' found useful for the 
purpose intended. 

In conclusion, I have to offer my most grateful thanks for 
the very liberal support ·extended to it by 

The Rt. Ho)l. the Secy. of State for India in CounciL 
H. E. the Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 
H. E. the Governor of Bombay. 
H. E. the Governor of Madras. 
H. H. the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 
H. H. the Lieutenant-Governor of N. W. Provinces. 
H. H. the Lieutenant-Govern_or of the PunJab. 
The Hon. Sir Steuart Bayley, K.C.S.L . 
The Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces. 
The Chief Commissioner of Assam. 
The Chief Commissioner of British Burmah. 
H. H. the Nizam's Government. 
H. H. the Gaekwar of Baroda. 
H. H. the Maharajah of Mysore. 
H. H. the Maharajah of Burdwan. 
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H. H. the Maharajah of Travancore. 
H. H. the Maharajah of Vizianagrarn. 

And several other distinguished Native Chicf!!, &0. 

In London and Edinburgh, the cprdial reception the work 
has met with, and the very favorable opinions I'II.SHeJ on it by 
the Press-brief extracts from which will be fouud at the end 
of the volume-have far exceeded my most snllj.tuine ClllCct­
ations. Such encoufagement, I need hardly add, fUnliI,hc8 a 
strong stimulus to the further prosccution of my bumble 
literary labors, undertaken under a decp senso of tho rcspon­
sibility attached to II. trustworthy dcscription of tho (IrCsent 
manners and custom8 of my countrymen, and \\ it h II. bope o( 
facilitating, if possible, the work of philanthropists to ameli­
orate their social condition and raise them in tho Mcnlo o( 
civilizatIOn. 
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AchmUlIY jalpan. 

Adhlbciui ... 

AdhyapakB .•• 
Adiganga 

Agmaney 

Agrajanma. 
ATl.lbarrabhdt 

Akhanda ••• 

.Albola 
Alkhella 
.Alpana 

GLOSSARY 

'" Sweetmeats prepared with flour and sngar, and 
fried in ghee, which are considered as con­
taminated by the orthodox Brahmans if 
touched by a Sudra • 

... Present of sundry articles, see p. ~3. Preli­
minary rite in meritorious acts • 

... Professors of Sanskrit. 

... Original sacred stream of the Ganges. It is 
DOW known as Tolly's Nullah. 

... Songs expressive of joy on the neal' approach 
of Durga.puja . 

... First born. 

... Diuner given to bride or bridegroom in honor 
of approaching wedding; also entertain­
ment given to friends and relations on that 
occasion • 

... Means whole, uncut. Saris, female's garment, 
are generally woven by pairs, to be divided 
into two at the time of use. But saraB 
for ceremonial use are woven single, and 
consequently they need not the service of 
a knife. These latter are called akhClnda 
Bari •. 

... Smoking apparatus • 
• :. A garment copied from the Mahomedans. 
... Painting with rice paste. 
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AmabaKhya 
Anamia Nara 

Allchul 

Antlurmahal 
Alllla 

GLOSSARY • 

••• Cotton IIRturated with lac, for painting the 
edges of the feet and toes of IIindoo 
women. It is ulled both (or beautifying and 
pre8ervjn~ tlleir bare feet {rom corlOding • 

... The (Ial'k night. 

... Allanda mennll rejoicing; and Naru, a ball. 
A kind of home-made Rweetmeat prepared 
at times of domestic rejoicings • 

... The end of {emilie', garment which bangs 
over ber shoulder • 

... Female apnrtment; zenana. 
... Boiled rice. 

AUllap' asa" ... First feeding ceremony, which takeR place 
generally 011 the sixth lunar month {or the 
male, and seventh for tbe {ema)e child. 

AIIIa7jllli ... Few minutes before death, the dying penon, 
especially if old, i. tnken to the edge of 
the river, and placed there under water 
knee-deep, hill or her toell touching tLe 
earth under water, and tLe body resting 
on the lap of 80me of the attendants, who 
are generally rellltive8, and tbese latter at 
the lIame time keep reciting tbe hame of the 
guardian deity of tbe Kali Yugn, and put 
drops oC hol, river water in tbe mouth 
of tbe dying person, wbo is 110 kept tbere 
till the 1l1st spark o( life goes out. TLii 
process ill called .AntarjaU. nllt unbappil, 
thill simple and comparatively inc..tfensive 
practice is 80 often abused by tbe unscru­
pulous and d~8igning men to gain their end, 
as is described ill text, p. 259, tbat it 
is justly cOJlsidered a cruel and heartle811 
practice. 

Antmora ... H,licterel i8ora • 
• ioumi Bawllitindllll Cake festival baa arrived, let, us enjoJ (or three 

pitta bhrU khdwni. f days, eating cakes, rice, &c. 
Apar-pak,IIl1Q ••• 'J'be fortnight immediately precetling the fort-

night in "hich Durga-puja takes l,raCe. 
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Apar-palisAya tarpax Oblation of water offered to departed ancestors 
during the fortnigM immediately preceding 
the fortnight in which Durga-puja takes 

Arghi 
Arip4lo 
A.fhram, 
Allar 
Assirbad 
Alzkhi 

A,v:atha ••• 
Alah chill ••• 
Atab rice ... 
Atcowray 

Alterd41& 

AYltri 

Ay,tnhood 

Ay,lrUfJI 

place. 
••• Consecrated articles, p. 71 note. 
••• Eavesdropping. 
.,. Habitations or sages. [Angust). 
••• Third month of the Hindoo calendar (July-

__ Blessing • 
••• Impure state. In case of death or birth in a 

family, one month in the case or Sudras, and 
'en days in the case of Brahmans, is observed 
8S impure, during which period the whole 
family is prohibited from taking part in any 
religious ceremony-even giving aIms to the 
poor, paying obeisance to seniors, or greet-
ing equals are also forbidden • 

••• FiellS religi08G (pipal). 
. .• l~ice husked by drying in the suu, 
• .. Table rice. 
'" A ceremony which takes place on the ni~ht 

of the 8th day from the birth of a child. 
... A cup for keeping attar or otto of roses. 
... Bridesmaids. Unlike Christians, Hindoo bride­

grooms have no sponsors, blidesinaids (ago,) 
being engaged on both sides. Hindoo 
bridesmaids must be married women 
whose husbands are alive. Their number 
is generally five on each side; but this 
might be varied into more or less according 
to circumstances or cORvenielice, the odd 
number always being observed • 

... Opposed to widow, i.e., one whose husband 
is alive • 

••• Opposed to widowhood; state of husband 
being alive. 

_. Opposed to widowhood; state of husband 
being alive. 

••• A Sans~rit work Qn medicine. 
w 
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B6b4 ... 
BabiJ 7'h61i11r 
B4chh4 

Bad 
ll&gtli 
Baitak·hhana 
Bailarall; .•• 

Bal! re de 

Bald 
Bale hulo aari 

B6m4ch6,.i 
Bamu1& 
B4pu 

... 

Bar konay 
tlulAug 

Bardbharan 

Barandald 

Barfi 
Bargl' ••• 
Barjatrll' ••• 

BaTra Bau 
Bars;k 

GLOSSARY • 

... Papa; father; a term of endearment when 
addrel!.'1ed to • bOI • 

... Another form of ShiDtJ; god of hobgoblins. 

... A term. of endearment, used in addrnliug 
children • 

... A bard shelled (I nit. 
... A low caBte Hindoo (labouring clus). 
.. Sitting or receiving room. 
••• A rite performed generally at point of death, 

like the extreme unction of the ltornish 
Church; for detail see p. 256, note • 

... A MahornedaD featinl, wbell goata .r. 
slaughtered in large numbers. 

" Bangle. 
... Fancy ,s'4ri, with row. or Bak fill"era, 

woven. 
•. A sect, followers or K4li. 
" Corruption of Brahman. 
. .. Same as B4h4, • term of endearment appli­

cable to boys ooly. 
hachay 

... A, phrase indicative or &Iesaing Died by kg­
gars and other. who come on the morning 
after marriage, and before the bridE-groom" 
departure, expecting to get tomelLing {N.m 

bridegroom's father. It means-May the 
bridegroom and bride live long • 

... Presents of bousehold articles given by bride', 
father to bridesrroom • 

... A wVlDowiog Call (Kula) with lundry articlet 
emblematic of prosperity, plenty .\.c. It., 
placed in Cron& of bride or bridegroom on 
tbeir reception and departllre. 

.. A kind of sweetmeat. 
••• Alabratta marauders. 
... Bridegroom'. CrienJs and relationa who accom­

pany the marriage procession. 
... EMef daugbter.in-raw. 
... Annuity ginn to Bl'lihm&nl. 



lUtwal"i-p"jo, 

lJasarghar 

Bassanti ... 

Bdta 
JJala 
RaMso, 
Bati 

Bau 

Bauti 
llu!ladab 
llaykanta •• 
Buyri 
Belbaran 
Bhubani 
Bhablla:l'bi ... 
Bhddraba" 
JJhdja 
Bh6jo, shad 
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.•• A puji ( worship) mainly got up and supported 
by aid of subscription and fees levied on 
marriage festivals on bridegl·oom. Shop­
keepers and dealers in country. produce 
are the chief patrons of this pujli . 'I'hey 
raise a fund by levying small impost on 
purchasers on all transactions. By this 
means, sometimes, in favourable quarters, 
a large fund is raised /lnd wasted, which, 
had it' been properly applied, might have 
done immense good to th~ country • 

.•• Sleeping room on marriage night for the 
happy pair • 

.•• Yellowish; this color is emblematic of Spring, 
and is used by the gay and sprightly 011 

the advent of that season • 

... Literally stale marriage; ceremonials which 
take pillce on the morning following the 
marriage flight . 

... A tray for betel-nut. 

... Ficus IndIca. 

... Native sweetmeat. 

... A cup. 

.•• Daughter-in-law; sometimes, amongst lower 
classes, it means wife . 

••• Old-fashioned bracelet, a costly jewel. 
••• Want of good breeding. 
.•• Heaven, Paradise. 
• •• Kind of tongs. 
.•• A ceremonial rite of welcome. 
.•• Another name of Ko,li . 
• _ Fate; dispensation of Providence. 
• •• Sister-in-law (younger bl'other's wife). 
roo Sister-in-law (brother's wife). 
.•• Parched peas, &e., given to women enceinte 

9n the seventh month of -their pregnllncy. 
BMle!l m6 Bhali4ni. An expression used by druJlkards, meaLling 

"Mother Kdl, is within the bottle." 
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Bh4s4n 

BMs1lr 
Bh4ts . 

GLOSSARY. 

• •. Immersion of image in rinr after being 
worshipped • 

••• Brother-in-law (husband', elder brother). 
_ Professional genealogists. 

Bhavanando ••• A popular ballad singer. 
Bhayto ••• Literally rice-fed; it mean. weak·.tomached. 
Bhratl'idvitiya •• A festival in which sisters entertain brothere. 
Bhutieva •• , ... God of earth. 
Bhumi'8anYfl ... Wanting land. 
Bhllpada .t. . .. A girl's name. 
Bichuti • • .. A stinging plant (Frogia inflolucrata). 
Bidai or Bldalla ... L~terally mean I farewell; also means fllrewell 

Bidrlhi drad 
Blddyll Sunder 
Bidhabd. ... 
Bidhtita 
Bidh4fa Purush 
Bij mantl'a 

gift. 
... Ancestor worship on .pecial occasions. 
... A popular play. 
... Widow. 
... God of Fate. 
••• God of Fate. 
... Literally bij means seed; mantra, incantation 

or formulary. Certain formula a Ilpiri­
tunt guide (g1lru) imparts to bi, pupil, 
wbich is to be his daily proyer, but reli­
giously fQrbidden to repeat to the bearing 
of anyone else. The ceremony of impart­
ing Bij mantra i. like the cbristening of 
the followers of Jesns. 

Bij'lya ••• Day (or immersion of Durga in river; or the 
fourth day of ber poja. 

Billapatro or Billow ••• Leaf o( Bael tree, a tree considered boly by 
. the Hindoos • 

Biraha 
Biafleswar •. 
Bodan Ghar 
BOldlla ••• 
Bore 

Bowbhat 
BOllra 
Brahmaclulri 

... Songs expreBBiye of pangs o( leparation. 
••• The presiding god o( Benares. 
• •• Place where preliminary rites are perCormed. 
... A Sanskrit work on medicine. 
• .. A jewel worn round the waist, by juvenal& 

only. 
... Bridal dinner. 
... A kind of nut, Terminalia lIelerica. 
... Religious mendicant. 
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BralJ'llWua, 
BNW. 
BrisaA41 ._ 
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• •• Saeerdotal class. 
._ Rent-free gnnts of land to Brahmans. 
• •• Vow. 
... A painted log of wood. with an ox caned on 

its top. It is necessary for higher grade 
.Ar6JJJuu • 

••• Literally vain; unconsecrated . 
••• The creator, first person of the Irmdoo Trinity • 

••• A kind of grass. 
••• Sheet for covering the body. A loose vesture. 
_. Literally roof of thatched hnts; colloquially 

uncooked rice; here (p. 100) it means the 
semi-circular frame over the images. 

Cluimar ••• Fan made of tails of T.hibel cows. 
Cl/(i1UlRya .lola ••• Verses compiled by Pandit <-'hanaky ... 
ClumdllJl ••• • •• Sandal paste. 
ChaRd; or CAaxdi- ( A book on Goddess Dorgi; also another name 

putlti 'of D nrga. 
Cltl17uira ••• ..: Moon. 
Cltandra-pttli ••• A sweetmeat. 
Cli.iipkall. .•• _ •• A garment. 
Cltupl'alee ._. A kind of cake. 
CAarak-pujJ. ••• Hook-swinging festival 
Cltarlllc-Swaara ••• A Sanskrit work on medicine. 
Cltiir4ls ••• Low caste Hindoos, who are considered very 

Cltarli4 
Ch4rpog 
(.ltiirK 

CIJl/idlu.ltlD.l4l 

impure.. 
... Cotton-spinning apparatn9. 
••• A string bed, used for carrying the dealt 
••• Table rice boiled with milk alld sugar 00 

ceremonial occlISiolls, and consecrated • 
••• School kept by learned Br&hmans for teaching 

Sanskrit. 
••• A temporary shed, where certain portion of 

marriage ceremoDY takes place • 
••• Coagulated milk; native cheese. 
••• Gram parched and powdered • 
••• It is a parI; and parcel of the smoking appara­

tus of the Hilldoos, generallJ made of earth. 
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Chhoio Ilau 
Chk%-ma 
Chick 
Ckinil'murlti 
ChiI'd 
Chmj.vajd 
CllOgd 

Cowrie, 

Crore 

Daka,. 
Dagdhd. 
Daibajlla ••• 
nak 
Dahaha Yajlla 

Dakshilllt ••• 

Daks'hi7lanto 
Dal 
Ddl Val 
Dalapati 
Dall, 
1>an 

Ddmagar ••• 

Dasaratha 
D4si 
D4t4 
Da!lur 

De batra, 

'" 

Debipakah!la 

Debta 
Dewa-tllow,z 

GLOSSA.RY • 

... Y'!llnger daughter-in-laW'. 
••• Literally !ounger mother. 
'" A gold jewel (chain.like) for neck • 
••• Parched rice cOAted with .yrup. 
'" Pa.rched rice (llattened). 
••• The above re.parched. 
... Overcoat. 

". Shells current for .mall payments, fractionl11 
part of a pie. 

••• Eq~al to ten millions. 

... A vessel for variou. Dae. 

... Literally burnt. 

... Astrologer. 
... Tinsel-ware. 
... A popular play_ 

••• Fees to officiating priest. ; also Imall am(lnllt~ 
given to priest class after enter/ailling 
them. 

... Last rite in puji ceremonies. 
•• Peas; split peas boiled. 
••• Chief and common food of the IIinc)fH ••• 

••• Head of a caste-party. 
... Parties. 
... Gift • 

••• Literally "Ocean of gifts." It is a mode or 
,hr4ddha, very expensive, intended fur mil­
lionaires . 

... King of Olldh, father of Rama Chandra. 
... A maidservant. 
••. Chadtable peraon. 
••• Brother·in-law (husband's younger brother). 

••• Rent-free grants of Jand in name of 10llle gnd 
or goddess • 

••• The fortnigb' in lrhich Durga.puja takes 
place. 

... God • 

... Literally giving and taking presents, .!ce. 



Dlllllc 
D1I4. • ••• 
DAarRlb SAablul 
DAole 

flAK" 
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; •• KaIi-puja night. A festival observed by 
iIIuminat.ion aud fireworks • 

••• A big drum.. 
' •• Paddy. 
• •• Assembly for discussion of religious subjects. 
••• A small drum. 
••• Lower garment for male,-i.e., sheet of cloth 

worn ronnd t.he loins. 
Dip'1 ... A betel-box. 
Dobja "', A loose vesture. 
Dok or Dole JOJJ.ra ••• Commonly known as Boli-festival. 
Dome ••• 4 low caste Hindoo (street-sweeper, worker 

Dom.e Sari,!!" 
Drtr;;4 

Duija 

Eed 
Ektfdtuhi 

EUm 
Fllkir. 
Fuuhar;va 

on bamboo-barks) • 
• " What the Dome. supply, u., baskets, &0. 
••• A goddess with ten bands, whose worship is 

performed, with great pomp, in Lower 
Bengal, in Sept.-October • 

••• Durga.-puja • 
••• Grass. 
._ Twice-born or regenerated. Brahmans are 

called twice-born: their first birth being' 
their natural birth; and second, the meta­
phorical, when they are invested with the 
sacred thread (regenerated). This term is 
also applicable to birds, because they are 
supposed to be born once when eggs are 
laid; and again whe~ eggs are hatched. 

••• A M&homedan festival. 
••• Eleventh day of new moon as well as the same 

day after full-moon (days of close fast for 
widows). 

••• See Urmti. 

••• Mahomedan mendicants. 
• •• 'Literally bed of flower. It is the third night. 

after marriage, which is a night of festivity, 
in bridegroom'S bouse, and passed in all 
JD&DDer of jollities. Also it means the pre­
sents given by girl's father on that occasion. 
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GaneBha ••• 

Gantchhdra 
Garabparbar 

Garu 
Garu 
Gatra-haridra 

Gau,'£ 
Gayalri 
Gay lash 
Ghala 
Gharbaaath 

Ghala 

Ghlltak 
GhungUT 

Ghunai .1. 
Gilay 
Ginni 

... 
Giri Bald. .. . 
Gokhadak .. . 
Golappaa. 
Golemal 
Gopinil 
Gote 
Goyla. 
Grahajag ••• 
GramtJati ••• 

GLOSSARY. 

... Au elephant.headed god, lion or Shi1JfJ and 
nurga. 

... Bridal knot • 
••• A 1lattering term used by up,cOlmtr,men. 

Literally mean. Supporter ofthe pHor. 
... Cow; figuratively illiterate • 
•.• Water.pot with a tube attached, as a teapot h8l. 
... Ceremony 01 besmearing the body of bride 

or bridegroom with turmeric • 
••• Maiden Da!De 01 DurgtJ. 
... Divine prayer enjoined for the 8rabman •. 
... Glass, drinking ycsseL 
... Large w~ter.pot. 
... Oeremony of "isiting father.in.law'. house 

tbree timellwithin the week after marriage • 
... Son.jn·law who liyca with, and i. IOlely 

dependent on, fatber·in·law • 
... Earthen water-pot used in religious cere· 

monies • 
.•. Go-between; professional match.makers. 
... A jewel for juvenals, whicb makes jingling 

sounds on least motion, worn round the 
waist or ankle. -

.• String worn round the loins. 
• •• An un edible fruit. 
... Female head 01 a family. 
... Name of a girl 
... Beaf·eaters. 
... A "essel for keeping rose-water. 
... Oonfusion. 
... Milkmaids, Kri,hna'. sweethearts. 
... Waist chain. 
••• Milkmen. 
• •• Religioull atonement. 
... /Stop·money gifen to urchins of the neigh­

bourhood to punnt the nuisance caused 
to the bridegroom on bis way to the bride'. 
house, by pelting him with Itone. and 
other thing...... privilege lanctioned by 



Guru 
Gurumoll4say 
Gyd8ur , ••• 

Rabbiskee ••. 

Hahim 
Ha,uli 
Hara 
Bar; 
Raribole 

Harikat 
Rdris 
Ham Thakur 
Hal-bdza,. ... 
BalM 
Halhchhari 
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custom. This bears some affinity to the 
European practice of casting old boots and 
shoes at the wedded pair by the relations 
on their making exit from the house . 

... Literally senior, master j spiritual guide. 

... Pedagogue, village !chool-master. 
• •• The presiding god of Gya. 

, •. A dish for sages in days of yore; a pure food 
according to Hindoo notion . 

... Mahomedan physician; also a judicial officer. 

... Earthen pot for cooking purposes. 
... Another name of Shiva. 
.•• Another name of Krishna. 
... Unlike one of the ten commandments in 

the Dible, "1'hou shalt not take the' 
name- of the lord thy God ill vain"­
Bindoo sbastra enjoins to repeat the Ilame 
of god as often as possible. Consequently 
some of the bigotted ValshoofJites day and 
night repeat the name and turn their beads. 
Harl is another name of Vi&knu, the. second 
person of the Hindoo trinity, and bole means 
8ound. Consequently it is considered meri­
torious to repeat the word "Hllribule,'\ itS 

often as possible, during the fimeral, in order 
to keep off all worldly considerations, at 
least for the time. 

... Sacrificial post; it is like a two-prong~d furk. 

... Mehters • 
... A popular ballad singer. 
... Purchases; marketing. 
... A ladle . 
... A method of discipline to enure ea.rly attend­

ance in vogue in village schools . 
... Refuse of spices ground down into a paste. 

Two women, whose husbands are alive, and 
who are known to be uncommonly doltted 
upon by their husbands, are selected from 
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Homa 
Hukkti 

Indra 

Jtic1li.j4chi 
Jilgaltn4{}a 
Jagal 
Jag"td1latri 

GLOSSARY. 

amongst the friends and relations ot tbe 
bride, who, sitted oppolit. oC each otber, 
face to face, grind the aboye ingredients, 
at the 8ame time keep a small quantity or 
honey in their mouth. Thi, paate, tbus 
prepared, i, supposed to poues, some 
hidden charma. When the marringe cere~ 
mony is going on in tlle courtyard of tbe 
zenana, tbe female relativea and, friends oC 
the bride tbrow lumps of this POlte at tb, 
bride, fl'om a respectable distance, ., .n 
inevitable means of winning tbe bridegroom 
over to tbe bride, and bringing him (tbe 
bridegroom) under the all-powerful influence 
of petticoat government. Sometimel rice 
coated with treacle is used inatead. 

••• Burnt oftering • 
••• Smoking appara.tus. 

••• King.ot heaven. 

••• Coming, coming. 
.. The presiding god of Pooree in Orissa. 

... World 
••• A goddesa; literall, meana Mother or the 

world. 
Ja; ••• Victory. 
Jai Kali K'llkdfa-u:ali An exclamation generally \lsed by illiterate 

and low people; literally means Victory to 

Jalpan 
Jama 
Jdm4i SI",st1li 
Jallma AVt!8Iri 

J anmtiYht.umi 
Jarawva 
JRllam 
JlUoda 

K4li, the presiding goddess ot Calcutta. 
.•• Sweetmeats in general • 
••• Waistcoat. 
••• A festival; day for entertaining IOnll-in·law. 
••• Life long ayestrihood,-i. e., never to be a 

·widow • 
••• A festival (Krishna". birthday). 
••• Jewels Bet with precious stones. 
... A goM jewel for arm. 
••• A milkmaid, the Custer mother oC KrUllllIl. 



Jatlra 
Jam" 

Jhdl 

Jhi 
Jhu/dl4 

Kabirdj 
Kacku.r; 
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... Departure; also Dramatic performance. 

.•• Literally small money-presents given to bride 
a.nd bridegroom by friends nnd relations on 
the consummation of marriage, and to 
child 011 its first feeding ceremony. 

_ •• Literally hot; pungent; preparation of spices, 
generally given to mothers at childbirth as 
a stimulant acting as a preventive against 
cold. 

••• Maidservant; literally D.lughter . 
••• l'he swinging festival dedicated to Krishna. 

.•• Hindoo physician. 
_ .• A kind of cake. , 

Kahalls ••• Quantity numberinlt1280. A kahan of cowries 
(shells) is now worth four annas. 

Kajal?athd ••• A collyrium case. 
Kaid Bill, .•• • .• Ganesha's wife. 
KlIla-kala AmdbWlhya The dark night immediately before the Dur­

ga-pIUa. so called because the gardeners Oil 

that day collect all the plantains they can 
for sale during the festival. 

Kdli .ow A goddess with four hands and dark-com-

Kahghdt .,. 

Ktfli m(/;hey jllY 

Kali-Yllga '" 

Kalle 

Kat!."a 
Killpa 
Ranulhellu ••• 

plexioned, whom thiev;s and dacoits wOl'ship 
before setting out on their nefarious pur. 
poses • 

••• A holy place in the southern suburbs of Cal­
cutta, where stands the shrine r.f KaIi f1-(lln 
time out of mind, after which, it is said, 
Calcutta is named. 

_ •• Victory to mother ·Kali. 
.•• One of the four great periods of the world; 

it is the present or iroll age. 
.•• A kind of pulse. 
.•• A Mahomedan dish • 
..• Ceremonial rite prefatory to puji proper. 
••• A cow which gives milk at all times of the 

year; also an imaginary heavenly cow. 
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Kanak4njuli 

Kanch4 ,Jujll 

1(aowra draA 

1(arta 
Karaldl 

Kartik 

114sar 

Kadye or kasaye 
Kat4 

1(dlya.llona .. . 
Kaul/alga .. . 

GLOSSARY • 

••• A ceremony performed immediately before & 

bridegroom leavel hi. house to join mar­
riage procession; also in pujd. ceremonies 
before V4,4n, or immersion. 

••• See lIote to p. 306 • 
... Brazier • 
... A kind ot scent; decoction of the Kayd 

flower • 
... Lord; owner; male bead of a family. 
••• Cymbal; R kind of circular metallio muaical 

instrument • 
... A god, who is a celebite; therefore be i. 

considered 8S a child-god and worshipl'ed 
by those who are not blessed with children. 

... A circular metallic in.trument Ilrollncing, 
when struck, a loud and harsb .ouud • 

•• Dutcher. 
•• ' A land-measure: one-sixteenth of a big a -

720 sqr. feet • 
.. A sage. 
... One of the wives of Dasaratha, and mother 

of Rama Chandra. 
1(agastha or hagllsto .•• Writer caste. 
J(er4ni ••• Writer. 
Kh4.k.lt4... .., A cant term meaning lonely. 
1(hlli ... Parched rice. 
Khansama .: ... A valet. 
Khllpparer Sara ... Sacrificial ves&el (earthen) for holding blood 

KMra 
](hari 
Khas4ri-dal 
KMsgayl4p 

of the immolated animal. 
... Sacrificial sword. 
... Chalk. 
... A kind of' inferior pulse. 
... Staft encased in clllth, which accompany 

marria~e proce8JIiona. 
KIIIJsgayl4pw411tU ••• Those that carry KMsgaylOp in marriage 

Khnyur 
Khichri 

processions • 
••• Obacene songs. 
... HOff,2e-plldge; a diah or mixture or daJ and 

rice. 



Kllirarclllulck 
Khoddballd 

Khokd 
KhoIe 

Khop4 

KDb( 
Kobiwa1l4 ••• 
KQf1IIl1-patta 
Kopta 
Koray-r4llr 
KrillhNJ 
Kula-marjadd 
Kulins 

K"lo 
Kumar 
Kumtfr Sarya 
Kurntfrit 
Kunti 

Kurmtf 
Kustfsans 

LagansM .,. 
Lajja.bustra 

Lakshmi _. 
Laluhmi .;. 
Lamb-rass ••• 
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•• , A sweetmeat. 
••• A flattering term used by up-countrymen, 

equivalent to" YOtn' Worship." 
••• Baby (male). 
••• A musical instrument like a drum, with both 

ends tapering to .a smaller circumference 
than the centre • 

••• Hair gathered and wound round on back of 
he~d of Hindoo women • 

. _ Gold embroidered cloth • 
••• Band of singers and musicians with a head 

female singer • 
• , Popular ballad. 
••• Popular ballad singers. 
. •. A jewel for juvenals, worn round the waist. 
••. A Mahomednn dish. 
•.. A virgin widow. 
••• An incarnation of Vishnu. [scale. 
••• Honorarium given to one higher in social 
.,. One higher in social scale. 
••• Winnowing fan, made of bamboo-bark. 
••• Potter. 
•• , Pottery. 
••• Virgins. 
••• Mother of the five PaRdafJaB, the well-known 

heroes of the great epic poem Mahabharat. 
••• A Mahomedan dish. 

-••• Grass seats used on ceremonial occasions. 

••• Marriage season. 
• •• A piece of cloth for covering the bride 
, and bridegroom, so as to screen them from 

public gaze during certain portion of mar­
riage ceremony: thus initiating her into 
the,seclusion of zenana. 

••• A popular ballad singer. 
• •• Goddess of wealth and prosperity. 
• •• One of the 12 signs of the zodiac; Aries, the 

ram. 
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La1lk4 

Lion-rau 

Lowkata 
.T.uchi 

... 

... 
1114 
Mlldhusudan 
lIJ4duZi 

iJJago ma •• 

ilJIIM Asttlmi 
1t1 ahO.bha,'at 

lIJahadefJa 
• 1JahrJlay4 ... 

GLOSSARY • 

... An imaginary island of gold, egg'8bltJled, IUp­

posed to be the present Isll\nd ot Ceyloa • 
... One of the 12 signs of the zodiac; Leo, the 

lion. 
. Social custom. [ghee. 
... A kind of cake, like chuppateel, but fried ill 

• .. Mother. 
... Another name of Krilhna. 
.... A small casket made of gold, silver, or copper, 

used as a receptacle for charms, &c • 
... An exclamation of surpriz8 generally used 

by women, equivalent to Oh mother I 
... The second day of the Durga.-pnjli. 
... One of the two great epic poeme of tlie 

Hindo08 • 
... Another name of ShifJa. 
... It is like the All Soule' day of the Rom i ... 

Church. 
lIJahama!lur Bdzar ••• A cant phrase, meaning-It i. the day and place 

for amusement and revelry. 
MaMpaya.. ... A covered palanquin. 
MallUr Sallkrallt, ••• The second day of the Cake Festival. 
.Mala ... String of beads; also garland (of lIowen) . 
.'IIdta.chandan ••• Sandaled garlands. 
lIIall ••• Anklet. 
lJfa1ltra ... Incantation; certain f'ormuw of words. 
jjJanu ... The great Hindoo lawgiver. 
lJlanfJanjfln ••• A popular play. 
1IlfJrkando ... ... Name of a Ba~e. 
Itlal'u'pora Brdhman. The priest who officiates at the time of cr~· 

Itla Shflsth£ 
JlJaul,k 
ill aurpadhi 

Itfayna 
Mela 

mation of tbe dead. 
... A goddes! (patron deity of' children). 
••• One lower in social Bcale to the hl;nl. 
••• A boat fitted as a stage for musical choir; it 

il so called from ita resembling a Maur, or 
peacock. 

.0' A talkative bird. 
••• Fair, exhibition. 



.. VeMa; or Mildi 
Meth,allu ••• 
JJleehlls 

Monda I ••• 

Moong-d41 ... 
MoonglzlJar 

J.Uoori 
Moti 
Munis 
Murdo/al'ashes 
Murkhi 

Nabami ralri 

NubarllUan Taga 
l\'a!!ara 
Naga., 
... \'ahabat 

Nnioiddhi ••• 
Nal or nul 
NU7Uld 
Nanadllhamee 

Nanni·muka 
Nnru1& 
Nateh. 
Neyb'iful 
Nldan 
Nim 
Nlm/al ... 
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••• A kind of sweetmeat • 
••• Women of the sweeper caste. 
.., Literally unclean; filthy; a term of con­

tempt used by the Hindoos towards Maho­
medans, Christians, &c., who are not clellJl 
according to Hindoo idea of clellnliness 
and purity. 

• •• A kind of sweetmeat • 
.. A kind of pulse. 

• .. EILrthen-pot. It is one of the articles which 
compose Barandal4. 

.•• Literally head; a victim. 
••• Pearl. 
•• 811ges or saints. 
... Undertakers. 
••• Parched rice coated with treacle. 

••• Ninth night fro.m new or full moon. Also 
night of the third day of Durga.-puja . 

••• A gold jewel for arm. 
••• Big drum. 
••• Hindoo mendicants. 
••• A concert of nine musical instruments; it 

ill generally played from a lofty place, for 
which a temporary stage or tower of bllm­
boo is made, which is .also sometimes called 
Nahahat, but propelly Nahahat-khana . 

••• Offerings to gods or goddesses. 
• •• Pipe. 
••• Sister-in-law (husband's sister). 
••• Money-present given by bride's father to her 

husband's sister • 
••• Ancestor-worship. 
.•• Nail-cutter. 
••• DanCing. 
.•• A jewel for juvenals worn round the waist. 
... A Sanskrit work 011 medicine. 
••• A sacred tree. 
••• A jewel for juvenals worn round the waist. 
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Nindd 
Nirallion 

Nishi 

... 

Nitai 
Niumbhanga 

Pddril 
Pdgri ... 
Pdji 
Paka df'ykhd 
puM. jalpan. 
Pdlki 

Pall-ball ... 
Pdn 
Pallchtlli 
Pa7lchamrila 
Pdn-dan 
Pdpar 
Pa"aMZ 
Parban. 
l'ashmina ••• 
Paisaia 
paitra ••• 
Pattra-darll"ani 

Paul 

PaUl Sankrant 

Paykati 
PhO.g 
PikdM 
Pinda 
Pirali 
Piray 

GLOSSARY • 

... Finding fault with. 
• •• Immersion of image in river after being 

worshipped • 
... Midnight: 
... A popular ballad singer. 
... Literally means breaking of rules. The d"y 

from which the re.trictions imposed during 
mourning are removed • 

... Missionaries. 
... Head dress, a turhan. 
• .. Mean, wicked. 
... Final marriage-settlement. 
... Feast given o( sweetmeat. only. 
••• A kind of conveyance carried by (our bearer. 

011 their shoulders . 
..• A vegetable much liked by the Hindoo •. 
... Betel. 
.... Musical drama. Popular ballads. 
... See note, p. 306. 
... A tray {or betel-nuts, &c. 
... A kind of cake. 
... Next world. 
... Festivals. 
... Woollen. 
• •• Village school. 
,_, Literally lear, letter; marriage agreement. 
... Present of money given to would-be brid~-

Itrooms . 
••• Ninth month of the Hindoo calendar: Decem­

ber-J anuary • 
... Last day o( the month of PaUl; the second day 

of Cake Festival • 
••• Faggots. 
... A kind of red powder used in Boli {estival. 
"" A spittoon. 
••• Funeral cake. 
... An Olltcast. 
••• Wooden seat. 



l'il4li 
Pil;jlllfp4. 
PO/fa 

Pol40 

Prajdpati ... 

Prall 

PralimiU 
Pralipada ••• 
Prfl1101U1,. ••• 
Pra!j1scAillra 
Prondm 

Pro1lami 

Pajd 
PurriabisAaAa 
PuroAit 

PrupanJuli ••• 
PatAi 

RUM, 

Raj 
Raj4. 
Rilillfui • .•• 
114.11&a CAandra 
Rdma!ltlna 

R4.mproJ6d 
Rar-luitll.4. ... 
Ra. • 

Ra.ogolla ••• 
Rdcana 
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••• Rice-paste. 
••• A jewel for the back. 
••• Sacred thread of the sacerdntal class. 
••• A l\Iahomedan dish. now become fashionable 

-amongst Hindoos. 
_. God of Fate, another name of BraJama, the 

creator, the first person of the Hindoo 
Trinity . 

••• Literally life; term of endearment used in 
addresSing sweethearts. 

!" Images of gods. 
• •• First day after lIew and filII mOOD. 
• •• Litera!ly SilO. 
••• Atonement. 
••• Bow, a mode of sainting the senior in vogue 

amongst the natives of Bengal. 
_ Small amollnts of money offered to gods and 

goddesses at the time of making obeisance 
to them. 

_. Worship. 
••• Orgies • 
... Literally well-wisher of a family; family priest. 
... 01lering of Howers. 
• •• l\Iannscript sacred books. 

••• Krishna'. principal sweetheart, a milkmaid. 
RUM nnd Krishna are model lovers. 

••• Reign, kingdom. 
••• King • 
••• Feqlale monsters, or cannibals. 
• •• The deified hero of the R4.m4gmuJ. 
._ One of the two great epic poems of the 

Hindoos. 
••• A popular ballad singer • 
••• 'Vidow-bamled, i .•. , without any jewels on. 
• •• A festival' of Krishna. 
• •• A kind of sweetmeat. 
•• 1 The monster king of Ceylon, with ten heads 

and twenty bands, the principal bero of 
the Ramagana. 

x 
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Rayk4b ... 
Rayowbhtit. 

RaywoB 
Rek 
Ri.,hi& 

Sabh4 
Sadha"tiB ... 

GLOSSARY • 

... 'A small plate (dish). 
• .. A cl1\88 of people who are neit.1Jer bl'ggar. 

,nor religious mendicants, of decent appear­
ance, and in Bocilll scnle below the prlee' 
class, wbose precarious living i. tlte occa­
sionRI charity given them during tlU! 

BlIraddha and marriHge ceremoniel, Con­
sequently, they are of all the mOlt trouble­
some and discontented people, and, like 
Oliver, always ask for more. 

, •. See Rayobha/ •• 
... A small bllsket for measuring grain, corns, &c, 
... Sain ts, sages. 

... Assembly. 

... Those whose busband. are alive. 
SdrlAfJi •••. Virtuous woman. 
Safeyd4 ••• Pounded rice. 
Saheb loqueB •••. Europeans. 
Sajuti orSanjuti Brata A religious vow, performed by unmarried.girl. 

SakhisangMd 

Sahtas 

Sakti 

Sa/gram SUd 
S41i 
Sam6.jik 
Sanai 
Sarlde. 
~'andhya 

Sang 
• Sankha:dhani 
Saptami ... 

onl, • 
... Songs expressi'Ve of newl conveyed to Rri"'na 

by Brinda (one of Kri8hna', '''~:Itbeart.) 
of the pangll of lIeparation felt by the 
milkmaids • 

••• A religious sect, followere of K4li, wllo can 
ofter animal sacrifice Rnd ent animal (o,od • 

••• Literalll strength. Another name of K4li 
(wife of Shi"a) •• 

, •. A household god. 
•• Sister-in-law (wife's lister). 

••• Social presents • 
... Flute. 
••• A kind of sweetmeat. 
, .. Literally eve'nin~ ;.daily evening service. 
••• Carricature representation 
••. Sound of conch • 
... Literally 8eventh day of tIle new and full 

moon; firat day ofDurga-puja. 



S"ra • 
Sara Stlngraha 
SUI'nswali .•• 
Sari 

Sarjya.tolaJli 

Sarvuswn .•• 
SfUtyan 

San 

Sqtin 
Saudaml1li ... 

Sawsur 
Sawsuri 
Seyteyra-puja 

Shad 

GLOSSARY • 

••• Earthen vessel, covering for Handi. 
... An abridged Sanshit work on medicine. 
... Goddess of speech and learning. 
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• .. Is a. piece of cloth, li yards long, by It yards 
wide, for adult, with borders, the ground 
'generally being white, buJ; sometimes colored, 
striped, checked, or otherwise. It is the 
only garment of Hindoo female, which 
covers her from head to foot,-that is, one­
half is worD round the loins and the other 
half serves the purpose of covering tbe 
upper part of her body, as well as veiling 
the head. Widows are religiously prohi­
bited from wearing bordered or colored 
saris. They nse a piece of cloth of same 
length and breadth, but always white. 
However, they are allowed tl> use silk saries 
(of course uubordered and uncolored as 
above) 011 festive Qccasions • 

.. Honorarium paid to bridesmaids for remov­
ing the temporary bed set up for bride and 
bridegroom on the night of marriage,-an 
office which they are privileged to perform • 

.. , A Sanskrit work 011 'medici.ne. 
... Rt:ligious atonement; a service like the mass 

of the Romish Church • 
... Literally clmste; a Ilame of Durga. ; immola­

tion of Hindoo widow • 
••• Rival wife. 
... Name of· a girl; literally lightning, to which 

bhe is likened . 
•• : Father-in-law. 
... Mother-in.law. 
... Worship of the God of Fate Oil the 6th night 

after birth of a ch·i1d. . 
... Means 'j desire." Here (pp. 306-7) it means 

a ceremony and entertainment given on the 
lith, 7th, and 9th month of pregnancy. On 
which occasion all desirable (palatable) 
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ShllndhyrJ,'p",jtJ 

Sharul- 8hushi 

Skastra 
ShllytJma 
Sh,ddi 
Skioa 

GLOSSARY. 

eatables are given to pregnant:" women, II 
well 01 to the female guest. invite~ 'l'lti. 
ceremony orij!:inated with the kIea that thi. 
is the most CI itical time for It womnn, allli 

sh" might not lurvive the (Iweet) pnin of 
childbit·th; 10 the relations and frien"s 
become anxious for her, anti feed, clothe, 
and eNtertain her in tho best way they cau • 

••• Special puja (111 the second dlly of the l?urga. 
puja festival. 

.•• Liternlly moou flf a particular season, wben 
she shines brigbter than ever. llere it is 
the nnme of a girl, who is likened tv tbe 
moon of thllt season. 

... Sacred book . 
••• Anoth!!r lIame of tbe godJes8 K6.1i. 
... Hemp. 
... The destroyer, third person uf the nillduo 

'l'rinity. 
Shl"ad or Shl"addha ... Funerlll ceremony. 
Shobeb01 al ••• A Mahomedau festival • 
:ihuoa-drUli 
Shuv,J-k.m rna 

.""'ddka 
S,ddha chtil 
~zdhesu:al i 
Sinnur 
Smtlurchupri 

Rlllti 
SUa 

Sitahaur 
Sital Shaslhi 

Sitduoge 
Sitori 
Slok" 
Smriti 

••• Auspicious sight. 
.. Meritorious work. 
•.• Ally thing boiled • 
... l~ice husked by boiling •. 
••• Allother name of the goddeu KILli. 
... Vel million. 
.• , '1'oilet bux made of bamboo-barka lined with 

sbells; silver onel are made for the wealth1. 
".' A jewel for forehead. 
... Rama Chandra', wife, heroine of the IltJ1Il"­

yana • 
... A jewel for forehead •. 
••• A!l0~ber name or the goddess Slulllhi, wbose 

festivity is U'bserved bI eating .totle fout!. 
"' •• A kind of sweetmeat. 
... Presents given in winter. 
_. Verses. 
... Sacred book. 



Sonarch6.tul 
So,-oI1& 

Sri 

Srimat Vag-bat 

Srll!i 
Subachani ••• 
Sudra 
Sliji 
Sul/(uara 

74bij 
Toga 

... 
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.. , J.itel'lIl1y golden moon; a term of endt!ar~ellt. 
••• SiXteen different kinds of gifts allotted to 

Bn\bmlms during shr6.ddlta ceremony. They 
-are 119 follow :-

]. Land, or its value. 
2. Seat (wooden) or a piece of carpet. 
3. A waterpot. 
4. A plate with rice. 
5. A plate with a piece of cloth. 
6. A plate with "'p;arland of flowers. 
7. A plate with a piecE?, of sandalwood. 
S. A milch cow, or its value. 
9. An umbrella. 

] 0: A pair of sllOes. 
) 1. A tray for betel-nut. 
12. A lamp-stand. 
] 3. A piece of silver. 
14. A piece of gold. 
15. A bed. 
16. ,A plate with a fruit, generally a cocok­

nut . 
••• Emblem of prosperity and beauty; it is 

made of rice-paste, of conical shape; and 
with its colored ornaments, which are also 
made of the same material, it bears a 
distant resemblance to a Xmas cake . 

••. Sacred book of the Hindoos, especially for 
the Vaisltnab class. 

'e. Sacred ~ooks; traditions. 
e •• A goddess. 
.e. Servile caste • 
••• Gt'ainy flour. 
e •• Literally comfortable seat; bridal convey-

ance • 
••• Sun. 

••• A gold at"mlet. 
.,. A jewel wont above the elbow in the-shllpe 

of a bangle. 
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T tf7~Ilf& 11 a 
Tanira Shdatra 
Tap 
Td1'4hUr 
TnrMI; 
Taatwam 

T/ltwd 

Tar 
Terchd Sdri 

TMkurdd/dli 
Thakurgh",' 
Thdklll'po ... 

T1Idld 
fi,itta 
Theyl; 

Thllk-thllk 
Tila [(anchlln ) 

Shraddha J 
Tilthas 
Todd!J-lthdmuJ 
7om-tom 
TriBul 
Tuls; 

Ulu. Uta, Ulu 

Ulighia 
Uraui 

Uttari 

GLOSSARY. 

... Sport, jokes, fnn, amusemente. 

... Sncred books of th e' Sakta lect. 
... Heat. 
... A gold chain for neck. 
... Vegetable dish • 
... Religious mendicant. 

.. Literally enquiting after nne', health. In 
cnse of relatives presents are given 'm ,oeh 
occa,ions . 

... A gold jewel for arm, and a costly onl'. 

.. Fane, Sdri, with Ilanting rows of t!"wen or 
stripes • 

.... Place of woullip. 
... Place of worship. 
... Sisters-in-law (elder brother'. wile) Uli. tM_ 

term in verbally addressing their husband'. 
younger brother •. 

... A large plate (dish). 

... Pleasnntries • 
... Widow's garment, a piece of cloth withon' 

any border or coloI'. 
... Supernatural influence. 

.•• Inexpensi,e funeral ceremony. 

... Places, of pilgrimage. 
•.• Where fermente~ palm-juice i. aold. 
"' Drum. 
••• A a-pronged weapon. 
... A holJ plan'; Ocimum lonetum. 

••• Sounda indicative of exceeaive joy QUere,) by 
women only on cer'ai .. ceremonial f1cCllliolllJ. 

... Corset. 
"' A loose vesture for covering the body; .ome­

time. worn over chRpkalJ, (rizze(l 

... A sbed oC cloth worn by the chief mQurner 
for one month, at one end of wliicb an iron 
keI is (lIStened to keey oft evil 'l,irit. 



Vauhnallas 

Vasan 
Vtith 
Ye!llti 

... 

Vlkramadit!la 

Y,/wu 
Yipra 
Vi8Ar,u 

YOjllf1 

Yama 

YoglU or jogas 
Y udhuthira 

Yuga& 

Zabardast ••• 
Zentil"j 

GLOSSARY. 343 

••• A' religions .sect, followers of Vishnu, com-
monly known as Bt.lirdgis. 

••• Same as Niralifan, or immersion. 
••• Boiled rice • 
••• Semicarpru anacardium. A kind of DUt, the 

b.lack acrilt juice of which serves the 
purpose of marking-ink to Indian Dhobies 
(waShermen). 

.•• A king, who was a great patron 9f learning; 
there is an era current in ~ellgal reckon­
inl! from his time. 

'" See Billa patr". 
•• ~ Brahmans are call ell .Yipra. 
"', The preserver, second person of the Hindoo 

Trinity • 
••• Literally means eating. It is an entertain­

ment to one's own caste-people. No others 
cao, partake of it without violating the rules 
of caste. 

••• God of death. 
•.• Auspicious time. 
.•• One of the five Pandallas, heroes of the great 

epic poem Maltdbltarat. 
•• : Ages. 

• •• High-handed. 
'" Harem. 

PRL.'ttED BY THACKER, SPINK & CO., CALCUTTA. 
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FROM 

E. n. COWELL, ESQ., LLD., 
Profe88or oj Sanskrit at Cam'fJridge. 

My DEAR S~ 

I have read your volume with very great 
interest; it seems to me an exceedingly good book. I bave 
long desired tha.t such a book should be compiled j it seems.to 
me a mirror of na.tive manners and customs. It must be full 
of the deepest interest to anyone who cares about India and 
the Hindoo people. 

It especially interested me, as I bad been lately reading 
through the old poem of Chandi; and several allusions which 
I could not understahd were explained by your book. 

I hope your book will be appreciated as it deserves, and that 
you will add some more of these photographio sketches of 
Benga.li life if it should reach a second edition. 

FRO), 

I remain, 
Yours sincerely, 

E. B. CowELL. 

THE Hoy. W. W. HUNTER, LLD., C.LE., &c., 

CALCUTl'A. 

My DEAR Sm, 

I am much obliged to you for the copy ot 
your 'work, which you s~ l?ndly sent me. I had already 
perused the volume before leaving England, and I cordially 
endorse the commendations of the English press upon it. In 
showing us " The Hindoos as they are" you bave placed within 
the reach' of Englishmen; both in India and at Home, a vast. 
stora of facts which was practically inaccessible to any man ot 
their race, but which it is of the highest imporU\nce that they 
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should be acquainted with. The litetary workmanship of the 
book is equal to the value af its materials, and I am sincerely 
glad. to hear that a new edition has alre~dy been called for. 

I am, 

'Very faithfully yours, 

W. W. HUNTER. 

Witham, Ess~. 

My DEAR Sm, 

I have read your book with very great interest, 
and sincerely hope that the sale will reward you for the time 
and labour you have spent in endeayouripg to make your 
countrymen better known to the people of England. 

Yours very faithfully, 

J. TALBOYS WHEELER. 

Calcutta. 

My DEAR Sm,-

I a.m reading your book carefully, and value it 
exceedingly. 

DEAR Sm, 

Yours m6st respectfully, 

JOSEPH COOK, 

Boston Lecturer . 

.Allahabad. 

The book is interesting in many respects, a.nd 
as to its oomposition, it is wonderfully well written. 

SIR ROBERT STUART, KT., 

Chief Justice; N. W. P., 
tM'ough his Chief Cle1·". 
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Conoor, Neilgherry Hill .. 

DEAR Sm, 
I am ve,ry much pleased with your book. It 

is all the more interesting, as many of the customs pourtrayed 
are strikingly different from 'those of the Hindoo8 of Southern 
India. It is an admirable book. 

Yours rai thfuily, 

L C. INNES, C.S., 
Late Offg. Chief Justice, M(l.d1'fll. 

I have derived much pleasure from your book. It is' a. 
work the facts of w"hic1'l ate as accurate in their representation 
of Hindoo life as its scope is remarkable for the extent of its 
range. I may ca~ it an exhaustive treatise on the subject. 

K.·U BUERJEA, LLD. 

" We have seldom read any book with greater interest; and 
we have 'l"ead it, not as reviewers general1y read, glancing a. 
little here and a little there, but we have read every word at 
it from the" beginning to the end. .. • .. We offer our 
thanks to Babu Shib Chunder Bose for the deeply interesting 
volume which he has presented to the world. For ourselves, 
we "confess that we have learned' from him' some details of 
Hindoo customs with ~hich we were not previously acquaint­
ed."-Rev. Lal Behari Day in tIle Bengal Jlogazine. 
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o PIN ION 3 0 F THE PRE S S. , 
TIle Til1te8. 

.. This account of Hindoo lite 
in Bengal by an educated and 
intelligent Bengali throws im­
portant lights on an interesting 
subject. I?hib Chunder Bose has 
little need to apologize in his pre­
face fo~ ideas imperfectly ex­
pressed in foreign idioms. He 
writes very crerutable English. 
. . ....• His pictures of the 
manners and customs of his coun­
trymen are unreservedly faith­
ful. and censequently uncompli­
mentary. He demonstrates, in­
directly, but very conclusively, 
that the only prospect of their 
elevating themselves socially is 
in breaking with the prejudices 
of caste and immemorial custom, 
in asserting independence of 
thought, and the liberty of indivi-· 
dual action. The change must 
inevitably be 8Io~, at the best; 
although we already see the be­
ginnings of it in the great cities. 
...... But the work we are 
reviewing clearly proves that 
there 6re native gentlemen of no 
ordinary capacity, who have pene­
trated below the surface of Euro­
pean life and thought, and who 
mal become the apostles of pro­
gTess among their countrymen as 
the field is cleared for their la­
bours. The author is alive t6 the 
monstrosities of the system he 
condemns, and has formed defi­
nite ideas as to how they may be 

correc~ed. His present volume is 
confined to pictures of Hindoo 
society in Bengal, and especially 
in CaJ.cutta. He proposes to fol­
low it up by others, which shall 
treat of the remaining Provinces 
of India." 

Satlll'day Ret·lew. 

.. The writer of this work would, 
doubtless, if he had been bern 
and lived in England, be termed 
by frieJ:ds and foes an advanced 
Liberal. He is a Hindoo gentle­
man, a native of Lower Bengal, 
and a member of one of the three 
great houses or clans which, by 
popular consent and unimpeach.' 
able tradition, are known as the 
Kulin Kayasthas of Bengal .•• _ 
But it is clear that he has so 
mastered English thought and 
literature, that he may fairly be 
termed, in the words of Dean 
'stanley" in hIS Jcwl8h Church, 
a !ink between "the immovable 
repose of the Oriental and the 
endless activit.Y and freedom of 
tlie Occidental World." .•••. 
The veil is removed from the 
zenana, and we have an enumera· 
tion of the ceremonies practised 
at the bir~h of a Hindoo, at his 
assumpt,ion, if a Bra.hman, of the 
sacred thread, at his marriage, at 
his death, and at the Shraddha, or 
sacrificial suppers to deceased re­
lations. The details of each of 
these events, as well as the cere· 
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monies of cherished national fes-· 
tivals, such as the Durga and tlle 
KaIi Poja, are given with a fuI­
ness and a minuteness to which 
no Englishman can pl;etend. • •• 
Thia volume comes to ns with a 
deeper signification than appears 
on the surface. The distance 
which separates the grey.haired 
reformer of 1881 from the lad, 
who, half in curiosity and half 
in "terror, accompanied a savage 
mob to aee his relative burn on 
her husband's funeral pile, is Dot 
to be measured by a mere half­
century. Bentinck would have 
been ~lad to recognize in this 
Bengali gentleman a native who 

'justified his beneficent reforms, 
and Englisnmen who remember 
the obstacles encountered forty­
five years ago by Macaulay, Doff, 
'and Trevelyan, will admit that 
there is some hope for the Hin­
dOO8'of Benkal when their follies 
and extravagances are frankly 
and fairly criticized and held np 
to rE-probation by one of them· 
selves." 

The G1·aphic. 

"TIuJ IlI.doo. a. Uuy ar6 is 
as interesting a book as we have 
read for a long time. Mr. Shib 
Chunder Bose writes excellent 
English, and he is a man of large 
and varied experience, eminently 
qualified to lift the veil from the 
inner life of his count;Ymen ••• 

• ;. It is what it profel!8e1 to be 
a simple, faithful delineation ot 
the present state of llindoo eo-. 
ciety in Bengal, and especially in 
Calcutta, the Athena of Hindooa­
tan." 

St. Jamrl BNoget. 

"The work before nil ill a no­
velty. A Hindoo gentleman of 
Calcutta undertakes to .tell Eng­
lish renders all about the domestio 
life of his fellow-citizens .•••. 
Mr. Bose furnishes graphio des­
criptions of the dailylile in Hin· 
doo honsehold., and inexpreWbly 
dreary it seems in European eyes. 
• • .• In conclusion, we com­
mend Mr. Bosc'. book as a valu­
able contribution to a better 
knowledge ot the llindOOl ot the 
-present day. and as calculated to 
prove of political nloe to tbe 
people both of :england and Ia. 
dia." 

TILe Scotlfll4 It. 
.. A book of very exceptional 

valne is Tlu lIiTUloo. fU tlv,. are," 
by Shib Chunder Bose. It is a 
detailed description of the domes­
tic economy ot the llindoo hOUle­

hold, the mode of lile ot each of 
its members, the maDDer in which 
children are reared and educated, 
the customs which regulate the 
positions and acts of men and 
women, the working of the insti­
tution ot caste, the rites of all 
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the more important among' the 
many religious and family festi­
vals observed by the Hindoos, and 
so forth. The work derives its 
distinctive importanoe from the 
faot that the writer is a native 
Bengali, a man of exoeptional in­
telligenoe and foroe of oharaoter, 
who has added Western oulture 
to an ample stook of Hindoo 
learning and experlenoe, and who 
is able to speak on the subjeots 
he here treats with the authOJ"ity 
of personal knowledge' and ob­
servation. He has acqui;ed a 
thorough mastery of our lan­
guage, as this book abundantly 
proves, for there ill scaroely a 
single peouliarity of style to indi­
oate that it has been written by a 
foreigner. He has performed his 
undertaking in an nnpre~ntious, 
straightforward fashion, and he 
supplies a mass of information 
about the domestio life and cus­
toms of the Hindoos suoh as is 
not presented in any other book 
of whioh we have knowledge, in 
so clear and succinot Ii form." 

Free Ch?t1'ch Recorll. 

" A remarkable book .•.•• ad­
mi~ably supplying a long-felt 
want." 

. T1U! Leeds Mel·~1try. 

" T1U! Hi'Tulooll all they are is a 
most interesting and valuable 

book on a subject of whiQh Eng­
lish people know very little ••.• 
• • • Though p'resenting his views 
in another languagd than his 
own, Shib Chunder Bose writes 
English with singular clearness 
and freedom, and he has made a 
most admirable olassifioation of 
his details. . • •. Of the unfor­
tunate oondition of Hindoo wo.­
men we know something through 
the agenoy of the Zenana Mis­
sions, but Shib Chunder BC'se 
throws a stronger light on the 
subjeot than any which has yet 
been shed through the agenoy of 
annual reports." 

Englislt>nan.. 

"If any of our readers are ouri. 
ous about the domestio life of the­
H!ndoos, we oan confidently oom­
mend to their notioe a volume 
entitled 'The Hindoos as they 
are,' by Baboo Shib Chunder Bose, 
which has just been published by 
Messrs. Newman and Co. The 
first Chapter, on the Hindoo house: 
hold,-serves as an introduction to 
the rest of the book, which des­
cribes in detail the more promi­
nent ceremonial and social inoi­
dents of Hindoo life. Taken. by 
itself, it is an important contri­
bution to the world's knowltldge 
of an obscure but interesting 
subject, and is alone 'Worth the 
price of the book. 
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.. To tulness of knowledge the 
author adds great candour, and 
it would be dimcul~ to find either 
a more accurate presentment, or 
a more impartial criticism, of the 
facts, than is furnished in his 
pages. His style, too, is a.t once 
graphic and unaffected." 

Indian IJail!/ l't"etr#. 

II This is the work of a man 
who knows what he is writing 
about. In boyhood, familiar with 
the inner life of Native Bengal 
society, and more or less ill; con~ 
tact with it for fifty years, he 
reproduces in this book a series of 
recollections and vivid pictures of 
native society, which have all the 
merit of simple truthfulness. 
• • • The work is highly in­
teresting and instructive, and is 
likely to be widely read." 

Stattlm:ln. 

"The book ought to be in the 
hands of every Christian, and of 
\Ivery Christian Missionary who 
wishes to know what a lIindoo 
has to say on the preseIl.t state of 
Hindoosociety. w.e anticipate for 
it a wide circulation both in Eng: 
land.and in India." 

Pitmeer. 

. "1\[81 be honestly recommended 
to all who desire 1.0 study the life 

of the denizens of this land • 
• • • Dabo.) Shib Chundel' 
Dose, the author of the work be­
fore us, is introduced to the reader 
by the Rev. W. Hutie, D.D., Prin. 
cipal of the General Assembly'. 
Institution, who assure. us that 
the Daboo 'JI an enlightened Den­
gali of matured conviction and 
ch~r&cter, who has received th. 

• stirring impulse of Western cul. 
ture and thought.' None the leBI U. 

• he 8. patriotio Hindoo, thoroughly 
verse4 ,in the nYI and worb of 
Hindoo society, especially as it 
exists in the Lower Provinces." 

Clril au Military Oautte. 

"iii is the manners, c~toml, 
and inner life of Hindoo society 
in Dengal which Shib Chnnder 
DOBe describea. On this Illbject 
he has much to .. y that is 
instructive, and, untortunately. 
more that is Bad. 

"The book is 8. good alId in­
structive one, and leta mnch light 
into the biner life of 8. Hindoo. 
from the moment of his advent 
into t~e.world until, overtaken b1 
his last; sicknesa, he is carried 
dowil by his friends to the banb 
of the sacred Ganges or Hoogh­
Iy." 

Hanut Field, JIadral. 

"This work desenes, &I we 
trust it will receiTe, a mOBt cor-
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dial welcome from all who desil:e 
to know the people of this coun~ 
try as they really are. * * * 
He has produced an eminently 
readable and valuable book, and 
given to us a wealth of know­
ledge regarding a world which we 
cannot see for ourselves. To those 
who love to study the wlJ.Ys of men. 
in India, and who little dream, 
of the pathos and poetry which 
lie below the surface, this book 
should be truly welcome, while to 
missionaries who ~eek not to des­
troy the poetry, but to add to ~he 
purity of. social life, it will be 
simply invaluable. aud should 
awaken in them a more tender 
sympathy, and give renewed sti­
mulus to their efforts." 

Indian E0a.ngeZicaZ Revie'll}. 

"The chief excellences of the 
book are its accurate descriptions 
of the Hindoos as they are, its un­
hesitating denunciation of the 
evil (and the evil is great and 
fearful, and heart-rending), and 
the pleasing, interesting manner, 
and, as a rule, the very correct 
style, in which the whole thing is 
told." 

EJ)prcss. 

"To detail eve~ a. tithe of the 
ceremonial observances of a Hin­
doo marriage -as related by Baboo 
Shib -Chunder .Bose-would re-

quire an edition of the EIXprc86 
£.or the pnrpose. The narra.tive, 
however, is surprisingly interes~ 
ing • _ . especiaUy to Europeans, 
who know so little, as a. rule, 
about the inner lives of our Aryan, 
brethren of the upper classes of 
native society." 

Inflian Mirror. 

41 Written by a Hindoo, whG 
must be better acquainted with 
the inner life of his countrymen 
than strangers can ever be ex­
pected to be ; the work is, as might 

'be naturally supposed, a repository 
of much minuter information 
aoout Hindoo life than what has 
been hitherto collected and 
brought to light by other writers, 
who, on account of their foreign. 
blood and alien religion, could noli 
have had free access to Hindoo 
society. The descriptions con~ 

tained in the volume before us 
are, no doubt, the result of great 
labor and careful observation. 
* * • 'l'he work abounds in So 

mine of information that will 
certainly be found new by Euro­
peans. * * * As for its gene­
ral get-up, and the rich and en. 
tertaining variety of' matter it 
embodies, the book before us is 
one of the best and most inter­
esting that has ever been publish­
ed on. this difficult, if not alto-' 
gether unexplored, subject * * 
• * If the writer can succeed 
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in bringing about such a happy 
consummation, he will earn, an<J 
deservedly too, the Ia.'!ting grati. 
tude of his countrymen for his 
disinterested labors in the accom­
plishment of his self .'imposed 
task." 

JOllrnal of the National Indian 
.. ,litsociation. 

" The title, at all events, of this 
book is attractive. It produces 
a sensation akin to that caused by 
the opening of a sealed 1}00k, the 
discovery of a long-concealed 
treasure, the revelation of the 
mysteries of a secret society. 
Hindoo life has always been re­
presented, by Hindoos themselves, 
as a sort of arcana, into the secrets 
of which it were vain for the Wes­
tern mind to attempt to penetrate. 

"The chapter describing the 
principal Hindoo festivals will be 
found full of interest. The des­
criptions are not those of a super. 
ficial observer, but are graphic 
pictures drawn from life, showing 
pot only the outward features­
often of a very revolting nature 
-which characterize these festi· 
vals, but the household ceremo-

nies, and particularly those which 
are observed by the temale in· 
mates. 

"The book is vigorously and 
graphically written, and ,houM 
be in the hands ot every one who 
sees in the moral, social, and in· 
tellectual amelioration ot our 
Eastern dependency .. pressing 
Ilational duty." 

LJlcknom lVitnuI. 

" There is a general agree}Dent 
on the part ot those tully quali. 
fied to give opinion, that it {s 

aocurate and trustworthy in its 
facts, that it details the .social 
and religious observances of the 
Hir.doos tU tllffJ/ a"6 to-day.o This 
is much. The book seems to fill 
a gap. We know of nothing 
exactly like it. We can tery 
heartily commend it. We think 
it will be widelyl50ught for as a 
convenient popular compendium 
of important information. Some 
of this indeed is commonl,. known. 
or is accessible in other ahllpes. 
but there is much in the booi 
that will be Dew to almost all 
who have Dot moved in the inner· 
most circles of Hindoo life." 
• 


