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PREFACE. 
lei 

AFTER the great famine in India "of" IS 76 -7, the 

author was invited by the Marquis of Salisbury, then 

Secretary of State' for India, to .become a member of 

the Famine Commission, which, was appointed by Her 

lIajesty's Governme~t to inquire into the whole circum

stances of that calamity, with a view to the adoption of 

such means as might enable timely provision to be made 

to meet the inevitable recurrence, in that country, of 

seasons of dearth. The inquiry embraced the whole 

of India, and its results were embodied in the Report 

of the Commission, which has been laid before 

Parliament. 

In traversing the country with the Members of the 

Commission, men eminent in their respective provinces, 

and two of them native gentlemen holding high office 

under native Princes, an unusually favourable opportunity 

for observation of the Land and the People was afforded:. 

'Vhatever, at the time, appeared worthy of note wa~ 

recorded in the author's note-book. And much was seen 
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by a fresh eye, accustomed to seek.re3.§ons for diversity 

of systems affecting the prosperity of those engaged in 

the cultiyation of the land, which 'is Ule w.ief business 

of the people of India. 

The author desires t.o take the reader with him over 

the sall}e course, from the outset of his journey at 

Southampton to his arrival in Inilia, and thence over its 

various provinces. In the final chapters some special 

features of the policy which should be kept in view in 

our dealings with India are set forth, and certain main 

principles also which the author recommended in regard 

to the treatment of famine, on which the Commission 

were not fully agreed. 

The chapter on EgYJ?t in a previous Edition has 

been withdrawn to make room for the author's recom

mendations, in his Special Report, to IIer Majesty's 

Government, respecting the future policy to be adopted 

in India. 

The author desires here to express his obligations 

to his colleagues on the Famine Commission, and their 

very able Secretary, Mr. C. A. Elliott, for the valuable 

assistance he received from them in his inquiries while 

in India. 

3, ST. JAlIES'S SQUARE, 

Septe1llber, 1884. 
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Education, Effects of, 101. 
Ekrook tank for irrigation, 164. 
Elephanta, Cavea of, 18. 
Erode to Coimbatore, high saleable value 

of land, 141. 
Everest, Mount, Fine view of, 111. 
Exhaustion of soU of Gdugetlc Plain, 

not admitted, 106. 
Experimental fanns in North Weat 

Provinces, 32; a.t Kandeish, 170. 
Export duty on food gram should be 

abolished, 240. 

Famine relief camps, ObjectioD to, 27; 
relief work only for able-bomed, 84; 
shocking meaI18 of warding oft', 146; 
the causesoffamines. 190; 8lIlce 1803, 
191; Governmentemploymentin, 192; 
cooked food the test of need, 193; 
famine deaths and lose of food, 194 ; 
OriBBa famine, 196; great famine of 
1868-9, closer economical system of 
relief, 195; fa.mine of 1873 eft'ectively 
that, 197; great famine 1876-8, 198; 
variety of treatment, 199 to 202. 

Famines, Review of past, 203; principle 
on which succeBBfull1 encountered, 204; 
first consideration should be the 
preaervallon of lile, 208, 211; truest 
economy in management, 209; coat 
when compared Wlth ma.mtenance of 
poor in England very moderate, 210. 

Fish, SWa.rmJI of, in riven at Goalundo 
and Dacca, 121. 

Food of labouran in Punjab, 50. 
Forest, department, 178 ; singular 

natural provision for preservation of, 
79. 

Freehold tenure, Advantagea of, 226; 
mode of eft'ecting changes to, '1!1.7. 

Fuel, Dried cow-dung, price at Delhi, 
67. . An 

Futtapur Sem, a deserted City, "I. 

Fyfe, Lake, irrigation tank, 172. 

Ganges, Break of, objectionable, 73. 
- Ganges Canal, ita deposit, pure 88.Ild, 

43; proportion of cultlvated served by 
it, 45; canal, 60, . 

Gangetic Plain, crops in, 27; richest 
and most populol18 part of India, 21L 
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• Garrow lIills, Coal in, 117. 
Gb.a.zepore, Opium Station, &nd tobacco 

farm, 98. 
Gibraltar, its fortificatlons, 2. 
GoaJ.unda junction of G&nges with 

Bra.bmapootra, 116. 
Godavery, extent irrigated, &nd increase 

of export, 127, 128. 
Government, Rajah, opinions of, 94. 
Grass, very bare in dry season, 27. 
Grass cutting, cost, and profit, 85. 

Hea.dmen of village, 42. 
Hemp, Yield of, 87. 
Hima.layas, from Roorkee, 60. 
Houses of villages, their accommoda

tion, 31. 
Hurdwar, where Ganges euters the 

great plain, 60; holy place, 61. 
Hyderabad, the Nizam's country, 15S; 

the ceded districts, 159; population 
and appearance of city, 162; prices in 
J&nuary, 1879, 163. 

Improvement by railways and canals, 
said by some not to have benefited the 
people, 46. 

Indebtedness, Cause of, 169. 
Indian &nd Engli8h labourers, Condition 

of, compared, 157; Indian Oce&n at 
night, 14. 

Indigo cultivation in Behar, 10, 11; 
near Ga.zhlbad, 42; system of manage
ment,42. 

Infanticide too common, of females, 182. 
Interest, rates charged to cultivators, 

16S. 
Irrigation works, closing natural 

drainage outfall, 44, from main. 
channel, 29; charge for water, 179, 
from wells, 11. 

Java. management compared with that 
of India, 167. 

Jeypore, fine city, 69; Palace and estab
lishment, 69; reception by Maharajah, 
10 ; good management of public 
works, 71; rent partly in money and 
part in kind, 11; deserted capital of 
Ambair, 72; beautiful apartments in, 
72. 

Jhansi, distress there, 100. 
Jhodpore, High revenue of, 76. 
JoI1a.rp&t, Descent to, 14-8. 
Jowar, valne of fodder, 87. 
Jug~ut, 125. 
J ung, Sir Salar, his stud and palace, 163. 
Jungle, its appear&nce, 24. 
J ustiCEl, mode of pressing re-considera

tion of decision, 88. 
Jute cultivation has greatly enriched 

Eastem Bengal, 11S. 

Kaira, Rich countrr round, 182. 
Kaludgi, 166. 
~purtulla, Na.tive state.. of, 58; 

Government tax 50 per cent.: higher 
than in British territory;" 58 f head
men have better knowledge of,l>eople, 
58. 

Kind, PayJlient in, 21S. 
Kistna. irrigation, 128. 
Kootub, near Delhi, highest and finest 

tower in the world, 64; beautiful 
archway near •. 64; iron pillar, 64. 

Labourers' diet in the Punjab, 50, 52 j 
increasing proportion of, 2~3. 

Lahore, city and environs, 48; market 
gardens near, 49; museum of, 56. 

Land, Assessment of, suggested method, 
222; landless people inoreasing, 140, 
landed and landless contrasted, 155; 
systems of land ~nure, 114, 221; ilK

cessive sv.b-division of, 114; at Dacca, 
121; at Vwgapatam, 126 j Madras, 
131. 

Law, Courts of, 38; flogging for theft, 
38; costs of, in India compared with 
Scotland, 239. 

Life, Respect for, by Hindus, 182. 
Litigation and pleaders, 84; nine-tenths 

of cases deClded by native judges, 10. 
Lucknow, Defence of, 80; population 

of city, S1. 
Lybian Desert, 6. 
:Madras from the sea, 129; proportions 

of population, 130; several cellec
torates in, as large as BeliPum, 13~; 
irrigation canal, 152. 

:Madura, Palace of the king, 140; a 
great centre of missionary enterprise, 
140. 
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Malabar Bill, tine situation, 189. 
Mallet, Sir Louis, on the function of 

rent, 247. 
Malta, as seen from the sea., '; church 

of, With names of knight. on pave
ment, O. 

Mayo, Earl of, gave to each Province 
control of it. public works, 244. 

Mea.de, Sir Richard, 169. 
Memadabad, 181. 
MetapolllUm, ascent from plain at, 

beautIful scenery, 141. 
MlSsionary establishment. in Punjab, 

57, AJmere, 75; Beilary, 156. 
Money-lenders increased grea.tly by 

payment of rent in money iDatea.d of 
corn,20. 

Mob Musjid, or pearl mosque of Agra, 
its exceeding beauty, 35. 

Musl>Qwlie boats, Safety of, 128. 

N ariad, tine cultivation under wells, 
181. 

Native collectors, 58, 236; judges, 187. 
NatIve talent of all kinds ought to be 

encouraged,237. 
Nizam, HIgher rate of aseessment in, 

159; land mostly held from the 
sovereign, 160; sub-division of farms, 
160 j coal-field in, 160; revenue of 
state, 163. 

Northbrook, Earl of, his successful 
management of famme, 196. 

Nubia, Coast of, 12. 

Ootacamund, tine situation of, 142. 
Opium factory, 98. 
Oudh, Tenure of land in, 81. 

Palka dawk, 89. 
Parsees, mode of burial, 18. 
Patna,,famine granary of, 108; beauty 

of country and cultivation, 108. 
Penar valley, rich and picturesque, 148. 
People, Silence of, in their distress, 38. 
Poona, channing city, 172. 
Population, Risk: of over, 212, 248. 
Posting from Bena.res, 96. 
Potatoes largely grown, 81; value of 

crop, 90. 
Poverty, more seeming than real, 79. 

Price of food riaing, complained 01 by. 
cotllllumera, 19. 

Prisoners &t Secundra, Miaerable 
condition of, 37, 

Prison lD&II&gement at Agra., 39; am.all 
proportion of fema.le crime, '0. 

Private property in l&nd, 249. 
Produce, incre&88 of the iDduIpen.ea.ble 

work,21'. 
Provincial responsibility, 245. 
Punchayet Coun., 1740. 
Punjab, Agricultural1leld work in, 53 • 

three modes of impuon in, 64; im
provable tract. of jungle in, 54, 
relation of culbvator to money
lender in, 65. 

Railway, construction policy, 110. 
satisfactory employment of natives 
ou, 184. 

Rajah's management of his estate, 95. 
Rats, PIagueof, 177. 
Red Sea, 9. 
Rent of 1a.nd in Punjab, 49; ill Deccan, 

170,177. 
Revenue officer, certain caaee left to his 

adjudleation, 186. 
Rice, exported froIll Dacca, 122; 

harvest, 104. 
Roorkee, Engineering college IUltl 

Government work-shops at, 62. 
Rule, dlssatiafa.ction with British, 183. 

Sa.id, Port, 6. 
Salt efflorescence, 69. 
Salt, Customs line abolished, 76. 
Salt, Consumption a.nd price of, per 

family, 121; presses with unequal 
severity on poor, 20; cost of, to them, 
242. 

Sambre Salt Lake, unlimited supply of 
salt, 75. 

Secretaries bve too much autharlty, 91. 
Settlement of l&nd revenue, 39; of LorJ 

Cornwallis one evil effect of, 106. 
Shark fishing in Indian Ocean, H. 
Shevaroy Hilla, J37. 
Sholapore, cotton factory, 164. 
Smith Baird, Col., 115. . 
Soane Canal. its effect&, 104; charge 

made lor wa.ter, 106. 
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• Southal, Mode of paying deb~ in, Ill. 
Sowcars in Deoca.n willing to compound 

for half the debt, 168. 
Sub-division too great, Trichinopoly and 

Tanjore, 138. 
Suez Ca.naJ, 7; parliamentary supporters 

of, Up. 1858, 9; gulf of, beautiful 
effects of light, 9. 

Sugar, proll.table crop, 165; its va.l~e 
per acre, 33; not easily injured by 
water, 59. 

Suggestions, 235 to 242. 
Suicide very common, 39. 
Surat, 180 ; earliest seat of :British 

possession, 185. 
Sydapet, example fann, 133 ; experi

ments there, 134. 

Tahsilda.rs, 78. 
Taj, The, at Agr&, splendid monument 

to Shah Jehan's queen, 35. 
Ta.lookdars of Oudh, 81, 85. 
Taptee, Railway bridge over, 180; vaJley 

and crops, 24. 
Temple, Slr Richard, 190. 
Tobacco culture, 99; produce, 100. 
Toddy distillation, 154. 
Trafalgar :Bay, 2. 
Trichinopoly, Hindu temple, 137 ; 

Clive's house, 138; crope, 139. 
Tuccavi advances, 78. 

ffiwar, Native state of, food of di1l'erent 
classes in, 68; wages in, 68; famine 
deaths,68. 

Umrltsur, golden temple and fine 
country, 56. 

Vellore, walled town, 149; good 
management and cost of food, 160. 

Villages near :Bombay, 21, 25, 31; near 
Cawnpore, 31. 

Vizigapa.tam, Fine situation of, 125; 
streets in gala. suit, 126. 

Wake, Mr., Heroic conduct of, at siege 
of Arra.h, 108. 

Water, Charge for, 32; itsva.lue accord
ing to crops to wInch apphed, 33. 

Wattle tree, recommended for shelter, 
144. 

Wedderburn, Sir William, 167. 
Well irrigation, Cost of, 133; luxuriant 

crops from, 86, 89, 92,231. 
Wellmgton, Duke of, description of 

the Cauvery irrigation, 135; on the 
food of the people, 231. 

Western Ghats, Ascent of, 22. 
Wheat, Price of, at Cawnpore in Nov. 

1878. 30; sowing, 23; produce of, 
per acre, 30. 

Women doing men's work, 111; subjec
tion of, 145; at well, 40 ; grinding at 
the mill, 72. 

Wood, Country well clothed with, 25. 
Wynaad Gold FIeld, 144. ' 

Yarragoontha, the black soil, 153; five 
acres the minimum on which a fa.nuly 
can live, 153. 

Yule, Colonel Robert, 115. 

Zenana. Mission, II, 
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