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PREFACE.
et

THE present work purports, in a brief com-~

pass, to be a national history of the two great
castes, Brahmans and Kayasthas, which form
the bulk of the educated population of Bengal.
It is an endeavour to explore a field left still
untouched by Oriental scholars, and my re-
searches have resulted in exploding the tra-
ditional structure of the ancient chroniclers of
Bengal, which was a stumbling-block to many
renowned antiquarians.

I have shown that A'di S’ur can be no other
than the Great A'ditya Sen ; I have proved
beyond doubt that Ballil Sen or any of the
Sen Kings can never be the author of Kulinism
in Bengal as is still universally believed.

I have arrived at the conclusion that the
system of Kulinism originated first in Mithila
whence it was imported to Bengal and develop-
ed during the Pathan rule, not for the crea-
tion of a noble breed as is universally supposed,
but for the protection of the powers-that-be,
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* the metamorphosed Hindus, T have described
at length the fictitions origin and the perni-
civas effect of this vicious system, and if my
appeal touches the hearts of my patriotic
countrymen and an earnest and zealous move-
ment is set on foot to eradieate i, I will
consider my labours amply rewarded. I gladly
invite any fair and impartial ecriticism on the
subject dealt with in this little work.

Hurwa RaJ, ‘ :
DisT?, SARAN, BENGAL, GIrIwDRA Nartn Trurr.
10th Augual, 1906,
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Dg. J, F. Fleet, h.D., C.I.E., I.C.8. (retired), the pioncer

of the Modern antiquamans, writes :—

“* # # The Brahmans and Kayasthas of Bengal I
have read with interest. I am glad to see that you can
utilise the ancient inscriptions of India in this and other
matters; and I hope to see that you will carry your
present researches to a thoroughly successful issue in
book form,”

Dgr. G. A. Grierson, Ph.D., C.1E., 1.C.8 (vetired), writes: —

“# % % Your articles on the Braluinans and Kayas-
thas of Bengal I have read with much interest. The
subject is not one which I have studied and hence I am
not competent to pass an opinion on what you have
written, beyond stating that you seem to me to have
made out a very strong case for your theory,”

The Hon’ble Justice Dr, Ashutosh Mukherjee, M.A.,D.L.,
F.R.8.E., Judge, High Court, and Vice-Chancellor,Calcutta
University, writes: —

“] have to thank you for your article which I bave
read with great interest as it shows conmiderable rescarch,
I regret, however, that with the limited time at my dix-
posal, anything like a full examination of the yuestions
raised is impossible.”

Mgr. H. Beveridge, C.1.E., 1.C.8. (retired), writes:—

«# # * T have looked through your articles and
have found them very interesting.”

The Hon'’ble Justice Sharada Charan Mittra. M.A , B.1.,
Judge, High Court, writes :—

“I have read with great pleasure your article on the
Brahmans and Kayasthas of Bengal. It shows extensive
study and research, and, above all, thought. At one period
of my life, I devoted considerable time on the subject,
and I am highly interested in the investigations and
lights thrown by you. I never thought that Brlluli
Kulinism is a fiction. I now see thereis good reason
for your suggestions. As for the age of Adi Bur I had
doubts. In my article which has appeared in the Law
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Quarterly Review for October, edited by Sir Frederick
Pollock, 1 have expressed my doubts in the matter.

“T have felt the keenest interest in your articles on
the Brahmans and Kayasthas of Bengal. Ihave just now
finished your paper No. 5. As usual, it containg much
information. [ shall carefully preserve your article.”

Anold Behnr planter, Mr.R. S. Lockhart, Bansohalli,
Sewan, writes:—* It was exceedingly kund of you
sending me the seven Indian Reviews containing
your learned articles which I have read with keen
interest. Your writings have gained you renown and I
sincerely trust will ere long bring you in the wealth you
deserve. Your ambition, industry and talent have placed
you in & much higher and more enviable position than
the smiles of Markham ever could have and you will
for all times have reason to rejoice at the manly, inde-
pendent spirit that impelled you to shake the dust off
vour feet of those days and their ways.”

The Statesman :—* In the course of an interesting
article on ‘ Kulimsm in Bengal,’ which appears in the
Indian Review, Babu Gimndranath Dutt makes some
very caustic remarks on the practice as it prevails
in the present day in this prevince. He maintains
that education, instead of mitigating the evil, has
strengthened it. A university degree is not only &
testimonial of proficiency in learning, but also & power-
ful instrument for the oppression of one’s father-in-
law. A Bengali B. A.,, we are told, considers himself
entitled not only to a bride of a social rank supe-
rior to his own, but also to a pecuniary honorarium which
is only limited by his own cupidity and the prospective
father-in-law’s means. If a parent has the misfortune to
possess a daughter of dark complexion, or otherwise
falling short of the accepted standard of beauty, the
demand may rse up to Rs. 15,000. If to this are added
the numerous items of expenditure which have to be in-
curred by the bride’s family before and after the cere-
mony and the presents made to the bridegroom’s rela-
tives, it will be seen that the possession of a marriageable
daughter is by no means an -unmixed blessing. The
anthor proceeds to quote a typical instance of nuptial
extortion in which the bridegroom’s family demanded,
after the marriage, from the bride’s father, who had
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already paid the double sum contracted for, a blackmail
for each member *for partaking of food n the hrides
house!” It can eamly be mmagined what the lot of
the girl-wife must be, when, as sometimes happens, her
people refuse to submit to such extortion. Nor dobs
the evil end with the sufferings of the bride and her
father. The latter, we are assured. 18 a great heliever in
the maxim that revenge is sweet, but-he is not very parti-
colar a8 to the object of his vengeance. He uunp:{
wants to treat others as he has been treated himself, and.
smarting under his own injuries, he exacts, in his xon's
marriage, from his son’s prospective father-in-law, what
he himself had spent on his daughter, with compound
interest, and so matters go on in 8 eycle of reciproeal
robbery to the complete demorshisation of all parties
concerned. It is gratifying to hear that strenuous eflorts
are now being made by patriots and public associations
to find a remedy for this state of things.”
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