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'EPISTLE
CLEMENT,VII

Eing commanded by yourHolinefs(whilft
in a private condition) to-writ the Hifto-
ry of Flsrence,Jaddrefled my felf toit with

all the artand diligencewherewith natureand
experience had endued me. Having deduc'diit
to the times,in-which,upon the death of Aug~
nifico Lorenzo de Medies,the whole formi and mo-
delof Italy was altered ; and being to defcribe
~ theheightand importance of whatfollowed'iri _
- aloftier and more vigorous ftile,I'judged it
befttoreduce WhatIhagwritt,en till thofe timeg
- into one Volume,and prefent it to your Holi~ -
nefs,that you might at leaft have a tafte of the
fruit you had fown your felf and of my labour
and cultivation. In the perufal of this work
“your Holinefs will fee firfk, to what ruineand
convulfions our Country was expofed forma~
‘ny ages bythe variations ofGovernnents,af-
_ter the declenfion of theRoman Empire in the
- L Aa o, o Wl



. The Author’s Introduction.

" Weft. Youwill fee hoxvfyl\?“rll?r edjc:ﬁff%'zihe
aplesand the C- .

- Venetians,theKingdomo
domof Mi/antook their turns of Empire and
Soveraignty ‘i this Province. You will fee
yourown Country refufing obedience tothe

Emperors, by reafon of thedivifions,and thofe -

divifions continuing tillunder the protgétion
- ofyourFamily,itbegan to fettle into aGovern-
meht, And becaufe it was your Holinefs parti~
cular comimand, that in'my ¢Haraéter ot your

Anceftors, I fhould avoidall kind of flattery, -

truepraife not being morepleafing to you,than
counterfeit is:ungrateful ; fearingin my de~
Acription of the bounty of Gisvanai, the wildom
- of Cyfimo,the courtefie of Piers,the magnificence
“and folidityofLorenze,Imay feem to have tran{-
.grefledyour holinefs direction,I do mofthum-
-bly excufe my felf, both in that,and. whatever
elfe in my defcriptions may appéar unfaithful
__ to your holinefs diffatisfaction;for finding the
memoirsand relations of thofe who in -fundry
‘Ages made any mention of then, full of their

/

commendations, I muft either prefent them as .

Ifound them, or pafs them by as if I envied
~ them. And if{as fome write)under their great
and egregious exploits there wasalways fome
- latentand ambitious defign,contraryto the in-
. tereft andliberty of the publick. I know no-
thing of it,and amnot bound to relate it:for in
allmynarrationsInever defiredto cloak orpal-
liate a difhonourable aétion,with an honouza~
ble prétence; nor to traduce a good action,tho
‘toa contrary end.But howfar [amfrom flatte-
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The Author’ls Introdu&ian.

ry,is‘to be feen in the whole courfe of my Hi~

ftory efpeciallyin my{peeches,and private dif-~
courfes,whichdo plainl(y, and without referva-
tion, defcribe with the fentences, and order of
their language,the dignityand humour of the
perfons. Iavoid likewile inallplaces fiuchwords
as ate impertinent to the verity,!or reputation
of hiftory, fothatno man who confiders my
writings impartially,can charge me with adu-
lation;efpeciallyif he obferves howlittle or rio-
.thing I have faid of your holinefs ownFather,
-whofelife was too fhort to difcover him to the
world, 8 I'too downright to'expatiateupon it.
Neverthelefs had he done nothing morebut
viven your holinefs tothe world, thatvery
ﬁﬁng outweighsall theactions of hisAnceftors
& fhall leave moreages ofhonour tohis family,
thanhis malevolentfortune tookyearsfrom his
life. I have endeavored;(Moft HolySir)asfar as
might be done without blemith to the truth,
to pleafe all people,and it mayfofall outl have
pleafed no body.If itthould I {hould notwond-
der, feeing in my judgmentitis impoflible to
write any thing of our own times, without of-

fence to feveral YetI comeforth cheerfullyin-.

to the field,hoping that asIam honoured and
employed by yourholinefs goodnefs I fhall be
defenc?ed byyour holinefs judgment;and then

with the fame confidence & courage as Thave-
writnow;I{hall purfue my engagements ifmy
life Iafts,&yourholinefs continues amongftus.

The '
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The Author’s.
INTRODUCTION.

X X 7 “Hen I'firft took upon me towrite the Hiffory of Florence,
V. ' and its tianfallions both-at bome and abroad Ithought to
.- bave begunat theyear1434,at whith time the Family of

. theMedici{exalted by the merits of Cofimo,(obis fatherGiovan-
niywax in greater.duthority than any other inthat City 5 believing

* that Mé/_e%Lﬁonardd d":Arezz0,and Meffer Pogg10,two excellent

,ﬁ §:Iiﬁo,ria7z§,b4cf given particular ‘defcription of all the paffages-be-

.Jore.But upon diligent perufal of their writings to inform myfelf of

their.orders andmetbods,that therebymy ownmight bave better ap-

probation,I folnd that in their narratives of the Florentine Wars,
atd foreignmegotiations,tbeybad been accurate enoughsbut intheir
civil diffentions their intrinfickanimofities,andin the effells which
followed them,they were either totally filent,or where any thing was
“mentioned,itwas withfuch brevity and abruptnefs as couldyield nei-
therprofit nor recreation to the reader. Which I conceive they did,
either out of an'opinion, that theywere inconfiderable, and unwor-
thy to be tranfmitted to Pofleritysor elfetbeyapprebended a nece(fity
of refleting wpon fome great perfons,whofe family would be difoblig- -

. ed'thereby; bothwhich arguments(if Imay fpeak it without offence)
are beneath the grandeur and magnanimity of agreat perfon. For if
any thing inHiflory be delightfull or profitable,it is thofe particular

defcriptions 5 if any thing be ufefull to fuch Citizens as bave the Go-
vernment intheir bands it is fuch as reprefents the feuds qnd diffen-
tions intheCities,that therebythey maybe enabled to maintain their
own unity at. other pesples expence;if the example of any Common-
wealth moves-a man, certainly that-which is written of ones own
makes amuch fironger impreffions and if the fallions of any Staie
were ever confiderable,thefaltions inFlorencewere not 1o be preter-
mitted;the greateftpart of otberStateshave not badabove one which
*fometimes: bas advanced, aud fometimes ruined the Government y

- butFlorence bas bad manydivifions.Everybodyknows howinRome
. after the ejcf)ul hon of their King, there arofe divifion betwixt the
* Nobles and the people, which continuedtil] oné of them was oppre[~
fed.” So it was in Athens, and allthe Commonwealths which
flourifbed in thofe times ; but inFlorence the firfidiffention was be-
twixt the Nobles;the next betwixt the Nobles andCitizensyand then
T ' . ‘ , betwixt,
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betwixt the Citizens and'the Plebs : in all which, one was no foorier
[uperior,butit divided again; and the effelts of thofe divifions were
Mouiders, and Banifbments,and difper fron of families,fuch as xever
occure'd in any City,that can be remembred. And truly in my judgs
ment nothing demanfirates the power of our City [o much as the conn
[equences of thofe divifions which were erough to bavefubperted and
defirdyed any otber in she world. But ours grew fiill greater there-
by; Jo remarkable was the courage of the Citizens,and fo efficacious ,
. -thetr indufiry for the advancement of their Country, that thofe few
“ which furvivd the miferies of their Predeceffors,did more by their-
conftancy (5 courage towards the advancement of their intereft than
» the malignity of thofe accidents could do to deprefs it. And doubs«
Je[s bad Flovence been [o bappy after it bad freed it felf from the
Empire, to bave affunid fuch a form of Gevernment o5 would bave
prefervd it inunity Tknow not any commonwealth either ancient or
modern.that would bave exceeded it,pr have been comparable 1o it,
eitber iuriches or power. Fur if is obfervable, gfter the Ghibiling,
were driven out of the Town in fuch numbers asall Tufcany and
- Lombardy were full of thofe exilesstbeGuells,and fuch ws were left
bebind in the expedition againft Arezzo(which was the year before
the battle of Campaldino)wereable to-drawout of their ownCitizens
1200 Horfe, and 12000 Foot, And afterwards inthe mar againft
Philippo Vifconti Duke of Milan beizng to try their fortune rather
withtbeir ricbes thantheir arms(which at that time were verymuch
' weahened)in five years fpace which was the length of that war)the -
Horentines experided frve spillions,and 500000 Florensyand when
that War ‘was compofed, to ofientate and publifb the power of that
Commonwealth theymarched out with an army,and befiegedLucca,
I donot fee therefore, forwhat reafon thefe divifions fhould not be
worthy of relation ; and if thofe Noble Authors were reftrained by
fearof offending the memory of fuch a5 1bey were 19 [peak of, they
were m‘iag’lrtib out, and [eem not to bave underflood the ambition of
mankind, and their defire 1o have the vames of themfelues and an-
ceflors tranfmitted 1o Poflerity s nor did they remember that many
peaple, not baving opportunity to make themfelves eminent by good
and laudable alls pave endeavoured té compafs it by any way,"bow
- feandalous and ignominions foever. Neither didthey corifider that
the allionswhich carry greatnefs along with'sbem,as thofe of Go-
vernments andStates,what ends [oever they bave and which way fo-
ever they are defcribed,do flill leave more honour than infamy t>
theirFamilythe cozﬁderktion of which things prevailed with me to
alter my defign,and to begin myHiftory from the very foundation of
the City : . and becaufe it is not my intention to tranfeyibe ivbatb bas -
: x ! eern .



.
el

The Author’s Introdudtion: "

 been done before by other people, 1 fball relate fuch things only 4
occurr’d within the City 1o the year 1434, mentioning the acci.
dents abroad only [o far.as will be neceffary for the intelligente of -
2be other 5 after which year I fball give a particular defcription
Both of the one and the otber. Befides, for the better and more Jaff-
 ing underflanding of thisc Hiflory, before I treat of Florence, I
(ball difcourfe of the means by which Italy fell under the domini.
_on-of thofe Potentates which govern'd it at that time; all which
fball "be comprebended in my four firk Books : the firft (ball give 4
fbort recital of all tranfallions in Itazy, from the diffolution of
the Roman Empire 1o the year1434. 1 be fecond fball give anac-'
count of all affairs from rhe foandation of the City of Florence,
20 the end of the War againft the Pope, which commendd upon
" #he expulfion of the Dufe of Athens : the third fball conclude
" with the death of Lad\flaus King of Naples ; and inthe fourth we
fball end with the year 1434, from whence afterwards to our pre-
[fent times we fball give aparticular Narrative of all p'raceeji’}zgs
both within the City and without. o '
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