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PREFACE.

In the pages of this number of the Selections from the
Records of the Government of India is contained nearly, if not
quite, all that is known regarding the Andaman Islands.

This singular and interesting group, placed in the track of
one of the greatest commercial highways of the world, 1is
chiefly remarkable for its complete isolation from the civiliz-
ation and progress by which it is surrounded, and for the ill-
defined terror with which it still continues to be regarded by
the uneducated Mariner.

. The sum of our knowledge of the Andamans may be stated
in a few words.

They are a collection of islands, surrounded by most danger-
ous coral reefs, which are gradually forming innumerable islets
as each becomes lifted above the surface, and which are pecu-
liarly perilous to vessels in their vicinity, in the violent hurri-
canes that occasionally sweep across the Bay of Bengal.

They are covered to the water’s edge with the dense and
luxuriant vegetation of the tropics, and enclose some of the
grandest and most picturesque harbours in the world.

They are essentially volcamic in character, hilly on the
Eastern Coast, and a collection of flat salt marshes on their
Western aspect, where the vegetation is less luxuriant and the
hills gradually subside into small hummocks.

They are extremely deficient in animal life, and the birds
inhabiting them are comparatively few ; but the reefs and bays
abound in shell and other fish.

The most singular feature connected with them is, however,
the paradoxical race by which they are scantily peopled.
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It is impossible to imagine any human beings to be lower in
the scale of civilization than are the Andaman savages. Entirely
destitute of clothing, utterly ignorant of agriculture, living in
the most primitive and rudest possible form of habitations, their
only care seems to be the supply of their daily food.

Their inhospitality and implacable hostility to strangers, with
their reputed cannibalism, have'caused them to be regarded
with terror and aversion by all who have approached their
shores,

The little that is known of their manners and customs proves
them to be without religion or government, and that they live
in perpetual dread of the contact of any other race.

Their origin is a mystery which will probably never be
solved, as the traditions of so absolutely barbarous a race, if
they have any, are not likely to throw light upon such a
question. )

The earliest authentic account of them is that of the two
Muhammedan travellers, which has been so often quoted. It
is subjoined, as extracted from Pemberton’s General Collection
of Voyages and Travels.

¢ Beyond these two islands lies the sea of Andaman: the people on
this coast eat human flesh guite raw ; their complexion is bluck, thewr
hair frizzled, their countenance and eyes frightful, their feet are very
large, and almost a cubit in length, and they go quite naked. They
have no sorts of barks or other vessels ; if they had, they would seize
‘and devour all the passengers they could lay hands on. When ships
have been kept back by contrary winds, they are often in these ‘seas
obligedl to drop anchor on this barbarous coast for the sake of water,
when they have expended their stock ; and upon these occasions they
commonly lose some of their men.’*

* “Ji js tost certain that, upon a strict enquiry, most of the stories of man-eaters
bage been found to be fables void of all foundation; but it must be allowed, 1 regard
to our author’s account, that what he says has never been disproved; for the very
l}ategt accounts we have of the ladics, give these people the same character that

e does, . .

The travels of two Muhammedans through India and China. Pemberton’s General

Collection of Voyages and Travels, London, 1811, Vol. 7, p. 183.
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It is abundantly evident that these travellers did not them-
selves visit the Andamans, and that their account is borrowed
from the tales current in neighbouring countries at the time.
The natives of these islands most probably ppssessed canoes
long prior to the period referred to.

The following description of the Andamans and their inha-
bitants extracted from Hamilton’s Account of the East Indies,
contains a more specific and apparcntly trustworthy description
of their habits, than that of the Mubammedan Travellers.

“The islands opposite to the Coast of Tenasserim, are the Andamans,
They lie about eighty leagdes off, and are surrounded by many danger-
ous banks and rocks; they are all inhabited with cannibals, who are so
fearless, that they will swim off to a boat if she approach near the
shore, and attack her with their wooden weapons, notwithstanding the
superiority of numbers in the boat, and the advantage of missive arms
of iron, steel, and fire.

“I knew one Fergusson, who commanded a ship from Fort St.
George, bound from Malacca to Bengal in company with another ship,
going too near one of the Andaman islands, was driven, by the force
of a strong current, on some rocks, and the ship was lost. The other
ship was driven through a channel between two of the same islands,
and was not able to assist the shipwrecked men, but neither Fergusson
nor any of his people were ever more heard of, which gave ground to
conjecture that they were all devoured by those savage cannibals.

“I saw one of the natives of those islands at Atcheen, in anno 1694.
He was then about forty years of age. The Andamaners had a yearly
custom to come to the Nicobar islands, with a great number of small
praws, and kill or take prisoners as many of the poor Nicobarians as
they could overcome. The Nicobarians agajn joined their forces, and
gave the cannibals battle, when they met with them, and one time
defeated them, and gave no quarter to the Andamaners. This man,
abovementioned, when a boy of ten or twelve years of age, accompanied
bis father in the wars, and was taken prisoner, and, his youth recom--
mending him to merey, they saved his life, and made him a slave.
After he continued so three or four years, he was carried to Atcheen to
be sold for cloth, knives, and tobacco, which are the commodities most
wanting on the Nicobars, The Atcheduers being Muhammedans, this
boy’s patron bred him up in that religion, and some years after, his
master dying gave him his freedom ; he having a great desire to spe
his native country, took a praw, and the months of December, January,
and February, being fair weather, and the sea smooth, he ventured to
the sea, in order to go to his own couniry, from the islands of Glomas
and Pulley.wey, which lie near Atcheen, Here the southern-most of the
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Nicobars may be seen, and so one island may be seen from another
from the southern-most of those to Chetty-Andaman, which is the
southern-most of the Andamans, which are distant from Atcheen about
an hundred leagues. Arriving among his relations, he yas mado wel-
_come, with great demonstrations of Joy to sce him ahve, whom they
“expected to havc been long dead.”

“ Having retained his native language, he gave them an account of
his adventures; and, as the Andamaners have no notions of a Deity,
he acquainted them with the knowledge he had of a God, and would
have persuaded his countrymen to learn of him the way to adore God,
and to obey his laws, but he could make no converts, When he had
staid a month or two, he took leave to be gone again, which they

ermitted, on condition that he would return. He brought along with

im four or five hundred weight of quicksilver, and he said, that some
of the Andaman islands abound in that commodity. He had inade
several trips thither before I saw him, and always brought some quick-
silver along with him. Some Muhammedan fukirs would famn have
accompanied him in his voyages, but he would never suffer them,
because, he said, he could not engage for their safety among his coun-
trymen. When I saw him he was in company with a Sexd, whom I
carried a passenger to Surat, and from him I had this account of his
adventures.”’*

This account, however, will not bear strict analysis, and is
evidently a mixture of fiction and fact, from which it is difficult
to extract the truth.

The writings of Blair, and the chapter in Col. Symes’s
Embassy to Ava, with the extracts from Colebrooke’s Journal,
arc the earliest reliable authorities to which we have access.

The latter published a vocabulary of the language of the
Andamaners, which will be found in the Appendix, and which,
if correct, would seem to prove the existence of different
dialects in the Great Andaman, for not a single word of it was
understood by the individual brought to Calcutta in January,
1858.

In the Calcutta Monthly Register for November, 1790, is a
brief account of the Andamaners, evidently written by one of
the surveying party. It is worthy of reproduction, as the work
in which it appeared is scarce and somewhat inaccessible, and as

** Hamilton’s Account of the East Indies. ' Pinkerton’s Vol. VIIL pp. 430, 431,
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it contains the remarks of an intelligent, trustworthy observer.
1t fully corroborates the statements of Blair and Colebrooke.

“The An®@nans are on the eastern side of the Bay of Bengal, they
bear about south half west of Point Negrais, about 130 miles distant.
The Great Andaman extends in length nearly, north and south, about
two degrees and a quarter of latitude ; viz. from 14 to 11-45° north.
The Little Andamans are a cluster of Islands, in the latitude of about
10-30° north. The longitade of the Andamans, is about six hours and
eight minutes east of London.

““ These islands, from their situation and appearance, had long been
considered by mavigators as possessing no importance; they were,
therefore, little known or attended to, by our eastern rulers. Pulo-
Penang had been given by the king of Quda to Mr. Light, and by
him to the Honorable the East India Company; and a settlement had
been recently established there, when the Hon’ble Commodore Corn-
wallis, with the squadron under his command, arrived in India.

¢ Shortly after the Commodore’s arrival, the harbour of this new
settlement, and that of the Great Andaman were minutely and accur-
ately surveyed, by order of the Supreme Government, and the proper
officers ordered on that duty; but the particulars of their official
reports, or the consequent .intentions of Government, have not yet
been made public.

“Port Cornwallis is situated on the eastern side of the Great Anda-
man, and is discovered to be a noble, capacious harbour, with most
excellent anchorage, and capable of containing three hundred sail of
ships, of the largest size, or greatest burden.

“The face of the country is covered with lofty trees, and thick under-
wood; the former affording most excellent timber, either for domestic
uses, or ship-building. Th® soil, however, is excellent; and if we
may judge from the experiment made by the gentlemen of the fleet,
who cleared a spot of ground, and upon sowing varions seeds, found
them thrive beyond their expectation, it is capable of bringing all
vegetables to as great perfection, as any other part of India can boast.

“From the temperatuore of the climate, we are led to imagine, that
upon & farther tmal, we shall rather be induced to confirm, than to
alter this opinion. During the south-west monsoon, a cool steady
breeze, constantly predominates, and at the other part of the year,
when the north-east monsoon sets in, the wind is- sometimes intensely
sharp daring the night, but decreases intv a gentle sea-breeze during
the day. As a convincing proof, however, of the salubrious air, and
healthy atmosphere, with which heaven has blessed this hitherto forlorn
part of the globe, we need but instance, that out of two hundred men
belonging to a ship upon this voyage, towards the close of last year,
there was not a single invalid ; but on-the contrary, several who had
left Bengal with troublesome complaints, were completely restored to
health, very shortly after their arrival.

“‘ The manner in which these islands were peopled, is a matler of



X

mere conjecture. We are told, that when the Portuguese had a settle-
ment near Pegue, two of their ships with cargoes of slaves on board,
amounting in number of men and women, to 300, were cast away
there; and as the inhabitants are of the Coffree casfit must be
allowed, that probability favours this opinion or conjecture. They are a
strong, robust set of Coffrees, and in their appearance, and mode of
living, resemble much what Cooke describes to us, of the inhabitants
of the south-west part of New Zealand. Both men and women go
eéntirely naked ; the former armed with bows and arrows, which they
employ in shooting fish for their subsistence. In this instance we per-
ceive & want of instinct, which, neither fails the rnde inhabitants of
New Holland, the simplicity of those of the Sandwich Islands, nor the
gloomy uncultivated mind of the Nootka-Sound meun; who all employ
some kind of a hook and line, for the purpose of catching fish. The
women at low-water, wade the mud flats, and search the reefs for
cockles, and other shell-fish; and as the tide rises, they retire to their
huts, to roast this casual provender. When a supply of fish fails them,
they roam into the woods in quest of wild hogs and rats, (the only
animals that were perceived in that country) and which they are some-
times fortunate enough to procure, as the bones about their huts testify.
These are, however, by no means plenty, and it is to be supposed, from
the few that were seen by our people, that they are a dernicr resort,
when the calls of hunger are very pressing.

“So far, we have been able to give a brief account of the origin,
and manner of living of these people; who are probably destined by
the hand of Providence to come under our protection, and to parti-
cipate in the blessings of civilization. The shyness they have hitherto
shewn, and the want of confidence they have betrayed, may easily be
accounted for; nor is it to be doubted, but that when once they expe-
rience the advantages of commerce, and the benefit of our friendship,
onr intercourse will be permanent; and that they may be taught to
enjoy 1,:he fruits, of a well directed industry, and a civilized Govern-
ment.””*

The inhabitants are dwarf Negrilloes, strong and robust,
when their supply of food is abundant, as it was during the
time of our visit; intensely black ; and possessing most of the
physical characters of the true Negro, with the exception of the
projection of the heel.

The individual captured at Interview Island was singularly
quiet and docile, imitated readily the acts and gestures of those
by whom he was surrounded, and never from first to last exhi-
bited the smallest indication of ferocity.

* Calcutta Monthly Register, or, India Repository, November, 1790, pp. 15~17.
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The appearance of his countenance as given in the frontis-
piece was caused by the very strong light in which he was
placed to ghotograph him, His restlessness was so great that
it was necessary to take an instantaneous picture.

Subjoined are the measurements of his body, taken according
to the English standard, on board the steamer Pluto.

Place of the Observation, ...... Year. Month. Day.
Steamer Pluto, ........coceen.en, 1858. Jany. 26th.
Name. Object of the Measurement. Jt. in.
John Andaman, ... 1. Total height, .................. .c...ooills 4 94
Sex. Age. 2. Width of the arms horizontally ex-
Male. 25 years. tended, ......coviveiiiiniiiiiii 4 1
Native Country. 8. Vertex to the beginning of the hairs
Andaman Islands. on the forehead, ,.............. ..... 0 4%
4. Vertex to the orbit, .................. 0 73
5. Vertex nnder the nose, ............... 0 94
6. Vertex to the mouth, .......... ....... 0 103
7. Vertex under the chin (the head), ... 1 %
8. Circumference round the frontal si-
DHSES, tevveieiiiriiniieenceieananns 1 8§
9, Vertex to the clavicala, ............... 1 2%
10. Diameter of the head by the bemples, 0 6§
11. Antero-posterior diameter of thehead, 0 7}
12, Interior distance of the eyes, ......... 0 11
13. Exterior distance of the eyes, ... ..... 0 44
14. Length of the mouth, .................. 0 28
15. Length of theear, ................ . 0 2}
16. Length of the band, ..................... 0 6%
17. Length of the foot, ..................... 0 9
18. Breadth of the hand, .................. 0 38
19. Breadth of the foot, ..................... 0 3¢
20, From the ground to the middle of the"
patalla, ........coooviiiiiiiiiniaees 1 4%
21. Diameter by the acromion apophysm, T 13
22. Length of the arm from the acromion
PrOCESS, cuvninrniviicariennincinnenins 1 .63
23. From the ground to the trochanter, 2 61
24. Circomference round the calf; ....,.... 0 102
25. Circunasference round the knee, cesee 1 0%
26. Distance of the malar bones, ......... 0 5%
27. Breadth of the nose,.........c........... 0 1%

Two of the unfortunate savages killed in our encounter at
South Reef Island, whose bodies were brought on board the
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Steamer, exhibited the same characteristics as their captured
comrade. They were more robust, but of about the same
height, and in all respects corresponded with the Iegrilloes of
Ethnologists.

The phofographs taken in Calcutta were sent to Baron Alex-
ander von Humboldt, by whom the individual was declared to
belong to the type above mentioned.

Of the vocabulary of the Andaman language published by
Colebrooke, and reproduced in this brochure, not a single
syllable was intelligible to the savage brought to Calcutta.

Of the Malayan, Burmese, Chinese, and other Eastcrn
tongues he seemed to be equally ignorant, nor did he compre-
hend a word of the several African dialects spoken by the See-
dies in the service of the Peninsular and Oriental Company with
whom he was confronted. The most simple terms'were em-
ployed, such as the expressions signifying fire, water, food,
eyes, nose, mouth, head and hafhd, hunger and thirst: buat in
vain, He himself applied distinctive terms to all, from which
he never varied. They did not correspond with any known
written or spoken language, which could be brought to bear
upon him.

He unfortunately sickened so rapidly and unexpectedly, as
to afford no time to prepare a vocabulary of those terms which
he was in the habit of using daily, to designate objects present-
ed to him, and to make known his wants.

His, imitative powers were greaf, he rapidly learnt to dress
and wash, and always behaved with propriety and decorum.

He exhibited great tenderness towards, and affection for

young infants, whom he caressed with as much gentleness as the
most civilized being could have shewn.
"* When his- own photograph was shewn to him, he laughed
heartily at it, and called it Jac#, the name by which he was
himself known. He never turned a picture upside down, and
always looked behind it to see the remainder-of the figure..
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His mode of salutition was to take the hand of the person
whom he addressed, and to blow upon it, humming a sound
like ook, prolonged for some secqnds, and uttered in a cooing
tone.

With the use of tobacco he was evidently unacquainted, and
the first quid given to him by a sailor he swallowed, without
apparent nausea or distress of any kind. I would not permit
the experiment to be repeated.

He mounted stairs with a good deal of dread, and an evident
feeling of insecurity and wonder.

He had the short, quick, chuckling, joyous laugh of the
Negro races, and, when not sick, was always good hgmoured.

He went to 'sleep at sunset, and arose at sunrise, with the
utmost regularity, and, until he lost his health, never slept
during the day.

In mending and making nets, in fastening on the iron
barbs of arrows, and in the use of his native adze he was
clever and handy. He learnt to holy-stone and wash decks,
and always seemed anxious to do something.

As there is undoubtedly occasional communication with the
Andamans by Malays and Burmese, it was surprizing that he
did not understand a word of Malayan or Burmese, or appear
as if he had ever seen such people before.

Of the existence of cannibalism we found not the remotest
trace in any form, or in any of the many localities explored.

Since the re-occupation of Port Blair, several of the convicts
have been killed by the Andamaners, but in no single instance
do the bodies or any part of them appear to have been devoured.

The late Mr. Piddington mentioned to me that, some thirty
years since, he was anchored off Landfall Islands, and seeing a
large fire on a sandy beach, with a number of savages around,
Le landed with an armed party, after dusk, The savages fled
on his approach, and he found a human body on the fire, too
much charred for identification, and apparently undergoing.
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cremation. It could not have been intended for food, as it
was nearly reduced to a cinder, and quite unfitted for a can-
nibal banquet.

If they ever resort to human flesh, which I very much doubt,
it can only be under the pressure of extreme hunger.

The only commercial purpose for which the islands would
seem to have been frequented, heretofore, was for the bdecke de
mer, or Holothuria, abundant on every reef, and for the edible
nests, which we found in some of the caves visited.

In most of the cances captured, we found a considerable
quantity of dammer, in some cases made into torches.

With the exception of their bows and arrows, canoes, nets,
paddles, a twisted cord which they wear round-the waist, nails
beaten into thin knife blades, and an adze, we found no manu-
factured article of any sort.

Their arrows were barbed with iron with much ipgenuity,
and were truly formidable weapons ; earrying straight, and with
considerable force to a distance of forty yards. Beyond this,
they were innocuous, and in no single instance did we find
them to be poisoned.

In the excavation of their canoes they now use an adZ,
and do not scoop them out with fire, as appears formerly to
bave been the case.

In their villages, which usually enclose an open central
space, was invariably one but, built and roofed in with much
more care and attention than the remainder. It was generally
richer in pigs’ and turtle sculls, was square in form, and was
most probably the abode of the head man of the party. In all
the instances in which we came in contact with them, there was
evidently a local chief whom the rest obeyed, and from whom
they obtained their orders to fight or run away. At Craggy
Island, the commander brandished a formidable looking spear,
and was followed by a henchman, who carried his bows and
ATTOWS.



XV

They are evidently a bold, hardy, cralty race, extremely ac-
tive, possessing many of the qualities of the African type, and
susceptible, under the influence of civilization, of becoming an
intelligent and an industrious population.

It was my intention to have embodied in this preface a con-
densed account of such shipwrecks on the Andamans as have
occurred of late years, and of which I believed that authentic
particulars were procurable.

In this I have been entirely disappointed. No information
of any kind is procurable even of the singular wreck of the Bri-
ton and Runnymede, with portions of H. M.’s 50th and 80th
Regiments on board. It occurred a few years since,-and many
of the survivors are probably now alive. It was doubtless offi-
cially reported to the Government at the time, yet not a trace
of such record can be found. A diligent scrutiny of the news-
papers ofgthe time might possibly have exhumed some parti-
culars ; but for this T have not the necessary leisure. The place
of the wreck on one of the islands of the Archipelago is indi-
cated on the Chart prepared by Lieut. J. A. Heathcote, who
accompanied the expedition.

"On the same Chart is contained the track pursued by the
Committee in their examination of the Coast.

Since tbe re-occupation of Port Blair as a convict settlement,
Ross Island, Chatham Island, and a portion of Viper Island
have been cleared and occupied. Great sickness, as might have
been expected, has occurred among the convicts and all who
lived on the newly cleared grounds. The diseases are appar-
ently identical in character, intensity and mortaﬁty, with those
which followed the early occupation of Arracan, In the Terai
of Bengal and Behar, newly cleared lands are not deemed
habitable for a couple of years after they have been prepared
for cultivation. The inhabitants of such places invariably sleep
on muchauns raised high above the ground.

It is somewhat singular that in the .year 1858, the sickness
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and mortality among the Bengal and Behar convicts at Akyab,

have been nearly as great, and of identically the same type as-
at Port Blair. Fevers, diarrhceas, and low forms of ulcer,

‘degenerating into gangrenous sores, committed as great havoc in

the old settlement, as they have done in the new,

In some of the sickly years in Arracan, the mortality among
sepoys, well paid, well fed, and suffering from none of the
depressing agencies which render rebels and mutineers an easy
prey to malaria amounted to seventy-five per cent.

Natives of India bear transplantation badly in all circum-
stances, and, as prisoners, have lost heart and hope, and suc-
cumb without a struggle.

In our expedition, the means taken to prevent sickness were
to dissolve a grain of quinine in every man’s coffee before he
started in the morning ; to see that each individual had a fit
covering for the head; and to prevent any one sleepigg on the
shore between sunset and sunrise.

The land at Port Blair has been found singularly fertile.
Water is tolerably abundant, and I have little donbt that, in a
few years, the settlement will be as healthy as Singapore and
Penang, and more healthy than Arracan, or our own Sunder-
bunds.

The savages do not seem to have fraternized with the Sepoys,
nor have they hitherto become more amicable than we found
them.

The few runaways whom they have spared and treated with
kindness, nge a singular account of their manners and habits,
but their descrlptlons do not appear to me to be sufficiently
trustworthy, to be accepted without corroboration. In one in-
stance, they burnt the clothes of the deserter, and shaved his
head with a piece of bottle glass. While the men were absent
fishing, he was carefully guarded by the women, to prevent his
escape. On his return, he represented his captors to be a good
humoured race, who had treated him kindly,
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To guard against surprize, the exploring parties were always
protected by an advanced and flank guard, and the charge of
the rear guard to keep open our communication and to prevent
our being cut off, was invariably entrusted to a careful officer.
The movements of the savages were so stealthy and cautious,
and the jungle so dense, that the earliest intimation of their
presence was usually an arrow fired at an incautious or expos-
ed member of the party. By never relaxing our precautions,
we brought the whole of our party back in safety, and accom-
plished our perilous task with as little damage to our implaca-
ble opponents, as it was possible to inflict, to punish “their ag-
gressions upon us.

Of the courage and good conduct of our Naval Guard, and
of the European Crew of the Plufo, it is impossible to speak in
too high terms. They had ndt been thoroughly trained to act
together, and were, therefore, occasionally wanting in discipline.
But, we experienced no difficulty in preventing unnecessary
bloodshed, and in #opping firing the moment aggression had
ceased.

Our expedition was not marred by a single act of wanton
cruelty. ;

The notes of Drs. Playfair and Von Liebig on Barren Island
are extremely interesting as throwing light upon the actual
state of one of the most singular volcanoes in existence.

This will be found to differ considerably from the pre-exist-
ing published accounts, as-contained in the writings of the
highest authorities on the subject.

The photograph of the cone was taken by Monsieur Mallitte
who accompanied the expedition as photographer.

The drawings and plans of the island are by Dr. Playfair.

Frep. J. Movuar,
Inspector General of Jails,
late President, Andamgn Commiltee.
Fort William, May 1st, 1859,
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THE

ANDAMAN ISLANDS.

HOME DEPARTHMENT.

JUDICIAL.

No. 3 or 1838.

(19th January.)
To
Tae HONORABLE rae COURT or DIRECTORS
or Tue EAST INDIA COMPANY.
Hon’BLE Sigs,

Wire advertence to the 6th paragraph of your Honorable
Court’s Despatch No. 24 of 1857, dated the 8th April, and to our letter
No. 2 of 1858, dated the 7th January, we have the honor to state for
your Honorable Court’s information, that on the 20th Noyvember last
we appointed a Committee, composed of Dr. F. J. Mouat, the Inspector
of Jailsin the Lower Provinces, Assistant Surgeon G. R. Playfair, M. D.
and Lieutenant J. A. Heathcote of the Indian Nary, to examine the
Andaman Group of Islands, with a view to the selection of a site for
the establishment of a Penal Settlement for the reception, in the first
instance, of Mutineers, Deserters, and Rebels, sentenced to imprison.
ment in banishment, and eventually for the reception of ell Convicts
under sentence of transportation whom for any reason it may not be
thought expedient to send to the Straits Settlements or to the Tenas-
serim Provinces.

2. We enclose a copy of the instructions which we gave the Com-

mittee,
B
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3. The Committee left Calcutta on the 23rd November last, in the
Hon’ble Company’s Steam Vessel Semiramis for Monlmein, whence
they proceeded in the Plufo, to the Andamans, arriving there on the
11th December following. They have now returned to Calcutta, and we
have the honor to forward for your Hon’ble Court’s information, a copy
of the ahle, useful, and interesting report which they have suhmitted to
us, |

4. In accordance with the recommendation of the Committee, we
have selected the “ Old Harbour”” henceforward to be distinguished by
the name of “Port Blair,” as the locality of the proposed Penal Scttle-
ment ; and we have directed Captain H, Man, the Exccutive Engineer
and Superintendent of Convicts at Moulmein, to proceed at once to the
spot with all the means necessary for clearing a site, and otherwise pre-
paring for the reception of the Convicts.

5. Captain Man has been instructed, as a preliminary step, to
re-take formal possession of the Andaman Group, with the view of
avoiding any doubt or difficulty that may arise from the circumstance of
their having been deserted in 1796.

6. A copy of our proceedings on the report of the Andaman
Comnmittee is also enclosed for yoar Hon’ble Court’s information.

We have the honor to be,
Hon’BLE Stnrs,
Your most faithful humble Scrvants,

(Signed) < CANNING.

» J. DOKIN.
» J. LOW.
” B. PEACOCK.

Forr WiLLiawm, }
The 19¢h January, 1858,
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No. 2136.

Frou

C. BEADON, Esquine,

Secretary to the Government of India.

To

F. J. MOUAT, Esquize, M. D,

G. R. PLAYFAIR, Eseuizg, M. D,,

Lizur. J. A. HEATHCOTE, I. N,

Dated the 20th November, 1857.

GENTLEMEN,

Howe Dger. I am directed to inform you that the Right
Ilonorable the Governor General in Council has been pleased to appoint
you to be a Committee to examine the shores of the Andaman Group
of Islands, and select the hest site which may be found there for the
establishment of a penal settlement.

2. The first requisites of such a settlement ave a secure and ac-
cessible harbour, abundance of wood and water, a healthy situation for
a jail and convict lines, and considerable extent of country in the vici-
nity fit for clearance and cultivation. It is desirable also that the Jail
shounld, if possible, be located on an islet, separated from the main island
by a channel affording safe anchorage for vessels of light draught, and
too wide for any convict to attempt fo cross by swimming. By this
means it would be more easy to maintain an entire separation between
convicts kept in close confinement and those to whom séme degree of
hberty is allowed.

3. Dr. Mouat will be President of the Commitiee, and in geuneral
charge of the expedition. His attention will be more particularly given
to matters connected with the enquiry, with which his duties as Inspeca
tor of Jails in Bengal have made him familiar. The medical and scien-
tific duties of the expedition will devolve upon Dr. Playfair. And those
connected with the survey of the coast and the harbours will be attended
to by Licutenant Heathcote. Lieutenant Heathcote will understand
that a minute or detailed survey is not required : it will be sufficient to
ascertain the general features of the channels or anchorages. But the
Governor General in Council does not doubt that the Members of the
Committee will communicate freely with each other, and be able to
submit the result of their investigations in a combined report,

B2
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4. The Committee are to proceed to Moulmein on the Ilon’ble
Company’s Steam Frigate Semiramis, which will leave Calcutta on
Monday uvext, the 23rd instant. At Moulmein the Hon’ble Company’s
Steam Vessel Pluto will be placed at the disposal of the Committee, and
in her they will proceed to the Andamans, taking such course as, under
all circumstances, may appear most advisable. Having completed their
enquiries, the Committee can either return to Calcutta direct in the
Pluto, or find their way back in any other way that may seem prefer-
able.

5. The Committee should not separate till their report is com-
plete, and this His Lordship in Council trusts will not be later than
the middle of January. The value of the report will be greatly
enhanced if it be accompanied by Photographic views of the various
sites reported on,

6. The Committee should be accompanied to the Andamans by a
staall guard of Europeans, which can be furnished from among the men
of the Indian Navy by the Senior Naval Officer.

7. All the information in the possession of the Government
relating to the Andaman Islands will be placed at the disposal of the
Committee.

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) C. BEADON,
Secy. to the Govl. of India.

FroM

Tae ANDAMAN COMMITTEE,
To

C. BEADON, Esquire,

Secy. to the Govt. of India,
Home DerartMENT,
Dated Port Andaman, the 1st January, 1858,
Sin,

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,
No. 2436, dated the 20th November, 1857, intimating that the Right
Hon’ble the Governor General in Council had been pleased to appoint us
to be aCommittee to examine the shores of the Andaman group of Islands,
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and to select the best site that may be found for the establishment of a
Penal Settlement.

2. The requisites for such a settlement were pointed out, and we
were directed to proceed on the Honorable Company’s Steam Frigate
Semiramis to Moulmein, where the Steamer Pluto was to be placed at
our disposal for the purpose of conveying us to the scene of our labours.

3. We accordingly embarked on the Semiramis on Monday the
23rd of November, and rcached Moulmein on the afternoon of Tuesday
the 1st of December, 1857. The Pluato was at that time absent, but re-
turned on Friday the 4th, and was prepared for sea with all possible
dispatch.

4. To protect our party when engaged in exploring, Captain
Campbell, Indian Navy, commanding the Semi-
ramis, placed at the disposal of the Committee, an
Officer and twenty European Seamen from his Crew.

To enable us to penetrate the dense jungle which was said, and
which we found, to cover the Aundamans, the
Officiating Commissioner of Moulmein, Major A.
Fytche, sanctioned the temporary transfer of twelve short term Bur-
mese Convicts accustomed to forests, with a guard of three Convict
Peons. Without the aid of these men we cculd have made no progress
in the examination of the coast. Major I'ytche also made over to us
the boring instrument in store at Moulmein, and Captain Man, the
Superintendent of the Convict Establishment, taught the prisoners the
use of that important instrument prior to our departure.

5. Thus armed and equipped, we left Moalmein on the morning of

Departure from Moul- Tuesday the 8th of Deccmber, and anchored in
e Port Cornwallis at 8§ a. M. of Friday the 11th of
the same month.

6. Our object in first visiting the old settlemient was to ascertain
by personal examination the causes of its extreme
unhealthiness, to guide us in our investigation into
the other localities likely to possess sites suitable for a Penal Settle-
ment.

7." We do not deem it necessary to furnish a detailed description
of this magnificent barbour, and the Islands enclosed within it. The
survey of Lieutenant Blair was found to be generally accurate, and,

European Guards,

Convict Pioneers.

Port Cornwallis.
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with the exception hereinafter noted, the place seems to have undergone
no material change since the abandonment of the settlement in 1796, for
reasons which are contained in the records of the Government of India.

8. We landed on the North-East corner of Chatham Island, where
all that could be found of the old settlement was lying on the beach, in
the form of detached fragments of a substantial brick building.

9. The rear wall only was standing, and contained a door and two
windows. The remainder of so much of the house as had not been
destroyed by the encroachment of the sea, which in this spot must have
advanced some 40 or 50 feet, was strewed with large pieces of masonry
and brickwork, on the beach. The brickwork, cemented with shell lime
was of excellent quality, which was shown by the retention of the form
of the arches that had fallen. The masonry had been detached in
masses by the vegetation growing in fissures which had probably been
caused by the action of the sea. The detached bricks, which were
scattered over a space of some 200 yards, had been rounded by the same
agency.

10. A small mound, about 100 feet in height, was immediately
behind, and to the South West of the building. Rounded fragments of
masonry which had probably formed the basement of a pillar were found
at the foof of the hill, on the crest of which were layers of small bricks
imbedded: in the roots of the trees. No inscriptions, wells, or other in-
dications of the existence of a settlement could be found, owing to the
perfect impenetrability of the jungle. A few cocoanut trees, palms, and
acacias, and a number of larger trees not identified, covered the Island.
Two small water courses were seen, one on its Nothern, the other on
its Western aspect, ‘

11. Onits South-Western side is an extensive mud bay, dry in
spring tides, with broad belts of mangrove, and low flat country on the
opposite shore in the same direction.

12. The only sea breeze that could reach the Island is the North-
East wind, and that could have blown over but a small portion of its
Nothern aspett.

13. It thus appears to have been ill-selected as a site for a settle-
ment, two- th,\rds of its own shore being fringed with a dense belt of
Manvrove and the prevailing winds during the greater part of the year,
at its most unhealthy season, blowing over the swamp surrounding the
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Island. Couditions more certainly calculated to secure the largest
measure of unhbealthiness, it would be difficult to find.

14. Photographic views were taken of the remains of the settle-
ment, and of some native fishing hats in its immediate vicinity.

13. Of the savages themselves nothing was seen, although huts
and other indications of their proximity and recent ptesence, were
found on the main land, in a Bay on the North side of the Port.

16. The results of our intercourse with the Natives will be men-
tioned in a separate section.

17. On leaving Port Cornwallis we steered to Craggy Island, a
few miles to the Southward, for the purpose of
ascertaining if it were practicable to mount the
Saddle Hill, the highest point of the Islands, in order to obtain some
idea of the interior of the Great Andaman.

18. Upon a near examination of the spot, we considered it to be
impracticable in the time, and with the means at our disposal—so the
project was abandoned. At this point we first came in coatact with the
inhabitants, as will be mentioned hereinafter.

19. We then proceeded to Sound Island, as
the next locality on the East Coast, affording pro.
mise of an eligible site.

20. We steamed through Stewart’s Sound, and right round the
island which is of an irregular quadrilateral form, forming one side of a
large land-locked bay, accessible at all seasons to vessels of every class,
The island appeared to consist of ridges of high land running through
it in all directions, and prolonged in spurs to the poiuts of the bays
indenting its margin. It was fringed with belts of mangrove, and
surrounded by coral reefs, with occasional fine sandy beaches.

21. Towards the South-Western extremity is a horse shoe shaped
harbour, nearly three quarters of a mile in depth and rather more than
half a mile across, the shores of which we spent two days in exploring.
On the Northern and Eastern aspects it is skirted by coral banks and
rocks, but iu the rest of its extent, it has good anchorage ground for
large ships.

22. The ridge surrounding it rises to a height of about 120 feet,

and we found the jungle and underwood much less tangled and dense
than on Chatham JIsland.

Craggy Island.

Sound Island.
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23. The ridges also contained small plateausx of level ground, with
good drainage, and sufficient in extent to form a very large settlement,
with an abundance of clay and coral for building purposes, and a rich
soil for cultivation.

24. But, it was deficient in water, appearing to possess only
the moisture resulting from surface drainage, without a running rill of
even the smallest dimensions in any direction that was examined for a
mile and-a-half. Attempts to dig and bore, the latter to a depth of
eleven feet, failed to procure water.

25. There was also a deficiency of forest trees fit for building
purposes,

26. For these reasoms, it does not seem to us to be a desirable
place for a settlement of any kind. There was no point from which a
photographic view, calculated to show its characters, could be obtained.

27. In addition to local deficiencies and probable sources of
disease from the belt of mangrove encircling it in all directions, in at-
tempting to ascertain the existence of a navigable Strait between the
Northern and middle Andaman, we discovered an extensive tract of the
worst description of Sunderbund, ending in putrid shallows, apparently
running towards the interior of the island, and sufficient to poison any
place lying within the influence of the winds blowing over it. .

28. The ascertainment of the existence of a passage, which had
been left undetermined by Lientenant Blair, was a question of some
interest—as in the event of its furnishing a safe and ready access to
Interview Island from the Eastern Coast, it might have led to the occu-
pation of that great island, had it contained the other conditions essen-
tial to the formation of a settlement. The extent of the pestilential
Sunderbund was not ascertained; but that no navigable passage existed
and that any settlement in its vicinity would be undesirable, were fairly
established.

29. Having finished this work, we again steered to the South-
ward, towards the Andaman Archipelago, a large
cluster of Islands on the Eastern Coast.

30. The main land was bold, with high undulating hills, and more
free from mangrove than any portion of the islands yet seen Ly us.

81. We passed round two sides of Long Island to the hay lying
between it and the shore of the Great Andaman, but as no indicatious

Andaman Archipelago,
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of running streams were seen, as the island itself was low, and as the
opposite shore was skirted with a thick belt of mangrove, we did not
consider it worth while to waste any time in landing to explore a place
so obviously unsuitable.

32. The remaining islands of the Archipelago we did not look at.
Most of them were low, the absence of safe ports was patent, and the
navigation too dangerous and too intricate to permit of their being occu-
pied as a penal settlement, according to the instructions laid down for
our guidance. Even had some of the larger islands proved eligible in
themselves, they would not have allowed of sufficient subsequent exten-
sion to permit of their occupation on an extended scale, with reference
to the amount of ‘culturable land near the settlement.

33. Being within a few miles of Barren Island at this point, and
considering that it was desirable to neutralize any
possible bad effects from the very unwholesome
places we had recently examined, we resolved to visit and explore that
interesting Volcano.

34. We accordingly steered for it on the evening of the 17th,
and reached it at 4 on the morning of the 18th. We spent a few hours
in examining it and some of our party ascended the cone, and saw the
crater, which is still smouldering. 1t has apparently changed in sowe
of its physical features since it was last described, but as these are
foreign to the object of our mission, they are recorded in a separate re-
port by Dr. Playfair. ’

35. The only fact of sufficient political importance to place on re-
cord regarding it, is, that it contains little Sulphur, and that little too
inaccessible to be worked with advantage.

36. We returned to the Andamans on the same evening, so that
the expedition cost only an expendjture of a few hours of time.

87. On the morning of the 19th of December we anchored
abreast of Chatham Island in Old Harbour, the
site of Blair's first settlement, and as its original
occupation had proved continuously healthy, we devoted four days to a
very minute apd careful exploration of the islands in and at the mouth
of the harbour, and of the adjacent main land.

88. The minute and’ excellent survey of Lieutenant Blair ‘made
in 1789, we found to be a most nscful and trustworthy guide to the

c

Barren Island.

Old Harbour.
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chief physical features of the place, which can have undergone no ma-
terial change in the long interval which has elapsed.

£9. Nearly every trace of the original setilement on Chatham
I<land has been entirely eflaced. A few bricks and tiles, and a rongh stone
jetty were the only relics of its former occupation. The Island is small
—about 600 yards in length by 150 in breadth, with undulating ground,
and a good soil covered with vegetation, in which are a few large forest
trees. There was no indication of fresh water anywhere, but, on boring
near the foot of a mound at the North end of the islet, it was found in a
clay bed at the depth of twelve feet, and it instantly rose to within five
feet of the surface of the artesian well.

40, The small strait intervening between the islet and the south
ern shore of the harbour is shallow, with a rocky bottom, being a con-
tinuation of Blair’s reef. The water evidently came, therefore, from
that side, where it was subsequently discovered in abundance.

41. The North shore is high, rising abraptly nearly 300 feet,
with ledges of cultivable land on its southern aspect. The ridges are
formed of sandstone, which was fouud to contain several water-courses,
two of which are mentioned by Blair, and to abound in bamboo, caue,
rattan, and a sufficiency of large forest trees for building purposes.
Good clay for bricks is abundant, and the supply of sandstone for build-
ing inexhaustible, for piers, jetties, the metalling of roads, and any other
purpose that may he needed. The coral reefs in the more exposed bays
would furnish an unlimited stock of fine lime. Further, limestone of
the finest quality is procurable on a promontory about a day’s sail from
Old Harbour, and a few miles to the North of Long Island. The
luxuriance of the vegetation, and its great variety may be assumed to be
good proof of the fertility of the soil, especially when brought uunder
regular cultivation.

42%. The rocks bordering it abound in oysters and other shell-fish,
and the harbour itself, being quite open to the East with a tidal flux
and reflux, will doubtless prove a rich fishery. '

43. The belt of mangrove bordering this side of the portis not
very extended, and could scarcely prove a source of disease to any settle-
ment on the southern and western slopes of the hills. They could,
moreover, be cleared away without much difficulty.

44, The land at the western end of the bay is also clevated, sup-
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plied with fresh water, and seems to be very much of the same character
as that of tlie northern side.

45, Mangrove Bay we did not examine, as, although it probably
leads to a Suuderbund, its position in the North-West corner of the
Larbour is such as to remove it from the cour<e of the prevailing mon-
soous, and thus to prevent its becoming a source of unhealthiness to the
settlement.

46. 1f bunded s0 as to shut out the sea, the extreme rise of which
is only seven feet, it can doubtless be reclaimed hereafter, and form
good rice land, as at Kyouk Phyoo in the Island of Ramree on the coast
of Aracan, which has been rendered both healthy and productive, by an
embankment of the nature referred to.

47. The land on the southern aspect of the harbour is lower, even
more plentifully supplied with water, and from the character of its dense
and ‘multiform vegetation seems to possess a richer and more promising
soil. Among the plants identified were a few cocoanut trees, a thatch-
ing palm, some varieties of acacia, tree ferns, the bamboo, the rattan,
the cane, and others not necessary to record.

48. In many places, particularly where directly exposed to the
sea, there is little or no mangrove skirting it.

49. Ross Island at the entrance of the harbour is § of a mile long
by { mile at its broadest part, is low on the western side, gradually ris.
ing to an elevation of about GO feet on its castern shore, the rock being
sandstone. It acts as a breakwater against the North-East Monsoon,
and appears from the hospital having been placed there formerly, to
have been used as a sanitariun, for which purpose it seems to us to be
well adapted. It is bounded by smooth rocks on its sea face, and contains
large forest trees, with vigorous and not very rask under vegetation.

50. We found uo fresh water on it, and no vestige of its furmer oc-
cupation ; but, from the character of the adjacent land aud the shallowness
of the Bay sep wrating it from the main land to the southward, we have
no doubt that boring would have found it. It is more than probable
that when the early hospital existed on it, the supply of water was
obtained from a well, but on this and many other points of interest and
importance, the precis furnished to the Committee affords no informa-
tion whatever. The origiual report of Licutenant Blair most probably
coutains it,



51. The Committee are not aware of any physical indications by
which the healthiness of an uncleared locality can be absolately predi-
cated ; but, so far as ordinary experience can be accepted as a safe guide,
Old Harbour seems to afford fair promise of proving as healthy as any
loéality similarly situated in a tropical region.

52. 1ts means of drainage are ample and most efficient ; the removal
of all effete matter beyond the reach of causing mischief will be easy;
and any possible existent tracts of marsh land, do not lie in the direction
of the prevailing winds.

53. We are, therefore, of opinion that, as a small portion of it,
Chatham Island, proved continuously healthy during the time it was
occupied sixty years since; with ordinary care in the construction of
buildings, and strict attention to conservancy arrangements, a more
extended and permanent settlement will prove equally salubrious.

54. Making due allowance for its bigher latitude, from its simi-
larity to certain parts of the East Coast of Ceylon, and from its Jocal
peculiarities, we are of opinion that economic plants, such as the cocoa-
nat, the bread fruit tree, the plaintain, the sugar cane, and the date
palm, would certainly flourish here. Of useful plants, the bamboo,
rattan, thatching palms, and most of the timber trees that bear ex-
posure to sea air, would also grow well with a little care in cultivation.

55. Itis not improbable that many tropical fruit trees of great
value, such as the Mangostein, the Leechee, the Loquat, and others
could also be naturalized without much difficulty.

_b6. Grasses would also grow for pasturage, but they would pro-
bably be somewhat rauk and coarse.

57. From Old Harbour we steered again to the Southward to

Rutland snd Cinque Rutland Island. The coast was undulating,
Islands. hilly, without mangrove, and ended in a bold
bluff at the entrance to Macpherson’s Strait. The southern face of the
Great Andaman was fringed with mangrove; but it was not deep, and
could not in any way affect the health of a settlement at Old Harbour.

58. We devoted two days to sailing round Rutland Island, and
the examination of a part of its eastern shore, as well as of oue of the
Cinque Islands in its vicinity. The former is a fiue extensive tract of
land, hilly at ite northern end, well wooded, and flatter in the rest of its
extent. It is apparently well supplied with water, must be’ healthy



(13 )

from its position, and the character of its vegetation renders it probable
that it possesses a fertile soil.

59. The harbour in Macpherson’s Strait is accessible from the
castward at all seasons of the year, and possesses safe anchorage for
vessels of any burthen. Access from the western side would be difficult
and dangerous in the South-West Mousoon; and the whole of that
side of the island exhibited proof of the violence of the weather to which
it is subjected, during a great part of the year.

G0. The north shore of Rutland Island is unfortunately surrounded
by a dense belt of mangrove, rendering it difficult to find a suitable
landing place.

61. It is, therefore, in all respects inferior to Old Harbour for a
settlement ; yet it may become very valuable hereafter, should the
Andamans be colonized.

62. The second of the Cinque Islands would form an excellent
isolated station for very refractory convicts, who needed entire
separation. It is *three miles in length by ome in breadth at the
broadest part, is unusually well supplied with water, and is separated
sufficiently from all other land, to render escape from it next to impos-
sible. 1t is fertile in some parts, and would most likely prove very
bealthy, but scarcely coutamsa sufficiency of land fit for cultivation to
maintain a settlement. Daring the North-East Monsoon it is easily acces-
sible, but approach to it would be somewhat dufficult in the South-West
Monsoon. A landing could always, howeter, be effected at its north
east corner with a little care.

G3. Its distance from Old Harbour being only 24 miles, it could
without much trouble be readily superiutended, visited, and supplied
from that place, if necessary, at all seasons of the year.

6t. We did not exumine the Labyrinth Islands, as they were
evidently unsuitable for convict settlements, being
closely surrounded by reefs, difficult of access, too
close to each other, aud probably not abundantly supplied with water.
They are flat, and covered with dense, lofty, and luxuriant vegetation.
They may prove valuable hereafier, as from their position they must be
Liealihy.

65. Oa procecding northward along the western coast, which near

Discovery of a mew the southward of the Great Andaman is very free
Harbour. from mangrove on its sea face, we found a fine

Lahyrinth Islande.
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spacious harbour not visited or described by Blair, to the south-west of
Old Harbour. The land at its eastern end is withiu two miles of the
western extremity of Old Harbour. It is surrounded by a narrow belt
of mangrove which is so placed as not to be able to affect injuriously the
health of any settlement in Old Harbour. A short road, little more tha®
two ruiles in extent, would liere connect the castern and western shores,
a point of some importance in their future occupation, as by opening up
aud cleuring the intermediate land, a healthy sea breeze could be obtain-
ed during both monsoons.

66. The new harbour is unfortunately accessible only from the
South through the pussage between the Labyrinth Islands, a pavigation
far too difficult and dangerous to be used by vessels in distress during
the South-West Monsoon. Qu attempting to run parallel to the coast
in steering Northward, the coral reefs, which are here very extensive,
were found to be too near the surface to admit of the passage of a vessel
of even such light draft as the Pluto, the water shoaling suddenly {from
8 to 14 fathoms. An attempt to stand to sea in the direction of the
North Centinel failed from the same cause, so we had to return through
the Labyriuth to the southward.

7. We next proceeded to Port Campbell, a very fine harhour,
but at all times difficult of entrance or exit, on
account of the direction and extreme narrowness
of the deep water chaunel at its mouth. It is therefore unsuited for a
settlement, so we did not examine it minutely.

68. After this the Committee proceeded through the strait separat-
ing Middle from South Andaman, to ascertain, if
possible, the physical features of the iuterior of the

Port Campbell,

Middle Strait.

island.

69. The strait was, in the greater part of its extent, bounded by very
deep patches of stunted mangrove, the growth of that plant being evi-
dently checked by the guantity of fresh water that falls into the strait
during the rains. At prescnt they must render all land lying in a north.
easterly direction extremely uuhealthy. If reclaimed, heveaftcr, they
might form rich rice lands.

70. On lcaving the Middle Strait, we again
proceeded Northward to Interview Island, the Jast
place examined by the Comumittee.

Interview Island.,

71, Thisfine Island lying parallel to, and-~ a small distance from



the main land, forms a large and secare harbour open for ingress and
egress st both North and South extremities, but well sheltered fiom the
violence of the South-West Monsoon. It is surrounded by a belt of
mangrove cvery where, except at its southern end, where the land 1s
bigher and more healthy loohing. It is covered with dense vegctation,
.and seemed to be well watered. In all its other characters, it bears a
strong resemblance to the remaining islands on the western shore being
little elevated, and bearing evident marks of the exposure to the violence
of the elements to which they are subjected in the South-West Mon-
soon.

72. It is more thickly pecpled than most parts of the Coast, but
appears to share the general deficiency of animal hfe remarked in the
whole group.

73. It may prove a valuable settlement hereafter, and from its free
exposure to the sea in the greater part of its extent, would most likely be
bealthy ; but it is, in all essentials, so manifestly inferior to Old Harbour,
that a very minute examination of it was deemed unnecessary.

74, Landfall Island and the Cocos were not explored. The former
Landfall Tsland and the ©Ouly was looked at, but as both of them are too
Cocos. directly in the track of commerce, and are deficient
in harbours, they are evidently not suited for couvict settlements; no
time was, therefore, wasted in exploring them.

75. The land on the northern part of the western shore is every

General appearance of where much lower than the correspouding portions
Western Coast. of the eastern coast.

76. An attempt to approach the opening in the western end of the
strait supposed to exist between the Northern and Middle Andamans,
failed, the steamer grounding on a coral bank at a distance of two miles
from the entrance. As the strait, in these circumstances, is utterly
useless for the purposes of navigation, no further time was spent in ex-
ploring 1t.

77. In conclusion the Committee are of opinion that Old Harbour
is the ouly place that possesses the greater number
of therequisites for a Penal Settlement, and they
accordingly recommend its occupation for that purpose, in preference to
any other of the localities visited and examined.

78. They cannot refrain from taking advantage of this opportunity

Old Harbour.
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Tribute to Lieutenant 0 Tecord their admiration of the great judgment
Dlaie. of Lieutenant Blair, in originally selecting that
spot, and of his accuracy as a Hydrographer.

79. They also beg to suggest that, as considerable practical incon-
venience wmay result hereafter from the identity of names in the two
former settlements, that the name of the Old Harbour may be changed
to Port Blair, in honor of that distinguished Officer.

80. 8o little is known of the inhabitants of the Andamans, and

Ethnology of the Anda- that little is so mixed up with fable and fiction, as
mans. to have induced the Committee to pay more than
ordinary attention to all measures calculated to open an amicable inter-
course with them, and to throw light upon their habits and custors.
From first to last they rejected every attempt at conciliation, and either
avoided, or forcibly opposed all attempts to hold communion with them.

81. Traces of them were found ou Chatham Island and the shores
of Port Cornwallis generally, but no native was secn there.

82. The first contact with them occurred at Craggy Island. On
rounding that place to anchor under its shelter, a large party of them
were surprised fishing on a reef running out from the main land, with a
few separated from them on a sandy spit of the island. 'The latter we
conjecture to have been women, and they had a small canoe lying on
the beach. As soon as the steamer had anchored, the Committee landed
in two well-armed boats. The people who had been seen on the islet
had disappeared in the dense jungle which covered it. In the canoe,
which with its contents was left exactly as it was found, beads and look-
ing glasses were placed, and the party immediately re-embarked, to show
the natives that their intentions were frieudly, and free from even the
semblance of hostility.

83. During and previous to the time occupied by this proceeding,
the men on the reef, ten or twelve in number, exhibited every sign of
the most implacable hostility. They gesticulated violently, vociferated,
waved bows and arrows, and one of thiem brandished a spear with a
metallic head, which gleamed brightly in the rays of the setting sun.
Another of them waded to his waist in the sea, howled defiance, and
shot a couple of arrows in the direction of the steamer.

84. They were all naked, and intensely black. They appeared
strong, well built, sturdy men of middle size, and did not exhibit the
smallest fear of us,
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85. We approached to them as close as the sarf on the reef per-
mitted, waving handkerchiefs, and shouting the word Padoe, which is
given in a vocabulary published in the Asiatic Researches by Colebrooke
as signifying Friend in the language of the natives of the Andamans.

86. All was in vain, and as the Committee were most desirous to
avoid collision with them in their angry mood, which might have been
caused by a helief that their women were in danger, the boats were with-
drawn, and pulled to the Southward, to seek a safe landing-place pre-
paratory to searching for sigus of fresh water. Five of the savages ran
along the beach for more than a wmile, ‘and then disappeared in the
jungle.

87. On rounding a point some two miles from the reef, a shelving,
shingle beach was found, on which a landing was effected. There was
a large hut close to it, which was scrupulously respected, and presents
were placed in it. Sentries were posted near the boats to prevent sur-
prise, and the party proceeded Northward along the shore, to look for a
watering-place. The advanced guard had scarcely walked a hundred
yards, when arrows were fired at them from an open patch of jungle.
The attack was immediately repelled by a volley of musketry, which did
no damage, but frightened away the savages, who were not again seen
that evening. As it was getting dusk, it was not deemed prudent td
run any further risk of collision. The party was therefore re-embarked
without further adventure.

88. On the following morning, the canae was found to have been
removed, and for some time no natives were seen. As the steamer was
leaving they reappeared, and repeated their pantomime of hostility and
defiance,

89. Thus ended the first attempt to become acquainted with the
dreaded Anthropophagi.

90. The Committee are particular in relating the incidents con-
pected with their first essay, as the same spirit of conciliation marked
all their efforts, and in every instance in which collision ‘occurred, the
aggressors were the savages.

91. On four occasions they attacked the spproaching party, and
were repelled without Dbloodshed. On two others they disappeared,
leaving their huts with fires still kindled, and their canoes at the merey’
of the Committee. Bows, arroys, nets, and such of their utensils or

D
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weapons as were calculated to throw light upon their custorss, were
taken, their canoes and dwellings were respected, and presents were
inrariably left in them.

92. The last attempt to approach them was the least happy in its
results, and oecurred where an untoward end was least to be expected.

93. It happened at South Reef lsland, near the southern extre-
mity of Interview Ysland. All published accounts of the Andamaus
agret in representing the inhabitants of Interview Island as wore soci-
able. less savage, and more disposed to friendly relatious with strangers,
than those of any other portion of the Andaman group. They have
been described as aiding in discharging the cargoes of wrecked vessels,
and performing qther acts of amity, which led the Committee to believe
that they differed essentially from all others of the aborigines with
whom they had vainly striven to establish friendly relations, and that
their advances would at length be met in the spirit in which they were
offered.

91. After steaming round Interview Island to ascertain its gene-
ral physical characters, the Plufo passed to the Southward of South
Reef 1sland, and had turned again to the North, when a group of natives,
about 30 in number, were observed assembled together on the beach,
gazing quietly at the steamer as she passed. There were seven canoes
lying on the beach, and the party were evidently waiting for low tide to
fish upon the reef.

95. The Committee left the Steamer in the first cutter. The
second cutter followed as a support in ease of need, under the cliarge of
Mr. Cotgrave, Midshipman of the Semiramis,

96. Oun approaching the island, the natives had taken to their
canoes ; the boats followed, and scon gained upon them. All arms were
carefully concealed, and all gestures calculated to alarm the natives were
avoided. When within a hundred yards of them they exhibited bows
and arrows, and began the usual gestures of hostility, exactly as witnessed
on the East coast.

97. Three of their canoes were isolated from the rest. The men
in the first cutter ceased rowing, and the boat drifted guictly towards
them. Handkerchiefs were waved, presents were held up and shown,
the shiboleth, Padoo, was shouted, and no act of hostility was committed
by any one in the cutter.
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98. The leading canoe was seen to be gradually edging away and
when within about fifteen yards of us, the men in all the canoes
simultaneously started wp, aud discharged a flight of arrows at the first
cutter, with cousiderable force and preasion. Ideutenant Heatheote, a
seaman, and Dr. Mouat’s jemadar were struck with arrows in the first
cutter, and cue maun was wounded in the same manner in the second
catter, which had come up by this time. As the savages were well
supplied with arvews, and were abont to repeat their aggression, the
Committee opened fire upon thewa. Three of them were shot dead, and
the rest abaudoned their canoes te swim to the shore, which the greater
number of them were seen to reach in safety. The moment the natives
were unable to continue the action, the cutier’s crew were ordered to
cease firing, and no pursuit was atterapted, as the savages were considered
to have been sufficiently punished for their aggression.

99. One of the natives, when in the water, seized a strap thrown
to him from the sccond cutter, and was taken on bhoard, The Com-
mittee deliberated anxiously as to the disposal of this man, whether to
release, or to carry him to Calcutta. They ultimately decided on the
latter course as the one required by the interests of humanity, although
attended with hardship to the individual, until ke can be instructed
sufficiently to know the reasons which led to his removal from his
country and his kindred.

100. In the future occupatiomn of the Andamans it is of the
utmost importanee to the wretched outcasts occupying its shores, that
the means of communicating with them should exist. They are at
present cither so savage or so ignorant as to regard all new-comers as
eneinies, to resist all attempts at intercourse as aggressions, and to put
themselves out of the pale of humanity by the violenece and mistrust of
their proceedings. .The contact with civilization in such circumstances
can ouly end in their destruction, whereas if they can be persuaded that ng
harm is intended to them, it is not visionary to hope that the means of
reclaiming and restoring them to a place in the human family which they
do not now occupy, ray be found.

101. It may also be the means of saving the lives of those who may
hereafter be cast away on their dreaded and inhospitable shores, should
the savages be taught, that to treat them kindly will be rewarded, while
marder and violence will meet with the most certain, swift, and stern
punishment,
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102. To ascertain their manners and castoms, and to establish their
identity with any existing portion of the Negro race, to which they
clearly belong, would solve the mystery of ages, and lead to a knowledge
of the probable manner in which Asiatic Tslands came to be occupied by
an African people.

103. To gain some knowledge of recent shipwrecks and what has
become of the unfortunate cast-aways is also of the deepest interest, and
may lead to the rescue of any unfortunate individuals who may be in
captivity among them, should such exist. This is by no means impro-
bable, as we have every reasen to doubt that the savages are cannibals,
and found evidence that shipwrecks are not wncommon on these islands.

104. All these objects can only be accomplished through the
instrumentality of a native of the islands, old enough to be acquainted
with their manners, customs, language, and traditions, if any exist, and
not too old to be beyond the reach of instruction. To himself, the
shock of the severance of his ties and associations once past, the end can
only be one of advantage, in rescuing him from a precarious existence in
the lowest scale of humanity, and in rendering him the instrument of
much probable future good to his own race.

105. TFor these reasous, the Committee venture earnestly to hope
that their procecdings will meet with the approval of the Right Honor-
able the Governor General of India in Council, and that steps will be
taken to train and educate the individual referred to, so asto gain a
knowledge of his language, and to send him back to the Andamans to be
the means of communication between the settlement and the inhabi-
tants. )

106. The identity in the construction of their huts and implements
of all kinds, in the making and management of their canoes, and in their
habits so far as they could be learnt from the little the Committee were

able to sce of them, leads the Committee to believe that the same tribe
occupy the whole of the group examined.

107. They are evidently dwarf Negroes, with all the physical
characters of Africans. They appear not to exceed five feet in height, to
be strong and’ tolerably well built, and all those we saw were in good
condition.

108. They frequent Trecefs and rocks where shell fish exist in
sbundance aud are easily caught. When they have exhausted one
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place, they migrate to another. At Port Campbell, we found one village
recently abandoned, and another in course of construction, the palms
covering the huts being green and fresh. Tlhe latter was within a mile
of the former.

109. In no place did we discover the smallest attempt to cultivate

" the soil, or to penetrate to the interior. The few paths we found were
short in extent and led to water courses: beyond them the primeval
forest was untouched and untrodden by man.

110. Their huts are rude and open on all sides. In general they
consist of four posts, the two anterior being much higher than the two
posterior ones, which are close to the ground. The former varied from
three or four to about ten feet in height. The thatch generally consisted
of a few palm leaves lightly bouud together and overlapping each other.

111. In every village there were one or two huts of larger dimen-
sions, some twelve or fourteen feet square, with well-thatched roofs
plaited on a rattan frame,

112. One quadrangular hut was seen, supported on corner posts,
with the eaves of the thatch within a foot and-a-half of the ground.
Most of the others were quite open in front and at the sides, the rear
being protected by the thatch reaching nearly to the ground.

113. In many of the huts bunches of the skulls of fish, pigs, and
tortoises were hung up. The skulls were variously marked of red color.
Near all the huts were found an abundance of empty shells.

114. The canoes are scooped out of the trunks of trees and vary-
considerably in size., The process must be extremely tedious, as it is
performed by a dwarf adze with a wooden head, in which a small, sharp,
scmicircular blade of iron beaten out, is placed. This is sharpened on a
stone, which.was invariably found with it. The canoes are propelled by
bamboo poles and paddles, the latter consisting of a handle about three
feet and a-half long, with a small blade, either pointed or circular at the
end. Many of them were ornamented by cross lines of red paint.

115. The canoes which put to sea are armed with an outrigger,
very similar to that used by the Cingalese.

116. In the canoes were found small hand-nets, bows, and arrows,
nets containing empty shells, old nails, bits of stone, and similar rubbish.

117. One large strong net, with immense meshes; and singular
floats, was taken. It appears to be used for catching turtle, as it must -
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he too large for any fish under the size of & shark, and not strong
enough to capture the latter. The floais are pieces of wood, four feet in
length, with a sheaf of shavings at the end. The net had stones attach.
ed to it as weights.

118. Their weapons consist of bows and arrows, of two kinds.
One form of bow is flat and gracefully formed, the other much stronger
and rougher.

119. Photographs of all these will be submitted as soon as they
can be taken.

120. The arrows are of several kinds, and generally about four feet
in length. Some of them are of simple, hard pointed wood lct into
a straight reed. Others are pointed with iron aad barbed. Someof
the barbed hcads are attached to the reed by a strong cord waxed and
tied to both the head and shaft of the arrow,

121. 1In some of the buts were found what appear to be shields of
bard red wood, of considerable size, but of which the probable use is not
well determined.

122, They manufacture a tough cord from a strong fibrous bark,
and scoop out blocks of wood for vessels to contain fresh water, The
usual drinking cup is an empty nautilus shell.

123. ,They have small wicker baskets, which are fastened to the
waist when they are fishing, by a coil of strong coarse round cord, of which
three or four folds were seen round their bodies. To the end is attached
a piece of iron beaten into the form of a kuife blade, probably to open
shells.

124. The only vegetable food found in their canoes or halitations
was the fruit of the mangrove, a large leguminous bean, and some wild
spinach. The former is sliced in shreds, and placed to soak in fresh
water in a small, closely woven net. We did not ascertain whetber they
were eaten cooked or raw.

125. 'he inhabitants scen by us were all entircly nahed. The top
of the head and the anterior part of the chest were covercd by a red clay,
which was found hardened in large shells. Their bodies are scarred in
lines by a cutting instrument, being a savage form of tattooing.

126. All lhair is removed from their scalps aud bodics, with the
exception of the upper lip of the men, where a scanty amount of stunted
woolly hair was seen.
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127. No indication of cannibalism was found in counection with
their dwellings, not a hurnan bone or relic of any description being
found, either of their own dead, or of the bodies of the people wrecked
on their coast.

128. The two largest villages seen were on the southern shore of
Old Harbour, the one containing tweaty-two, the other fourteen huts.
In general three or four huts were all that were found together.

129. We Lad no means of estimating even approximately the
probable population of $he Great Andaman, and from the migratory
haluts of the people, it will be difficult to form any accurate couclusion
on the subject. They were in larger numbers on the western, than on
the eastern coast, so far as we could see.

130. The Island called the Great Andaman
Genera} physical cha- . . . . .
racters of the Great An- 18 about 125 miles long, with a breadth varying
daman. from five to sixteen miles.

131. 1Its length runs North and South in.the 93° of East Longi-
tude and between the 11th and 14th parallg]s of North Latitude.

132. Strictly the Great Andaman is formed by three islands
distinguished as North, Middle, and South.

133. The two latter are separated by a strait averaging a quarter
of a mile in breadth and extending for 12 miles North-West and South-
East. It has a considerable depth of water all through, but the eastern
entrance, owing to the presence of a bar, has only a depth of one-and
a-half fathoms. The two former are separated by a labyrinth of narrow
canals meandering through the swamps, but there is no distinct passage
or strait, of which the existence is indicated as probable in Lieutenant
Blair’s chart.

134. Looking at the Great Andaman as one island, a section of it
from East to West would exbibit something of this form.

W . E
The Lighest land wherever scenis on the eastern, and gradually descends
towards its western shore.
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135. The water shed is therefore chiefly towards the West, and
consequently it is on that side of the island that marshy localities will
most probably abound.

186. A section of theisland from North to South shows the exist-
ence of several elevated ridges which all have one characteristic in com-
mon, their highest pointis towards the North and they gradually decrease
in height to the South until they terminate either in low marsh land as
at Andaman Strait, or in undulating land of moderate elevation as to the
south of Old Port Cornwallis.

137. Rutlaud Islznd, which in fact might be looked on as a con-
tinuation of the Great Andaman, has also its high mountain which
gradually sinks towards the South into a succession of low undulating
hills,

188. To the North of Port Corhwallis the island is formed of a
series of low hills, having the usual outline common to trap formations.

139. Immediately to the South from that port, the land rises until,
about 7 miles to the South, it reaches its highest elevation in the Saddle
Mountain, the height of which is 2,400 feet. Itthen gradually deereas-
es for the next 14 miles when the hills terniinate and there iz some extent
of land similar in character to the Sunderbunds, low swamps covered
with mangroves, and intersected by narrow canal-like passages filled or
half empty as the tide rises and falls,

140. A few miles to the South, the land again reaches a consider-
able elevation and retains it for eighteen miles, when it rcsumes a lower
character, but we are unable to say to what extent, as the portion of the
coast opposite the Archipelago was not examined.

141. At the eastern entrance of Middle Strait, hills are again
prominent, become more so a few miles to the South, pass Qld Harbour,
and terminate at Macpherson’s Straits,

142. Of the Geology of the island we have not had sufficicnt
opportunities to warrant any detailed description.

143. Specimens of rocks have been collected from every locality
on which we landed, but it will require some time, and the assistance of
a practical Geologist to arrange and classify them,

J44. In an economical view, the discovery of extensive beds of
silicious sandstone and limestone, is 1mportant, as affording a supply of
materials necessary for a scttlement,
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145. 'The hills throughout the Island are covered from their sum-
mit to their base with luxuriant vegetation, and will supply any amount
of material for building and other purposes. They include Bamboos,
Palms, and Rattans, as well as timber trees.

146. On the East Coast as far South as Long Island, there is a
great deficiency of water; we noticed few runniug streams.

. 147. Tt is probably in consequence of this, that there are so few
birds in that part of the island.

148, At Old Port Cornwallis where water abounds, there werc
numerous birds, but our occupations did not permit of any collection
worthy of note heing made.

149. The only Mammal whose existence we ascertained was the
Pig, their skulls being found suspended in the huts of the savages.

150. Thronghout the expedition we found the ¢ General chart of

the Andamans” by Lieutenant Archibald Blair, (a
mg:d;gg:ﬁghgiat FX:- manuseript copy of which was obtained frora the
damon. Surveyor General’s Office prior to leaving Calent-

ta) of the greatest use. It has always proved a
safe and certain guide to all those parts of the islands which had been
examined by him in detail, and it was only in those spots where his
survey has been less minute that we have found it to be at all defective,
and all these localities have been found to be of such a nature as to be of
no practical utility, either in themselves, or from being beset with dan-
gers which render them so. Thus, we found the strait which connects
Port Andamhn with Steward’s Sound, to be impassable even for a boat at
low water, and the western coast in the parallel of Old Port Cornwallis
is so deeply fringed with coral as to render the fine harbour which was
there discovered, and has been before alluded to, all but useless.

151. But those places which have been attentively surveyed, as
evinced by the fulluess of the detail represented on the chart, such as Old
and New Port Cornwallis, Rutland Island, Port Campbell, &c., we found
to be in exactly the same condition as delineated by Blair nearly 70 years
ago. This was particularly observable in the Middle Strait, where islets of
only 50 yards in length appear in precisely the same state, both as to size
elevation, and position, as that represented by the first surveyor. The
very vegetation upon them would give the idea of its being the growth of
only the last Monsoon, and the only signs of age are the dead stems and
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branches of trees standing amongst the low mangrove, stunted by want
of the free access of the waters of the Ocean.

152, The permanency of the features of this passage is no doubt
attributable in the first place to the hard sandstone formation, which is
prevalent in the neighbourhood, and which forms the foundation of these
1slets, as well as of the points which govern the windings of the strait;
further, the tides are weak and carry no silt with them, and the drainage
is merely that of the adjacent hills, which would amount in the aggre-
gate to 50 square miles, and this, being distributed along the whole length
of the Strait, is far too small to affect it.

153. The whole of the shores of the Andaman are skirted by coun-
tinuous coral reefs. Coral abounds in every bay and is strewn in broken
picces on every beach. These reefs'are far more extensive, and form
dangers to a far greater distance from the land on the West side than on
the Last, depths of 100 fathoms being found in many places ou the east-
ern shore within three miles of the coast and generally at a distance of
five miles, whereas on the western shore the reefs extend and form dan-
gerous patches at a distance of twenty and twenty-five miles from the
land, a fact the probability of which is suf‘ﬁ’ciently indicated by the geo-
logical features of the Islands, the general dip of the stratified rocks being
to the eastward and at a high angle, sometimes as much as 75°.

154, We were unable to make any observation on the growth of
the coral, both on account of the chart heing on too small a scale for such
& purpose, and our own time not permitting.

155. Navigation amongst coral must, at all times, be hazardous, and
the most minute survey may fail to detect some of the isolaied rockg
formed by the iusect, of the approach to which no warning is to be
found. The banks which exist so far to the westward must always prove
an impediment to the prosperity of a colony established at Iuterview
Islaud, or ou any part of the western coast.

156. The hydrographical features of the several places visited have
so direct a bearing on the point we are called upon to decide, that it has
Leen thought better to include them in the gencral description of those
localities, where they will be found.

157. We aie happy to have it in our power to report that, notwith-
standing the constant-exposure of our party in

Alscnee of Sickness. . . . .
boats, and in penetrating primeval jungle never

E2
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before traversed, not a single case of sickness occurred from beginning to
end.
We have, &c.,
(Signed) Frep. J. MOUAT, . p. President.

Surgeon, Bengal Army.

» Geo. R. PLAYFAIR, m. ».
Surgeon, Bengal Army.
» J. 8. HEATHCOTE,
Lt., I. N.
From
F. J. MOUAT, Esquike,
. President of the Andaman Committee,
0
C. BEADON, Esquire,
Secy. to the Govt. of India.
Home DEersaRTMENT.
Dated Fort William, the 16th January, 1838,
Siz,

I reerET much to have to report for the inforwation aund orders’of
the Right Hon’ble the Governor General, that the native of the Anda-
man Islands broug.ht up to Calcutta has been so seriously ill since his
arrival, as to render it absolutely necessary to send him away to save his
life.

2. He was first attacked with Cholerine, which was ireated suc._
cessfully: and then with Brounchitis, which threatened to 1nerge in the
low form of Typhoid inflammation of the Lungs, that destroys Sonthals
and all other wild tribes so rapidly and certainly in the Jails of the Lower
Provinces.

3. In these circumstances Staff Surgeon Pilleau of Iler Majesty’s
Service, Dr. George Playfair, and I, concurred in considering it abso-
lutely'necessary to send him to sea as soon as possible.

I have accordingly, in anticipation of sanction, embarked him on
the Hon’ble Company’s Steamer Plufo, and placed him under the
charge of the Officer Commanding that vessel.

4. Should he recover completely on the passage to Moulmein,
which I hope will be the case, I venture to suggest that he be made over
to the Commissioner of the Tenasserim Provinces to be educated, and
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disposed of, in the manner recommended in the Andaman Committee’s
report.

5. The climate of Moulmein is much, milder and more equable
than that of Calcutta; and at Amherst he can obtain the sea air and
diet necessary to maintain him in health, until he becomes accustomed
.to the cxtreme change in his mode of life.

6. On the other haund, should his health not have improved mate-
rially on reaching the Tenasserim Coast, 1 thiok he had better be
returned to the Andamaus, and landed where he was taken, at the South-
thern end of Interview Island.

I have, &e., ‘
(Signed) T. J. MOUAT,
President, Andueman Commiltee.

No. 146.
Frov
C. BEADON, Esquirr,
Secy. to the Guvt. of India,
To .

F.J. MOUAT, Esq., M. D.,

G. R. PLAYFAIR, Esq., M. n.,}ﬁfembers of the Andaman Committee..

Lr. J. S. HEATHCOTE, 1. x.,
GENTLEMEN, Dated the 15th January, 1858.

Howz Dger. T am directed by -the Right IHonorable the Governor
General in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your report, dated the
1st Instant, and to convey to you the cordial thanks of the Government
of India for the judicious, prompt, and effectual manner ip which you
have carricd out the instructions contained in my letter of the 20th
November last, as well as for the business-like and practical shape in
which you have submitted the result of your investigation. Your pro-
ceedings from first to last are entirely approved.

2. IHis Lordship in Council agrees with you as to the selection of
the Old Harbour (which it is intended shall henceforward bear the name
of Port Blair) for a Penal Settlement, and instructions have this day
been issued to Captain II. Man, Executive Engineer and Superinten.
dent of convicts at Moulmein, to proceed thither in the Plulo as soon
as possible after her return, with all the means necessary for clearing a
site and otlierwise preparing for the reception of conriues.
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8. Iam directed to request that 50 impressions may be made of
the series of Photographs taken during the expedition, and that aftcr
reserving five copies for the use of the Members of the Committee the
remainder (of which 10 should be mounted) may be sent to this Office.
The canoe and implements should also be properly packed for trausmis-
sion to the Honorable Court of Directors. The Geological specimens
had better be deposited in the Museum.

4. The new Harbour discovered by the Committee ou the West
coast of the Great Andaman opposite to Port Blair, will be called Tort
Mouat after the President.

5. The Governor General in Council entirely approves of your
having brought to Calcutta the inhabitant of the Andamaus, who after
the unprovoked attack made by the savages on the boats of the expedi-
tion, fell alive into your hands. His Lordship in Council bad hoped
that this man would have become an useful mediam of communication
between the Officers of Government and his own countrymen, and have
given assistance in reclaiming them from the state of profound and pri-
mitive barbarism in which they now exist. He regrets, however, to
learn from Dr. Mouat’s subsequent letter of this date, that the health of
the man has suffered so much since his arrival in Calcutta that it is
thought advisable to send bim to sea.

6. The Governor General in Council thinks it best that the Plufo
should proceed from hence in the first instance to Interview Island and
land the native as near as possible to the place at which he was taken,
and His Lordship in Council desires me to request that he may be abun-
dantly supplied with useful articles of peace, such as carpenter’s tools,
knives, cottdn cloth, thread, cords, axes, metal pots and pans, as well as
with beads, looking-glasses and such like objccts of savage finery. And
every possible endeavour should again be made to assure bis country.:
men, both through him, and by direct signs, that our objects are friendly,
and that they have nothing to expect but good treatment at our haunds.
Dr. Mouat will be so good as to give the Commander of the Plulv all
needful instructions on this head.

1 have, &c.,
(S8d.) CECIL BEADON,
Secy. to the Gort, of India.,
~Gouncts, Cuarunn, The 15th January, 1838.
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EXTRACT from a Despatch from the Honw'ble the Court of Directors in
the Political Department, No. 19 of 1858, dated the 18th May.

OUR GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA IN COUNCIL.

. 1. We now reply to your
Foreign Letter dated 8th April, No. 24, 1857, .
. m ,» 2nd May, , 88, 1857, stveral letters noted in the mar-

oo 2nd g?f,;{;" > g;‘: 18:7- gin, relating to the survey of
Judiewt , ,, Tth Jany, ,, 2, 1838 the Andaman Islands.

woow ow ABTRR s 5088 2. On the receipt of our
letter of the 1st of October, 1856, directing you to despatch, at your
earliest convenience, a steamer with a surveying party under competent
directions for the exploration of the islands, the season had advanced
too far to admit of preparations being made for the commencement of
the proposed survey (there being no steamer then available for the pur.-
pose,) but in the early part of the following cold season the importance
of the Andaman Islands, as a convenient place for the reception of con-
victs, having in the meanwhile, been greatly enhanced by the mutiny in
the Bengal Army, you noninated, on the 20th of November last, a Com-
mittee consisting of Doctors Mouat and Playfair of the Bengal Medical
establishment, and Lieutenant J. A. Heathcote of the India Navy “ to
examine the shores of the Andaman group of Islands, and select the best
site which could be found there, for the establishment of a penal settle-
ment.”

3. In accordance with instructions from your Government, the
Committee proceeded to Moulmein on the 23rd of November, on board
the Steam frigate Semiramis, and on the 8th of December, they again
embarked at that place on hoard the Pluto, taking with them 12 Bur-
mese convicts * accustomed to forests” and a guard.of three convict
peons ; besides an Officer and twenty European seamen from the crew of
the Semiramis, to protect the exploring parties.

4. On the 11th of December, the Plufe anchored in Port Corn-
wallis, off the northern coast of Chathamr Island, where a British settle-
ment bad existed for some years towards the close of the last century,
and had been finally abandoned in 1796, on account of its estreme
unbealthiness. The Committee were anxious as a preliminary to their
investigations to ascertain the causzes of this reputed insalubrity, and
they were not long leftin doubt regarding them. ¢ It appears,” say the
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Committee, “ to have been ill selected as a site for a scttlement, two-
thirds of its own shore being fringed with a dense belt of mangrove, and the
prevailing winds during the greater part of the year, at its most unhealthy
season blowing over the swamp surrounding the island. Conditions
more certaiuly calculated to secure the largest measure of unhealthiness,
it would be difficult to find.”’

5. Having ascertained this fact the Committee proceeded to make
a g'exieral cxploration of the Andaman group, and eventually returned to
Old Harbour, which we apprehend, is on the South Eastern coast of the
northernimost of the three islauds, known as the Great Andaman, This
was the first place fixed upon for the original settlement, and successfully
maintaived by Lieutenant Blair, until, for the sake of better anchorage,
the colony was removed to Port Cornwallis, wkich lies to the north-east
of the island. No inconvenience on the score of unlealthiness had heen
experienced by our first settlers in the more southern locality, and when
the Committee proceeded to examine it, they found that it fulfilled many
of the most important conditions of a healthy place of residence. They
accordingly recorded a strong opinion in its favour. * The Committee,”
they wrote, * are not aware of any physical indications by which the
healthiness of an uncleared locality can be absolutely predicated, but so
far as ordinary experience can be accepted as a safe guide, 'Old Har-
bour seems to afford fair promisc of proving as healthy as any locality
similarly situated in atropical region. Its means of drainage are ample
and most efficient, the removal of all effete matter beyond the reach of
causing mischief will be easy, and any possible existing tracts of marsh
land, do not lie in the direction of the prevailing wiunds, "We are there-
fore of opinion, that as a small portion of it (Chatham Island) proved
continuously healthy during the”time it was occupied sixty yearssince,
with ordinary eare in the construction of*buildings and strict attention to
conservancy arrangements, a wore extended and permanent settlement
will prove equally salubrious.”

6. The Committee afterwards visited other parts of the Andaman
group, but they found no spot fulfilling so many conditions essential to
success, and they finally arrived at the conclusion that * Old larbour
is the only place that possesses the greater number of the requisites
for a penal secttlement, and they accordingly recommend its occupation
for that purpose, in preference tu any other of the localities visited and
cxamined.”
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7. The natural resources of the proposed locality, which the Com-
mittee recommend should be named “Port Blair” in honour of the
intelligent Officer whose name is identified with our first efforts to
colonize the Andaman islands, are said to be considerable. There is
an abundance of good water, much culturable land, and judging by the
luxuriance of the vegetation, a generally fertile soil ; there is excellent
clay for the manufacture of bricks, an inexhaustible supply of sand-stone
for building purposes, and large forest trees for timber: circumstances
which will greatly facilitate your operations for the establishment of
the proposed settlement.

8. With regard te the infiabitants of the islands, the report of the
Committee bears out, except in one particular, the description given by
former authorities. The exploring parties could find no trace of canni-
balism, but the inhabitants are represented as of an exceedingly savage,
suspicious and implacable character, resenting all our effurts at inter-
course, and inviting hostilities whenever our people approached them.
The proceedings of the expedition towards these poor people were dis-
tinguished by the greatest forbearance and humanity ; but the aggres-
siveness of the savages was such, that collision could not be altogether
avoided, and in one affray invited by the natives, three of their number
were killed, one prisoner was taken and subsequently carried to Calcutta,
with the view of educating him, and making him a medium of communi-
cation with the natives, by means of which they might be taught that
our intentions towards the people of the islands are of the most friendly
character. The man, however, soon sickened in Bengal, and you were
compelled to send him back to his native island, but not without the bope
that by furnishing him with a number of useful articles of peace, as well
as with certain objects of savage finery, a favorable jmpression might still
Le made upon the minds of this strange people.

9. The admirable manner in which Dr. Mouat and his associates
in the Committee of exploration performed the duties entrusted to
them, is sufficient proof of the wisdom of the selection. They evinced
great intelligence and sound discretion in the prosecution of their inves-
tigations, and, in their dealings with-the savage people of the island, a
laudable humanity and forbearance. Their report is extremely curious
and interesting ; and we do not doubt that you will cause it to be included

in the published selections from the records of your Government, taking
F
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care to illustrate it with an intelligible map, the want of which at present
very much impairs the value of the report.

10. This report having been taken into the consideration of your
Government, you were of opinion that a convict settlement might be
advantageously established at Port Blair. You therefore directed Captain
Man, the Executive Engineer and Superintendent® of convicts at Moul-
mein, to proceed to hoist the British flag, and to take formal possession
of the group of Islands, called the Andaman Islands, consisting of the
Great and Little Andamans, and all the islands adjacent thereto, in the
name of Her Majesty the Queen and the East India Cowpany ; and you
made arrangements for a party of convicts, mosily sepoy mutineers, who
had been sent down from the Punjab to Kurrachee, to be couveyed at
once to Port Blair, instead of to the Tenasserim provinces, as originally
intended.

(True Extract,)
R. B. Cuarmax,
Under-Secy. to the Govt. of India.
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APPENDIX, No, 1.

w————

CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE OCCUPATION
OF THE ANDAMAN ISLANDS,

————

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA—HOME DEPARTiIEN'P,

PUBLIC CONSULTATION,
6ra Aveusrt, 1858.

No. 4152, paTED NOovEMBER 28, 1833,

No. 77. From J. W. DaLRYMPLE, FEsquire, Qfficiating Seeretary to the Go-
vernment of India, to W. GeEY, Ksquire, Seoretary to the Government of
Bengal.

Ix arecent Despatch,* the Honorable the

_Letter dated 29th August, Court of Directors, commenting on the outrages
1855, No. 47, paragraphs 4 an . . . o

511 the Marine Department, coromitted by the inhabitants of the Andaman

Islands on ship-wrecked seamen, which were

brought to notice in the papers received with Mr. Under-Secretary Young’s

Memorandum, dated the 6th July, 1854, observe that they “ cannot doubt that

the subject has received the consideration its importance demands.”

2. The attention of the Honorable the President in Council having thus
been called anew to the subject, I am directed to invite the suggestions of the
Hororable the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, as to the measures he would
propose for the protecﬁon of such British Subjects as may unfortunately be
cast away on the Andamans.

8. The only effectual remedy would be the occupation of the islands in
question, but this is manifestly xmp;acbmable. However, His Honor in Coun-
cil believes, that good might "be effocted by the establishmen’ of a convict
settlement on the south-west part of the southern island, which is reputed to
be bealthy.

4. 1t will be in the Lleuteuant-Goveruo; 8 recollection, that Port Coru-
wallis, on the leeward sids and end of the islands, was abandoned because of
ita very unhealthy climate.
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No. 96, varepv Fesruany 29, 1858,
No. 78. From W.Grey, Esquire, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, to
the Secretary to the Government of India, Foreiyn Depariment.

I aum directed by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal to acknowledge the
receipt of Mr. Officiating Sceretary Dalrymple’s letter, No. 4152, dated the
28th November las$, regarding the outrages committed by the inhabitants of
the Andaman Islands on ship-wrecked seamen, and tequesting the suggestions
of ‘the Lieutenaut-Governor as to the measures he would propose for the pro-
tection of such British Subjects as may unfortunately be cast away on those
islands.

2. In reply I am now directed to transmit the accompanying copy of a
letter from the Commissioner of Arracan, No 18 of the 8th instant, which
appears to the Lieutenant-Governor to embody some very valuable suggeslions
on the subject.

3. It is obviously Captain Hopkinson’s opinion, that not only the Anda-
mans, but also the Nicobars, should be ocenpied and brought under our Go-
vernment, He would do this gradua]]y, using the establishment of a pena.l
colony on the West or south-west side, asa first step to a complete occu-
pation.

4. In this opinion, the Lieutenant-Governor, I am directed to say, entire-
ly concurs ; for the purpose which is mainly in view in the re-agitation of this
question, the mere establishment of a penal colony at one extremity of one
island would be inadequate, nor would any thing short of entire domination
prevent the evils” which now occur from the savage and unbridled ferocity of
the present inhabitants., On the other hand, there is good reason to suppose
that the occupation of these islands would bring many positive advantages,
while their supposed unhealthiness would probably not be found more lasting
than that of the coast and islands of Arracan.

No. 18, natep Kyouvk Prvoo, Fepruaty 8, 18i6.
Lrom Captain Henry HoprxinsoNn, Commissioner of ‘Arracan, to W, GREY,
Esquire, Secretary to the Government of Bengal.

I mAvE the honor to acknowledge the JFeceipt of your letber to my ad-
#* No. 4152, dated Fort Wil~ dress, No. 541 Of the 18th December, 1855,

liam, November 1855, from Ofi-  with its enclosures* requesting that I would

aating  Secretary, &c., to the
Secretgm 'y to they(’}over;xment of report on the measyres I would propose for the

pe{éﬁ on Port Comwallis on protection of such British Subjects as may un-

the Grest Andamans by R.C, fortunately be cast away on thie Andamans,
Tulloh, Bsquire. 2. I have given the question much con-
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sideration, but I do not see how it is possible to reply to it otherwise than as
expressed by Mr. Secretary Dalrymple, that the only eficctual remedy would be
the occupation of the islauds, and if this should-appear impracticable, then I
must still agree that the establishment of a Dritish scttlement on one of the
islands, which might estend itself hereafter as citcumstances allowed, would be
thie next best thing.

) 3. The relation in which the Andamans shall bencelorward stand, with
reference to our commerce in the Bay of Bengal, to our commercial scttlements
cn 1its coasts, and especially to those on the eastern side,—whether we are to
renounce all connection with these islands or whether they shall be ineluded
in our system, form a subject which I certainly do think deserves most earnest
attention.

4. Looking on the map at the magnificent situation of these islands, their
rroximity to such seats of trade as DMadras, Calcutta, Akyab, Rangoon,
Moulmein, Penang, and Singapore, considering their extent, which must com-
prise an area of mnot much under two thousand square miles, their many fine
harbofirs, aud the prospect, reasoning from analogy, of the abundaut fertility
of their soil, it does seem astonishing that their condition on the present day
should be sach as to make us wish that they conld be blotted from the face of
the ocean or sunk a thousand fathoms deep below its surface. Thab instead
of ‘offering a refuge fo the miscrable storm-driven vessel, they should be a
gnare in her path leading to ubter destruclion, and in place of engaging the
enterprise, and furnishing subsistence to thousands of industrious colonists

® T balieve, though, that rats they should be left ia the possession of: a han'd-

and pigs are mearly the only ful of degenerate negroes, degraded in habits

iﬁi‘;ﬁf‘“”' to be found onthe an4d intelligence to a level little above the beasts
of the forest* with which they dwell.

5. A scarcely more hopeful acquisition could a large portion of Arracan
have appeared some thirty years ago, than the Andamans now., In climate
and natural features the two eountries are likely to have much in common, and
the change which, within my memory, has been effected in the former, may
perhaps warp my judgment in eupposing that the task of reclaiming the latter
may not be altogether so impracticable as is believed. Further, though a
matter beyond my province to discuss, I may surmise that the reasons which
townrds the close of 1783, led the Board of Administration to seek a harbour
sufficiently capacious to afford shelter to a fleet, have rather gained than lost
in force in 1858, . We have much more $o protect now than we had then, and
without pretending to speculate on the march of events, I may imagine the
case of our baving deep vause fo rue thab we had left it to any power but our
own to find a capacious harbour for a fleet ab the Andamans.
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6. ITowever, it matters not whether we can find in any tonsiderations of
domestic or foreign policy, arguments weighty enough to reconcile us to the
occupation of these islands, or & portion of them ; for if the protection of the
unfortunate seamen who may be cast away on their inhospitable shores cannot
be otherwise assured, ib is inevitable the guestion is na longer one of expediency,
but, belonging to the first duty of a Government, should be perforined at even
a great sacrifice. Let us suppose that on the line of one of our great trunk
roads there intervened a tract in the condition of the Andamans, should we
besitate at any cost t) make it safe ¥ and is not the obligation equal, to provile
for the sccurity of our ocean highways ? I do not see either that we can limit
our concern L Briti-h Subjects. We maintain the right of possession to the
islands, and other nations may tell us in the phrase of the day, that this pro.
perty has its duties as well as its rights, and demands that we abate such &
nuisance to the rest of the world.

7. If it be conceded then that some partial occupation of the Andamans
for protective purposes should be attempted, only its nature and locality remain
to be considered ; for the first I can imagine no better plan than that of which
the idea is suggested by His Honor in Council ; I wuuld found a Penal Settle-
ment, but so constituted that it might form a nucleus for a colony or that a
colony might grow up side by side with i, into which it would hereafter merge.
It appears te me that it would be difficult to lay the foundation of a perma.
pent seftlement in any other way, -than by the establishment of a convict
depot in the first instance. It would be the cheapest plan, as of labour, which
would otherwise bo the chief source of expense, if indeed it could be procured
abt all on any terms however exorbitant, we should have abundauce, at the
cost of maintaining and guarding a body of men, who have to be gnarded and
maintained under all eircumstances. The system pursued in the management
of English Penal Colonies would probably be consulted with advantage in
many respects, bat it would be premature now to enter into any questions of
organization or detail, aud I shall make but a very few remarks on what occur
o me as some of tha more salient points, The prisoners at first would have
to bo employed in making the station, with ite roads, barracks, public Luild-
ings, and jail, and when completed, those who had not forfeited the privilege
by misconduct, would receive tickets of leave, and be allowed to labour for their
ewn profit only. Natives of Arracan, Pegu, or Burmab, and the Tenasserim
Provinces, convicted of any crime for which any less term of imprisonment
than say seven years (or even a lesser torm may bo fizxed) would be deerned an
inadequate punishment, should juvariably be transported to the Andamans,
and their wives might be encouraged to follow, by giving the husbands of those
who came, tickets of leave al the earliest period. 'The Burmese would find in
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the Andumans, a climate and a country quite congenial to them, and although
so <parse a population, I believe they would have founded a colony there by
tins time, had they been left to themselves. They frequently visited the islands,
and I'suspect a good deal of the hostility of the Natives to foreigners may be
Iaid to their account, as I have heard that they used to capture them to carry
into slavery. I do not of course mean, that only Burmese convicts should go
to the settlement, but the more of this race there were, the better. Military
guards wight be furrished from the Regiments stationed at Rangoon and
Moulmein. The settlement would not be more than a couple of days’ run from
Moulmein for the coast Steamer, and the guards might be relieved therefore
readily and easily as often as was necessary. The Superintendent would also
require a small sea-going Steamer, at lus disposal, and a couple of Schooner
Puckets of a burthen of say 50 or 60 tons. The establishment of the settle-
men$ should not be commenced with, earlicr than in November or later than
December,

8. I now proceed to cousider in what purt of the Andamans the new
Secttlements should be located. But in the first iplace, it seems worth while to
examine on what grounds their extreme insalubrity generally has been assum-
ed: they may be insalubrious, the climate may be, as [ have seen it called, a
most merailess one, but what proofs have we of the fact ? Properly applied, it
does nob appear to me that the experience gained in the expedition under
Lieutenant Blair and Captain Kyd warrants any such conclusion, and we have
none other to guile us. Their occupation appears to have lasted for about
six years and a half; or from October or November, 1739, to the middle of
1796, and for the first four years I learn frora Mr Tulloh’s most interesting
precis that in all Lieutenant Blair’s reports, he made favorable mention of
the climate; it was not until the close of 1793, that the sickness which led to
the settlement being abandoned, made its appearance. Thus there were four
years of health and two and-a-half of sickness, and the balance is in favor of
the climate. Moreover it seems that as long as the settlers were at Old Port
Coruwallis, they kept well ; and that it was not until they were removed in tha
fourth year to New Port Cornwallis, that they fell sick. I should not draw
the conclusivn fromn this that the islands generally were very unhealthy, but
simply that the choice made of New Port Cornwallis was a bad one. Now it
is not very easy to determine beforehand how a place will turn out. Much more
is guessed ab than is known coucerning malaria, but with tlus reservation I
must say that the unhealthiness of New Port Cornwallis is but what I should
liave expected from its position, to which the south-west monsoon would brinz,
as it came sweepiny up their entire length, the accgmul.tted miasma from
every part of the island group. The settlers were so placed, in fact, as to

G
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recuve the full benefit of whatever there was noxious in the air, With a
sinnlar position, the same thing happens at this station (Kyouk Phyoo), the
south-west wind travelling up Ramree Island, makes it during the rains
exceedingly unhealthy ; while at Akyab the rainy season, when the wind blows
directly on the town from the sea, is, I think, the healthiest period of the year.
However, I must say, I am much more astonished that the settlers should
have been so well in their first location, than that they should have suffered so
rmuch in their second. Oue might almost suspect that Lieutenant Blair’s
representations were favorable on this point, but if the fact were so, it proves
a great deal for the Andamans that the first spot selected should have been
found so salubrious, and that at starting, and in the first years, which ave al-
ways the most fatal. Bub beyond this, the sickness afterwards experienced at
the second station, even if the special cause I have found for it be set asides
would not, I believe, prevent the climate from being favorably contrasted with
that of any part of the adjoining coast. “ Remittent fever and enlargement of
the spleen,” writes Captain Kyd, “were the principal complaints with which
settlers were attacked,” and the ravages were so greab that the Surgeon of the
settlement reporfed that “ one-fourth of the people on the island were totally
unfit for any kind of duty.” Now I will undertake to affirm that Captain
Kyd would have had to deplore far more frightful ravages, had his little colony
been established under similar circumstances, and at that time, in any part of
Arracan, Pegu, or Tenasserim. Considering how little hygiene had been studied
in those days, and that fhe nature of remittent fever, which commonly attends
the clearing of lands for new settlements in all mter-tropxca.l regions, was scarce.
ly understood, that its attacks must have been constantiy provoked and then
invited anew by the mods of treatment employed to repel them, that Quinine
had not been then discovered, I am surprised that no more than one-fourth
were sick. What was the state of the case 30 years later at Rangoon, Arracan
Town, and at the Island of Cheduba, beyond contradiction now the healthiest
part of Arracan, but where our soldiers died en masse on first Janding P and
even now what has been the case with most of the new stations established in
Pegu ? A proportion of sick often greater than that reported by Captain Kyd,
No, I do not suppose that in the Andamans we shall find a Montpellier, but,
should they ever be occupied, I do think they will be discovered to possess
generally, a climate superior to that of most of our settlements on the eastern,
side of the Bay.

9, From the remarks I have ‘made as regards New Port Cornwallis, it
will be understood that'in the event of a fresh attempt to form a setilement
being made, I should prefer a return to Chatham Island, or else to move to the
western side of the group, and I should think that at Interview Island or Poit
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Andawman, the first Port made by Licutenant Blair, a su'table position would
be fuund.

10. If I am right in my conjecture that most of the wrecks on the Andas
mans occur during the south-west monsoon, when the west coust is the lee-shore,
the fuct would be an additional argument for having the settlement on fhe
western side. Away off at New Port Cornwallis, it could render very httle
assistance or protection,

11. I would not recommend the re-occupation of these islands for their
own sake; but I am very far from thinking that we should find nothing in
them which would in part compensate for our having undertaken 1t. The
abundance of fine timber proves the capability of the soil to yield the richest
agricultural prodace. The eocoa-nut would no doubt flourish. The low lands
would furnish heavy crops of vice. On more elevated tracts, the nubmeg
might be cultivated with advantage: it grows well on the islands lying off
Mergui, which is in $he same latitude as Port Andaman, and if it were found
to succeed, Chinese settlers would soon flock in to engage in its culture.
Fibrous materials are also likely to be procurable in large quantities, and the
timber must be well worth attention, if, as Lieutenant Blair asserts, it is fig
for ship building. Fisheries would also be found remunerative,

12. Any project for the re-occupation of the Andamans should also
comprehend arrangement for exercising from them a surveillance over the
neighbouring group of the Nicobars. Those islands have acquired a horrid
notoriety of late years for the murderous piracivs committed by their inha-
Litants. Au interesting article on the subject appeared in the columns of the
Englishman Newspaper, under date the 4th of January of this year; the’
writer, however, gives no later instance than 1848 ; but it will be within the
memory of Government, that on information submitted to it in 1832, Captain
Dicey, of the Steamer Tenasserim, was despatclied to the Nicobars, and that
his report left no doubt that two vessels, one of them English, had been recent-
ly destroyed and their crews mardered by the Natives, This, if I remember
right, was at Kar Morta, and one of the victims was an English woman, who,
with her children, was put to death under cirousastancesof the most shocking
atrocity. It would be well if these islands could be reduced to our authority,
and, if the establishment of a Penal Settlement were the only consideration,
they would probably answer as well for that purpose as the Andamans,
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No. 49, narep Aerin 22, 1856,

o €8, From the Right Hon'ble Viscount Canvisa, His Ezcelloncy General

G, AxsoN, the Horw'tle J, Donw, Major-Qeneral J. Low, and the How ble

B. Pracock, 0 the IHor'ble the Court of Dircctors of the East India

Company. )

Ix contmuation of our letter No. 39, dabed the 8th instant, we have the
honor to transmib for your Honorable Court’s information, a copy of a letter®
from the Commissioner of the Tenasserim and Marta-
ban Provinces, reporting the murder, by the inhabi-
$ants of one of the Andamen Islands, of eight Clinese traders.

# Pated 19th March,

No. 118, parep Movrmein, Marox 19, 1856

No. 80. From Colonel S A, Boevs, Kt , Commissioner of the Tenasservn and
Murtaban Provinces, fo G. F. EoMoNstone, Hsquire, Secretary to the
Government of India.

1 mave the honer bo submit for the informabion of the Government, eopy

of a letter as per margin, from the Magistrate at Moulmein, together with

' capies of the depositions to which ik refers, concerning

No.62, datod 8rd March, the muider by tho inhabitsnés of one of the Andaman
1856. Istands, of eight Chinese traders,

2. 16 11 no dombt exceedingly fo be regretted
that the inholitantseof the Audamans never lese an opportunity of mur-
dering all who may fall within their power, but a circumstange so well known
and of so grievous a character must, long ere this, have frequently cccupied the
sttention of the Supreme Government.

8. 1 therefore confine myself to simply submitting these documents in
further illustration of the danger of Jahding on the Andaman Islands, and of
the inhospitable and savage character of the Natives.

No 82, parep MovrmEry, Marca B, 1858.

From J. C. Havaurow, EHsquirs, Magistrate, to Colonel Sir A. Boeus, K.,
Commssioner of the Tenasserim and Martaban Provinces.
1 mavE the honor to forward herewith copies of the depositions of the
master and $wo of the crew of the Junk Fgom Gren, of this pors.
1¢¢.—From their statement 1t would appear, that having adopted an
erronecus course from Junk Ceylon on their voyage from Penang :%o the Nico-
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bars, they fell in with the Andaman group, and eight of their number land-
ing on one of the iglands to obtain waber, were massacied.

2nd.—With people so infensely ignorant of navigation in command, it is
no wonder that the vessel went out of its course, and it may be difficult to
sscerfain on which particular island the men were murdered: possibly the
accompanying rough sketeh, copied from one drawn by the master, may tencd
to solve the question.

8rd.—1 trust you will represent this case to the Government. It is
impossible to say how many lives may be lost in this way yearly, aud to me,
I confess, it appears highly disereditable in a civilized Government to allow
such a stabe of things fo exist within a sea, one may say, bounded by its own
territories and on the high road to many of its chief emporia.

4¢h.—1t must be recollected too that since the war, Rangoon and Bassein
have become British Ports, and the commerce of both greatly increased

5th—1 way remind you also that during the past year, three British
vessels have been casl away on, or in the immediate neighbourkood of, the
Ardaman Islands.

Deposition of Al Meu, Chinese, son of Ak Saing, aged 20 years, native of Sur-
veng wm Ching, by profession a shifhmaster, now of the town of Mounlmein ;
Lefore J. C. Havenrox, Esquire, Magistrate, this 27ih day of February,
1856,

Deponent duly sworn, sayeth—

1 sAtLED from Penang bound to the Nicobar Island$fon the 26th of the
Chinese month Sevengists, in the Chinese Junk #uen Gren, of which I am
the master. We were bound to Nicobars to load cocoa-nuts. We made an
island on which were two mountaing, nine days after our deparbure; this we
docided was nob our destination, so we steered on N. N. W. and came to ano-
ther island five days after; we had been detained by adverse wind. This
island was onme of the Huckmesau (“ The Negroe Mountains’) or Andaman
Islands ; coasting we saw some five or six men on the shore, and being short
of water, concluded that 1t must be obtainable where men were; we therefore
leb down our boat and sent it on shore with eight men. When the people on
the shore saw our men con:}iag te the shore, they fled to their mountain. Our
men landed, and leaving six men with the boat on the beach, the remaining
two wont in search of water. Immediately we saw our two men fleeing back,
followed by twenty or co of the Nalives, who began to attack our men ; the
latter struggled-to geb off the boak fmm the beach on which they had hauled
it up, but they conld not do 8. . We, saw them Will all our men and drag them
in the jungle, They also Broko ™ up the boat. As we were only five men
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remaining in the junk, and had no remaining boat, we could do nothing; we
hastily weighed anchor, and stood out to sea. ~The attack was made on our
men at 8 o’clock in the morning; we saw all that was done plainly, as we
were not farther from the shore than the Police Office is
from the Main Wharf, Niueteen days after we raade the
land, about Coopa, South of Mergui, where the lead mines are ; we then coasted
along to this place. It is twenty-four days since we made the land below Mergui.
‘We made the land two days before the Chinese New Year’s day. We did not
land any where, as the mate was very ignorant of the coast, and we had losb
our boat. We were on short allowance of water all the time, a small pot of
water among five of us. We had only two carks of water when we left the
Andaman, and had about half a cask left when we got to Amherst, I am
quite certain that our men did not interfere with the natives. They had two
dahs and some bamboos, but no other weapons, Our men raised their oars to
defend themselves at first, but seeing themselves out-numbered, they fled and
tried to get off their boat. They seemed to be very tall, as compared to our
men. Looking at them with the telescope, they appeared to have mercly
leaves round their waist. We could not discern what arms they had., I
would recognize the place if I saw it again. The Burmese Malim can show
the place. He said he knew the eourse to the Nicobars. He went with us
from this place. Tlis name is Moung Poon; he lives in Mayangong. We
did not know the land ; the Mahlin and the writer, when we got well off the
shore, recognized that the island was not of the Nicobars. I never heard
before of the inhabitants of the Andamans. -

400 yards.

~

Deposition of Ahyon, son of Saing Fon, aged 88 years, native of Suneny, in
China, by profession a seaman, now of the Town of Moulmein, before J,
C. Havenrow, Esquire, Magistrate, this 28th day of February, 1850.

Deponent duly sworn, sayeth—

Wg sailed from Penang on 26th of 11th Chinese month last year, bound
to Yasan (Cocoa-nut Island or Nicobar) with the wind E. N. E. Wae steered
N. W. till we came to nine small islands called Saw-chee Ling ; there we
stood 8. S. W. nearly four days and three nights, after we made a long low
island. We ‘made the land early in the morning. Woe steered about N. N.
W. We then made another island at 4 in the evening. 1t was not very high,
we stood on all night keeping three small islands on the right hand and the
island just mentioned on our left, steering North (witness corrects himsell) the
bigger island was on the right hand ; we passed between ; the long island was
the southernmost; we met one day and one night after an island on our left
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side with a grassy plain on the North side and a Il on the South. We wout
on oune day, having an' island with high mountains in it on our right hand side.
We thought we were goinxg to the Nicobars all this time. Our Burmese mate
sucgested we should get water; we anchored therefore at day light, The
Mate told us to go and get water; we objected that there were two casks on
hoard, and that we did nob know where we were ; however, we put four big
and fise small buckets and some fubs into the boat, also some hand-spikes and
rattans to carry them with, The boat went on shore with eight men includ-
mg Mah Neng, a part owner and writer of the Junk. When the boat touched
the ground, it was at once thrown upon the beach by the waves. They sent
two men to look for water, and shortly after we saw them running and two
men after them ; the kaffirs cried out, then twenty or thirty men followed
them and attacked our men and killed them, destroying also the boat.
They remained in & chele round them a long time. We could not see what
they did. At 4 we weighed anchor and stood North, and when the wind
changed to North we stood East. In seven days we saw the mountain we had
Ielt.  We returned back through the islands the way we had come, seeking a
passage to get out of the islands; we then, not finding our way, returned baek
in three days, to the place where our inen werekilled. We went Noith of that
island aund steered East between those two islands, and in ten days eame to
Cow Cleling again. We had the wind N, E. and steered for Moulmein. We
did not go into Mergui, as there were many sand banks and we had no boat.
"The people who killed our men, were black as ink.  We had no weapon, One
of our men had two dahs, (described case knives about a cubit long) ; none
else had any weapon. None of the kaffirs were killed. The kaffirs continued
round our men till they left. We saw our people all fallen. They fought for
three or four hours with haud-<pikes and oars, but the kaffirs got these fiom
them at last.

Deposition of Moung Buwin, son of Moung Doke, aged 45 yenrs, native of Tavoy,
by profession a seaman, now of the town of Moulmein ; before J. C,
Havenron, Esquire, Magistrate, this 28th day of February, 1856.
Deponent duly sworn, sayeth—

1 zmBargep ab bhis port as steersman on board a Chinese Junk, now
lying in the river, about five mouths ago, bourd to Bassein and Penang. We,
ariived at Penang in due course. We loft that port I think about one month
azo, with a crew of twelve persons, who being all Chinese, except myself, I do not-
know their names. We were bound to the Nicobars for cocoa-nuts, and thence
to Bassein, We made land in eight days, a flat island. I told the crew it was
not of the Nicobars, we sailed round it, At Penang I told my employers that
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I had never been from Penang to Nicobars, and did nob know the course. I
was dirccted, however, by a Chinese, and under the instructions received, I sailed
North. Three days after we left the flat island, we saw a high island, and we
thought it was one of the Nicobars ; as we got close, we saw it was not. In the
worning the Chinese performed worship and said, as they had very little water,
they would go on shore. We were at anchor and getting under weigh, stood
in and cast anchor as far off the shore as the Main Street is from the Police
Offies.  After anchoring, seven men got into the boat and went on shore; we
had seen some persons on the shore. These, as they saw our Loat coming,
went into the jungle. Two of our men went in search of water, the rest re-
mained by the boat. Ina very short time a number of people came out of the
jungle, about thirty men; our two men ran for their boat. They chased them
and overtook them at the boat; a fight ensued between both parties ; the Kafl-
firs killed all the Chinese and broke the boat to pieces with their hands. 'The
Kaffirs bad bows in their bands ; they also pelted thewn with stones. Our men
landed at about 9 o’clock ; they could not get their boat off though they
tried. The fight lasted about three hours; by this time our men were all killed,
About four hours after (having waited that time to see if our men were
really dead), we got under weigh, and sfood to the northward, intending to
go to Bassein or Arracan. The wind Leing foul, at the end of five days we
stood East and after twelve days we made Sclimore,* the place whence we had
taken our departure for the Nicobars, and by the
direction of the Capfain wq stood for Moulmein.
The wind was N.E. when we first departed. From Sehinore we intended
to put into Tavoy, but thought it would be very hard to get in, as we
had no boat ; we thercfore stood on to this place. I cannot say how many
days elapsed from the time we took our departure from Selimore, till we got
to Moulmein, no one kept any reckoning. I cannot be sure that the islands
v.e made were the Kaflirs’ Island (Andamans). I think so, as there is no other
nation that kill people without reason. We steered N, W. from Selimore to
go to Nicobars. The point we took our departure for, is a bigh cape project-
ing intd the sea. The island on which our créw were killed, was about two
days’ sail in length, and very high and mountainous. We did not see any is-
land to the North of it. We stood off shore. 'We had seen three small islands,
and onpe a little Jonger to the South of it, the latter had a hill, but not very
high. With a fair wind it would have taken about 10 hours to suil along 1t.

The Chinese did not provoke the Kaffirs in any way. The affair took
place just as I have stated. Tbe Chinese bad hand-spikes of the windlass with
them to carry water, but no arms. They had no arms in the junk whatever.
There were five or six vessels for water in the boat.

* Junk Ceylon,
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No. 39, paTep Arrrr 8, 1856.
No. 82. From the Right on'ble Viscount Caxxixe, His Excellency General
G. Axsox, the Howble J. Doriy, Major-Gereral J. Low, and the
Hon'ble B. Pracock, to the Hon'ble the Qourt of Directors of the East

India Company.

Wirh reference to paragraphs 4 and 5 of your Hon’ble Court’s Despatch

Letter to Secretary to Government of
Bengal, dated 28th November, 1855.

Letter from Secretary to Government
of Bengal, dated 29th February,1856.

Annte by the Governor-General, dated
15th Barch, 1856.

Muwute by His Ixecellency the Com.
mander-in-Chief, dated 16th Mareh, 1856.

Minute by the Hon'ble J. A. Dorin,
dated 17th March, 1836,

Minute by the Hou'ble Major-General
J. Low, dated 18th March, 1856.

Mimute by the Hon'ble J. P. Grant,
dated 19th March, 1836.

Minute by the Hon'bla B. Peacock,
dated 20th March, 1836,

in the Marine Dopartment, No. 47,
dated 29th August, 1855 we have the
honor to transmit a copy of a corre-
spondence with the Government of Ben-
gal, and of the Minutes noted on the
margin, respecting the expediency of
forming a settlement on the Andaman
Islands.

2. It will be observed that both
the Commissioner of Arracan and the
Lieutenant-Goveraor of Bengal advo-

cate such an occupation commencing
with a Penal Settlement.
8. For our grounds of . objection to the proposed measure, we refer your

Hon’ble Court o the Minute recorded by the Governor-General.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT.
No. 37 or 1856,
OUR GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF INDIA IN COUNCIL.

No. 84.

Para. 1.—We have taken into consideration the circumstances brought to
our notice in your letters in the Foreign Department, dated the 8th and 22nd
of April, Nos. 39 and 49 of 1856, and the opinions of the several members of
your Government, relative to the expedioncy of forming a Settlement in the
Andaman Islands in the Bay of Bengal. '

2nd.—Formal possession of these izlands was taken by the British Govern-
ment in the year 1789.: From that time to the year 1796, they were occupied
by British subjects, bub there was then, according to the Governor-General, a
¢ deliberate abandonment™ of them, on account, as the Commissioner of Arracan
obscrves, of their  extreme insalubrity,” and it does neb appear that during

* The Minutes are not published.
H
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the last sixty years, we have had any other than nominal possession of the
islands. 'We do not conceive, however, that although we have suffered our
rights to remain thus long in abeyance, there is any impediment to our re.
assertion of them, whenever it may be convenient to us o adopt such a course.

8rd.—1t is always possible that circumstances may compel us to re-aseert
these rights. It would have been highly inconvenient and objeclionable, at'
any time, that a group of islands, so situated, should be occupiad by straugers,
but the importance of the consideration has been much increased, since we have
become masters of Pegu. The Bay of Bengal is now, as observed by Mr. Grant,
a British Sea, and it is more than ever incambent upon us to prevent persons,
not subject to the British Government, from settling within its limits.

4th.~—That many vessels have been wrecked on the Andaman Islands, and
many shipwrecked mariners destroyed by tlre savage inhabitants, are facts of
notoriety, and, to some extent, of official record. We do not doubt, therefore,
that a barbour or harbours of refuge at a convenient part of one or more of
these islands, would conduce to the security of traffic, and to the general in-
terests of humanity.

5th.—Whether or not it would be desirable to estallish a Penal Settlement
on the Andaman Islands, is a question dependent upon considerations, which it
is not necessary to bring into view at the present mowent.

6tk.—Before, however, we decide upon a nreasure, the advantages of which
are variously regarded by the @ifferens members of our Governmient, we desire
to be supplied with more information than we now possess relating to those
islands. It would be expedient therefore, in the first instance, that steps
should be taken to explore them, and to report upon the sifes which they may
offer both for the construction of harbours of refuge on the coast, and for the
establishment of penal or other settlements, not only on the shores, but also
in the inland parts of the islands. We desire to know .all that can be ascer-
tained, without incarring great risks on the score of health, or heavy expenditure,
regarding the number and character of the inhabitants, the animal, vegetable,
and mineral resources of the country, the nature of the soil and of the climate,
the quantity and quality of $he water, and the general capabilities of the
islands as a place of residence and as a ficld for cultivation. When we have
received from you this information, which you will sapply with all practicable
despatch, we shall address you again on the subject.

7th.~—We have confined ourselves in the foregoing observations to the
case of the Andaman Islands, to which the papers before us principally relate,
bat we concur in opinion with Mr, Grant, who observes in his Minute of the
19th of March, that.the eontemplated “object would be very imperfectly
obtained without the occupation of the Nicobar Islands.” Of these islauds,
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* Seo Letter of British Minister all l_.lght to w‘mch wag abandoned by His
at Copenhagen to Lord Palmer- Danish Majesty in 1847,* possession has naver
ston, Seeretary of State for Fo- e
reien Aftuirs, Deceraber 20, 1847, 0een taken by the British Government. For-
rovy of which was farnished to  gaken by the Danes on account of an insalubrity,
GuvernorsGeneral ¢{ Indwa in iy . .
Council, 1 our letier of Febru. Which it was conceived could only ba subdued by
ary 1, 1845, No. 2. an expenditare of life and money, for which there
was likely to be no adequate return, these inhospitable islands hold out to us
as ab present advised, little inducement to plant the DBritish flag upon them.
But at it is possible that the apprehensions which deterred the Danich Govern-
ment from continving to occupy the islinds, may have been unfounded or ex-
aggerated, we desire that you will furnish us with such information bearing
upon the reputed insalubrity of the Nicobars, as you possess, or may be able
to obtain,—mformation calenlated to enable us to form an opinion respecting
the expediency or jnexpediency of taking formal possession of the islands.
We are, &e.,
(Signed) W. H. Srxes,
Ross D. MAXGLES, AXD EXGHT OTHERS.

Lowpox, October 1, 1836.

No. 24, pareo ArriL 8, 1857.-

Xo. 85. Fromthe Right Hon'ble TViscount CaxxiNe, the Hon'ble J, Dozrrx,
Major-General J. Low, and the Hon'ble B. PE‘ACOCK, to the Iﬁmorable
tke Court of Directors of the East India Company.

Wg have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Despateh No. a7,
dated 1sb October last, requesting, before deciding wpon the expediemcy of
forming a Settlement in the Andaman Islands, to bé supplied with more in.
formation relating to those islauds, and direeting that they may be explored
and a report submitted on certain poiants,—also requesting to be furnished
with information bearing upon the reputed insalubrity of the Nicobar Islands
befuore taking formal possession of those islands.

2. With respect fo the Audaman Islands, we beg to acquainé you, that
the proper time at which to begin an exploration of those islands is at the ces-
sation of the south-west monsoon, when the dangerous part of the coast is acces.
sible, and when there is least 1isk to health, .

3. Even if the Government of India had & stean: vessel ab its disposal,
we doubt whether ab this advanced season of the year it would be expedient to
begin to organize an expedition ; but 23 we have not got a vessel for this or
any other purpose, it is unnecessary to consider that poiné.

H-2
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4. For these reasons we beg to state that we propose to defer acling upon,

your instructions until next Autumn,
B. We do not anticipate much difficulty or risk (except to bealth) in the
undertaking, if proper precautions are observed, and on this account the expedi-
» tion will probably need to be upon a larger scale than your Hon'Lle Court

contemplate. Guards, baggage, animals, and supplies of all sorts must accoin-
pany it.



( 53 )

APPENDIX, No. 2.

r————

PRECIS OF INFORMATION REGARDING THE ANDJAMAN,
NICOBAR, AND COCO ISLANDS.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA—HOME DEPARTMENT.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION,
6TH AUGUST, 1838,

No. 33., patep Max 2, 1857.

No. 86. From the Right Ion’ble Viscount CawxINg, the Hon’ble J.. Donin,
Major-General J. Low, and the Hon'ble B. PEACOCK, to the Honorable
the Court of Directors of the East India Company.

Ix continuation of our letter dated the 8th ultimo, No. 24, we beg to
transmit for your perusal, a eopy of a precis which has been prepared in the
Foreign Office, containing information regarding tlie Andaman, the Coco, and
the Nicobar Islands. '

S———————

No 81. Trar ANDAMAYN, Coco, axp N1coBar Istniwps,
Tre following are the points on which the Hon’ble Court of Directors in
their Despatch dated the 1st October 1856,
® It is presumed that the Hon'-  y7, 37 request to be furnished with information

ble Court did not intend that the |
attention of Government should regarding these islands:

be confined to the Andaman Is- . .
Taude, (mdg the 7th pars. of. lst.--Th?, sites which may offer, both for
thewr Despatch.) the construction of harbors of refuge on the

cpast and for the establishment of settlements,
not only on the shores, but also on tha inland parts.
2nd.—The number and character of the inhabitants.
8rd.—The animal, vegetable, and mineral resources of $he country.
4th.—The nature of the soil and of the climate.
5th.—~The quantity and quality of the water.
6th.—The general capabilities of the islands as a place of residence, and as

a field for cultivation.
7th.—~The reputed insalubrity of the islands.
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The above points have eerved as a basis for the following precis, whicl, it
1s hoped, will be found to supply sufficient information for forming an opinion
respecting the expedienicy or inexpediency of laking formal possession of the
wlands. 1t may, abt least, help the Government to detormine whether an
xexpedition should be fifted out at the end of the south-west monsoon for
thoroughly surveying and exploring them.

The sources from which the scattered materials for this precis have been
colleeted, are— _

1st.—~—Official documents connected with the formation of a settlement by
the Government of India on the Great Andaman in 1789,

2nd.—A chapter of Colonel Symes’s “ Iimbassy to Ava,” conlaining a
desecription of the above settlement in 1795.

8rd.—Mr. J. B. Quigley’s account of his visit to Iuterview Island (one of
the Andamans) and to Great and Little Coco. Printed at Moulmein,

4th. An unpublished Journal, entitled “ Buseh’s Nicobar Journal’’ which
was kept on board the Danish Schooner I’ Espieglo in 1843,

5¢h —An article reprinted from the Calewtia Englishman, and brief notices
in Thornton and Hamilton’s Gtazetteers, and Knight'’s “ National Cyclopsedia,”
used rather for the purpozes of collation.

The Andaman Isles.

‘The Andamans area cluster of four islands, with several islets in 92° 80~
East longitude and extending from 10° 32’ to 13° 40" North latitude. They
were surveyed in 1789 and 1790 by Lieutenant Archibald Blair, who made 2
cireuit; of the entire archipelago, and embodied the result of his researches in
general charts, plans, and a report containing useful information for mariners.

The islands are indented by numerous bays and inlets, and are covered
with forests of lofty trees, rendered iwpervious by tangled Lrushwood and
intertwining creepers and rattans. Ixtensive coral reefs and shoals abound,
and the shares are consequently dangerous, Some places may be distinguished
afar off by white cliffs, which rise abruptly from the sea.

Three of the islands are so contiguous, being separated by very narrow
straits,’ that they are usually considered as one island, under the name of the
Great Andaman. Ibtis 140 miles long, and its greatest breadth is 20 miles,
and it may therefore be said to have a surface of about 2,800 square miles. fn
the centre, there is a mountain culled the Saddle Peak, 2,400 feet sbove the
level of the sea. The north peak of the saddle is at the distance of nearly two
miles from the south peak ; and there is a great hollow between them,

' 'The island has several excellent harbours, Port Andaman, on the south-
west coast was # minutely surveyed” by Lieutenant Blair'in 1789. He re-
ported that it was sheltered from the force of the monsoons ; Lhat the anchor-
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age was safu; and thab there was an abundance of good fresh water at the
place. . He next examined Port Camphell, of which he also approved ; but he
said that it would be diffieult of access during the south-west monsoon. e
found another good harbour at MePherson’s Strait ; but the anchorage was bad.
None of these pleased him so much as Port Cornwallis, or, asit was afterwards
called, Old Harbour, situated near the southern doast, on the East side of the
island ; of which he made 2 most favorable report. He described it as a very
secure harbour, and as so easy of access, and * so perfectly screened from wind
and sea, that a ship might run in without anchors or eables’” without sustain-
. ing damage, and might depart from it in either
Tide enclosure to letter from - .
Jevaor Secretary to Government Tonsoon. He was further of opinion that it was
?gsgeﬂé’& 2gﬂf9d 15th January, eapable of being very strongly defended against

’ ) an enemy. In September, 1789, Lieutenant
Blair was ordered to take possession of this harbour; and a little colony was
speedaly formed. He shortly after wrote to Liord Cornwallis, “ I have the satisfac-
tion to inform you that the settlement is healthy.” He continued to send simi-
lar reports during the whole time that this place was oceupied, that is, for about
three years. Unforbunately, on the 12th November, 1792, without reference to
sanitary considerations, orders were issued for the removal of the settlement to
a more capacious harbour on the north-east side of the island, in which Her
Majests’s Ships of War could be more conveniently received and sheltered dur-
ing the continuance of the north-east mongoon. The following is Colonel
Symes's description of the harbour: “ Land-locked on all sides, nothing is to
“be seen bub an exfensive sheet of water, resembling a vast lake, interspersed
“ with small islands, and environed by lofty mountains clothed with impene-
“{iralle forests. The scenery of nature is uncommonly striking and grand.”
This place also received the name of Port Cornwallis. The settlement, how-
ever, was not situated on the prineipal island, but on a’smaller one, within the
harbour, named Chatham Island.

‘The natural position of the new place chosen for the settlement, was ab-
Jjectionable on sanitary grounds ; because the south-west moensoon, sWeeping up
the entire length of the island group, and passing over dense forests, filled, no
doubt, with noxious exhalations, from rotting vegetation, would carry with it
an accumulation of miasma and moistare fo the north-east side. Captain
Hopkinsen, the Commissioner of Arracan, wriling on the 8th February, 1836,
says, that, with a similar position, the same thing happens at Kyouk Phyoo.
“The south-west wind, travelling up Ramree Island, makes it, during the
“rains, exceedingly unhealthy ; while at Akyab,-the rainy season, when the
“ wind blows directly on the town from the sea, is, I think, the healthiest period
“of the year.” Partly also owing to the obstruction of the clouds by Ligh
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mountains, the island of Great Andaman is for eight months in the year, wash.
ed by incessant torrents. Colonel Symes wrote in 1795, ¢ According to the
“ meteorological table kept by Captain Stokoe, t'iere appears to have fallen,
“in scven months, 98 inches of water, a quantity far exceeding what I had
“ever heard of in any other country.”

It was not surprizing, therefore, that towards the close of 1793, the very
first year after the removal of the colony, sickness prevailed to an alurming
extent amony the settlers. There were, by this time, several convicts, artili-
cers, &c , at this place, besides the Europeans and lascars of an artillery detach-
ment. 'I'he surgeon of the settlement reported that one-fourth of the number
were quite unfit for any kind of duty. They sulfered chiefly from intermittent
fever, ague, aud an “induration and enlargement of the spleen.”” The unheal-
thiness of the place had commenced with the rains, which had been so severe,
that tliere had been few vpportunities of doing any work without doors.

In February, 1796, the Governor General in Council eonsidered it yrudent
to withdraw the settlement, * both with a view to
bumanity and economy,” as not only had there
been “ great sickness and mortality,” which, it was
feared, would continue, but the Goversment had been put to * great expense,’”
and had suffered much ¢ embarrassment’” in aintaining the settlement, and
“in conveying to it supplics at that period.” The convicts were transferred

. _ to Denang,* and the settlers and others, about 550
'y::iht’ z]i:“:rg;l?z;‘f}l‘uﬁ gf:t persons, were brought back to Bengal. « Cousider-
Andaman, came into the pos- “ing how little hygiene had been studied in those
onrlon, ofthe Biitsh s fowyears o 4208 saysC tain Hopkinson, “and that the na-
earbier, in 1786, ays, saystLap p ’

“ ture of remittent fever, which commonly attends
“ the clearing of lands for new settlements in all intertropical regious, was scarce-
“ly understood, that its attacks must have Leen constantly provoked aud then
“invited anew by the mode of treatment employed to repel them, that quinine
‘ had not been then discovered, I am surprised that not more than one-fourth
“ were sick.” In the event of a fresh attempt being made to form a settlements
he wolild prefer a return to old Port Cornwallis, or else to move to the west-
ern side of the group; and he thinks that at Interview Island or Port Anda-
man (the first port made by Lieutenant Blair), a suitable position would be
found. “IfI am right in my conjecture,” he adds, “ that most of the wrecks
“ on the Andamans occur during the south-west monsoon, when the West const
* is the lee shore, the fact would be an additional argument for haviag the
“ gettlement on the western side.”

The sea within the eastern and western'range of these islands, is said to be
Mr, Quigley’s pamphlet, page 20, sheltered from violent agitatiou in every direction,

Resolution of Government,
February, 1796.
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Me. Quigley, describing Inteiview Island, which lies to the south-west of
Great Andaman, states that it is almost surrounded by a sandy beach;
and that, owing to “a greab rise and fall of tide,”’ it is admirably adapted for
the coostruction of docks for the building and repairing of small-sized ships.

The islauds scem to owe their origin chiefly to igneous agency. In 1789,
vwhen Licutenant Blaie visited Barren Islangd, he saw a voleano on it in a violent
state of eruption ; and in Great Coco, the soil of the hills consists of decom-
posed lava, The shores, however, are of coral formation; generally to the
extent of a mile inwards, froin low-water mark. In the Nicobar group, there
are some islets, as for instance the one named Monthoule, which ave entirely of
coral formation.

Whether the Andamans actually * teem with the precious metals,” as
was supposed by * the late Dr. Hel{er” (a gentleman to whom an incidental allu-
sion is made in Mr. Quigley’s pamphlet), a geologist could alone determine,
after a careful examination of the rocks and soil. Dr. Helfer appeais to have
been killed by the savages, Whether he had previously made auy researches
cannot be ascertained from the materials before the writer. Near the southern
extremity of Great Andaman, “ where it is mountainous and rocky, some indi-
catious of minerals have appeared paiticularly often. There is alo a kind
of freestone, containing a yellow shining spar.” Mr. Quigley remarked that
the natives of Interview Island had made themselves interesting to those
seeking for information, some by daubing their foreheads *“ very thickly, with
o i tuske, or red ochre;’* some by coloring their
# This is also the practice of . .
the South Sea islanders. foreheads with “a blue pigwent, probably mane.

ganese ;" and others by rubbing their bodies with
“ grey iron ore, sparkling like mica, which is plentiful on the western side of the
island.”

The following is Mr. Quigley's description of the geological features of
Interview Island, bus it is questionable whether it should be offered on the ex
pede Iercylem principle.  We have no similar information regarding Great
Andaman. Lieutenant Blair, in his report to Government, speaks in general
terms of the soil and climate of New Port Cornwallis, namely, that they are
“all that can be expected from the most happy tropical situation.”

“The soil towards the North-west (of Interview Island) is apparently a
mixture of decomposed slate and clay, the slate gradually disappearing on

4  Here T came across chlori- a’pproaePing: the hill runmng in the centre.f
tic slate or soft rock slate clay, Vegetation is abundant over all the slate forma-
containieg magnesia.” tion. From the regularity of the girection of

the strata, the valleys are numerous, and much
alluvial soil is washed down, which, blending with fallen leaves and other
putrescent substances, produces a good Superﬁcial Soﬂ, in which trees grow to
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a large size, and the shrubs and smaller plants become particularly luxuriant
and productive,

“The extreme western portion of theisland is composed of a succession
of stratified roeks ; a difference at once distinguishable by the form and nature
of the ranges, and the direction of the shores, The hills are irrcgularly heap-
ed together, the streams are intricate and tortuous in their course, and the
shores are formed by deep sinuosities and prominently projecting headlands. The
chaunels also are studded with innumerable islands and rocks extremely
dangerous to navigation. In this position, the rock is for the most part granite
and greenstone ; and it is a remarkable fact, that where the greenstone forma-
tion berminates, there the islands cease to appear. The decomposition of granite
and other primitive rocks which are found there, forms but a poor unproduc-
tive soil ; so thab although the land is thickly covered with shrubs, they are all
small and stunted. The torrents of water also that pour down the sides of the
hull, as appears from the hollows formed by the water-courses, wash away the
partial accumulations of soil that are occasionally deposited; consequently few
trees are to be found, excepb in clefts and recesses of the rocks, where dvcom-
posed vegetable matter collects and nourishes their growth., The hollows are
surrounded by a line of “ yarra gum trees, or white bark eucalyptus, which,’
(i.e. the hollows) ‘secmed at a distance to eoptain lakes, but insiead of
water, I found only blocks of vesicular trap, consisting, apparently, of granular
felspar. Hornblende rock also appeared in the banks enclosing them. "The
soil South of the island is, generally speaking, a rich loamy soil, with fine
vegetable mould in some places. It is very productive; a fact evidenced Ly
the luxuriant growth of the forest trees in this quarter, and the perfect success
which attended my cultivation of the date, pumpkin, and orunge tree.

- “The soil of many of the western islands which I visited, is rich and
prolific; such as the larger Reef Inlet Island, the Western Island, and Land-
fall Island.”

Regarding the climate of Interview, Mr, Quigley says: “ The temperatare
of the 1sland I should consider low, but the climate mild.”

1t has been asserted positively, as a remarkable fact, founded on the ¢ state-
ments of many respectable authorities,” that while the Nicobar Islands, the
nearest of which is 72 miles to the South of the Andamaos, and the Cocos,
which are 30 or 40 miles to the North of the Andamans, produce cocoanuts in
great abundance, which are largely exported, not a single cocoanut tree has
been found on any of the Andaman Islands., ‘Whatever theory this stabement
might induce a person to constract, would be partially destroyed by a reference
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to the report submitted to Government by Lieute-
nant Blair, on the 27th May, 1763  That officer
in his circumnavigation of the group, saw cogoa-
nut trees in two places; and in 1849, when Mr. Quigley gave the natives of
Interview a cocoanut, and desired them to pub it into the ground, they made
signs to him, by which he understood them to mean that there were plenty
of cocoanub trees on the island. The fact, however, yet remains, that while
cocoanut trees are rarely scen on the Andamans, they are abundant on the
Nicobars and on the Cocos. Colonel Symes noticed (with regret, for the sake
of the natives) that there were none to be found at Port Cornwallis. On the
other hand, it is stated in Busch’s Journal, that from Car Nicobar alone, © moie
than 25 cargoes of not less than 100,000 nuts each, leave the islands every
year.” It is quite apparent that in a commercial point of view, the Andamans
are not of the same importance at present as the Nicobars and the Cocos.

Of timber trees, the Andamaus are prolific. Lieutenant Dlair, in his
description of Port Cornwallis, reported to Government that “ the land in the
vicimty of the harbour abounded with timber trees of excellent quality, and
fit for all the various parts of ships.”” 'There aré also several kinds of wood,
well suited for building purposes, for posts, beams, &e.

The following are the names of the trees which have been found on this
group ; but there may be many others which have not been seen, owing to the
ditficulty of penetrating very far into the forests:

The banyan; the common almond ; the wood oil res, which grows to a

great height ;* the penaigre, “ well adapted for

Publie (Home) Consultation
31st May, 1793, Noa. 6 to 9.

* From 80 to 100 fect; and

i girth from 10 to 12 feet, A
great quantity of ou can be
obtamed from one of these
trecs ; and it is from tlus order
{ Dipterocarpea) that the com-
mwounest pitches and varmshes
of India are produced.

+ Probably Deospyrus melan-
oxylon, which grows on the Co-
romnandel coast.

T One species of satin wood
yiclds wood-oil. Another spe-
cies 18 the Cedrela foona, or com-
mon toon,

the knees of ships ;”’ the iron tree, of * stupendous
size,”” the timber of which almost bids defiance to
the axe; the red wood, which “ makes beautiful
furniture, little inferior™to fiue mahogany ;" the
ever-green beech (fagyus betuloides ;) the lance
wood tree ; a species of ebony,t the mountain-jack
(Artocarpus echinatus) ; the * poon,” “ soondry,”
“ chingry,” and “beady ;” the Jammer-tree;the
cotton tree; the Alexandrian laurel ; the acacia ;
catechu ; the cocoanut ; poplars ; aloes; mangos ;
and a tree resembling the satin-wood.$ There is
also a tree of enormous size, “one having been

found to measure 30 feet in eircumference,”” producing a very rich dye. Mr.

Quigley says that he saw on the beach of Interview Island, a number of “ fine

fir trees,” at regular distances, Among the other vegetabla productions, may

be named mangroves (rhizopkora), pampkins, bamboos, and ground-ratians.
12
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Hogs, rats, mounkeys, and ichneumons appear to be the only mammalia

which have been seen on Great Andaman. On

* Perhaps he was msinform-  Interview Island, however, Mr. Quigley says that
'd a8 to these ferss, It does . . .

10t appear that he saw them. there are tigers, leopards* e species of white

monkey, wild cats, wild dogs, a species of black

pig with skort legs, and several kinds of squirrels. A species of whale also

resorts to these islands,

According to Colonel Symes, birds are not numerous in Great Andaman.
Déves, parroquets, and the Indian crow are the most common. Iawks are
sonietimes “ temporary visitors.”” Lieutenant Blair saw several caves oceupied
by vast numbers of the small swallows (Rirundo esculenta and k. fusfogu) which
build the edible nests so highly prized by the Chinese as a delicacy and resto-
ative, Mr, Quigley gives the following longer list of birds in bis description
of Interview Island : wild fow], ground doves, large green pigeons, teals, plovers,
curlews, bulbuls, large and small parrots, mynabs, the red-headed wood-pecker,
honey-suckers, a large brown hawk, a white headed fish hawk, the king-crow,
the tailor-bird, cranes, white herons, crow-pheasants, blackbirds, and thrushes.
On the westurn side, parrots and humming-Lirds are said to bLe very numerous,

The reptiles are snakes (several rpecies), lizards, iguanas, tortuises, and
turtles. The laborers of the setilement at New Port Cornwallis, whilst elearing
away the underwood, were frequently bitten by snakes; “ but in no instance,”
says Colonel Symes, “ did the bite prove mortal, although the patients com-
monly fell into violent canvulsions, Eau-de-luce and opium were the remedics.”
Another writer speaks of a ¢ very venomous green snake.”

Fishes are in great variely and abundance. Among them are mullets,
skabes, soles, pomfrets, rock-fish, gurnards, sardines, roe-bills, sable-fish, the
shod, the aloose, and the cockup.

Under other heads of natural history may be mentioned centipedes, scor-
pions, prawns, and crabs, oysters, &e.

During the north-east monsoon, the people of the Malay coast of Sumatra
visit the Andamans in prabus, for the purpose of collecting the edible nests,
and fishing for sea-slugs called “ trepang,” or biche-de-mer, which is also a
Chinese dainty.

‘With regard to fresh water, Lieutenant Blair saw several good springs
and rivulets in Great Andaman. One of the latter had its source from the
South peak of the Saddle. On the South-west side of Interview Island, Mr.
Quigley saw a serpentine or zigzag lake (20 feet wide) of good fresh water.
“ Wherever,” he says, “ native huts appear, water is sure to be found ; but as
it partakes of a disagreeable vegetable flavour, it is only nepessary to warm it
before use.”
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The inhabitants of these islands are not merely a distinet, but widely
different race from the natives of the Nicobars. The latter are evidently Ma-
lays, and are compmatively in a state of civilization, the former resemble
negroes, and are probably of the same stock as the Papuans and the abori-
gines of Australia, Their language bears no atfinity to that of the Nicobariaus,
From a very eatly pertod, even from a time anterior to that of Sindbad the

" sailor, they had the reputation of being Caonibals, This disgusting charge
against them is worthy of being examined. It points, in reality, o a very piti-
alle Tact, and a httle scrutiny of the matter will serve to give an insight into
the wretched condition of this people.

The Andamanese were the Anthropoephagi, or man-eaters, of Ptolemy.
Two Mahomedan travellers of the ninth century, travslated by Lenaudot,
bave left the following description of them: %The people eat hutaan flesh

€ The natives of Now Guinea quite raw ; their complexion is black; their hair
are culled Papusus, from a Ma. 17izzled ;* their countenance and eyes frightful;
lay word sigmifying frizaled baire  their fees are very large, almost a cubit ; 4nd they
go quite naked.” Colonel Symes’s picture of
their personal appearance is not less ugly. “In stature,’ he says, ** they
seldom exceed five feet ; their limls are disproportionably slender; their
bellies protuberant ;. with high shoulders and large heads; and, stiange to
find in this part of the world, they are a degenerate race of Negroes, with woolly
hair, flat noses, and thick lips. Their eyes are small and red, their skin of a
deep sooty black, whilst their countenances exhibit the extreme of wretched-
ness; & horrid mixture of famine and ferocity.”” The words underlined in this
place, give a clue to the truth, which is further developed by Colonel Symes,
when he says, that if these miserable savages do eat human flesh, the desire
for it probably arises “ more from the Impulse of hunger, than from voluntary
choice ; a conclusion that well authenticated instances of the distress they at
the times endure, appear to authorize.” Mr. Quigley, too, says: “If they
ever eat human flesh, I should think they do not do so by preference, but ouly
when urged by necessity, in the absence of other food.”” It haa been remarked
that they bury their dead, and that the bodies of persons killed by them have
. been afterwards found without the flesh having
nltl}:f:g‘;p“ :ﬁﬁ:g:::ymtrgzgﬁ been cut off, or any limb severed.t Nevertheless,
1y, the uatives of New Caledonia, when it is eonsidered that they are among the
who are knowa to be Cannibals, . T
did mot eat ihe Fremchman Very lowest in the scale of civilization, and that
whom they had treacherously they have very limited means of rubsistence, it
kilted, may well be believed that they have sometimes
been driven to the necessity of eating human flesh. Their forests * contain
no animals to supply them with food.” The cocoanut is hardly known to



( 62 )

them. Whatever esculent herbs their islands may produce, can be of little
use to them, as they have no pot or vessel that can bear the action of fire.
They eat the fruit of the mangrove, alter steeping it in an embanked puddle
of water. In their vegetable diet, Eujropeans have not discovered much that
is palalable or nutritious. Their ¢ attenuated and diseased figure too plainly
indicates the want of wholesome nourishment.”” During the short time that
Colonel Symes was at Port Cornwallis,  a coasting party one day discovered a
man and a boy stretched on the beach, apparently in the last stage of famine.
They were conveyed to the settlement. Unfortunately, every effurt of human-
ity failed to save the man ;" but the boy recovered, and was afterwards in
the service of Colonel Kyd at Calcutts.

The principal food of these islarders is fish, with occasional entremets of
rats, guanas, lizards, and snakes. _There are also a few wild hogs, which they
gometimes catch and eat. They shoot fish, like the South Sea islanders, with
bows aund arrows, and get them plentifully during the north-east monsoon, but
often seek for them in vain during the tempestuous season. Having no induace-
ment: to penetrate their forests, they are disposed along the coasts in small
knots or sacieties, restlessly “climbing rocks or roving along the margin of
the sea, in quest of a precarions meal of fish.” As soon as they fail to obtain
a sufficient supply at one spot, they desert the frail huts erected there, and
proceed to another part of the coast.

Their huts and implements are of the rudest description. Their canoes
bave outriggers; and the largest seen by Mr. Quigley could contain eight per-
sons. In thesethey cross over to the neighbouring islands. Their arrows and
spears are barbed and headed with hard wood. They possess uothing that is
mads of iron. Their sharpest implements are coral-shell knives. Mr, Quigley
says, that they ‘ despise both iron, copper, and other metals, much of which
lay ‘scatbered upon the beach, belonging to the wreck of the Emily, and which,
when they found them held in high estimation, they collected and delivered to
thd people of the Schooner Sea Serpent.”” This little anecdote deserves to be
placed in juxta-position with what is stated in Busch’s Journal regarding the
moreenlightened people of Nancowry Harbouy, in the Nicobars. ¢ We found,”
says the writer, # that some of our visitors from Nancowry had managed to
steal the brass rullocks of our cutter.”

“Of the character of the inhabitants,” eays the Officiating Superinten~
dent of Marine, in his letter to Government, dated the 13th January 1858, “it
is sufficient to say, that they are cruel and treacherous savages, and that they
are frequently Cannibals from necessity, if not from choice.” In the same
letter, it is stated that when, in November 1844, the Brifon and the Runny-
mede were cast ashore on the East Andaman, with 700 men of Her Majesty’s
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50th and 80th Regiments on board, *although the troops mustered strong,
and had saved their arms, ammunition, four of the party had been wounded
with spears by the natives at the time the Commander of the Briton left the
island.”” Ope writer states, that the savages are “cunning, erafty, and re-
vengeful, and frequently express their aversion to strangers in a loud and
threatening tone of voice, exhibiting various sigus of defiance, and expressing
their contempt by the most indecent gestures.” At the commencement of
the Jist Burmese War, nhen the army under Sir Archibald Campbell had
aacnlld at Pt Cornwallis, the natives * never failed to evince the hostile
{:ehugs with which they regarded a stranger’s visib to their shores, by shoot-
ing fhghts of arrows at the boats, and flying to the iuterior, as soon as a land-
ing was effected”’  Sowe of the sebtlers who originally went to Port Corn-
wallis were killed l;y then,

The picture hasits lights as well as its shades. Mr. Quigley and Lieutenant
Blair suggest some of the canses of the hostility, amounting almost to a passion,
displayed towards strangers by these savages, who have, in many instances, been
as much sinned against ag sipning.  They have had grounds for acting on their
savage instincts, The former gentleman says, that “ the intercourse with the
natives” (of Interview Island) “was of the most friendly character, and was
latterly approaching to familiarity ;> and he thinks that their general inimical
disposition is owing to many of them baving been kidnapped and sold into slavery
by the Malays, who collect trepang and edible nests on their coasts. Lieute-
nant Blair recorded his impression in the following words: “Several of the
natives have been carried off to gratify an unwarrantable curiosity, and others
entrapped and sold for slaves. Unless these alleviating circumstances are con.
sidered, a most unfavorable and unjust opinion would be formed of the natives,
Our intercourse with those in the neighbourhood of the Old Harbour, afforded
frequent opportunities of observing that they are susceptible of the mosé ten-
der impressions, and that their dispositions are happy.” * When Colonel
Symes was at Port Cornwallis, some Bengal fishermen belonging to the settle-
ment were killed; but it was discovered that they had provoked the outrage.
They had enticed a woman, by the allurement of food, to come so close, that
she was made p}isoner. Instead of relieving her hunger, {hey proceeded to
offer violence. The cries of the poor creature brought a numerous troop of
savage friends to her assistance, who, rushing out of the thickets, attacked and
killed two of the yet more savage aggressors.” The bodies of the Bengalees
were afterwards found, “ pierced with sharp, weapons, and pounded with stones
until every bone was broken.” These naked and unbutored barbarians are not
without a moral sense. Colonel Symes relates that two young women, who
had been eaptured on board a ship at anchor in the harbour “soon got rid of
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all fear of violence, except what might be offered to their chastity, which they
guarded with unremitting vigilanee. Although they had a small apartment
allovted to themselves, and had no real cause for apprehension, one always
watched whilst the other slept.”

« Their religion,” says Colanel Symes, * is the simple, but genuine homage
of nature to the incomprehensible Ruler of the universe, expressed in adora-
tion to the sun, and moon, the genii of the woods, &c. In the Spirit of the
storms, they confess-the influence of a malignant being, and during the South-
west monsoon, when tempests prevail with unusual violence, they depreeate
his wrath by wild choruses, which they chant in small congregations assem-
Lled on the beach, or on some rock that overhangs the ocean.”

The total number of the inliabitants has been variously estimated. Colo-
nel Symes wrote in 1795: “The population of the Great Andaman and all its
dependencics, does not, according to Captain Stokoe, exceed 2,000 or 2,500
souls”” An anonymous writer makes the following remark. “ According to
Hamilton (1815), the inbabitants do not exceed 2,500 or 2,600 souls ; but later
accounts state their numbers to be about 10,000.”

The Coco Isles.

These two little isles are a few miles distant from the North-east point of
Great Andaman, 'Lhe larger of them is six miles long and two broad, the
smaller two miles and a half long, and nearly a mile broad, They are shelter-
ed by the Andamans from the heavy South-west swell of the Bay of Bengal,
and afford facilities for careening vessels in safcty ; of both the islands it may
be said, that they have a fine sandy beacli all round, one or two commodious
bays, and good anchorage, and that at the Southern extremity of each there
is a reef of rocks extending several miles into the sea. DBoth islands also are
uninhabited. In April 1849, an attempt was made to form a small settlement
at Great Coco. Three Europeuns, one Kast Indian, and eight Durmese pro-
ceeded thither from Moulwein ; but chaosing a very unbhealthy site, close to
an accumulation of decayed vegetable matter, seven of the number died, and
the rest abandoned the island. The Burmese, however, who visit it every
year, for the purpose of collecting and drying eocoanuts, do not find it &0 an-
healthy. They go over from Tavoy, Dassein, Moulmein, and Arracan, and
occupy it during the whole of the North-east monsoon, leaving it at the com-
mencement of the South-west monsoon, when it is probably less healthy.
“These men,” says Mr. Quigley, “informed me that whatever sickness pre-
vailed amongsh them, originated at Little Coco, and that they generally im-
proved in health on return to Great Coco. As evidence of the truth of their
statements, the fact that fowls, which never thrive where marsh miasma pre-
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vails to any extent, have increased and multiplied on the island.”  Little Coco
1s a very marshy, and of course unhealthy, place. Swamps, thickly covered
with willows, and dotted with a fow clumps of pine trees, exist here and there
upon tle island,” and “are the cause of the fever and ague with which almost
every vie is abtackel whe makes any long stay‘m i5.”"  For this reason, the
Burmese oceupy Great Coco during the North-easé monsoon, and make only
short trips to the smaller island, where cocoanuts are very abundant.

The smaller Coco rises to an elevated plateau in the centre, and bhas chief-
Iy an alluvial soil. The larger one has a flat plain of rich black mould, sur-
rounded by hills, which are coated with a soil of decomposed lava, of a Jdeep
chocolate color. * Both descriptions of soil are exveedingly fertile and suited
to the grownth of all deseriptions of European and tropical grain and fruits.”

The following are the vegetable productions, besides cocoanuts. The
wood-oil tree; the wild palm (pheenir pafustris) ; the fig; the pigeon pea, or
doll; tiic common almond ; the rendia dumatorwm, the bark of which is used
for intoxicating fish ; the mountain jack; the heart apple; the mangoe; the
mangosteen ;* the beteluut; the sweet kroat,
the rattan; the tree from which the Burmese
obtain the materiuls for making torch-lights;

¥

# I it has the mangosteen, then
the nutmeg should follow,

“a species of timber for spars;” and “a variety of other desemptions of
trees, which are capable of being applied to ship-building.” In the patches
cultivatel by the Burmese and by the late emigrants, were seen the plantain,
the pine-apple, the silk-cotton tree, pumpkins, chillies, garlics, onions, the
tamarind, the orange, &e. Grass grows very luxuriantly in both the islands,
and affords nourishing food to numerous large guanas, aud shelter to flocks of
teals,

The only mammalia are a few wild bo‘ars, black pigs, aud very large
cats.

The birds are teals; wild fowl; plovers ; ground doves, (Columla Indica);
crow-pheasants (Centropus Phillipensis) ; white and gieen pigeons; curlews
and quails and partridges in abundaree. A number of domestie fonls hiiving
been set adrift in Great Coco, are now running wild ahout the jungle.

The sLores swarm with large fish, prawns, crabs, oysters, turtlss, &e.

There are snakes of many kinds in Little Coco ; among them the Cobra
Capella, and a small viper of a& very vensmous deseription. Thers are also
Lz ds, guanas, and blood-suckers.

I the sawe swampy island, sand-flies and musquitoes, as might be ex-
pected, are *exceedingly troublesome.” The musquitoes are of alarge anl
venomous kind. .

Fresh water is easily obtained at all seasons. It may be had in Little

K
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Coco by digging to the depth of 5 or 6 fect, On the North-east ride of Great
Coco, there is a tank of good water, 200 feet in length, by 50 in breadth.
Honey and wax are to be found in small quantities.

The Nicobar Isles.

The Nicobars are situated between 650" and 920" Noith latitude, and
0250 and 94-10" East longitude. The group consists of nine larger i<londs
and some smaller ones. The two most Southern are called respectively Great
and Little Niwcobar. The former is more than 20 miles long and 8 across in
the widest part It has a fine bay on the North-east side; anotlier to the
South, environed by hills and rocks and lofty trees; and a third on the
South-east side, round which the surf breaks vivlently, but which affurds good
protection against the North-east monsoon. Little Nicobar is not half so large,
It has a bay on the North-west side, regarding which Captain Lewis, the writer
of Busch’s Journal, states: It is, withoub exception, the finest we have scen,
and possesses many advantages.” There is a bay at Terressa, “ well protected
against the North-east and South-west monsoon, but exposed to an Lasterly
gale.”’

The Danes formed a settlement on this groupin 1756, but abandoned it 12
years alter. In 1833, Her Majesty’s Ship Magicienne touched at one of the
islands, and found there a Danish Governor, Mr. Rosen (with 50 or 60 sepoys),
who had instructions to carry on a trade in betel-nuts and edible-nests, to the
exclusion of other nations. In 1845, with the concurrence of the Dauish
Government, Mr. D, €. Mackey, of the firm of Messrs. Mackey and Company,
of this city, the Consul for Denmark, despatched an expedition to the Nicobars,
under Mr. Buschr and Captain Lewis (the present Master Attendant ab
Rangoon), who hoisted the Dauish ﬂaé at Pulo Condul and Great Nicobar.
They found the ruins of the last Danish settlement ou the island of Camorta.
“ There was not a vestige of plantation or of cultivation, though the hills and
valleys all round are entirely free fiom jungle.”” “We regretted inuch,” BAYS
Captzun Lewis, “ that we conld never obtain any clear account of the settlement
nor ‘of thé misfortunes and obstacles it mwust have met with. The Islanders
spoke with affection of the settlers, and also of the Government.” «In the
absence of a correct report regarding the last settleraent in thesa islands,” he
continues, “it is almost uscless to speculate on the probable causes of its
fuilure ; but it would appear to have becn undertaken by men with little practi-
cal knowledge of colonization, who had themselves no interest at stake, and
unprovided with means adequate to the task. In an attempt of this kind, all
depends on the first sebtlers; they have every thing to face, and should be well
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provided for accordingly, well lodged, well fed and attended, and their wants
should. as far as possible, be anticipated ; whereas these had to depend upon
a trading communication with the parent colony. A lukh of Riupees, properly
disbursed at first, would avail more than five lakhs in as many years.” 1leis of
opinion that the best plan would be to eolonize the island with Chinese laborers,
.and alss with people from the Coromandel coast. In 1846, Captain Steen
B.ile, the Commander of a Danish Corvette, having reported to his Govern-
ment “ the present unhealthy state of these nominal possessions of the Danish
crown, and the great expense which would attend any attempts to make

Ion'ble Court’s Despatch No, thel.n habitable by Europeaf:s,”‘ His Danish
2 of 1858, dated 1st February,  Majesty came to the determination of finally

abandoning all right to the islands.

The Officiating Superintendent of Marine, in his letter to Government,
dated the 18th January last, states that Mr. Mackey * speaks very favorably
of the Nicobars as a field for colonization, and is of opinion, that il the jungle
were clearcd away, and other sanitary measures adopted, the Nicobars would
become as healthy as Penang ; an epinion which is by no means uncommon,
and which, the Officiating Superintendent adds, he has every reason to concaur
in.” . .

The surface of these islands is hilly. At the Southern harbour of Great
Nicobar, the nearest hill, on being measured, was found to be 1,575 feet above
the level of the sea. There were others in the interior, of a greater height.
In Little Nicvbar, some of the hills are supposed to be about 1,000 or 1,200
feet above the sea-level. The island of Bompoka rises abruptly from the beach
to the height of 750 feet. Pulo Cobra is a small bigh island, bristling with
" cocoanut and Letel-nat trees. )

Little is known of the interior of these islands. At Great and Little
Nicobar “ not a cleared spot is to be seen, except bere and there a slip of
land.” Heavily timbered Liils occupy the rest of the space. At Terrcssa,
the suil on the sea-shore is * admirably adapbed for cocoanut trees, while the
high land throughout the centre of the island is red clay, with limestone, and
is covered with a rich vegetable mould. I$ appears admirably adapted for
the growth of sugar-cane, particularly as the elimace is said to be moist, bot,
and nof very fempestuous, and the advantage of a sea-breezo could not fuil to
evsure a good cane.””  “The land being rather low, there it nothing to arrest
the clouds, so that the rains cannob be very heavy. The heat on fhe high
land is reported to be moderate.” It scldom rains during December, January,
February, and March, which are dry and hot months. At Little Nieobar, the
Leat under the awning, on the 22nd April, was frequently above 100°.

On a second visit o Terressa, one of Mr. Busch’s party brought away
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“These specimens of coal,
though collected 1 various
parts of the Nicobars, would
seem to be very much ahke in
thar nature, though differing a
Little m  appearance. They
have been no doubt injured by
long exposure m the sands, to
the weather, and to the sun, as
well as water. To this cause
is due their burnmg with hittle
flime, as well a8 their hardness
and great specific gravity. But
otherwise they are, or at least
were, good coal. They seem to
bear, both in appearance and
chemical properties, a nearer
resemblance to the pitch, or
Cannel coal of the httle Tenas-
serim river, than any other
spectmen I have seen. The
circumstance of their bemng all
8o nearly ahke, 18 a favorable
indication of the probable exa
1atence of one great b'd extend-
ing to a considerable Proporaion
through the islands.’
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“gpecimens of the soil on the high land, which is a
red clay with stones, having a burnt appearance,
one or two being certainly imnetallic.” A large
quantity of coal was obtained from the natives of
Little Nicobar, who found it on Trice Ixland, at
low-water. It resembled lignite or half-chaired®
wood, It was very heavy, compared with the
common coal, burned freely, and emitted a strong
sulphurous vapour. Coal was also found at the
following places: At Busch Island, alarge picee ;
at Pulo Condul, on the North-east side of Great
Nicobar, two pieces of rafher better quality ; and
at the Southern bay of the same island. The
rocks, where the last-mentioned specimen was
picked up, consisted of aoft sandstone and clay-
slate, Dr. McClelland, Sceretary to the Coal
Committee, analyzed these specimuens at the
Hon’ble Company’s Dispensary, and came to

the conclusion noted in the margin.

A great traffic is carried on with some of these islands. Car Nicobar is
visited by numerous English and Burmese vessels; as well as native crafts from
the Coromandel Coast. “'The staples of the island are cocoanuts, betel-nuts,
pigs, poultry, and yams,” which are bartercd for fowling-pieces, hatchets,
knives, &c, and are also sold for Rupees and Spanish Dollara. The natives
keep a regi-ter of the vessels that touch at the island. At Terressa, besides
cocoanuts and yams; wild mangosteens are abundant, ¢ Sugar-cane of a very
superior description,” says the writer of Busch’s Journal, is also found; but
we did not see it growing, The cane which was brought to us, appeared half
cultivated, half-wild, was full of saccharine matter, but had a strong woody
fibre,” 'The jungle abounds with wild pigs. The inhabitants of Nancowry
harbour, where many vessels have been plundered, have much intercourse with
the Malays and the Burmese. Mr. Busch’s party found Malays there, prepar-
ing trepang for the China market. “ The natives brought adulterated ambergris,
and dammers of very superior quality.”” At Little Nicobar the cocoanuts are
not equal in size to those of Car Nicobar, nor are they so plentiful; but the
water which they contain is “ far sweeter and cooler.” Pine-apples grow there
wild, and in abundance, and a few excellent limes, or rather lemons, are to be
found, Trice Island is visited every year by Malays, who remain there for 6
or 8 months, and prepare trepang, collect edible nests and turtle shell, and sell

rice, arrack, and printed goods to the inhabitants, At Camorta too, “ the Malays
varry on much trade.”



( 69 )

At Trice Island, there were ¢ several mayguificent specimens of the banyan
tree.” One covered a space of grouud cvne-third of a mile in circumference, and
%1ts branches literally swarmed with birds.”” An “ ensrmous poor tree” was lying
overthrown, having been evidently attacked by white ants, which were
DUWHEreus.

The only marmmalia of these islands seem to be moukeys and pigs.

Among the lirds are a species of * hurrial” pigeon, the white-eliff pigeon,
“ the well known splendid ground pigeon of the Nicobars,”” kingfi-hers, the blue-
tailed bee-eater, the swallow of the edible nests, Lill myuahs, the oriole or
wangoe bird, the Malayan species of honey-sucker, &c.

There is no want of fresh water : some considerable rivulets were seen.

Colonel Symes speaks of the natives as the * mild inotfensive Nicobarians.”
Tley may Le mild; but they seem to Le too treacherous and covetous to be
inoffensive, expecially the people of Nancowry harbour, who have the piratical
propensities of the Malays, aud “ bear a bad character even among their own
country men.”

At Terressa, Mr. Busch found two French missionaries, who gave him an
account of the plundering and scuttling of the following vessels :

1. 1In 1839, at Nancowry, the whaling vessel Pilos. H. M. S. Wanderer
was in 1540, despatched “ to avenge this affair.” She fired some sho's, and
bLurned a few huts; bubt the natives did not care for such a dcmonstration.
“The only puni:hment to affeet them, would be the destiuction of their
cocoanu} trees.”

2. In 1833, at Nancowry, a craft of two masts, commanded by an Eura-
sian. )

8. In 1844, at Nancowry, a vessel of 100 tons, commanded by Captain
Caw.

4. In August 1844, at Terressa, the Schoover Alary, commanded by
Siguor Ignacio Ventura, 150 tous.

The crews of the above vessels were all murdered. It is supposed that
the Malays who collect edible mests, ¢ instigated some of the massacres.”
“ Purcly pative cralts, however, have never been known to be attacked;
probably because the tewptation is not sufficient.”

The people of Car Nicobar, who “ partake somewbhat of the Durmese phy-
siognomy and complexion, ¢ have the character amongat the English’ skippers
and other traders, of great Lonesty and promptitude in their transactions;”
that they strictly fulfil their contracts to supply cocvanuts. They are perfectly
civilized, compared with the Andamanese. They do not go about 1 a state
of nulity ; they speak a Little Kuglish and Portuguese ; their boats and huts
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are constructed with gieat ingenuity ; and they smoke and also use betel, both
the nut and the leaf. ‘Lhey are averse to European residents; consequently,
the French missionaries alluded to a§ Car Nicobar, were obliged to remove to
Terressa, carrying with them waterials for building a house. "The natives of
the latter island, however, bemng * opposed to all innavations,” forced them “to
abandon then schemes of improvement,” and kept them almost as prisoncrs,
in a house thickly sutrounded with jungle, where one of them died.

The natives on the Noith-east mide of Great Nicobar also speak Portuguese.
They have often been to Nancowry, and even to Penang. Those on the South
and South-east side wers very shy. At ono place, they fled on the approach
of Mr, Busch’s patty. A large Malay building was found among their huts.
The inhabitants of another vill \ge also fled; bub they came hack after a short
time, and fowls and plantains were obtained from them. 'T'hey affected Malay
manners.

The Nicobarians are an indolent race. They devote much attention te
their cocoanut trees, but to nething else.

Mr. Busch regretted that he was unable to visit the island of Chowry, for
the French missionaries had desciibed it as © the most cultivated and populous,
and the people as the most civilized, of this group. Cocoanub trees are, hiow-
ever, very scarce. and the inhabitants are therefore obliged to resoit to Terres-
sa, and, by working for their wealthier neighbours, obtain a livelibood. If
colonization were attempted, it is more than probable that the services of
these men might be secured for the colony. In settling on this ixland. it would
be absolutely requisite to be provided with presses for extiacting the wl fiom
the cocoanub; for by purchasing most of their nuts, the inhabitants would Le
rendered dependent on the settlement.”

“The Nicobarians have a superstitious dread of being counted. One writer
says that they “ probably do not exceed 3,000 or 4,000.” According to Thorn-
ton, the number is “ about 1,000,”” but this must be a very low estimate, for
in Terrcssa alone, the French Missionaries, who had viaited every village on
the island, supposed thab the total number of inhabitants was 700.

Jt as been suggested to tlie writer of this precis by the following passage,
which oceurs in Busch’s Journal, unaccompanied by any comment, that the
abmigines of the Nicobars were the same as the present savages of the Anda-
man Islands, and that they were driven into the interior, and in sowe instances
exterminated, by the foreign and wmaritime people whose deseendants now
occapy the coasts: “On inquiring of our native -friends from the Little
Nicobar,” says Captain Lewis, “ we aretold that the iuterior of the Great
Nicobar 18 vecupicd by a widely different race of savages, who are always at
war with those on the sea shore. They ate armed with bows and arrows;
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and nbout their eruelty many tales are told.” This only corresponds with the
stubements of ethnologists, that, in the larger islands of the Indian Archipe-
lazo, the original inhabitants have retired into the interior before the Malays,
who occupy the lower tracts along the coast, aud that in the sipaller islands
they Liave been extirpated.  There is no doubt that the Nicobarians with whom
we have become acquainted, are chiclly of Malay extraction.

I am indebted to Mr. W, I, Hoff, of the Foreign Office, for this preeis,
which has been preparcd in pursuance of a wish expressed by the Hon’ble J.
P. Grant, and in order to meet the inquiries of Iis Lordship, respecting the
salubrity of the Nicobars, in so far as the means obtainable would perinit
The pamyphlets alluded to, Lieutenant Blair’s report, a precis of infurmation
received from the Government of Bengal, with letter No. 25, dated 15th
Janvary last, a report by the Officiating Superintendent of Marine, No. 234,
dated 13th idem, and the former correspondence, among which is a good report
from Cuptain Hopkinsoen, are all submitted herewith, but the facts, which these
severally contain, as far as connected with the object of the Hon'ble Court’s
inquiry, are faitly embodied in this precis.

'The despatch of an Expedition to explore the islands has been postponed
untii the cessation of the S. W. Monsoon, and may then be, possibly, still fur-
ther Jdeferred, owing to the want of a steamer. The Court will be informed
by the outgomg mail of this postpon2ment, and the reasons for it. Mean-
while it does not appear that any further steps can be taken, or that any addi-
tioual information ean be vbtained.

April 7. (Signed) G. .
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APPENDIX, No. 3.

e

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE RE-OCCUPATION OF THE ANDAMAN
ISLANDS, AS A CONVICI SELTLEMENT.

———n

No. 87.
From C. BEADON, Xsqruitk,
Secy. to the Govt. of India,
To Carratxy II, MAN,
Lxecutive Kngineer and Superintendent of Conviets at Moulmein.
Dated the 15th Janvary, 1858,

IIomz Deer.

Sig,

It has been determined by the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in
Council to establish a penal settlement on the Andaman Islands, for the
reception in the first instance of convicts sentenced to imprisonment, and to
trausportation for the crimes of mutiny aud rebellion and for other offences
connected therewith, and eventually for the reception of all convicts under
sentence of transportation whom, for any reason, it may not be thought expedi-
ent to send to the Straits Settlements or to the Tenasserim Provinees,

2. A Committee, as you are aware, was recently appointed to e¢xamine
these Islands, with a view to the seclection of a site for the above "purpose.
The Committee, after examining as carefully and eclosely as possible all the
localities in the coast which offer facilities for the establishment of such a
scttlement, have reported:decisively in favour of the old harbour on the East
coast of ‘the Great Andaman in N. latitude 11° 42",

3. A copy of the Committec’s report is forwarded for your information.
The Governor-General in Council, after attentively considering the reasons
given for the selection of Old Harbour, is satisfied that it is a site, if not the bext,
at any rate admirably adapted for the purpose in view. Itié the one chosen
as the place of a Settlement by Licutenant Dlair in 1789, known by experi-
ence to be salubrious, possessing abundaifice of wood and water, sheltered from
the monsoon, and particularly convenicut for the location, separation and
management of conviets of duferent classes.
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4. His Loidship in Council has determined sherefore that a peual

setblement for the objects above mentined shall be established on the Amla.
wan Islauds, and that a commencement shall be made at the Old Harcen,,
which will herealter be distinguished by the name of Port Blair, in honor of
the Otficer who discovered and accuratcly surveyed it, upwards of 8O years agn.
and by whom its advantages were foreseen and appreciated.
5. In forming the sottlement aul taking the first ateps towands
vatrying out the views of the Government of India (t0 be pre-entl; cxvlaingd)
the Governor-General in Couneil is desicous of availing himself ot yow
experience in econviet management, and I am accordingly directed to request,
that, on the receipt of these instructions, you will prepare to proceed as scon as
possible iu the Plufo to Port Blair, in order to make arrangements for the
reception of the conviets who will shortly be sent there, and to lay down the
details of a plan for their location, employment, and general coutrol.

6. - It may be assumed that the class of rebels aud mutineers who are
sentenved by the Civil and Mulitary fiibunals to the secondary punishment of
transportation, or to imprisonment, will not include any of the worst offeuders,
and therefure that the convicts with whom you will have to deal in the frst
instanee, will, for the most part, be men who have been led to the commission
of ctime- against the state by the example of others, and not men of a desperate
or unmanageable character,

7. The Governor-General in Council s, therefore, ineclined to think that
the bulk of the convichs on their arrival ab the settlement may al once be put
in a pesition analogous to thab allowed to convicts of the third class in the
Straits Sctilements, and that the best among them should be promoted at once
to a class similar Yo the second class in the Siraits, and employed as Sirdars or
Tidals over the others, Degradation to a fourth or lower class, and the
imposition of irons, may probably be reserved as punishments for the refiac-
tory.

8. The first step to be taken, however, is the selection of a site for the
residence of the Superintendent, for a barrack to accommodats the guard of
Europeans which 1t will be vecessary to entertam there for some time to
come, for a store house, and for such ether bulldings as may be required. In
the opiaon of the Goveruor-General in Couneil, the best place that can be
chosen for this pwipose is Chathami Islard in the centre of the harbour, and
His Lotdship in Council considers that no time should be lost in clear-
ing the island anJ‘collectix)g materials for building. Whether the build-
tngs shall be of masonry, or whethdr they shall be of wood, such as
thuse commonly used in the Burmese Provinces, His Lordship in Coun-
eil leaves to your judgment. The Jatter is probably to be prefeircd;

L
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and, as the clinate und other conditions of the island are similar to
those of Burmsh, it is essential that all buildings should be well raiscd on
piles or pillars, after the fashion usually adopted by the Burmese. You will, on
1o account, omit this precantion. The clearance of the island should be performed

“in the first instance by Burmese coolies, either free or convict, whom you can
take with you from Moulmein for the purpose, and should be carried on after-
wards by the mutineer and rebel convicts on their arrival. Until the island 18
¢cleared and houses built, the Superintendent and the guard must remain on
board the Pluto in the first instance, and afterwards in a guard ship, which
will be provided from hence for the service.

9. The Governor-General in Council conceives that eventually, when the
Island is cleared and accommodation prepared thereon for the receplion of the
Superintendent and his guard, the main body of the eonvicts will be employed
in clearing and cullivating the main land contiguous, aud that none will Le
permitted to approach the Island, bub the few who may be employed by the
Superintendent upon duties which may make their presende there necessary.

10. As long as the Superintendent is obliged to keep his Tlead Quarters
on board the Pluto or the guard ship, the rations for the convicts and eoolies
on shore sliould be served out over the ship’s side to the persons appointed to
receive them, and po mutineer or rebel convict should, under any circamstances
whatever, be permitted o go on hoard either vessel.

11. Convick lines should, if necessary, be established at first on Chathnm
Island, and should consist of temporary huts, to be constructed by the BDurmese
coolics or the convicts themselves, or of pauls to be supplied for the purpose, The
lines to be established on the main land should be huts of a more durable
chuacter, to be built by the convicts under the guidance of Burmese artizans,
and after an uniform plan suitable to the climate and country and approved
by the Superintendent. From the beginning, whether on Chatham Island or
on the main land, and whether in the constguction of temporary or of per-
manent huts or houses, you will pay especial attention to providing a good
drainage fall. There is no want of water at Port Blair; but it will generally
Lave fo Le oblained from wells; and the ubsence of natural drainage by moviug
strcams makes it necessary that this object should be kept in view.

12, The convicts should be organized in gangs of a convenient size, each
under the superintendence of a Tindal appointed from among their number, and
assisted by a convict peon or two. The duty of the Tindal would be to sece
that tho convicts under him perform the daily task allotted to them, to reccive
the daily rations and regulate the mess, to bring to the notice of the Superin-
tendent the good or ill conduct of the several convicts composing his gang,
aud generally to be responsible for their behaviour. In forming the gangs, men
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of the same religion may, as far as shall be otherwise convenient, be brought
tozether ; but a ganz once formed must invariably mess together, and no
objection to obey orders on the ground of caste is to be ad.nitted.

13. Tae Superintendent should never leave the guard ship to go on shore
without being accompanied by a sullicient guard. While the convicts are
employed upon Chatham Island they should not have any weapons in their”
possession bub those which they use in clearing the junglo. When they are
loeated in the main land, it may be necessary to arm a himited namber of thein
with mushets to keep off the savages.

14. It is oot the intention of the Governor-General in Council to -
propose that you should remain for any length of time at Port Blair. Ilis
Lordship in Council wishes you carefully to select an Officer, in or out of the
sorvice of (fovernment, in whom you can euntirely confide, and to nominate himn
as Superintendent of the Seftlement, for the approval of the Government.
With the assistance of this Olficer, you are requested to organize the expedi-
tion for the purpose of establishing the Sestlement, to entertain anl arm a
sufficient guard, probably of European Sailors trained to the use of fire arms,
to colleet all the tools and materisls you may think necessary for commencing

€ Faro wood may be cbtamed operations, to lay in supplies of’ rice, \vl{esz, ghes,
10 abundance on the spot. To- S5alt, drugs, and other necessaries,* suflicient for
bacco should be prolubited, ex-  the supply of 1000 convicts for three months,
cept as & mudicine.  Seeds and . .
Live stock should be provided. and to engage as many Burmése coolies (free or
conviets) as you may think necessary to enable
you iigorously to commence and make goold progress in clearing Chatham
Island and erecting temporary lines, before the prisoners begin to arrive from
India, If the Pluto is not sufliciently large to accommodate the party” or to
convey all the stores, you can obtain from the Commissioner, or hire, a small
sailing vessel for the purpose. A medical officer should accompany the expedi-
tion, and a native doctor to attend on the conviets,

15. After you Lave put matters fairly in train, and thoroughly instructed
the Superintendent in tle system you determnine to introduce, you will be at
liberty to return to your duties ab Moulmein, and thereafter vieit the Settle-
ment ab intervals : bub upon this point you will receive instructions hereafter.
The Superintendent will continue for the present entirely under your autliori-
ty and control.

16. The Commissioner will be instructed to place the Plufo at your
disposal for this service, and to give you every aid in his power towards the
furtherance of the important object in view. It is of the greatest moment
that the expedition should proceed without delay, as 218 convict mutineers from
the Punjab will shortly leave Kurrachee in vesscls which have bLeen directed

L2
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to praceed to Port Dlair, and will probably be there in a month or six weeks
hence.

17. You are requested to submit without delay a sketch of the plan you
propose to adopt, and of the strength and cost of the establishment which you
think it nocessary to entertain, You will also report to the Public Works
Department the arrangement you make for the conduct of yonr other duties
during your temporary absence from Moulmein, While you are employed on
this special wuwrtaking the Governor-General in Council will allow you Rupees
500 a nonth w deputation, in addition o your present pay and allowaunees,

18. A more elaborate expression of your views will be expected by the
Governor-General in Council immediately aftor your first, return from the
Settlement.

19. There remains one importaut point upon which, although it docs not
call for immediate action, it is necessary that you should be in possession ol
the views of the Governor-General in Counerl.

20. Many hundred Matincers and Rebels will before long be establi<hed
at Port Blair. The congregation of so large a boldy of male conviets, not Tichl
under the strict discipline which can be enforced only within prison wulls, is a
gigantic evil. I is true that it is one which, in some places has Leen submit-
ted to from mnecessities arising oub of the position or nature of tle Paial
Establishment, of the character of the convicts, or other causes.  But this v
not the case in thd Andaman Islands. There is there plenty of room for the
wives and families of the prisoners. Theré is no free cornmunity to whom
their presence can be objectionable. The character of very manv of the cons
victs themselves will not be that of morally degraded crimnals, but of
grievous political otfenders. There is no reason why the same wise considera-
tion which requires thabt in the case of free Emigrants to our Colonics the
Colony should receive a certain proportion of women as well as nen, should
not be kept in view in the present instance. You will therefore understand
it to be the desire of the Governor-General in Council that eventually
the wives and children of some of the Mutineers should follow thewn from
India, .
21. » That they would do so at once, even if invited, is not likely : nor
is it hikely that the convicts would wish to be accompanied by them across
the “ black water;” and the Guvernor-General in Council has no intention
of removing any of them forcibly at present. DBut it is very probable that
with time, and if the pernussion to be joined by their wives and families Le
made a reward to prisoners for good behaviour, and limifed to a certain
number, and if those who deserve the indulgence be allowed to communicate
with their homes, the repugnance may on each side cease to be felt,
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92. You will then keep this object before vou as an ultimate aim of the
Yovernment ; not requiring any immediate measures, but to be worked ont
according 1o your judgment and the experience of those with whom you will
have to deal.

T have the honor $o be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) Crorn Brapow,
Secy. to the Govt. of India.
Covxcin CHAMBER, the 15/h January. 1838,

No. 4.
Estracts from the coriespondence of ihe Superintendent of Port Blair,
since its re-occupation.

XNo. 25 —Read also the following letter fron J. P. WaLkER, Esquire, Al D,
Superintendent, Port Blar, to C. BeavoN, Esquire, Scerefary to the
Government of Iadia.

1 have the honor to report that, having left Calcutta in the Hon’ble
Company’'s Steamn Frigate Semiramis, on the 4th March, with 200 Convicts, a
Native Overseer and two Native Doctors, I reached Port Blair on the 10th
idem, without any occurrence worthy of note having ocewred, and landed the
Convicts.

2. As no provisions existed for the Convicts at Port Blair, I requested
the Commander of the Hon’ble Company’s Surveying Brig Mutlak to receive
me on bLeard and render assistance generally, and wade a requisition on the
Commander of the Semiramis for such povisions as be could spare, and re-
quested bim to proceed with all expedition to the Commissioner of Moulmein
fur provisions for the Settlernent, with whieh he retuined on the 20th idem,
bunging Captain Man on board.

3. Immediately on arrival, the Convicts were sct to clear Chatham
Ieland; but it quickly appearing that the supply of water was inadequate,
three gangs each of 25 men were sent to LRoss Island ot the entrance of the
Poit. The Convicts have generally worked in a satisfactory manner, Cha-
tham Island, where there has becn a great deal of miscellaneous woik, is
nearly elcared, but still a great deal remainsto be done in removing roots and
levelling ground. At Ross Island a good deal of brushwood has been cut and
burnt, but what has been effected iz of trifling extent compared with the
untouched mass,
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4. The magnitude of the task of clearing the primeval jungles of the
Andaman Islands can ouly be appreeiated by those who have witnessed the
nature of the vegetation and the difficulty of effecting a clearance. The jungle
is so dense, and its entanglement by gigantic ereepers so complete, as to ren-
der it impassable except along the few pathways used by the aborigines, The
jungle, so far as known, is continuous, no open plains having been observed®
Even when cut, often trees cannob be got to full without great foree, nor
brushwood when cut removed, owing to the intricate binding Ly creepers of
great strength. There is great difficulty even during the present dry weather
in getting brushwood that has been several days felled to burn, and the
largest heaps are constantly extinguished at night by the very heavy dews
that fall, drenching everything exposed.

5. The magnitude of the work requires that a very large number of
men should be emploved on if, to enable extensive clearance and cultivation to
be effected within a few years.

6. If lefs to make my own arrangements for the management and pro-
visioning of the Convicts, I am prepared to receive ten thousand Convicts,
during the present year, and at present I anticipate no difficulty in disposing
of that number yearly for the next five years, provided that separate setile-
ments under my government be sanctioned at suitable places along the coast
of the Great Andaman and its adjacent Islands. Should the Uovernment
of India during the present year, experience great difficulty in disposing of a
large body of Convicts whether life or term, I may mention that I canarrange
to receive double the number I have mentioned, on two months’ notice being
given me to arrange for the organization of two other settlements ; nor need
the free establishments for working the Convicts exceed five hundred Rupees
Ser thousand Couvicts, in excess of that required for the Head Quarters of the
settlement. My unequalled experience of the management of Hindoostani
prisoners alone enables me fo undertake with considerable confidence the
management of so large bodies.

7. Considering all things, I have reason to be satisfied with the general
conduct of the Convicts. On the 4th day after arrival, Convict No. 61,
Narain, sentenced on the 81st July last to transportation for Jife for having
excited sedition in the Cantonment of Dinapore, where he was a camp follow-
er in the Dazar, after failing in an attempt to excite-the Conviets with whom
he was working to rebel, attempted to eseape from Chatham Island by swim.
ming to tho main land, and nearly succeeded. Ile was made to alter Lis
course by being fired upon, and was captured by a boat’s crew. Ilo was at
once brought to trial, convicted of sedition and eseaping, sentenced to suffer
death, and exccuted. On the same day and about the same time, Convict 4G,
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Naringun Sing, sentenced at Nuddea to transportation for life, for descrtion,
comnibted suicide by hauging himself, without any known cause, at a secluded
spot of Ross Island. On the night of the 18th March, twenty-one Conviets
escaped on a raft from Jloss Island to the main land, in the hope of being
able to reach the Continent of India by a narrow neck of land supposed to
_connect the great Andaman to Burmah., On the 23rd of March, eleven Con-
victs escaped from Ross Island. They were seen several miles to the south a few
duys subsequently, and were unsuccessfully pursued. On the 30th March, one
of the Convicts who escaped on the 18th idem, delivered himself up to a
boat’s crew near Chatham Island. He was in a debilitated state from want
of food and waber, and covered with vermin, that infested even bis ears and
eyelids, adhering so firmly that he could not remove them. He stated,
that baving along with others been duped by a fellow-prisorier, who pre-
tended to have beld communication with one of the aborigines, who
promised assistance on the part of a Rajah, they escaped, and after tra-
versing the south of the Great Andgman by the sea shore, during which
they underwent great hardships from want of food, and especially fresh
water, were attacked by about one hundred savage aborigines, one of whose
first arrows inflicted a mortal wound on the.convict-leader. The returned
Couvict, at the time escaping into the jungle, heard the fight proceeding for
some time, and was under the impression that all his companions were
massacred. Guided by the morning and evening guns he directed his counrse
towards Port Blair, which he reached in three days, during which he had not
met with water, e observed traces of the aborigines in his course hitherwards,
but carefully avoided the tracks. His account of the privations he suffered
has had a good effect upon the other Convicts, none of whom have since
tried to escape. The fate of those who escaped on the second oceasion is un-
known, but there is little chance of their escaping death, either by hunger or
Ly the hands of savage aborigines, whose hostility to all strangers is most
unrelenting, and who at present must be considered unamenable to concilias
tion,

8. I bave arranged for the grouping of the Convicts into gangs of
twenty-five, named a section, under a Conviet section gangs-wan ; four sections
constituting a sub-division under a Convich sub-division gangsman ; and four
sub-divisions constituting a division, under a-Convict division gangs-man and a
free Overseer, nccompanied by a native doctor, It is intended that Convicts
employed on the main land shall not be worked in less bodies than divisions
of four hundred men, as less than that nuwber might be unable to resist at.
tacks by the aboriginal savages, . .

9. At present, owipg to the non-receipt of cash, ‘the Convicts receive



(80 )

rations, tut when the opportunity offers, I purpose introducing cash payments
and allowmg them to provision themselves from shops managed by Conviets,
which will be uftached to each division. The goods will be supplied from
the settlement stores at fixed prices, on which the Conviet shop-keeper will be
allowed to charge a certain profit, about 8 per cent  An accouut current will

"bLe kept with the head Convict shop-keeper of each Diyision, who will be 1¢.
quited to make weekly remittances to account. This arrangement will greatly
sinplify the setllement accounts, economize establishment, prevent wastage,
offer an inducement for economical habits, and be an important step towaids
sclf-management.

10. At this early stage I can only submit a sketeh of the arrangements
1 propose adopting for the emplovment of the Convicts: the teachings of a
lengthened expertence will have to be attended to, and many modifications of
detail made. My great object is to offer every inducement to habits of sclf-
reliance and sel-management, by so airanging that industry shall bring its
own rewards, and idleness its own punishments,

I. Xach Couvict for a fair day’s labour will be allowed a fuir day’s
wages, out of which he must supply himself with food, clothing, cooking
utensils, and working implements + medicines and medical comforts being the
only necessaries supplied free of cost hy Government.

II. The quantity of work required to be performed, and the rates at
which stores will be supplied, will enable a Convict to mamntain himself on
2 annas per diem, while a sufficient margin in the gquantity of work will be
allowed to admit of the industrious carning 3 annas per diewn, by woilang
earlier and later.

I1I. When employed on miscellaneous work, prisoncrs will be paid ut
the rate of 2 annas each per diem, or Rupees 8-2.0 per section per diem,

1V. ‘When employed in clearing jungle and fclling forest trees, prisoneis
will be required to earn wages by the performance of task work at contract
rates.

V. Should asection or part of asection be unemployed by order, or owing
to delay of establishirent in poiuting out mnew work, or from opposition
Ly the savage aborigiues of the Island, or during the transit of working partics
to other localities, or from any other necessary cause, the whole or part, as
the case may be, of the Conviets of the section will be entitled to receive
darly wages at the rate of 2 annss per man per diem, or Rupees 3-2-0 per
section per diem.

V1. Convicts will be entitled to rcccive during sickness iu Ilospital
from the section to which they belong, 1} anuas per diem; bub it is optional
with the sectivn to allow their sick the full share of its earnings.
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VII. When a convict, from lengthened sickness or maiming by accident,
is incapacitated from being actively employed, either permanently or for a long
time, he will be transferred to an invalid gang, or otherwise disposed of, a
healthy prisoner being drafted into the section in his stead.

IX. In the event of an idler existing in a section, it is competent for
bhis fellow laborers by forming themselves into a Punehyat or jury, with their
section gangs-maa for Vice-President, to decide what reduction on the average
share of wages earned by the Section he is to receive. The decision of the
Punchyat may be appealed against to the Superintendent, when, in the event
of its being confirmed, an additional punishment for idleness will be inflicted.

X. Section gangs-men will receive 4 Rupees per mensem, and a commis-
sion of 1 Rupee per cent, on the monthly earnings of their respective Sections.
Sub-division gangs-men will receive 4 Rupess per mensem, and a commission
of 8 annas per cent. on the monthly earnings of their respective sub-divisions.
Division gangs-men will receive 4 Rupees per mensem, angd a commission
of 4 annas per cent. on the earnings of their respective divisions. When the
monthly earuings of a section amount to less than one hundred Rupees, the
commission of gangs-men will be deducted from the amount recervable by the
section, but when the monthly earnings equal, or exceed that sum, thereby
indicaling at least average industry, the commission will be paid by Govern~
ment.

11. By far the most important point in the organization of this Settle-
ment is that of Iamily Emigration; in fact its success will mainly depend
upon indueing a large number of convicts to send for their families to settle
here. Convicts with families here are the only men who could be depended
upon in time of necd, as they would be the only ones who would have a real in-
terest in the colony. For obvious reasons, it is necessary that there should
be women in the Settlement. I would therefore strongly urge the advisability
of Government offering every facility, especially at present, for the emigra-
tion of all families who may be applied for, and taking measures for ensaring
their arrival ab Port Blair in such a manner as to induce convicts to regard
the measure as a boon, instead of anticipating domestic dishonor, having to be
persuaded agein and again to agree to give the necessary sanction. It is not
without great trouble that I have been able to get twenty-five convicts to
send for their'families ; should any misadventure occur to the first despatoh,
years may clapse ere confidence be sufficiently restored to induce further appli
cations. An agency will be required to visit the families of the convicts ab
their homes, and assist them to reach the Port of embarkation. I have
therefore, subject to confirmation, appointed two Convict Family Emigration
Agents, viz. Lalla Moondun Singh for Bengal, and Lalla Ram Dyul for the

M ’ '
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North-Western Provinces and Oude, each on a salary of Rupces 50 per
mensem, with a bonus of two Rupees for each female and juvenile member of
a family despatched from Calcutta.

12. 1 recommend that the Cooly Emigration Agent in Caleutta should
be appointed to conduct this very important Department; that the two Con-
vict Fanuly Emigration Agents be under his orders ; and that I be perniitted
to communicate direet with him on all matters of detail.

13. To save time, I enclose Perwannahs of appointment to the two
Aéénts for transmission to them through the Cooly Emigration Agent and the
Magistrale of Agra. Should my proposition be approved and sanctioned, it will
be necessary that advances be made to the Agents, and this, I suggest, might
be done through the Cooly Emigration Ageunt, who should be required gene-
rally to afford them every assistance in their important, but by no means
easy, task,

14. Twenty-five inspected letters from convicts to their wives, request-
ing them to proceed to Port Blair, are enclosed for approval and fransmission
to the addressees per post or through the Collectors of the districts in which
they may reside, and duplicates of the letters are enclosed with Lalla Mundun
Singh’s Perwannah of appointment, for delivery to the addressees when he may
visit them at their houses to arrange for their transmission to the Port of
embarkation.

15. 'The terms I have offered to convicts, whose families may join them
are, permission to reclaim and cultivate land free of rent during their own and
wife's hfetime ; assistance during the first three years (before which the laud
canuot be expected to yield full crops) to the extent of four Rupevs per men-
sem to the conviet for the first year, three Rupees per mensem for the second
year, and two Rupees per mensern for the third year, and two Rupees per
mensem for each adult female, and one Rupee per wensem for each juvenils
member of his family for three years, after which all assistance will be with=
drawn. )

16. The present Establishment of the Settlement, consists of Captain
Man rim charge, myself as Superintendent, Mr. Assistant Surgeon Alexander
Gamach, M. D. (Madras Establishment,) in Medical charge, Mr. Assist-
ant Apothecary J. Ringrow {Madras Establishment), Nawab Kban and
Kurreem Buksh, Native Doctors, Mr., Richardson, and Lalla Matton Daus,
Overseer ; the Superintendent’s Naval Guard, of 50 men, commanded by Lieute-
nant Templer, 1. N., two Ilospital Coolies, and a Hospital Sweeper.

17. Lalla Matton Daus and the two Native Doctors accompanied me
from Calcutta ; Mr, Assistant Apothccary Ringrow arrived on the 20th of
March, per Semiramis, from Moulmein; Dr. Gamach, Mr, Richardson, and
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the Hospital Attendants arrived on the 29th idem, per Pluto, from Rangoon
and Moulmein.

18. I have to solicit instructions regarding the salary of Dr. Gamach,
of Mr. Assistant Apothecary Ringrow, and of the Native Doctors, which I
trust may be made as liberal as possible, in consideration ol residence ab this
distant station, where, for a long time, the cost of living will be very ex-
pensive, double wages having to be given to servants to induce them to take
service here.

19. Mr. Richardson was appointed by Captain Man on a salary of
Rupees 200 and his table expenses on board ship, merely to superintend the
erection of a barrack on Chatham Island. DBelieving that Mr. Richardson’s
knowledge of buildings suitable for this Settlement and his acquaintance with
the qualities of forests, and the management of prisoners, will render hLis ser-
viees very desirable here, T have appointed him permanently on a salary of
Rupees 200, and, while he may remain on board ship, half his table expenses.
I have also offered his brother, now ab Moulmein, an appointment as
Overseer on a salary of Rupees 100 per mensem.

20, The services of Pundit Kesree Dass, Jailor of the Agra Central
Prison, would be valuable to me here, as for several ycars he acted under me,
and understands my method of managing convicts; I have reason to believe
he would join me as Overseer on a salary of 150 Rupees per mensem, and soli-
cit the favor of the appointment being offered to him.

21. With reference to the memorandum of Establishment submitted
by me while in Calcutta, I am satisfied that, high as the rates mentioned for
workmen were, they will be insufficient to induce workmen to come here from
Moulmein. I would therefore request permission to entertain such subordi-
nate estublishment as may be necessary for effectually carrying out the require-
ments of the Settlemend, on such salares as I can obtain them, as a
temporary arrangement.

22. As Captain Man has directed me to return to Moulmein per Pluto,
some time during the current month, the 50 Burmese Artificer convicts
landed here on the 29th ultimo, for the purpose of erecting a wooden store~
house removed from Moulmein, it will be necessary for me to have workmen
entertained at Moulmein to carry on the building work of the Seftlement,
urgeutly required for the shelter of the establishment and stores.

23. Chatham Island, seleoted as the head quarters of the Settlement,
is inferior in position to Rose Island at the mouth of the Port, which com-
pletely commands the entrance, appears to be more healthily situated, is of a
more suitable size, and possess a good supply of excellent drinking-water
which is so difficultly procurable on Chathara Island as to require, at the

™ 2
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time T write, a supply to be brought to it from the other side of tho Port in
casks in a boat, I would therefore request permission to select Ross Island for
the head quarters of the Settloment, an arrangement, the advisability of
which is entirely concurred in by Captain Man.

2¢4. With regard to whence supplies for the Scttlement are to Le pro-
cured, 1 addressed the following communication to Captain Benson, the 8. A.
Cominissary General at Moulmein: “ With reference to our couversation on
the subject of whence supplies for the Settlement at Port Blair could be most
readily and economically obtained at all seasons, I understood you to say,
that the Moulmein Bazar would be quite inadequate to meet the requirements
of a large penal settlement on the Andaman Islands ; that adequate supplies
could only be procured in Moulmein from Calcutta or Madras; that re-
shipment and a second and often more lengthened voyage would probably
more than double the transit charge on the supplies; and that under these
circamstances, it would be decidedly preferable fo obtain them direct
from Caleutta.

“As I am about to address Government on the subject, may I request
the favour of your intimating whether I have correctly expressed your opi-
pion:”—to which he favoured me with the subjoined reply: “In reply to
yours, No'11, dated 3rd April, 1858 : I have the honor to inform you, that,
with the exception of rice, all provisions for Native Troops are imported either
from Madras or Caleutta to Moulmein ; it is therefore obvious that the most
economical and expeditious wode of procuring your supplies would bLe
direct from Calcutta.,” I would therefore recommend that a regular commu-
nication with Calcutia be established by a steamer capable of carrying cargo
and convicts and convicts’ families. A Steamer like the Plufo is quite inade-
quate to meeb the requirements of this Settlement, even at the commencement
of its growth. A Steamer of the size a.md power of the Semiramis, unin-
cumbered by heavy guns, would suit, and be able to make at least three trips
in two months, bringing, in addition to supplies, between two and three
hundred convicts or convicts’ families per trip. For every thousand convicts
fifty tons-of stores will be monthly required to be delivered here.

25, A supply of coals has not yet reached Port Blair.

96. The H. C. 8. ¥ Semiramis leaves to-night for Moulmein, with Cap-
tain Man on board, to bring stores and probably to tow over a vessel laden
with building materials.

97. The ‘Transport Ship Romaen Emperor, which sailed from Kurrachee
on the 27th February with 175 convicts, arrived here to-day, and delivered
171, four having diqd on the passage. A considerable number of the convicts
landed are sick and the greater part debilitated to an extent that will prevent
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them being efficienidy employed for some time.® She will receive her papers
and be discharged to-morress. The Edward
with eonvicts from Kurrachee may be expect.
elin a few days.

25, Tke health of the convic s who reached this by the Scmiramis on
the 10th March, has, considering all thimzs, «n the whele been good.

29. A sopply of cash is required. Four thouwsand Rupees in copper
ecins ((ncluding a larze supply of pie) in addition to the one thousand Ru-
pees sancticned but not reecived, anl five thousan} Rupees in silver coins
(inclading a lange supply of two and foar anna pieces) will mect the re pyirements
of the Settlewent for some time, and I therefore solicit the favor of the re-
quirel ameunt being sert on an opportunity offering.

"30. The arrival of the Dallousie or Scrosfris with the bulk of the tocls,
cash, stationery, miscellaneous steres selected in Caleutts, is anxiously looked
for.

* The eonduct of the consicts on
toard was very good.

No. 119, raTen Jrxe 16, 185S.

No. 11—From Doctor J. P. WALKER Superialeadent of the LPenal Seftle-
ment ¢f Port Blair, to C. BRADOX, Esquire, Secretary to the Government
of Tadia.

On the 14th instant, the Honorable Company’s Steamer Sidaey lefi Port

e for Calentta, with a Mall containing my letter No. 114, dated 12th
1dvm, to your sddress,

2. The Henorsble Company’s Steam Frizate Semiranis arrived here
s morning with artidcers’ stores, and cattle from Moulmein, for the Settle-
mert. and baring discharged her carz), will leave for Calcutta early to-morrow
morning  This communication will be despatched by her.

3. T have the honor to report thai the affairs of the Settlement are pro.
ceads g satisfactordy.

4. Satjuinedis a statement showing the number of convicts received here
giz.ce the formation of the Settlement, the casualtics thab have otcarred, and
the vumber remaining to-day.

Received por Semiramis on the 10th Mareh, 1S58, from Caleotta 200
Beccived per Romas Emperor on the 6th Aprl, 1558, from
Kurmrachee, .o ci il tevecc e vececaneenmaerrsenersesnsesa 171
Recvived per Edward on the 13th April, 1838, from Kurrachee, 130
Received per Dallousie on the 15th April, 1838, from Caleutta, 140
Beccivel per Scasstris on the 12th June, 1853, from Singapore
and Penang, .cveacenas i iiiieaiieiiiiaeie cieaee.. 132

Total reccived

73
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Casualties.
Diedinbhospital, .. oo in ittt i e s iece e e s G
Lscaped uneaptured, .. .oveuiiiiii e iiieeriernaraienaans 140

BUICIA, ot e v ittt ch e et e ee e et cr e ne se anee sas e ae 1
Eaecuted, .ot iiriiinneiiii i i i e cieien e e .. 87
— 203
Remaining 481

5. Subjoined is a distribution Statement of the convicts now present
On Chatham Island.

Division Gangsman, c...voie i vt vinece i crietine e iean e

Sub-division Gangsman, .. .. .o .o eeveeiieniiie e i vean ey

Section Gangsman,...o.. oo - ive e iiveieians civisaesee. 16

Boatmen, .. .. i it i it n e e v ae e st aa e 23

Provision Godown Keepers, ... ¢ tovaiiviieieininco vianas 8
Tool and General Store Godown Kéepers, vovvvens vivnnnns G
Orderlies, ....veiniienetnusoecasa cenone o cianannene inse 6

Attendants on Sick, .. .ve it i ie i i et ea e 11
Tradesmen—shop-keepers, barbers, tailors, blackewniths, carpen-

1753 A T ©]
Writers in Superinendent’s Office, .. .. vevevenssnsecrenrs 3
Sick in bospital,® .. .. il i i it i e i e, T2
BaWYEIS, coen covovr e visotnnerasets sisncaarensnsnansnas 20
Laborers, .. voci v vt v cisitnssie i netnraneonoearraeses .. 139

Total on Clhatham Island —— 343

On Ross Island.
~ Division Gangsman, .. cous oo e v vevevsvssosionsnossssare
Sub-division GAUZSMED; v « se o vuoe vess oo re sure senrssnsne

1o »

Section Gangsmoan ... .. e s iicnvece csan suovaseassanesse 10
Hospital Attendant, ... oo voniienn iieneonrcansrneene

O p

Tradesln(‘n,.- N A R R N R T TR

LiaOrerS, e vo ve vs vosa cavo cansnnceresacevennsassconanass 121

138
6. In addition to the 481 mutineer and rebel convicts, there are 57
couvicts who were removed from Moulmein to assist in erecting buildings.
They are ab present employed on Chatham Island, and will be returned to
Moulmein by the first opportunity, as arfificers have been received to-day per
Semiramis, The distribution of the Moulmein convicts are as follows,
* Except slight cases, the sick from Ross Island are received into the hospital on Chatham
Island,
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Iindoostanev. Burmese. Chinoese,

Jemadar, . covatenmietr it iriecennan 1 ’ "
Tindals, weeereracacess sovacionoaneese 4 ” »s
Peons, ceve tevetnve cennrece tr conean e 3 N ’
Orderly, cociasecevonnooionein v e cens 1 » »
Co0K, tivenrvenarsencrensioneces pose e 1 » »
Moburer, ..ve ivetecerotncneirnrncans 1 » '
Carpenters, skilled, .. .. va i vevn i vnnnnnnn » 4 1
Ditto unskilled, .. oo vive v ci v s veaeon s 12 '
Blacl\sr{xitTls, e reemae sy camana tise e va as ” ” 2
Laborers, .o veeevarasanarssansncncscone s 12 17 "

21 32 3

Of these, four are sick in hospital,
7. Subjoined is a Statement of the convicts treated in the bdettlement
hospital on Chatbam Island, from the first landing of convicts on the 10th
March last, up to the end of May.

= '3 N

D o 5]

CrassEs oF DISEASE, = 3 g

E1E|lEl8l8

TIZIEE|&
Fever, .. .. ... Ch et ecrsas s nannsonnan 46 46| 34 3 9
steasesoftheLunvs..................... 6 o6 4 1 1
, of the Liver, .. .., B I 11 1 0 O
,» of the Stom: ach and Bowels, e e 121§ 121 63t 33] 25
Rhieumatie affections, ...ovivviiiaenn 1 171 16 o 1
Abscesses and ulcers,......;........... el 27 27 9 2 16
Wounds and injuries, co oo veve v ne crvenean e 10 10 74 1 2
All other Diseases, .o v vvvs v voe canann, 36 36 24/ € 6
Total, euvuvesveveean .. | 264 264] 158 46 GO

1

Liemarks by the dledical Officer.

“ Of the 46 deaths, 27 were men who came frum Kurrachee, many of
whom were affected with scurvy, and several others with dysentery of long
standing, provious to their arrival here.”

8. Considering that many of the convicts reseived were in a sickly and
weakly state when received ; that the season is uunhealthy ; that the nature
of the work on which the convicts are employed is savere o men unaccustom-
ed toit; and that the clearance of dense jungle irr all parts of the world is
necessarily unhealthy, I do not think that the amounut of sickness and mortali-
ty, though great, is greater than might be expected.
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9. Tor the removal of felled timber that is not to be burnt on the spot,
the aid of animal labour will be required, otherwise the absorptioun of convict
labour in the work will bo so great as greatly to retard the process of clearance
and cultivation, and thereby prolong the unbealthiness ofthe Scttlemeut
around Port Blair; I would therefore spuggest that the commissariat Oilicer
at Moulmein be directed to furnish four elephants with the suitable harness
for dragging logs as employed in Burmah, aud also with pads to enable a de-
tachment of the Naval Guard to be earried to any port of the cleared maiu
land, where their services may be required. Mahauts acquainted with the
raanagement of the animals would Le required to accompany them,

10, In reply to paragraph 19 of your Despatch No. 743, dated 7th ul-
timo, dirceting me to report whether any addition to the strength of the
Settlement Guard is necessary, either now or when the number of the convicts
shall be cousiderably increased, I beg to represent, that, appreliending the
number of convicts will shortly be greatly increased, I think that tho present
guard of 50 men of the Indian Navy under a Licutenant and a Midshipman,
should be doubled or increased by a Company of Native Infantry, composed
of Seikhs and Goorkhas or of Madrassees, under the command of a Lisutenant
and an Ensign. Putting aside political expediency, the latter mode of in.
crease appears to me the more useful. Convicts working on the main land
nust either be protected from the murderous assaults of the aborigines of the
island, or furnished with the meaus of protecting themselves. It appears
desirable to avoid the latter arrangement, if possible, The Naval Guard of
its present strength, although adequate for the protection of the Officors of
the Establishment, the publie buildings and the stores at the 1Iead Quarters
of the Settlement, and also Lo lurnish a personal guard to the Superintendeut
wher away on duty, is inadequate to furnish an advanced guard lor convicts
working in the jungle, and even if strengthened, would be unsuited to with-
stand the exposure alike to the weather and the fever-producing jungle
exhalations. For such service, Native Soldiery would, I think, be more suit-
able.

#1l. Supposing Native Soldiery to be employed, it would be very desir-
able that they should be accompanied by their famnilies, and have an interest
in the Settlement by having an assignment of land made to them. FPerhaps
it would be impossible to induve a company of Soldiers of the line, even
Madrassces, to bring their families to settle here; but, shiould the suggestion
of raising a Local Company as the nucleus of a corps of Soldier-settlers Lo
favourably entertained, I perceive no greab difficulty in carrying out the mea-
sure within fyelve months ; but in the interval, arrangements for strengthe.
ening the guard require to be made.
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12, As ib appears to me that it is not Jesirable that this should Le
cxclasively a convizt Settlement, but shat the introduction of free sctilersinto
the colony would exercise a salutary intluence, I seiicic the favor of buing puk
m passossion of the views of Government on the sulject. I understand that
s=nerd of the artificers just arriced from Meulmen, ave desitous of send-
ing o1 thetr families; au arrangement to which, I apprebend, ticre can be
uo oljecti'n Should any of them fecl dispesed to Lecowme sebtlers, I cannot
treat with thew, until 1 Suow how far the measare would mect with the sane-
tion of Government.

No. 176, patzp Joeoy 3, 1838.
Ay, 3.—From Doctor J. P. WALKER, Superintendent of the Penal Seftlement of
Port Llair, to C. Beavox, Esguire, Secretary to the Governuent of India

1o my lust commurication, No. 119, dated the 16th wuitimo, despatched
per Hon'ble Company’s Stearn Frigate Seresraims on the 17th idem. 11 .4d the
howvor to report that the atfa'rs of the Settlement were proceeding satisfacronly,
aud T bave now the pleasure to report that they bave contmuced to do so during
the inferval.

2. TLis communication wili be despatched per ccal and siore Dargue
Al a to Moulmein,

3 On the 1s$ fnstant, the Screw Steamer Itadiun, with 80 convicts for
Port Blair from Bombay, arrived here, aud having landed 79, (one baving
been aecidentally drowned during the vavage,) was despatched on the same day,
tu woutinue her voyage to Singapore with conviets. The Lta’an also Liought
three months’ stores for the convicts landed here. I have reported to the
Seretary t0 the Government at Bombay, the armval of the Lwlian, aed the
awvidental death of ove of the couviets, supported by certificate.

4. I am anxiously anaiting the arrival of further despatches of convits
ta enable Ross Islaud to be clearcd, and gev under cultivation by the ead of
the South-west Mousoon, and then recommence woirk o the maiv land,

5. I think Chatham Island will be completely under cultivation by the
end of the present month, anless heavy rain should interrups the work, Suli,
Lowever, much il remsin to be done in dizging a tauk, making reads (which
reauire te be raised), coustructing a jetty. aud clearmyg the shore.

No. 191, pareon JuLy §, 1858,
No.6 —From DoctorJ. . WaLkeR, Superinlendent of the Penal Seltlement of
LPort Blar, t3 C. Bespox. Esquire, Seciclary to the Governvrient of India.

In my Lt communication No. 176, dated 3rd instant, despatched per
coal and store Bargne Jtlma to Moulmein, I bad the honor &0 report that the
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affairs of the Settlement were proceeding satisfactorily,f aud I have now again
the pleasure to report that during the interval they hLave continued to
do so.

2. 'This communication will be despatched per Barque Edward, proceed-
ing to Moulmem, with the fifty-seven eonvicts received from Moulmein, to
‘assist in the erection of a building on Chatham Island.

3. On the 16th June, fifty-five free artificers were received from Moulmein
for the erection of the Settlement buildings. Although receiving high wages,
very 'few are good, none first-rate workmen, and 28 having on tiial been found
useless as Carpenters, were returned per Barque dlma on the 4th instant to
Moulmein.

4. The engagement of the Barque Edward expires on the 16th inatant,
I have taken advantage of the remainder of her engagement to convey the
Moulmein convicts to Moulmein, the only extra expense incurred being one
hundred rupees, in consideration of medicines, and a compensation from the use
of fire-arms during the voyage. The erew of the Zdward having guarded 133
convicts from Kurrachee, are considered adequate to -guard the Moulinein
convicts about to be despatehed.

5. Atone time I intended fo employ the Edward during the remainder of
lier engagement in transporting building materials,but as I found that she would
not have returned within her present engagement, another would lave to be
entered into. I thought it would be better not do s0, as I understand, freights
being low, a smaller vessel could be more economically enguged by Caplain
Man at Moulmein.

6. Learning that I was more likely to get a supply of thatching leaves
and mats from Tavoy than from elsewhere, on the 17th April, I despatched
the II. C. Steamer Pluto to Tavoy, with a letter to the Deputy Commissioner
requesting his aid in procuring supplies. He lost no time in complying, and
on the 1st of May despatched a Chinese Junk to Port Blair. The Junk was
towed out tosea by the Plufo, and after sighting the Andamans, was obliged by
stress of weather to reburn and discharge her cargo at Tavoy, where it now
remaing,, The loss by freight, &e., will not be less than Rupees 2,500. As the
thatching and building materials were urgently required for the shelter of the
convicts during the then approaching monsoon, I thought I was warranted
in doing my best to procure them, as the weather was favoarable, and the
arrival of the Dalkousie admitted of the departure ofthe Pluto, The thatch-
ing leaves and mats being still urgently required for the roof and sides of a
large Hospital, 200 % 36, being erected on Ross Island, and for other buildings,
I purpose to despatch the first available steamer to bring them over from
Tavoy. ,
7. There is still considerable sickness, attended with great mortality.
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Last month 56 conviets were admitted into Hospital, and 87 deaths occurred.
Since the removal of the sick to Ross Island during the last few days there is
a marked improvement in the appearance of the sick. Double-roofed tents,
the same as those allowed to Xuropean Soldiers, have throughout been
allowed to the sick, who lic on raised benehes, but I anticipate that they will
be much more favourably circumstanced when the new Hosputal, the floor of
which will be four feet from the ground, shall be ready for occupation on Ross
Island. The cause of the great sickuess is principally dependent on the
unhealthy nature of their employment, as both Europeans and natives, resid-
ing on board ship, are very healthy. As the jungle gets opened up and
cultivated, sickness may be expected to decrease, and not until then. Great
sickness and mortality has always resulted, when denso jungle has been
undergoing clearance, so far as I can learn, and the clemiance of the
excessively dense primeval jungles of the Andamans, is not likely to
be an exceptional case, The rapid opening up of the jungles, to
allow of the dispersion of malaria and keeping the reclaimed land under
cultivation, without which, jungle would speedily re-form, are the only radical
remedies that I can suggest. At the same time, the convicts should be placed
in as favourable circumstances as possible, to resist the unhealthy influences by
wlich they are surrounded. This I have studied to effect. They have been
supplicd with tents and tarpaulins uuntil otherwise provided for; they have
been supplied with the means of procuring a plentiful and varied supply of food,
incluling vegetables ; they have not been required to work during rain, they
are allowed from 11 o'clock A. . $ill 2 o’clock 2. M. to bathe, prepare their
food, and rest ; the seventh day is to them a day of rest, they are, with a few
exceptional cases, unfettered; in sickness the Hospital is freely open to them,
with 1ts staff of an Assistant Surgeon, Apothecary and two Native Doctors.
If with these advantages so great sickness and mortality existe, what might be
expected under a severe penal discipline ? To-day when I visited the Hospital,
there were 67 sick under treatment for the undermentioned diseases:

| )

€O RO o QO RO e W v I Gt

Chronic Dysentery, .. .cuu ve vouusene cemesananenn vennse on
Diarth@a, covein ir i it ce tete ittt e ittt cn i aan aan e
T
Prolapsus Anl, cieuiveies o tiantreiin titeente vt it cnnsaa
Intermittont Fever, ..o cine ciie cr tats tevncncecsncnnens
Rheumatism, Chronie, .o v ve e ie v vs cevncionnecerssrse s

[

BeUIVY, ti vt vt i it enteetne et ittt te s s enen s
Debillty, ca TH %e B 0% @B S A S8 ,e e 4O VS S SN PR AN VS AS UE AN o 88
CODEUSION. va cs v ve saeoauss co s anonsasurs se o8 oe to on oo oe

Boils, ® 5% 50 e te BTGB Ve GE 4 45 T VU TG AGIA LV 40 AMOG HL Y B o

N 2



Uleers, .o .. v oi vir evnne v vnee

LI A R N R )

Guinea WOrm, . ... uiuieue iisevreece s ve covnee sornnna

Hydroecle, vvvvn i i iiiiii i ie i e i vene
Ophthalmia, .. .o ..o veisviin v e ee oL

ve s08 & a5 ve

[CYRRTITS

8 #e s s wa 2eca sy

Five deaths have oecurred during the present month.
av 8. The use of tobacco by the convicts here has been specially prohibited
by Goverument, bub as there was reason to believe that they were injuring
their bealth by smoking roots and barks in lieu of tobacco, and attributed
their bowel complaints to the want of it, I deemed it prudent to allow them
to use it. Hitherto the mutineer and rebel convicts have been working with
the Moulmein convicts who brought here large quantities, and now they are
associated at work with free native artificers, who would not serve for double
their present high rates of wages, if prohibited from smoking ; bereafter, the
families of convicts will arrive, who will not, I apprehend, be interdicted its
use and cultivation. Under astrict system of penal discipline within the walls
of a prison, the prohibition can, with great advantage, be carried out ; but under
the modified system of imprisonment and discipline in forco here, I do not
see how it is possible to prevent tobacco getting into the hands of the convicta,
while I anticipate the punishments on the eonvicts for using, and on the free
workmen for its illicit sale at exorbitant rates, will prove a constant source of
irritation, without effecting a diminished eonsumption of the article. Nothing
ghort of the prohibition to use tobacco on the Islands by Natives, alike free
and conviets, will admit of the orders of Government being carried out. 1beg
therefore to solicib instructions on the subject.

9. The H. C. Steamer Plufo left this on the 17th April for Tavoy and
Moulmein, for the purpose mentioned in para. 3 of my letter, No. 34, dated
15th April last. In attemnpting to return, her boilers became leaky, and she
proceeded to Rangoon for repairs, not likely to be speedily effected. "The Com-
mussioner of the Tenasserim Provinces informs me, that ¢ when she is ready, I
should not consider her as any longer on detached duby from Ler Station,
unless I receive instructions from_Government directing her transfer to Port
Blair Settlement, because my original orders, and the only ones I have got,
were simply to place her at Captain Man’s disposal, to establish the Settlement
in the first instance, before the Superintendent came, and that duty would appear
to have been accomplished.” I beg to receive the orders of Government on
this point. In the N. E. Monsoon, it.will be necessary to have a Steamer to
cruise around the Andamans to keep native craf from approaching.

10. . M. Gun Boat Roebuck, commanded by Captain Symons, arrived
Liere on the 6th instant from Moulmein, with. instructions to cruise along the
Southern coast of the Andamans. -
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No. 213, patep Jury 20, 185S.

No. 25.—Fyrom Doctor J. P. \VALKER, Superintcndent of the Penal Scttle-

ment of Port Dlair, to C. BravoN, Esquire, Secrelary to the Governe
ment of India.

In mny last communication, dated 8th instant, No. 191, despatele? by
the Barque Edward to Moulmein, I had the honor to report that the miies
of the Scttlement were proceeding satisfactorily, and I have agara the 1 asive
to report that during the interval they lave continued to do so.

2. 'This communieation will be despatehed per Honoralla Coivpar, s
Steamer Coromandel, which leaves for Ma.lvas to-morrow afternoon.

8. The Coromandel, commanded by Lieutenant R. A. Stradling, I. N,
arrived here last night from Calcutta, with an addition to the Naval Guurd,
convicts’ stores, and a mail.

4. Of 149 convicts shipped on board the Coromandel, 143 were landed
to-day on Ross Island, one having died during the voyage, about the time of
arrival here.

5. The Naval Guard has been strengthened by the addition of thirty
men, and Lieutevant Templer commanding has represented that it is very
desirable that with the increase of men, there should be added another officer.
As Captain Campbell, the Senmor Naval Officer of the Indian Navy, secms to
Liave anticipated the necessity by intimating to Lieutenant Templer, that if
the services of Mr. Midshipman King (who has been acting daring Mr.
Midshipman Frimes’s absence) are required for the Settlement Guard, he may
remain till relieved by auvother officer, I have eomplied with Lieutenant
Templer’s application, and requested Lieutenant Stradling to allow him to
1cmain here. I am of opinion that the efficiency of the Naval Guard will be
better secured by an increase of warrant officers than by the addition of
Midehipmen.

6. With reference to the concluding sentence of para. 2 of your letter,
No. 1079 of the 12th justant, intimabing that “it is imperative that the
convicts should be properly sheltered from the weather during the monsoon;”
and para. 6, of my letter No. 191 of the 8th iustant, representing that * the
thatching leaves and mats being still urgently required for the roof and sides
of a large hospital, 200 feet X 36, being erected on Ross Island, and for other
buildings, X purpose to despatch the first available steamer to bring them over
from Tavoy,” [ would have despatched the Csromandel to Tavoy, had yoﬁr
orders in letter No 1601 to the Senior Naval Otficer, Indian Navy, not been
that she should proceed from Pont Blair to Madras without delay. T trust,
however, that the next steamer nmy be available, us owing to the non-receipt
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of any portion of the 8,000,000 thatching leaver indented for on the 16th
April last from Tavoy, Mergui and Moulmein, I have not been able to shelter
the convicets on Ross Island in a satisfactory manner.

7. From para. 2 of your letber, No. 1079, it appears that the Hon'ble
the President in Council is under the impression that I have been adequately
supplied with building materials, I beg to represent that although I indented
on the 6th April last on Captain Man for large supplies of building materials
for the constauction of public buildings (residences for Officers and Overseers,
~tbarracks for the Gaard offices, and store-houses), I had not, up to the end
of May, rececived a sufliciency to complete a store-house on Chatham Island,
although green wood entered largely into the construction, Its supports are
of green jungle wood, the framing and sides of the upper portion are all the
remains of two decayed buildings from Moulmein, and the roof is covered with
new shingles, (to the extent they were available) and weather boarding.
During June I received a supply of shingles, weather boards and planks from
Mo:’ulmein, which would only partially suffice for the Superintendent’s bunga.
low, bub as seasoned wood for supports and framing has not been received, the
construction cannot be commenced.

8. But even if the seasoned material were at hand, the workmen supplied
to me from Moulmein are quite unfitted from wani of skill to perform the car.
pentry work. Para. 3 of my letter No. 191, dated 8th instant, reported the
qualifications of the workmen, the return of 28 as useless, and the inferiority
of the remainder. I have not more than two carpenters who could be
entrusted to make a house door without spoiling the material. Some of the
men hardly know how to handle the commonest tools, and ate not, fit to work
up good seasoned material without spoiling it. I have had great experience
in constructing buildings in the North-Western Provinces, and 1 am certain
that there a carpenter on three annas a day would do as much work as three
of the men I have, and the work would be dope in a workman-like manner,
‘With reference to your letter No. 987, dated 25th June, and enclosures on the
subject of artificers, I quite agree with Doctor Mouat’s view as expressed in
paya. 3 of his letter No. 168, and as para. 2 of letter No. 987 informs me
that men of the description required can be hired and sent from Calcutfa, I
am aboub to request the Superintendent of Marine to send down 30 car
penters and 10 blacksmiths. The proportion of the latter to the carpenters is
much greater than is required for constructing buildings, but they are required
to keep the convicts’ working tools in order.

9. In para. 10 of your letter No. 743, dated 7th May, the appointment
of Mr. James Richardson as Overseer on Rupees 100 a wonth was sanctioned
As his appointment by me was contingent on his acceptance and departure foi
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Port Blair by the earliest opportunity, neither of which he fulfilled, I inti-
mated to him on the 9th instant, that  having fuiled to comply with my
specificd requirements, I now declined his services ™ Captain Man, under
whom he had been serving, having been dissatisfied with his neghgent con-
duct, intimated to bhim that he did not think he would suit me.

10. I beg to urge the appointment of a Deputy Superintendent, as the
nature of the duties required of me here require that I should be assisted, and
so that in the event of sickness, there may be an efficient officer, in addition
to the native Overseer, to conduct the work of the Settlement.

11. The present number (two) of native Doctors 1s inadequate. One is
detached on Chatham Island, and the other attends the sick in Hospital now
on Ross Island. I beg to recommend that two more be sent by the first
opportunity.

12. A few convicts of the sweeper or Bhungee caste are very much re-
quired for the sick in Hospital, especially for those suffering from bowel-com-
Plaints, and unable to move from their beds. At present, there is only one
free sweeper ; who is not able, (even .were he willing to attend on conviets,
which he is not,) to perform a tithe of the work recfuired, and the consequence
is, that the sick are put to great inconvenience, and the Hospital is offen
unpleasant, '

13. In para. 7 of letter No. 119, dated 16th ultimo, I had the honor to
submit a statement of sickness among the convicts from their first landing on
the 10th March up to the end of May, and I now subjoin a corresponding
statement from the end of May up to the present date, (20th July).
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14. Subjoined is a statement of the quantity of rain that fell, as indicated
by the Pluviometer, from the 1st June to the present date.
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* 'N. B.—The indications are read at 6 A.M., and indicate the fall of rain
during the preceding 24 hours.

P. 8—As the Coromandel does not sail for Madras until to-morrow iorn-
ing, [ avail myself of the opportunity te report that all continues well liere.

* From 6 4. M, to 3 7. 1., 2.93 inches of ram fell, makmg » total of 28} inches during
the current month.
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No. 242,
Frox J. P. WALKER, Esq. M. D.
Superintendent, Port Blair, Andamans,
To C. BEADON, Esq.,
Secretary to the Government of Indea, Tlome Dept.
Dated Ross Island, 8th August, 1858.

Sir,—The last communication I had the honor o address to you on the
state of the Scttlement was letter No. 213, dated 20th ultimo, despatched by
Ilon’ble Company's Steamer Coromandel proceeding to Madras.

2. In the interval there has been no communication wah the contin.
ent of India or elsewhere.

3. As Her Majesty’s gun vessel Roebuck leaves Port Blair for Moulmein
to-morrow morning, I avail myself of the opportunity to report that the affairs
of the Settlement continue in the same state as reported in my last communi.
cation,

4. The tents occupied as a Hospital on Ross Island having become
thoroughly rotten from the continued rainy weather, and torn by the wind, it
was necessary a few days ago to re-establish the Seftlement Hospital on
Chatham Island where there is a building capable of affording shelter to the
sick.

5. In para. 13 of letter No. 213, I submitted a statement showing the
amount of sickness amongst the convicts up to the 20th July, and I now
subjoin a statement in continuation up to the present date.
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8. The weather has been rainy and stormy.

7. 'The health of the Naval Guard has suffered from exposure &t night,
while guarding the channels between Chatham and Ross Islands, and the main
land. Though the Guard Boats have rain-awnings, the men frequently get wet-
I try to save the men as much as possible from exposure, compatable with
efficiency. Soreson the legs are very prevalent here: convicts and seamen,
European and native alike suffer from™ them. The Surgeon of H. M. Gun
vessel Roebuck informs me that they are very prevalent on board that vessel.

8. From the 24th of April till the 24th July no escapes occurred, but
on the night of the Jatter date four convicts escaped fron Ross Island, viz.:

No. 836. Soobanah, life-convict, sentenced for rebellion, and received ex
Ttalian on the ist July.

No. 762. Pandoo, life-convict, sentenced for mutiny and received ex Sesos-
tris on the 12th June.

No. 781. Kutt Beg, life-convict, sentenced for instigating rebellion, and
received ex Italian on the 1st July.

No. 834. Krishna Chowhan, life-convict, sentenced for treason and receiy-
ed ex Italian on the 1st July.

They were last seen on the night of the 24th July and were missing at
muster on the following morning, one or two pieces of sawn wood used for
railing posts and several small picces of rope were found missing from the
saw-pits on the sea-side. This induces the belief that the convicts used them
to effect their escape.’ On the other band, it is known that three out of the four
missing convicts were weakly men, and vne was very markedly so, and as
the wind was blowing fresh across the channel towards Ross Island, it is
doubted whether they could have crossed the broad channel against the wind,
sither by padﬂling on small pieces of timber or by swimming. I searched the
o‘pposite shore for three quarters of a mile without finding any trace of a raft.
It is therefore probable that they either committed suicide by drowning, or
were drowned in an attempt to escape across the channel. With a view to
relieving the men of the Naval Guard whenever possible, it was not deemed
necesgpry to despatch a Guard-Boat in advance of the Sesosfris as usual, as the
night was clear and windy.

9. A case of suicide by drowning occurred this morning Convict Mundraj
Gir No. 901, landed on the 20th ullimo ex Coromandel, was admitted on the
following day into Hospital with an ulcer of the leg, and continued a patient
therein till the time of his death, Between 6 and 7 o’clock this morning, he
left the Hospital, and was seen to walk inte the sea on the North side of
Chatham Island and deliberately drowned himsell. Several convicts endeavour-
ed to induce him to return to the shore, and threw in pieces of wood to aid



(99 )

kit ; but he refused to avail himself of them. Mr. Asstt. Apothecary J. Ringrow
rushed into the sea to his rescue, but as the conviet was evidently bent on
drowning kimself, he did not think it prudent to risk his life by placing him-
self in the grasp of such a person in deep water. The deceased was carried ont
int» deep water, soon sank, and disappeared. No cause i3 known for the act.

10 To-day 654 convicts are present, of these 474 are located on TRoss
Islan1 and 180 (including all the sick of the settlement) on Chatham Island.

11. Overseer Taylor who came in charge of the convicts brought by the
Coromandel is still here until an opportunity occurs for his return. He has
only been able to be employed on shore on afew occasions, as he suffered at
first from a sore foot and afterwards from Rheamatism.

12, With reference to the concluding part of para. 15 of your letter,
No. 1079, I am very desirous that a permanent Overseer should be sent
from Calcutta in place of Mr. Richardson.

I have the honor to be, &e.
{8d.) J. P. WaLKEE,
Supdt, Poré Blair.
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APPENDIX No. 4.

———

EXTRACTS FROM PUBLISHED AND UNPUBLISHED
ACCOUNTS OF THE ANDAMAN ISLANDS.

—

LIEUT. COLEBROOKE’S JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE TO TOE
ANDAMAN ISLANDS (1789-90), PRINTED VERBATIM
FROM THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT.

1789,

© 29th Nov, Left Calcutta and embarked on beard the “ Yacht.”

> 30th.........Passed Diamond Harbour.

3 1st Dec. ...Arrived on board the « Afalanta’ Sloop of War.

b 5th ... .....Sailed from Saugor Roads at 10 . M.

3 8th ........Becalmed during the greatest part of the day and the whole
night,

? 9h ... Light airs from N. E. in the morning, saw land, beiag part of
the coast of Ava.

K 12th.........We altered our course more to the southward.

© 13th.........Coasted along the land at about three leagues distance. It

appears to be a wild country covered with wood. If has a
steep and rocky shore. There were many rocks which
seemed to be detached two or three miles from the beach.
The most remarkable of these are called the Butfaloes.
We passed Cape Negrais at about 1 ». M. 'This 43 the
southernmost extremity of the coast of Ava. Af about 2,
the Commodore made a signal for anchoring, and we came
to shortly after, in aboubt five fathoms, having Diamond
Island about four miles to the southward. Tho intention of
stopping here was to eatch turtle, which are fouud in great
plenty at this place. At night a party from the * Ariel”
went on shore. They walked round the Tsland in the dark,and
overturned forty-five large green turtles, which they found
upon the beach, This is the usual manner of taking these
animals, as they never appear on shore daring the day.
The next morning npt above twenty-five were found, the
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rest having turned again and made their escape. This
Island is the most remarkable place in the Bay for turtle,
and produces the species which is called Green, superior in
size and flavor to any other.
I 14th Dec....This mmorning I went on shore upon Diamond Island, in
company with Captain Kyd and Captain Moussum of the
“ Ariel.”” We found the landing rather difficult on account
of the rocks and stones which surround the Island. Captairs
K. and M. measured a base and took some angles with a
theodolite, to ascertain the position of Cape Negrais and
other IHeadlands upon the coasts, We observed the Latitude
of the Island with our sextants.
©’s Mer. Alb., ...... 50 41 40
Dip for 9 feet., ..... 0 2 52
50 388 48
Refo, ..cvovreener veeee 0 0 47
50 38 01
Semidiamr. +......... 0 16 18
Parr.+ oivceviveee .. 0 0 6

————t

Cort. Alb, .ccoeovern. 60 5% 25

Z.D,uiieeereveeee. 89 05 35 23 16 53
Decl, covevveseveee. 23 16 2 0 0 51

Latitude, ............ 15 49 33 23 16 02
By Capt. Kyd’s Obs.
the latitude was,... 15 49 43 .
Mean latitude of Diamond Island 15° 49° 38.”
& 15th Dec....In the morning, we sailed with a light breeze at East. About
‘ 1 » M. the Commodore made a signal for Captain
Delgamo to come on board. He went and received orders to
rcmain at Diamond Island with the * Atalanta’ for a few
days, to catch tirtle for the Squadron. He said he would
proceed himself with the ¢ Perseverance” and ¢ Ariel” to the
Andamans, and that he should there wait for him in Port
Cornwallis. In eompliance with the Commodore’s orders,
we stood in again for the land, and anchored in the
evening.



¥ 16th Dec.

4 17th Dec....

£ 18th Dee..

h 10th Dee.

& 20th Dee

D> 21st Dec. ..

..Weighed at 8 A, a1, to get nearer the Island. DBecalmed at

12, and let go an anchor. At 3 a breeze from N.
We stood in for the Island and came fo at 6 o'clock. Sent
two boats on shore with a party of men to catch turtle.

In the morning they caume back with the news that they had
turned over and secured forty-two in the course of the
night. The wind blew fresb from the northwamd all day,
which prevented our getting more than fifteen turtles on
board. It blew a fresh gale all night,

«Fresh gale all day, Seventeen turtles were caught last

night, but few could be brought on board on account of
the strong wind. The “ Viper” Snow arrived from the
Andamans.

..Wind subsided. Forty-three turtles were caught on shore.

We have now caught altogether one hundred and two large
turtles in three days. This ia an astonishing stock of fresh
provisions for the Squadron. Fach turtle is sufliciently
large for the consumption of our whole ship’s company in
a day, aud we have one hundred and twenty-five meu on
board,

... This morning, the boats came off from Diamond Island with .

the remainder of the turtle. They were so numerous lasé
night that we might have got fifty or sixty in addition to
our »tock ; but bad nob room to stow any mora., Wesailed
from Diamond Island at about 11 o’clock.

.At day-break this morning we found ourselves about three

leagues to the westward of Prepara Island. A fresh breeze
springing up, we soon were out of sight of this Jand. At about
11 o’clock, the man at the mast head discovered the Cocos
1slands akead. TWe hauled our wind a little, to get to wind-
ward of them, Latitude at noon observed Ly Mr, Watt,
14° 22, Wind N. E. In the evening we had passed the
Cocos and were in sight of Narcondam, about twenty
leagues, E. 8. E.

& 22nd Dee, In the morning we saw the Seddle mountain upon the Great

Andaman Island. We stecred south during the whole day
and passed the cluster of Islands called Archipelago, on the
East side of the Great Island. Thoy are all covered with
wood, and some are swrounded by rocky eliffs. About
6 ». M. we weathered the southernmost of these Islands
and bore away W. by 8. for DPort Cornwallis; but night
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23rd Deec.

24th Dee.

25th Dec..

25th Dee.
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coming on the Captain thought it Lest to lay to for the
night, and not to run into a strange Harbour in the dark,

..About four in the morning we made sail and eutered the
Harbour eailed Port Cornwallis at avout 8 o’clock. Here
we found the - Pzreseverance” and “ Arnel” at anchor; like-~
wise the “Ranger” and “ Viper,” which last vessel had
overtaken us and run in during the pight.

We fouud several springs of fresh water on shore and imme-
diately sent our boats with the empty cisks to be filled.
.Captain D and my<elf went upthe Iartour in a boat
to the distance of about 3 miles. We saw upon a rocky
point about twenty or thirty of the natives . they appeared

to be gaite naked and besmeared with mud.

..Went on shore upon Chatham Island to take views Tlisis

a very swall Jsland near the entrance of the Harbour
where Mr. Blair, the Marine Surveyor, has lately erected a
small house with wood and canvass. He has already cleared
away a great deal of the wood oa the Island, and pianted
a small garden.

. Went in company with Commodore Cornwallis up the
Harbour. We had in the barge one of the natives, who
some time ago, had been taken in a skirmish by the
people of the “Viper.” He had the mark of a pistol
ball which has gone through his nose, and put out one of
his evzs. He appeared to be very cheerful, and quite re-
econc’led to his caplivity. I{ appears, that when the
“ Ranger” and * Viper” brigs first entered this Harbour,
the natives were extremely hostile : they attacked the boats
which wend ashore for water, and even ventured to approach
the vessels aud diseharged their arrows at them. Oneef
the erew had an arrow shob through his shoulder, and
probably some would have losé their lives, had not the
timely discharge of two or three muskets put a stop to
their attack. In one of these skirmishes a native was
unfortunately kidled, upon which the rest ran off, making
the rost doleful lamentations.

W2 sailad up to the furthest extremity of the Haivbour about
five or six mies and entered a ereek which had the
appearance of a river ; but when we had rowed up about two
railes through mangroves ard thickets, and rot finding the
water iu the least sweeter, we concluded that it was only a
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Salt creek, which probably terminated a little further, The
shores on each side werelined with mangroves; except in two
or thres places, where the groynd was high and covered
with trees. We went ashore to look at a hut which
appeared to be inhabited ; but we found it deserted, It was
a most wretched little shed, built of sticks and leaves. We
found iu it some bones, which appeared to be those of a
wild hog, suspended to the roof by strings. The ground
about the hut was strewed with the shells of oysters, mus-
cles, cockles and other shell fish. In returning down the creek
we discovered one of the natives in a tree. The instant he
perceived us he ran down with as much agility as a
monkey, making a great noise and calling to two others
who were bclow.  One of them we took to be a woman, by
her voice, as we could not see her. The Commodore threw
ashore two or three cocoanuts as a token of friendship ;
but the boat being very near the shore they did not
venture at first to pick them up. We rowed away a little,
and one of them came slowly towards the cocoanuts till,
being near enough, he snatched them up eagerly and ran off.
It appears that cocoanuts do not grow here; at least we
bave not yet discovered any. Those which were given to
the natives were brought by the “Ranger” from the
Nicobars. We dined on our veturn upon a small biil
which had been called Mount Pleasant. It commands an
extensive view of the barbour and the country around.
In the afternoon we returned towards the ships; but seeing
one of the natives on shore, we stoped a few minutes to
hold a confereuce with him. Ile was a man of the middle
size and tolerably well-shaped. Ilis wool was rubbed with
a kind of red earth, and the rest of his body smeared with
mud. He wore round his neck and left arm a kind of
ornament which looked like & fringe of dried grass. He
appeared very cautious of approaching us ; probably, for fear
of being seized ; however, he allowed Mr. K. to draw near
him, and readily. exchanged his bow and arrows for a knife
which was presented to him, He had under his arm a
small basket into which he deposited every thing that was
given to him. We gave him some bandfulls of biscuit, and,
on rowing away, we saw him sit down on the rock and eat
of it with great avidity.
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© 27th Dec....This morning the “ Ranger” Snow sailed for Bengal She
was sent with despatches by Commodore Cornwallis to the
Governor-General of Bengal. A native who had been on
board of this vessel about three wecks, and who appeared to
be perfectly reconciled and pleased with his new mode of
living, was left on board of our ship. At the same time
the Commodore gave orders that, if he wished to go on
shore and return to his countrymen, an opportunityshould
be given him to desert ; he was accordingly put into a bogt
aud sent ashore. There happencd to be at this time a few
of the natives 1n sight, and we desired hira to go and join
them, He seemed to be actuated by a sudden impulse of joy
at seeing them, He sprung out of the boat and flung
down his hat and ran towards them. They did not
immediately recognize him for one of their countrymen, as
he had been clothed on board the “ Ranger” with a jacket
and trowsers. He soon disencumbered himself {rom his
clothes, and returned to that state of nature which he had
from his infancy been accustomed to. They immediately
seemed to congratulate him upon his safe escape, and they
all together ran into the woods.

P 28th Dec...,Nothing material ocecurred this moming. In the afternoon
the Commodore, &c., rowed toward the rocky point, and
l:eld a conference with the same native whom we visited
on the 26th. He was sitting upon the rocks with a fire, at
which he had been roasting some shell fish. He was
attended by a woman and gil, both perfectly naked and
their skins daubed with maud.

d 29th Dec....This morning the natives shewed an inclination to be very
hustile and mischievous. "I'he Commodore had an inter-
view with several of them in a lhttle Bay on the Kastern
side of the Harbour. They appeared at first perfectly good
humoured. Presently a man aimed with a buw came down
from the wood apparently very much enraged: he made a
great noise and harangued them, as if to spur them on to
an attack, He discharged an arrow himself, aud his
example was immediately followed by all the rest, above
fitty arrows flew over the boat and one went through the
.awning. QOur people fired a musket over their heads.
Luckily no person in the boat was hurt and the Compodore,
not wishing to take advantage of the superior efficacy of
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our muskets, prevented our men from firing at them and
rowed away, Some people fromn the  Ariel” were also
attacked near their watering-place, and, secing themselves
closely pressed, were obliged to discharge two or three mus-
kets, by which one of the natives was killed upon the spot.

We dined upon Mount Pleasant and rowed towards the rocky
point after dinner. Here we found about twenty of the
natives assembled. Some drew backinto the woods with
their bows and arrows, others picked up stones as if to
annoy us. They shewed by their actions a great inclina-
tion to be troublesome ; but seeing two muskets ready to
fire they remained quiet, and we returned to the ships.

¥ 30th Dec....The * Perseverance’ returned to her old unchoring ground.
The “ Ariel” got under way to get nearer the mouth of the
Harbour and ran aground upon a shoal, but got off aguin
in the afternoon.

The Lat. of Port Cornwallis by Mr. Blair is 11-88-30.

Y 31st Dec....Sailed from Port Cornwallis, we had a fine breeze at N. E.
In going out, we shaped our course about south for Carni.
cobar Island.

Latitude at noon 11.20.
We passed in the afternson the Cingue Islands, Brothers,
and Little Andaman*
1790.
© 21st Feb....About sunrise we passed the DBrothers Islands to leeward,
They appear to be low and covered entirely with wood,
About eleven o’clock we weathered and passed the Eastern-
mosb of the Cinque Islands. 'I'hese are high rocky Islands
covered with trees and brushwood, they do not appear to
be inhabited and some of them are hardly accessible.
Latitude 11-15-07.
At the time the sun was up the middle of the grealest
Cinque Island bore west, therefore its Latitude is the same
as observed above,
In the evening arrived at Port Cornwallis in the Great
Aundaman Island. * 'We landed upon a small Island in the
middle of the Harbour where a scttlement is beginuing to
be formed. This place has been called Chatham Island.

% They- visited the Nicobar Islands, returning to the Andamans on the 21st February,
1790, wheve the journal je again token up,
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Q 19th Mar. Suailed from Port Cornwallis about 9 o'clock ab night with the
Tand wind.
b 20.h Mar. Standing off and en with the shore,
Latirude 11-30-43. -
Anchored in the evening at the mouth of au Iulet or Bay,
which Lad the sppearance of a geol Harboeur.,
© 21st Mar. We rowed up the Inlet, wlach appewrs to run four or five
miles inland, in & southwest duection. Indeed we could
not see the end of i1t, so that perhaps it may extend ruch
further. There 13 «n Island at the mouth of this By,
about two mnules in length from E. to W. and bne mile
broad. We went round the Island and entered the Bay to
the worthward  Heie 1t had the appearance of a tolerable
good Harbour with soundings from six to eight fathoms.
Within the large Islands we found two small ones, ¢ne of
which preduces fine oysters in abundanee. W anchored in
the afternoen within a quarter of' a mule of the hitter.
22ud Mar. At day-break we weighed anchor and stood out of the Bay
with the land breeze. About two miles further to the
northward, we found another opening which led us into a
most capacious aud noble Harbour, In depth it cannot
be less than three miles, and the soundings from the
entrance to our anchoring ground were from eight to fifteen
fathows. We brought fo in this place for the rest of the
day.
By an indifferent observation at noon, our Latitude was
11° 57 52"
The shores of this Harbour are mostly lined with mangroves.
The land about it is much lower than the country about
Port Cornwaliis, and might probably be much sooner
brought to a state of cultivation. At the mouth of this
Bay is a very pleasant lcoking Island, and the channel on
each side seenis to be perfectly navigable. Weentered on the
south side and had from ten to fifteen fathoms quite
* througli. We saw a eanoe with four or fitre of the natives
cross over from the small Teland to the mawn, and in the
afternoon we found upon the former, a hut, which appeared
40 have been recently deserted. It is probable that the
appearance of the vessels had alarmed them, snd induced
them to abanden their habitation.
d 23cd Mar. Tuis moruing we made a survey of the Harbour; by taking
22
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bearings and angles in different directions and ealculating
distances by sound from the report of guns and muskets,
We rowed out in our small boat to'a rocky point at the
Northern entrance of the Harbour. Here we stayed about
an hour to make our observations and take views. We saw
three canoes with about twenty of the natives coming
round & point tothe Northward, probably with an intention
to attack us. This induced us to abandon the rock, and
we got into our boat. We fired two muskets in the air for
a signal of sound. This appesred to alarm the natives, for
they began rowing back immediately, The rock we were
upon is remarkably steep, its sides rising perpendicularly
ouf of the water. We had soundings of five fathoms quite
close to it. We saw, while upon it, great numbers of sharks
swimming about. They appeared $o be very ravenous,
Latitude 11° 58" 46",

¥ 24th Mar. This moruing we left the Harbour, which Captain K— called
Port Meadows. We sailed out at the southern entrance,
which is aboubt five hundred yards across. We stood a
little to the Northward till we had opened a pretty deep
Bay, We thought this might be tha passage which, we bad
been informed at Port Cornwallis, led through the Island
into a spacivus Harbour, and had two outleta on the
western side of the Great Andaman. In the afternoon, we
rowed up the Bay, at the bottom of which we found the
passage 1n question. If is about six hundred yards across
in most places and has twelve and fifteen fathoms water.
We went up about three miles in a N. West direction
through this Straif, and were convinced from its appearance,
that vessels of a moderate size might navigate it. The
only difficulty which occurs is a bar of twoanda half fa.
thoms, at the entrance of the Bay which leads to it.

Y 25th Mar. Weighed anchor or 8 o’clock and stood to the Northward.

About 2 ®. M. we anchored close to a httle rocky lsland

about a mile fiom the main. Welanded upon it in the
afternoon and found great numbers of snnkes between the
crevices of the rocks. We killed one about six feet in length.

¢ 26th Mar This morning we stood over to the Islands talled Archipelago,
about seven or eight miles to the eastward of the main
Island. We had been informed that there was a tolerable
harbour among them. Abous$ 11 o'clock we got into this
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supposed harbour, but found that it was totally unfit for
the purpose. - We saw here two or three cances with some
Caffres. They were busy in-fishing and did not appear
to take much notice of us. However, in passing a rocky
pomt, we saw distinctly with our glasses some of the
natives hid amoung the stones with their bows and arrows,
One of thewn had advanced into the water, and was calling
out to us as loud as be could. Their intention was pro-
bably to alluie rome of us on shore, and to attack us
suddenly if we landed. In the afternovn we returned esud
anchored near Snahe Island.

We moved aliout one mile this morning and anchored at the
mouth of a creck, which appeared to lead into & harbour
In the afternoon we rowed up in our boats about four miles,
till we found this Inlet open again to the sea. It has
pretty deep water all the way through, and branches off
in several places. We saw seveiral of the na'tives’ huts and
near to one, there were some cocoanut-trees.

We stood to the northward with the land breeze. About noon
we were a little to the northwestward of Pabsage Island.
We stood in shore and anchored in a deep and spacious Bay,
which branches out in different directions and communicates
to the southward with the creek we were in the day before
yesterday. At night we caught plenty of fish with hooks and

lines, and among them some very large rock cods.

"This day was =pent in cruizing about the Bay. We found many
reels and shoals in it and were once very near aground. We
saw two huts and some of the natives sitting under them.
Also a canoe with three men who appeared to be very
much alarmed at the sight of the vessels and were paddling
away as hard as they could.

We moved this morning to the northern part of the Bay. A
party was sent ashore to look for a watering-place. They
found at last a small well which bad been dug by the
patives, but the water was a little brackish, which prevented
our filling the casks We saw some huts and one of their
canoes, In the former were found several skulls and jaw
bones of wild hogs, some of which were painted in a
chequered manner with red. They were strung together
with slips of rattan and suspended to the roof, In the
canoe were two small padiles shaped like spades. ' While the
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party was on 3aore looking for water the natives were
observed from on board the “ Ranger” watching their
motions and probably meditating an attack, but our party
wag sufficiently strong to encounter a great number of
them, having six men armed with muskets and bayoneta.
There were several pathways leading through the woods.

¥ 31st Mar. About 11 o'clock we stood out of the Bay with the sea
breeze. 'We sailed up the coast about eight miles, and
anchored in the afternoon within half a mile -of the shove.
Captain K-—— and Mr. M——- took an airing in the
boat and saw a great number of the natives, They shot
about a dozen arrows at the boat, but not one flew near
enough to do any mischief. A couple of muskets fired
over their heads induced them to retreat into the woods
The arrows were picked up from the surface of the water
and brought on board. We found some of them headed with
fislk bones, which was what we had never observed before.

% 1st April....We stood to the northward along the coast. The land we
passed this day was very high.” A ridge of mountains
covered with wood runs along the coast. In the eveniug
we, anchored at the mouth of a great Bay. We caught with
hooks and lines a number of rock cods, and some of an
enormous size.

¢ 2ud April. This merning we stood into the great Bay. It appears to
run a great way in land.

Latitude 12° 52" 41”. We saw this morning the most enormous
“shark that any of us had ever seen or heard of. He swam
about the vessel during about ten minutes, and when he
came aloug side, by comparing him with our vessels, we
judged bim to be near twenty-five feet in length and above
four feet in breadth over'the shoulders. He was spotted
like a leopard, and was attended by a number of pilot and
sucking fish, We anchored in the afternoon at the bottom
of the Bay. It runs inland about eight miles from the
line of the coast and is divided into three branches. There
are in it five or six small Islands, tpon one of these we got
oysters. ‘

b 8rd April. 'We cruized about the Bay to examine it. A boat belonging to
the “ Ranger”” being left upon the spot where the vessel had
anchored, was attacked by some of the natives in their
canoes, They came suddenly out from behind the mangroves
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and discharged & great number of arrows, some of which
went through the boat’s sail  There were only two lascars
in the boat, and they had no fire-arms ; so that they were
oblized to retreat as fast as they could with the loss of their
grapnel and taenty fathoms of rope. One of the arrows
which dropped in the boat measured five feet six inches.

4th April. We sdiled up with the sea breeze towards the northern
extremity of the Bay and found another outlet to the sea
We anchored about noon.

Latitade 12° 353" 00". A cance with two men cave ot this
morning from the shore. Tley shewed ub tirst an in.
clination to come on board. We bore down to get near
them, but when we had got within two hundred yards of
them they would approach no nearer, but kept talking to
us in a loud and angry tone.  'We heard the voices of some
people ou shore, among whom we could distinguish some
women, who were calling out to them as if apprehensive
of their gotting into danger and wishing them to return,
We threw overboard two empty bottles which they picked
up from the water when they had drifted astern to some
distance. Fiuding that we could not induce them to come
nearer, Mr. W with three or four men went after
them in our boat to endeavour to bring them to a confer-
euce, but in vain. Tley paddled off as hard as they could,
nor could our Loats get mear them. Wlile our bLoat was
in puisuit of them, we observed their motions from the
vessel with our telescopes. They at first appeared to be
alarmed, but soon shewed signs of resclution and coolness.
The foremost man put down Lis paddle and very dehberate-
ly baled out the water. He then took uwp his bow and
arrows from the bottom of the eanoe and laid them down
by him. The other now and then stopped paddling to look
Lehind him.  He made signs to our people to eome on, and
af last clapped his hand to his posteriors, probably as a
mark of contempt. In the afternoon Captain K and
Mr. W went ont in the boat, they saw one of the
natives upon the beech, who called out and made signs to
them to eome near; bubt it was only with an intention of
leading them into a snare, for the boat had no sooner ap-
proached within fifty paces of him than Captain K—
perceived a number of men laying in ambush under the
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mangroves. When they found themselves detected they rush-
ed out and sent u shower of arrows at the boat, some of
which flew over it, Two muskets were fired over their
heads, which made them retreat, and our people picked up
about 30 of their arrows from the water. They were all
headed with fish bones, and some were gix feet long.

We got our water filled up from the “ Ranger’ and prepared
to leave the Andamans for Bengal. Sailed out of the Bay
at the southern outlet.

Northerly wind, We stood off and on the shore.

In the afternoon we were closs to the Saddle Mountain; it
rises immediately from the shore to a consideralle height :
not less by our most moderate estimation than 2500 feet
from the level of the sea. It is almost entirely covered with
wood, except in two or three places, where there appear to be
some rocky cliffs. Captain Blair went ashore. He saw some
of the natives, who fled at his approach. e found a rill
of fine fresh water, which came (rom the mountain, Stand.
ing to the northward.

About four miles to the northward of the Saddle Mountain
we found another inlet which led into a Bay branching out
in several directions, Mr. Blair with the * Ranger” and
“Viper’ went into it to survey and examine it. We tovk leave
of them and pursaed our course for Bengal.

Latitude 13° 42° 03", The north extremity ofall the Islands
bore at noon E. 20 8. distant about five miles,

Latitude of north end, as derived from the above, 18° 40
22", A breeze sprung up from the northward and we hauled
close to the wind, steering W. by N. At sunset the Saddle
bore 8. 44 W, and was the only part of the land which re-
mained visible.
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LIEUTENANT COLEBROOKE'S ACCOUNT OF TIE ANDAMAN
ISLANDS. PRINTED IN VOLUME 1V. OF TUE ASIATIC
RESEARCHES, 1793.

TuE Andaman islands are situated on the eastern side of the bay of Dengal.*
extending from north latitude 10° 32" t0 13° 40°.  Their longitude is from 92°
6' to 92° 59 east of Greenwich. The Great Andaman, or that portiou of the
laud, hitherto so called, is about one hundred and forty Biitish miles inlength,
Lut not more than twenty in the broadest part. It3 coasts are indented by
several deep bays, affording exccllent harbours, aud it is intersected by many
vast inlets and crechs, one of which has been found to rua quite through, and
is navigable for small vessels The Little Andaman is the most southerly of
the two, and lies within thirty leagues of the island Carnicobar. Itslengths
tirenty-eight miles, by seveuteen in breadth, being more compact, but it dous not
aftnnd any harbour, although tolerable anchorage is found near its shores. The
former is surrounded by a great number of smaller islands.

The sliores of the muin island, and indeed of all the rest, are in some parts
rochy, and in a few places are lined with a smooth and sandy lLeach, where
boats may easily land. The inteiior shores of the bays and creeks, wme almoust
invariably hned with mangroves, prickly fern, and a species of wild rattan;
wlule the inland parts are covered with a vanety of tall trees, darkened by the
intermistwre of ereepers, parasite plants, and underwood; which form alto-
gether, a vast and almost impervious forest, spreading over the whole country.
The smaller islands are equally covered with wood ; they mostly contain hills
of & moderate height, but the main island is distinguished by a mountain of
prodigious bulk, ealled frum its shape the Saddle Peak; it is visible in clear
weather, at the distance of twenty-five leagues, being nearly two thousand
four hundred feet in perpes Leular height. There are no rivers of any size
upon these islands, but a number of sa.all nlls pour Jown from the mountains,

® It is perhaps a wonder, that islands so extensive, and lying in the track of so many
ships, should have been, till of late years, so little known; that while the countries by
which they are almost encireled, have been encreasing in population and wealth, having
been from time immemorial, in a state of tolerable owilization ; these 1slands should have
remained in a state of nature, and their inhabitants plunged 1 the grossest ignorance and
batbarity.

The wild appearance of the country, and the untractable and ferocious disposition of
tLe natives, have been the causes, probably, which have deterred navigators from frequent-
ing them, and they have justly dreaded a shipwreck atthe Andamans, more tlan the
danger of foundering in the Geean ; for elthough it is highly probable, that in the course
of time, many vessels have been wrecked upor thewr coasts; an instance does not occur
of any of the crews being saved, or of a smngle person returning to give_ any account of
such a disaster,

Q
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affording good waler, and exhibiting in their descent over the rocks a variety
of little cascades, which are overshaded by the superincumbent wooda.

The soil is various in different parts of these islands ;* consisting of bLlack
rich mould, white and dark ecoloured clays, light sandy soil, clay mixed with
pebbles of different colours, red and yellow earth ; but the black mould is most
common. Some white cliffs are met with along the shores, which appear to
have been originally clay, with a mixtare of sand, hardened by time into the
consisfence of stone; but might be cut, and would probably answer for
building. Near the southern extremity of the great island, where it 12 moun-
tainous and rocky, some indications of minerals have appeared, particularly
of tin. There is also a kind of free stone, containing a yellow shiuing spar,
resembling gold dust. Some of the hills bordering the coasts, exhibit blue
schistose strata ab their bases, with the Brescia or pudding stone; and some
specimens of red ochre have been found, not unlike cinnabar.

The extensive forests, with which these islands are overrun, produce a
variety of trees fit for building and many other purposes. The most common are
the poon, dammer, and ¢il trees; red wood, ebony, cotton tree, and buddaum
or almond tree ; soondry, chingry and bindy. Alexandrian laurel, poplar, and
a ftree resembling the satin wood; bamboos, and plaas, with which the
natives make their bows. Cutch, affording the extract called Terra Japonica.
The Melori, or Nicobar bread-fruit; aloes, ground rattans, and a variety of
shrubs. A few fruit trees have been found in a wild state, bat it is remarkable,
that cocoanuts, so common in other tropical countries, are here almost
unknown Many of the trees afford timbers and planks, fit for the construc-
tion of ships, and others might answer for masts. A tree grows here to an
enormous size, one baving been found to measure thirty feet in circumference,
producing a very rich dye, that might be of use in manufacfures.

The only quadrupeds yet discovered in these islands, are wild hogs, monkeys
and rats. Guanas, and various reptiles abound ; among the latter is the green
snake, very venomous ; centipedes of ten inches long, and scorpions.

A variety of birds are seen in the woods; the most common are pigeons,
crows, parroquets, kingfishers, curlews, fish-hawks and owls. A epecies of
humming bird, whose notes are not unlike the cuckéo, is fitquently beard in
the night. '

The principal caverns and recesses, composing part of the coast, give
shelter to the birds that build the edible nests; an article of comierce in

* T am indebted to Major Kyd and Captsn Archibald Blair, for many of tho
subsequent remarks. The latter was employed by Government 1n surveying these islands,
sud has the credit of having furnshed the first complete and correct Chart of the
Andamans.
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the China marhet, whers they are sold at a very high price. It has been
thought, that these nests are formed from a glatincus matter, exuding from
the sides of the caverns, where these birds, during nidification, resort. It 1s
not known whether they emigrate, but the period of their lncubation takes
place in December, and continues till May. Not more than two white spot-
less eggs, have been found in their nests, bub they have been further supposed
to breed mounthly.

‘The harbours and iulets from the sea, are plentifully stocked with a va-
riety of fish; such as mullets, soles, pomfret, rock fish, shate, gurnards,
sardinas, rocballs, sable, shad, aloose, cockup, grobers, seer fish, old wives,
vellow tails, snappers, devil fish, cat fish, prawns, slirimps, cray fish, and muany
others. A species resembling the whale, and sharks of an enormous size are
met with. A variety of shell fish are found on the reels, and in some places
oysters of an excellent quality. Of the many madrapores, coralines,
zoophites, and shells, none have yet been discovered but such as are found
elsewhere,

The Andaman islands are inhabited by a race of men, the least civilized
perhaps in the world; being nearer to a state of nature than any people we
1ead of.  Their colour is of the darkest hue, their staturein general small, and
their aspect uncouth. Their limbs are ill-formed and slender, their bellies
prominent, and like the Afiicans they have woolly heads* thick lips, and

* In this respect, they duffer from all the various tribes, inhabiting the continent of Asia,
oritsislands. A story is somewhore told, of aship full of African slaves, of both sexes,
having been cast away at the Andamans; and that having put to death their masters and
the ship’s crew, they spread themseclves over, aud peopled the ecountry. This story does
not appear to have been well authenticated, nor have I ever met with "the particular
author who relates it. They have been asserted by some to be canwmibals ; and by others
{vide Coptain Hamilton’s Voyage, and all the Geographical Dictiounaries) to be a harmless
and mmoffensive people, Living chiefly on mice and vegetables. Thab they are cannibals haas
never been fully proved, although from their cruel and sangummary disposition, great
voracity, and cunmng modes of lying in ambusb, there is reason to suspect that in attaching
strangers, they are frequently impelled by hanger; as they invamably put to death the
unfortunate victims who fall into their hands, No posilive instance, however, has been
known, of their eating the flesh of their enemies ; although the bodies of some whom they
Lave killed have been found mavgled and torn. It would be dufficult to account for
thewe unrenutting hostility to strangers, without ascribing this “as the cause; unless the
story of their origin, as abovementioned, should be true; in which case they might proba.-
bly retain a tradition of having once been in a stato of slavery. This in some degree
would acecount for the rancour and enmity they shew, and they would naturally wage
porpetual war with those whe, they might suspect, were come to 1nvade thewr country, or
euslave them again.
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flat noses. They go quite naked, the women wearing only at times, a kind of
tassel, or fringe round the middle; which is intended merely for ornament,
as they do not befray any signs of bashfulnese, when seen without it. The
men are cunning, crafty, and revengeful ; and frequently express their aveision
to strangers, in a Joud and threatening tone of voice, exhibiting various signs
of ‘defiance. and expressing their contempt by tle most indecent gestures.
At other times they appear quiet and docile, with ihe most insidious iutent.
They will aflect to enter into a friendly conference, when, after receiving with
a show of humility whatever articles may be presented to them, they set up a
shout and discharge their arrows at the donors On the appearance of a
vesscl or boat, they frequentily lie in ambush among the trees, and send one of
their gang, whois generally the oldest among them, to the water's edge, to
endeavour by friendly signs to allure the strangers en shore. Should the
ctew venture to Jand without arms, they instantly rush out from their lurking
places, and attack them. In these shirmishes they display wueh resolution,
and will sometimes plunge into the water to seize the boat; and they have
been known even bo discharge {heir arrows wlile in the act of swimming.
Their mode of life is degrading to human nature, and, like the brutes, their
whole time is spent in search of food. T'hey have as yet made no attempts to
cultivate their lands, but live entirely upon what they can pick up, or kill,
In the morning they rubtheir skins with mud, or wallow in it like buffaloes,
to prevent the annoyance of ingects, and daub their woolly heads with
red ochre, or cinnabar. Thus attired, they walk forth to their ditfient
occupations. The women bear the greatest part of the drudgery in collect-
ing food, repuiting o the reefs at the recessof the tide, to pick up shell fish ;
while the men are hunting in the woods, or wading in the water to shoot
fish with their bows and arrows. They are very dexterous at this extraordi-
nary mode of fishing, which they practise also at night ; by the light of a
torch. In their excursions through the woods, a wild hog, sometimes, rewards
their toil, and affords them a move ample repast. They broil their meat, or

It would :appear that these slands were known to the ancients (ace Major Rennell’s
Memoir, introduction Page xxxix), They are mentioned, I believe, by Marco Polo; and
in the ancient accounts of Indis and China, by two Mahomedan travellers, who went to
those parts in the ninth eentury, translated from the Arabic by Eusebius Renaudot, may
be seen the following curibus account : “ Beyond these two islands (Nevabus, probably
Nicobars) lies the ses of Andaman , the people on this Const eat human flesh quite raw;
theiv complexion is black, their hair frizzled ; their countenance and eyes frightful ; their feet
are very large and almost a cubit in length, and they go quite naked. They huve no
ewbarkations ; if they had, they would devour all the pasfengers they could lay hands
on, &0.” ! "
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APPENDIX No. 5.

——

BARREN ISLAND.

Having been for some days exposed to the noxious exhalations from the
mangrove swamps fringing the eastern shores of the Great Andaman, it whs
determiined by the Committee to visit Barren Island, a Voleanoe said to be still
active, and in doing so, we were able to examine a place little known, and at
the samne time ensure, as far as possible, the health of our crew,

Barren Island, so called from the scanty vegetation which shews ifself on
its fire-formed rocks, is 50 miles East of the Great Andaman, lying in 12° 15’
North Latitude, and 93° East Longitude.

It forms a liuk in the chain of voleanie action which, commencing in the
Island of Java, extends North-west and North in a curved line, shewing
itself in the Bay of Bengal in Barren Island,—in the Nacondam Rock, an extinct
voleanic summit 43 miles direetly Eust from Port Cornwallis, and in the mud
voleanoes on the coast of Burmah.

Barren Island was visited hy Licut. Blair of the Indian navy in the year
1789 —it was then in a state of violent eruption, large volumes of smoke and
vapour issuing from its summit, and huge masses of rock being ejected to a
considerable distance from tbe crater. )

Another account of the Island appeared in the Asiatic Researches, up-
wards of 40 years later. The writer when passing in his vessel, was induced
to land. The Volcanoe although smoking, was ab that time quiescent.

I am not aware that the Island has been visited by any one else, but as
Sir C. Lyell in the description and drawing given in his Principles of Geology,
bas apparcntly been misled as to the structure and elevation of the Island, it is
probable some such account exists, for neither of the descriptions above men-
tioned makes any allusion to the existence of water between the external erater
and the central cone of elevation.

We approached the Island from the South at daybreak on the 18th Decer-
ber, 1857, and, at the distance of eight or nine miles, it exhibited the outline

3
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shown in the upper drawing No, 1, apparently inaccessible, until we steamed
round to its North-west slhiore, where we found a break or ravine, along which we
could see up to a cone which rose in the centre of a circular crater.

The Island is nearly circular, has a diameter of 2970 yards, and is formed
of high ridges averaging 970 feet, which slope at an angle of 45¢ towards the
's:ea, and inwards at a larger angle to the base of a central cone 975 feet in
height, and having a diameter of 2100 feet at its base. The sketch taken
from on board the steamer when opposite the ravine, and the Bird's-eye view,
give a tolerable idea of the appearance of the Island.

Having approached in a boat to examine the break in the outer ridge which
gave the only promise of a spot on which a landing could be effected, we found
that an abrupt wall of lava about 20 feet in height filled the greater part of
it, but that on its eastern extremity thiere was a sandy beach a few yards in
extent.

Having pushed the boat in on this beach, the men jumped into the water
in order to fasten her to a rock, but more quickly jumped on board again,the
water being quite hot. The tide was then about half flood, and amongst the
stones at the water's edge we discovered a spring bubbling up, the temperature
of which was too bigh to be borne by the hand, the mercdry in the only
Thermometer in our possession rising immediately to 140°—its himit.

I have no doubt that had we been able to try the amotnt of heat before
the spring was cooled by the rising tide, it would have been found at boiling
point. )

From the landing-place we walked towards the base of the cone over a
mass of lava, which extends the whole distance, and fills the greater part of
the ravine.

At its surface it is broken up into ifregular shaped blocks of loose texture,
containing a large amount of felspar, crystals, the lower strata of closer
texture, probably from cooling more slowly.

The eastern side of the ravine exhibited alternate layers of lava,
trap and scoria ; the slope inclined towards the sea. This is represcnted on a
small scale in the drawing which shows a section of the Island.

The cone which rises at an angle of 40 is covered with fine ashes, the
inner slopes of the external crater are also covered with the same fine ash to
their summits, but on the northern and eastern sides, the slopes are almost as
smooth and regular as the cona ‘itself, while the South-west aspect is 8o much
Tess covered thab the ridges of which it is formed are visible running inwardg
towards the base of the cone. The evident cause of this difference is that the
¥outh-west monsoon blows with great force during seven or eight months of the
year, the North-east monsoon only lasting four months,
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The upper part of the cone is truncated and hollowed, of an oval shape, the
length from N, W. to S. E.—the hollow beinz filled with roush wasses of
Iava, and on the Northern edrye ate numerous fissures fillel with loose ashes,
turough which the smoke issues. At this spot the scoria and masses of
lava are encrusted with sulphar.

On the edge of the hollow towards the beach there is a huge upright
miss of rock which, as seen from below against the sky, looks like a pillar.

Some smoke was seen occasionally to issue from the slope of the cone a
Litile way below this rock.

On the slope of the cone 200 feet from the summit towards the N. W,
was & prejection furmed by alarge mass of rock fom which ab some period,
1 believe, eruptions have taken place.

Frow tlis point to the samumit, the heat was felt through the soles of the
shoes in ascending.

The whole bed of the Island Letween the cone and external crater, is at
least 30 feet above high-water mark. 1 could not, after very careful exadin-
ation, satisfy myself that there had been any recent upheaval of the island,
nune of the rochs exhibiting signs of having been water-woru. ‘

There is a great similanty, although on a smaller seale, to the island of
Palma which, however, has long been extinet. The island of St Paul’s has also
a similar formation as regards the external crater, but its fires having b come
extinct and no cone of elevation raised, the centre exhibits a basin 180 feet in
depth.

The origin of the ravine or break in each of these islands may,
1 believe, be learned from the formation of the central cone in Barren I:land.
The only pomts of exit for the smoke are at the summit; and on the slope
below the pillar-like rock in that direction, the crust of the cone is evidently
thinner than elsewhere.

Were an explosion to take place, its effiet on the greatest part of the
cone where theie is solidity and resistance would be to throw or bend the rocks
cutwards, wlhile in the direction where the crust was weak, the explosion would
blow out the side altogether, leaving a gully or ravine,

G. . PLAYFAILR, M. D,
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BARREN ISLAND.

Barren Island is a Volcanic Island, situated in Lut. 129 177 N. andin
Long. 93° 54’ E. Its smallest distance from the Andaman Archipelago isin a
straight line only 36 miles East. The distance from the nearest point of the
.main land, near Tavoy, is about 270 miles W. 8. W. It lies not far out of
the straight course between Port Blair and Amherst, about 63 miles from the
former, and 330 from the latter place. The Semiramis approached the Island
on the morning of the 19th March, 1858, coming from the N. E., and eteamed
round it by 8., keeping close to the shore, until the ship was oppo;ite the
entrance of the crater bearing about W. and by N. fromn the centre of the
Tsland where she hove to, and we landed.

It is stated in former accounts, that all round the I.land the lead finds
no bottom at 150 fathoms, only % mile distant from the shore. Cuaptain
Campbell found, however, ground at that distance on one sido of the Island, its
eenlre bearing N. E. at a depth varying from 4} to 14 fathoms,

Nearing the Island from the North and passing round to the Santh East
of it, it looks from a distance like an oval-topped hill; but coming closer,
the sides of the mountain are discovered to belong to a steep circular elevation,
sending out spurs towards the sea and enclosing a central valley. 'The sides
of the enclosing cirele being lower in the direction of the spectator, the upper
circumference of this valley is seen in the shape of an oval ring, formed by
the crest of the surrounding ridge. In the middle of this ring, the upper part of
a regular cone is visible, from the apex of which small white vapour-like
clouds emanate. 1% is also distinguished from the surrounding darker masses
by its grey colour, and some large white marks on it, like ficlds of snow. An
entiance is not discernible.

The slopes towards the sea are generally covered with shrubby vegeta-
tion, presenting, however, some bare patches towarda the upper edge. Sinall
trees grow about the base, where large rounded stones are washed by the sea.

T'urning now to the S. and S. W. the enclosing wall is higher than the
cone and the crest of the opposite ridge, and both therefore disappear from
the view. On this side the vegetation down the spurs to the sea may be
called rich, and consists of different forest trees of modesate height, interspers-
ced with graceful palms; and where he descent is rocky, the rocks are
frequently covered with ferns.

" Passiug to the westward of the centre of the Island, and continuing the
survey towards the northern end, one of the first turns giscovers a-large gap
in the circular wall, extending quite down to the base of the Island, through
which the interior of the valley, with the cone in the middle, opens at once
into full view.
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The sides of this gap or fissure in the circular wall form a regular cut
or short transverse valley through it, opening towards the sea into a small
bay, and on the other side into the circular valley, to which it is the only
way of access. Opposite this entrance, in the centre of the valley, rises the
cone of grey ashes, and surrounding its base, the bottom of the valley is
filled with black masses of cold lava, which are continued like a congealed .
stream through the gap, breaking off alruptly when they arrive near the
nater's edge. At its termination the stream is about 10 or 15 feet high,
aud its breadth seems less than farther up. It looks like a black perpendicu-
lar wall, drawn aeross the entrance and facing the sea.

This lava cousists of a black basalt wass (matrix) throughout which are
disseminated innumerable semi-transparent little crystals of a variety of
common felspar (orthoclase), and also many bright green granules of oliviue.
The lower part of its thickness is homogeneous, with a smooth fracture,
Lut from the upper surface to a depth of several feet it is cleft in all directions,
whercby the upper part is divided into rough lloeks, possessing a spongy
texture as well as countless sharp edges and corners.

The older lava, composing the rocks on the side of the valley and also
the strata of the sarrvunding ridge, is slightly difftrent from this. The
colour of its principal mass is a reddish grey, felspar and olivine erystals are
embedded in it in the rame proportions as before, and in addition small
pieces of black angite of the granular kind, with conchoidal fracture. From
underneath the black lava, where it terminates near the sea, issues a broad
but thin sheet of hot water, mising with the sea water between the pcobles
of the beach. The ‘Thermometer I had with me was not gradusted bigh
envugh to measure its temperature, its highest mark being 104 F. (40° C.)
The water where escaping from the rock must have been npearly st the
boiling point, judging from the heat felt when the hands were dipped into
it, or when the hot stones were touched. When bathing, we found the sea-
water warm for many yaids from the eatrance of the hot spring and to a depth
of more than 8 feet. It is not impossible that a jet of hot steam or water may
emerge from the rocks below the level of the sea. The hot water tasted quite
fresh, and nob suling as might Lave been expected,‘ showing that it could nok
have been long in contact with the rocks.

We ascended to the base of the cone, passing along the sloping sides of the
trausverse valley through dry grass and brushwood or over sandy ridges, so long
a3 the solidified stream of lava in the middle left us room to do s0. At last
we had to ascend the rpgged surface of the Llack lava itself, and cross the
circalar valley, which has about the same breadth as the transverse valley (not
quite one-eighth of a mile), until we arrived at the base, about half a mile
f;om the sea. The cone rises from the lava accumulated in the circular vaLey,
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and its base is about 50 fect higher then the level ol the eea, at a rough es'i-

mate. It is quite round and smooth, and the inclination of 1its sides is 40

degrees. No vegetation of any kind was visible alovg its surface. We turned

to the left and went up from the North side where the appearauce of a ravine,

some way up, only two or three feet deep and very narrow with some tufts of

‘grass growing along it, promised an easier sscent for a part of the way, and’
where a rocky shoulder at about two-thirds of the height would offer a place

to rest. Our ascent commenced at about 2§ P. M, and was certainly the most

fatiguing expedition many of us remember ever to have undertaken. The

sky was alinost cloudless, and the heat cousequently was great. The lower”
third and more of the slope cousisted of a powder of ashies, into which we sunl:
ankle-deep, and we often fell a step back for two gained. A little higher, stones

Joosening when the foot stepped on them aud rolling dewn in long lamps, were

dangerous to any one following.

Arrvived at the rocks mentioned, their nature and the manner in which the
gide of thie cone bulged out in their neighbourhood, showed that they marked
the point from whence an effusion of lava of the same kind as we had seen
below, had taken place from the sideof the cone, not reaching the mouth of
the tube at the apex. The last thitd of the way frown the rocks upwards offer-
ed a firmer footing, the ashes being cemented by sulphute of lime (gypsum)
which, where it was present, formed the white patches we bad already observed
from a great distance when approaching the Island. The ground now became
very hot, not, huwever, intolerably so, until about 30 feet from the apex a few
rocks u,sin offered a convenieut seat, not affected by the heat of the ground.
There the Aneroid Barometer and the temperature of the air were observed in
the shade of an umbrella.

About balf way between these rocks and the highest point, eracks and fis-
sures commenced to ijutersect the ground, widening higher up to the breadth
of several inches, where clouds of ot watery vapour issued from them. They
were filled with sulphur, often accompanied with beautafully erystallised white
needles of gypsum, and a sulphurous smell also accompanied the vapour (sul-
phuroys acid), This smell was, however, not very strong and did not prevent
us from penetrating the clouds, when we discovered that, what had appeared
from below as the summit was in fact the edge of a small crater, about 90 or
100 feet wide, and 50 or 60 deep. At that depth it hiad a solid floor of decom-
posed lava or tufa and voleanie sand. Its walls were made up of rocks,in appearance
like those of the older lava, and they were highest on the north and south sides.
Towards the west the crater opened with a similar cle(f, to that which had
permitted us to enter the Island. The vapours rose principally from the nor-
thern and southern quarters of the edge, where the fissurcs were largest and
longest, ruoning both parallel and across $lie «dgs, The rocks where the
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sulphurous vapours issued from between them, were covered with reddish and
white crusts, indicating the beginninyg of decomposition of their substance From
the top. the horizon and more or less of the sea were visible in all directions,
with the exception of the quarter between South and West. The inner slope
of the circular elevations enclosing thie valley, had no spurs, but was like a
plam wall, falling off with a steep descent all round towards the centie. It
had a uniform brownish colour, appertaining either to the surface of larger mass-
es of the rock itself, or Leing derived from the dry grass and swaller shrabs
covering the slope. There were no trees or brushwuod visihle to correspond to
‘the richer vegetation on the external circumference. Horizontal parallel lines,
traceable throughout the cirde and rising somewhat like the boraers of receding
steps, indicated the thichness and stnke of the different sheets of lava and
tufa which, super-iioposed upon one another, formed the substance of the cir-
cular elevation. A very good transverse section of it bad alieady attracted my
atteution, where the left side of the transverse vallev debouches into the sea,
Several strata of tufaceous formation, alternating with older rock liwe lava, could
be seen there 1ising from the rocky beach. One of the most remmkable
amenzyt these was a stratum of rounded stones, like large pebiles, eemented
by tufa, exactly like those of the present beach, but ab a considerable elevation
(alout 20 feet) above the high water mark, showing that the sub-marine base
of the Island must have been raised since those pebbles had been washed by
the sea. All these stiata dipped outwards from the centre of the [sland, paral-
lel mith the external slope of the encircling wall. It is interestiug to observe
that this slope continues under the sea level on three sides of the Island at least,
at the same inclination as above water, which averages about 33°. This s
shown by the soundings, which exceed (50 fathoms at a distance of a guarter of
a mile fiom the shore.

Judging fiom what we saw, as I have Lere attempted to deseribe it, I should
conclude that the circular valley and its walls constitute the crater of a huge
voleanie cone of sub-marine basis, which had been the vent for fluid masses of
rock, when such eruptions took place on a larger scale than in more 1ecent
times. The smaller cone in the centre of the cld erater, correspending.
in its size to the diminished forces of voleanic action, is of recent origin, and
represents those smaller cones of still active voleanoes which are usually distine
guished as cones of eruption, from the original cones, also ealled the cones
of clevation.

We bave it on record that about 60 years ago, the crater of the little
cone was throwing oub showers of red-hot stones of several tons weight and
enormous volumes of smoke (Captain Blair's account, Asiatic Researthes,
1795), and but for the isolated position of the volcano preventing its more
frequenty observation, we should doubtless be able to fix the date of the erup-
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tion that left the stream of lava behind, which is now filling the valley and ite
outlet into the sea. Since that time it has entered the period of decline of
volcanic activity, without, however, leaving us the assurance that it will not
some day revive again,

From barometrical observations, I deduced the height ‘of the cone by
Gauss’s formula, allowing for the time of the day and the influence of the hot
ground near the summit, to be about 980 feet, from the level of the sea to
the northern edge of the erater. This height is confirmed by a trigonometri-
cal measurement of Lieutenant 1leathcote, I. N., to whom I am indebted for
the communication of his results. He visited the Island about four months®
earlier then we did, when he found the height of the cone 975 feet about the
level of the sea, and the diameter of the Island %2970 yards, 1.68 miles North
and South,

The few notes I could glean respecting the recent history of the Island, are
derived from the Island itself, from the records of the Asintic Society, and
from Horsburgh. We found on a rock in the transverse valley the inscrip-
tion, © Galathea 1846, showing that since then no alteration has taken place.
The same conclusion can be extended farther back to the year 1831 or 1832, judg-
ing from an account communicated to the Asiatic Socicty (Asiatie Society’s Jour-
nal, April 1832) by Dr. J. Adam, whose informantlanded in the month of March
and reached the base of the cone. By this explicit account, the deseriptions of
the Island in  Lyell,”* dated 1843, and in Humboldt’s Cosmos, both appar-
ently derived from the same source, must be rectified. The narrator states (in
“ Lyell”) that the sea filled the circular valley round the cone.

Horsburgh states that in 1803, the volcano was observed to explode
regularly every 10 minutes, projecting each time a column of black smoke,
perpendicularly, to a great height, “and in the night a fire of considera-
ble size continued to barn on the east side of the crater, which was then
in view.”

The oldest account on record is that of Captain Blair, already quoted,
taken from his report of the survey of the Andaman Islands. Ile must have
visited, the Island about 1790, as far as T am alle to conclade from the publica-
tion in the researches and the date of his ehart of the Andamans, which is
1790. He approached nearly to the base of the cone, which he describes as the
lowest part of the Island, very little higher than the level of the sea, but he
does not mention the bluck stream of lava, The acclivity of the cone he states
to be 32° 17, and its height 1,800 feet nearly, which, says he, is also the ele-
vation of the other parts of the Island. On the other band, he remarks that
the cone is visible in clear weather at a distance of twelve leagues, which
would require a height of not more than from 900 to 1,000 feet. I think there-

* Lyell's Principles of Geology.



( 129 )

fore that Captain Blair could have taken no accurate measurements, contenting
himself with a rough estimate. Ifit could be proved otherwise, the Island
would have subsided 820 feet since he visited it.

From the description in some of these accounts it would appear that the
high vegetation which we found on the external slope of the Island, is of quite
recent origin.

Mr. Adam’s authority (1831) sfafes as follows :

“ The summits to the N. E. were completely smooth and covered
with asbes ; those fo the 8. W. although partly covered with ashes, also have
a good many small shrubs over them, with dry and parched grass growingon
the surface.”

He conjectures from this that the eruptions, would take place only in
the 8 W. Monsoon or rainy season, at which time the S, W, wind would blow
the dust and ashes on the hills in the opposite direction, or N. E.; sucha
conjecture is hardly admissible on the ground given, it being easier to account
for the vegetation on the south-western slope by its angle of descent being
much smaller than that of the north-eastern slope.

The sulphur on the top of the cone occurs in such quantity in the cracks
and fissures, often lining them {o the thickness of more than half an inch, that
the question naturally arises, whether the sulphur could not be worked with
advautage, )

Although in the immediate neighbourhood of the crater, where the fissures
are numerous, the ground seems to be completely penetrated with sulphur, this
is not so evident in other parts, only a few feet lower, where the surface is
unbroken. There are, however, some reasons which seem to promise that a
search might be successful. In eruptive cones, like that of Barren Island, there
is always a central tube, or passage, connecting the vent in the crater with
the heart of voleanic action in the interior. Inthis tube the sulphur, generally
in combination with hydrogen, rises in company with the watery vapour, and
is partly deposited in the fissures and interstices of the earth near the vent,
the remainder escaping through the apertures.

If in the present case we admit the sensible heat of the ground of the
upper third of the cone to be principally duo fo the condensation of steam, a
process of which we have abundant evidence in the stream of hot water rushing
out from underneath the cold lava, it is not improbable that the “whole of the
upper part of the interior of the coyp is intersected with spaces and fissures
filled with steam and sulphurous vapour, these being sufficiently near the surface
to permit the heat to penetrate. 1t is therefore not unlikely that at a mode-
rate depth we should find sulphur saturating the volcanic sand that covers
the outside of the cone.

T only speak of the outside, as we may conclude from the evidence we have
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in the rocks of lava in the crater and those bulging out on the side, that the
structure of the cone is supported by solid rock nearly to its summit, the ashes
covering it only superficially.

From what has been said above, the probability of salphur being found
ncar the surface disposed in such a way as to allow of its being profitably
gxhausted, will depend on the following conditions :

First.—That the communication of the central canal, through which the
vapou:s rise, with its outlets, be effected not through a few large, but through
many and smaller passages distributed throughout the thickness of the upper
part of the cone.

Second.—That some of these passages communicate with the loose cover of
ashes and stones which envelopes the rocky support of the cone.

Although I have mentioned some facts which seem to indicate the exist-
ence of such favorable conditions, and which are moreover strengthened by
an observation by Captain Campbell, who saw vapour issuing, aud sulphur
being deposited near a rocky shoulder about two-thirds of the height, on the
eastern descent of the cone, still their presence can only be ascertained satis-
factorily by experimental digging.

The Solfatara at Puzuoli, near Naples, is a similar instance of the produc-
tion of sulplur. It is a crater in which exhalations of watery vapour, sulphur-
ous acid and hydrochloric acid take place, and where sulphuris also deposited,
The sulphur is gained there by distilling it out of the sand of the crater, to a
depth of 10 metres or 32 feet—it becomes too bot lower down—and returning
the sand, which after 25 or 30 years is again charged with sulpbar. The perma-
nency of the voleano of Barren Island as a source of sulphur would depend on
the rapidity with which the sulpbur would be replaced after the sand had Leen
once exhausted. The time required for this is not necessarily fixed to periods
of 25 or 30 years. In Iceland, at a similar spot, the sulphur is renewed every
two or three years.

If & preliminary experiment should make if appear advantageous to work
the cone regularly, the material about the apex, after being exhausted of the
sulphur that is present, could by Llasting and. other operations be disposed in
such a‘way as to direct the jefs of vapour in the most eonvenient manner
through uncharged portions of ground. If the sulphur should aggregate in
periods of not too long duration, it would be possible to carry on the work of
filling up new ground on one side, and faking away saturated earth onthe
other at the same time, so that after working round the whole circumference,
the earth that had been first put on, would be ready to be taken away.

If the periods should prove too long to allow the work permanently to be
carned ou, an interval of time might be allowed to -pass, before resuming
operations.
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Water for the labourers could always be obtained from the warm spring at
the entrance-of the Island.

The distilling or melting of sulphur to separate it from adherent earth is
a matter of comparatively little expense or trouble. If the sulphur be abun-
dant, it might be effected as in Sicily by using a part of it as fuel. It 1s not
necessary to do it on the spot ; it might be done at any place where bricks and
fuel are cheap.

1t is impossible to predict certain and lasting success to an undertaking of
this kind, all depending on the quantity of sulphur present and the rapidity
with which it will be replaced.

The situation of Barren Island offers every facility for a preliminary trial.
The near proximity of the Andamans insures a supply of convict labour, tim-
ber, bricks, and lime. All the wood and iron work required for facilitating
the transport of loads, up and down the hill, could be made oun the Andamans.

G. Vox Lereie, M. D.



	213362_0001
	213362_0005
	213362_0006
	213362_0007
	213362_0008
	213362_0009
	213362_0010
	213362_0011
	213362_0012
	213362_0013
	213362_0014
	213362_0015
	213362_0016
	213362_0017
	213362_0018
	213362_0019
	213362_0020
	213362_0021
	213362_0022
	213362_0023
	213362_0024
	213362_0025
	213362_0026
	213362_0027
	213362_0028
	213362_0029
	213362_0030
	213362_0031
	213362_0032
	213362_0033
	213362_0034
	213362_0035
	213362_0036
	213362_0037
	213362_0038
	213362_0039
	213362_0040
	213362_0041
	213362_0042
	213362_0043
	213362_0044
	213362_0045
	213362_0046
	213362_0047
	213362_0048
	213362_0049
	213362_0050
	213362_0051
	213362_0052
	213362_0053
	213362_0054
	213362_0055
	213362_0056
	213362_0057
	213362_0059
	213362_0060
	213362_0061
	213362_0062
	213362_0063
	213362_0064
	213362_0065
	213362_0065a
	213362_0065b
	213362_0066
	213362_0067
	213362_0068
	213362_0069
	213362_0070
	213362_0071
	213362_0072
	213362_0073
	213362_0074
	213362_0075
	213362_0076
	213362_0077
	213362_0078
	213362_0079
	213362_0080
	213362_0081
	213362_0082
	213362_0083
	213362_0084
	213362_0085
	213362_0086
	213362_0087
	213362_0088
	213362_0089
	213362_0090
	213362_0091
	213362_0092
	213362_0093
	213362_0094
	213362_0095
	213362_0096
	213362_0097
	213362_0098
	213362_0099
	213362_0100
	213362_0101
	213362_0102
	213362_0103
	213362_0104
	213362_0105
	213362_0106
	213362_0107
	213362_0108
	213362_0109
	213362_0110
	213362_0111
	213362_0112
	213362_0113
	213362_0114
	213362_0115
	213362_0116
	213362_0117
	213362_0118
	213362_0119
	213362_0120
	213362_0121
	213362_0122
	213362_0123
	213362_0124
	213362_0125
	213362_0126
	213362_0127
	213362_0128
	213362_0129
	213362_0130
	213362_0131
	213362_0132
	213362_0133
	213362_0134
	213362_0135
	213362_0136
	213362_0137
	213362_0138
	213362_0139
	213362_0140
	213362_0141
	213362_0142
	213362_0143
	213362_0144
	213362_0145
	213362_0146
	213362_0147
	213362_0148
	213362_0149
	213362_0150
	213362_0151

