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Ceylon Social Service League.

COMMITTEE MEETING.

The winutes of a mesting of the General Com-
mittee of the Ceylon Social Bervice League held
on Tuesday, the 5th September, st 5 p.m.

1. Present : Sir P. Arunachalam (in the Chair),
2ev. Messra. A. E. Restarick and G. A. F. Sena-
ratue, Dr. J. 8. de Silva, Messrs. H. L. de Mel,
M. T. de Amaresekera, M. Casim Iemail, A. B.
tomay, J; A. Maartensz, A. Mabadeva, Ama-
dorw Mendis, Martinug C. Perera, D. F. Sura-
weera, (v A. Wille, G. P. Wishard and Messrs.
D R. Wijewardene and C. H. Z. Fernando, Hon.
Secretarns,

2, Redd letters from Revds. W. H. Rigby and
0. J. C.'Beven and Mr. L. W. A. de Soysa, re-
gretting their wnability to be present at the meet-
my,

5. Minutes of last meeting held on 6th Jolv
lust having been read and econfirmed, a Report
(new pages 4-13) of the work done since the last
mecting during the two monthe (6th July to 5th
September) was read and considered.

4. The Treasurer submitted » financial state-
ment of the special fund opened on May last for
flonl rehef, The receipts (including value of rice
contributions) were R5,979-27, an§ the expendi-
twe R4,223-37, leaving a balance of R1,755-88.

5. Reeolved that the Flood Relief Fund be
cloved, that the statement of acconnts (page 13) be
published iu the Press, that the balance in hand
H1,755-88 be set apart as @ Flood Relief Fund to
he unlised in case of future floods, and that it be
meanwhile deposited by the Treasurer in the Bank
of Madras 2s a fined deposit.

6. The Treasnrer eubmitted the financial state-
ment of the General Funds of the league, and
stated that the sum of R1,000, which was, by re-
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solution of the Genersl Comiuittee on 12th April,.
ordered to be transferred under Rule 16 to a Re-
serve Fund, had not yet been invested. Resolved’
that the Trustees be .instructed to invest the-
amount to the best advantage.

7. Resolved that the Chairman, Sir P. Aru-
nachalam, the Secretaries, Messrs, D. R. Wije-
wardene snd C. H, Z. Fernando, and Mr. R.
Mabesa be nominated to serve on the Committee-
of the Plumbago Employees’ Co-operative Credit
Society established under the auspices of the
League. ’ -

8. The names of the following new members
who have joined the League were submitted by,
the Secretaries :—Hon, Mr. A. J. R. de Soysa,
Mr. D.D. Pedris, Mr, E, C. de Fonseka, Mr. C.W.
8 Fernando snd Mr. H. P. C. de Bilva, the first
uamed ag 8 Guaranteeing member under Rule 7.

9. Resad the correspondence of the Lesgue with
Government, with the Actuing Police Magistrate
of Avisawells and othets on the subject of impri-
sonment for labour offencea. and the Despatch of
the Secretary of Btate for the Colonies to the-
Governor of Fiji, dated 24th March, 191§, intima-
ting his ‘'decision that the power to imprison for
labour offences must be definitely eliminated from
the labour laws of ¥ip, British Guiana, Trinidad
and Jamaica before the end of this year.”

10. The Committee then considered the Draflt
Ordinance published in the Ceylon Government
Gazette of 25th “Augnet, amending the Y.abour
Ordinance No. 11 of 1855.

11. Resolved that the League (1) thanks the
Ceylon Government for the Draft Ordinance to
amend the Iabour Qrdinance, published in the-
Ceylon Government Gazette of 2ith August last,
for the relief of women and children from impn-
sonment, bup (2) considers that the propossd relief
is inadequate and (3) recommends to Government
(a) the omission of the two provisoes of sub-clavse
2 80 as to make the relief complete snd (h) the-
extension of the relief to male nduits; and (4) con-
firms ity instruction of the Gth July to the Chair-
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man and the Secretaries to take all necessary mea-
sureg to secure that this form of pomshment for
labour offences be eliminated from our Statute book.

12. Read and considered (1) the Report dated
13th August of the sub-Committee appointed to
-congider the question of thg training of mid-
wives for work in the villagee and (2) the schewe
framed thereon by the Chairman and outlineg in
para 13 of this day's Report. Resolved that the
scheme be approved and the pecessary expenditure
incarred.

13. Resolved to hold a cooference of ladies in-
terested in social service on Baturday, the 23rd
-of this month, with a view to ionmng a Ladies’
branch of the League

14. Resolved that Prof. 6. H. Leonard of the
Bristol University be thanked for his lecture on
Sockal Service at the Pettah Library .on the 10th
August, for his conference with the members of
the League on the 15th August, and for his gift
of useful hooks to the League, and that & record
be made of the League's appreciation of his valu-
able services and etnmulatmg influence.

15. Resolved that the award of. prizes for sani-
tation and cleanliness in the poorer parta of Col-
ombo be postponed from December to April, to
allow of sufficient time for the mecessary arrange-
ments to be completed and for six months’ in-
spection of fhe selected lanes before the award.

With s vote of thanks to the Cbmr, the proceed-
ings terminated.
D. R. WIJEWARDENE,
C. H. 2. FERNANDO,
Hon. Secretaries.

For Report of Work referred to in page 1,
para 3, see pages 4-12.
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Report of work done bince the last Mecting of the
General Committes in the two months
6th July to bth September, 1916,

Froop Ravuer.

1. The Flood Relief organized by the League
in May last and of which particulars were given
in the Report of 6th July was ocontinued during
this period, during which Government elso afforded

ief in pursuance of the promise made in the
Legislative Council on 21st June. The Sessional
Paper XI of 1915 contsing an official record of the
damsge and distress caused and of the relief
afforded by Government. The Gavernment Agent,
W.P., in hig letter to Government gays : *'A con-
siderable amount of assistance is reported to bave
been efforded to the people by the Bocial Servies
League. I am sure the Government will much
appreciate the sction taken by it."

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

3. Anpnexed (page 19) is 8 statement of the
League's receipts snd expenditure on ae-
count of Flood Relief. The total amount
collected was RG56,979-87, including K2,025.
the wvelue of rice an provisions  gifted
by rice merchants, The bslance in hand is
R1,735-88. This includes & sum of R400 received
from Mr. Wilfred V.Mendis on behalf of the '‘Cey-
lonese’* Flood Relief Fund of 1913. A further
sum of R819 is promised by him. It ia recom-
mended that the balance of R1,756-88 be beld in
vesexrve 83 a Flood Relief Funl for futurs emer-

gencies,

Coxpucr or HRADMEN,

3. In our last Deport, para 7, mention was
mads of the misconduct of some headmen in con-
nection with flood relief. His Excellency the Gov-
ernor called for detailsa and pames, and a full
report wag submitted. The Colonial Beoretary
informed wus that the papers were forwarded to
the Government Ageot, W.P., for inguiry and
report. The Government Agent has since informed
uvs that no inquiry will be held. This decision is
to be regretted in the public interest.



0]

4. Io our letter to Govermment, while thanking +
themy for the relief given to the flood-stricken,
it was suggested that leading unofficial residents
such as clergymen,* Buddhist priests, planters,
notaries, echool ters, be iated in the
selection of cases for relief and in the distribution
of relief.

VILLAGH ADMINISTRATION.

5. 'The experience of village administration ob-.
tained in the course of distributing food relief
confirms the opinion of many that the system of
wiilage administration needs considerable overhanl-
ing and the association of non-official persons in
order to protect the interests of the peasantry and
4130 to educste them in the duties of citizenship.
Reform in this direction will have far-reaching,
beneficent effects and is worthy of the attention
of the League.

Sr.ave IsLAND BraxcH o¥ THE LEAGUE.

G. A branch of the League has been opened
in Slave Island Ward by the Ward Member, Mr.
H. L. de Mel, who convened a meeting of the
residents at the Booth Memorial Hall on 26th
July, at which he presided. The Chairman of
the League was present and spoke. Lane visita-
tion circies have been formed and the work of
Social Service is being vig ly prc ted
The League is much indebted to Mr. de Mel for
kis public-spirited and indefatigable efforts and
trusts that his example will be followed in other
wards of the city and in the provinces.

LANE VISITATION.

7. The nature of the work done and the me-
thods followed will appear from the accompany-
ing instructions to Liane visitors and instrue-
tions to house-holders, the latter eirculated mostly
in the vernaculars. The help svd sympathy of
the lane visitors are much appreciated by the
people. In addition to eanitary advice and in-
struction, medical relief and eomforts are distri-
buted, also sosp snd disinfectants. The visitors
themselves have been greatly benefited by these
friendly relations with the poer,
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8. Lane visitation is mow being carried on im
the following areas of the city by the gentlemen
named. The numbers are the numbers of the
slom areas in the list furnished - by the Medical.
Ofticer of Health, Dr, C. V. Aserappa,

Maradana Nor'h.
Area No, 2.  Messra. Martinug C. Perera
and D, 8. Senansysks,
Area No. 3. Mr. F. R. Benanayaka, M.M.C..
and Dr. D. B, Perera.

Maradana South, ~
Area No. 3.  Messrs. T. Ramasamy,
snd A, H. and J. A. Perera..
Colpetty.
Area No. 1.  Dr. J. 8. de Silva,
Mr. I C. Jayssinhs, Mauni--
cipal Inspector,
end Mr. E. 8, Fernando,.
Municipal Overseer,
8t. Paul's. . )
Kochchikade. Messrs, H. Wijenathan, Mani+
: eipal Eogineer,
. and R. Mabhesa,
‘ Jintupitiya. Messgrs. K. Kanagaratnam,
- and N. Supramaniam.

’

Slave Islgnd.
Mr. H, L. de Mel, Mm.m.c.,
and the Blave Island branch-
of the League.

Nromr BcHooLs.

Y. ‘I'be night school mawntained by the League-
at’ Stafford Place was examined on 23rd Avgust
by Mr. Kaonaogara, of the Training College,
whose report is awaited. The total number of boys
on the register is 131 with daly average attend-
ance of 58 English-learming pupils and 37 Rin-
halese-learning  pupile, The night school et
Kotahena has on its register 56 with ap average
sttendance of 32 English-learning pupils and 2%
Binbalese-learning pupils. The msjority in bothe
schoolg are working men and boys.
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ELEMENTARY Envu;-xox v teE CITY. N

10. The efforts of the League in rousing the
sttention of the Governmen:t and public to the
scandalous lack of elementary education in the
city have resulted in a begioning being made
towards supplying the want. For this we are-
greatly beholden to the sympathetic interest of
H. E. 8ir John Anderson and of the new Director
of Education, Mr, E. B. Denham. A sum of
R50,000 has been voted for the building and equip--
ment of a school on a site in Green Street, sup-
plied by the Municipality. No doubt other schools.
will follow. A grave problem that has been
shelved for over %alf-a-centqry is thus. at last ony
the way to a solution.

BociaL STUDY CLASS AND LRCTURES.

11. A Social Study Class continues to be held’
weekly by the Chsirmen and is well attended.
The following lectures have been delivered during-
the last two months, the first five being accom-
panied by lantern slide exhibitions :—

1. Mr, D. R. Wijewardene on the '‘City of

London’ at Kotahena.

2,3 & 4. Mr. Martinus C. Perers on ‘‘Tem-
perance” at Maradana, Polwatte hnd
Panadure.

5. Mr. D. E. Wickramasooria on the ‘‘Ruined’
Cities of Ceylon,” at Borella.

6. Dr. C. A. Hewavitarine on the ‘‘Preserva--
tion of Health,” at the office of the League.

PRrOFESSOR LEONARD OF BRISTOL.

12. In accordance with the resolution of the
General Committee at the last meeting, Prof.
G. H. Leonard of the University of Bristol was,.
on his arrival in Ceylon, invited to deliver an
address on Social Service and very kindly accepted’
the invitation. He delivered a lecture on the
‘‘Ideals of Social Service” at the Pettah Library
on 10th August. The Chairman presided, aud
about 150 were present and greatly eppreciated
the lecture. On Tuesday, the 15th August, Prof.
Leonard me$ the working members of the League
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at this office and addressed them on Bocial work,
giting them most vseful hints snd suggestions.
The conference lasted two bours. He also pre-
sented to the League usefal publications on Bocial
questions. The League has greatly bemefited by
the opportunities of intercourse with him spd by
his stimulating influence,

TraINING oP MIDWIVES FOR THE VILLAGES.

13. The training of midwives for service in the
villageg has, at the instance of Rev. J. E. Peiria
of Seeduwa, been under counsideration of a sub-
Committee. They have had tha advantage of
consultation with Dr. Sinnetamby, the Buperin-
tendent of the De Boysa Lying-in-Home, snd find
that owing to the limited sccommodation the num-
ber of students ig limited and. their admission is
in the order of application. It ig understood that
with two additional rooms (which will cost about
R3,000 to efect) and an annual additional provi-
sion of R1,000, 16 more students counld be trained.
The sub-Committes has beem in eommunication
with members of the Y.egislative Council, and the
Finance Committee of the Council bas recommended
the making of suitable provision.

14. Meanwhile it is hoped through the kind
offices of the Government Agent, W. P.  the
Principal Civil Medical Officer and the Buperin-
tendent of the Lying-in-Home to make a begin-
ning by training one or two women from the
villages as midwives. They will be selected from
s group of villages in which they are to work,
and will be bound down to serve for a definite
peried on a pay of about R15 a month. They
will work wpoder the supervigion of 8 local Com-
niittee who, with the League, will be responeible
for the making up of the difference, if suy, be-
tween that amonnt and the collections from ecases
which can afford to pay her s small feo for her
service.

15. It is 8 worthy object for the liberality of
charitable persons, and donations are invited for
this purpose. Perhaps, later, Goverument may be
indueed to undertake this work themselves and
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muke ‘adequate provision for the supply of mid-
wives,

IMPRISONMENT POR I.ABOUB OFFENCES,

16. In pursnance of the resolution at the last
meeting of the General Committee the subject of
imprisonment of coolies wnder the Labour Ordi-
nance, especially women and children, has en-
gaged careful attention. Several cases of women
imprisoned were bronght to the notice of Govern-
ment. At Prof. Leonard's lecture at the Pettah
Library, the Chairman made pointed allusion to
the scandsl. In only one case was & remission
of part of the sentence granted, viz., in the case
of a woman Nallatangal (with a babe at the breast)
who was sentenced to two months’ rigorous im-
prisonment for quitting an estate.

BiL, AMENDING LABOUR ORDINANCE.

. 17. On 'the 25th August, & Bill amending the
Labour Ordinance 11 of 1865 was published in
the Gazette. This exempts women and children
from imprisonment for Labour offences, exceps in
the ease of women for a second comviction. The
relief granted is inadequate. The relief to
women and children should be abcolute, and
should be extended to male adults. To facilitate
this and t> strengthen the hands of Govern-
ment in fully carrying out their wise and humane
policy, the League 8 in correspondence with
members of Parliament and other public persons
and bodies in Great Britain.

NEED FOR A PROTECTOR OF IMMIGRANT CoOOLIES.

18. Complaints are received from coolieg thab
when they give notice of their intention to “leave
sn estate, pressure is put on them by assaults
and reduction or stoppage of food, to make them
withdraw the notice; and that in defoult, false
charges are trumped up and the recalcitrant cooly ia
sent to jail before the expiration of bis notice. In
8 recent esse 3 cooly, who escaped from the estate
to give notice through the Magistrate was sen-
tenced to threo months’ rigorous imprisonment. A
notice cooly was recently produced befare the Chair-
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wman who bor¢ sbout forty cane marks on bis back
and was regorted by the Medical Officer to bave
spat blood when first geen by him immediately after
the agsault. The offending Buperintendent was Gned
one rupee! These abuses are condemned by all
good planters, but cannot be stopped wuntil there
18 sppointed iay Governmert in each planting
hgtrict, in the vicinity of a Police Court or Kuch-
cheri, a Protector of Immigrant Coolies. Cey-
lonese gentlermen, able to speak Tamil fluently
and to communicate freely with the Tamil coolv,
and having sympsthy, patience and tact, comld
-do much to protect the interests of the ignorant
and helpless cooly and to maintain harmonious
relations between bim and his employer.

Livr INSURANCE POR FISHERMEM,

19. The lamentable loes of life snd property
coused recently among the fishing population by
storms of unueusl severity suggested the expe-
diency of establishing an insarsnce scheme for
lives and boats. The Chairman of the Chamber
of Commerce snd some Insurance Companies were
<ommunicated with, but so far without success,
‘The Mayor of Colombo, who with the Government
Agent has organised relief for the destitute farmi-
lies, has kindly interested himself in this scheme.
Should our endeavours fail with Insurance Com-
‘panies, the Government will be addressed with
a view to establishing a State Insurance for thia
useful section of our community.

Tamp-CLass RAILWAY .OVERCROWDING : WESAX
Houmay roR BuppHIST PRISONERS,

20. The League has been in correspondence
‘with Qovernment to secure (1) better soccommo-
dation and conveniences for third-clagg passen-
gers in traing now subjected to gava hardships
through over-crowding end insufficiency of lat-
rine accommodation; and (2) & holiday en Weeak
day for Buddhist prisoners in jails. The eorre-
spondence i not closed,

Co-oPERATIVRE CREDIT Bocirry.

21. A GCo-operative Credit Bociety organised
wunder the auspices of thie League for the henefiy
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of those employed in the plumbago indusiry in
Colombo has been registered. There were many
difficulties to0 be ov , and the thanks of the
League are due to Messrs. R. Mahesa and Ama-
doris Mendis and to the proprietors of plumbago
curing sheds and storeg for overcoming the dif-
ficulties and establishing the Society. For its
efficient administration the proprietors and em-
ployees desired that some members of the League
should serve on the Committee of the Society,
and accordingly under the rules four members of
the' League must be nominated by this Committee
to serve on the Committee of the -Co-operative
.Credit Society. .

FINANCE.

23. A Financial Statement of the League up to
the end of July is submitted. A enm of R1,000:
was ordered by the Genersl Committee on 12th
April last to be transferred to s Reserve Fund
under Rule 16. The money has mnot yet been
invested, and the instructions of the Committee
are requested as to the investment of this amount
a3 well as the disposal of the balance of the
Flood Relief Fund.

D. R. WIJEWARDENE,
C. H. Z. FERNANDO,
Hon. Becretaries.

5th September, 1916.

Office of the Ceylon Social Service League,
86, Dean’s Road, Colombo.

For Flood Relief Account referred to in page 4.
pata 2, see next page.

il
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The Ceylon %ocial Service League
Flood Relief Fund.

RECEIPTS.

By Snobseriptions

. Transfer from the "Ceylonese W
Flood Relief Fund of 1913...

, Contributions of rice etc., of
of the value of ... e

Exeensks,

To Rice and other provisions dis.

tributed . .
,» Tranaport of provisions

,» Cash payments to destitute
cages

,» Travelling expenses of Relief
parties

,» Cash payments made in 29
villages of Colombe district
and 1 Weligam Korale for
rebuilding houses

++ Miscellaneous v

Balance

Re. 3,334 27
., 400 00
. 2,025 00

——.

Re. 3,979 27

... Rs. 2,373 68

w T 29
w 68 23
. 1713 62

o L5068 B3
" 25 33

Rs 4,223 39
» 1755 88

Ra, 5979 27

‘The balance sum of Rs, 1,755:88 has been depo-
sited in the Baok of Madras as a Fived Depmit
to be utilized in cases of future floods.

D, B. WIJEWARDENE,

Honorary Treasurer,
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CEYLON SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE.

Impfisonment for Labour Offences.

I
Extracts from the Minutes of a Meeting of the Genetral
Committee of the Ceylon Social Service League on the 6th of
July, 1916.°

“3. Read and considered the correspondence with Gov-
ernment on the subject of the imprisonment of women and
children for offences under the Labour Ordinance.

4. Resolved, that the infliction of imprisonment for
labour offences, i.e., for acts which are scarcely more than
breaches of a civil contract, is unjustifiable, cruel and degrad-
ing. and especially so in the case of women and children, and
that the Chairman and the Secretaries do take such measures
as may be necessary to secure that this form of punishment
for labour offences be eliminated from our Statute Book, as
has been done in Fiji, and is being done in Jamaica, Trinidad
and British Guiana, by order of the Secretary of State for
the Colonies.”

II.

Ezxtracts from a speech of the Chairman of the Ceylon Social
Service League (Sir P. Arunachalam) on the occasion of a
Lecture on the “ Ideals of Social Service '’ delivered by Professor
G. H. Leonard of the University of Bristol at the Pettah Library
on the 10th of August, 1916, under the auspices of the League.

“There are other aspects of the League's work with
which I will not trouble you. But there is one important
question which has engaged ite attention and in which we -
earnestly ask the co-operation of Professor Leonard and his
friends in England. It will be a surprise to him to learn that,
in this the premier Crown Colony of the Empire, after over a
hundred years of British rule, there is a labour system ‘which
in some of its aspects is little better than an organized
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slavery, though it lurks under the name of “ Free Labour,”
and that breaches of civil contracts are punishable and are
daily punished with imprisonment at hard labour. He
will be still more surprised and shocked to learn that under
this system even women and children are sent to jail with
hard labour.

I hold in my hand an advertisement which appeared in a
daily paper a few days ago, which recalls the slavery days
in the Southern States of America. It offers a reward of
Rs. 50 and expenses paid to any person who arrests half a
dozen bolted coolies from an estate in Matale, Among them
is & woman who is described us ‘sickly, with a baby in arms
and a boy eight years old and a girl three years." I wonder
that the Superintendent of the estate was not ashamed to
insert such an advertisement and to organize a hunt for a
poor sickly woman with a baby in arms and burdened with
two more children. No, I do not wonder at this, The Super-
intendent knew the Ceylon Public, They are so demoralised
and dead to all right feeling that they see nothing out of the
way in such a proceeding.

On the 18th May last and again on the 9th June, the
League addressed the Government in behalf of cooly women
and children imprisoned for labour offences and begged for
remjssion of the unexpired portion of the sentences on
these women, two of whom were sentenced to a month's
rigorous imprisonment each by the Police Magistrate of
Badulla on a charge—you will hardly believe it—of insclence,
and the third by the Police Magistrate of Kandy to a like
sentence for quitting service without notice, she being further

ordered to go back to the estate on the expiration of her
sentence, '

It was pointed out to Government that these unfortunate
women were compelled to herd with prostitutes and other bad
characters in jails; that the Government of Fiji had abolished
imprisonment as a punishment for all labour offences, and
that the Secretary of State for the Colonies had directed the
Governments of Trinidad, British Guiana, and Jamaica to
eliminate from their statute hooks, before the end of this
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year, the power of imprisonment for labour offences. The
appeal of the League was in vain.* Or the 6th of July it was
resolved, on the motion of Rev. Mr. W, H. Rigby, that the inflic-
tion of imprisonment for labour offences, i.e., for acts which
are scarcely more than breaches of a civil contract, is
unjustifiable, cruel and degrading, and especially so in the
case of women and children, and that the Chairman and the
Secretaries do take such measures as may be necessary te
secure that this form of punishment for labour offences be
eliminated from our statute book.

This is not going to be an easy business, for the capitalist
interest here, as every where else, is overwhelmingly strong
and, as I have said, our form of slavery hides its head under
the name of Free Labour. We shall need the support of all
the noble men and women of England, the champions of the
poor and the outcast in all lands, to eradicate this cancer from
our beautiful Island. I feel sure that we can count on the
support of Prof, Leonard and all whom he can influence.”

I11.
Extracts from the Minutes of a Meeting of the General
Committee of the Ceylon Social Service League on the 5th of
September, 1916.

“9, Read the correspondence of the League with Govern-
ment, with the Acting Police Magistrate of Avisawella and
others on the subject of imprisonment for labour offences,
and the Despatch of the Secretary of State for the Colonies
to the Governor of Fiji, dated 24th March, 1916, intimating
his decision that the power to imprison for labour offences
must be definitely eliminated from the Labour Laws of Fiji,
British Guiana, Trinidad and Jamaica before the end of this.
year.

10. The Committee then considered the Draft Ordinance’

published in the Ceylon Government Gazette of 25th August—
amending the Labour Ordinance No. 11 of 1865, -

* In a subsequent case reported by the League to the Government, H.E,
the Governor was pleased to remit the unexpired portion of a sentence of two
monthe’ rigoreus imprisunment on a woman with a baby at the breast,
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11. Resolved that the League (1) thanks the Ceylon
Government for the Draft Ordinance to amend the Labour
Ordinance, published in the Ceylon Government Gazette of
26th August last, for the relief of women and children from
imprisonment, but (2) considers that the proposed relief is
inadequate and (3) recommends to Government (¢) the omis-
sion of the two provisoes of sub-clause 2 so as to make
the relief complete and (b) the extension of the relief to male
adults; and (4) confirms ita instruction of 6th July to the
Chairman and Secretaries to take all necessary measures to
secure that this form of punishment for labour offences be
eliminated from our Statute book.”

IV,

Draft of Proposed Ordinance published in the Ceylon
Government Gazette of 25th August, 1916.

An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 11 of 1865,
“intituled * An Ordinance to consolidate and amend
the Law relating to Servants, Labourers, and Journey-
men Artificers under contracts for Hire and Service.”

Whereas it is expedient to amend Ordinance No. 11 ot
1865, intituled “ An Ordinance to consolidate and amend
the Law relating to Servants, Labourers, and Journeymen
Artificers under contracts for Hire and Service,” Be it
therefore enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, by and with
the advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof,
as follows :—

The following sub-section shall be added to section 11 of
the principal Ordinance:

(2) No woman and no child under 16 yvears of age
shall be sentenced to imprisonment for any offence under
this section, or to imprisonment in default of the payment of
a fine for any such offence. Provided that in the case of the
following offences, namely, drunkenness, insolence, and any
other misconduct tending to the disturbance of order or
discipline, a woman on the occasion of a second or subse-
quent conviction may be sentenced to simple imprisonment
for a period not exceeding one month,
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Provided further, that nothing herein contained shall
preclude a court from dealing with a child under sixteen
years of age under the provisjons of * The Youthful Offenders’
Ordipance, 1836." - °

V.

Lztter from the Ceylon Social Service League to the
Hon'ble the Colonial Secretary.

CEYLON SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE,
36, Dean’s Road,
Maradana, Colombo,
18th September, 1916.
The Hon'ble,
The Colonial Secretary,
Colombo.

Sir,

I have the hcnour to forward herewith for the informa-
tion of Government the- following extract from the minutes
of the meeting on the 5th instant of the General Committee
of the Ceylon Social Service League, including a resolution
passed regarding the Draft Ordinance amending the Ordi-
nance No. 11 of 1865 published in the Ceylon Government
Gazette of 25th ultimo.

“9, Read the correspondence of the League with
Government, with the Acting Police Magistrate of
Avissawella and others on the subject of imprison-
ment for labour offences, and the Despatch of the
Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Governor
of Fiji, dated 24th March, 1916, intimating his deci-
sion that the power to impriscn for labour offences
must be definitely eliminated from the labour laws

_ of Fiji, British Guiana, Trinidad and Jamaica be-
fore the end of this year.,

“10, The Committee then considered the Draft
Ordinance published in the Ceylon Government
Gazette of 25th August amending the Labour
Ordinance No. 11 of 1865.
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“11. Resolved that the League (1) thanks the
Ceylon Government for the Draft Ordinance to
amend the Labour Ordinance, publishéed in the
Ceylon Government Gazelte of 25th August last, for
the relief of women and children from imprisonment,
but (2) considers that the proposed relief is inade-
quate and (3) recommends to Government (a) the
omission of the two provisoes of sub-clause 2 so as to
make the relief complete and (b) the extension of the
relief to male adults ; and (4) confirms its instruction
of 6th July to the Chairman and Secretaries to take
all necessary measures to secure that this form of
punishment for labour offences be eliminated from
our Statute Book.”

2. In terms of Mr. Bonar Law’s directions imprisoment
for labour offences has been entirely abolished in Fiji, and
the Governments of British Guiana, Trinidad and Jamaica
are arranging to abolish it before the end of the year. This
was announced in the early part of this year by the Viceroy
of India, Lord Hardinge, in the Imperial Legislative Council.

3. Annexed is an extract from the Ceylon Times of
the 9th instant reporting a speech of the new Viceroy, Lord
Chelmsford, at a recent meeting of the Council. He shows
himself no less keen than his predecessor in his solicitude
for the welfare of the Indian labourer abroad and desires
to be guided in the matter by Indian public opinion. * The
donditions,” he said, ‘‘under which we are to allow labour to
be recruited in India and under which it should be employed
in the Colonies, are peculiarly matters on which Indian
public opinion has every right to be heard and on which
we desire its full expression as an aid to us in formulating
our proposals.”

4. Indian public opinion is very sensitive to the condi-
tions of Indian labourers ‘abroad, and was instrumental in
securing for the coolies in the four Colonies mentioned im-
munity from imprisonment for labour offences. Mr. Bonar
Law, in his Despatch to the Governor of Fiji referred to
above, mentions that-‘“‘the Secretary of State for India is
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satisfied that it would not be possible for the Government of
India to continue to defeat, by a bare official majority, resolu-
tions In their Legislative Council urging the abolition of
indentures, that in his opinion the strong and univeral feel-
ing in India on the subject made it a question of urgency,
and that he has accepted the conclusion that indentured
emigration must be abolished.”

5. There can be.little doubt that when the facts, as dis-
closed, e.g, in the Report of the Sabaragamuwa Commission
and in the press reports and discussions of labour cases, are
known to the India public and Government, the cicrumstance
that labour is called *‘free " in Ceylon and *indentured” in
the other Colonies will not prevent the same pressure from
being put on the Colonial Office in regard to Ceylon. Now
that the Ceylon Government has taken steps towards reliev-
ing women and children from imprisonment for labour
offences, it will be a gracious thing, and also good policy, to
go further and at one stroke eliminate this cruel and degrad-
ing form of punishment entirely from our labour laws. There
will be opposition from many employers as there was in the
other Colonies, but it is doomed to failure here as there, 'I{e
League is in correspondence with members of Parliament and
other public persons and bodids in Great Britain to strengthen
the hands of Government in:fully carrying out their wise
and humane policy. \

6. It is much to be deplqred that an appreciable number
of employers in Ceylon depend, not (as wise employers do)
on good wages and considerate treatment but on the power
of imprisdhment, for the management of their labour and have
brougtt the fair name of Ceylon into disrepute, made the re-
cruiting of labour in India increasingly difficult and rendered
inevitable the intervention of the Indian Government. This
is in fact foreshadowed in the Viceroy's speech and expected
by thinking men among; the plinting community. *“We are
astounded,” says the Ceylon Times on the 9th instant, speak-
ing of the recent Planters’ Association meeting, “at the way
in which Mr, Coombe thinks the planting community should
meet, or rather not ineet, -the menace of restrictions on
bt
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emigration by the Madras or Indian Government, Certainly
this menace is by far the strongest argument that has yet °
been brought in favour of legislation.” (After referring to
the Viceroy's speech) “ Does not the Viceroy's utterance
clearly indicate the necessity for our putting our house in
order as soon as possible?” Mr., Coombe himself said;
“The Sabaragamuwa Commission vindicated the Tamil
coolies in that district and brought to light the un-
.scrupulous behaviour of one of the planting community.”
Another speaker, Mr, E. E. Megget, said: “ So far as he
had seen labour conditions in other parts of the world, the
labour laws in Ceylon were a disgrace to the Island.”

7. Under the wholesome influence of legislation abolish-
ing the power of imprisonment and providing for decent
‘wages and comforts, even the bad employer will find himself
benefited by the greater efficiency and value of labour and
the attraction of more labour from India. He will begin to
feel kindly towards the poor Tamil coolies as all good planters
feel, one of whom writes to the Ceylon Times of 11th August:
**The lahourer is worthy of his hire, and no labourer more
worthy than the Tamil cooly on our tea and rubber estates.
He is our wealth, he it is who pays us our fat, oft-times bloated,
dividends. He it is who has made Ceylon swhat she is.
Ramasamy is our capital. And Ramasamy’s price is only
£2 per acre, if that, und we hum and haw as to whether we
can afford it! ILet us give him his ‘hire’; he has surely
earned it, aye, and ‘paid’ for it in many a new district!
But if not of our gratitude, then of our selfishness, (it is for
our ultimate benefit that we now seek to improve Ramasamy's
prospects)—no matter the reason, so long as we give it and
make & fresh clean start.”

. 8. Astothe Draft Ordinance, so far as it deals with
women and children, the League takes strong exception to
the first proviso, as giving a loop-hole for the imprisonment
of women and young girls and defeating the merciful inten- .
tion of Government. Under this proviso a female of 16 or
over may be sent to jail without hard labour on a second’
conyiction for drunkenness, insolence or any other miscon-
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duct, tending to the disturbance of order or discipline. A
harsh or unscrupulous employer, balked in his first attempt
to run her into jail according to the time-honoured practice
now to be abolished, will find no difficulty on the second
attempt. A case of insolence or misconduct tending to the
disturbance of order or discipline is easily made and estab-~
lished. The accused in labour cases are wusually poor,
ignorant and undefended,. and the Magistrate is pressed with
more important work, unable to see their point of view, and
impatient of their *peity grievances.” Time after time
Magistrates have been known to impose sentences of rigorous
imprisonment on women and children which the Supreme
Court has on-appeal reduced to small fines; and in the
majority of cases the defendants are too poor to appeal. The
Ceylon Times of 29th August reports two cases disposed of in
appeal. A mother and daughter were charged in the Court
below with quitting service without notice or reasomable
cause and were each sentenced to six weeks’ rigorous im-
prisonment. The *Supreme Court reduced the sentence to a
fine of five Rupees and observed that punishment by way of
imprisonment was quite unsuitable.

9. As the maintenance of discipline appears to~be the
reason for the proviso in question, the League suggests that
it will be simpler and more efective to turn the offender out
of the estate. It is a poor sort of discipline that needs to be -
maintained by sending a female to jail. If it be objected that
her expulsion from the estate might mean the loss of
advances, that is scarcely a sufficient reason for subjecting
a woman or girl to the degradation of jail life and to the
brand of the jail. If she has committed an offence which
under the general law deserves imprisonment, therq will be
little or no objection to its infliction. But the League can
find no justification for a purely labour offence being so
treated and for the perpetuation of a practice inconsistent
with the dictates of humanity and condemned by all civilised
people, and is confident that the proviso will be sfrongly
objected to by the Indian Government and public.

10. The League would in this connexion askthat steps
be taken, so that in no case shall a female be arrested or
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removed by, or placed in the charge of, males unless accom-
panied by a matron of the Fiscal's or Prisons’ Department.
In the absence of such precaution women are exposed to
serious dangers until they reach the safe precincts of a court
or of a principal jail.

11. The second proviso empowers the Police Magistrate
to apply the provisions of the Youthful Offenders’ Ordinance
1868 t5 offenders under the Labour Ordinance. The object of
the proviso is not understood. The former Ordinance is
applicable only to children between 7 and 16 years of
age, and its object is stated in the preamble to be “to provide
for the due punishment and reform of youthful bffenders and
to establish reformatories and industrial schools for their
benefit.” The detention in such institutions must under
section 19D be for not less than two and not more than five
years, and is obviously unsuitable for a boy or girl guilty of
a labour offence. In lieu of such detention the Court may
order a youthful offender (a) to be discharged after due
admonition or (b) to be delivered to his parent or guardian
with surety for good behaviour for a period up to twelve
months or {¢) to be whipped, if a male, with a light cane up
to ten strokes. {(e¢) Requires no special legislation; (») and
(c) are scarcely necessary. The general provisions of the
Criminal,; Procedure Code should in any case be sufficient.
The League is therefore of opinion that the second provise
should also be deleted.

I remain, Sir,
Your Obedient Servant,
P. ARUNACHALAM,
Chairmaun,

VI
Extract from the " Times of Ceylon"' referred to in page 6.

“The Viceroy of India and Emigrant Labour.
Stricter Surveillance Over Recruiting. ’
At the meeting ot the Imperial Legislative Council at

Simla, on September 8th, the Viceroy (Lord Chelmsford)
referred to the question of emigrant labour as follows :-—
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“One of the most important questions now occupying the
attention of my Government and of Provincial- Governments,
whom we have addreesed on the subject, is that of a scheme
1o be substituted for indenturad emigration, as itis sometimes
described. This is, perhaps, hardly a correct way of putting
it, as it implies that we are trying to work out a scheme for
the purpore of supplying labour to the Colonies, whereas the
scheme we are contemplating relates to a very different
matter, viz, the control of the operations of persons so
engaged. Labburers have a right to emigrate if they wish,
and it would bé very unwise and very undesirable on our part
to prevent them, and we are therefore trying to devise
arrangements which will secure that recruitment in this
country is conducted under decent conditions, that a proper
sex ratio will be maintained, and that on arrival in the country
-of their destination they will be properly treated and allowed to
engage themselves on terms at least as free as those obtaining
at present in thep Malay Peninsula, where a labourer can
leave his emplover by giving a month’s notice: These are
the conditions which, in our letter to local Governments we
-explained, are regarded by the Government of India as neces-
-gary for a satisfactory system of emigration. I think it will
be clear to all who have studied the question, that the Gov-
ernment of India would be departing gravely from its duties
if it allowed emigrant labourers to leave this country without
proper protection and safeguard. There are a certain number
-of labourers, I pelieve a very,small number, who emigrate as
:genuine free labourers, that is to say, unassisted by pecuniary
help and uninvited by any interested agency; but if we can
-confine ourselves to the abolition of our existing indentured
-emigration, a position will arise in which parties interested
in procuring Indian labour will be free ,to induce labour to
-emigrate by pecuniary help under any conditions they like,
.80 long as the labourer does not go under indenture. The
abuse likely to arise out of such a state of things would be
very serious. I need only refer to the state of affairs which
-existed before the amendment of the Assam Labour and
Emigration Act in connection with so-called free labour.
‘The consequence of this system was, as Sir Charles Rivaz put
it in his speech befora the Legislative Council in 1901, that a
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horde of unlicensed and uncontrolled labour purveyors and'
recruiters sprang into existence who, under the guise of’
assisting free emigration, made large illicit gains by induc-
ing, under false pretences, ignorant men and women to allow
themselves to be conveyed to Assam. These emigrants were,
it is true, placed under labour contracts on arriving in that
province, but the abuses, complained of were in connection
with the recruitment and not with the contract. Similarly,
when the system of indentured emigration first arose in India
the only precaution required was that intending emigrants
should appear bsefore a Magistrate and satisfy him as to their
freedom of choice and their knowledge of the coundition they
were accepting. It was shown in a report svomitted in 1840
that abuses undoubtedly did exist in conneétion with recruit-
ment in India, abuses which the constantly increased safe-
guards provided by successive acts of the legislature were
designed to correct. Uncontrolled recruitment cannot, it is
clear, be permitted under any circumstances. Lord Hardinge
promised, and I associate myself with him, to deal with
certain points raised by my honourable friend Pundit Madan
Mohan Malaviya during the last session of the Legislative-
Council. These points were the better supervision of colonial
recruiting in India, the insertion of information regarding the
penal conditions attaching to the labour contracts in the
indenture signed by the intending emigrants and the un-
desirability of labourers in the Colonies being compelled to do-
work repellant to their caste ideas and religious beliefs.
Regarding the first matter we have already consulted Local
Governments very fully when asking their views as to the
precautions which will be required after the abolition of in-
dentured emigration. As to thesecond point you are no doubt
aware that Fiji has now abolished imprisonment for labour
offences and other Colonies are arranging to.follow suit; but
there will still be certain provisions remaining which, we-
think, should be biought to the notice of the intending emi-
grants and we have arranged to do this as soon as the various
Colonial legislatures concerned have paseed the amendments
to which I have alluded. We have also asked the Secretary
of State to press the third point on the attention of the
Colonial Government concerned. I should like to say just
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one more word about the reference we are making to Local
Governments, The conditions under which we are to allow
labour to be recruited in India and under, which it should be
employed in the Colonies, are peculiarly matters on which
Indian public opinion has every right to be heard and on
which we desire its full expression as an aid to us in formul-
ating our proposals. We have, therefore, asked the Local
Governments to consulf private persons and associations who
are specially interested in or have special knowledge of this
Jimportant question, and we hope that the‘case which we shall
be able to put forward for the discussion which will shortly
take place on this subject in London, will represent not only
t he result of our own experience and judgment but the views
of the most intelligent sections_of,the Indian community.”
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~ (o ye, O Bhikkhus, and wander forth-for the gain of the
many, the welfare of the many, in comy’éssion for the world,
for the good, for the gain, for the wch’"\re of kings and men.
Proctaim, O Bhikkhus, the doctunerglonous Preach ye a
life of Loliness, perfect ang pure. *

" “Seal of the Maha Bodhi Society.

4A. COLI/BEBGH SQUARE.
CALCUTTA. ~

Published by the Haha Bodhi Society.
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MEMORANDUM OF ASSOCIATION.

IN THE MATTER OF ACT XXIJ OF 1860 OF THE
ACTS OF THE VICEROY AND GOVERNOR
AND GOVERNOR GENERAL IN
COUNCIL.

IN THE

MATTER OF MAHK-BODHI SOGIETY.

1. The name of the Association is the Maha Bodhi
Society.
2, The objects of the Association are :

(4) Tao revive Buddhism in India.

(6) To disseminate Pali and Sanskrit Buddbist
Literature,

() To publish Pali and Sanskrit Buddbist Texts.

(@) To translate such literature into English and

’ Indian Vernaculars. )

(¢) To'educate the illiterate people inTdomestic science
as hygiene, technical industries and home in-
dustries. ‘

(7) To o'pen schools i villages for boys and girls to
teach them arts and crafts. ' :

(;r) To open trade schools and gymnasia for physical
culture. ' .

(#) To revive-ancient Buddhist arts and ‘crafts b'y
importing teachers from Buddhist countries,

() To start a Buddhist Medical College and Hospital
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To train youngmen of unblemished character to
become Bhikkhu Missionaries to carry the. Message
of the Lord Buddha of Love and Activity to the
ignorant and neglected people of India and other
countries.

To found an Orphanage, and a Normal School to
train teachers.

To found the nucleus of a Buddhist University on
the lines of the ancient University of Nalanda.

To found Pali scholarships.

To send students to~ Buddhist countries and to
Europe and America,

To provide facilities to foreign Buddhist students
in Calcutta. .
To found a Buddhist International Library and
Museum. .

To build a Buddhist Vihara in Calcutta.

To establish a fully equipped Press to print
Buddhist Texts in Devanagari type and to print
books and pamphlets on physical science and
morality.

To start Journals in Englishand in the

lars for disseminating the ethics of Buddhism,
To revive the ancient ideal of Brahmachariya life
of self-abnegation and disinterested service for the
welfare of the many, and to revive the forgotten
science of Buddha Yoga.

To purchase, hire or otherwise acquire property,
moveable and immaeveable.

To incorporate a;ny society or ‘association having
simiiar objects as this association.
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(w) To receive any gifts of property for any one or
more of thz objects of the assaciation,

(1) To do all such things as are incidental or conduc-
cive to the attainment of the above objects or any
of them.

3. The names, addresses and occupation of the gersons
who are members of and form the Governing Body of the
association are ; :

Reverend Anagarika Dharmapala, Buddhist Missionary,
General Secretary, Maha Bodhi Socitey.

44, College Square, Calcutta.
Reverend Kiripasaran Maha thero, President.
Bengal Buddhist Association.
5 Lalit Mohon Das Lane, Bowbazar, Calcutt:
Reverend Gunalankara Mahathero,
Vice-President, Bengal Buddhist Association,
5 Lalit Mohon Das Lane, Bowbazar, Calcutta.
Reverend Punnananda Swami, Editor, Bauddha Bandhu,
46-7 Harrison Road, Calcutta,
Reverend Rambukwella Siddhartha Bhikshu.
Buddhist Monk, 4A College 3quare, Calcutta,

1

Satyendra Nath Sen Esq., Attorney at-Law,
52 Indian Mirror Steet, Calcutta,

Hirendra Nath Datta Esq., Attorney at-Law,
‘ 139 Cornwallis Street Calcutta.
H. L. Nolis Esq., Merchant, - ]
131 Lower Chitpore Road, Calcutta.

Maung Yin Maung, Merchanmt,
8 Gardner Lane, Calcutta,
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Nanda Kishore Lal Esq, M, A,, Vakil,
Gaya, India.

Ashutosh Chatter'jee Esq., Manager.
Gaya Town High School, Gaya,
Rash -Behari Mookerjee Esq, Zeminder,
Utterpara, Bengal.

4. The income and property of the Association whence-
soever derived shall be applied solely towards the promotion
of the objects of the Association, and no portion thereof
shall be paid directly or'indirectly to any of the members of
the Association as remuneration for services rendered by
them as such. But Bhikkshus.and Brahmacharies who are
giving their services free in the interest and for the welfare
of the Association shall be maintained by the Association
giving them food, clothing, residence and medical treatment,

The debts of the Association.shall be paid by the
Governing Body from the receipts of the Association,
subscriptions and donations etc. ’

5. - No trustee or trustees in whom for the time being, the
properties of the Association might be vested shall be ans.
werable for any loss arising in the administration or appli-
cations of the said trust funds, or for any damage for
deterioration in the said trust premises, unless such loss or
damage shall happen by or through his or their wilful default
or neglect.

6. If upon the dissolution of the Association there shall
remain after the satisfaction of all its debts any property
whatsoever, the same shall not be paid to the members of the
Association, but shall be given or transferred to some other
Association which is branch of the Maha Bodhi Society
gither in India or Ceylon or Burma, to be determined by the
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votes of not less than three-fifths of the members

present at the time of dissolution, or in default thereof by

the origfhal side of the High Court in Calcutta.

7. A copy of the Rules and Regulations of. the said
Maha Bodhi Society is filed with this Memobrandum 6(
Association and the undersigned being members of the
Governing Body of the Asso‘ciatiun— do hereby certify that

such copy of such rules of the said Assaciation is correct,

As witness our several and respective hands and signa-

tures this sixth day of December 19135,

Rules for the ' management of the Association named
the Maha-Bodhi Society.

1. Objects. The Association is established for the pur-
poses expressed in the Memorandum of Associa~
tion.

2. Members. The Maha Bodhi Society shall consist of

not less than seven members.

3. The Council at present consists of the following :—
Revd. Anagarika Dharmapala
Mahasthavir Kiripasaran Bhikkhu
Rahasthavir Gunalankara Swami
Swami Punnananda Bhikkhu
Swami Siddhartha Bhikkhu
Satyendra Nath Sen Esq,,

Hirendra Nath Datta ESq::.,
H. L, Nolis Esqr.,,
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Maung Yin Maung.

Nanda Kishore Lall Esq.
Swami Chandra Mani Bhikkhu
Ras Behari Mukerjee Esq.

, 4. Admission into inembership of the Society is open to
all without-distinction of race, caste, creed, or sex, the only
pre-tequisite being the candidate’s sympathy with the
objects of the Association and willingness to help its
work,

5, Membership -is either Activ;:, Corresponding or
Honorary. Honorary Members are persons eminent

for their knowledge of Buddhism or for their .services to hu-
manity,

Corresponding Members are persons of distinction
and learning who are willing to furnish information of interest
to the Society.

Active members are expected to occupy themselves as
far as their circumstances permit in the propagation of the
Arya Dharma of the Lord Buddha.

Diplomaé and Fees.

An entrance fee of five rupees must be paid by each can-
didate upon making application for membership, and a
monthly subscription of four annas is payahle by cach active
member, A diploma of membership will b¥ issued to each
member,

The office bearers.

‘The honorary officers ot the Sbciety shall consist of the
President, " 2 Vice Presndents Correspondmn' Secretary, a



(7))

Treasurer, Recording Secretary, one Assistant Secretary,
Legal Adviser, and they shall be elected annually ata
general meeting of the Assaciation on a date to be fixed by

the governing body.

Trustees.

There shall be at least five Trustees three of whom must
be by faith, Buddhists.

\Whenever any Trustee “shall die, go to reside outside of
India, desire to be discharged, or become incapable or unfiit
for acting, a successor of ruch Trustee shall be nominated and
appointéd by the Society. No Trustee shall receive any

salary or compensation from the Society.

All immoveable property, stocks, l;unlas, shares, books,
Manuscripts, Images, Relics, and other property of thie Socie-
ty shall be vested in the Trustees for the time being no part
of the property shall be sold, assigned, transferred or other-
wise disposed of without the authority of the Council of the
High Priests ot the Buddhist Church of Ceylon and of the
Ceylon Maha Bodhi Society.

Al moneys shall be depésited in the Bank of Bengal or
the National Bank of ]ndia, :

Seal.

The Socicty shall have a common seal whose design fs
herein described. .The seal shall be affixed to diplomas and

Official documents of the Society.



¢ &
Miscellaneous.

The Society may make,vary, repeal, bye-laws and regula-
tions for the conduct of business of the Society, and it may
also alter, or extend these rules in such manner as it may

deem expedient.

—— G T e

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION.

No 1578

In the Office of the Registrar of Companies under Actv
VII of 1913

v
" In the Matter of the Maha Bodhi Society.

I do hereby certify that pursvant to Act XXI of 186€n,
of the Legislative Council of India, Memorandum of Associa-
tion with certified copy of rules (annexed) has this day been
filed and registered in my office, and the said Society bas
duly incorporated, pursuant to the provisions of the said Act.

Dated this 6th day of December One :thovsand Nine
Hundred and fifteen.

Seal

Entered by Nirmal Chander Mukerji * Registrar'of Companies
In Ledger Vol II being Act VIl of 1013,
0 m ’ M .

- 26066 . ’
No‘l’é‘x_ for 1915-16
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The Maha Bodhi Society

......... The Saviour of the world,

Lord Buddha, Prince Siddhartha, styled on Earth,

In Earth, and Heavens and Hells incomparable,

All honoured, Wisest, Best, most Pitiful ;

The Teacher of Nirvana and the Law."—Ligkt of Asia.

The Maha Bodhi Society was founded by the Anagarika
Dharmapala after having visited the holy site at Bodhimanda
at Bodhi Gaya, on the 22nd day, in January in the year 1891,

In July 1891 the Anagarika brought four Bhikkhus from
Ceylon, and had them stationed at the holy spot, to take care
of % Bodhi Tree, and he obtained a plot of land to the west
of the Bodhi Tree whercon the present Maha Bodhi Dharma-
sala stands, but the present Mahant after the decease of his
predecessor, declined to recogtise the deed of agreement en-
tered into between the late Hem Narayan Gir Mahant and
the Anagarika Dharmapala. The Bhikkhus were stationed in
the Burmese Rest house.. In the year 1893 in the month of
February, the Bhikkhus were assaulted by some men of the
place, while they were at their devotions and when the Police
asked them to prosecute the assailants they declined on the
ground that in as much as they were Bhikkhus they were
willing to suffer for the sake of religion,

In May 1892 the Anagarika started the Maha Bodhi
Journal. The first riumlger of the Journal brought the Society
into prominence. . Sir W. W. Hunter in his voluminous work
“History of the Indian Empire” wrote as follows :—" A revival
of Buddhism is, [‘repeat, one of the present possibilities in
India. The life and teaching of BUDPHA are also beginning
to exercise a new influence on religious thought in Europe
and America.”

A copy of the Flirst number having reached the Chairman
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of the Chicago Congress of Religions, that gentleman entered
into correspondence with the Anagarika, with the result
that he was invited to attend the Parliament of Religions at
Chicago in September 1893, the Congress Committee paying
all his expenses.

In 1892 November the Buddhists of Arakan inviied the
late Colonel Qicott, the well known worker in the field of
Buddhism, to visit Akyab, and the Anagarika accompanied
him. Tho result was the formation of the Arakan Maha
Bodhi Society. The Arakan Baddhists were the first to con-
tribute to carry on the work of the Society in India, The
Society engaged a house at Creek Row, which became widely
known, and for 17 years it continued to be the headquawers
of the M. B. S, in Calcutta, l

For ten years the Buddhists had no proper quarters at
Bodhi Gaya and in October 1901, the good Collector of Gaya,
Mr C. E. A. Oldbam, acquired a plot of land to the west of
the Burmese Rest house, and with the money the Anagarika
obtained from the Buddhists of Mandalay and Ceylun the
beautiful Dharmasala was erected, and entrusted to the Dis-
trict Board of Gaya,

In 1893 November the Anagarika visited Japan, and the
Tokio Buddhists who formed the congregation of the Temple
at Tentokuji, Shiba, headed by the late High Priest, Reverend
Asahi, presented a very historic Image of Buddha, joo years
old, to be placed in the inner sanctuary of the Great Temple
at Maha Bodhi, where there was a vacant place on the altar.
It is mentioned in a Tibetan sacred work that the Temple was
destroyed by the invading Moslems, 700 yeas ago, and the
sacred Image which ocqupied the holy of holies, was removed
by the Bhikkhus to the forests of Rajgir. The Japanese
Image was brought all the way from Tokio to Gaya in March
1894, and all arrangements were made to enshrine it, when
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at the last moment, the Saivite Mahant, who had first given
his word to the Collector that he would have no objection to
place the I[mage in the inner sanctuary, came and told the
Collector, Mr D. J. Macpherson, that his thelas are against
him, and the Image therefore could not be placed as agreed.
The Image was not placed at the time, aud the Anagarika
rented a house at Gaya, Old Town, where the Image was
placed under the guardianship of two Bhikkhus.

1n February 1893, the Image was placed by the Anaga-
rika in the inner sanctuary of the Maha Bodhi ; but the ser-
vants and disciples of the Mahant entered the sanctuary,
when the party was at devotion, and carried aWay the
Image by force, and left it on the open.

The Collector and the Commissioner came to know of the
assault, and they thought that the matter should be brought
before the Court of Justice. Hence a criminal prosecution
followed and the Buddha Gaya Temple Case became celebrated,
The High. Court of Calcutta disagreed with the Lower
Court and acquitted the accused. In the meanwhile the
Image was placed in the Burmese Rest house under ‘the cus-
tody of the Bhikkhus. In 1896 the Mahant addressed the
Government of Bengal against the occupation of the Burmese
Rest house, by the Maha Bodhi Society. Whereupon the
Government wrote to the Anagarika to have the Image re-
moved from the Burmese Rest house, and when the Govern-
ment came to know that the Rest house, - was erected from the
funds contributed by the Jate King Mindoon Min of Burma, the
order was cancelled, and the Image was allowed to remain.

In 1896 the Anagarika visited thd United States of Ame-
rica at the invitation of the late Mr Hegeler of La Salle,
founder of the Open Court and was engaged in a lecturing
campaign visiting the Eastern, Middle and Western states..

-In 1893 'the Anagarika when returning from America vig
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Japan to India mét at Honolulu, Mrs Foster, who later on,
took a maternal interest in him, and sincé 1904, she had been
one of the most prominent supporters of the Anagarika’s
work in India and Ceylon, She contributed most generously
to start the Benares-Sarnath Industrial School, the Maha
Bodhi Press, and from the annual donations she had contri-
buted, the Anagarika was able to purchase the premises at 46
Beniapooker Lane, and 4A, College Square, Calcutta. The first
property cost Rs 11,000, and the other cost Rs 22,000, She
helped to erect the school building at Rajgiriya near Colombo,
and to purchase the plot of land for the school which is now
known as Rajgiriya School, where the Hevavitarna \eav-
ing Institute is now located, which was established according
to the will of the late Mudliyar Hevavitarna, father of Anaga-
rika Dharmapala, who founded a Scholarship endowing it
with a Capital of Rs 40,000 to send Sinhalese Buddhist
students to Japan to learn technical arts. Later on the elder
son of the .late Mudliyar, Mr Edmund Hevavitarna, the
senior partner of the well known firm of Messrs H. Don
Carolis & Sons, Colombo, and Dr Hevavitarna, the youngest
son of the late Mudliyar, increased the usefulness of the Insti-
tute by their liberal contributions, making it the’ premier
Weaving School, an object of attraction in the island. The
impulse to start the school was given by the Anagarika,

In 1904 the late Rajah of Bhinga' contributred Rs 2000
to purchase ten bighas of land at Sarnath-Benares for the In-
dustrial School. In 1899 the mother of the Anagarika,
Srimati Mallika Maha Upasika contributed Rs 600 to pur-
chase three bighas of land at the sacred Isipatana, where
2500 years ago the Tathagata first preached the Dhamma.

"chakka Sutra to the first five Disciples of the Lord. After
a period of seven hundred years of suspended- animation the
Anagarika made Isipatana a' centre of activity by open-
ing a village school and bujlding a Dharmasala, whose cost

i
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was borne both by the Rangoon and Arakan- Buddhists, for
which thanks are due to U. Ohn Ghine C. I. E.;and U Mra
U, of Akyab, the latter a most estimable gedtleman and a
devout Buddhist who was foremost in Akyab in helpmg the
Maha Bodhi Society.

The Fund collected for the Indian work of the'Maha
Bodhi Society by the late Colonel, Olcott at Akyab,

was placed in the hands of the Trustees and the money is still
with them.

The Mandalay Maha Bodhi Society collected Rs 13,000 for
the Maha Bodhi land Fund in' 1893, and this'sum was placed
at the disposal of the Government of Bengal to erect the
Maha Bodhi Dharmasala at Bodhi Gaya.

The plot of land near the Gaya Post Office was purchased
from the donation sent by a Sinhalese Buddhist in Queens-
land by the name of Duranga. He contributed Rs 200, and
the land is still lying unused. To erect a Dharmasala
thereon is most useful, and we tfust that some gdod Buddh-
ist will contribute and have his name associateed - with the
revival of Indian Buddhism by helping the Society to erect a
Dharmasala on the land.

The Ceylon Maha Bodhi Society had a most brilliant
future in the field of good work. It had the most widely
circulated Weekly Sinhalese Paper, the Sinhala Bauddhaya,
and a well equipped Printing press with up to date machinery
but all the operations had been stopped, on acount of the re-
cent disturbances in the island, under order of the British
Government. The Maha Bodhi Journal the only English
Buddhist Magazine after a continuous existence of 23 years,
was stopped by Govt and still remains unpublished since 1sf
June, to the great loss of the Buddhists propaganda. For 23
years the Anagarika made every effort to regularly ‘t_n'ingl‘ it
put month alter month, with the help that he had received
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first from his: friend the late U. Shway Oh of Moulmein ;
later on with the help of the late Mudliyar A Hevavitarna, his
father, and from the donations received from Mrs [Foster of
Honoluld.

The School at Sarnath-Benares continues to provide an
elementary education to the village boys, and it is being main-
tained from the Fund contributed by Mrs Foster,

* The Ceylon Maha Bodhi College is still under the Maha
Bodhi Society. The College is run at a loss of Rs 300 mon-
thly, and the good Buddhists of the island. are helping the
Society by their contributions to make the annual loss.

The Vernacular schools managed by the Society in Cey-
lon receive an annual grant from the Government of Ceylon
from the public revenuz, The Government has withdrawn
the grant in aid since the disturbance which took place last
year in the month of May.

The Maha Bodhi Society was the first Buddhist organi-
zation started in any Buddhist country in modern times to
fropagate the Dharma of the’ Tathagata Buddha in. foreign
lands, and the General Secretary, the Anagarika Dharmapala,
thrice visited Europe and America on a mission to preach
the Dhamma, and the Far East four times. His last visit
was made in April 1913 to Honolulu to thank Mrs T, R.
Foster, for all the benevolent help she had given the Maha
Bodhi Society to disseminate the Religious teachings of the
Blessed One. He visited Korea and conferred with the chief
Priests and laymen about reviving Buddhism in Korea, and
delivered to the high Priests of Seounl a holy Relic of the Lord
Buddha enshrined in a casket of pure gold for public worship,
He also visited Manchuria and China and had conferences
with chief Buddhist priests and laics about the future of Bud-
dhism in China, and he was assured that under the new
regime Buddhism will receive due consideration. The Man-
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chus were against Chinese Buddhism. The' Confucian
Korean statesmen were against Buddhism, and it was a great
relief to the Buddhist Koreans when the country went under
Japanese rule. The Christian missionaries were taking un-
due advantage of the natives of the Hermit Kingdom,
who to escape from the tyranny of native politicians, were
becoming converts to Christianity by the thousands. The
Japanese Government General will, we hope, extend all their
sympathy to the Korean Buddhists and help them to take a
prominent place in the national polity.

The Anagarika visited Java to see the ancient Buddhist
ruins at Boro Boddor in the middle part of the year 1913.
The ruins are under conservation of the Dutch Goverment,
The Javanese were Buddhists till the end of the thirteenth
century, when they were converted by the Arab invaders in-
to the religion of Islam. The modern Javans are a plea-
sant people, and there is every possibility of reccnverting
them to Hinduism and Buddhism if enthusiastic ‘preachers
from Buddhist lands visit Java and tell them about their old
religion,

It was in the year 1202 A. C, that Buddhism of. Bengal
and Magadha was destroyed by the Moslem invaders under
Bhaktiyar Khilji. The ancient Shrive of Maha Bodhi accord-
ing to an inscription, was in the thirteenth century under
the guardianship of Sinhalese Bhikkhus, but for the entire
destruction of Buddhist shrines and educational institutions
at Nalanda and Odantapuri by the Moslem vandals, Bad-
dhism would have been living today in Magadha and Bengal.
The sacred shrines at Sravasti, Rajgir, Sarnath-Benares,
Kusinara, Kanouj, Ujjain, were all destroyed by Moslem
fanatics. Buddhism in the Jalalabad valley, Bamian, Khotan,
Kashmir, Gandahar was also des;royed by them..

After 4 thousand years the Maha Bodhi Society has com-
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thénced the work of resuscitation of the Tathagata Dhammiad
in the land of its birth. Under the enlightened rule of Eng-.
land there is every hope that the Dhamma will be reborn in
India, and that the younger generation of Indians will begia to
study the life and teachings of the Blessed One.

It was in the year 1900 thatthe Maha Bodhi Society for
the first time published the Pali Grammar of Kaccana edited
by Dr. Satis Chandra Vidyabhushan, Principal of the Gov-
ernmeat Sanskrit College, Calcutta, Since then Pali has
been acknowledged as a subject of study by the Calcutta Uni- )
versity. With the revival of Pali learning it is evident that
that there will be an increase in the number of Pali students
in Bengal. Itis interesting to know that the Board of Sans-
krit of studies in Bengal have also added Pali as a subject of
study for the Pandits of Bengal. This would give an impulse
for the development of Pali kiterature. To encourage Pali
learning the Anagarika Dharmapala has donated Rs 1000 to
found a gold medal to be awarded ananually to the
premier Pali students in Bengal. It is hoped that other good
Buddhists who have the interest of the Religion at heart, will
send similar donations to the President of the Sanskrit Board
of Studies, Calcutta University, Calcutta,

For full 25 years the Anagarika Dharmapala has given his
time and the money that he has received from his father, the
late Mudliyar Hevavitarna, for the revival of Buddhism in
India. His efforts so far have not been in vain. He has recej.
ved the help of friends of Buddhism throughout the
world, :

The Maha Bodhi Society gratefully acknowledges the sym-
pathy and the help given to the Anagarika for the furtherance
of the objects of the Maba Bodhi Society. In Bengal the
work would never have been a success but for the generous
sympathy and hospitality shown to him by the late Babu Neel



o omal Mookerjee, his son and grandson, Neerodenath Mooker-
jee and Naranath Mookerjee, of 29 Bamapooker Road,.. Cal-
cutta : and the late Norendro Nath Sen, Editor of the Indian'
Mirror,  In Behar the Society owes a debt of gratitude to
Babu Nanda Kishore Lall, M. A, Vakil, Gaya, and to the
late Babu Durga Sanker Bhattacharyya and the late Gada-
dhar Sanker Bhattacharyya, Bhikhari Shanker Bhattacharyya,
and to the late Dr Haridas Chatterjee of Gaya. The thanks
of the Society goes to Babu Govinda Das of Durgakhund
Benares City, to the Rai Bahadur Sarat Chandra Das, C. L.
E., Sri Ras Behari Mookerji of Uttarpara, to Babu- Charu
Chandra Bose, who had co-operated in the work of the Society
for many years. .

In Burma the Society records-with deep sorrow the loss by
death of Moung Hpo Myin, U. Ohn Ghine, C.LE,U.
Shway Oh, U. Mra U, who were real disinterested friends of
the Society.

[n Ceylon the Maha Bodh: Society and the Buddhlst
world has lost an energetic worker in the late Edmund
Hevavitarna, .head of the foremost -Upholstering frm_ of
Messrs H. Don Carolis -&-Sons. His death at the early
age of 45 years is a loss-irreparable for the Sinha.
lese Buddhist Community. The late Edmund Hevavitarna
died a martyr. His remains were cremated, and the proces-
sion that accompanied the bady to the Crematorium, Colom-
bo, was followed by 20,000 men, women and children, His
untimely death is the greatest loss to the Maha Bodhi Society.
Since the Anaganka left home for India in 1891, he was-

- supported by his father till 1906, and after his death by the .
jate Edmund Hevavitarna, and the charities of the Anagarika
were all paid by his noble Brother, now dead.

The future work of the Mahg Bodhi Society is shown in
.the Memorandum of Association. -’The most urgent work -
now requiring fulfilment is the erection of a Vihara in Cal-
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cutta. The Temple is to be built on the site at College
Square, Calcutta, nearly opposite the Calcutta University
Buildings. *When built it will be the first Buddhist Vihara in
{ndia, since the destruction of Buddhism in 1202 A. C.
After nearly a. thousand years the Buddhists of the whole
world are given an opportunity to confribute their share for
the re-establishment of the Dhamma in India. \Without
Buddha, India is like Hamlet. without the Prince. India be-
longs to Buddha, He is the Ninth-modern-incarnation of
Vishnu according to the Hinda Puranas. To the Buddhists
the Buddha is the Lord of Compassion who came to show:
the Path of Nirvana to the teeming millions of India, India
with Buddhism produced Asoka, Siladitya and other great
kings. India without Buddha is moribund ; and in decay
she had been for a thousand years.

The Sun js rising in the Far Eastern country of Japan,
and Japan is a Buddhist country, full of progessive virility.
Will the young men of India take Japan as their example and
the Lord of Compassion as their ideal? A onew India with
the banner of the Lord Buddha unfurled, will in 20 years be
another Japan. It will be the dawn of a new era of enlighten-
ment, full of blessings to Humanity and the World of Gods.



AN APPEAL

The Lord of Compassion, the Buddha Sakya Muni, Son
of King Suddhodana and Queen Maya, came to give happi+
ness to the many ; and for forty five years He, with his band
of- Bhikkhus, wearing the sacred yellow Robe of compassio-
nate purity and love, went from village to village, from town
to town, from kingdom to kingdom, preaching the comforting
gospel of Universal Love, Mercy to all, singleness of putpose,
unselfish altroistic Service, and happiness here and- here-

, after by pointing out the Noble Path of Eightfold Virtues, Art,
Agriculture, Architecture, Medicine, Aestheticism, Truthful-
ness, Charity, Helpfulness, Meritorious Activity for the
common welfare, were the principles of the Religion of Love
that the Great Lord of Loving Gompassion enunciated in the
promulgation of His Dhamma

For fifteen hundred years the. noble Rehglon flourished in
India, but in the long reign of peace and prosperity, the gene-
rations that came later on, became more luxurious, more effe-
minate, and neglected the Path of Discipline and -Monality.
The selfish priesthood which had dealings with the innumer-
able animistic Gods and Goddesses, found a fertile field to
sow the seed of degenerating immorality. . The virile Doctrine
of the Tathagata that taught equality, activity, non-egoism,
altruistic service was slowly "and quietly allowed to go to
oblivion. The Buddha, the Blessed One was forgotten, and the
sensual she-gods and he-gods came to roost. Decay began, The
accumulated wealth of fifteen cénturies in Indian soil was an
object of plunder to the distant muraudering hordes beyond
the Hindu Kosh, During the Buddha Period India was the
centre of activity in trade, art medicine, and the wealth of
_ other lands poured into India. The evidence of the Greecian

+ Ambassadors, and of the Chinese priest-pilgrims who visited
+ vIndia during the Buddhist Period show to what an extent the
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people of India had developed in the higher path of social
morality, There was no immorality to be seen among the
Indian people. The economic production of the country kept
the people above want. The kings were the friends of the
people, and they celebrated the great feast of quinquiennial
almsgiving.

" For a thousand years the name of the loving Allmerciful,
Buddha had ‘been forgotten.. New Gods of alien origin had
come and taken the place of the Saviour of the Aryan People.
A thousand years the people had -continued slowly to
degenerate and decay in virile progressiveness. The thousand
years with Buddha's Teachings India prospered and pro-
gressed carrying the torcl;of Aryan Civilization and Aryan
Culture to distant lands, spreading peace wherever the
Buddhist monks traversed. Bloodshed was avoided in the
promulgation of the Dhamma ; persecutions, inquisitions,
massacres were unknown in the history of the peaceful
Religiop of Righteousness. Today we have a beautiful
picture of what a Buddhist country is in Burma and Japan.
The civilization of India of the Siladitya Period is visible
in. Japan. The lost Aryan Literature isto be found in
Ceylon, China and Japan. Without the redeeming Love of
the Compassionate Lord, India can never again get back her
lost Aryan civilization. For a thousand years without
Buddha, India had made no ‘progress. Today on the one
hand we have the wealth, selfishness and an imimoral soul-
killing sensuahsm, and *the degenerating poverty combined
_with ignorance, on the other. Here is no Middle Path, and
the Middle Path is the Path of Immortality and Happiness.
The Buddha means the Discoverer of Anuttarasamma
sam-Bodhi.. SamBodhi _means Perfect knowledge. . The
Religion of the Lord is ‘called the Gnyana Darsana Visuddhi.
At is npt a Nihilism, nor a Pantheism, nor a Sensual Mono-
Jbeism- .t teaches the law of a .cantinuous Changg, life
.-after, life, according to the law.of cause and effect haséd. .on
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Karma. The good man progresses, the evil man declines.
The development of the -individual is in his own hands. By
effort .he can create good karma. The wise man avoids
creating evil because according to the law of cause and
effect evil . preponderating generates evil, Science is the
basis of the Doctrine- of the Buddha’s Bodhi Dharma. We
‘éppeal therefore to the mordern Indians, decendants af
ancient Buddhist Aryan Indians to again take refuge in the
Comnpassionate Doctrine of the Lord. To show Him a
little Prem (&%) and Sraddha (¥%)) is enough to bring
heavenly Happiness, Prem is the least-of the devout love that
He expects from thoughtful people.

After a thousand years the *Maha Bodhi Society is
making an effort to show the sons of India the way to,
Happiness. Through the Lord of Mercy we believe that
India will again regain her lost possessions. We wish to
build a Shrine for the Lord (a Gandhakuti} a2 Chamber of
sweet Fragrance-in Calcutta, A site has been purchased in
College Square, thanks to the friecnd of Buddhists,
Mrs. T. R. Foster of Honolulu, who contributed Rs. 22,000
to purchase the property. The Gandhakuti we intend to build
in memory of the Blessed One will be a miniature of the
Great Temple of Maha Bodhi at Bodh-Gaya. The Portico
and the Torana will be after the architectural des:gn of
Ajanta and Sanchi. There will be a sacred Dharma
Bhandagar attached to the Gandhakuti, and a Pirivena
for the residence of a number of Yellow robed Bhikkhus.
The ground floor will be used asa Service Hall, and the
Second floor used to enshirne the sacred historic Image of
the Buddha brought from Japan. After 7do years Japan and
India will be united in the bonds of loving service, the one

" helping the othér, both working for progress and peace.

. We desire to ask the sons of India who love the Lo.rd of
Compassion to contribute whatever they can to build, ‘the

Gandhakuti. 'In showing the Prema andthe Sraddha to the
“‘/’ -
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. ' .
Buddha we associate ourselves with all that is superdivine
and noble. We become part of truth.

We appeal to the Indian Princes, to the Royal Kshatri-
yas, to Brahmans, to Vaishyas and to the best of India’s sons
to co-operate with the Maha Bodhi Society to bring back
the lost civilization of the pure Indian Buddha period. We
wish to bring back the forgotten sciences, arts and aesthe-
ticism of the Buddhist period.

The Religion of the Buddha-Dharma. Adoration to the
All-Omniscient Merciful Lord Buddha.

The Five Abstinences. .

Avoid destruction of life.
. Avoid taking other's property.
Avoid committing adultery.
Avoid false speech.
Avoid intoxicants and stupefying drugs.

AT ol B B

.The Ten Evlils.

. Destruction of life.

2. Stealing.

3. Immoral Sensualisin.

4. Falsehood,

5. Slander’

6. Harsh speech.

7. Idle talk,

8. Covetousness.

. Hatred, il}-will.

o. Unscientific or false views of spiritual law.
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Ten Good Things.

-
.

Charity.
Purity of life.
Development of spiritual thoughts.
Showing hospitality with loving attention.
Nursing parents and spiritual teachers.
Sharing with others the good that one does.
Co-operating with others in good deeds.
Listening to the Good Law of Mercy.
Preaching the Law of Mercy.

Scientific or true views of spivitnal law.

The Eight Brahmachari Abstinences.

- Avoid destruction of life. '
Avoid taking others property.
Avoid unchastity or practise celibacy.
Avoid false Speech. ‘
Avoid intoxicants or stupefying drugs.
Avoid eating at unusual hours. |
7. Avoid the?tree dancing parhes, wearmg garlands,
anomtma the body with scented oils &c.
8. Avoid luxurious beds and seats,

=P PN O p W
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The Noble Path to Immortal Happiness.

1. Right Knowledge of Sorrow, its Causes, its cessation
and the Path,

2. Right Aspirations of Renunciation, Mercy and Love,

3. Right Speech avoiding slander, harsh speech, useless
gossip, using words of love, of peace, of ‘concord.

4. Right Action. avoiding destruction of life, dishonest
acts, and immoral sensuahsm

§. Right Livelihood avondmg professions of immorality
as slavery, selling intoxicating liquors, pmsons, murdefous
weapons and sale of flesh, :
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6. Right Exertion in making ceastless efforts to avoid
creating new sins, shunning evil, abandoning old evils. exer-
ting to create new good deeds; and to increase and  develop
good deeds.

7. Right Mindfulness in keeping the mind in the
- analysis, physiologically, of the body, in the analysis of sense
feelings, in the analysis of thought impulses, in the analysis
of the principles that'retard the development of wisdom.

8. Right Introspective Illumination. Daily practise of
Nirvana Yoga beginning with the four Dhyanas ending in
the realization of Infinite Peace.

mw——t0

All Communications to be addressed to The General
Secretary, Maha Bodhi Society. 4A. Col!e'ge Square,
Calcutta, India.

APPENDIX.

{Copy of the inscr'ipt‘iqn,tﬁ‘ be put in atsthe Maha Bodhi
Dharmasala at Bodh Gaya, approved by the Ordinary
Meeting - of the Gaya District ‘Board held on the 26th July
1012)

This Rest House was built for the use of Visitors
(especially Buddhist) visiting the Maha Bodhi ‘at Buddha
Gaya in the year of - Buddha. 2445 (1901} by .the Gaya
District Board, durmc the Chaxrmanshnp of Mr. C. E. AWV,
Oldham when Sir John Woodburn, K. €. S. L. was Licutenant
Governor of Bengal, the Buddhists of Ceylon and Burma
contributing Rs. 1 $,000, through the Anagarika Dharmapala,
General Secretary, Maha Bodhi Soc:ety, for the constraction
thereof. This tablet’ ‘has been placcd here by the Maha
Bodhi Society in ‘grateful acknowledcrment of the assistance
given. May All attain Happmess.
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"The Temple of Maha Bodh
at dedha Gaya. ’
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3. Bome of the such unmarried

males and females arg o=
Males,

1, Narayana " )
2 Sanaks -
3. Sanandana : Lo
‘4. Sanatsojat }
5. Sanatkuwar Svi ' Bhegavay
6. Narada h "} Vishnu Puran
7. Kavi } ’ .
8. Mahavira *} Markondaya
9. Savana . ruran’
10. to 18. Nine Jayantayns| &c., &c, &e
19, Prishadra,
20. Kavi -
21. Bhesshma,

, Femalés - -
1. Gargi, Mahgbharat, Shanti Parva Chays,
320 and 321, (Bombay Edn) .

2. Vapuna Bhngaval, .Visbnz and

8. Dharini Maikandaya Puranas. ¢

* 4, QGargi Vacbaknivi . i
f tihasa Cosha,
5. Badava Prachetayi } page 518, '

&. Buolubhe Mitrigi

4. A female cannot be given  away
in marriage without her consent, .
Vasista, Calcutia Edition, page 489,
Kathayana, cemmented .by Jagaunatha
‘Coiebrook’s Digest, Vol. 11, page 171,
. Mababhataibs, Shallaya Patva 52, (Botcbay
Bdn}y ¢ ¢ !
Mnrkandayna Paran, 52, &e,
Deves Boagavat, 6-17,

5. None but Kennyas (mnfdeﬁs) can’
be marrisd with Vedio Mantras, =
Manw, § 226 ; Kalluka aad Srinsndenas *
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6. Adcordivg to the Vedas, Nirukla,
its Bhashyn, Satras and Vyakarana, s
Kannya to be mmried i3 one who is
competent tohave her maxrisge con-
summated from the 4th nighs aftér the
mattlnge ceremonies are Comwenced,

- Rig-Védn, 1-66-4.

Nirukts, Vol. IV, pages 1h7 oidl,

Maha Bhashya, 4-1, Puges 19 aud 20,

Tatws Bodbipf, pnge 2:0. )

Aswalayans, &o., Sulvas (aeq - Autbonms
auder pava 10) .

5. Accordmg ‘to the” Smrities, a
lemale is not styled a Kapnys,_ untl
she is ten years old.

1. Parasare, Chap, 7, page 24. Cal, Edn.

. 2. Samvarta, pege 689, Cpl, Edn, .

8. Krishnacheiya Suriti, page 3.

' 4. Bmsoﬁm Bhuakmm pq,e 282, Bombay

g. mznayu Smdhn.l’ 8, page 81, Bombay

'ZE‘ :. ‘Samscata May uﬁha, poge 46. Bowbay
-7+ ' Rirnagaraine, page 26. -
8. Boudhsyaua Vencatarhia, page 181.
' - 8 40.8 are houtiie wiLueases.

8. 'Bhe can give herself in marriage,
if her “guardiang neglect to give her
away before the expiry of three Ritus

or yem:s after she nttained pubezty.
Manu, 9-80 and 91..
2 Ymbnu. Chnp. 24, p ge 110 Oaloutta

dul
as. chnmslkya, 1-64 page 41, Oulaum
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- 4, Gouluua, poge 433 Caloah-n Eda. . |
“5 &:hhubham. Auushashunn Pm;a. (A.mp.
] . '
8. Matcha Puran,” Chap. 22’1 27 and 28.
4. Boudlinyana,- a8 * guoted is Parssazs
Madbasia ond by Vidyaoath Deikebhita, *
-8, Kalh)apa, ag qnmed m Kﬂshnacharya
Swrivg, * -
9% Dhnzmanindlm. 8, pagal 172 and 178.
Bowmbay Edn, 16888, #
10, Nirnaya Bindhu, 8 ; page 31, *
11, Samskara Mayulkba, page 47, ¥
-# These ave hogtlle witnessces., .

9. No male is compelenb to’ mm‘y
before he completes bis sixteenth year.
Aswalaysns, 1-18-2 and 9.

10 Mariiggs is delined to bdia
solemn contract entered into’ by the
Bride and Bridegroom Yo ' bécome one
and continue one, after her gift, either
by her guardians x by herself, the con-
tract being completed by sacnﬁces ad
consummation od or after “the foarth
night from the egmiencement of the
ceremonies,- when she : bacomes oma
with her husband in | Pmaa Gotra ind
Sutaka..

1. Rng Vet'ln, 1085 o1, 22 24, 20, 27 36, 37,
43, 44, 45, 46.

2 A-walu\ann van Satra, 1.7-3, 6, 7,18,
17,18.19 ard 22; 1.91,8 10'15 .nndl 291,

8. Yujur Veda Anuokramnmlm pages 162
164, 169, 170, 174, 178, 1o 182, -

4, 'j.‘uare:a Beshmana, Kanda 2, pages 568,
f;g‘a -670, aud Knwda 8, pages 146, P13, 163
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5. Apnalamnba . Grhya Sutta & ils Sudes
shaus Bhsshiem,-

8, Parasara Grhyo Sum (Haxl Hara's Bhnc
ihiys) pagee 27, 82.

«T; Gobbiln érhvn Smm with- Bhnnbva
21.20 und 24;22 4,8. 7, 8.11m|d 16; 2-3 6
7, 9, 11,12, l3uml 15 1245 1Lauddto 10,

8. Samn Vedn Mantewprasna, 1.1.8, 9 snd

105014;1.21, 2,8, 5,8, 7,810 t015; 181
to7& 14.

9, Gobhila Grbyn Kwrmdprakasika, psge 59
10. Maha, -qaoted bv’ Bhnvadevabhutaw-
Gobhila Bhasbya, page 821, .
it Pams?uru Dhatwa Shnaha. Clmp. 8-21,
v o
12. Likhits Snmhltd, pnge 877. Oul. Edn,
13. Yuma. verses 78, 84 o 86, page 2%
Bow. E
14. Kntyaynnn § 5, page £08. Cal. ' Edo, .
15. Quenyasa, peyge 586, Oul Eda.
18 Goutame, page 410 Cal, Edn.”
217. Bmhaepabl. Gobhila Grliya Sutrn, page

18. Mahgbha\-ai, Adi Pares, Chep 83 80 &a.
Bom. Edun,
E}Q Msubabharat Shailya, Clmp. 62° Ilom
V1

20. Harivarosha, Chap 104, 105, 107 aud
108. Bow. Edu.

21. Visna Pumn _with Vg‘nhnuukuta-
chendrike, 5 27 2

. 22. Bhagdvat, 9124 82 and 34 Sridbara's
Commenlary

23. Agni Puran, Chap. 164 4 and 5,

24. Bharata " Tutpareya Nirnays, CHap.
7 190 and 191 (by Bree Ananda Teerthackarye.)

25. Mitmshaca, pages 14 and 15, Bon. . Ein,

26. Bumskars  Koustabhs, pagea 16, 207
and 225.

27. Tollappat’s Sadni V'!ochnna.

The Qyst Lwo gre hostile wilnesses,
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11, A woman may be warried, if
she likes, more than onee in the case
-of thedeath of her husband, with Vedlc
marital rites, provided she is a virgin,

‘but without t.hem‘ it she be & non-
vlrgln. -
- 1. Rig Veda, 10:1B.8, 9, 10
2 - Itarai Brahman, 8, pnge 68 Bombay Edn,
< 8. Taiteria Arannyakn, 6-1,
4. Athavvh Veda, page 204. ‘
- 5. Munn, 8228 : 9:76. 97, 175, 176'
6. Manu quoted by Madbava,
A+ Menu quoted by Vydinath D. kachxta.
.8. Vishnu, Cbap. 15 92, 93..
9. Y«gnava.kyn. quoted by Kri.huuebnrya
Smritd, P. b
10. Pargsara, Ohap 2 81, Manusorlp' Tel.
.Edn.Chnp. 428,
11 Vashists, Chap: - 17. pnga 489,
(Onl. Edn.)
12, Bhntatapa, Tanjore Pulnca Mannscrwpt
13 Bondhayana, Cadgan Manuseript sud
292.8, 27 ; 4 1-17, Sacred Books of East,
14, (,.nmyaynnn. quoted by 'an. wdverse
wﬂmesu, Nlmayasmdhu 3, page 3 (Bombny
Eln)
- 15, Nnmaa. (‘haps. 12 95" to 100 v
16. Mahnbbarat, Bheeshmm Parva cl»ap. 90
© 1% Agui Puum. Chnp, 154,
18.. Bir Bhagavat, 9 9 84. - :
- 19 Chaturvingati Smrih's Commenmry.
by Bbabtjre Dikschita,
~2%. Sreemad Mahabhara§ Tazbmyu Nirnaya
hy Seee Anenda Tearthncharya. Chsp. 20, -

112, The childen of, tbe re-muméd
women are legitimate, - 2. -

1, Mano ; "2, Vishnu; 3, Yagm&vntk)ad.
Vnshistn}’ B, DParasars; 6, DBoudhayns ;7
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Narade; 8. Daltn  Meeipamse, pags 709
Dnt'hacha‘nd.r‘ika. pegeq 9 and 80,

_ Mosh of sur Pandits, who wich &0 mainlain
the axisting stade of thingse, vely vpony pertain
verses quoted in modern works, as cancelling
tha aathoriviea X have cited, viz., Sruth),
Smarithi, Ltihasa, ste. They lorget tha€ Sratbi
sle, onnnol be  dver.tuled : by any percon.
,Many of $he apthorities I rely upon are laken
from works, speclally intended’ {or our guid.
ance in thig Kuliyoog, 1In them the aforesaid
verges find na place. The Bhagavat, Viskna.
puran and Mahabharal were sowaposed in and
for Ralivapg, . These. do not gontain these
verses, bus on the sontracy presoribe the
sctions prahibited by these verses, Nor does
the Paran which can now be sgeen as a
complate  book, ' cootain’ sham, i They
were nod in exisfence whea Vigneswars
wrate his coramentary of ) tha Yagnavaikya
Bmarivd. The books from which they are ¢.kin
«rg not exians, [t isesid vhas ad the beginning
of she Kaligang, some Maboimes made thess
rales. Whe . thesa Msbatinas | were, what
authority they had to xescind sbe culex and
practicg of the Vedas and Smurities, la not
stated. Al aots which thesa verses probibib
have not been nbendoned wmuoder . 4beir
suthorisy, They say that there sghall bae
no Banyasam in $hisYoog; bus alt the Bhashyas
karas or foundera ot famous secta ol Advities,
‘Visishtadiveties, snd Deivitesy are Sanyaseos.
Mann'e authorisy i8 conasidered a¢ equal to
thas of the Veda,* Scee Krishna Parsaursma
and Bheeshima have {aid down ja the Kaliyoog
that an Atatayes, one wbo altempts the lits of
pnother,.can be kiled, whoever he may be,
in self-defence, The aforessid verses probibiy
this exercise of -sell-defence. Of theso verses,
Sir William Joues says (=" Which arg collect-
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ed in'a work, enlitled Madana Raltna Pras
deepia.” % Oa the preceding texts,” “1b wust
bavemarked, that ‘none of them exceps
tbat -of Viibaspaty are cited by Kalluka
who never seems to° have comsidered
any other laws of Mauu as restrained
to the first three ages ; that the
Smriti or the shered code, is quoted withous
she nawe of I~gislators ; and that the prohi-
bition, in any age; of self-defenceyeven against
Bhramins, is repugnant to . texs of Sumanisg,
vo the preceptand exampleof Bree Krishna
bimsell ; according to the Mahabharat and
even to & sentencea in the  Vedas by which
every man iR comwanded {o defend kis own
tife from all violent nggressiona™

There are verres {0 contradiot these in a
wo k ¢atied Piamand Samastee, furmshed to
e by M R Ry. A. Ramachandra Iyer—they
distinetly state that in Kalyoog the old ruler
are stll in foree aceording to'the amhority of
the Rishies, Attri, Vishwarniiva, ‘Chevans,
Vynghrapat, &c. Thus we eét Pundits have
been of- Inte publ shing npoervphal texis to
support their respeclive views, They are, there.
fore,"ne nuthority evpecia ly il they arve agamsy
¢ernal Hindu faw.

R. Rag okatua Dow.
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‘WORK AMONGST THE OUTCASTES.

Writing in the *° Hear All Sides” page
of the Times of India lliustrated Weekly,
Mr. V. R. Shinde, to whose work in Bombaj
we referred recently, makes a powerful appeal
for a quicker 'sympathy with the work of
raising the depressed classes in India. The
problem, as he states it, is almost appalling in
its magnitude. The depressed population,
according tofigures he quotes from theCensus
Report, is more than one-fourth of the total
Hindu population, and more than one-sixth
of the total population of India is untouch-
able. “Ttis,” he rightly says, ‘“the duty
of every person that has a right to reside
in India, Christian, Jew, Mahomedan, Parsi
or Hindu, white or black, in Government
service or free, to see that one-sixth of this
vast India, which is untouchable, should be
restored to decent humanity and free citizen-
ship.” Mr. Shinde has, however, done
much more than call attention to this urgént
public duty ; he has launched a practical
work in Bombay which merits liberal sym-
pathy and support. '

Ed., Times of India.



THE PROBLEM OF THE DEPRESSED
CLASSES IN INDIA,

From the days of the French Abbe Dubois
in the last century or perhaps even from the
much earlier days of the Chinese traveller
Hwan Thsang in the last millennium, the
depressed classes or what are commonly known
as the low castes in India have canght the
observant eye of foreigners; and they have
roussd not only the mere intellectual interost
of passing obs-rvation of such sojourners buf
the more abiding interest of the several exotic
agencies that entered during these centuries
and have now permanently lodged in this vast
country. Hcw Islam found an ample field of
propagandism among these classes we shall see
below when we consider their numbers.
Christianity now claims a large portion of
them: and in spite of the cynic's phrase ‘rice
Christians’ all just minded persons will readily
bear witness to the many glorious cases of the
true elevation of the soul as well as of the
social cond:tion, among these people. The
British Government too, the third great foreign
power for good that has entered on the scene,
has trisd its hands at the uplif ing of these
people, though not much, considering its re-
sources. The discriminating sympathy of the
Government was drawn to this subject as early
as the famous Halifax Despatch on education
in India of 1854. And in the resolution of
1884, it emphatically approves of the benign
recommedations of the Education Commission
of 1882, recorded in words:—

“That the principle laid down in the Court
of Directors’ letter of May 5th, 1854, and again
in their reply fo the le'ter of the Government
of Ind.a, dated May 20th, 1857, that ‘no boy
be refusd admission to a Government college
or school merely on the ground of cas'e.’ and
repeated by the Secretary of State in 1863, be
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now reaffirmed as a principle, and be applied
with caution to every institution not reserved
for special races, which is wholly maintained
at the cost of public funds, whether provincial,
municipal, or local.

“That the establishment of special schools or
classes for children of low crste be liberally
encouraged in places where there is a sufficient
number of such children to form  separate
schools or classes, and where the schools main-
tained from public funds do mnot sufficiently
provide for their education.” .

In spite of the exploitations of these three
foreign  agencies, vﬁz., Mahomedanism,
Christianity and the British Govern-
mend, in thig field of the eleva-
tion of the low castes in India, the heavy mass
of victims of the time-long depression scems
to be almost immovable. These victims fight
shy of either the crescent or the cross for fear
of losing their religion, real or fancied as it
may be, and even for fear of losing their caste
lowest though it is, and thus they are not so
ready to embrace the advantages which these
two propagandas offer, as one would suppose.
As to the offers of the third agency, they are
in the main negative and passive. The dec-
lared policy of ithe British Government is
‘‘equality of castes in the eye of education.”
The Educational Department would not object
to admit any low caste boy in a school, pro-
vided the other boys in the school or rather
their parents have no objection. And as to
the special schools started for these classes,
we find such candid confessions by the educa-
tional authorities themselves as in the report
of the Director of Public Instruction of Bom-
bay for 1904-5. “The Inspector, while pointing
out that considerable prog-ess has been made
in. providing for the education of these special
castes, points out that too often little care is
taken, especially by Municipal Boards, to see
that the teachers of schools are competent.
With the opening of a free school the Board
feel that their duty has been done.” If any
one further cares to know what has actually
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been the “considerable progress” of education
of low caste boys, he will find from the sam
report that in the whole of the Bombay Presi-
dency containing the total low-caste popula-
tion of 3,479,084, the total number of pupils
attending school in 1905.was 15,058, i.c., hardly
5 pupils in a population of 1,000, In pointing
out to these facts I must clearly state
that I do mnot at all intend to find fault with
or depreciate the value of the several agencies
at work, but I only wish to bring into promi-
nent motice the limitations on the good
intentions of these agencies potent as they are.

Let us now turn to what the native agencies,
if any, can claim to have achieved 1n this
respect. There are only two such, that have
some sort of wide organization all over the
country and a continued and consistent line
of action, viz., the body of the Indian Social
Reformers and the Brahma or Prarthana
Samajes. The former have demomstrated with
unabated zeal for the last 15 years or more the
theoretical proposition that the low castes must
have a better treatment than they get at
present and that effurts should be made to
elevate their degraded condition. This bas
been demonstrated both by means of speeches
and resolutions in their conferences and by
writings in their organs. But as to their actual
achievement, here is a characterisiic confession
by Mr. K. Ramanujacharya, M.A., of Vizaya-
nagaram appearfing in a very ably written
paper on the subject of depressed classes con-
tributed by him to the volume edited by
Mr. C. Y. Chintamani. “To the best of my
knowledge, so far as the Indian Social Refor-
mer is concerned the Pancham problem is not
yet advanced beyond the stage of discussion.
A reference to the 1eports of the Indian Social
Conference for the last few years shows that
the Reformers have not losb sight of the ques.
tion ; but they have not been able to formulate
any definite proposal regarding ite solution-”
As to the Brahma Samaj, of which one of the
most essential principles of faith and life is
the brotherhcod of man, there is a still more
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candid confession appearing in words most
unmistakable in the “Indian Messenger,” the
organ of the Sadharan brahma Samaj, of
August 4, 1907. The editor, while compliment-
ing the members of the Prarthana Samaj who
havestarted 8 Mission for the Depressed,Classes
in Bombay says:—"“Buf whereas the Brahma
Samaj has been prominent ip such works as
the education of women and the widow-remarri-
age movement, up to this time it did not
initiate  an organized efiort to elevate the
depressed classes. Its s'ern refusal to r.cognise
distinction of castes has indirectly exerted a
salutary influence no doubt, but of positive
practical work 1o lift ap the submerged sections
of humanity this Brahma Samaj could show
very little in the past. Our bretnren in Bom-
-bay, however, have made a commendable and
hopeful beginning.”” Here again I must em-
phatically state that I am not citing these
quotations to suggest any praise on the begin-
ning here referred to, much less to throw any
blame on the Rroformers or the Brah-
mos, with both of whom 1 am my-
self  directly connected, but only to
expose the bold fact in all its barrenness
that whereas the foreign agencies with all
their resources are hand:capped and materially
hindered in their work by their own
limitations, the nmative agencies lacking
singularly in  nerve as well as  resources
have not yet made any practical efforts at all,
except the recent one above referred to.

Why then these limitations on the resourceful
foreign agencies and why this failure to begin
organized and earnestly practical efforts on
the part of native agencies? Why could Japan,
another eastern country, which had to face this
very problem of her depressed clasees, solve
it with such a remarkable speed and success,
in the course of not more than 30 years? And
why has India. with the Vedsznt theories of
universal equality at her back, with  the two
most living gespels in the world, viz., of Christ
and Tslam in her midst, and with the best-
meaning and most prosperous Government al
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her head why has India yet hardly touched
the fringe of this impor.ant problem? The two
young Japanese, who visited India last year,
declared  in the public meeting at Framjpi
Cawasji Hall that there where no longer any
depressed classes in Japan such as the ‘‘etas’
and ‘‘hinins” of 34 years ago. Prof. W. H-
Sharp, M.A., who visited Japan in 1904, says
in his book, The Educztional System of Japan,
‘“all legal disabilities have been removed and
‘eta’ is as free as any one elss to change his
residence and his occupation’ P. 338. Can any
one say th:s of a Mahar or a Pariah in India?

The problem is wholly the concern of the
Indian people, both bigh and low. The foreign
agencies, therefore, with all their good inten-
tions and resources are and must
be rather out of question. The chief
and primary reason of the incapa-
city .of the people to riss equal to the
occasion, is the want of effective will. This
lack of nerve is a long-standing, constitutional
defect of the nation and will not bz helped by
any number of such newspzper articles. The
cure is a matter of actual efforts and consequent
slow grow'h- After having pointed out as
above the failure of our people, my next pur-
pose in this article is therelore not to discuss
the primary reasons which as I said are con-
st;tutional but the most prominent of the
subsidiary reasons of this failure. That one
reason is in my opinion that the problem has
not yet been clearly formulated and stated.
Some individuals here and there have some
keen feelings about it. But such feelings have
not yet formed the springs of action of any 9f
our leaders of either public opimon or public
activities. The problem yet forms no definite
part of the working faith of the average public
man in the country, such as the problem of
widow re-marriage or of the self-givernment or
of the indigenous produc's does. Thirty years
ago no body paid any heed to the depress:d
classes except a few OChristian Missionaries.
Now-a-days so far as talk goes these classes are
much in evidence. But still there are very



mixed and unequal sentiments and quite hazy
notions regarding the definite place of these
classes in the structure of the complex EHinda
Society, their wretched condition and voiceless
grievances, their vast and wide spread numbers,
and the ultimate injury dome to the nation at
large  through the untold material
and ‘'moral injuries dons to thees unfortunate
classes. It is mnot possible to  dwell
on these points at sufficient length
within  the short limits of this ar-
ticle. I should, therefore, content myself
with  very briefly touching them, drawing
special aftention to their numbers and finally
formulating the problem.

The whole population of the continent of
Hindustan, whatever its other divisions, may
by divided from the point of view of our prob-
lem, ‘into the following divisions:—1 The
classes (literary and well-to-do). 2 Masses. 3
Low Castes, 4 Hill Tribes. Thus the third
division which forms our subject, is clr*r nnd
definite by itself and is common in the whole
of India. It has all the disadvantages of
the second division, viz., general poverty, want
of education, uncertainty of wages, etc., and
something more, i.e., they are for ever forbidden
the ordinary social privileges of a citizen. They
are not detached and unconnected with the
body politic as the Hill Tribes; but yet they
have no place in the social communion of
this body. This pronounced mark of wvntonch-
ableness is the standing fulcrum on which the
lever of depressinn and degradation is slowly
Iowered dewn on them and this Titanic lever
will never be made inoperative until  this
ominous fulcrum is comvletely demolished. To
avoid the wunnecessary friction of feelings
among the Hindus it must be admitted that
this " ages-long process of depression might
have been a sociologiczl sction only accelerated
by the ordinary feclings of race-antipathy in-
berent in the general human natnre rather
than any conscious wilful malice ard Fatred
of one race fo the other. But this ia bv the
way. Consciously or not the lever is working;
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it is a fact and pot a fiction, and wholesale
depression is the ‘result. As to their material
and moral condition, some people have the
knack of too smoothly gliding into optimistic
conclusions. But none of these optimists-at-
others’-cost would ever care to exchange lots
nor could ever get any other castes higher than
the victims to exchange lots with them. Some
argue that in big cities the ceremonies of
touch are not strictly observéd. That might be
true so far as the ceremonies go: but the sub-
stantial grievances are as well felt by a well-
to-do Mahar who has cultivated some self-
respect in him as by a wretched pariah- pro-
bably a new-comer from fhe country, who
builds his hut out of the castings on a dung-
hill, in the outskirts of a roaring mill. In
this very proud city of Bombay and specially
in such showery weather as we have had now,
many hovels of thesg low castes seemingly
floating on water or sticking up on a plinth
of ankle-deep filth show the very climax of
wretchedness. One Monday morning when it
was  pouring hardest, I perfsonally went to
inspect the condition of the people connected
with our Mission at Parel: when I crept into
a doluged hut I saw the never-to-be forgotten
scene of about two dozen human beings of both
sexes and all ages huddled together in a narrow
coop o better than a  pigsty. The
Bhungi quarters near the Textile Mills was
another sight worth seeing at aZl the risk of
the foul weather. No wonder then the low
castes enjoy the honour of the top in  the
wfirmity list of the Census Repnort.
BOMBAY PRESIDENCY,

Caste. Namber infpected. Lepet:u::::i in the
e | e e ——
Low caste ... | | 100,000 88
Maratha ... 10, 00 77
Errasian ... 101,000 81
Brabman °...... 100,000 6

Now let us see the number of these peoples
in all India, so that poss’bly we may mnot
make any wunnecessary fuss over tlie scandal
if it is after all a negligible quantity.
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Depressed Classes Mission School at Parel, Bombay.



Extracted from the Census Report of 1901 :—

Totnl Depressed
Population

District, i 1otal Hindaes,

"} The Punjab,|
Kasbmir, Raj-

putans . 38,6887 5 19,781,692
?Bombay,
Baroda Kurea 8,479,084 16,734,952

8 (a} Madras,
Myeore. Hydera-
bad, Travancore,

&C vae i rrienrens 156.874.078 52,626,366
(b) t hota Nug-
8 987,799 6,400,360
(c) Berar nud| |
Central Provinces 2,845,10 13,382,398
4 8)United
Provinces 10,048, 68 40,649,801
(b + ehar .. 4,1 6,083, 38,984,708
6 {a Bengal... 7,958,721 17,12 80
(b Orissa... 1,106,743 8,766 527
6 Assam, Sik-
kim  veer  oe 1, 01266 2,768,269
Total. b 6,82 1,9 6,97 867

Table showing the grades of Mahonied.ns in
North India.

Pupjab,

Eashmir. |U- P Bebar 'Bengal, Orissa.

1 (Aghraf}
Better claes :
I ahomenuns 1,616,998 4, 590,060 19,980,547
2{Ajlaf) R
Lower class
Muhomedans,..| 5,668,649 1,861,983 887,689
8 Arzal)
Degraded Maho.|
medapa  most
of thrm cun-

verts .| 0,846,466 2 775,008 7.097
4 Un classl.‘
L1 S 2 0694 1,667,400 544,075

— Total |15,834,727 114,794,446 2,419 408
Total Indian population 2,943,61,056.
Total Hindu population 2,071, 47, 026.
Total dep resseso p-pulation 552 06 632.
Total Mahomedan popula-

tion 624,58,077.
Degraded Mahomedans in
Upper India. 8,628, 566.
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Even if we leave out of consideration the
number of the degraded Mahomedaus shown
above the total figure of the depressed popu-
lations in the whole of India is more than one-
fourth of the total Hinde population and more
than one-sixth of the totzl Indiaa population!
More than one-sixth of India ¥s then theore-
tically and in most cases practically untouch:
able! Are we to disbelieve the Census reports
or believing thein, are we to still maintain
our characteristic coolness over these appalling
numbers ? ’

Let me new hasten to the conclusion. The
problem is mot for any foreign agency bowso-
ever benevolent it be. It is not again a reli-
gious problem, I mean religious in the secta-
rian or denominational sense. The gquestion
is not whether these vast mumbers should be
saved by Christianity or from Christianity but
a broader one that they have to be restored to
decent humanity. It is not only an educational
problem but a social and philanthropical one.
Even so far as it is educational, it is not a prob-
lem for the Government of India; for their
policy in education declared in 1854 and con-
tinued up to mow is to stimulate the people to
their sense of responsibility. Some benevolent
persons who are withholding their hand of
charity, now that the Government is discussing
schemes of free primary education, should
specizlly bear in mind this continued policy
of the Government. Even if free primary
education were proclaimed to-day, it will noc
affect these classes until it is made effectively
compulsory. And even then the educational
side of the problem will be better solved by the
persuasive and privately organised philanthro-
py than by a mechanically compelling Govern-
ment. Nor is this a problem for a professional
Indian patriot alone. It is the duty of every
person that has a right to reside in India,
Christian, Jew, Mahomedan, Parsi or Hindu,
white or black, in Government service or free,
to see that onesixth of this vast India, which
is untouchable, should be restored to decent
humanity and free citizenship. Of ocourse a
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Christian missionary or a Hindu patriot or
a Government official or an Employer is
each quite welcome to his own special point of
view of this common problem of the elevation of
the depressed and to his own separate share
in its achievement, But that a pariab should
become a repenting Christian or remain in the
fold of renovated Hinduism, or that he should
tarn out an efficient national asset, or‘a food
law-abiding loyal subject or an honest and indus-
trious labourer-—these are only after results and
they depend upon the pariah’s first becoming
a decent human being, free to move and free
to choose his vocation. It is then the duty ot
every Indian to sce that he becomes so. Buy
what is everyman’s concern is mo man’s eon-
cern. My final word, therefore, is that if
work is actually started by some on these broad
lines and with these broad aims—and such
work is already started in this City of Bom-
bay—it should meet with sympathy from all.
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Che
Depresseb Classes JWission,

BOMBAY.

{ Established 18 Oclober 1906.)

OBJECT.

To elevate the condition of the depressed
classes in India,. by promoting education and
free social intercourse.

COMMITTEE.

Tae HON'BLE MR. JUsTICE CHANDAWARKAR,

. President.
SueT DAMODARDAS G. SUKHADWALLA,

Vice-President.
MR, N. B. Panprir, B.A., Treasurer.

MR. S. R. Lap, Superintendent.
MR. V. R, SHINDE, B.A., Secretary.

Reports or any other information may be had
from, and any donation may be sent to, the
Treasurer or Secretary at Ram Mohun Ashram,

Girgaum, Bombay,
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