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NOTE BY THE PUBLISHERS. 

THE following letters were addressed. to the Rev. Dr 
Tweedie, Convener or the Free Church of Scotland's 
Foreign Mission Committee, and, being printed from 
time to time as soon as each was received, they were 
.not only perused by many readers, but a very general 
desire .was expressed for their republication in a col
lective form. _To that desire the writer having kindly 
assented, the series is now brought together continu
ous and entire. 

In passing through the press, it was impossible to 
secY'!6 for the work the benefit of the author's revi~ , 
sion; but even with the most fastidiou~ critic it is 
scarcely anticipated that any apologies will be need
ful on that account; whilst the' majority of readers 
will prefer these Calcutta. despatches just as they 
arrived, tense with the emotions, and all aflame with 
.the tidings of that terrible season. It was at first 



IV NOTE BY THE PUBLISHERS. 

believed by some that Dr Duff had exaggerated the 
nature of the Indian crisis j but each successive mail 
has only proved that he had sagaciously estimated 
aright both the depth and the diffusion of the revolt. 

However' rapidly the letters may have been writ
ten, there is nothing hasty or extempore in the 
views and opinions which they embody. These are 
the ripe result of thirty years. The statesman and 
the fair-minded Englishman will value them as the 
deliberate judgment of one who has possessed oppor
tunities of observation almost unequalled; and to the 
Christian reader they will carry peculiar weight, as 
the testimony of one who has made life-long sacrifices 
for the sake of the gospel in India, and who, in the 
.hands of the Most High, has been the means ·of in .. 
augurating a singularly promising an4 successful 
scheme for India's moral and spiritual elevation. 
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