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Ceylon Social Service League. 
COMMITTEE MEETING. 

Th~ nllnutes of 8 mooting of tbe General Corn· 
III itt<'e of the Ceylon Social Service League held 
('ll 'rueRd~y, the 5th September, at 5 p.m. 

1. Present: Sir P. Aronaehalam (in the Cbair), 
Ilev. M"~SlS. A. E. Restarick Gnd G. A. F. Sena
raw", 1)1'. ,J. S. de Sllva, Messrs. H. L. de Mel, 
M. T. de Amaresekera. M. Casim Ismail, A. B. 
1'001 .... J~ A. Maartensz. A. Mabadeva. AmI" 
'\"1'10 Menihs, Martinll. C. Perera, D. F. Sura
,,,,",a, n.i A, Wille, G. P. Wisbard and Messrs. 
II it. Wljewardene and C. H. Z. Fernando, Hon. 
s.·('rt·tan~. 

'!. R,.\~d letters from Revds. W. H. Rigby amI 
n. J. C.' Beven and Mr. L. W. A. de Soy_a, re
g'1'ettmg their lDabihty to be present at tbp meet-
mg'. 

.•. Minut&.! of last mef\~ing held on 6th July 
\'"t h",ing be~n read and eonfirmed, a Report 
(",,.. parek 4-12) of the work done since the I.ot 
"''''-'!lng' during the two months (6th July to 5th 
~"p"·mb.r) w"~ read an!! eonsidered. 

4. The Treasurer submitted a financial stale
"lent of the .pedal fund opened on May last for 
fI""o\ .. "hef. The receipts (ineluding valne of ric.a 
("lIItribul ;oo&) were R5,979-27, aod the expendi
tme IH,22<}·37, leaving III balun"'! of R1,755-8S. 

5, R<lsolved that the Flood Thllicf Fund be 
df,,~d. th&& the statement of ll<lOOunOs (page 12) bl> 
pub',.hed In th& Pre8s, lhat Ihe balance in hand 
Hl.755-88 he set apart as it. Flood Relief Fund 10 
he ullbsed in case of future flood., o,nd that It bp 
Ilw~ nwhile deposited by the Trea81U'er in the nank 
u( M .dras .a. 0. fi~ed deposit. 

n. The Treasurer submitted the finanoial state
ment of ~he General Funds of the League, and 
stu(~J lh~t the 8um of Rl,C)OO, ... Iricll was. by re-
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1!Oluti<lD of the Gener .. t COnllIlittee on 12th April •. 
ord..red to be transferr~d untler Rule 16 to 8 R('
serve Fund. had not yet beer. iuvet!ted. Re80lvE'd' 
that the Trustees be .instructed to Invest the
alllount to the beat .advantage. 

7. Resolved that the Chairman. Sir P. Aru· 
nachalam, the Secretaries. Messra. D. R. Wile. 
wardene and C. H. Z. Fernando, and lfr. R. 
Mahesa be nominated to serve on the Commit,h'c' 
of the Plnmbago Employees' Co.operative Crellit 
Rociety established uwlet the auspicee of the 
League. . . 

!I. The name" of the following new members 
who have joined t~ League were submitted by 
thE' Secretaries :-Hon. Mr. A. J. R. de 8oyoa; 
Mr. D.D. Pedris. Mr. E. C. de Fonseka, Mr. C.W. 
fl Fernando and Mr. H. P. C. de Silva. the first 
named as a Guaranteeing member under Rule 7. 

9. Read the corrE'spondellce of the Leltgue with 
Government

i 
with the Actmg Poli('e Magistrat .. 

of Aviaawel a and othea! on .the suLject of impri. 
sonment for labour olIenees. and the De"patch of' 
the SecrE'tsty of State for the Colonies to the' 
Go\'crnor of, Fiji. dated 24th March. 1916. intima· 
tmg hiB "decision that the power to imprison for 
labonr olIences msst 'be definitely eliminate<l from 
the laf'ollr laws of FiJI. British Guiana. Trinidad 
Bntl Jamaica. before the end of this year." 

10. The Committee then considered th'3 Draft 
()J'dinance pUblished in the Ce1l10fl GI)t'6ffl11U01It' 
Gazette of 25th' August. amendmg the J,abour 
Ordinance No. 11 of 1865. 

11. Resolved that the League (1) thanks the 
Ceylon Government for the Dralt Ordinance to 
"meml the Labour Ordinance. puhlished in the· 
Ceylan G<HIernment GaUlle of 2:)th Auguat last. 
for the relief of women and children (ronl inlpn. 
9Onment. but (2) COD8ideca that the pror-,d rel;"f 
is inadequate and (3) recommend. to (l(w~rnn"'nt 
(a) the omission of the two provillof''' of 8ulH'la1l.e 
2 80 as to make the relief eomplete lind (h) tlie
exten.ion ol the relict to mal" adult": and (4) ron
firms its illStructioZl of \.hI' 61b July to the Chair-



~\8n and Ihe Secretari.>. to tr.ke .11 necessary mea
sures to secure that this form o{ pnDl8hml'nt for 
labour olrences be eliminated from our Statute book. 

12. RealI and consldered (1) the Report dated 
12th August of the sub·Committee appointed to 
·ooosid .. r the question of tho!j training of mid
wives for work in the village. and (2)" the scheme 
framed th .. reon hy the Chairm.an and outlined in 
para 13 of this day's Report. Resolved that the 
acherne be approved aDd the necessary expeuditure 
ioeorr .. d. 

13. Resolved to hold a eoof~rence of ladies in
tt'lf'8ted in social service on Saturday, the 23rd 

-of this montb, witb a view to forming a Ladies' 
branch of the League. . 

H. Resolved that Prof. G. H. Leonard of the 
Bristol Unlversity be thanked for hia lecture on 
Soc .. l Service at the P~ttab Library -on the 10th 
August. for his conle,...nce with tbe members of 
the L .. ngue on the lSth Angust, and for hi. gift 
of useful books to the League, and that a record 
be made of tbe League's appreciation of his valu
able service. and stimnlating inliuence. 

15. ResolvM that the awud of. prizes for sani
tation and cleanliness in the poorer parts of Col· 
ombo be postponed from December to April, to 
aUo", of snfficient time for the necessary arrnnge
menta to be completed and for si~ months' in
speotion of £T'e selected lant's bef0n: tb~ award. 

With a vote of thanks to tbe Chair, the proceed
ings terminated. 

D. R. WIJEWA:aDENE, 
C. H. ~. FERNANDO, 

Bon. Secret8ri~. 

For Report of Work rderred to in page I, 
pora 3, !lee .pages 4·12. 
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Report;,f work donf rim, tM last M8eti .. , oj 1M 
t'eneral Committee in tM two fIIont/II 

6th July to 6th September, 1916. 

FLoOD RBLmP. 
1. The Flood Relief orgauized by the League 

in May last and of which particulare wer& given 
in the Report of 6th July wae continued during 
this period, during which Government also afford~d 
relief in pursuance 01 the promise made in tb. 
Legislative Council on 21st June. The SeaBional 
Paper XI of 1918 containe an offioial _4 of the 
damage and distreaa caused and of the relief 
afforded by Government. The Gonrnmeot Agent, 
-:G.P., in his letter to Government lay' : "A COD'> 
.iderable amolln' of assistance is reported to bave 
been alIorded to the people by tb. Social Serviee 
League. I am sore the Government will much 
apprccia te the actioll taken by it." 

FDiANCIAL BT4TIIMBNT. 
9. Anuelled (page 19) is a statement of I,he 

League'8 receipts INId expenditure on ao:. 
count of Flood Belief. The total amount 
collected wae Rli ,11711·91 ~ iocludmg H2 .0',,)5. 
the value III rice anl1 provisioos IIlft.!d 
by. rice merchants. The balance iu hand is 
R1.735-88. This includes a lum of RWO received 
from Mr. Wilfred V.Mendis on behalf of the "Cey
lone." Flood Relief Fund of 11118. .A. further 
aum of R1!19 iB promised by him. It ia recom· 
mended that tha balsDC8 of Rl.766·88 be held ill 
reslll'Vll al a Flood Belief FUlIl for future emer
gencies. 

8. Iu our laat llepon. para 1. mention was 
made of the misconduct of 80me headmell in con
nection 'with flood relief. lIis Excellency the Go ... 
ernor called for detaila and names. aod a full 
report was 8ubmitted. Tha Colonial Secretary 
informed VI that the papers were forwarded to 
the Goverument AgQDt. W.P., tor inquiry Ind 
reporll. The G1lvemmen\ Agent has eince inIOrtDf'd 
118 that no inquiry' will be hpld. Tbi. deeilion i. 
to be regretted in alit public interest. 



4. In our letter to Govel'llllJilll.t, while thanking· 
them for the relief given to the tlood-stricken, 
it was suggested that leading unofficial residents 
such as clergymen, • Buddhist priests, planters, 
nott>ories, echool-masters, be assooiated in the 
selection of cases for relief and in the distribution 
at relipf. 

VILLAGD ADMINlSTlIKfION. 

5. 'fhe experience of village administration ob-" 
bined in the course of distribnting tloed relief 
confirms the opinion of many that the system of 
vIJlage administration needs considerable overhanl
ing and the association of non-offieial persons in 
order to Pl'Otect the interests el the peasantry and 
'Iso to educate them in the duties of citizenship. 
Reform in this direction will ha va far-reaching, 
beneficent effects and is worthy of the attention 
of the League. 

S'.AYU ISLAND BRANCH OF THE LEAGUB. 

G. A branch of the Leagtle has been opened 
in Slave Island Ward by the Ward Member, Mr. 
H. L. de Mel, who convened a meeting of the 
resIdents at the Booth Memorial Hall on 26th 
July. d which he presided. The Chairman of 
the League was present and 8poke. Lane visita
tion cirrlll8 have be~n formed and the work of 
Social Senice is being vigorously prosecuted. 
The League is much indebted to Mr." de Mel for 
lais public-spirited and indefatigable efforts and 
trusts that his example will be followed in other 
war~~ of the city and iu the provinces. 

LAND VISrrA'llON. 

7. The nature of the work clone and the me
thods followed will appear from !be accompany
ing instructions to Lane vi8i~ora and instruc
tionA to house·holders. the latter eireulated mostly 
in the vernaculars. The help aud sympathy of 
the lane visitors are much appl'eCia'ed by the 
people. In addition to sanitary adVice and in
struction, medical relief and eomfons are distri
buted, aloo soap and dioinlectete. The yisihml 
themselvea have been great}J l>ene!W by these 
fri~ndly relations with !be~. 
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8. Lane visitation i. now being carried aD m. 
tbe following areas of thll city by the geotlem6ll 
named. The numbers are the numbera of tbe 
slum areas in the list furnished· by the Medical. 
Otncer of Health, Dr. O. V. AserappB. 
Maradana No,'h. 

Area No.9. 

Area No.8. 

Ma,adana South. 
Area No. II. 

Co/petty. 
Area No.1. 

St. Paul', .. 
Kochchikad ... 

. Jintupitil a• 

Slalle Idand. 

MeBara. Martin1J8 C. Perera.
and D. 8. SenaO&yaka. 
Mr. F. R. Senana.yau, M.M.C_ 
and Dr. D. B. Perera. 

Messrs. '1'. Ramasamy, 
and A. H. and J. A. Perera_ 

Dr. J. S. 'de Silva. 
Mr. L C. Jayasiuha, Moui.· 

cipal Illspector, 
and Mr. E. S. Feruando •. 

MUDlcipal Overseer. 

Messrs. H. Wijenathau, ~rQni .. 
cipal Engineer, 

lIud R. Mabes •• 
Messrs. K. liauaga.ramam, 

. and N. Supramauiam. 

Mr. H. L. de Mel, IUf.C., 
aud the SI.ve Island branch· 

0( the League. 
Nrolft' . SCHOOLS. 

!I. The night 'school mltlmallled by the League· 
ar Htnffotd Place was exa.minNl on 23rd Auguo' 
by .l{~. liannangara, of t~e Training Coll~ge, 
whose report i8 awaited. The totlll Dumber of boys 
on the "egistel i. 131 with ol\.ly average attend
anee of 5B Engli8b-learnlD'I pupils and 31 !,in
halese-Ie.uning pupil.. The nigM school at 
KotahenB has on its ~gi6t .. r 56 ... ith an avera!!e 
aUendance of 32 'English-Iearning pupils and 2~ 
Sinhak.se-Iearning pupils. The majority in bot!.. 
achools are working meD and boys. 
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Er..BMENTARY 1l:DUOATroS IN :rBll Crrr. 

10. The efforts of the League in rousing the
attention of the Government and public to the 
scandalous lack of elementary education in the 
city have resulted in It beginning being made 
towards supplying the want. For this. we are' 
greatly beholden to the sympathetic interest of 
H. E. Sir John Anderson and of the new Director 
of Education, Mr. E. B. Denham. A sum of 
R50,OOO bas been voted for the building and eqnip.· 
ment of a school on a site in Green. Street, sup· 
plied by the Mnnicipality. No doubt other schools. 
wiII follow. A grave problem that has been 
sheived for over half-a-centu.ry is_ thus., at last OD; 

the ~ay to a solution. 

SOCIAL STUDY CLASS AND LECTURES. 

11. A Social Study Class continues to be held' 
weekly by the Chairman and is well &ttended. 
The following lectures have been delivered during
the last t.wo months, the first five being accom
panied by lantern sliae exhibitions :-

1. Mr. D. 'R. Wijewardene on the "City of 
London" at Kotahena. 

2, 3 &; 4. Mr. M"rtinus C. Perera on "Tem· 
pera.nce" at Maradana, Polwatte and 
p'anadure. 

5. Mr. ·D. E. Wickrama800ria on the "Rnined' 
Cities of Ceylon," at Borella. 

6. Dr. C. A. lIewavitam"De on the "Prcserva·· 
lion of Health." at the office of the League. 

PROFESSOR LEONARD OF BRls'l'OL. 

12, In accordance with the resolution of the
General Committee at the last meeting, Prof. 
G. H. Leonard of the University of Bristol was" 
on his arrival in Ceylon, invited to deliver an 
address on Social Service Bnd very kindly accepted' 
the inVltation. He delivered a lecture on the 
"Ideals of Social Service" at the Pettah Library 
on 10th August. The Chairman presided, ana 
about 150 were present and greatly appmciated' 
the lecture. On Tuesday, the 15th August', Prof. 
Lt'Ollard met the working members of the Le&gull' 
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at this office Qnd adJr_ed them on Social work. 
gi"illg th~m moat IIseful hinta and 8uggestions. 
The conference lasted two hours. Be .litO pre
sent ... d to the League uSl'ful pUblications on Sociat 
questions. The League has greatly beaelited by 
the opportunities of intcreour.e with him and by 
his stimulating inlluence. 

TRAI~ING op MmWIVES FOil TBB VILLAGES. 

13. The training of midwives for service in the 
villages has, at. the instance of Rev. J. E. Perna 
of Sooduwa, been under eonsidcration of a Bub· 
<A>mmittee. They have had the advantage Ill' 
consultatIon with Dr. S1nnetamby, the Superin. 
tendent of the De 80ysa Lying·in·Bome, and tind 
that owing to the limited accommodation the num· 
ber of students is limited and. their admission iii 
iu the order of application. n is understood that 
with two additional rooms (which will c:oIlt about 
R3,OOO to ereot) and sn annual additional provi. 
8ion of Rl,OOO, 16 more students could be trained. 
The sub·Committee has brea in communieation 
With nIpmhers of the JAlgislative CQuncil, and tI1~ 
:Finance Committee of the CQunoil has reoomlDt'nded 
the making of suitable provision. 

14. Meanwhile i' is hoped thlOllgb the kind 
offices of the Government Agent, W. P., tbe 
Principal Civil Medical Officer and the Superin. 
tendent 01 the Lying·in·Home to make 8 begiu
ning by training oue or two women rrom the 
villages ae midwives. They will be selected from 
" group of villages in which they are to work, 
snd will be bOUJJd down to !lerve for 8 definite 
""riad on 8 pay of about RIll a month. They 
will ~ork under the 8up<>nision of 8 local Com
n,itte/' Who, with the League, will be responsible 
for .the making up of the difference, if auy, be
t ... ""n that amount lind the COllt'CtiouB from eases 
whioh can alford to pay her flo amall fee for her 
servIce. 

15. It is a worthy objl'(lt for lhe liberality 01 
charitable perilOUS, aud donations 8te invited fOf 
thi~ purpo8P. Perhaps, lafer, GovernlDt'nt may b<" 
iI.1l1\1(>"d to undertake thMI work themselves and 
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make 'at1~quate provision for the supply of mid
wIves. 

IMl'RISONJolENT POR LABOUR OPnNCIiII. 

16. In pursuance of the resolution at the last 
meeting of the General Committee the sub ject of 
imprisonment of cOolies under the Labour Ordi
nance, especially women and children, has eu
gaged careful attention.. Several cases of women 
imprisoned were brought to the notice of Govern
ment. At Prof. Leonard's lecture at the Pettah 
Library, tbe Chairman made pointed allusion to 
the scandal. In only one case was a remissiou 
of part of the sentence granted, viz., in the case 
of a woman NaUatangal (with a babe at the br~ast) 
who was sentenced to two months' rigorous im
prisonment for quitting an estate. 

BILL AMmIDING LABOUR ORDINANCB. 

17. On"the 25th August,. a Bill amending the 
Labour Ordinance 11 of 1865 was published in 
the Gazelle. This exempts women snd children 
from imprisonment for Labour offences, except in 
the ease of women for a second conviction. The 
relief granted is inadeqnate. TJ.e relief to 
women and children should be ab:~ute, and 
should be extended to male adults. To facilitate 
this and b streDgthen the hands of GoVIlZl)'
ment in fully carrying out their wise aud humane 
policy. the League is in correspondenoe with 
members 01 Parliameut and other public persona 
and bodies in Great Britain. 

NBRD POR A I'BOTllCTOR OP UIlIORANT COOLIl!S. 

lB. Complaints are received from coolies that 
when they give notice of their intention to ·leave 
an estate, pressure is put on them by assaulta 
and reduction or stoppage of food, to make them 
WIthdraw the notice; and that in default, false 
charges are tromped up and the recalcitrant cooly is 
aent to iail before the e:<piration of his notice. In 
a recent ease a cooly, who escaped from the estate 
to give notiee through the Magistrate was sen
tenced to threo months' rigorous imprisonment. A 
Ilotioe 00011 was recently produced before the Chair-
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man who bore aboot forty cane marks 011 his back 
an4 Wllollo reported by the Medical Officer to hI'''. 
spa~ blood when lirst aeen by him immediately aCter 
the assault. The offending Superintendent was tined 
one rupee I These abuses are condemned by all 
good plantenl but cannot be stopped until there 
is appointed lIy Governmellt in each plantinlJ 
,108trl(:t, in the vicinity of a Police Court or K,,<'I,
cheri, a Protector of Immigrant Coolies. Cey. 
lonese gentlemen, able to speak Tamit ftuently 
and to communicate freely with the Tamil eoolv. 
/lnd having sympathy, patience and tact, cculd 
-do mocb to protect the interest. of the ignoranl 
and helpless coo11 and to maintain harmon ions 
relations between him and his employer. 

L11'B lNsVlIANCB poa FISBB!lMIUI. 

19. The lamentahle 1088 of life and property 
caost'd recently among the fishing population by 
storm. of unusual severity Buggeated the expe
diency of estahlishing an Insurance acheme for 
Iivps and boats. The Ohairman of the Chamber 
of Commerce and Bome IDllUrance Companies were 
~ommllnieated with, but 80 far without euccesl. 
-The Mayor of Colombo, who with the Governmenl 
Agent hM organised relief for the destitute 'ami. 
lies, bas kindly intereetedhimself in this scheme. 
Should 011.1' endeavonrs fail with Insurance Com· 

-p&niee, the Government will be addreeaed witb 
a view to eatablishing a State InsllJ'ance for this 
useful seeliOD of Ollr communitf. 

TSffiD,CLA88 RAILWAY ·OV1l1lC1\OWDDlG: Wa8AJ: 
ROLIllAr Foa BUDJ)BIST I'aIsoNBIIB. 

lJO. The League hal been in correspondence 
-with .Government to secure (1) better accommo
dation and conveniences for third-clsaH pa.sen
gera in trains DOW aubjooted to llTava bardsbips 
through over-crowdiog afld illBuffic.iency of lat
Tine accommodation; aod (2) ,. holiday on W ~.ak 
day tor Buddbis' prisoners in jails. The corre-
8pondenee is not elosl'd. 

CO-Ol'BIUTIVB CnBDIT SOCIB'l1'. 

21. A ()o..operative Credit Society organiaed 
lloder tbe B1l8pict'1 of this ~agu8 for the h~neftt. 
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of those employed in the plumbago industry i .. 
Colombo has been registered. There were many 
difficulties 10 be overcome, and the thanks of the 
IJeagn8 are due to Mess1'B. R. Mahesa and Ama· 
doris Mendis and to the proprietors of plnmbag& 
curing sheds and stores for overcoming the dlf· 
ficulties and establishing the Society. For its 
efficient administration the proprietors and em· 
ployees desired thllt some members of the League 
shQuld serve on the Committee of the Society, 
and accordingly under the rules four members of 
the' League must be nominated by this Committee 
to serve on the Committee of the • Co.opera ti VB" 

.Credit Socidy. 
FINAHOB. 

1lII. A Financial Statement of the League up to 
the end of July is submitted. A sum of R1,OOO' 
was ordered by the General Committee on 1~h 
April last to be transferred to a Reserve Fund' 
under Rule 16. The money has not yet been 
jnYested, and the instructions of the Committee 
are requested as to the investment of this amount" 
M well a8 the disposal of the balance of the
Flood Relief Fund. 

D. R. WIJEWABDENE, 
C. H. Z. FERNANDO, 

Hon. Secretaries. 

5th September, 1916. 

Office of the Ceylon Social Service Leagne, 
86, Dean's Road, Colombo. 

For Flood Relief Account referred to in page (. 
pal'a 2, Bee next page. 
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The Ceylon Social Service League 
Flood Relief Fund. 

RECEIPTS. 
Ily l'4n u8cription8 '" ,.. 1~8. 3,;;,14 l!7 
" Tro.n.fer from the "Ceylomille" 

1<'1000 Relief Fund of 19L3..... 400 00 
" Contributions of rice etc., of 

of the yalne of ... OJ 8,02.; ()() 

Rt!.6,979 27 

EXPBN81!S. 

To Rice and other provisions dis. 
tribnted •.. Rs. 2,373 68 

,. Transport of provi"ions . "... 71 ~ 
.. Cash payments to destitute 

eases ... ., 
,. Travelling expeDlles of Relief 

66 8J 

parties '. 
.. Casb payments made iu 29 

villagee of Colombo didtrict 

178 62 

lind in Weligam Korale f" .. 
rebuilding b0Il888 

" MiseellaneoU9 
., 1,:;06 25 

25 34 ... " 

Rtt. 4,223 39 

Balance .. 1,7';,; as 

RII.5,979 'l:1 

The bolance 8um of as., 1,755'88 hy ~n d~l'O' 
siteQ in the Bank of Madra9 as a }'iud Dcp'",i~ 
to be utilized in cases of 'utute lloodll. 

D. R. WIJ)l:WARDENE, 
BOJlOrrrf'll TrfJ<J8Urer, 





CEYLON SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE. 
Imprisonment for Labour OffenceslI 

J. 
Extracts from the Minutes of a Meeting of the General 

Com"';'ittee of the Ceylon Social Service League on tlie 6th of 
Ju.zy.1916.· . 

.. 3. Read and considered the correspondence with Gov
ernment on the subject of the imprisonment of women and 
children for offences under the Labour Ordinance. 

4. Resolved, that the infli{ltion of imprisopment for 
labour offences, i.e.,· for acts which are scarcely more than 
breaches of a civil contract, is unjustifiable, cruel and degrad· 
ing. and especially so in the case of women and children, and 
that the Ohairman and th~ Secretaries do take such measures 
as may be necessary to secure that this form of punishment 
for labour offences be eliminated from our Statute Book, as 
has been done in Fiji, and is being dODe in Jamaica, Trinidad 
and British Guiana. l?Y' order of the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies:' 

II. 
Extracts from a speech of the Chairman of the Ceylon Social 

&rvice League (Sir P. Arunachalam) on the occasion of a 
Lecture on the •• Ideals of Social Service" delivered by Professor 
G. H. Leonard of the lTniversity of Bristol at the Pettah Library 
on the 10th of August, 1916, under the auspices of the League . 

.. There ~re other aspects of the League's work with 
which I will not trouble you. But there is one important 
question which h~s engaged its attention and in which w~ .. 
earnestly ask tlie co-operation of Professor Leonard and his 
friends in England. It will be a surprise to him to learn that, 
in this the premier Crown Colony of the Empire, after over a 
hundred years of British rule. there is 8 labour system ·which 
h~ some of its aspects· is little hetter than an organized 



2 

slavery, though it lurks under the name or' "Free Labour," 
and that breaches of civil contracts are punishable- and are 
daily punished with imprisonment at hard labour. He 
will be still more surprieed and shocked to learn that under 
this system even women and children are sent to jail with 
hard labour. 

I Mid in my hand an advertisement which appeared in a 
daily paper a few days ago, which recalls the slavery days 
in the Southern States of America. It offers a reward of 
Rs. 50 and expenses paid to any person who arrests half a 
dozen bolted coolies from an estate in Matale. Among them 
is a woman who is described as • sickly, with a baby in arms 
and a boy eight years old and a girl three years.' I wonder 
that the Superintendent of the estate was not ashamed to 
insert such an advertisement and to organize a hunt for a 
poor sickly woman with a baby in arms and burdened with 
two more children. No, I do not wonder at this. The Super. 
intendent knew the (Jeylon Public, They are 80 demoralised 
and dead to all right feeling that they Bee nothing out of the 
way in such a proceeding. 

On the 18th May last and again on the 9th June, the 
League addressed the Government in behalf of cooly women 
and children imprisoned for labour offences and begged for 
remission of the unexpired portion of the sentences on 
these women, two of whom' were sentenced to a month'. 
rigorous imprisonment each by the Police Magistrate of 
Badulla on a charge-you will hardly believe it-of insolence, 
and the third by the Police Magistrate of Kandy to a like 
sentence for quitting service without notice, ahe being further 
ordered to go back to the estate on the expiration of her 
-sentence. . 

. It was pointed out to Government that these unfortunate 
women were compelled to herd with prostitutes and other bad 
characters in jails; that the Government of Fiji had abolished 
imprisonment as a punishment for· all labour offences, and 
that the Secretary of State for the Colonies had directed the 
Governments of Trinidad, British Guiana, and Jamaica to 
~limin!t~e from th~ir RW.tut~ QOo~s, pefor., tlle ep4 of thi. 
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~e&r, the power of imprisonment for labour offences. The 
appeal ofthe League was in vain. * 011 the 6th of July it was 
resolved, on the motion of Rev. Mr. W. H. Rigby, that the inflic
tion of imprisonment for labour offences, i.e., for acts which 
are scarcely, more than breaches of a civil contract, is 
unjustifiable, cruel and degrading, and especially so in the 
case of women and children, and that the Chairman and the 
Secretaries do take such measures as may be necessary to 
secure that this form o( punishment for labour offences be 
eliminated from our statute book. 

This is not going to be an easy business, for the capitalist 
interest here. as every where else, is overwhelmingly strong 
and, as I have said, our form of slayery hides its head under 
the name of Free Labour. We shall need the support of all 
the noble men and women of England, the champions of the 
poor and the outcast in all lands, to eradicate this cancer from 
our beautiful Island. I feel sure that we can count on the 
support of Prof. Leonard and all whom he can influence." 

III. 
Extracts from the Minutes of a Meeting of tAe General 

Committee df tile Ceylon Social Service League on the 5th oj 
September, 1916 . 

.. 9. Read the correspondence of the League with Govern
ment, with t.he Acting Police Magistrate of A visawella and 
others on the subject of imprisonment for labour Ilifences, 
and the Despatch of the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
to the Governor of Fiji, dated 24th March, 1916, intimating 
his decision that the power to imprison for labour offences 
must be definitely eliminated from the Labour Laws of Fiji, 
British Guiana, T~inidad and Jamaica before ~he end of this, 
year. 

10. The Committee then considered the Draft Ordinance' 
published in the' Cpylon Government Gazette of 25th August
amending the Labour Ordinance No. 11 of 1865, 

• In a lInbsequent ease reported by the League to the Governmebt, H.E. 
the Governor was pleased to remit the unexpired portion of a sentence of two 
months' rigorons illl\lI'isunment on a woman with a baby at the hrea~t. 



11. Resolved that the League (1) thanks the Ceylon 
Government for 'the Draft Ordinance to amend the Labour 
Ordinancf'l, published in the Ceylon Government Gazette of 
26th August las~ for the relief of women and children from 
imprisonment, but (2) considers that the proposed relief is 
inadequate a.nd (3) recommends to Government (a) the omis
sion of the two provisoes of sub-clause 2 so as to make 
the relief complete a.nd (b) the extension of the relief to male 
adults; and (4) confirms its instruction of 6th July to the 
Chairman and Secretaries to take all necessary measures to 
secure that this form of punishment for labour offences be 
eliminated from our Statute book." 

IV. 

Draft of Proposed Ordinance published in the Ceylon 
Government Gazette of 25~h August. 1916. 

An 'Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 11 of 1865, 
'intituled " An Ordinance to consolidate and amend 
the Law relating to Servants, Labourers, and Journey
men Artificers under contracts for Hire and Service." 

Whereas it is expedient to amend Ordinance No. 11 ot 
1865, intituled "An Ordinance to consolidate and amend 
the Law relating to Servants, Labourers, and Journeymen 
Artificers under contracts for Hire and Service." Be it 
therefore enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof. 
as follows ;-

The following sub-section shall be added to section 11 of 
the principal Ordinance: 

(2.) No woman and no child under 16 years of age 
shall be sentenced to imprisonment for any offence under 
this section, or to imprisonment in default of the payment of 
a fine for any such offence. Provided that in the case of the 
following offences, namely, drunkenI)ess, insolence, and any 
other misconduct tending to the disturbance of order or 
di&cipline, a woman on the occasion of a second or subse
quent conviction may be sentenced to simple imprisonment 
for a period not exceeding one month. 
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Provided further, that nothing herein contained shall 
preclude a court from dealing with a child under sixteen 
yea.rs of age under the provisjons of "The Youthful Offenders' 
Ordinance, 18:~6." ~r • 

"------

V. 
Letter from the Ceylon Social Se7-,;ice League to the 

Hun 'ble the Colonial Secretary. 

CEYLON SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE, 
36.. Dean's Road, 

Maradana. Colombo, 
18th September, 1916. 

The Hon 'ble, 

Sir, 

The Colonial Secretary, 
Colombo. 

I have. the hcnour to forward herewith for the informa
tion of Government the- follQwing extract from the minutes 
of the meeting on the 5th in~tant of the General C~mmittee 
of the Ceylon Social Service League, including ~ resolution 
passed regarding the Draft Ordinance amending the Ordi
nance No. 11 of 1865 published in the Ceylon Got)ern11U?ni 
Gazet1e of 25th ultimo. 

" 9. Read the correspondence of the League with 
Government. with the 4.cting Police Magistrate of 
Avissa.wella and others on the subject of imprison
ment for labour offences. and the Despatch of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Governor 
of Fiji, dated 24th March. 1916, intimating his deci
sion that the power to imprison for labour offences. 
must be definitely eliminated from the labour laws 

_ of Fiji; British Guiana. Trinidad and Jamaica be
fore the end of thi" year.. _ 

"10. The Committee then considered the Draft 
Ordinance published in the Ceylon Gotoernment 
Ga:Jette of 25th August amending the Labour 
Ordinance No. 11 of 1865. 
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"11. Resolved that the League (1) thanks the 
Ceylon Government for the Draft Ordinance to 
amend the Labour Ordinance; publish6d in the 
Ceylon Government Gazette of 25th August last, for 
the reliQf of women and children from imprisonment, 
but (2) considers that the proposed relief is inade
quate and (3) recommends to Government (a) the 
omission of the two provisoes of sub~clause 2 so as to 
make the relief complete and (b) the extension of the 
relief to male adults; and (4) confirms its instruction 
of 6th July to the Chairman and Secretaries to take 
all necessary measures to flecure that this form of 
punishment for labour offences be eliminated from 
our Statute Book." 

2. In terms of Mr. B(~>nar Law's directions imprisoment 
for labour offences has been e'ntirely abolished in Fiji, and 
the Governments of British Guiana, Trinidad and Jamaica 
are arranging to abolish it before the end of the year. This 
was announced in the early part of this year by the Viceroy 
of India, Lord Hardinge. in the I~perial Legislative Council. 

3. Annexed is an extract from the Ceylon Times of 
the 9th instant reporting a flpeech of the new Viceroy, Lord 
Chelmsford, at a recent meeting of the C~uncil. He shows 
himself no less keen than his predecessor in his solicitude 
for the welfare of the Indian labourer abroad and desires 
to be guided in the matter by Indian public opinion. ., The 
conditions," he said, .. under which we are to allow labour to 
be recl'uited in India and under which it should be employed 
in the Colonies. al'e peculiarly matters on which Indian 
public opinion has every right to be heard and on which 
we desire its full expression as an aid to us in formulating 
our proposals." 

4. Indian public opinion is very sensitive to the condi
tions of Indian labourers 'abroad, and was instrumental in 
securing for the coolies in the four Colonies mentioned im
munity from imprisonment for, labour offences. Mr. Bonar 
Law, in his Despatch to the Governor of Fiji referred to 
above, mentions that·" the Secretary of State for India il' 
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satisfied that it would not be possible for ihe Government of 
India to continue to defeat, by a bare official majority, resolu
tions In their Legislative Council urging the abolithn of 
indentures, that in his opinion the strong and univeral feel
ing in India on the subject made it a question of urgency, 
and that he has accepted the conclusion that indentured 
emigration must be abolished." , 

5. There can be. little doubt that when the facts, as dis
closed, e.g, in the Report of the Sabaragamuwa Commission 
and in the press reports and discussions of labour cases, are 
known to the India public and Government, the -Clcrumstance 
that labour is called .. free" in Ceylon and .. indent ured" in 
the other Colonies will not prevent the same pressure from 
being put on the Colonial Office in regard to Ceylon. Now 
that the Ceylon Government has taken steps towards reliev
ing women and children from imprisonment for labdur 
offences, it will be a gracious thing, and also good policy, to 
go further and at one stroke eliminate this cruel and degrad
ing form of punishment entirely from our labour laws. There 
will be opposition from many employers as there was in tpe 
other Cqlonies, but it is doomed to failure here as there. The 
League is in correspondence with members of Parliament and 
other public persons and bodi~s in Great Britain to strengthen 
the hands of Government in: fully carrying out their wise 
and humane policy. ' 

6. It is much to be deplored that an appreciable number 
of employers in Ceylon depend, not (as wise employers do) 
on good wages and considerate tr~atment but on the power 
of imprisonment, for,the mallagement of tliefr labour and have 
brougltt the lair name of Ceylon into disrepute, made the re
cruiting of labour in India increasingly difficult and rendered 
inevitable the intervention of the Indian Government. This 
is in fact foreshadow~d in the V:icero(1! ,speech ana expected 
by thinking men a~on~ the,pl':i.nting oommunity. .. We are 
astounded," bays the Ceylon Times on the 9th instant, speak
ing of the recent Planters' Association meeting, "at -the way 
in which Mr. Coombe thinks the planting community should 
meet. or rather not - lllee~ -the menace of restrictions on .... 
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emigration by the Madras or Indian Government. Certainly 
this menace is by far the strongest argument that has Yf't . 
been brought in favour of legislation." (After referring to 
the Viceroy's speech) .. Does not the Viceroy's utterance 
clearly indicate the necessity for "Our putting our house in 
order as soon as possible?" Mr .. Coombe himself said; 
.. The Sa!mragamuwa Commission vindicated the Tamil 
coolies in that district .and brought to light the un

,scrupulous behaviour of one of the planting community." 
Another speaker, Mr. E. E. Megget. said: .. So far as he 
haa seen labour conditions in other parts of th'e world, the 
labour laws in Ceylon were a disgrace to the Island." 

7. Under the wholesome influence of legislation abolish
ing tne power of imprisonment and providing for decent 
,wages and comforts, even the bad employer will find himself 
benefited by the grea.ter efficiency and value of labout and 
the attraction'of more labour from India. He will begin to 
feel kindly towards the poor Tamil coolies as all good planters 
feel, one of whom writes' to the Ceylon Time.'I of 11th August: 
"The lahourer is worthy of his hire, and no labourer more 
w-orthy thim the Tamil cooly on our tea ~nd rubber estates. 
He is our wealth, he it is who pays us our fat, oft-times bloated, 
dividends. He it.j.s who has made Ceylon what she is. 
Ramasamy is our capital. And R,amasamy's price is only 
£2 per aore, if that, and we hum and haw as to whether we 
can afford it I Let us give him his • hire'; he has surely 
earned it, aye, and • paid' for it in many a. new di@trict! 
But if not of our gratitude, then of our selfishness, (it is for 
OUT ultimate benefit that we now seek to improve Rama8amy's 
prospects)-no matter the r(lason, so long as we give it and 
make a fresh clean start," 

.8. As to the Draft Ordinance, so far as it deals with 
women 'and children, the League takes strong exception to 
the first proviso, asg;.ving a loop-hole for the imprisonment 
of women and young girls a.nd defeating the merciful inten- . 
tion of Governmtlnt. Under this proviso a female of 16 or 
~ver may be sent to jail without hard labour on a seconi 
conviction for drunkenness, insolence or anr other miscoll-
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duct, tending to the disturbance of order 'or discipline. A 
harsh or unscrupulous employer, balke:i in his first a.ttempt 
to TUIl her into ja.i.l according to the time,honoured practiclt 
now to be abolished, will find no difficulty on· the second 
attempt. A case' of insolence or mi.sconduct tending to the 
disturbance of order or discipline is easily made and estab-' 
lished. The accused in labour cases are usually', poor,. 
ignorant and undefended"and the Magistrate is pressed with 
more important work. unable to see their point of view, and 
impatient of their "petty grievances." Time after time
Magistrates have been known to impose sentences of rigorous
imprisonment on women and children which the Supreme 
Court has on' appeal reduced to small fines; and in the
majority of cases the defendants are too poor to appeal. The
C~ylol! Times of 29th .A ugust reports two cases disposed of hi 
appeal. A mother aDd daughter wer~ charged in the Court 
below with quitting service without notice or reasonable
cause and were each sentenced to six weeks' rigorous im
prisonment. The 'Supreme Court reduced the sentence to a. 
fine of five Rupees and observed that punishment by way of 
imprisonment was quite unsuitable. 

9. As the maintenance of discipline appears to' be the
reason for the proviso in question, the League suggests that 
it will be' simpler and more effective to turn ,the offender out 
of the estate. It is a poor sort of discipline that neeas to be' . 
maintained by sending a female to jaiL If it be objected that 
her expulsion from the estate might mean the loss or 
advances, that is scarcely a sufficient reason for subjecting
&, woman or girl to the degradation of jail life and to thlt 
brand of the jail. If she has committed an oftence which 
under the general law deserves imprisonment, there will be
little or no objection to its infliction. But the League- can 
find no justification for a purely labl)uF offenee being 110' 

treated and for the perpetuation of a practice in::onsistent 
with the dictates of humanity and condemned by all civilised 
people, a.nd is confident that the proviso will be strongly 
objected to by tb.'e Indian Government and public. 

10. The League would in this 'connexion ask'that ·steps 
be taken, 80 that in no case shall a female be arrested or 
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removed by, or placed in the charge of, males unless accom
,Pa.nied by a matron of the Fiscal's or Prisons' Department. 
In the absence of such precaution women are ~xposed to 
.serious dangers until they reach the safe precincts of a .court 
.or of a principal jail. 

11. The second proviso empowers the Police Magistratp 
to apply the provisIOns of the Youthful Offenders' Ordinance 
1868 W' offenders under the Labour Ordinance. The object (If 
the proviso is not understood. The former Ordinance ill 
applicable only to children between 7 and 16 years of 
age, and its object is stated in the preamble to be t'to provide 
for the due punishment and reform of youthful offenders and 
to establish reformatories and industrial schools for their 
henefit." The detention in such institutions must under 
section 19n be for not less than two and not more than five 
years, and is obviously unsuitable for a boy or girl guilty of 
a la.bour offence. In lieu of such detention the Court may 
order a youthful offender (a) to be discharged after due 
admonition or (b) to be delivered to his parent or guardian 
with surety for good behaviour for a period up to tweh'e 
months or (c) to be whipped, if a male, with a light cane up 
to ten shokes. (a) Requires no special legislation; (b) and 
(c) are scarcely necessary. The general provisions of the 
C1"iminal l Procedure Code should in any case be sufficient. 
The League is therefore of opinion that the second provif!o 
should also be deleted. 

I remain, Sir, 
Your Obedient Setvant, 

P. ARUNACHALAM, 
Chairmal/. 

_ ..... ,.... ...... I .. IIlI." .. '.I.''' ..... ! ... I~ .... , .. 

VI. 
Extr(J(;tfrom the" Timel'l of. Ceylon .. referred to in pug" 6. 

'The Viceroy of India. and Emigrant Labour. 
Strider Surveillance Over Recruiting. 

At the meeting at the Imperial Legislative Council at 
Simla, on September 8th, the Viceroy (Lord Chelmsford) 
referred to the question of emigrant labour as follows :-
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.. One of the most important questions now occupying the 
attention of my Government and of Provincial'- Governments, 
whom we have addreesed on .the subject, is that of a scheme 
to be sub!!tituted for indeutursd emigration, as it is sometimes 
.described. This is, perhaps, hardly a' correct way of putting 
it, as it implies that we are trying to work out a scheme for 
the purpol'e of supplying labour to the Colotlies, whereas the 
scheme we are contemplating relates to a very different 
matter, viz., the control of the operations of persons so 
engaged. Lab6urers have ~ right to emigrate if they wi1!h, 
and it would be very unwise and very undesirable on our part 
to prevent them, and we 'are therefore trying to devise 
arrangements which will secu're that recruitment in this 
'country is conducted under decent conditions, that a proper 
1!ex ratio will be maintained, and that on arrival in ~he country 
-of their destination they will be properly treated and allowed to 
ilngage themselves on terms at least as free as those obtaining 
-at present in tp.e/ Malay Peninsula, where a labourer can 
leave his employer by giving a month's notice; These are 
the conditions which, in' our letter to local Governments we 
ilxplained, are regarded by the Government of India as neces
-sary for a satisfactory system of emigration. I think it will 
be clear to all who have studied the question, that the Gov
ernment of India would be departing gravely from its duties 
if it allowed emigranf labourers to leave this countl"Y without 
proper protection and safeguard. There are a c~rtain number 
-of labourers, I l>elieve a very, small number, who emlgrate as 
:genuine free labourers, that is to say, unassisted by pecuniary 
help and uninvited hy any interested agency; but if we can 
o(lonfine ourselves to the abolition of our existing indentured 
-emigration, a position will arise in which parties interested 
in procuring ,Indian labour will be free I to induce labour to 
-emigrate by pecuniary help under any conditions they like, 
,10 long as the -labourer does not go under indenture. The 
~buse likely to adse out of such a state of things would be 
very serious. I need only refer to the staie of affairs which 

-existed before the amendment of the Assam Labour and 
Emigration Act in connection with so-called free labour. 

'The consequence of this system was, as Sir Charles Rivaz put 
it in his speech befora the Legislative Council in 1901, that a. 
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horde or' unlicensed and uncontrolled labour purveyors and' 
Tl'cruiters sprang in~o existence wno, under the guise of' 
assisting free emigration, made large illicit gains by induc
ing, under false pretences, ignor"ant men and women to allow 
themselvell to be conveyed to Assam. These emigrants were. 
it is true, placed under labour contracts on arriving in that 
province, but the abuses. complained of were in connection 
with the ~ecruitment and not with the contract. Similarly. 
when the system of indentured emigration first arose in India 
the only precaution required WclS that intending emigrants 
should appear before a Magistrate and satisfy him as to their 
freedom of choice and their knowle'dge of the condition they 
were accepting. It was shown in a report Buomitted in 1840 
that abuses tmdo~btedly did exist in connection with recruit
ment in India. abuses which the constantly increased safe
guards provided by successive acts of the legislature weri' 
designed to correct. Uncontrolled recruitment cannot. it is 
clear, be permitted under any circumstances. Lord HardingI.' 
promised, and I associate myself with him, to deal with 
certain .points raised b:,; my honourable friend Pundit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya during the last session of the Legislative· 
Council. These points were the better supervision of colonial 
recruiting in India, the insertion of information regarding the 
penal conditions attaching to the labour contracts in the 
indenture signed by the intending emigrants and the un-· 
desirability of labourers in the Colonies being compelled to do· 
work repellant to their caste ideas and religious behefs. 
Regal"ding the first matter we h~ve already consulted Local 
Governments very fully when asking their views as to th~ 
precautions which will be required after the abolitic)n of in
dentured emigration. As to the second point you are no doubt 
aware that Fiji has now abolished imprisonment for labour 
offences and other Colonies are ~rranging to.follow suit; but 
thez:e will still be certain provisions remaining which. we· 
~hink. should be blought to the notice of the intending emi~ 
grants and we have arranged to do this as soon a8 the various 
Coloni.allegislatures concerned have passed the amendments 
to which I have alluded. We have also asked the Secretary 
of State to press the third point on the attention of the 
Colonial Government concern.ed. I should like to say just 
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one more word about the reference we are making to Local 
Governments. The conditions under which we are to allow 
labour to be recruited in India and under, which it should be 
employed in the Colonies. are peculiarly matters on which 
Indian public opinion has every right to be heard and on 
which we desire its full expression as an aid to us in formul
ating our proposals. We have, therefore, asked· the Local 
Governments to consult private persons and associations who 
are specially interested in or have special knowledge of this 

I important question, and we hope that the'case which we shall 
be able to put forward for the discussion which will shortly 
take place on this subject in London, will represent not only 

t he result of our oW!1 experience and judgment but the views 
of the most intelligent sections.oUhe Indian community," 
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The Image of Lord Buddha brought from Japan 
,now iq,possession o(the Maha Bodhi Society. 



MEMORANDUM OF ASsOCiATiON. 

IN THE MATTER OF. ACT XXI OF 1860 OF THE 

ACTS OF THE VICEROY AND GOVERNOR 
AND GOVERNOR GENERAL IN 

COUNCIL. 

IN THE 

M1\TTER OF hU\H1\-BODHI .sOGIEty. 

I. The name of the Association is the Maha Bodhi 

!iiociety. 

2. The objects of the Association are: 

(a) T':l revive Buddhism in India. 

(b) To disseminate }'ali and Sanskrit Ruddhi~t 

l.iterature. 

(e) To publish Pali and SansKrit Buddhist Texts. 

(a) To translate such literature into English and 
I ndian Vernaculars. 

(e) To'educate the illiterate people in~domestit1' science 
as hygiene, technical industries and home in
dustries. 

( f) To open schools in villages for boys and girls to 
teach them arts and crafts. . 

<i} To open trade schools and gymnasia for physical 
culture. . . . 

(h) To rl!vhe· ar.cient Buddhist arts and 'crafts by 
importing teachers from Buddhist countries. . 

(I) To start a ~uddbist Medical College and Hospi~al 



(j) To train youngmen of. unblemished character to 
become Bhikkhu Missionaries to carry the· Message 
of thc Lord Buddha of Love and Activity to the 
ignorant .and neglected people of India and other 
countries. 

(k) To found an Orphanage, and a Normal 5::hool to 
train teachers. 

(1) To found the nucleus of a Buddhist University on 
the lincs of the ancient University of N alanda. 

{III) To found Pali scholarships. 

(It) To scnd students to' Buddhist countries and to 
Europe and America. 

(0) To provide facilities to foreign Buddhist students 
ill Calcutta. 

(p) To found a Buddhist International Library and 
Museum. 

(q) To build a Buddhist Vihara in Calcutta .. 

(r). To e~tablish a fully equipped Press to print 
Buddhist Texts in Devanagari type and to print 
bool.;s and pamphlets on physical science and 
morality. 

(s) To !>tart Journals in English and in the , 

tars for disseminating the ethics of lluddhism. 

(t) To revive the a.ncient ideal of. Brahmachariya life 
of self-abn~gation and disinterested service for the 
welfare of the many, and to revive the forgotten 
science of Buddha Yoga. 

(u) To purchase, hire or otherwise acquire property, 

moveable and immeveable. 

(v) To incorporate any society or "association having 

simi;ar objects as tMs association. 



( 3 ) 

(w) To receive any gift" of pr0perty for anyone or 
more of tho! objects of the a~s')ci.ltio;}. 

(.t.) To do all such thing, ao; are incidental or conduc
cive to the attainmen-t of the ah')ve objects or any 
of them. 

3. The names, addresses a;ld occupation of the (:er!lons 
'who are members of and form the Governing Body of the 
association are: 

Reverend Anagarika Dharmapala, Buddhist Miss.io~'\ry. 
General Secretary, Maha Bodhi Socitey._ 

4A, College Square, Calcutta. 

Reverend Kiripasaran Maha thero, President. 
Bengal Budcfhist Association. 

S Lalit Mohon Das Lane, Bowbazar. Calcutt. 

Reverend Gunalankara Mahathero, 
Vice-President, ·Bengal Buddhist Association, 

5 Lalit Mohon Das Lane, Bowb!lzar, Calcutta. 

Reverend Punnananda Swami, Editor, Bauddha Bandhu, 
. 46-7 Harrison Road, Calcutta. 

Reverend Rambukwella Siddhartha Bhikshu. 

Buddhist MO\1~, 4A College ;:iquare, Calcutta. 

Satyendra Nath Sen Esq., Attorney at-Law, 

,52 I'ndian Mirror Steet, Calcutta. 

Hirendra Nath Datta Esq., Attorney at-Law, 

139 Cornwallis Street .Calcutta. 

H. L. Nolis Esq.,. Merchant; . 
13~1 Lower Chitpore Road, C'llcutta. 

Maung Yin Maung, Merchant, 
S Gardner Lane, Calcutta, 
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Nanda Kishore Lal Esq., M, A., Vakil, 

Gaya, India. 

Ashutosh Chatterjee Esq., Manager. 

Gaya 'rown High School, Gaya. 

Rash .~ehari Mookerjee Esq., Zeminder, 

Utterpara, Bengal. 

4: The income and property of the Association whence· 
soever derived shall be applied solely towards the promotion 
of th'e objects of the Association, and no portion thereof 
shall be paid directly or'indirectly to any of the members of 
the Association as remuneration for services rendered by 
them as such. But Bhikkshus, and Brahmacharies who are 
giving their services free in the interest and for the welfare 
of the Association shall be maintained by the Association 
giving them food, clothing, residence and medical treatment. 

The debts of the Association. shall be paid by the 
Gove.rning Body from the receipts of the Association, 
subscriptions and donations etc. . 

5. No trustee or trustees in whom for the time being, the 
properties of the Association might be vested shall be ans· 
werable for any loss arising in the administration or appli. 
cations of the said trust funds, or {or any damage for 
deterioration in the said trust premises, unles~ such loss or 
damage shall happen by or through his or their wilful default 
or neglect. 

6. If upon the dissolution of the Association there shall 
re~ain after the satisfaction of all its debts any property 
whatsoever, the same shall not be paid to the members of the 
Association, but shall be given or transferred to some other 
Association which is branch of the Maha Bodhi SOciety 
either in lndia or Ceylon or Burma, to be determined by the 



s 
votes of not less than three-fifths of the members 

present at the time of dissolution, or in default thereof by 

the origr.lal side of the High Court in Calcutta. 

7. A copy of the Rules and Regulations of. the said 

Maha Bodhi Society is filed with this, Mernbrandum of 

Association and the undersigned being members of the 

Governing Body of the Asso~iatiun do hereby certify that 

such copy of suuh rules of the said Association is correct. 

A!'I witness our several and respective hands and signa. 

tures this sixth day of December 191). 

Rules for the:management 01' the Association named 
the lVIaha-Bodhi Society. 

1. Objects. The Association is established for the pur

poses expressed in the Memorandtlm of Associa

tion. 

2. Members. The Maha Bodhi Society shall c~nsist of 

not less than seven members. 

3. The Council at present consists of the following :

Revd. Anagarika' Dharmapala 

Mahasthavir Kiripasaran Bhikkhu 

'ahasthavir Gunalankara Swami 

Swami Punnananda Bhikkhu 

Swami Siddhartha. Bhikkhu 

Satyendra Nath Sen Esq., 

Hirendra Nath .Datta Esqr., 

H. L, Noli:; Esqr., 
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Maung Yin Maung. 

Nanda Kishore Lall Esq. 

Swami Chandra Mani Bhikkhu 

Ras Sehari Mukerjee Esq: 

,4. Admission into membership of the Society io; .open to 

all without'distinction of race, ca~te, creed, or sex, the only 

pre-requisite being the candidatt:',; sympathy with the 

ohjects of the A isociation and wil1ingne~., to help it., 

work. 

s. Membership·is either Active, C9rrespon,ling or 
Honorary. Honot"ary Members are persons eminent 
for their knowledge ofl3uddhism or for their .services to hu
manity. 

Corresponding Members are per:lons of distinction 
and learning who are willing to furnish information of interest 
to the Society. 

Active members are expected to occupy themselves as 
far as their circumstances permit in tlie propagati on of the 
Arya Dharma or the Lord Buddha. 

Diplomas and Fees. 

Al1 entrance fee of five rupees must be paid by each can· 
didate upon making applicatiorl for membership, and a 
monthly subscription of four anna" is pa)'ahl~ by each active 
member. A diploma of membership will' b~ isslIed to each 
member. 

The office bearers . 

. The honorary officers 01' the Sbciety shall consist of the 

President. '2 Vice Presidents, Corresponding Secretary, a 



Treasurer, Recording Secretary, one Assbtant Secretary, 

Legal Adviser, and they shall be elected annually at a 

general meeting of the Association on a date to be fixed by 

the governing body. 

Trustees. 

There shall be at least five Trustees three o( whom must 

be by faith, Buddhists. 

Whenever any Trustee -shall die, go to reside outside of 

India, desire to be discharged, or become incapable or unfiit 

for actil~g, a suc!=essor of r.uch, Trustee sh,;l1 be nominated and 

appointed by the Society. No Trustee shaH receive any 

,salary or compensation from the Society. 

All immoveable property, stocks, funds, shares, ~ooks, 

l\1.u)Uscripts, Images, Relics, and other property of the Socie

ty shall be vested in the Trustees for the time being no part 

of the property ~halI be sold, as!-.igned, transferred or other

wbe disposed of without the authority of the' C~uncil of- the 

High Priests 01 the Buddhi~t Church of Ceyton and of the 

Ceylon Maha Bodhi Society. 

All mon,eys shall be deposited in the Bank of Bengal or 

the National Bank of Jndia. 

Seal. 

The Soch:ty shall have a common seai whose desig~ Is 
herein desc(~bed. ,The seal shall be affixed to diplomas and 

Official documents of the Society. 



Miscellaneous. 

The Socidy may make,,,ary, repeal, bye-laws and regula. 

tions for the conduct of business of the Society, and it may 

also alter, or extend these rules in such manner as it may 

deem expedient. 

CERTIFICATE OF REGISJ'RATION. 

No 1678 

In the Office or the Registrar of Companies under Act 
VII of 1913 

• In the Matter of the Maha Bodhi Society. 
I do hereby certify that pursuant to Act XXI of 18&:-, 

of the Legislative Council of India, Memor.iI1dum of Associa
tion wit}l certified copy of rules (annexed) has this day been 
filed 'and registered in my office, and the said Society has 
duly incorporated, pursuant to the provisions of the said Act. 

Dated this 6th day of December One'thomand ;'I;ine 
Hundred and fifteen. 

Seal 

Entered by Nirmal Chander Mukerji . Registrar'of Companicl! . , 

~n Uxi?er. Vol)I being Act VII of 1913. 
. z666· . 

No "-6 for 1915- 16 , 1 

I 
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The Maha Bodhi Society 

II ••••••••• The Saviour of the wor~d •. 

Lord Buddha, Prince Siddhartha, styled on Earth, 
In Earth, and Heavens and Hells incomparable, 
All honoured, Wisest, Best, most Pitiful; 
The Teacher of Nirvana and the Law."-Light of AS;ll. 

The Maha Bodhi Society was founded by -the Anagarika 
Dharmapala after having visited the holy site at Bodhimallda 
at Bodhi Gaya, on the 22nd day, in January in the year 1891, 

In July 1891 the Allagarika brought- four Bhikkhus from 
Ceylon, and had them stationed at the holy spot, to take care 
of~ Bodhi Tree, and he obtained a plot of land to the west 
of the Bodhi Tree wherc:on the present Maha Bodhi Dharma. 
sala stands, but the present Mahant after the decease of hiS 
predecessor, declined to recognise the deed of agreement en. 
tered into between the late Hem Narayan Gir Mahant and 
the Anagarika. Dharmapala. The Bhikkhus were stationed in 
the Burmese Rest house.- In the rear 1893 in the month of 
February, the Bhikkhus were assaulted by some men of the 
place, while they were at their devotions and when the Police 
asked them to prosecute the assailants they declined on the 
ground that in as much as they were Bhikkhus they were 
willing to suffer for the sake of religion, 

In l\lay 1892 the Anagarika started-the !\laha Bodhi 
Journal. The first numger of the Journal brought the Society 
into promil1ence. Sir W. W. Hunter in his voluminous work 
"History of the Indian Empire" wrote as follows ;-" A revival 
of Buddhism is, i' repeat, one of the present possibiIitie"s in 
India. The life and teaching of BUD~lHA are also beginning 
to exercise a new influence on religious thought in Eu.rope 
and America." 

A copy of tIle first numbel' having reached the Chairman 
~, 
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of the Chicago Congress of Relij!ions, that gentleman entered 
into correspondence with the Anagarika, with the result 
that he was invited to attend the Parliament of Religions at 
Chicago in September 1893, the Congress Committee paying 
all his expenses. 

In 1892 November the Buddhists of Arakan invited the 
late Colonel Olcott, the well known worker in the field of 
Buddhism, to vi~it Akyab, and the Anagarika accompanied 
him. Tho result was . the formation of the Arakan Maha 
Bodhi Society. The Arakan Buddhists were the 6rst to COIl

tribute to carry 011 the work of the Society in India. Tht: 
Society engaged a house at Creek Row, which became widely 
known, and for 17 years it continued to be the headqua~~ers 

of the M. B. S. in Calcutta. 

For ten years the Buddhists had no proper quarters at 
Bodhi (iaya and in October Igor, the good Collector of Gaya, 
Mr C. E. A OIJham, acquired a plot of land to the west of 
the Burmese Rest house, and with the money the Anagarika 
obtained from the Buddhists of Mandalay and Ceylon the 
beautiful Dharmasala was erected, and entrusted to the Dis
trict Board of Gaya. 

In 1893 November the Anagarika visited Japan, and the 
Tokio Buddhists who formed the congregation ()r the Temple 
at Tentokuji, Shiua, headed by the late High Priest, Reverend 
Asahi, presented a very historic I mage of Buddha, 700 years 
old, to be placed in the inner sanctuary uf thl! Great Temple 
at Maha Bodhi, where there was a vacant place on the altar. 
It is mentioned ill a Tibetan sacred work that the Temple was 
destroyed by the invading Moslems, 700 yeas ago, and the 
sacred Image which oCCfpied the holy of holies, wal; removed 
by the Bhikkhus to the forests of Rajgir .. The! Japanese 
Iml;lge was brought all the way from Tokio to Gaya in March 
1894, and all arrangements were made to ~ enshrine it, when 
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at the last moment, the Saivite Mahant, who had first given 
his word to the Collec'tor that he would have no objection to 
place the [mage iry the inner sanctuary, came and told the 
Collector, Mr D. J. Macpherson, that his thelas are against 
him, and the I mage therefore could not be placed as agreed. 
The Image was not placed at the time, aud the Anagarika 
rented a house at Gaya, bid Town, where the Image was 
placed under the guardianship of two .Bhikkhus. 

In February 1895, 'the Image-was placed by the Anaga
rika in the inner sanctuary of the Maha Bodhi ; but the ser
vants and disciples of the Mahant entered the sanctuary, 
when the party was at devotion, and carried a~ay the 
Image by force, and left it on the open. 

The Collector and the Commissioner came to know or the 
assault, and they thought that the matter, should be brought 
before the Court of Justice. Hence a .criminal prosecution 
followed and the Buddha Gaya Temple Case became celebrated, 
The High. Court of Calcutta disagreed with the Lower 
Court and acquitted the accused. In the meanwhile the 
Image was' placed in the Burmese Rest house under 'the cus
tody of t~e Bhikkhus. In 1896 the Mahant addressed the 
Government of Bengal against the occupation of the Burmese 
Rest house, by the Maha Bodhi Society. Whereupon the 
Government wrote tQ th.e Anagarika to have the Image re
moved from the Burmese Rest house, and when the Govern
ment came to know that the Rest house" was erected from the 
funds contributed by the late King Mindoon Min of Burma, the 
order was cancelled, and the I mage was allowed to remain. 

In 1896 the Anagarika visited tbJ United States of Arr.e
rica at the invitation of the late Mr Hegeler of La Salle,. 
founder of th~ Open Court and was engaged in a lecturing 
ca:mpaign visiting .the Eastern, Middle and Western states.· 

·In 1893 'the Ana~arika ",hell returning from J\met:ica vi" 
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Japan to India met at Honolulu, Mrs Foster, who later on, 
took a mat~rnal interest in him, and since 1904, she had been 
one of the most prominent supporters of the Anagarika's 
work in India and Ceylon. She contributed most generously 
to start the Benares-Sarnath Industrial School, the Maha 
Bodhi Press, and from the annual donations she had contri
buted, the Anagarika was able to purchase the premises at 46 
Beniapooker Lane, and 4A, College Square, Calcutta. The first 
property cost Rs 11,000, and the other cost Rs 22,000,. She 
helped to erect the school building at Rajgiriya near Colombo, 
and to purchase the plot of land for the school which is now 
known !is Rajgiriya School, where the Hevavitarna Weav
ing Institute is now located, which was established according 
to the will of the late Mudliyar Hevavitarna, father of Anaga
rika Dharmapala, who founded a Scholarship endowing it 
with a Capital of Rs 40,000 to send Sinhalese Buddhist 
students to Japan to learn technical arts. Later on the elder 
son o( the .late Mudliyar,Mr Edmund Hevavitarna, the 
senior partner of the well known firm of "Mt:ssrs H. Don 
Carolis ~ Sons, Colombo, and Dr Hevavitarna, the youngest 
son of the late Mudliyar, increased the usefulness of the Insti
tute by their liberal contributions, making it the· premier 
Weaving School, an object of attraction in the island. The 
impulse to start the school was given by the Anagarika. 

In 1904 the late Rajah of Bhinga' contributred Rs 2000 

to purchase ten bighas of land at Sarnath-Benares for the In
dustrial School. In 1899 the mother of the Anagarika, 
Si-imati Mallika Maha Upasika contributed Rs 600 to pur
chase three bi6has of land at the sacred I'iipatana, where 
2500 years ago the Tathagata first preached the Dhamma-

. cbakka Sutra to the first five Disciples of the Lord. After 
a period of seven hundred years of suspended' animation the 
Anagarika made Isipatana a' centre of activity by open. 
~ng a village scqool ilnd bujlding a Dharmasala, wllOse c:os~ 

. I 
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was borne both by the Rangoon and Arak-an. Buddhists, for 
which thanks are due to U. Oho Ghine C. I. f:o., .. and U Mra 
U, of Akyab, the latter a most estimable g~ih!eman and a 
devou~ Buddhist who was 'foremost in Akyab in helping the 
Maha Bodhi Society. 

The Fund collected for the Indi,an work of th.e' 'Maha 
Bodhi Societ}· by the late Colonel. 01co'tt at Akyab, 
was placed in the hands of the Trustees and the money is st.I1t 
with them. . 

The Mandalay Maha Bodhi Society collected Rs 13.000 for 
the Mah,8 Bodhi land Fund in' 1893, and this's!lm was placed 
at the disposal of the Government of Bengal . to erect the 
Maha Bodhi Dharmasala at Bodhi G~a, 

The plot of land near the Gaya Post Office was purchased 
from the donation sent by a Sinhalese Buddhist in Queens
land by the name of Duranga. He contributed Rs 200. and 
the land is still lying unused. To erect a Dhar.nasala 
thereon is most useful, and we tiust that some go'od Buddh
ist will contribute and have his name associateed . with the 
revival of Indian Buddhism by helping the Society to erect a 
Dharmasala on the land. 

The Ceylon Maha Bodhi Society had a most brilliant 
future in the field of good work. It had the most widely 
circulated Weekly Sinhalese Paper, the Sinhala Bauddhaya, 
and a well equipped Printing press with up to date machinery 
but aU the operations ,had been stopped, on acount of the re
cent disturbances iil the island, l,IflQer order of the British 
Government. The Maha Bodhi ~Journal the only English 
Buddhist Magazine .after 'a .continuous existence of 23 years, 
was stopped by Govt and still remains unpublished since lsi 
June, to the great loss of the Buddhists propaganda. For n 
years the Anagarika made every effort to regularly ~ing' ft 
90t montfl a(~~r ~onth, witb the help tbat he had ~ecei~ed 



first from his' friend the late U. Shway Oh of Moulmein; 
later on with the help of the latc Mudliyar , Hcvavitarna, his 
father, and from the donations receivt!d from Mrs Fo~ter of 
HonolulJ. 

The School at Silrnath-Benares continues to provide an 
elementary education to the village boys, and it is being main
tained from the Fund contributed by Mrs Foster. 

The Ceylon Maha Bodhi College is still under the Maha 
Bodhi Society. The College is run at a loss of Rs 300 mon
thly, and the good Buddhists of the island, are helping the 
Society by their contributions to make the annual loss. 

The Vernacular schools managed by the Society in Cey
lon receive an annual grant from the Government of Ceylon 
from the public revenue. The Government has withdrawn 
the grant in aid since the disturbance which took place last 
year in th e month of May. 

The Maha Bodhi Society was the nrst Buddhist organi
zation started in any Buddhist country in modern times to 
~ropagate the Dharma of the' Tathagata Buddha in. foreign 
lands. and the General Secretary, the Anagarika Dharmapala, 
thrice visited Emope and A merica on a mission to preach 
the Dhamma, and the Far East' four times. His last visit 
was made in April 1913 to 110nolulu to thank Mrs T, R. 
Foster, for all the benevolent help she had given the Maha 
Bodhi Society to disseminate the Religious teachings of the 
Blessed One. He visited Korea and conferred with the chief 
Priests and laymen about reviving Bl:ddhism in Korea. and 
del~vered to the high Priests of Seoul a holy Relic of the Lord 
Buddha enshrined ill a casket of pure gold (or public worship. 
He also visited Manchuria and China and had conferences 
with chief Buddhist priests and laics about the future or Bud
dhlsm in ~hina, and he was assured that under the new 
regime l~llddhisill will rec.eive due <;oqside~tion. The l\f1l11-



chus Were against Chinese Buddhism. The" .confucian 
Korean statesmen were against Buddhism, and it was. a great 
relief to the Buddhist Koreans when the country went under 
Japanese rule. The Christian .missionaries were ta~ing un. 
due advantage of the natives of the Hermit Kingdom, 
who to escape from the tyranny of native politicians, were 
becoming converts to Christianity by the thousands. The 
Japanese Government Gener~l will, we bope, extend all their 
sympathy to the Korean Buddhists and help them to take a 
prominent place in the national polity. 

The Anagarika visited Java to see the ancient Buddhist 
ruins at Boro Boddor in the middle part of the year 191,3. 
The ruins are under conservation-of the Dutch Govermerit. 
The Javanese were Buddhists till the end of the thirteenth 
century, when they were converted by the Arab invaders in
to the religion of Islam. The modern J avans are a plea
sant people, and there" is every possibility of reccnverting 
them to Hinduism and Buddhism if enthusiastic 'preachers 
from Buddhist lands visit Java and tell them about their old 
religion. 

It was in the year 1202 A. C., that Buddhism of. Bengal 
and Magadha was destroyed by the Moslem invaders under 
Bhaktiyar Khilji. The ancient Shrille of Maha Bodhi accord
ing to an inscription, was in the thirteenth century under 
the guardianship of Sinhalese Bhikkhus, but for the entire 
destruction of'Btiddhist shrines and educational institutions 
at N alanda and Odantapuri by the Moslem vandals, Bud
dhism would' have been Jiving today in Magadha and Bengal. 
The sacred shrines at Sravasti, Rajgir, Sarnath-Benares, 
Kusillara. Kanouj. Ujjil.in, were all destrpyed by Moslem 
fanatics. Buddhism ill ~he Jalalabad valley, Bamian, Khotan. 
Kashr.)ir, Gandahar was also destroyed by them.-

, ~ 

After a. thousand years the Maha Bodhi Society has com· 
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mellced the work of resuscitation of the Tathagata Dhamma 
in the land of its birth. Under the enlightened rule of Eng-. 
land there is every hope that the Dhamma will be reborn in 
India, a,nd that the yo~nger generation of Indians will begin to 
study the life and teachings of the Blessed One. 

It was In the year 1900 that\he Maha Bodhi Society for 
the first time published the Pali Gra~mar of Kaccana edited 
by Dr. Satis Chandra Vidyabhushan, Principal of the Gov
ernment Sanskrit College, 'Calcutta. Since then Pali has 
been acknowledged as a subject of study by ,the Calcutta Uni-. 
versity. With the revival of Pali ,learning it -is evident that 
that there will be an increase in the number of Pali students 
in Bengal. It is interesti~g to know that the Board of Sans
krit of studies in Bengal have also added PaH as a subject of 
study fot: the Pandits of Bengal. This would give an impulse 
for the devel~pment of Pali literature. To encourage Pali 
learning the Anagarika Dharmapala has donated Rs 1000 to 
found a gold medal to be awarded annually to the 
premier Pali students in Bengal. It is hoped that other good 
Buddhists who have the interest of the Religion at heart. will 
send similar donations to the President of the Sanskrit Board 
of Studies, Calcutta University, Calcutta. 

For full 25 years the Anagarika Dharmapala has given his 
time and the money that he has received from his father, the 
late MudHyar Hevavitarn~, for the revival of Buddhtsm in 
India. His efforts so far have not been in vain. He has recei
ved the help of friends of Buddhism throughout the 
~~. . 

T~e Maha Bodhi Society gratefully acknowledges the sym
pathy and the help given to the Auagarika for the furtherance 

• of the objects of the Maha Bodhi Society. I n Bengal the 
work would never have been f success but for the generous 
sympathy and hospitality sbo~n to him by the fate Babu Nee} 
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Comal Mookerj ee, his son and grandson, NeerolienattfMooj .. er
jee an;l N aranath Mookerjt:e. of 29 Baniapooker Road.,. ~al
cuUa ; dild the late Norelldro Nath Sen. Edito!: of the Indian' 
:\iirmr. In Behar the Society owes a, debt of gratitu.de . .to 
Babu Nanda Kishore Lall, M. A, Vakil, Gaya, ,and to the 
late Babu Durga Sank~r Bhattacharyya and the late Gada
dhar Sanker Bhattacharyya;. Bhikhari Shanker Bhattacharyya, 
and to the late Dr Haridas Chatterjee of Gaya. The thanks 
of the Society goes to Babu Govinda ,Das of Durgakhund 
Benares City, to the Rai Bahadu!' Sarat Chandra Das, C. l. 
E., Sri Ras Behari Mookerji of Uttarpara, to Babu' .C~aru 
Chandra Bose, who had co-operated in the work of the Society 
for many years. 

In Burma the Society recordti"with deep sorrow the loss by 
death of Moun~ Hpo Myin, U. Ohn Ghine, C. I. E.,!1. 
Shway Oh, U. Mra U, who were real disinterested frien\ls of 
the SOciety. 

[n Ceylon the Maha Bodhi Society and the Buddhist 
world has lost an energetic worker in the late Edmund 
Hevavitarna, ,head of the foremost Upholstering firm. of 
Messrs, H. Don Carolis ,& .. Sons. His death at the early 
age of 45 years is a loss - irreparable for' the Sinha. 
lese Buddhist Community. The late Edmund Hevavitarna 
died ~ \fIartyr. His remains were cremated, and the proces
sion that accompanied the body to the Crematorium, Colom
bo, was followed by 20,000 men, women and children. His 
untimely death is the greatest loss to the Maha Bodhi Society. 
Since the 'Anagarika left home for' India in 1891. he was 

. ltupported by his father till 1906, and after his death by the . 
late Edmund Hevavitarna, and the charities of the Anagarika 
were all paid by his noble Brother, now'dead. 

The future work' of the Mah, ~ddhi Society iS,shown in 
,.(, , 

• the Memorandum of A'lsociation:' ~The most urgent work ' 
now requiring fulfilment is the erec:~ion of Q. Vihara in Cal-
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cutta. Tbe Temple is to be built on the site at College 
Square, Calcutta, nearly opposite the Calcutta Universi~y 

B,uUdings. ,When built it will be the fi.rst Buddhist Vihara in 
[ndia, since the destruction of Buddhism in IZ02 A. C. 
After nearly a thousand years the Buddhists of thet whole 
world are given an opportunity to contribute their share for 
the re-establishment of the Dhamma in India. Without 
Buddha, India is like Hamlet. without the Prince. I ndia be
longs to Buddha. He is the Ninth-modern-incarnation of 
Vishnu according to-the Hindu Puranas. To the Buddhists 
the Buddha is- the Lord of Compassion who came to show· 
the Path' of Nirvana to the teeming millions of India. India 
with Buddhism produced Asoka, Siladitya and other' great 
kings. . India without Buddha. is moribund; and in decay 
'lhe hac;! been for a thousand years. 

The Sun is rising in the Far Eastern country of Japan. 
and Japan is a Buddhist country, full of prog~ssive virility. 
Will the youtlgmen of India take Japan as their example and 
the Lord t;>f Comp~ssioll as their ideal? A new India with 
the banner of th~ l..ord Buddha unfurled, will in 20 year!i be 
another Japan. It will be the dawn of a new en. of enlighten
ment, full of blessings to Humanity and the World of Gods. 



AN APPEAL 

The Lord of Compass,ion, the Buddha Sakya Muni, Son, 
of King Suddhodana and Queen Maya, came to give happio! 
ness to the many; and for forty five years He, with his band 
uf. Bhikkhus, wearing the sacred yellow Robe of compassio
nate purity ann love. went from village to village, from town 
to town, from kingdom to kingdom, preaching the ,comforting 
gospel of Universal Love,' Mercy to all, singleness of 'Purpose, 
unselfish altruistic Service, and happiness here and ',here-

I after by pointillg out the Noble Path of Eightfold Virtues. Art, 
Agriculture, Architecture, Medicine, Aestheticism; ':fruth!ul
ness, Charity, Helpfulness. Meritorious Activity for the 
common welfare, were the prinCJpJes of the Religion of Love 
that the Great Lord of Loving Compassion enunciated in the 
promulgation of His Dhamma. 

For fifteen hundred years the, noble ReligiOn flourished in 
India. but in the long reign .of peace and prosperity, the gene
rations that came lolter on~ became more luxurious, more effe
minate, and neglected the Path of Discipline and ·Morality. 
The'Seifish priesthood which had dealings with ·the il'lnmmer
able animistic Gods and Goddesses, found a fertile field to 
sow the seed of degenerating immorality .. The virile Doctrine 
of the Tathagata that taught equality, activity, non· egoism, 
altruistic service was slowly" and quietly allowed to go to 
oblivion. The Buddha.. the Blessed One was forgotten, and the 
sensual she-gods and he-gods came to roost Decay began. The 
accumulated wealth of fifteen centuries in Indian soil was an 

t • 

object of plunder t:o the distant muraudering hord~s beyond 
the Hindu Kush. During the Buddha ,Period India was the 
centre of activity in tradc. art, medicine, and the w~alth of 
other lands poured into India. *the evideil'Ce of ' the Greedan 

-, A-mbassadors, anJ of the Chinese priest-pilgrims who visited 
" .'India during the Buddhist Period show t«1 what an .extent the 
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people of India had developed in the higher path of social 
morality. There was, ;110 im~orality to be seen among the 
Indian people. The economic production of the country kept 
~he people ~bove want. The kings were the friends of the 
people, and they celebrated the great n;ast of quinquicnnial 
almsgiving. 

: For a thousand years the name of the loving Allmerciful. 
Buddha had been forgotten: New Gods of alien origin h,,'d 
come and taken the place of the Saviour of the Aryan People. 
A thousand years the people had ·continued !;lowly to 
degenerate and decay in virile progressiveness. The thousalld 
years wifh Buddha's Teachings India prospered and pro
gressed carrying the torch of Aryan Civilization and Aryan -Culture to distant lands, spreading peace wherever the 
Buddhist monks traversed. Bloodshed was avoided ill the 
promulgati?n or the Dhamma; persecution~, inquisitions, 
massatres were unknown in the history of the peaceful 
Religiotl of'Righteousness. Today we have a beautiful 
picture 'of what a Buddhist country is in ,Rucma and Japan, 
The civilization of India of the' Siladitya Period is visible 
·j,n ,Japan. The lost Aryan Literature is to be found in 
Ceylon, China and Japan. Without the redeeming Love of 
the Compassionate Lord, India call never again get back her 
lost Aryan civilization. For a thousand years without 
Buddha, India had made no 'progress. Today on the one 
hand we have the wealth, selfishness and an immoral liOul
killing 'sensualism, and .'"t~e. degenerating poverty combined 

. witbjgnorance, on the other. Here is no, Middle Path, and 
the Middle Path is the Path of Immortalitr and Happiness. 
The Buddha means the piscoverer of Anuttarasamma 
::;~rP-Bodh.i., .5.amBodhi .. means ~erf~c.t Imowledge. . Tht: 
(Religion of the Lor(Us 'caUe~ the Gnyana par:;/lna Yisuddhi. 
,1~ is npt a :Nihilism, nor ;,l .Pantheism, nor a Sensual Mono· 
J-heism,. .. Jt teach~: the law of a ,colltinuou$ Change, me 
:,f~~rJif~ .i\CC:Qrdiog. t~>.t.be law.:.Of cause' and effect 'hased .. on 
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Karma. The good man progresses, the; evil man declines. 
The dt:velopment of the ,individual is in his o\l!n hands. By 
effort ,he can create good karma. The wbe man avoids 
crt:ating evit because aC,cording ~o the law of ca~se and 
effect evil, preponderating generates eviL Science is the 
basis of the Doctrine- of the Buddha's Bodhi Dharma. 'We 
,~ppeal therefore to the mordern India,}s, decendants of 
ancient Buddhist Aryan Indians, to again take refuge in the 
Compassionate Doctrine of the Lord. To show Him a 
littlt: Prem (c~l1) and Sraddha (i!!I~1) is enough to bring 
heavenly Happiness. Prem is the least'of the devout love that 
HI:! expect!! from thoughtful people. 

After a thousand years the ~aha Bodhi Society is 
1l1akillg an effort to show the son9 of India the way to, 
Happiness. Through the Lord of Mercy we believe that 
India will 'again regain her lost possessions. We wish to 
build a Shrine for 'the Lord (a Gandhakuti) a Chamber of 
sweet Fragrance-in Calcutta. A site has been purchased in 
College Square, thanks to the friend of Buddhists, 
M,rs. T. R. Foster of Honolulu, who contributed ~s. 22,000 

to purchase the property. The Gandhakuti we intend to build 
in memory of the Blessed One will be a miniature of the 
Great Temple of Maha Bodhi at Bodh-Gaya. The Portico 
and the Torana will be aft~r the architectural d~sig-n of 
.-\janta and' Sanchl. Tbere will be a sacred Dharma 
Bhandagar attached to the Gandhakuti, and a pirivena 
for the ,residence of a number of'Yellow robed Vhikkhus. 
The ground floor will be used as a Service Hall, and the 
Second floor used to enshirne the sacred historic Image of 
the Buddha brought from Japan. After 7db years Japan and 
India will be united in t.he bonds of loving .service, the, one 
helping the other, both working for progress' and peace .. 

, We desire to ask the sons of India who tc>ve the LO,rd of 
Compassion to contribute whatf;ver they can to b~ild, 'the 
Gan«lhakuti. 'In ~bowing th~ Prema and1:he Srad<;lha to the 

.... /, . 
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auddha we associate ourselves with all that is superdivine 
and noble. We become part of truth. 

We appt:al to the Indian Princes, to the Royal Kshatri
yas~ to Brahmans, to Vaishyas and to the best of India's sons 
to <;o-operate with the Maha BooM Society to bring back 
the lost civilization of the pure Indian Buddha period. We 
wish to bring back the forgotten sciences, arts and aesthe
ticism of the Buddhist period. 

The Religion of the ·Buddha-Dharma. Adoration to the 
All-Omniscient Merciful Lord Buddha. 

The Five Abstinences. 

I. Avoid destruction of life. 
2 •. Avoid takrng ci'ther's property. 
3. Avoid cummitting adultery. 
4. Avoid false speech. 
). Avoid intoxicants and stupefying drug::. . 

. The Ten EvUs-

I. Destruction of life. 
2. Stealing. 
3. I mmoral Sensualism. 
4. Falsehood~ 

5. Slander.' 
6. Harsh speech. 
7. Idle lalk. 
S. Covetousness. 
9. Hatred, in-will. 
10. Unscientific 'Or false vie~ of spiritual law. 
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Ten Good Things. 

r. Charity. 
2. Purity .of {ife. 
3. Development of spiritual thoughts. 

'4. Showing hospitality with loving attention. 
,5: Nursing parents and spiritual teachers. 
6. Sharing with others the good th~t one doe~. . 
7. Co-operating with others in good deeds. 
8. Listening to the Good Law of" Mercy. 
9- Preaching the Law of Mercy. 
10. Scientific or t.rue views of spiritual law. 

The Eight Brahmachari Abstinences. 
I. . A v~id destruction of life .. 
2. Avoid taking others property. 
3. Avoid unchastity.or practise celibacy: 
4- Avoid false Speech. 
5. Avoid intoxicants or stupefying drugs. 
6. Avoid eating at unusual. hours. ,i' 

.' 7. Av~id the~tres, dancin~ par.ties" ~earing garlands, 
anoin.ting the body with scented oils &c., 

8. Avoid luxurious beds and seats. 

The Noble Path to Immortal Happiness. 
I. Right Knowledge of Sorrow. its Causes, its cessation 

and the Path. 

2. Right Aspirations of R:enunCiation, Mercy and Love. 

3. Right Speech avoiding slander. harsh speech. useless 
gossip, using words of love, of peace. of concord. 

. " 

. 4- Right Act~on avoiding destruction of life, dishonest 
acts, and immoral sensual,ism. 

S. Right Livelihood avoiding professions of immorality 
as !II avery. selling intoxicating liquors, poison~. rnurcletous 
weapons ana sltle of flesh. 
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6. Right Exertion in making ceastles~ efforts to avoid 
creating new sins, shunning evil, abandoning old evils. exer· 
tihg to create new good deeds; and to increase ami" devciov 
good deeds. 

7. Right Mindfulness in keeping the mind in the 
analysis, physiologically. of the body, ill the analysis of sense 
feelings, in the analysis of thoug~t impulses, in the analysio; 
of the principles that'retard the development of wisdom.' 

8. Right Introspective Illumination. Daily practise of 
Nirvana Yoga beginning with the fqur Dhyana!l encljn~ in 
the realizat~on of Infini!e, Peace . 

...---:0:-

All Communications to be addres~d to The General 
Secretary, Maha Bodhi Society. 4A. College Square. 
Calcutta, India. 

APPENDIX. 

(Copy of the insc~ipt,on t~ be put in a~. the Maha BocIhi 
Dharmasala at Bodh Gaya, approved by the Ordinarr 
Meeting of ~he Gaya District 'Board held on the 26th July 
1912.) 

This. Rest House was ,built for the use of Vi<;itor!t 
(especially Buddhist) visiting the Maha Bodhi' at Ruddha 
Gaya in ,the year of· Buddha, 2445 (lgol) by, the Gaya 
Disi~ict Board, d~ring the Chairmanship of ~tr. c. E. A. W. 
Oldham when' Sir .J~hn Woodbur!l, K: C. S. 1. wa~ Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal,· the Buddhist~, of Ceylon and Burma 
contributing Rs. I 5,000, thro~gh .the· Anagarika Dharmtlpala. 
General Secreta'ry, Maha ~odhi Society, for the roo<;traction 
thereof. This" tablet "h!l't been p)~ced here by the. Maha 
Bodhl Society in 'gr;~t~ful acknowledgment of the a~si.c;tanc~ 

given. May All attain Happiness." 



'The Temple of Maha Sodhi 
at B~ddha Gaya, 



l'rmted at the Modern Printing HOIl~" .. 
36, Amherst Street, Calcutta. 
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3: Some of - the SUell UJ:l.married 
lUaiell and fema.les a.rEt :,... 

Males. 
1. Narayana \'_ 
2 Sllllal$a , , 

,- '8, "Ballalldfl,lIll l .. 
'4. So.natsujat j 
5. Sallllikuwar Sri 'm'~I!'~\,!II 

7. KOl"i " 
6. Ml\rllda - '} Vishnu PLlla" 

8. lhhavira : Metbnd"ya 
g. Savana' • } i'oran' 
10. to IS. Nine Jllyan~ayaa . &0., &:0 I dee. 
19. Prisba!l,a. 
20. Kavl . 
21. llhooahllla. 

Female. ' ' 
1. Onrll', Mnb,hharat, Shl\n\i FanaCbars. 

BOO alld 821. (Bombay EJn} . 
~. Va,~lIna } .8hnlla.vab! ,ViBhull and 
S. Dbarilll l\b'lkandaya. 1'urliosl •• 

• 4. a,'rgi Vllohakolvi. ;} Iilhllsa (JoslJa, 

!: ::~b'h"a PM~~~;~IIYI . p~g! 5l8. , 
4. A female cannot be given . aw~y 

in marriage wUhont ber consent. _ 
Vaal_ta, Calcu\'a EditioniPlllle'489. 
Ka'ha.v .. ns, Cfmmented . by .Ja,ganlla~"ha. 

'Col@brook's Digas', Vol. U. page 171; 
lUahabulullLha, Shallll:!" falYa 52. (Bombay 

Edn.) ,'. ., . 
l\hrkannBya PorM, 112, oil., 
Devea Bbagavat, 1)·1'1 .. 

5. N(I~e but Ka.nnyaa (maiaebll) call' 
be manj'3d with Veaic MtlJltras. . 

lIh'l\l, S 226; Kllllllka IIl1d StiDIIPdlUlil' / 



of 

6. Acchrdi'og·td tue Veuat,NU:ukla. 
ita Dhallhya, Satms ond VyakataD8,. 
Kannya to lJe m.rrled is one whQ is 
(lODlpetent to;!allve be\! marriage coo
sl]mmated trow.the 4th night after tbtt 
marriage ceremollies ara I:ommellcea . 

. l\ig.V4da.l.66·4. . "., 
Nlruir.'" Vol. IV, pOllrl 11,"lo UJ. , . 
Ml\ha Db.shy", 4-1, J!t1l!ee 19 fWd 20. . 
~.'w. 80d1l1\11. page 2:0. /1 . 

A.W.1llt3'RnB •.• Q.~ SuLraa (s.t· alUliorities 
allelet pin!:' 10 ) 

7. According' &0 the' Srmities, Ii 

lewale is 1106' styled a ~aJlJ;1l'a •. wit,} 
she is ten years old. 

I. Paranra, Ch&p. 'I. 'page 24. Cal. E,Jn. 
. ~. Samvarta, page 689, Ctl. E,ID. 

8. Krlsllo8cha,ya Swriti, poge 8. 
, 4. BlI1tIaotU" Bbaaialaj 1'81;8 282. Bomba, 
Ella .. ",,,;' I ,: ') 

6. ~uDa1fl Sio(lbo. 1'.11, page. 81. Bomba, 
Edo.. .. ,','N ',' .' 

6. 'Sl\mscara .a3ukba. rnge 46. Dowba, 
)i:dl1. ' . 
'i .. '/. : Nltna'lualDa. pag& 26. ., 

8. BOIldbayaJla Vencata.bill, 'Pal. 131. 
. .a Lo·/.I are hoat.ile witualsee. . 

S. Bh~ can give herself in lIluriltge, 
it her . guardian!! neglec"to give her 
away before the ezpiry of three RitllS 
or yean after the nttaintld puberty. 

1. l\Iana, g·go anel 91r 
~. VI/WDU, Chap. 24" p'ge Ill). Oulcotta 

"Euu\ . . , " . "', . 
r;, l.",.",Jkya, 1,Mt page 410, OWoo"" 

lil QU, 
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. 4. .OOULllWII, 1'01(" 4~ Oal.llU~.A EJ,a,.. , 
U. lU~iI"ubara', A'luaha&hIlUI 1'""a, Chap. 

4~, .til. ' • . '. f ,.. .... " 

6. Ma,,,ha PurlUl,'Cha.p.U7 2tlDe) 28. 
.• 7 ~ Bliudb_y.OR,' '01 . 'J41ote6 II! 1'1tl1lo8111 a 

Madh.llia oDd b,9 Yld)'aoa~ Deikabi.!l. :* . 
. 8, Kasbyapa, I/0Il quotej' iu KrlsbllacharYIl 

Stlld ...... ' '., 
.. DhArmaRbu'lltu, " pagu' 17'l ad US. 

Bomb".v EdD. 18~. • ! 
. 10. NirDIYA iindlall,l ~ page &1 •• 
11. Balltokarl Mayoldla, page 47 •• 

. . .• rhea. are kOllil. wituaaae .... I • 

9. No male is competen. &0' marry
before he completes his silteenth"j'ear. 

Aswalll,ItDII,I·18.\! alld ',. . . . 

10.1 J1Iarii~ is de1inedt~W l D 

solema contract eiltered mto'by Ihe 
Bdde and Th:idf-g,roomJo 'beco~ Qne 
and continue one, after lief gilt, eitb" 
by hi!r gqaa:dianl.tlr b#beraelf,:Lhe con· 
tract beiJ1g completed by sacrifices \l.l1d 
consnmmatlon od or after" t'he !oarth 
nigM from the eQmmenQ,em.en' of .the 
ceremonies,· when bhe ,bect.mes OJut 
wlth berhusband 40 PiaiJa;Gotra. and 
~utaka.. " ..: . '." 

1. Rill VIII1",lD ~ 21.!Z2, ~., 25,'27. il6, 37, 
48. 44, 45, ta. ". . , ,'.,. 

lI. A,wal,,)an" Orll,,, Sutra, t·'1.8. 6, 7; 13. 
17.18.19 ,,,,d 29"; 1·81.81.015 ;.alld1· .91. 

3. y .. jllf Veda Allookramanikaj pages 162 
164,169,1'10, l'14. 178, \0 182. ~. 
, 4. Tilarey. D .. ,bWllnll, 1tanda 2. talles 568. 

:569 •. 670, aall Ji'l1l1Ja ~ page" HO, U3.160 
168. ' 



6. ApRs""nba., GdlY. Slitra .. i~. Buller. 
al11lua Bbplthiem., • 

6. Paraaara Orbya Falra (Had Hara', Dha. 
ably-a,. paires l!7 . 28 ana 32. . . 
.. '1; Oobbil" Grh,. S,"r", with· BhAAbva 

21.20 I>Dd 24; l! 24,6. T,8. 111\110 16: 2·8 CJ. 
7,9 .. 11,12, 13.lu.I.15; 11 Q 1 aDd it to 10. 

8. SaiD" Ved" M'Ult."prlOsDa. 1·1-8,9 RDd 

10 10 H; ~2 I, 2, 8, tI, 6, 7, '" 1(1 '0 1&; 1-8 1 
l07&14, -

9. Oobhita ·Orby .. X'lrmaiprakaaika, page 59. 
10. 1\1tAnu, ,quote:l bv' .Dhave&ievallhata,,,, 

Gobhila Hlulabya, flage 821 •. 
11. FlUaea'lc" 1:>b"lwa Shaalra, Chap. 8,27, 

28."" .. ,,1 I... . 
12. L'khitaS!lwhitli, 1>"2e 877. 0,,1. Edn. 
13. Yuma, verlelt 78, 84 'Q e6, page 29. 

Bom.Edu. 
14. Xu'yoyaDa Ii 5, pa~e 608. Oal. 'Edo. , 
15. OU8/uiaS&, page ,536, 0 .. 1 Elin., 
16 Goubam9, page 410 ,o .. r. Ed". , 
17. 'Btahaapabi, Oobbila Orb)'a 5utro, page 

822; , 
, IS. IUahl'bharat, Adi'Parra, Chap 8\1 sa &a. 
BolO. Edll. . . ' , , 

,19. Alahabhara' ShaIlYR. Cbl\p. 52 '. Dow. 
E,ln. ." " .. ' 

20. Ihrloamsba,Ohap:l04, 100, 107 IUIJ 
108. Bum. Edu; . 

21. Vlslma Pllt"" wHJJ Vl~hoaYllkQ\a. 
cbeudrikll. 5 27 2 to 4. ' . 
. 22. Dbaglivat. 9,24. 32 aoil 34 SrhlblHa's 

COllIllienlary , 
23. Agni Pur.n, Cho.p. 154.4 Anil 6. 
24. BhafR'a . T/I~vaceya Nir"Bya, CHap. 

'1,190 IIIHI191 (by Bl'ee A,,"nda T~erthl\C}iar,p.) 
. 25. MiliRahara, P"IlU 14 I\nJ 15. BOlli, .l~,ln. 

26. B"mskar .. , K0l.\iilllobh_, pllgee, IG, 207 
lind 225.' '... . 
, 27. ToftAI"pat's Sadni ViI"ch"n'9. 

T"~ l:rrl two liTe !lc,H/e Ic~l,.t8$t8. 
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11.' A woman may be married, If 
she likes, more than once" in' tbe case 
-cl the d~ath of her htililbatld, with Vedic 
mal:itall'ites, p-011ided she ia a 'Dirgiiz, 
'P?~ . wi~~out t~eI9, Jf iJ~~ be a. DOA-
;ylrgln. .' , , 
.. 1. Rig Vena, la.IS.B, 9,10. 

li! • lterai B .... hman; 8. page 68 Bomba, Edn. 
· 8. Tai'eria Arannyak"r' 6-1. 

4. Athans V"da.'p'R~ 204. . 
. 6. M IInu. 8·226 : 9.'16.97, 1'15, 116~ 

6. Manu quo\ed by Maclbav"" 
,'1.; Manu qoo'ed by Vydina'b D.kacbita. 

, .8, 'Vi8buu, Cbap. 1G 92. 93~ 
9. 'Yognavall$ya, qQoted by Xtl.hDocharYIl 

Smriui. J.>.5 
10. PBrt\IIara. Cbap. 2 81, ManQsorlp': Tel • 

. Etln.O()bap. 4-<28.' - .. , " 
11,' Vaailill'a, Chapl' 1'7, page 489. 

(C"I. Edn.) , 
12. SI""~fsQP'a, Tanjnre Pu]nca MlUln8c~;pt. 
13 Bondhayana,Oadg"" MIID"."r;.,. lIud 

2'2.8,2'1; (l·U. Sacred Dooki'ot ERat. 
14.' Cn"yIlYI1dlBt quote\l by 'all' ~dvers8 

witne8S, Nlrna.vaeiudbQ a. pa~. 's, \Bombay 
.Eln.) " ,,', J., ..,'"'.,',, 

· 15. NarllaR, ChRJl1J.12,95 .... tI 100. 
16. Mahl,bbarat, BbeesbmA ParVA Chap. 90 

, 1'1. 'Agnl Paran; Chnf\. 154. . '. . , .. 
· 18., Sir Bba~avat, I) I) 84. . . ' _ 
. 19: Cha'U'V;"84tl SUlri&.'1! Comtnentari. 

,by nit".." ;"11 Dik9l'hj1a.. . I," " 

~~n. Sreemall M.halbn,"& TatrRI·ya Nlrnn,ya 
'by SC~ Anan4a Te&\'\bachlfrya. Cbap. 20 • 

. "i2. ;"rbe ~hiji"eIi o£.tha ·le.mlu~j~d 
women are le~i.imate. ,,. .:: " . 

I, Manu; '2~ Vishnu; 8. Y,,¢nJlvRlkya; 4~ 
V pabia\Qj G, fnfaBlltR; 6, llllUilbllYlI1\ ; '1 
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,Ntll1ld!l; 8. D&l~1\ Mee1uamslt, page 70 t 
J)a\.tacbapd~,jh. pnge,.9 .~4 80. 
. Mos' .r,our l'aodlts. wid wisll &0 malatain 

lhll eJti8Uflg atale 01 ".Ingt. HI" u,OQ cerialn 
'Versea quoted in moderll works, at canoellina 
the autborhlea Ihave cited, vi •• , 8ralb" 
Smrlthl, HihRlla, "e. They 'orge\ 'bat Sra'bl 
e~c .. ollona' bEl lCtVir.-tllled i b, ail, p8reon • 

• MII'" cd tbe APthariij.1 1 rei, .poa are takell 
from works. "pealall, _tended' 101 our IIlld. 
ance in '''I, Lli100g. In them 6h" aftIresaia 
verPet i,II. M plMe. '\rile Uhag.v.... V'.hnu. 
purRn and ltIaJaabb ..... w •• "ompoae4 In and 
lor, ltaJiJOPg. , Thes., de Dot OOlltaill thel. 
Versell, ba' on the DenRM, prllOribe ib • 
• cUon8 prablbi,.11 b, &h_ .era.... ~~ rIoe. 
Ibe Para,. wbioh caa now ba, ,eea ... 
,eoll1plet. book.' cootaiD I th8ID, I Tbe, 
were no' in exislence wlaea VlgGeswat. 
'limite hie eemmen'ar, 01 I \hAt Yagnavalky" 
SIDri1.i. Tha books from wblch 'be, Mil t .kt" 
tIl'e,n~"l:lan'. II qfiid ',11&6 a' 'be begil1nin~ 
of .he X"liyonr. lOwe WallatID'" ... ada ahe8\'! 
HIes. Wb., "e.e Mubatwa.: Werllt wha' 
autborily "bey hi .. resoind aba ralea anil 
prallLiltll o. ~a Vedae 1lAIl SAlrltolel, ,Ie 11" 
lita'ed. All act. wbich &h ... ,ereea prpblbU 
bave Dot; 'been ab.o4ooecl .odor ,Uieir 
alHhoiU,. They 8ay 611.. .... ." .. U ,,_ 
110 Sanyas8DlIn tWa YOORI b" an the Bhash, ... 
bras Ol' fou .. aer. QI '.1110118 880" o. Acirilies, 
Visisbladivet)e8; Hul 1>eivjlea.- are Sanyaae88. 
':Mana .. auiborltJl ill OOft.idere4 s, IqIlN t. 
tba' of 'h. Veola;' 8rea Krishn. P.r .... rMD. 
aM Bbeeabm. II ... , .... donla the Kall,oOl 
that an ,Ua'ay", one who a'umpla &kG Uk 01 
aDallaer.,oaa be "iliaci. whoeftr he ma, he. 
in e.I'"deleoce. The dorea.ill ver88' prow"*' 
t.bls natcaea of '1I81t.deleace. 01 lb... "'eel, 
2ir William JOQeq lillY' :-" Wh!oh au coilec" 



;.1 i~'a wo,k. entitled Maunn ... nl\l~tla Pr .... 
deepitll." .. Oil the preceding text,." "I. mu&t 
ba remarked. tho., .. none of ~bem excep' 
tba~ '01 VtibaFpaty lI'e cited by Kalluka. 
'who DeYer leelDll 10" have coubldered 
any other laws of MallU as restraiDed 
to the ,first three ,ages : that tba 
Smriti or Lhe si.ered code, is quoted wi6110ut 
,.be lIawe of l"gislators; and Lhah the pI obi
\>ihion, in lilly "gP, 01 self-defence;,pven agaillsb 
Bbrnmilll!. ill repugnallt to 1\ tex' 'of SlIman1a.. 
'0 the preoept a"d eXalDI'Je of Sr.. Krisllna 
bimself; aocordmg 10 tbe Mabllbbara, aod 
even ~'8 .011

'
81100 in ... he veS., bl''' which 

ever, man iA commanded ~o de/tJ1I;' "is OIVIl 
lifB fl'om all violent "ggresllioIJ8," 
. Ttlere \\fe ver.as (0 cOlllradioa ,bese' in a 
wo, k c!aH ell P,l\rnnrnt SawRste.. fllrlllsbeu to 
lue by M R ny. A. Rnmadllmd"1\ Iyer-Lhey 
d •• tillcMy staLe Lhat in'Kalyool! the old ruler 
Bre st..11 ill force Rccording 'Cl"the Bu.·horhy of 
Ihe Rishies. Altri, V .. ,hwl\·mih·l\, 'Che'Van., 
Vyllghl'apat, &c, ~'bllil we se\ P.lDUitS have 
been of, l"te Ul1ltl shillg I1pnllr\'pl",1 \~Xt.8 '0 
Bllpport Lheir re.pecLive ~ipws, ~hrv are, there
forp;IlI' flulhorit.,v C"peCiA l.v if tbey are AgS.I1St 

('cl'n~1 Hilld u lillY. 

, n. RA.G O!cATHA. Row. 



·~/' 
. P THE 

UNTOUCHABLE 

SHIN~E, 

TWO ANNAS. 

l 
(The proceeds to go to the funes of the Mission for the 

Depresse4 Classes, Bombay. Charitable persons 
wishing to buy more tban twelve copies 

(or distribution wi'l have them for 
half the price) 

~ee tbo back pag e. 





· WORIC AMONGST THE OUTCASTES. 

Writing in the " Hear All Sides" page· 
of the Times of India Illustrated Weekry,. 
Mr. V. R. Shinde, to whose work in Bombay 
we referred recently, makes a powerful appeal 
for a quicker 'sympathy with the work of 
raising the depressed classes in India. The 
problem, as he states it, is almost appalling in 
its magnitude. The depressed population, 
according tofigt;res he quotes from. theCensus 
Report, is more than one-fourth of the total 
Hindu population, and more than one-sixth 
of the total population of India is untouch
able. ,,"It is, l' he rightly says, "the duty 
of every person that has a right to reside 
in India. Christian, lew, Mahomedan, Parsi 
or Hind~. white or black, in Government 
service or free, to see that one-sixth of this 
vast India, which is untouchable, should be 
restored to decent humanity and free citizen
ship." Mr. Shinde has, however, done 
much more than call attention to this urgent 
public duty; he has launched a 'practical 
work in Bombay which merits liberal sym· 
pathy and support. 

Ed., Times of India. 



THE PROBLEM OF THE DEPRESSED 
CLASS.ES IN INDIA. 

From the days of the Fr..nch Abbe Dubois 
in th~ last century or perhaps even from the 
much earlier days of the Chmese tl'aveller 
Hwan Thsang in the la'lt millennium, the 
depressed classes or what are commonly knuwu 
as the low castes in India hav.. caught the 
observant eye of foreigners; ond they have 
rollsed not only the mere intellectual interest 
of passing obs'rvation of such 1!Ojollrnprs but 
the more abiding interest of the several exotic 
agencies that entered durine these centuries 
and have now perma.nently lodged in this vast 
country. Hew Islam found an ample field of 
pl'l1pagandism among these classes we shall see 
below when we consider their numbers. 
Christianity now claims a large portion of 
them: and in spite of the cynic's phrase 'rice 
Christians' all just minded persons will readily 
bear witnees to the many glorious cases of the 
true elevation of the soul as well as of the 
IIOcial cond.: tion, among the'6e people. The 
British Government too, the third great foreign 
power for good tl-;at has entered on the scene, 
has tri:-d its hands at the uplif ing of these 
people, thongh not much, con'J,idering its re
sources. 'fhe discriminating 'Sympathy of the 
Government was drawn to this sllbject as early 
as the famous Halifax Despatch on education 
in India. of 1854. And in the reeolution of 
1884, it emphatically approvffi of the benign 
reoommedations of t\le Education Commission 
of 1882, reoorded in wOl'ds:-

"That the principle laid down in the Court 
of Directors' letter of May 5th, .l854, and again 
in their reply to the le'tel' of the f'~vernment 
of Ind:a., datt'd Mav 20th, 1857, that 'no boy 
be refu~ admission to a Government ooUee;e 
or school merely on the ground of cas'e.' and 
repeated by the Secretary of Stltte in 1863, be 



now re-aflirmed as a principle, and be applied 
with ca.ution to every institution not re~rved 
tor special races, which is wholly maintained 
a.t the cost of public funds, whether provincial, 
municipa.l, or local. 

"That the establishment of special schools or 
classes for children of low crate be liberally 
encouraged in places where ther&' is a sufficient 
number of lluch children to form separate 
schools or classes, Bnd where the schools main
tained foom public funds do lIIOt sufficiently 
provide for their education." • 

In spite of the ~ploitations of these three 
foreig!ll agenClies, v~z., Mahomooanism, 
Chri~tianity and the British Govem-
mentJ, in t.hi. field of the eleva-
tion of the low C3lltes in India, the heavy mass 
of victims of the time-long depression seem!! 
to be almost immovable. Thelse victims fight 
shy of either the crescent or the cross for fear 
of losing their religion, real or f&llcied aa it 
may be, and even for fear of losing their caste 
lowest though it is, and thus they are not flO 
ready to embrace the advantages which these 
twu propagandas offer, as one would suppose. 
As to the offel'$ of the third agency, they are 
in the main negative and passive. The dec
lared policy of the British ,",overnment is 
"equality of castes in the eye of education." 
The Educational Department would not object 
to admit any low caste boy in a school, pro
vided: the other boys in the school or rather 
their parente have no objection. And as to 
the special schools started for these classes, 
we find such candid confessions by the educa
tional authorities themselves a'8 ID the report 
of thP Director of Publill Instruction of Bom
bay for 1904-5. "The Inspector, while pointing 
out that oonsiderable prog""eSs h84 been mfl:de 
in, providing for the education of these 8pec1al 
oastes, points out that too often little care is 
tak:oen, especially by Municipal Boara .. , to see 
that the teachers of schools are competent. 
With the opening of a free school the Board 
feel that their duty has been done." If any 
OJl'e. further ~ares to know what has actually 



been the "oonsidel'able progress" of education 
of low ca.ste boys, he will find from the same 
report that in the whole of the Bombay Presi
dency oontairLing the teta.! low-caste popula
tion of 3,479,084, the tota.! number of pupils 
attending school in 1905. was 15,058, i.e., hardly 
5 pnpils in a population cd 1,000. In ,PPinting 
out to these facts I must clearly state 
that I do not at all intend to find fault with 
or depreciate the value of the several agencies 
at (WOrk, but I only wish to bring into promi
nent notice the limitations on the good 
intentions of these agencies potent ais they &re, 

Let ,us now turn to what the native agencies, 
if any, can claim to have achieved in this 
respect. There are only two suel!, that have 
some sort of wide organizatLan ill over the 
country and a. contInued and consistent line 
of action, V'iz., the body of the Indilldl Social 
Reformers and the Brahma or Prarthana 
Samajes. The former have demonstrated with 
unaba.ted zea.! for the la.st 15 years or more the 
theoretical proposition that the low ca.IItes must 
ha.ve a. better treatment than they get at 
presenb and that ef\'"rts should be made _ to 
elevate their degraded conditilon. 'I'his has 
been demonstrated both by means of speeches 
and resolutions in their oonferences and by 
writings in their organs. But lIS to their actual 
achievement, here is a characteristic confession 
by Mr. K. Ramanujacharya., M.A., of Viza.ya
nagara.m a.ppeanng in a very ably written 
paper on the subject of depressed clallses con
tributed by him to the volume ed:ted by 
Mr. C. Y. Chintamani. "To the best of my 
knowledge, eo far a.s ilie Indian Social Refor
mer i'B concerned the Pancham problem is not 
yet advanced beyond the stage of discussion. 
A reference to the leports of the Indilldl Social 
Conference for the last few year's shows that 
the Reformers have not lost sight of the ques
tion; but they have not been able to formulate 
any definite proposal regarding its solution·" 
As to the Brahma Samaj, of whIch ODe of the 
most essential principle'll of faith and life is 
the brotherhOOd of man, there is a still more 
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cMldid oonfeS$ion appearing in words moat 
unmistakable in the "Indian MeasenK"r," the 
organ of the Sadhara.n hrahma ISamaj, of 
August 4, 1907. The editor, wh.1e compllment
ing the members of the Prarthana Samaj who 
have started a Mission for the Depressed,Clas8e8 
in Bombay says :-"Bul; whereas the Brahma 
Samaj ha.s been promment ill such W()rks all 
the education cl women and the widow-remarri· 
age DlOvement, UD to this time it did not 
initiate an or!1:anlzed effort to elevate the 
depreased classes: Its s'ern refusal to l'_CO!1:mse 
distinction of castes haa indirectly exerted a. 
salutary influence no doubt. but of positive 
practical Wlork to lift np the submerged sectIons 
of humanity this Brahma Samaj could ~how 
very little in the past. Our bretnr~n in Born· 

. bay, however, have made a commendable and 
hopeful beginning." Here again I must em· 
phatically state that I am not clting tht''16 
quotations tCl sugllest any praise on the begin
ning here referred to, much less to throw any 
blame CiD the Rl:-formers or the Brah
mos, with both of whom I am my
self directly connected, but only to 
expo<;e the bold fact in aU its barrenness 
that wherea" the foreign agencies .with all 
their re'!ources are hand:capped and materially 
hindered in theIr work by their own 
limitations, the native agencies lacking 
singularly in nerve as well as l"~SOUTce8 
have not yet ma.de a.ny practical efforts at all, 
except the recent one above referred to. 

Why then these limitations on the resourcefnl 
fOl'eign agencies and why thi~ failur~ '0 begin 
organized and earn6!'ltly practil".a.i .. fforts on 
the part of native agl'ncie1l1 Wby could J Rpan, 
another eastern country, which had to face fhi. 
very problem of her depressed c!aS'Ie9, solve 
it with such a n,n,arkable speed a.nd 8UCC6'!II, 

in the course of not more than 30 tears 1 And 
why has India. with the Vtl/iant theori~ of 
universal equality at her bllck. with the two 
most living ~csP"l18 in the world, viz., of Christ 
a.nd fslam In her midst, and with the best
meaning and mO'lt prosperous Government at 
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her head !Why has India yet hardly touched 
the fringe of this Impor..ant problem 7 The two 
young Japanese, who visited India last year, 
declal'ed in the public meeting at FramJi 
Cwwasji Hall that there where no longer any 
depressed class.,s in Japan Buch as the "etas" 
and "hmins". of 3J years ago, Prof. W. H· 
Sharp, M.A., who vIsited Japan in 1904, says 
in his OOok, The Educ::.tlonal SYHtem of Japan, 
"all legal disabilities have been removed and 
'eta' is as free as anyone else to change his 
residence and hie occupation" P. 338. Can any 
one say th:s of a Mahar 0)' a Pariah in IndIa 1 

The problem is wholly the concern of the 
Indian people, both higb and low. The foreign 
agencie9, therefore, with all their good inten
tions and resources are and must 
be rather out of qU<:'llti.on. The chief 
and primary reason of the incapa.
city . of the people to rise equal to the 
occasion, is the want of effective-will. This 
lack oi nerve is a long-standing, constitutional 
defect of the nation and will not b3 helped by 
&I1y number of luch newspaper articles. The 
cure is a matter of !!.Ctual efforts and consequent 
slow grow:h· After having pointed out as 
above the failure of our people, my ne,xt pur
pose in thi~ article is there~ore not to discuss 
the primary reasons which as I said are con
st;tutional but the m.ost prominent of the 
subsidlary reallons of this failure. That one 
reaBon is in my opinion that the problem has 
not yet been clearly formulat?d and stated. 
Some individuals here and there have some 
keen feelings about it. But such feelings have 
not yet formed the springs of action of any of 
our leaders of either public opiDJon or public 
activitias. The problem yet forms no definite 
part of the working faith of the average public 
man in the oountry, such as the problem of 
widow re-marriage or of the self-g'Jv<'rnment or 
of the indigenoull produc·s does_ Thirty ypal'9 
ago no body paid any haed to the depre$~d 
classes exceplf; a few Christian Mi9Sionaries. 
Now-a-days so far a'S talk goes these classes are 
much in evidence. But still there are very 
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mixed and unequal sentiments and quite hazy 
notions regarding the definite place of these 
clasoos in the structure of the complex Hindu 
Society, their wretched condition and voicelesl 
grievances, their vast and wide spread numbel'll. 
and the ultimate injury done to the nation at 
large through the untold material 
and 'moral injuries done to theee unfortunate 
classes. l't is not possible to dwell 
on these pointe at sufficient length 
within the short limits of this ar-
ticle. I should,. therefore, content mYRelf 
with very briefly . touching them, drawin~ 
special attention to tbeir numbers and finally 
formulating the problem. 

The whole population of the continent Df 
Hindustan, whatever its other divisions, may 
bs divided from the point of view ()f our prob
lem, into the following divisions :-1 The 
olasses (literary and well-to-do). 2 Mas$El!!. 3 
Low Castes. 4 Hill Tribes. Thus the third 
division which forms our subject, i. "hOt II,nd 
dOOinite by it'Self and is common in the whole 
of India. It has all the disadvantages of 
the second division, viz., general poverty, 'Want 
of education, uncertainty of walZes, etc., anti 
something more, i.e., they are fot' ev('r fo.-bidden 
the ordinary social privileges of a citiZMl. They 
are not detached and unconnected wtth the 
body politic as the Hill Tribes; but yet they 
have no place in the social communion of 
thi" body. This pronouDl'ed mark of uutouch· 
abien"!SlI is the standine: fulcrum on which the 
lever of depresSinn and decadation is Blowly 
low('red down on them and this Titanic lever 
will never 00 made inouerative until this 
ominous fulcmm is oomtlletelv demolishoo. To 
avuid the unnecessary friction of f8('linlt' 
among the Hindus it must be admitted th,,' 
this' alles-long P1'lOCe8R of dep11lil'lion might 
have been a. sociolo:rlclll &Ction onlv RCl'el('r~W 
by the ordinary fe~lings of rare-antipathy in
herent in the eeneral human Tlatnre rather 
than Bny conscious wilful malire IJ.Tld htr"d 
of one race to the other. But thi" is bv the 
way. Consciously or not the lever is working; 
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it is a fact and not a fiction, and wholesale 
depression is the 'result. As to their material 
and moral oondition, some peopl .. have the 
knack of tOQ smoothly gliding into optimistic 
conclusiens. But nene ()f th_ eptimists-a.t
ethers'.cost would ever care to exchange lots 
nor could ever get any other C&9tes higher than 
the victims to exc.hange lets with them~ Some 
argue that in big cities the ceremonies of 
tollCh are lIDt stnctly observed. That might be 
true so far as the ceremonies go: but the sub
stantial grievances are as well felt by I/o well
to-dQ Mahar who has cultivated some sel'
respect in him as by a wretched pariah' pre
bably a new-oomeD from £he oountry, who 
builds his hut 'Out of the castin~ on a dung
hill, in the outskim 'Of a rearing mill In 
this very proud city ()f Bombay and specially 
in such showery weather as we have had new, 
roamy h.o>vels pi Il;hesQ 1pw 'IlII81lEB seemilnglly 
floating en water or sticking up on a plinth 
of ankle-deep filth show the very climax ol 
wretchednAss. One :M.onday morning when it 
was peuring hardest, I peI1sonally went to 
inspect the conditien {If the people connectsd 
with our Mission at Parel: when I crept into 
a d~uged hut I saw the never-fp-be forgetten 
soone of about two dozen human beings of both 
sexes and all ages huddled together in a narrew 
<lOOp no better than a pigsty. The 
Bhungi quarters near the Textile Mills "'aA 
another sight /Worth seeing at a:I the risk of 
the fQul weather. No wonder t~n the l<lw 
castes enjpy the honour of the top in the 
mfirmity list 'Of the Census Re:;lOrt. 

BQMBAY PRESIDENCY. 

'--Ca-a-t-e'--1":N:~ber in~pected.'-L-ep-e-~8-o-:-:-:r-~-iD-th-e 

LOWca8te m .... --100,noo-- --- 88 '--
Maralh ... M........' l' 0, 00 77 
En'.aian )" ... ' 10,,060 8t 
Brahmao ••• _.. IOO.IllII' 6 
- Now let us -;;;-the number of these peopies 
in a.ll India, so that posSi:bly we may not 
make any unnecessary fus'J 'Over tlie scandal 
if it is after all a negligible quantity. 

II 
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Extracted from the Census Report of 1901 :-
Dlo~riet. I To, .. 1 D.p~e.oed lolal HlDduB. _ 1_ Pupulat.1.m 

t Tbe Punjab. 
Kasbmlr, Raj ./ 
PDt401lo • 

? 1:1 0 m b .. y. 
Baroaa K ur.,,, I 

1\ la) M-..dr .... 
Myoor •• Hyder.· 
bad, TravaDcore. 
&c ............... . 

Cbl' bota Nag. 
por • 

leI Bpr ... aod 
CenLlal Provinces 

4 101 Unit. d' 
Prnvinc.a 

(bl '"bar .... 
6 {a Ran gal ••• 
(b Ori ....... 
6 A.oam. Sik • .kim ... __ 

3.688,7 6 

8,479,084 

lIi,874.078 

II 987.799 

10,048. 68 
4,' fi,08.1. 
7,1108.721 
1,IU6.7~S 

I, 01266 

19,781,592 

52,626,866 

6.400,860 

13,882',898 

.r,64~.q~1 
;8,98~,703 
17,7g • 80 

8,7665:17 

lI,768.R69 

Table showing the grades of MahoDlM.i:JB In 
North IndIa. . 

PUllj_h. 1 
Kaobmi.. U. P. Bebar ,Bengal, Orisoa. 

1 (A~bral' 
Better c 110 e B 
"abom.nano ',616,998 4,690,060 19.980,547 

:Ill A j I a f I 
L n w e r Cl .... 
l4.bhomeda.ns .•• 6,668,649 1,861,988 887,689 

8 A r.1l1) 
DepradedM.b ... 
medHD8 must 
of tb-m CUD-
vert. 

4 U n cl.~~i: 
5,846,466 II 776,ora 7,097 

lied ......... 10694 1.667.400 644,075 ---------
Total 16,884.727 1','94.446 2',419408 

--Total Indian population 2.943.61,056.~ 
Total Hindu populat~on 2,071,47,026. 
Tutal depressed p:..pulation 532,06,632. 
Total Mahomedan popula-

tion 624,58,077. 
Del(raded Mahomedans in 

Upper India. 8,628,566. 
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Even if we leave out of consideration the 
number of the degraded MahomedauB shown 
above the total figure of the depressed popu
la.tions in the whole of India. is more than one· 
fourth of the total Hindu. population and more 
than one-sinh of the fpt&l IndIa:! population! 
More then one-sixth of India 1'& then theore
tically and in most cases practicu.lly untouch
",ble ! Are we to disbelieve the Census reports 
or believing thein. are we to still maimalB 
our characteristic coolness over these appall::ng 
numbers 7 . 

Let me new hasten to the ('-<Inclusion. The 
oroblem is not for any foreign agency howso
ever benevolent it be. It is not again a reli· 
gious problem, I mean religious in the secta· 
rian or denominational sense. The question 
is not whether these vast numbers should be 
saved by Christianity or from Christianity but 
a broader one that they have to be restored to 
decent humanity. It is not only a'1l educational 
problem but a social and philanthropical one. 
Even so £ar as it is educational, it is JIIOt a prob. 
lem for the Government of India; for their 
policy in education declared in 1854 and con· 
tinued up to now is to stimulate the people to 
their &.!onse of respon~ibilitl' Some benevolent 
persons who are withholdlBlt their hand of 
charity, now that the Government is discuqsing 
schemes of free primary education, flbould 
specially bear in mind this continued pOlicy 
of the Government. Even if free pnmary 
education were proclaimed to-day, it will not 
affect these c1_until it is made e!Iectivel:r 
compulsory. And even then the educational 
side of the problem will be bettm flQlved by the 
persuasive and privately organised pbilantbro
py than by a mechanically compelling Govern
ment. Nor is thUi a problem for a professional 
Indian patriot alone. It is tIhe duty of every 
person that has a right to reside in India, 
Christian, Jew, Mabomedan, Pam or Hindu, 
white or black, in Government servioo or free. 
to see that one-sixth of this vast India, which 
is untouchable, should be restored to decent 
humanP.ty and free citizenship. Of oourse a 

11 



Christian misslOnary 01' .a Hindu patriot or 
a Government official or an Employer is 
each quite welcome to his own special point of 
view of this common problem of the elevalaon of 
the depressed and to his own separate share 
in its achievement. But that a pariah should 
become a repenting Christian or I'olmain in the 
fold of renovated Hinduism, or that he should 
turn out an efficient national aasel!, or'a ~ood 
law-ab~ding 10yaJ subject or an honest and indus
trious labourer-the'se are only aflk"l' results and 
they depend upon the pariah's first becoming 
a decent human being, free to move and free 
to choose his vocation. It is then the duty 01 
every Indian to see that ,he becomes BO. Bu~ 
what is everyman's concern is no man's 80n
cern. My final word, therefore, is that if 
work is actually started by Borne on these broad 
lines and WIth these bread aims-and such 
work is already started in this City of Bom
bay-it ehould meet with sympathyofrom all. 
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