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PREFACE . 
•• THE present work purports. in a brief com­

pass, to be a national history of the two great 
ca.<;tes, Brahmans and Kayasthas, which form 
the bulk of the educated population of Bengal. 
It is an endeavour to explore a field left still 
untouched by Oriental scholars, and my re­

searches have resulted in eXl"Ioding the tra­
ditional structure of the ancient chroniclers of 
Bengal, which was a stumbling-block to many 

rfouowned antiquarians. 

I have shown that A'di S'ur can be no other 
than the Gre.at A'ditya Sen; I haw proved 

heyond doubt that Ballal Sen or any of the 
Sen Kings can never be the author of Kulinism 
in Bengal as is still universally believed. 

I have arrived at the conc1usion that the­
system of Kulinism originated first in Mithila 
whence it was imported to Bengal and develop­
ed during the Pathan rule, not for the crea­
tion of a noble breed as is universally supposed, 
but for the protection of the powers-that-be, 
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thtt metamorphose-d Hindus. I hllYR described 

at length the fictitioUR oTigin Ilnd the perni­

cious effect of this vicious Rystem, and if my 
appeal touches the hearts of my patriotic 
countrymen and an earn pst anu zenlous move-­

ment is Sf>t on foot to eradicate it. I will 
consider my labours amply rewarded. I gladly 
invite any fair and impartial criticism on the 
subject dealt with in this little work. 

HUTWA. RAJ, } • , 
D]ST. SARAN, BENOAL, GnUNDRA )JATII DUTT. 

10th August, 19()6. 
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DR. J. F. Fleet, ph.D., C.T,E., I.C.S. (retired), the pioneer 
of the Modern antiquarians, writes :-

"It * * The Brahmans and Kayasthas of nengal I 
have read with interest. I am glad to see that you ('an 
utilise the ancient inscriptions of India in this and oUler 
matterB; and I hOl'e to see that you "III ('arry your 
present researches to a thoroughly IIIIC't'f'HSful iK!jlle in 
book form." 

DR. G. A. Grierson, ph.D., C.I.E., 1.('.11 (,·('tlred), writeH: -
., It * * Your articles on the BrahmanK and Kavall­

thas of Bengal I have read With much intel'6l1t. The 
subject is not one which I have IItudied and hf'n('e I am 
not competent to pass an opinion on \\ hat you hale 
written, beyond Btating that you seem to me to have 
made out a very strong caBe for your theory." 

The Hon'ble Justice Dr. ABhutosh lIukherjee, M • .L,D.L., 
F.R.S.E., Judge, High Court, Rnd Vice-l'hanc·,·\lor,Cak'Utta. 
'Universlty, writeB:-

"I have to thank you for your article whi(·h I bavp 
read with great intereBt as it shows comudt'rahie r!'lIt·u.n·h. 
I regret, however, that with the limited bme at my diN­
posa.l, anything like a full examination or the 'tllt'lItiollllJ 
raised iB impossible." 

MR. H. Beveridge, C.I.E., I.C.S. (retired), writes:-
,,* * * I have looked through your articles and 

have found them very interesting." 
The Hon'ble Justice Sharada Charan ~fittra. M.A , B.t., 

Judge, High Court, writeB:-
"I have read with great pleaHure your IIrticle on the 

Brahmans and Kayasthas of .Bengal. It IIho~1I extenliiTe 
study and research, and, above all, thought. At one p('liod 
of my life, I devoted considerahle time on the suhject, 
and I am highly interellted in the invt'HtigatiQDs and 
lights thrown by you. I ne\'er thought that BaU(lli 
Kulinism is a fiction. I now see there ill good reason 
for your suggestions. As for the age of Adl Sur J had 
doubts. In my article which has Rppeared in tIle Law 
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Qum·terly l'le,:il'tC for October, edited by Sir Frederick 
Pollock, I have exprt'lIlIed my doubts in the matter. 

"I ba\"e felt the keene .. t interest in your articles on 
tl}e Brahmans and KaylIoIIthas of BengaL I have just now 
finillhed your papt'r No. o. As usual, it contains much 
informlltion. I shall ('arefully preserve your article. n 

A" old Behar plan ttl", Mr.R. S. Lockhart, Bansohalli, 
&Ican, write8 :-" It was exceedingly klDd of you 
sending me tlle Be\"en Indian Ret"iew8 containing 
your learnt'd article!! which I have read with keen 
interest. Your writings have gained you renown and I 
slDcerely trust will ere long bring you in the wealth you 
deserve. Your ambition, indnstry and talent have placed 
,on in a much higber and more enviable position than 
the Smiles of Markham ever could haTe and you will 
for all timE'S h:J.ve reason to rejoice at the manly, inde­
pendent spirit tllat impelled you to shake the dust off 
your feet of tllOse days and their ways." 

The StateMllan :-" In the course of an interesting 
article on 'Kulimsm in Bengal,' which appears in the 
lnclian Rn:iew, Babu Glt"lndranatlt Dutt makes some 
Tery caustic rt'marks on the practice as it prevails 
in the preRt'nt day in this province. He maintains 
that education, instead of mitIgating the eTil, has 
strt'ngtht'ned it. A university degree is not only 1\ 

tE'stimonial of prOficiency in learning, but also 1\ power­
ful instrwnent for tlIe oppression of one's father-iu­
law. A Beng&li B. A., we are told, considers himself 
entitled not only to 1\ bride of 1\ social rank supe­
rior to his 0"\\"11, but alliO to a pecuniary honorarium which 
is only limited by his own cupidity and tlIe prospective 
father-in-Iaw's Jneans. If a parent has tlIe misfortune to 
POIISt'SS a daughter of dark complexion, or otherwise 
falling short of tlIe act'epted standard of beauty, tlIe 
dt'mand Jnay nee up to Rs. 15,000. If to this are added 
tlIe numerous items of expenditure which have to be in­
curred by the bride's family before and after the cere­
mony IUld the pl-esents made to tlIe bridegroom'S rela­
tives, it will he seen that the possession of a marriageable 
daughter ill by no means an -unmixed blessing. The 
autlIor proceeds to quote a typical instance of nuptial 
extortion in whICh the bridegroom's family demanded, 
after the marriage, from the bride's father, who bad 



xii 

already paid the double lIum C'ontracted for, a blackmail 
for each member • for partaking of food III the bride'. 
hOUfle /' It can easIly be Imagined \\ hat the lot of 
the girl-wife mWit be, when, &8 80metimell happen", h£'l' 
people refuse to submit to 8uch extortion, Nor do'!>. 
the evil end with the lIu1ferings of the bridi' and her 
father, The latter, we are aS8url'd. 18 a gl'{'at bt>ht'Ter ill 
the maxim that revenge is sweet, hut "be i .. not \ery parti­
cular as to the object of biB Vt'llgealwe, Hi' "nnply 
wants to treat others as he has been trentRd him""I', and. 
smarting under his own injuries, be l"XR('tH, ill bill lOon' .. 
marriage, from his lIon'lI prOMpe<·tjve fatlwr-in-taw, wbat 
he himself had llpent on his dallghtRr, \\ It II ('om pound 
interest, and 80 matters go on in a (·yde or n"cipl"OC'al 
robbery to the complete demorahsatlon of all partil"tt 
concerned. It is gratifying to bear that 8trl'nUOllIIl"fforts 

are now being nlade by patriotlJ and puhlic a81tOC'iationll 
to find a remedy for this state of thil'lgM," 
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Uprooting of Popular Edl1cation-A Failure. 
6. The" Imperilllist " 8nl\ the Ancient Princes 
of India.-A sad Comedy. 7. The Flouting of 
Experienced Advice---,-A Betise. 8. The Punish­
ment of Honest Advice-A 'Wrong to India. 
9. The Uprooting of Hone.'It Dealing-A Wrong 
to England. 10. The Uprooting of a Peasant 
Propt'ietary-Reactionary P.ecklessness. 

OUf Relation to India. By Jolm ltL 
Robertson. As. 2. 

DELm: THE IMPERIAL CITY. By Frederic 
Barr. M.A. Reduced from RS. 3 to RS. 2. . 

,Says the MOf"lting POIt:-h is t.he story of Delhi and 
her Royal Rulers, and is the veritable romance of his\ory 
The blUldling is ~re.'lh and masterly with touches of keen 
Triticism which only & mind fresb from Eur-ope could gi~ 
The old kingil are revivified, and we meet them in flesh 
and blood, their characters Bummed up in a sentence, 

- . 
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Ha.nd-book of Criminal Law. Ey N. K. 
Rama.swami fyer, Il. A., B. L. Price BB. 2. 

The Book contuins :-Introduetion.-(i) SCience 
of La.w.{ii)Prindples of Law (iii) 'l',tbul:u Hf'heme 
of the Divi:;ions ot Law. Pltl·t L--Sllbstantive 
L,l.w ~Talmlar scheme Df the Indian PermIOo(lt 
'fhe Indian. Penal Code giving {'learly the defini­
tion" nnJ elements of t,he "evfl'>ll otfence" nnJ 
clo6ely nnd analyticuJly following the lrmglla.ge of 
the Code. 

Part 1I.~ Aolje('tive Law-Vh.it'd and I;cope of 
Evidence and Pl·ocerlUl'e. Tabular ~('heJne of the 
Indu:m Eyltteno8 Act. Cleft~· MILHh:"i" of the 
Evidence Act with ta.ble8 of the- 111'o1'e dlfticult 
portionl-l following clo,>ely the Act. Tabular roheme 
of the 0rlnunal Procedure Code Clllar :tllaly~u; 
of the provi"ions of the Code 

Appendi l{ A.--Tn bular htlltement" of the offences 
and tIle Indian Penal Code with punishment and 
othm' p,n·tlCu]al·s. B & C.Ordinary and addi­
tional POWel'S of Magl~trate8 nnder the Criminal 
Procedure Code. n.- Generill Leg-a1 Maxims. 
E -- Foreign I,egal Maxims I-lpe('mlly' relatillg to 
Evirlence with EngliHh eqlllv(I,lent-. 

New India or India. in Transition. By 
SiI Henry Cotton, J{ C S.l. Price Rs 2-12. 

CoNTEl'I"TS :- r.rlia.'s polItical plOhlf'nl. Indian 
.~piHion and IHpimtiol1'l. The lIlcren.S€<1 bitterness 
of mce feeling. IndiRu l.md pJOblemb, India's 
-economic pro1!lem. Administrative Reform. Eng­
bud and india. PolitiCftl Hwon~tl'Uction. The 
bocial and moral criHis The religiou"! tendencies 
of India. Appe~uli'~:-Hindn joint family "'-ystem. 
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Malabar and its Folk.~A systematic des­
CIiption of the social customs and institutiolls of 
Malabar. By T. K. Gopal Panikka.r, D. A. Set'-Ond 
Edition. Re,,·ised and enlarged. Chapters 17, 18~ 
1 9 and 20 are ndditions to this edition Oloth 
bound. Re. 1-8. 

COlo."TENTS: --1. Thoughts on Malabar. 2. A 
Malabar Nair Tarawad. 3. MarumakkathaYllm. 
4. Local Traditions and Supel';.;titions. 5. The 
Malabar Drama. 6. The Ouam Festival. 7. The 
Vishll Festival. 8. T11e Thinlvathira Festival. 
9. ~'eH(lah>;m III Malalmr_ 10. Cock li'pstival 
at Ol'll.nganore. 11. The Kettu KaBianam. 
12. Sel'pent Worship. 13. Some Depressed 
Clas."les. 14. Village Life. 15. Some Phase::, 
of Religiou8 Life. 16. The Syrian Cbri"tiam; of 
Malabar. 17. The Numbnt,lris of ]'.[nlnbar 
18. 'j'he VilJllge Astrologers of Malalmr. HI. Wel:lt­
ern Influences in Mlilahar 

LOVE IS LOVE. By JIlIDee Oassidy. His Mlljesty the 

Kmg hils !lccept.ed a copy of this new book. R~. Z-10. 

His Majesty's attention has been cal1ed to one of the 

storiel< in the book ln which the late Princc gODSOl't is 
mel1~ioDed ill copoectiou with the hero. 'fhe volume 

contaIU;!! sixteen "hort. "tories each of them founded on 

a true incident. 
Attel:' the sale of the cut'rent edition the price of the 

book wlll b'l dou·oled. 

Contents '-Fame; The ugliest man in the PariRh ; In 
the Illoonlight; '1'he villa.ge 3.tist; M'UIRged; Sidney; 
Sympath.y ; Tbe stranger; Jack; MIss Headlam's Jove 
l~tter; FOi g?.m: An old woma.1" ; A sacrifice; The 
scarlet geranium; For love; 'Ihe PIckpocket. 
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All About Japan.-Conta.ining Sketched wit. 
Portraits of the, Emperor &nd Empl"e88 of ,Japan; 
its many distinguished 'Statesmen, Admirals and 
Genei'a.ls. The book also contains A blight nnd 
readable histol'Y of the marvelloU8 rille and Progre&! 
of Japan and a description of its religion, it/! 
society, its manuers and customR, itll e.Juclltionat 
system and a variety of otbel· u'ieflll information. 
AI:ro an Appendix containing all impOltant dO('u· 
ments relating to the War. Plica Re. 1. 

The Least of All Lands.- Secmlil editima 
revised. Seven VhapteJ'$ Oil the Topography of 
Pale8tine in relation to its lIixtory. By William 
Miller, C.I.E., D.D., LL.D., Principal of eM M rvlra. 
Christian College, and J'ice·C1Ul1u:ellO'r of lb. 
U1ti'Ve'rsity of JIadraB. Pl'i('e Rs. 2.-

Presa OpinimtS.-It L'i not an ol'(linnI'Y book of 
travels and its teaching LJ as fl'esh as it WAS when 
first given to the world. 1)1'. JIr[ilJer .. hows that, 
although Palestine is the Lew;t of All JAlnd!;, tbel'e 
is much that is in8piting even in its outward 
aspect-that it is well fitted to promote the 
moral training of its iohabitants--and t}Ult in its 
hibt.or,y itl1!l.S been tIle "home ortrt}0(lom:' Uuttbe 
chief part ot the hook hi devote<l to a review of the 
~rs of IsrMI and the PhiliRtines, in iJe>i('ribjng 
which the author sllows that he posBesHe8 the eye 
of a general. •• J'The work is not in its nature 
geographieAl, as might be thQught, but is an 
interesting contribution to the historical expo:.i· 
tion of tIle OM Testament ... - United Free C1HtrcA 
Mi881unary Record • 
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THE UPANISHADS. 
'WITH TEXT IN DEVANAG.AlU, SANKARA'S 

COIllIllE.'ft'ARY AND ENGLISH TRANSLATION. 

-eblilked 1Jy .J'.O.SESHACHAllRI,B.A .. B.L., M.n.A.B. 
,:"018. I. II, It V, 

TrlOnl'law,11 by 8. SITARAJIA SA8TIUAR, B ••• 

Vol". 111 " IV. 
Translated by Pandit GANGA' NATR JRA', II A. 

Clot.b Bound. Paper Bound. 
RIO. A. RII. A. 

01. 1.-1'IIa Kena nnn.MDhdaka Z 0 1 8 
n.-'Che Katba and PTI.IIIU, 1 8 1 0 

Cbha'ndoI!YII-Part I. 2 0 1 8 
1l1l jiNt 4 Ad"1I4'!lD.I • 

.. lY.-'Che Chlla'nnoiya-Pa"t II. 1 8 1 '0 

l1u la,t 4 Atlhgo.'1IlJl. 
.. V.-'l'he Ait.area and Caittirlya 1 4 1 0 

TOTAL 1 Set ••• 8 4 6 0 

Lr"TH£ VOLUMES ARE AVAIUBLE fOR SALE SEPARATELY. 

AGGRESSIVE HINDUISM • 
. BY 

THE SISTER NIVEDITA 
OP RAllAKRI8BNA-VIVEKAN.umA, 

Autlwr (II .. Thil Web 0/ !1lJliQ1t Life." 

. PRICE ANNAS FOUR. 

To aubacrlbera of th~ .. Jndlan R~lew." Anna. Two 011 
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INDIAN PROBLEMS. 
COYYU'TED "ITU 

By the Rev. A. Andrew. 
CO ... "T&X1:'i. 

CII.lPl'/:,'R I. - Primal')' I:ducation in 
Madras. I. TIle Nw-f'IQIlty fll" HI" '411l1l. J I. 
The &tA>lIrlion of P.-irnHI Y 1::'11"'111 in" II 1. 'I'll., 
Spl'eafl of Edu('Jltioo RIlII tl .. , Oru\\ th f., tit .. 1'" .. u­
latioo. IV. SU~~'gI""tioll.lI tow .. , .. I,. I III 1" 1 "-.... u .. nt. 
V. Burnl 8dIOOJH. 

CII.fPT}:r. 11. - Agricultural Problem •• 
I. Agricnltoral EdneatiOD IIW! .JIt"J •• , II MI,'A/' A p­
plianet'8. II. W t!1I Inigatilll1. II r. TIlt' I: ... t.·u­
tri,.,o of 'Yell Irri~tion .. IV. \\.·II'",,"ml'lIIt'llt. 
Y. The 1~l1ltsof lotl'flto;iveCultil·"t"·1I VI. Tile 
Planf4in. vn. PlAntain Flltl... \' III. l'lttlitAin 
Fibre Extrnction. 

CH .. 4PT}:n Ill. - The wd Revenue 
Problem: The Government and ita Land 
Revenue. I. ASHettioflA hy Vdtk~. 11. 'pU' UtlV­

ernment Policy. III. Ratt>8 of "'\-""'III"f\t. 1 \'. 
The Charge (or ·water. Y. TIle Wi"'!"'1l IIr till'< 
o\'vt'lnment Polivy. Price A •. 12. 

SAltt1NTALA.-A If.'''ic \' .. ,1011 (In &1I,III.t,). 
B, R. \' .. od"va .How ... A AI. 10. 

S.tacT OJ>fNIOH8 : - JVr~tl AII,ti .. :- •• rUot 
maawJ or abe ED,,11lr.b lOa,ae do. ,.o~ milch bOllolir I 
coDgr.r.ala&.e Ioa 011 lb. areDerou. _wbllJIIIJ Wa' .umll­
Llted 10. t.o abe .&tecDpt." 


