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lly the Show Room and Offices of Messers. Ludha
Ebrahim & Co., but later on, in the year 1935
converted into a Talkie Theatre.

The third Cinema that was built again by Mr.
PATEL was in the year 1944, the horrible days of
war to give entertainment to the British Troops.
This is situated on Parade Ground Road and was
originally known as * Wavel Talkies,” named after
the British Field Marshal Lord WAVEL, who
was then the Viceroy of India. Its name was
changed twice thereafter, “Ashoka” and is now
known as * Liberty .

The oldest Club that was in this Cantonment
was the * CLUB OF WESTERN INDIA, ” esta-
blished in the year 1830,exclusively for Europeans.
Year by year the Club acquired adjoining lands
together with the structures standing thereon, but
the final expansion of the Club was completed in
the year 1897, when several Blocks of residential
buildings were built in an area of about twenty
acres of land. These buildings were built at an
approximate cost of Rs. 2,00,000/- subscribed to
by the Members in shape of Debentures. It had a
Membership of four to five hundred permanent

GET YOURSELF¥ AND YOURS
PHOTOGRPHEED AT

MILTON & CO,
1, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Poona.
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members, besides temporary visiting members as
also honorary members. The Club was located on
the highest peak in the Cantonment and the
situation an ideal one.

After independence the Britishers began to

leave this country in 1947 as a. result of which
The Club decided to go into involuntary liqui-

dation and theentire premises were sold to Govern-
ment, for Military purposes. It has now a Mess
known as ** Station Mess”, purely for the Army
personnel and a small sectionhas been placed at
the disposal of the State Government to house
their civil officials.

This Club was one of the best in Western India
with all facilities for its Members.

POONA CLUB LTD.

The site where the present Club stands,was ori-
ginally known as*“Edward Gardens”wherein 1862
recreation rooms were built, for the use of the mili-
itary troops and were known as**Assembly Rooms
or “Soldiers’ Institute.” This Institution remained
there until the year 1880, with DADABHAI

DORABJEE BOOTTEE, as its President. In
that year the same was changed into Poona Gym-

khana Club. His Highness the Aga Khan was its
first founder Patron.The land continued tobe with
the Committee of the Assembly Rooms till 1885.
In 1886,an agreement was entered into between
the Poona Gymkhana Club and the Secretary of
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States in Council. The old buildings of the Gym-
khana Club were constructed somewhere in the
year 1882. These buildings unfortunately caught
fire in the early mornings of 29th. April 1945,
gutting down the entire beautiful building, that
being a dance night. Later on, thé Poona Gym-
khana Club was changed into Poona Club and
was registered in the year 193] as a Limited
concern. The site of this Club was delimited
from the Cantonment limits and included with
that of the Poona Suburban Municipality in or
about 1890 and is now under the jurisdiction of
the Poona City Corporation. The strength of
membership of this Club reached to a gigantic
figure of 2000.

The rest of the clubs are of recent origin and
number three in all. They are “Ladies’ Club” on
Lothian Road; “New Club” on Rajendrasinhji
Road and*“Parsee Gymkhana Club”’on Kahun Road.

“ g[ze cq[ouse go’z gents, CLVea’z ”
FISHER & CO.

TAILORS & OUTFITTERS,
35 Mahatma Gandhi Road, Poona.




CHAPTER X

POONA CANTONMENT BOARD
ITS ADMINISTRATION

Soon after the establishment of the Poona
Cantonment, steps were taken for its Civil Admi-
nistration and the entire duties were entrusted to
the Cantonment Magistrate, who, as I have
described in the earlier chapters, was the sole
authority and all powerful man, and was
commonly known as *Bazar Master ’. The earliest
name that I find is in the year 1868,that of Colonel
G. C.EVEZARD, previous record are not availa-
ble. The population of the Cantonment then was
very negligible with a very few number of Bun-
galows, Houses and Shops. Two small Markets-
were built on Solly Flood Road which till this
day stand and are now used as Rationing Shops.

As the population began to increase, trade
expanded and many more Houses and Bungalows
were built, a demand came from the public for a
share in the administration of the Civil Areas
and for minimising the powers of the all powerful
Cantonment Magistrate. This resulted in the
appointment of a Nominated Committee consist-
ing of a few Military Officers and Civilians. The
distinguished amongst the Civilians, who were
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taken on this Committee were-
The late Dr. E. X. DIAS,
Late Mr. ABDULLA ABDUL WAHED,
Mr. A. A.KHAN, M. A, LL. B,
Lt. Col. D.D. KHAMBATTA.

I have already stated in the previous chapters
about the general administration of the Canton-
ments and how after years of agitation and repre-
sentations, the Cantonments Act II of 1924
came into existence. The Present Cantonment
Board, therefore is constituted wunder that
Act and Poona Cantonment being declared
to be a first class Cantonment, has fifteen
Members, seven of whom are elected by the
public, three are Ex-Officios besides the President
and four nominated. The area of this Cantonment
is 344291 Acres, with a civilian population,
according to the latest census, of 46,589, though
I must say, this figure since then has considerably
increased. Population in Military area, as usual,
fluctuates, but in any case, they are over 12,000.

RATES AND TAXES

Unfortunately records are not available to
judge the rates of Taxes imposed ‘a century ago
and to compare them with the prevailing rates.
However, I can see that the incidence of taxes in
this Cantonment is quite reasonable comparing
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withother Local Municipalities, at the same time
maintaining self sufficient and well balanced
Budget Thanks to the Executive Officer, Mr.
N. C. SARIN, M. A., for his economical and able
administration.

Octroi is one of the chief sources of Canton-
ment income. Poona City Municipality, from the
very beginning is in charge of collecting this
Tax and is distributed to the rest of the Local
Bodies on Pro rata basis. This decision of
distributing the share of the Octroi revenue on
population basis was taken with the approval of
the Government of Bombay in the year 1896
and came into effect from 1st. April that year.
Total Revenue of the Board is nearly Rs. 14 Lacs.

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

No less than Twenty-three Primary Schools in
this Cantonment receive financial aid from
the Board, in shape of annual Grant-in-aid,
which amounts to nearly a lac of Rupees. Till
recently, Cantonment Board was making similar
grants ‘to Secondary Schools as well, but later
on it was felt that the Primary Education was

HARISONS

AUCTIONEERS & COMMISSION AGENTS
EAST STREET POONA1
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suffering at the alter of Higher Education,
discontinued this grant. Besides this, the Board
is also helping other educative, recreational and
humanitarian Institutions financially.
PUBLIC HEALTH

I have already dealt with, in the foregoing
chapter, the Drainage Scheme in this Canton-
ment, which, when fully completed, will be a real

boon to the Barzar area, more particularly
where there are slums. Poona Cantonment is
noted for its cleanliness and good health. The

Administration Reports of the Board declare

that there have been no serious epidemics,
such as, Plague or Cholera. The Health

Department of the Board, I May say, must be
congratulated.

PUBLIC SAFETY
I

Only such of the roads which are within the

Bazar Limits are managed by the Cantonment
Board and are maintained well. Recently it has
been observed that small lanes and bye-lanes are
being paved to render them more cleaner and
healthier.

STREET LIGHTING
11

On this Subject I have fully dealt with in an
exclusive chapter in this booklet, which will give
my readers full knowledge and information
about the street lighting.



Cantonment Firebrigade
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FIRE BRIGADE
11

Before the year 1882 this Cantonment had
three Mannual Fire Engines, (Pumps) and were
under the supervision of the Police Superin-
tendent and were worked by four Lascars, Lamp
Duty Men and Police Constables. There were
only 14 fire plugs and mostly water was carried
to the place of fire in bullockcarts and then

pumped through these Mannual Engines. These
carts, which numbered four in all, were always

kept ready for any emergency and records gives us
a story of how the Cantonment Mannual Engine
extinguished a fire which took place on the
13th.of March1882 at Yeravda on the Eastern bank
of Mulla-Mutha River, burning a stack of kadbi
(Cattle Fodder) belonging to one TUKARAM
ROWIJEE, causing him a loss of Rs. 300/-. These
Mannual Engines were not the property of the
Cantonment Committee, but those of the Police
Department. Under Government Resolution dated
20th. March 1883, the Cantonment Committee
was authorised to maintain a Fire Brigade and
the Engines were transferred to it with under-
standing for mutual co-operation with the Police.
In 1905 the Cantonment Committee purchased a
“Steam Fire Engine” and appointed a third grade
Engineer by name SK. EBRAHIM to work on it.
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This arrangement went on until the year 1926
when a regular Fire Engine was purchased and in
the following year, a 35 Ft. long ladder was added
to this Renault Engine. During the period of War,
one Mr. FOX was appointed by the Government
as Fire Master and the old Renault Engine was
taken over by Government to be replaced with
the present one. This useful and essential branch
of the Cantonment Board, is fully equipped
with adequate staff and machinery. There are in
all 270 Fire Hydrants now, scattered all overthe
Cantonment. Mr. S. N. KEKRE, is in charge of
this Brigade.

NAMING OF ROADS
v

After the sadand tragic death of Mahatma Gan-
dhi, the FATHER OF THE NATION, the Board
re-named “ Main Street, ’’ an important business
centre as “Mahatma Gandhi Road,”and similarly,
“Centre Street >’ was re-named as * Vallabbhai
Patel Street ”,on his demise.The old * Staunton
Road” has been changed into ‘* Manekjee Mehta
Road,”” a veteran citizen of this Cantonment and
a social and public worker.

Before I conclude this chapter, I must, as Presi-
dent of the Poona and Kirkee Cantonments
Citizens® Association, say a few words about the
office of the Deputy Director, Military Lands and



~124-

Cantonments, Southern Command, and its offi-
cials. We had several occassions to make represen-
tations to this office to voice the grievances of the
citizens and had several occassions to meet the
officials personally, and I may say here, without
any reserve, that our representatives were received
very courteously and politely by Sardar Amar
Singh, the then Deputy Director Southern
Command and now Director, at Head Quarters,
New Delhi; Mr. I. C. Gray, the present Deputy
Director, Southern Command and his assistant
Mr. Jagdish Rai, who gave us patient hearings. Itis
apart that at times we may not have agreed, but
most of our representations were considered
favourably. I shall be failing if I, as the President
of the Association, should not place our appre-
ation of these officials in this publication, whichis
Published under the auspices of the Association..

CONCLUSION
In concluding this chapter, I must say, both as

the author of this little work,as also the President
of the Cantonment Citizens’ Association, that
the administration of this important Cantonment
in the hands of Mr. N. C. SARIN, an able, expe-
rienced and anenthusiastic Executive Officer, has
been excellent indeed, and we have seen many
improvements carried out during the short time
that he has been here. He came to this Canton-
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ment in 1951, but during this short period he has
endeared himself with the general public by his
polite, amiable and courteous manners, which
qualities are really essential in an Officer and,
Mr. SARIN, I may say, without any exageration,
possegses them. Poona Cantonment will long
remember him after he has left this Station. In
addition to his abilities and long experience, he has
a team of tried and proved subordinate Offiecérs.
Particular mention must be made of the Canton-
ment Engineer, Mr. D. R. CHIKTE, B. E. (Civil)
The Assitant Medical Officer of Health, Major
D. F: D. MEHTA, the Revenue Superintendent,
Mr. H. L. PARDESHI, the Lands Clerk, Mr. V.
W. PANDIT; R. N. Satpute, B. A. the Committee
Clerk and the experienced Office Superintendent
Mr. ISHAR DAS.
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